
The touch of class added by the 98th 
Army “Sliver Wings” Band to countless 
ceremonies and events over the past 60 
years are a part of the fabric of Fort Ruck-
er, but the times, they are a changing.

The 98th Army 
Band performed its 
swan song when it 
cased its colors and 
inactivated during a 
ceremony at the U.S. 
Army Aviation Mu-
seum Friday. 

But it isn’t the 
day the music died 
at Fort Rucker. The 
music will live on in 
the form of a 12-per-
son detachment from 
the Maneuver Center 
of Excellence Band 
at Fort Benning, Georgia, that will remain 
on post, which will include a brass quintet 
and popular music ensemble, according 
to CW2 Daniel Parker, 98th Army “Silver 
Wings” Band commander. 

After the colors were posted, and a 
video on the history and impact of the 
band was played for the hundreds in at-
tendance, Col. Shannon T. Miller, Fort 
Rucker garrison commander, spoke about 
the significance of the ceremony.

 “Today is filled with a lot of heartfelt 
emotion, as we have to bid farewell to a 
unit that has touched so many lives and 
has been a part of Fort Rucker and the 
Wiregrass community for over 60 years,” 
Miller said. “Our band has been the bea-
con of light on Fort Rucker, and their 

presence is felt at countless events each 
and every year. These Soldiers, both past 
and present, have served faithfully, rep-
resenting Army Aviation, representing 

Fort Rucker and representing the Army 
with their honor and distinction.”

Throughout the years, the band has 
sent troops to war, welcomed them home, 

marched with troops 
during changes of 
command, enter-
tained Soldiers and 
family members dur-
ing countless events, 
graduated thousands 
of Army Aviators 
and paid tribute to 
heroes who have 
died in service to the 
nation, she added.

“They are the 
sounds of Fort Ruck-
er. They embody the 
great determination 

of our Soldiers. They embody the devo-
tion of our civilians, and the memories of 
all those who have lived, served and died 
here in this great community for the past 
six decades,” said the garrison command-
er. “Today, we give our most sincere grati-
tude to a unit that has positively impacted 
the men and women of Fort Rucker. To-
day, we celebrate their place in the legacy 
of Fort Rucker and Army Aviation.”

Parker said that although the casing of 
the colors for the band is a bittersweet 
moment, he’s happy with the history and 
legacy that the band leaves behind.

“It’s an honor to be the last command-
er, but I know that it’s not about the work 
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When it comes to making things better for 
everyone, no idea is too big or too small. And 
Fort Rucker Army Family Action Plan officials 
want to hear them all.

The AFAP Focus Groups Forum, sched-
uled for Nov. 2 from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
at Wings Chapel, provides an opportunity for 
the community’s collective voice to be heard 
and to collect ideas for streamlining processes 
and improving Fort Rucker’s quality of life, 
according to Vernon Johnson, Army Volunteer 
Corps coordinator.

Although he’s an expert at working on CH-
47 Chinook engines, it was an Aviation and 
Missile Command’s Aviation Center Logistics 
Command Soldier’s ability at aiming the semi-
automatic M9 pistol that made him a standout 
during the Army Materiel Command’s Best 
Warrior Competition.

Staff Sgt. Adam Johnson, a quality assur-
ance and contract oversight specialist at Fort 
Rucker, won the M9 Qualification during the 
three-day competition among 12 AMC Sol-
diers at Camp Atterbury, Ind.

“I grew up hunting in southeast Texas,” said 
the Nederland, Texas, native. “I’ve always 
been around guns, so I’m real comfortable 
with them.”

Even so, Johnson and fellow ACLC Soldier 
Sgt. Mike Murphy were at a bit of a disad-
vantage when preparing for the competition’s 
marksmanship challenge. At Fort Rucker, they 

Swan song
By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer
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Members of the 98th Army “Silver Wings” Band watch a tribute video during the band’s inactivation 
ceremony at the U.S. Army Aviation Museum Friday.

98th Army Band inactivates

See soldier, Page A5

See voice, Page A5

Photo by Nathan pfau

W01 Mike Mallon, B Co., 1st Bn., 145th Avn. Regt., lets a keg fly during a keg toss at the 14th 
annual Oktoberfest celebration at the festival fields Friday. For more, see Page C1.

OKTOBERFEST

Soldier competes at AMCOM Best Warrior

By Jeremy Henderson
Army Flier Staff Writer

Forum provides venue for community to voice ideas

quality of life
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Staff Sgt. Adam Johnson’s Army career is all about 
CH-47 Chinook maintenance, but he most recently 
made a name for himself by qualifying with a perfect 
score with the M9 pistol during the Army Materiel 
Command’s Best Warrior Competition. 

CW2 Daniel Parker, 98h Army “Silver Wings” Band commander, cases the unit colors during the 
band’s inactivation ceremony. See 98th army band, Page A5



Schools close Monday in 
observance of Columbus Day. 
Why is it important to nurture 
a child’s thirst for knowledge 

and discovery?

Since I was confirmed as Army Sec-
retary in May 2016, I’ve tried to get out 
of the Pentagon and see America’s Army 
through the eyes of Soldiers doing what 
they do, where they do it. 

I’ve engaged with teams of Soldiers in 
exercises with our NATO Allies in Poland. 
I’ve watched them conduct jungle warfare 
training in the Pacific, and participate in 
northern warfare training in Alaska. I’ve 
marveled at the ability of our Army – from 
our youngest Soldiers to our most senior 
leaders – to engage with partner militaries 
from Malaysia to Jordan, and to train and 
mentor national armies fighting for their 
future in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

I’ve even seen Army athletes compete 
for Olympic glory. They included 2nd 
Lt. Sam Kendricks, a son of Mississippi 
and a bronze medalist in the pole vault, 
who humbled us all as he paused in mid-
competition to pay respect to our national 
anthem. I watched as Spc. Paul Chelimo, 
a Kenyan-born Soldier who earned his 
citizenship through Army service, won the 
United States a silver medal in the Men’s 
5,000-meters in Rio de Janeiro. 

These are just a few of our Soldiers’ 
remarkable accomplishments as they con-
front the diverse missions that America has 
entrusted to its Army – missions that will 
grow more challenging in an increasingly 
complex world. 

Accomplishing these missions today and 
into the future requires our force to include 
the broadest possible spectrum of ideas, 
perspectives and experiences. To fight and 
win the nation’s wars in an age of new and 
emerging threats, we need to draw from 
America’s best and enable them to harness 
the innate power of diverse teams. We need 
experience, critical thinking and creativity 
in our force, but most importantly we need 
teams of people who think differently from 
one another and yet are joined together in 
common cause. 

Over 30 years of scientific and organi-
zational research clearly demonstrates that 
cognitively diverse teams are better at solv-
ing complex problems when compared to 

more homogenous teams, even when the 
homogenous teams are composed of top 
performing, highly capable individuals. 
We know some of this instinctively: differ-
ent approaches often reveal overlooked so-
lutions. Solving a problem often requires 
learning from others how to see it differ-
ently. 

Researchers at Cal-Tech and the Uni-
versity of Michigan found that teams that 
include members of different ethnic or cul-
tural backgrounds bring a mix of distinct 
cognitive approaches, which deliver better 
outcomes. 

Business schools teach similar lessons 
based on their own research on gender. 
Their findings demonstrate that stronger 
more effective firms include greater num-
bers of women at top levels of manage-
ment. Other studies have documented how 
teams of individuals drawn from diverse 
economic backgrounds, academic disci-
plines, and political affiliations are better 
problem solvers and drivers of innovation. 

Within the Army itself, civilian contri-
butions have been particularly pronounced 
in this area. Diverse teams enabled our sci-
entists to develop the lithium battery, night 
vision and, most recently, work towards a 
vaccine for the Zika virus. 

Today, within organizations like DAR-
PA, civilians and Soldiers partner to keep 
our Army at the cutting edge of develop-
ments in robotics and material science. As 
an Army, we need to do more to recognize 
the remarkable value that civilians bring to 
our Total Force, which comes in part from 
the different perspectives they bring to our 
problem sets. 

Within diverse teams, problem solv-
ing is additive; it is not simply that one 
member proposes a novel solution. Rather, 
each new solution influences and can be 
built upon by their fellow team members, 
generating a virtuous cycle of beneficial 
outcomes. No single member of the team 
could generate the ongoing series of im-
provements to that solution. It is this com-
bination of teamwork, ability and diversity 
that produces the greatest benefit.

Scientists have long taken advantage 
of this dynamic, adopting interdisciplin-
ary approaches and incorporating insights 
from different fields to help solve other-
wise intractable problems. This approach 
to innovation led to the discovery of the 
double helix, the invention of the micro-
wave and other breakthroughs. 

So the verdict is in. For the Army of 
tomorrow to be as strong as the Army of 

today, we must harness the power of di-
verse teams and draw further from one of 
America’s greatest advantages – our di-
verse population. 

It’s a lesson our Army has lived many 
times across its history. But our success is 
never static. We must challenge ourselves 
to harness these benefits and make our 
force more effective. Our Army must draw 
from a broader range of our nation’s com-
munities, and expand the pool of eligible 
and willing candidates for service and 
leadership, enabling the Army the greatest 
opportunity to recruit and retain America’s 
best.

Efforts to engender a broader spectrum 
of ideas and perspectives within our Army 
team are also complemented by DOD-wide 
Force of the Future initiatives. At the heart 
of Force of the Future is a push to break 
down walls between our military and one 
of our nation’s greatest sources of strength, 
our innovative industrial base. 

By providing more opportunities for 
skilled experts in areas such as cyberspace 
operations and electronic warfare to con-
tribute to our team, and by allowing more 
of our Soldiers to gain insights and expe-
rience from working in the private sector, 
we will make the Army a more effective 
force for the future. 

Few other nations have so many diverse 
communities and perspectives woven into 
their social fabric or history. But, engen-
dering greater diversity is not simply a 
matter of tapping into larger numbers of 
communities. It also requires us to attract 
greater numbers of future Soldiers from 
different regions of our country such as the 
Pacific northwest, west coast, southwest 
and northeast, which contain many of the 
healthiest and fittest cities in America, as 
well as increasingly diverse populations 
that mirror America’s changing demo-
graphics. 

A crucial benefit of a more diverse Army 
is also that it allows us to narrow the civil-
military divide at home. Today, too many 
of America’s communities are unfamiliar 
with their Army, even though they include 
men and women whose skills and abilities 
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Rotor 
Wash

By Eric Fanning
Secretary of the Army

See secarmy, Page A4
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Secretary of the Army Eric Fanning visited Soldiers from 4th Brigade, 25th Infantry Division, conducting 
a field training exercise on Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson, Alaska, Aug. 4.

W01 Kerry Julian, 
B Co., 1st Bn., 

145th Avn. Regt.
“Children are our future 

and we need to nurture that 
curiosity for them to be 
successful.”

“Education is the key to 
success in the long term 
for most people, so if you 
give children a head start 
and support things they are 
interested in, it’ll be worth 
their while.”	

“It’s important because when 
children are young, that’s when 
their brains are absorbing the 
most information.”

“It’s important because if 
you don’t, then they might not 
learn to the full potential that 
they might be able.”

Sonja Jordan, 
military family member

Deontrenise Macklin, 
military family member

Nikki Young, 
military spouse

“Learning just opens up more 
opportunities, and builds their 
mind and character.”

Nicholas Solero, 
retired

“

”

SecArmy: America’s diversity is Army’s strength



WASHINGTON — Uniform 
sleeves can now be rolled either 
with camouflage facing in or out, 
depending on the preference of 
commanders down to the com-
pany level.

In addition to the new guidance 
on rolling sleeves of the Army 
Combat Uniform in garrison, 
commanders in the field can now 
authorize Soldiers to cuff ACU 
sleeves either with the camou-
flage facing in or out.

The changes are effective im-
mediately, according to a memo-
randum signed Sept. 27, by Lt. 
Gen. James C. McConville, the 
Army’s deputy chief of staff, 
G-1.

For the past three months, 
sleeves had to be rolled or cuffed 
with the camouflage facing out. 
The new guidance gives com-
manders more flexibility.

“These changes enhance indi-
vidual readiness and morale, and 
give greater flexibility to com-
manders in determining the needs 

of their Soldiers in the perfor-
mance of their mission,” said Lt. 
Col. Jerry Pionk, spokesman for 
the Army G-1.

The original G-1 memorandum 
authorizing Soldiers to roll ACU 
sleeves with camouflage facing 
out was issued June 28. Army 
Chief of Staff Gen. Mark Milley 
decided on the uniform change, 
following requests from Sol-
diers throughout the force made 
through Sgt. Maj. of the Army 
Daniel Dailey. The decision fol-
lowed a month-long trial with 
Soldiers at Fort Hood, Texas, roll-
ing their ACU sleeves.

Until then, sleeves had not 
been rolled since the battle dress 
uniforms were phased out almost 
a decade ago.

The guidance on rolling and 
cuffing ACU sleeves pertains to 
those of the universal camouflage 
pattern, operational camouflage 
pattern and the Operation Endur-
ing Freedom pattern. 

The decision on how to roll 
or cuff sleeves can be made by 
company commanders of the 
Army National Guard and Army 

Reserve, as well as the active 
component. During a battalion, 
brigade or higher formation, the 
most senior commander will 
decide how the uniform will be 
worn, according to the guidance.

Sleeves can only be rolled in 
garrison, and despite whether the 
camouflage is exposed or rolled 
inside out, the sleeves must be 
rolled neatly above the elbow, but 
no more than 3 inches above the 
elbow. Sleeves of the Army air-
crew combat uniform will not be 
rolled under any circumstances, 
according to the guidance.

During field training or when 
deployed, commanders may au-
thorize Soldiers to cuff their ACU 
sleeves one or two times, either 
inside or out. 

The changes are an exception 
to Department of the Army Pam-
phlet 670-1, Guide to the Wear 
and Appearance of Army Uni-
forms and Insignia, until a new 
pamphlet is issued.

Below are military justice ac-
tions from April to June.

COURTS-MARTIAL
In May, at a general court-mar-

tial, a military judge found Spc. 
Bryan C. Teed guilty of one speci-
fication of knowingly and wrong-
fully possessing child pornog-
raphy, conduct being of a nature 
to bring discredit upon the armed 
forces, in violation of Article 134, 
Uniform Code of Military Justice.  
Teed was sentenced to be reduced 
to the grade of E-1, to be confined 
for a period of one year and to be 
discharged from the service with 
a Bad Conduct Discharge.  

In June, at a general court-

martial, a military judge found Lt. 
Col. Christopher D. Wood guilty 
of one specification of attempting 
to commit a lewd act upon a child 
who had attained the age of 12 
years but had not attained the age 
of 16 years, in violation of Article 
80, UCMJ.  Wood was sentenced 
to be confined for 10 months and 
to be dismissed from the service.  

SELECT REPRIMANDS
In May, the commanding gen-

eral issued a General Officer 
Memorandum of Reprimand to a 
first lieutenant for driving under 
the influence.

In May, the commanding 
general issued General Officer 
Memorandums of Reprimand to 
a second lieutenant and a warrant 
officer one for engaging in an in-

appropriate relationship.

In April, the commanding 
general issued a General Officer 
Memorandum of Reprimand to 
a warrant officer one for reckless 
endangerment, fleeing the scene 
of an accident and evading a mili-
tary police officer.

SELECT NONJUDICIAL 
PUNISHMENT

At an Article 15 hearing in 
April, a private first class was 
found not guilty of pushing his 
wife into a doorknob with his 
hands, in violation of Article 129, 
UCMJ.

At an Article 15 hearing in 
June, a sergeant first class was 
found guilty of one specifica-
tion of wrongfully transporting 

a loaded firearm in a vehicle, in 
violation of Article 92, UCMJ. 
The punishment imposed was 
forfeiture of $2,000 pay, and extra 
duty and restriction for 45 days 
(suspended).

At an Article 15 hearing in 
May, a private first class was 
found guilty of one specifica-

tion of failing to obey a lawful 
order by wrongfully allowing an 
individual to enter the barracks 
between the hours of 8 p.m. and 
4:45 a.m., in violation of Article 
92, UCMJ. The punishment im-
posed was reduction to E-2, extra 
duty for 14 days, restriction for 14 
days and forfeiture of $409, with 
$200 suspended.  

At an Article 15 hearing in May, 
a sergeant was found guilty of one 
specification of being derelict in 
the performance of his duties as 
the unit armorer, in violation of 
Article 92, UCMJ. The punish-
ment imposed was reduction to 
E-4, suspended, to be automati-
cally remitted if not vacated on 
or before the specified date, and 
forfeiture of $350 pay per month 
for two months.
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Fort Rucker Office of the 
Staff Judge Advocate

OSJA reports on military justice actions

News Briefs
Flu shots

Flu shots will be available to families after Oct. 28 
in the Lyster Army Health Clinic Preventive Medi-
cine Department Mondays-Fridays from 7:30 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m. Patients should keep in mind that lunch-
time is the busiest time for the department, according 
to clinic officials.

Clinic closures
The clinic will be closed Oct. 10 for the Columbus 

Day holiday. Lyster Army Health clinic will also be 
closed beginning at noon Oct. 19 for training. 

German Liaison Oktoberfest
The German Liaison staff will host its Oktober-

fest Oct. 22 from 5 p.m. to midnight at The Land-
ing. Tickets cost $40 and include live music from a 
German Oktoberfest band flown in from Munich, an 
original German stein, two bratwursts in a roll with 
sauerkraut, soft drinks, “an unforgettable time with 
German and international friends” and more, accord-
ing to liaison staff members. 

Tickets are available at the German Liaison office 
in Bldg. 4105, Gabi’s Sheer Expressions on Rucker 
Boulevard in Enterprise and Ingrid’s Castle in Da-
leville.

Retiree health fair
The 42nd annual Fort Rucker Retiree Health Fair 

is scheduled for Oct. 28 from 8 a.m. to noon at Yano 
Hall. All retirees and their family members are wel-
come to attend. Lyster Army Health Clinic, along 
with other agencies, will have booths with informa-
tion on topics ranging from health and disease-man-
agement information, physical therapy, fitness, nutri-
tion and more. Light refreshments will be available 
along with several door prize drawings. 

For more information, call 255-7930 or 255-
2292.

Retirement ceremony
Fort Rucker will host its quarterly retirement cer-

emony Oct. 28 at 2 p.m. at the U.S. Army Aviation 
Museum. All are welcome to attend and honor the 

post’s latest retirees for their service.

Fall clean up
Fort Rucker will hold its fall clean up Oct. 18-21. 

If people need to dispose of hazardous materials, the 
disposal needs to be done through the HAZMAT 
point in Bldg. 1315. For more on disposal of hazard-
ous materials, including acceptable items for turn in, 
call 598-1311.

For more information on fall clean up, call 255-
1692.

Clinic contest
Lyster Army Health Clinic will host a pumpkin 

decorating contest in October in recognition of 
Breast Cancer Awareness Month. People can 
pick up a pumpkin to decorate all month long. 
Decorated pumpkins should be returned by Oct. 
21 for judging. Lyster will host a breast cancer 
awareness event at the clinic Oct. 21 from 1-3 p.m. 
in Rm. J-100, Lyster Activity Area. The winning 
pumpkin will be selected, and Lyster will host 

guest speakers and games during the event.

Pay office closure
The Defense Military Pay Office will close Oct. 

28 at noon. All DMPO customers are asked to visit 
the DMPO with pay inquiries or clearance papers 
prior to the closure. Soldiers with a military pay 
emergency during this time should call 317-319-
7604 for assistance. The office will reopen Oct. 31 
at 7:30 a.m.

Chiropractic open house
Lyster Army Health Clinic Physical Therapy 

and Chiropractic Clinic, in recognition of Physical 
Therapy Month, will host an interactive open-house 
Oct. 21 from noon to 3 p.m. Everyone is invited to 
attend.

ID card section closure
Starting Nov. 9, the Fort Rucker ID Card Section 

will close from 2:15-4:15 p.m. for training the sec-
ond Wednesday of every month.

Army graphic

Army News Service
Staff Report

Army issues new guidance on sleeves

Army photo

Authorized wear of ACU sleeves (clockwise from top left): Sleeves rolled camou-
flage in, sleeves rolled camouflage out, sleeves cuffed under once for field, sleeves 
cuffed under twice, sleeves cuffed out twice. Sleeves can always be worn down, 
as well (not shown). 

WASHINGTON — The winners of 
the Best Warrior competition are Sgt. 1st 
Class Joshua Moeller, named NCO of the 
Year, and Spc. Robert Miller, named Sol-
dier of the Year.

The winners were announced Monday 
during the Association of the U.S. Army 
Annual Meeting and Exposition. 

Following the announcement, the two 
Soldiers commented on their wins and of-
fered their thoughts on what it means to 
be a Soldier and a Best Warrior.

NCO OF THE YEAR
According to Moeller, all 20 of the 

competitors – 10 NCOs and 10 Soldiers 
representing 10 major Army commands – 
immediately bonded during the competi-
tion.

Moeller, a Reserve senior drill instruc-
tor, compared the bond between competi-
tors to that of the drill sergeants’ “tight-
knit community.”

Regarding the competition, he said the 
most grueling test was the 12-mile road 
march, during which competitors tackled 
frequent changes in elevation, marching 
through the pitch black night and pour-
ing rain.

“I’m a scout and I’m used to road 
marches,” he said. “But this one was the 

toughest.”
The second toughest, he said, was the 

day and night land navigation course, 
which took them through dense brush and 
swamps.

Moeller’s advice to all Soldiers: “Put 
forth your best effort. Even if you think 
it’s not great, don’t ever stop striving for 
the best you can do. It won’t necessarily 
culminate in awards like this, but you’re 
going to be rewarded. If we’re chasing 
excellence every day, it’s going to benefit 
the Army and America as a whole.”

Moeller’s girlfriend, Lisa Cho, flew 
here from southern California and was on 
hand to share in Moeller’s achievement. 
She called it an “unexpected surprise.”

SOLDIER OF THE YEAR
Best Warrior was “the healthiest com-

petition I’ve been a part of,” said Miller. 
“Everyone was looking to their left and 
right. Never was there any hostility be-
tween competitors. That’s rare to find with 
a group of 20 tip-of-the-spear (Soldiers). 
We all were right next to each other the 
whole time, rooting each other on. That 
was really cool for me.”

As soon as the competition was over, 
Miller took a call from his mom. “She’s 
been one of my biggest cheerleaders,” he 
said. 

He said he received support from the 
rest of his family as well as the explosive 

ordnance disposal community, which he 
called a “close brotherhood.”

The specialist said his “phone has been 
blowing up with people texting me like 
crazy, and congratulating me and loving 
me. It’s been awesome.”

He has been enjoying his time in Wash-
ington, D.C., to compete in Best Warrior. 
“Yesterday I got to see the Declaration of 
Independence, Constitution and Bill of 
Rights,” he said. “You realize the sacri-
fice others have made.”

Miller’s advice to all Soldiers (and 
his unit in particular): “Never settle for 
anything less than your best effort. Keep 
pushing your boundaries. You’ll never 
regret it.”

MESSAGES FROM LEADERS
Vice Chief of Staff Gen. Daniel Allyn 

and Sgt. Maj. of the Army Daniel A. Dailey 
spoke during the Best Warrior ceremony. 
Allyn said the competitors “represent what 
it means to be a trained and ready trusted 
professional.” 

According to Dailey, the Best Warrior 
competition is about readiness. “The com-
petitors were using skills needed to survive 
on the battlefield to fight and win our na-
tion’s wars. Maybe you can be a Best War-
rior. You can’t, though, unless you try.”

MORE ABOUT THE WINNERS
Moeller is an Army Reserve cavalry scout 

serving with the 108th Training Command 
in San Diego, California. He has served in 
the Army for 16 years, and has deployed to 
Afghanistan and twice to Iraq.

He was born in Northridge, California, 
but calls nearby Riverside his hometown. 
He is looking to complete his bachelor’s 
degree in engineering management and 
then plans to earn a master’s degree in proj-
ect management.

Miller is an EOD specialist with the 8th 
Military Police Brigade at Schofield Bar-
racks, Hawaii. He has served in the Army 
nearly four years and has deployed to Ku-
wait. 

Miller was born in Clarksville, Tennes-
see. He plans to complete a bachelor’s de-
gree in criminal justice.

By David Vergun
Army News Service

BEST WARRIOR: Army announces Soldier, NCO of the Year 

Army photo

NCO of the Year Sgt. 1st Class Joshua Moeller 
(second from left) and Soldier of the Year Spc. 
Robert Miller display their Best Warrior trophies 
presented by Sgt. Maj. of the Army Daniel Dailey 
(left) and Vice Chief of Staff of the Army Gen. Dan-
iel Allyn at the AUSA awards luncheon Monday. 



would make our Army team stronger. We 
must ensure that when Americans from 
across our society look at their Army, they 
see an organization they can relate to, rec-
ognize and trust. We must also ensure that 
when America’s best and brightest look at 
their Army, they see an organization where 
they feel they can contribute and excel.

Finally, a more diverse Army provides 
the United States with a competitive ad-
vantage in expanding our ability to inter-
act and engage the citizens of the complex 
world in which we will continue to oper-
ate. 

This is absolutely critical, because no 
other arm of our government has such a 
large presence around the globe as the U.S. 
Army. By way of comparison, while the 
rest of the United States government has 
approximately 15,000 Foreign Service of-
ficers at work around the world represent-
ing our nation’s interests, America’s Army 
has up to 10 times that number of Soldiers 
at work overseas every day. 

Today’s Army is unique in history in that 
we have at least a few Soldiers in our ranks 
from virtually every one of those countries 
and cultures in which we currently oper-
ate. How much more effective could we be 
at partnership and cooperation if those few 
became many? 

In addition to the benefits diverse teams 
create in strengthening partnerships, nearly 
two decades of conflict have taught us hard 
truths about how appreciation of diverse 
populations helps equip us in understand-
ing and defeating our adversaries. 

When our Army is tasked not only to 
take and hold terrain, but also to bring dis-
parate partners together – many of whom 
have difficult ethnic and sectarian histories 
– the diversity of our teams is also a force 
multiplier. Partners across the world like 
to work with American Soldiers and when 
they do, they cannot ignore the diversity of 
Soldiers or the standard of excellence they 
set in working together. 

Our Army draws strength from both the 
example of our power and the power of 
our example. 

For the Army to measure up to the de-
mands of a rapidly changing world, we 
must also draw upon the Army ethos of crit-
ical thinking and self-examination. It may 
be under-appreciated outside the national 
security community, but no organization, 
public or private, matches the Army for its 
culture of relentless self-review, one that is 
borne from the experience of ground com-
bat where mistakes are measured in lives.

We need to draw upon this tradition to 
challenge our own notions of diversity and 
examine our unconscious biases. 

We often pride ourselves in embodying 
the word meritocracy – that we are an insti-
tution in which any individual can succeed, 
or fail, on his or her own merits regardless 
of race, color, national origin, religion, sex 
or sexual orientation. The many instances 
where we have approached this ideal are 
part of our Army’s great strength, but hon-
oring these ideals means that we cannot af-
ford to ignore the times where we’ve failed 
to live up to them. 

Striving to engender greater diversity in 
our force is too important to the Army’s 
effectiveness to avoid continuous self-
examination. 

These efforts will not be easy, nor will 
success be automatic. Indeed, some of 
the same scientific studies that show the 
benefits of diverse teams also reveal that 
diverse groups can be less efficient in the 
short term. 

In fact, scientists have found that the 
very friction inherent in bringing togeth-
er a group of individuals with different 
worldviews is what causes them to work 
harder, think more deliberately, and learn 
how to communicate more effectively. 
Often, what is comfortable is not what is 
most creative, or what delivers the great-

est effect on the battlefield. It’s a concept 
familiar to all of us: “no pain, no gain.” 

Whether during World War II or in the 
days that followed 9/11, it is when Ameri-
cans have come together in times of dif-
ficulty that our nation has demonstrated its 
greatest strength. And at so many times in 
our history, the Army has led the way. 

Engendering greater diversity and inclu-
sivity is not social experimentation – it is, 
in fact, a dynamic that has often been at the 
center of the Army’s success. 

It’s a story that dates back to the earliest 
days of our Republic, when marginalized 
Scots-Irish frontiersmen teamed up with 
Tidewater aristocrats and New Englander 
merchants to win our independence. It’s 
a tradition carried forward by waves of 
immigrants who came to our shores and 
forged their American identity through 
military service. It’s a legacy found in the 
service of the famed Buffalo Soldiers, Af-
rican-American troops who helped tame 
the American West. 

Many of them were former slaves, like 
Lieutenant Henry Flipper, the first Afri-
can-American to graduate from the U.S. 
Military Academy. 

It’s a history that includes Soldiers like 
Distinguished Service Cross-awardee, Pri-
vate Marcelino Serna, a Mexican-Ameri-
can who was the most highly decorated 
Soldier from Texas in World War I. 

These examples are each part of our 
larger Army story. When critics said the 
Army was too set in its ways, too big, or 
too afraid to move forward with change, 
our men and women in uniform proved 
them wrong – desegregating after World 
War II, 16 years before the Civil Rights 
Act, integrating women into our military 
where they would earn equal pay as their 
male counterparts four decades ago, at a 
time before they were welcome in much of 
our workforce. 

As the Army answered challenges and 

delivered solutions at difficult times in our 
history, our Soldiers have proven what’s 
right about our country. 

I’m reminded of our continuing journey 
every time I look at a framed fragment of 
the 54th Massachusetts Infantry Regiment 
Colors, the Army’s first African American 
regiment of the Civil War, which I proudly 
display in my office. On July 18, 1863, 
Sergeant William H. Carney retrieved this 
flag from a fallen color bearer and carried 
it forward despite multiple wounds. He 
survived to return the flag to his own lines. 
“I only did my duty,” he said. “The old flag 

never touched the ground.” 
Sergeant Carney would eventually be 

awarded the Medal of Honor for his acts 
of courage and valor, albeit decades after 
when later generations could see through 
his color to recognize his valor. 

In fact, the Army would wait another 
half-century until President Truman inte-
grated the Armed Forces, declaring that it 
was “essential that there be maintained in 
the armed services of the United States the 
highest standards of democracy.” 

To do justice to Sergeant Carney’s dedi-
cated service and the sacrifice of countless 
other Americans, we have responsibili-
ties to meet today. We must continue on 
our journey, building stronger and more 
diverse teams that will make our Army a 
more effective force in the future. 

As the 22nd Secretary of the United 
States Army, I am committed to a future 
Army where every rank and specialty can 
draw from among America’s best, where 
our Soldiers represent states and cities 
across this country, and members of its di-
verse communities. 

I see a force where our Soldiers are en-
abled by another great source for our na-
tion’s strength: our marketplace of ideas 
and innovation, where our Soldiers are 
supported by an acquisitions process that 
more closely reflects the adaptability of 
America’s industrial base, equipping our 
men and women with what they need, 
when they need it. 

I see a force in which Soldiers of vari-
ous religious backgrounds are provided 
appropriate accommodations and have the 
liberty to follow their faith traditions as 
members of our military family. 

I see an Army where we care for our 
Soldiers physical and mental health, as 
well as that of their family members, with 
the same determination we bring to warf-
ighting, giving our men and women the 
peace of mind they need to focus on their 
missions as they confront emerging threats 
and defend our nation around the world. 

For the Army of tomorrow to remain as 
great as the Army of today, we must live up 
to our own legacy, continually challenging 
ourselves to attract the best, and to bring 
out the best in each other as members of 
strong, diverse, and creative teams. 

Just as Sergeant Carney of the 54th Mas-
sachusetts picked up the Colors from those 
who went before him, we must carry the 
banner forward today to become an Army 
that is stronger, more adaptable, and more 
effective in achieving our missions and 
meeting our responsibilities to the Ameri-
can people.
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Photo by John Martinez 

Fanning tests his skill at pulling up a litter with a rescue dummy during a tour of the 25th Infantry 
Division’s Lighting Academy jungle training in Hawaii July 26.

Top 10% in the nation for patient safety

Southeast Alabama Medical Center employees and
medical sta� thank Fort Rucker for its commitment
to the security of our community and our country.
We extend our appreciation to the soldiers and
military families for their personal sacri�ces.

1108 ROSS CLARK CIRCLE DOTHAN, AL 36301 334-793-8111 SAMC.ORG

WE
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FORT

RUCKER.

CLARK THEATRES
ENTERPRISE

Web Site: www.hollywoodconnector.com
MOVIE INFO 24/7 - 347-2531
ACTIVE DUTY SERVICE MEMBER DISCOUNT

(WITH ACTIVE MILITARY ID ) + 1 Guest
OCTOBER 7 - 13, 2016

ENTERPRISE SHOPPING CENTER

WESTGATE CENTER Enterprise Information
334-347-2531

College Cinema • enterprise
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n *R Rated Films, one must be 17 or with parent*

III STORKS - PG
Fri: 7:00 & 9:00 • Thurs: 7:00 & 9:00
Sat-Wed: 2:00, 4:00, 7:00 & 9:00

IV MASTERMINDS - PG13
Fri: 7:00 & 9:00 • Thurs: 7:00 & 9:00
Sat-Wed: 2:00, 4:00, 7:00 & 9:00

I THE MAGNIFICENT SEVEN - PG13
Fri: 7:00 & 9:35 • Thurs: 7:00 & 9:35
Sat-Wed: 1:30, 4:05, 7:00 & 9:35

II THE GIRL ON THE TRAIN - R
Fri: 7:00 & 9:20 • Thurs: 7:00 & 9:20
Sat-Wed: 2:00, 4:20, 7:00 & 9:20

III DEEPWATER HORIZON - PG13
Fri: 7:00 & 9:15 • Thurs: 7:00 & 9:15
Sat-Wed: 2:00, 4:15, 7:00 & 9:15

I MISS PEREGRINE'S HOME
FOR PECULIAR CHILDREN - PG13
Fri: 7:00 & 9:25 • Thurs: 7:00 & 9:25
Sat-Wed: 1:45, 4:10, 7:00 & 9:25

II MIDDLE SCHOOL:
THE WORST YEARS OF MY LIFE - PG
Fri: 7:10, 9:10 • Thurs: 7:10 & 9:10
Sat-Wed: 2:00, 4:00, 7:10 & 9:10

Fall Break - Oct. 8 -12 Matinees Everyday

Photo by Tim Hipps 

Fanning admires the silver medal won by Spc. Paul Chelimo of the U.S. Army World Class Athlete 
Program at the USA House Aug. 21 at the 2016 Olympic Games in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.



only have a digital gun range where they 
can practice.

“There is no physical gun range here and 
there are no weapons,” Johnson said. “We 
have an Engagement Skills Trainer. But 
the trainer does allow us to train on all the 
different weapons. The transition from the 
EST to normal weapons was easy. They 
have the same weight, the same kick.”

At the Camp Atterbury range, Johnson 
got a perfect score with the M9.

“I was shocked. I thought I didn’t do that 
great,” he said.

The M9 Qualification required the Sol-
diers to ruck-march between seven differ-
ent ranges set about a mile apart. At each 
range, they went through a series of pop-up 
targets at different distances ranging from 
five meters to 25 meters. Each Soldier only 
had three 15-round magazines of ammuni-
tion for the competition. 

The challenge wasn’t so much the ranges 
themselves, but the environmental condi-
tions the Soldiers faced.

“We experienced a full spectrum of 
weather from torrential downpours to hot 
and sunny with high humidity,” Johnson 
said. “At the first range, it was overcast and 
cloudy. At the second range, it rained really 
hard for about 40 minutes. By the time we 
got to the last ranges, the sky was cloud-
less, and it was sunny, hot, humid and mis-
erable.”

The entire competition was a real test of 
Soldiering skills, Johnson said. 

“It was amazing. They wouldn’t tell you 
what was coming up. They would just tell 
us to get our stuff and then we were going 
here or there. We just didn’t know. We did 
our physical training test right after dinner, 
and that was really tough,” Johnson said. 

“I am motivated by competitions that test 
my strengths as a Soldier and competing 
against the best always drives me as a com-
petitor. The one thing I learned: I did not 
train hard enough.” 

Johnson and Murphy were chosen for 
the AMC Best Warrior competition by their 
command leadership. For a month prior 
to the competition, the two Soldiers spent 
several hours a week preparing for 28 tasks, 
including the Army Physical Fitness Test, 
Confidence Course, Day and Night Land 
Navigation, and 10K ruck-march. 

“We trained together and motivated each 
other,” Johnson said. “We trained as much 
as we could at what we knew.”

Besides marksmanship, the two felt they 
were also at a disadvantage when training 
for the ruck-march because of the relatively 
flat topography of Fort Rucker. They tried 
to make up for that disadvantage by ruck-
marching three times a week outside their 
normal physical training routine.

“We rucked on the biggest hills we could 
find here around the lake, but they are noth-
ing like the hilly conditions at Camp Atter-
bury,” Johnson said. “The ruck-marching 
was the hardest challenge. We trained with 
50 pounds in our rucksack plus I would 

throw in a bit of extra weight. That’s more 
than the Army requirement of 35 pounds. 
But it wasn’t enough because the compe-
tition had us in excess of 100 pounds of 
weight by the time we were wearing all the 
gear, including body armor with plates and 
combat helmet.”

The two trained by ruck-marching Fort 
Rucker’s “smooth” roads – mostly paved 
and some dirt – whereas Camp Atterbury 
had rough and rocky gravel roads.

“We really didn’t know what to expect. 
But, that’s just part of the competition,” 
Johnson said. 

The two Soldiers also spent hours going 
over the Army study guide in preparation 
for facing a board of command sergeants 
major. 

“We needed to make sure we had a gen-
eral knowledge of the Army and Army 
procedures,” Johnson said. “We had to be 
prepared for event-oriented, leadership type 
questions. Questions like: ‘If a Soldier did 
this, what would you do to correct it?’ Or: 
‘Here’s a situation. How would you ap-
proach this situation?’ The competition con-
densed 16 years of everything I’ve learned 
as a Soldier into three days.”

The competitors marched nearly 30 miles 
in full combat gear, fired six different weap-
ons, wrote an essay on female integration 
into combat arms, tackled 39 scenario-
based warrior tasks and took a 50-question 
test on everything Army.

They participated in a stress-shooting 
training exercise where they paired up to 
reach their objective under indirect fire 
while also encountering casualties and hav-
ing to pull a victim to safety. They complet-
ed a 12-mile ruck march that ended with an 
improvised explosive device scenario re-
quiring them to don their gas masks during 
a chemical, biological, radiological, nuclear 
and explosives event. 

“My favorite event was the obstacle 
course, because it challenged us to use our 
whole body and it promoted teamwork 
to complete obstacles. I have competed 
in many obstacle course races, including 
Tough Mudder, Spartan Race Trifecta and 
the Warrior Dash,” Johnson said. 

Johnson said his wife and 5-year-old son, 
and his leadership at Knox Army Airfield, 
supported his training efforts. Sgt. 1st Class 
Sean Allen aided with coordinating training 
for Johnson and Murphy.

“You have to have a lot of determination. 
The competition really gets tough in some 
parts. I might not have been the best, but I 
completed all the events,” he said. 

Johnson joined the Army 16 years ago as 
a Chinook mechanic/maintainer. 

“I’ve always enjoyed taking apart any-
thing mechanical,” he said. “When I was a 
teenager, I would take apart lawnmower en-
gines. I made a go kart out of a lawn mower 
engine. As I got older, I enjoyed working on 
car engines and building all sorts of stuff.”

His career has included deployments 
to Bosnia, Kosovo, South America, Af-
ghanistan and Iraq, a tour in Korea and 
an assignment at Hunter Army Airfield in 

Savannah, Georgia.
He said he would recommend the Best 

Warrior Competition to any Soldier who 
wants to be their best both physically and 
mentally, as well as in the area of Soldier 
leadership and development. 

“This competition identified what areas 
you are weak in, whether it be land naviga-

tion or weapon qualifying or Army knowl-
edge. Then, you can focus on those areas 
and get better for your future assignments,” 
Johnson said. “If I could do this competi-
tion, anyone can do it. Test yourself. You 
never know what’s going to happen. And, 
if you think you are training hard, train 
harder.” 

But now is the time for people 
to raise issues or ideas for the 
AFAP, Johnson said.

“It’s important for the com-
munity to continually voice their 
concerns and opinions about their 
quality of life, so the senior mili-
tary leadership knows what the 
concerns are, (and can ) prioritize 
critical issues (for) resolution and 
give updates on the progress of 
submitted quality of life issues,” 
he said. 

People can submit an idea or 
concern in several ways: AFAP 
issue submission boxes are post-
ed along with submission forms 
throughout the installation, and 
people can fill out a form and place 
in the box at a later date; people 
can contact the AFAP program 
manager at 255-1429; and they 
can visit http://rucker.armymwr.
com/us/rucker/programs/army-
family-action-plan/ and click the 
“Submit Your Quality of Life Is-
sues” dropdown menu, Johnson 

said.
“Submitting concerns involves 

communicating with Army Com-
munity Service or going online 
to Army OneSource to submit is-
sues on the AFAP page,” he said. 
“Those issues then go through 
AFAP volunteers and are present-
ed to four different focus groups 
of delegates at the event. 

“Those groups will select the 
top priority issue to be worked and 
then spend several hours discuss-
ing the issue as a group for differ-
ent solutions,” he added. “The top 
issue for the group is briefed at an 
out-briefing to the command and 
delegates, and then presented to 
all of the delegates. Afterwards, 
these problems and solutions go 
to headquarters for discussion and 
implementation.”

In addition to submitting ideas 
for potential discussion during the 
forum, individuals may also of-
fer support through volunteerism, 
Johnson added.

“The process to become a vol-
unteer is to come by the ACS of-

fice located in Bldg. 5700, Rm. 
177 and ask for the AFAP pro-
gram manager,” he said. “People 
wishing to volunteer may also go 
online and check the volunteer in-
formation under the “Volunteer” 
tab on Army OneSource. In order 
to become a delegate for the focus 
groups this fall, volunteers will 
need to fill out an application. The 
application must be returned to 
the AFAP manager by Oct. 17.

“(People who) register for the 
AFAP Focus Groups Forum as a 
delegate, they will work the is-
sue in one of the four different 
working groups,” he added. “The 
registered delegates are the ones 
who present the issues in the fo-
rum. Other registered personnel in 
the forum are the subject matter 
experts from the different organi-
zations on the installation. SMEs 
participate by explaining why a 
policy or procedure exists, and 
may be able to give history on an 
issue or give advice to a recom-
mended solution.”   

According to Johnson, the con-

ference represents the voice of the 
community and provides a fresh 
look into its members’ needs.

“AFAP represents the ability 
of the community to speak for its 
members, and effect change with-
in itself and the Army, as a whole,” 
he said. “It allows the community 
to verbalize problems and produce 
solutions for those issues.”

During last year’s conference, 
numerous recommendations went 
forward to improve quality of life 
for Soldiers, family members, 
civilians and retirees. In 2012, 
the No. 1 issue at the Army-level 
AFAP conference was started at 
Fort Rucker. 

“Significant progress has been 
made on the issues from last 
year’s AFAP,” Johnson said. “Pro-
grams and policies have been up-
dated and implemented, such as a 
garrison pilot mentoring program 
for GS-8 (employees), policies are 
in effect to ensure fraternization is 
not happening between instructors 
and students. The SKIES facility 
continues to be a work in progress 

and will be resolved in the future. 
The status is updated following 
every Garrison Commander’s 
Steering Committee meeting. “  

According to Johnson, any issue 
or concern that affects the quality 
of life of the Fort Rucker commu-
nity should be submitted.

“Issues concerning the quality 
of life of the Fort Rucker commu-
nity, as a whole and going beyond 
the personal level, are issues that 
should be submitted to AFAP – 
these are problems that should be 
dealt with by the community and 
perhaps by the Army, as a whole,” 
he said.

Issues with a facility or particu-
lar organization should be report-
ed directly to the commander or 
manager of that facility or online 
via http://ice.disa.mil/.

Individuals interested in volun-
teering should contact Johnson at 
255-1429. A list of volunteer posi-
tions is listed under the Volunteer 
Management Information System 
tab via Fort Rucker>ACS>AFAP 
on myarmyonesource.com.

that I’ve done or the legacy that I have, but the legacy 
of the Soldiers who have been serving this organization 
for decades,” he said. “I wanted to become a commander 
to help facilitate others’ talents and skills, so to be able 
to be a part of that, and to see other people flourish and 
to see other people serve their communities and their 
fellow Soldiers through music is where I get the plea-
sure.”

For fellow band member Staff Sgt. Christine Perment-

er, her time in the band has been not only a learning 
experience, but a chance for her to grow.

“It’s been really amazing,” she said. “Being a part of 
more and more ceremonies, I got to see a lot more and 
experience a lot more. I just feel like during my time 
here I was able to grow so much more as a musician and 
a performer, so it’s meant a lot.”

Permenter headed the band’s rock band and said 
she will have fond memories of performing at Free-
dom Fest, where the band had the responsibility of 
entertaining thousands during one of Fort Rucker’s 

most popular events.
“Freedom Fest is something I’ll always remember,” 

she said. “It’s a lot of time, a lot of effort, a lot of energy 
and a lot of work, but it’s so worth it and I loved every 
minute of it.”

Miller wrapped up the ceremony by addressing all past 
and present 98th Army “Silver Wings” Band members.

“Thank you for 62 years of faithful duty – job well 
done! The sounds and chords of your service will con-
tinue to echo in the halls of Army Aviation for genera-
tions to come,” she said.
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*APR=annual percentage rate. Rates are lowest available rates, reflect all possible discounts
and are accurate as of 10/1/2016. Your rate will be based on your credit and may be higher.
Purchases and balance transfers must be made within the first 90 days of opening the card
to qualify for 0% APR for 6 months. Cash advances not included in this offer. Purchases and
balance transfers made after the initial 90 days will be at the regular rate. Regular rates
are as low as 7.99% APR. This promotion can change at any time. Other restrictions may
apply. Contact AACFCU for details.

aacfcu.com • Bldg. 8937 Red Cloud Road, Fort Rucker
341 North Daleville Avenue, Daleville • 598-4411

Apply at any branch, online or by phone.
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531 Boll Weevil Circle

View more pictures
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Facebook
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ONLY $450 - $650
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$109,900

Boll Weevil Fall Festival
AUBURN TICKETS GIVEAWAY

OCTOBER 29, 2016
Visit CHRIS ROGERS at his open houses the first 3 Saturdays in October & register to win

2 FREE AUBURN HOME GAME TICKETS
Winner will be announced at the Boll Weevil Fall Festival October 29TH!

208 LEGACY DRIVE - $187,000

to Ft Rucker. Come view Saturday!!
Directions: Legacy

Farms: Take

Hosted by:
Maggie Haas
389-0011 &

Chris Rogers

VISIT THIS OPEN HOUSE
SATURDAY, Oct 8 • 2-4PM &

REGISTER FOR GAME TICKETS

000

222 WINDSOR GARDEN DRIVE - $169,900

Directions: From Boll

on Windsor Place.
Right turn on Windsor
Garden Drive. Home is
around the back of the
neighborhood on the

right.

103 WEST ROBERTSON COURT
TARTAN PINES - $234,900

798-3357

Winner will

OPEN SUNDAY, OCT. 9
2:00PM-4:00PM

il Fall Festival

OPEN SUNDAY, OCT. 9
1:00PM-3:00PM

406 0726 954 651 6722406 0726 954-651-672222
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FORT DRUM, N.Y. — Aviators 
from 2nd Battalion, 10th Aviation 
Regiment, 10th Combat Aviation Bri-
gade, successfully completed a night-
time air-assault training operation with 
infantry Soldiers from 2nd Battalion, 
14th Infantry Regiment, 2nd Brigade 
Combat Team Sept. 23 at Fort Drum.

The training exercise, named Opera-
tion Dragon Wing, continued into the 
early morning hours, transporting about 
200 Soldiers from the 2-14th Inf. Regt. 
during zero-illumination conditions 
and validating C Company, 2-10th Avn. 
Regt. in preparation for the upcoming 
Mountain Peak training exercise.

“This is what this division is all about,” 
said Capt. Lewis Hudson, commander of 
C Co., 2-10th Avn. Regt. “This division 
is all about moving rapidly, and being 
able to place Soldiers in advantageous, 
key terrain to take out the enemy more 
effectively and more quickly.”

Hudson said that members of the 
company exceeded expectations by 
moving from initial planning through 
completion of the complex air-assault 

operation in less than 96 hours. 
The operation required Aviators to 

maneuver 10 UH-60 Black Hawks 
into small landing zones on six sepa-
rate trips. Aviators had to use night vi-
sion goggles and coordinate with a live 
ground force while dealing with a sim-
ulated enemy. Hudson said that large-
scale training like this is especially im-
portant for newer crew members.

“It had a huge confidence building 
aspect to it all,” he said. “We have a lot 
of junior air crews, and they’re going 
to remember this for the rest of their 
lives as a major training event.”

Hudson explained that C Co. was 
the final company within 2-10th Avn. 
Regt. to validate its air assault capa-
bilities, and it’s been a process that 
will soon move on to the battalion 
and brigade level at the upcoming 
Mountain Peak training event. 

In order to validate, Hudson said, a 
company must meet a list of criteria 
set forth by the battalion commander. 
Successfully meeting the criteria for 
validation proves a company’s ability 
to be successful in operations any-
where in the world.

CW4 Seth Botts, battalion standard-
ization officer for 2-10th Avn. Regt., 

said that any air-assault mission that 
puts everybody where they need to be, 
on time and without injury to person-
nel or Army equipment is a success.

Training the Aviators like they are 
doing now will translate into greater 
success later on, he said.

“The more realistic training you 
have here, it makes it easier down-
range,” Botts said. “So, when we go 
down to a deployment or something 
like that, we just have to deal with 
the enemy because we already know 
what we’re supposed to be doing.”

The overall preparation the 10th CAB 
has conducted for Mountain Peak has 
been demanding, but Botts said the 
progress made by the Aviators and the 
Soldiers has been rewarding to watch.

“I’m really proud of all of our guys 
because we put them through a pretty 
high op tempo continuously here,” he 
said. “The way the company’s reacted 
to get where we are now, it’s been awe-
some to see these guys develop.”

Botts said success at Operation Drag-
on Wing and working with members of 
2-14th Inf. Regt. develops key strengths 
within 10th Mountain Division (LI) that 
will aid in the upcoming Mountain Peak 
event and beyond.

NORTHERN IRAQ — Staff 
Sgt. Darryl “Gunny” Joseph leaps 
into the night of northern Iraq as 
the UH-60 Black Hawk touches 
down – the dust from the rotary 
wash clouding his vision. 

His mission is simple: set up the 
landing zone and guide in the air-
craft carrying the M777 artillery 
pieces to the raid site.

The process of setting up a land-
ing zone, or sling load area, is not 
new to him. Back at Fort Camp-
bell, Kentucky, Joseph and the Sol-
diers from Battery C, 1st Battalion, 
320th Field Artillery Regiment, 
2nd Brigade Combat Team, “Task 
Force Strike,” practiced sling load 
operations many times before.

But this is not a training exercise 
– this is the real deal.

THE PROCESS
Task Force Strike advises and 

assists Iraqi security forces with 
planning and intelligence, training 
and equipping, and, on this night, 
indirect fires.

Artillerymen from the 2nd BCT, 
101st Airborne Division (Air As-
sault), conducted sling load opera-
tions in support of the Iraqi secu-
rity forces’ advance to Qayyarah, a 
city south of Mosul. It was a gun 
raid – moving M777 howitzers to 
a forward location to support Iraqi 
troops.

Raids are fast and deliberate op-
erations, said Sgt. 1st Class Juan 
Burkett, the platoon sergeant with 
1st Platoon, Battery C. The artil-
lerymen can move to a location 

quickly to set up and fire, without 
the enemy having knowledge of 
their locations. 

“Whenever we go into an artil-
lery mission, it’s always the same,” 
said Burkett. “It’s to support what-
ever assets we have forward.”

Since Battery C Soldiers arrived 
in Iraq, they have been providing 
indirect fire support to the ISF as 
it maneuvers against the Islamic 
State in Iraq and the Levant. Bat-
tery C has executed hundreds of 
missions and fired thousands of 
rounds in support of ISF operations 
since taking over in late May.

THE SET UP
Joseph moves into the night to 

establish the hot landing zone. 
When the next helicopters ar-

See raid, Page B4

Army Staff Sgt. Darryl Joseph, a gunnery sergeant with Task Force Strike, com-
municates with a CH-47 Chinook crew in Erbil, Iraq, recently. 

Photo by 1st Lt. Daniel Johnson

By 1st Lt. Daniel Johnson
2ND BCT, 101st AD (AA)
Public Affairs

GUN RAID

WHEELER ARMY AIRFIELD, Hawaii — In the 
early hours of Sept. 14, unmanned aircraft systems op-
erators and maintainers pushed their aircraft out of a 
hangar at the start of the day.

Soldiers assigned to the Tactical Unmanned Aircraft 
System Platoon, D Company, 29th Brigade Engineer 
Battalion, 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 25th Infantry Di-
vision, perform daily checks on their RQ-7B Shadow, a 
small, lightweight UAS that provides invaluable service 
for the battalions of the 3rd BCT.

“It’s designed to do tactical reconnaissance, so it can 
do full-motion video with color and (infrared) at night,” 
said 1st Lt. Sara M. Downing, TUAS Platoon leader. “It 
can also do a communications relay package encrypted, 
so it acts like a giant relay in the sky.”

According to Downing, the UAS can laser designate 
from manned and unmanned teams with the ability to 
work with the AH-64 Apache or other aircraft that use 
the AGM-114 Hellfire air-to-surface missiles.

“It can point onto a target with a laser, and then the 
Hellfire missile locks on to that laser, guiding it right on 
the target,” she said.

The TUAS Platoon doesn’t use the nimble aircraft 
just to perform an offensive role – the Shadow can stay 
in the sky for several consecutive hours to perform an 
active reconnaissance role.

“For training missions, we do a lot of convoy track-
ing,” said Spc. Connor Rawlings, UAS operator, TUAS 
platoon, D Co., 29th BEB. “We’ll follow the convoy 
and scout ahead.”

The operators, depending on their task, also conduct 
passive reconnaissance when the mission requires it.

“We’ll do straight target watching,” Rawlings said. 
“If division or brigade wants us to watch a target – they 
see an individual in a certain area they know of – but 
they don’t know exactly where he is in a compound.”

U.S. Army special forces and their NATO counterparts conduct an air assault on a small compound during Brave Warrior 2016 at 
Bakony Combat Training Center, Hungary, Sept. 27.

Photo by Staff Sgt. Jennifer Bunn

BRAVE WARRIOR

By Staff Sgt. Armando Limon
25th Infantry Division 
Public Affairs

Spc. Jacob Veil, UAS repairer, tightens the throttle of an RQ-
7B Shadow.

Photo by Staff Sgt. Armando Limon

EYE IN 
THE SKY

By Spc. Thomas Scaggs
10th Combat Aviation Brigade 
Public Affairs

Soldiers from 2-14th Inf. Regt. wait for cold-load training and safety procedures from 2-10th Avn. Regt. Soldiers during Operation Dragon 
Wing at Fort Drum, N.Y.

Photo by Spc. Thomas Scaggs 

See wayfinders, Page B4

10th CAB conducts night-
time air-assault training 

‘Wayfinders’ perform 
recon, defend brigade

Aviators aid artillery support of Iraqi advance on ISIL
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

CEMETERY LOTS & RELATED

MERCHANDISE
HEALTH PRODUCTS

PETS & ANIMALS

DOGS

FARMER’S MARKET

FRESH PRODUCE

HAY & GRAIN

WANTED - FARM & GARDEN

EMPLOYMENT
GENERAL

RESIDENTIAL
REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

FARMS, LAND, TIMBER

HOMES FOR SALE

HOMES FOR SALE

HOMES WITH ACREAGE

WATERFRONT

MOBILE HOMES FOR SALE

RECREATION
ATVS, GO CARTS, GOLF CARTS

BOATS

RECREATION
CAMPERS & TRAVEL TRAILERS

MOTOR HOMES & RVS

TRANSPORTATION

ANTIQUE & CLASSIC VEHICLES

AUTOS FOR SALE

MOTORCYCLES

Easy Ways to
Increase Your
Ad’s Results...

1. Use bold type
2. Use an Attractor
3. Start your ad with the item you are selling
or a benefit headline
4. Abbreviate as little as possible
5. Describe your item or job position in detail
6. Include the price of the item you are selling
7. Use white space, large type and graphics
to make your ad stand out and be
visually compelling

BUY IT!
SELL IT! FIND IT!

IT’S AS EASY AS
1. CALL

2. PLACE YOUR AD

3. GET RESULTS

Double Entombment Mausoleum,
complete. $8000 for both. In Ozark on 231 N.

Call: 334-347-0357.

DIABETIC TEST STRIPS
NEEDED I BUY SEALED/
UNEXPIRED BOXES.

CALL BOB (334) 219-4697
OR (850) 710-0189

Gorgeous Black Lab Mix. Sporty, Intelligent,
Great Spirit. Neutered. Free. 334-693-9097

Light Brindle Bully/Lab Mix. Happy, Playful,
Loves other dogs. Spayed. Free. 334-693-9097

Handsome Black/White Lab Mix. Great
Personality. Neutered. Free. 334-693-9097

Beautiful Large Yellow Lab Mix. Smart, Playful
and obedient. Spayed. Free. 334-693-9097

APLIN FARMS
üû Now Open ûü
Mon.-Sat. 8-6
& Sun. 1-6

CALL 334-792-6362
Peas, Pumpkins &
Sunflowers

FRESH GREEN PEANUTS
Call: 850-352-2199
Or 850-573-6594

Peanut Shack 4128 Hwy 231

SAWYER’S PRODUCE
HAS FRESH HOME GROWN PRODUCE

Home grown Tomatoes
Shell peas & Butterbeans,
Chilton County Peaches,

Other Fresh picked Fruits and
Vegetables Available!
Located Hwy 52 Malvern

334-793-6690

MADDOX FARMS
Beautiful Bermuda Coastal Hay
r Round Rolls $50 r Square $5

Paso Fino Horses for Sale
Horse, Pasture & Barn Boarding

Call 334-791-0023

OATS FOR SALE
Bulk or Bag

Call Lee Fenn 334-621-0573

r Top Quality Coastal Bermuda Hay
2016 Lg. Rolls, Net Wrapped &
Fertilized 850-209-9145

Buying Pine / Hardwood in
your area. No tract too small

@ Custom Thinning
Call Pea River Timber
r 334-389-2003 q

FULL TIME
TANKER TRUCK
DRIVER

HAZMAT, CLASS A LICENSE WITH
TANKER ENDORSEMENT REQUIRED.

NO OVERNIGHT.
M-F & EVERY

OTHER WEEKEND.
CLEAN RECORD
NECESSARY.
BENEFITS.

APPLY IN PERSON
SOUTHEASTERN OIL COMPANY ,
160 TWITCHELL RD, DOTHAN AL

NO PHONE CALLS!

THE CITY OF ENTERPRISE
IS ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
FOR THE POSITION OF:

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF
ENGINEERING SERVICES

Summary: The employee is responsible for
ensuring building permits are issued and
inspections are carried out properly.

Assists in the coordination of meetings for
the planning commission, board of adjust-
ments and site review committee. Assists
in carrying out bidding process for all city
departments. Assists in oversight of traffic
control device maintenance and street

light maintenance and installation. Ensures
the airport is operating properly. Ensures
city buildings are maintained properly.
Assists in the presentation of bids. Assists
the Director in the maintaining of current
department expenditures complete with
materials and supplies purchased for the
department. Assigns and reviews work of
subordinate managers and operating
personnel including Building Inspector(s),
Administrative Assistant, Facilities
Maintenance Technician(s), and Traffic
Control Technician. Assumes the duties of

the Director in his absence.

Minimum Qualifications:
Must possess a high school diploma or
equivalent and a minimum of seven years
of experience in general construction

and/or engineering.

STARTING SALARY: $43,642.04
OPENING DATE:

September 30th, 2016
CLOSING DATE:

October 14th, 2016
To Apply, visit: www.enterpriseal.gov

CITY OF ENTERPRISE
CITY HALL, 501 S MAIN ST. ENTERPRISE,

AL. M-F, 7:30 - 4:30 EOE.

15.6 acres @ $3500 = $54,600.
4" well, septic tank, 10x16 work shop, 2
full R.V. sites, 50 amp. 30 amp. under
ground electric. ∂ Jim Baxley Road
Slocomb, AL. Call: 334-618-9998.

20 acres of land for sale
in Russell County

(Pittsview AL) Gammage Rd.
r Call 205 240-8380

783 Co. Line Rd. 6.6 acres mini farm
with barn and 2 acres fenced. Great

restricted home site, Taylor water, 10 min.s
to Publix & Flowers Hospital, Geneva Co.
schools & taxes & a Dothan mailing
address. $77,000. Call: 334-333-5646.

Sealed Bid Auction
for 294 acres

of prime timberland with
amazing turkey and deer
hunting. Located 5 miles

east of Georgetown, GA on the Lower
Lumpkin Road. Land previously produced
peanuts and cotton. Assessed value is $408,
373. Please respond with your sealed bid
offer by Friday, October 28 to P.O. Box 32038
Phoenix, Arizona 85064 Photos and contact

information at mdayauctions.com

307 Girard Ave., corner
lot, brick, home quality
construction, 3BR/2BA ,
approx. 2000 sq. ft., lots
of closets, decked attic

space, ¾ oak HD/FLs underneath carpet,
seperate garage & carport, new roof & AC in

great condition, last 5 yrs. $219,000
Shown by appoint. Call James 334-655-2040.

Beautifully Renovated 3BR/2BA historical
downtown Headland area, 1358SF H/C (2,102SF
under roof), new plumbing, wiring & HVAC,
new roof, hardi-plank siding, carpet (in 3 BR)
hardwood & tile, SS appl., granite, new light
fixtures & ceiling fans, 22x32 attached carport,
deep lot with fencing on 3 sides.
$129,000 Call 334-740-4513 or 334-740-4514

CASH FLOWING PROPERTIES ASHFORD AL
7 buildings (5-Duplexes and 2-single family)
for a total of 12 doors. Located is Ashford
AL. Buildings are average 10 yrs. old.
Owners would like to sell as a package.
Currently managed. $650,000 334-714-3755

FSBO: 2007 Headland home has 3BR/2BA,
modern kitchen with dining area, dbl. car
garage attachment, screened in back porch,
larger than 1 acre lot has fruit bearing Pecan
trees and outside storage building, lot has un-
derground automatic sprinkler system and
complete home Culligan water system, This
home is well maintained in a very nice and well
established neighborhood. Close to city

schools, and easy access to Dothan. This house
is ideal for a starter home or retired couple.
For appt. in Headland Contact 334-718-0397

FSBO OR RENT 205 BLAIR LANE, DOTHAN
Must See This One! Across from pool @ Dothan
Nation Golf course, lg. guest rm. open fl. plan,
1900SF, all appl. Rehobeth School District.
"Lg. Suite 390SF" Valued @ $225,000 $170,000
or $1,200 M. +D. No Pets. Call 334-596-4366

r Open House
Sun. 9th (1:30-4:30)
1237 Forest Lake Dr.
located in Elba

REDUCED! $519K 5BR/3BA,
6,918 sf. Custom built home. 1.5 acre across
for ten acre lake, great water front views.
Tons of storage, 4 car garage, wood, tile &
carpet throughout. Large patio out back.
Great for entertaining and family events!

Call: 334-434-3615

Owner financed no interest!
∂ 3BR/2BA 3553 Co. Rd. 69,
Echo, Ch&A, 1700SF,
¼ acre lot, $3000 down
$650 Mo. for 9 years
∂ 2BR/1BA 1004 S. Range
Rd. Dothan, FP, CH&A,
$3000 t $400 Mo. 8 Yrs.

Call 334-796-7654 For More Info.

160 Acres +/- 2 Story
Brick Home & 2 Story
Barn with 2BR/1BA Apt.
on paved Co. Rd. 408 easy

access Hwy 84, between Elba & Opp. 10 Ac.
home site, 20 Ac. crop and pasture land, 3-4 Ac.
stocked pond, rest Ac. hunting/timberland,
2800SF home built in 2000, 3/5, eat-in kitchen,
dn.rm., greatroom, office, attached garage,
barn w/workshops $540,000 Call 334-897-6645

Governor’s Waterfront - 25.02 +/- ac. Barbour
County, AL OFFERED BY SEALED BID /DEADLINE

10/28/16 3:00PM Call Fletcher Majors,
334-472-0027 or 334-328-9278

∂Gorgeous views Lake Eufaula-Lake George,
1523’ WF ∂Waterfront Dev.,

Lakefront Compound, RV Park or Marina

Lg. 1.74 ac. Lot - White Oak Creek -
Eufaula 160 ft. water front, water, power &
septic tank, currently set up for camper,

has 2-decks, no boat dock
ONLY $95,000 334-798-0040

rWill pay top dollar
for used mobile

homes. 334-685-0889

Polaris 2013 Sportsman 90 ATV , great for the
youngsters first 4-wheeler, excellent condition.
Also a 4-wheel ATV trailer, 5x8, recenlty paint-
ed $1,900 334-687-9670.

1980 Boston Whaler Revenge , 1994 Mercury
200. Also comes with Tandem trailer , ONLY
$10,000 OBO . Boat has Cuddy Cabin. MUST
SELL! for health reason. Call Ken 229-334-5723.

Sun Dolphin 2015 Pro-102, 2 man boat, com-
plete with trolling motor, battery, aireated live
well, depth finder and trailer, $1850 Call 334-
797-1782

Police and Courts
Reporter

The Dothan Eagle, a 24,000 daily newspaper located in Dothan, AL, has an opening for
an experienced reporter. Candidate must be able to cover many topics, but the main
focus will be reporting police and court news. Candidate must be versatile, be able to
analyze and write well, cover beats, work well under deadline, develop sources, and take
complicated issues and make the reader understand them. Must write daily stories and
enterprise pieces. We are looking for a strong writer who can write with context and
clarity and has a passion for news. Must have initiative, energy, a good work ethic,
excellent interviewing skills and be a storyteller. Must be able to also report through our
digital platforms, to include videos, Twitter and Facebook.

We are a BH Media company located in Southeast Alabama, just 80 miles from the sugar
white beaches on the Gulf of Mexico. We have sister weekly and daily publications in
Marianna, FL, Enterprise, AL, Eufaula, AL, and Auburn, AL.

This person must be willing to work a flexible schedule.
Four-year degree in journalism preferred.

Excellent benefits; EOE/M/F/D/V Drug and background screen required.

Apply at www.bhmginc.com

Dutchman 2006 Travel Trailer , 28ft. 1-owner,
(older couple) king bed, 2 doors, large corner
shower, triple roll out, excellent condition,
see to believe! $9,999. Weighs 9,700 lbs.
Call: 334-596-4366 Includes complete set up
with sway bars.

Newmar 2004 MTN. Aire Motor Home .
Workhorse Chassis, 32,750 miles, 2-slides,
computer desk/Dine. New roof & refrigerator,
auto satellite dish, includes 10K lb. blue Ox
tow bar and brake buddy. $64,900.
850-272-0596 or 850-326-3615.

BUICK 1974 ELECTRA 225, MAROON/GRAY, ONE
OWNER, 40K MILES, HARD TOP, GARAGE KEPT,
ORIGINAL. "LEVEL PLAINS AREA" FACTORY
ORIGINAL. $5000. CALL: 334-618-9413.

Volkswagen 1973 Super
Beetle, 3 speed auto-
shifter, great condition
$5000 Call 334-441-6505.

Chevrolet 2009 Impala LS, V-6, automatic,
silver in color, runs and drives good.
$4900. OBO 334-797-7420.

Chrysler 2001 Sebring Convertible , fun car,
runs & drives good, 132k, full power, automat-
ic, leather $2395 Call 334-333-1291

Ford 2007 Tarus SE ,
new motor and transmis-
sion. 170K miles. $3400. OBO
334-648-3171.

Ford 2014 Fusion, low miles, very well equip-
ped, great fuel mileage. $250 down, $250 per
month. Call Steve Hatcher (334) 791-8243.

Honda 2011 Accord EXL, V-6, fully loaded, low
miles, leather, sunroof. $300 Down, $300 per
month. Call Steve Hatcher (334) 791-8243.

Honda 2015 Civic, 4 door, full warranty, must
sell! $200 down, $249 per month. Call Ron Ellis
(334) 714-0028.

Jeep 2015 Cherokee Sport, low miles, under
warranty, must sell! $200 down, $249 per
month. Call Ron Ellis (334) 714-0028.

Harley Davidson 2001 Roadking Police Bike, 25k
miles, garage kept, windsheild and backrest,
saddle bags $7,200 Call 334-714-8534

Harley Davidson 2008
Sportster 883CC,
3.3 peanut tank,
50 + MGP, adult owned,
garage kept, everything
factory orginal,
windsheild, backrest,

luggage rack, vivid black. Must See to
appreciate!! $6200 Call 334-598-0061

Harley Davidson 2009
Sportster 1200 Custom
Less than 5,000 miles,
Detachable windshield
and HD helmet,
Excellent Condition
$6900 Call 334-701-2987

Harley Davidson 2009 Ultra Classic,
Immaculate condition, power seats, chromed
out, passenger arm rests, helmets, medium,
large and X-large. Leather jackets, medium,
large, and extra large. Only serious inquiries
please. Having to get rid of it for health
reasons. Asking $14,800 Call 334-301-9532.

Honda 1982 CM250 Custom , all original $1450
Call 334-714-6305.

Honda 1998 Valkyrie,
34K miles, very good
condition, new rear tires,
J&M audio with head sets,
black & chrome, new
battery, 2-helmets,

windshield, sadler bags, back rest & luggage
rack, bike cover, & extra chrome,
REDUCED $3,500. Call 334-790-5768.

Honda 2003 VTX 1800 , 53k
miles, one owner, saddle
bags, windshield and
more. excellent condition,
serviced regularly $3,800
Call 334-726-2763

Trike 2002 Honda VTX 1800 , only 29K miles,
adult owned, garage kept, windshield, back-
rest, new tires, like new. $6800. 334-793-4930.
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TRANSPORTATION

MOTORCYCLES

SPORT UTILITY TRUCKS, BUSES, TRACTORS, TRAILERS WANTED AUTOS

TRUCKS, BUSES, TRACTORS, TRAILERSMOTORCYCLES

Want Your Ad
To Stand Out?
Use An Attractor
Or Use Bold Print

In Your Ad

RevTech 88 2001 Custom
Chopper: Garaged kept,
over $20,000 invested.
All original paper work.
Stored since 2001 with less
than 1 k miles on bike. Air
suspension. New battery.

$9,500 334-237-0913

Yamaha V-Star 2007
650 Custom, 1-owner,
7,863K miles, new battery,
excellent condition.
$3,600. 850-573-4231.

Dodge 2007 Durango , 4-wheel drive, 144K
miles, runs great and looks great! $6300.
850-526-6958 or 850-633-4630.

Ford 2006 Explorer XLT, V-8, loaded, new radia-
tor, water pump, belts, brakes, new front rotor,
AC service, rear axle & bearings, transmission
shift computer and new battery. 160K miles,
$7500. 334-701-6069.

Toyota 2013 4-Runner Limited LTD SUV
2 wheel drive, 1-owner, excellent condition.
Loaded, 35K miles, remote start, nav., rear vid-
eo, weather tech. mats, leather heated seats,
moon roof, met. gray, $30,000. 334-714-0865.

Dodge 2007, Ram 1500
Red and silver in color,
V6, 6½ ft. bed liner, under
50K miles, all power.
Very good condition.

$7,800 OBO. Call 850-708-8221 for more info.

Dodge 2012 Ram 3500 Crew Cab: 6.7 Cummins
Turbo Diesel. Silver metallic. 6 speed auto
transmission. one owner. Auxillary fuel tank.
Extra clean. 102,600 highway miles. $26,500 334-
984-0080

Ford 2005 F350 , DRW, 12ft
flatbed, 6.0 power stroke
diesel, air, automatic, pow-
er windows, tilt steering
wheel, cruise, AM/FM/CD
and 174k miles. GOOD

TRUCK! $10,300 Call 334-894-2315

ûWanted to buy Junk û
Cars, Trucks and Vans
We pay the most !!
Hauled the same day as called.
r Call Jim 334-379-4953

ADULT CARE

ASPHALT COATINGS

BUSH HOGGING

CLEANING & HOUSEKEEPING

CONCRETE WORK & COATINGS

ELECTRONICS REPAIR

EXCAVATION

FLOORING

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

INSULATORS

JEWELRY & WATCH REPAIR

LAWN SERVICES

LAWN SERVICES

MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES & REPAIR

PAINTING

POWER WASHING

POWER WASHING

ROOFING & RELATED

TREE SERVICE

Need a New Home?
Check out the Classifieds

Available for Elder Care
A Few Hours or Few Days
or Transportation to
Dr. appointments, etc.
Call Linda 334-405-1520

Bush Hogging
$45. per hr.
2 hr. min.
334-200-5297

Licensed and Insured

Myers Construction LLC
Concrete Work Driveways,

Foundation Imprinting,
Acid stain & Texturing
r Free Estimates q

150 miles radius from Dothan 334-447-7853

Television Repair
Dothan Electronic Service
Repairing All Types of TV
Repairs since 1970

LCD, LED, Plasma, DLP & CRT units.
Save money by repairing instead of replacing.
Mfg authorized for most name brands.

DLP lamps in stock.
White dots on your DLP TV?

Call us or visit our website for more
information. r 334-792-0551 q
1610 Hartford Hwy. Dothan, AL

www.tvrepairdothan.com or
DES1610@graceba.net

Aero Flooring and
Restoration

Repair, Restretch-new installation.
∂ Carpet ∂Tile ∂Wood ∂ Laminate

MUSCLE GLOSS
100% Epoxy Coating
Garage / Patio Floors
r Call Dave 334-718-5780 q

ûû 25 YEARS EXP. ûû
FULL SERVICE COMPANY

*Ceiling fans *Lights *Doors * Locks
*Windows * Sinks * Faucets * Toilets
*Roof Repairs *Clean Gutters *Painting
*Carpentry *Pressure Washing
*Kitchen & Bath Specialist

"Let us handle your home repair needs"
odd jobs to big jobs

r Ask for Paul: HFHS LLC
locally owned 334-790-2659

Surgical Land Clearing
• Forestry Mulching • Land/Lot Clearing

Contact Patrick or John Moore
at 334-714-4047 or 334-803-4281

• Brush Cutting • Small Trees • Food Plots
• Shooting Lanes • Clear Fence Rows

• Lot Beautification • Survey Line Maintenance
• Riding Trails

First Thing We Build is Customer Relationship
29 Years Experience * Licensed & Bonded

334-618-6616
acutabovecarpentry.net

Kay Shaughnessy Interiors
BLINDS & SHUTTER
IN-HOME REPAIRS
∂ Tilt Rods ∂ Connectors
∂ Magnets ∂ Tilt Cords
∂ Lift Cords ∂ Sales

Usually Only One Trip
r Call 334-618-2057 q

MR. FIXIT
Jack of All Trades
∂ Roofing ∂ Remodeling
∂ Repairs ∂ Plumbing
∂ Siding ∂ Carpentry ∂ Electrical

(334) 333-3947 - mrfixit36303@yahoo. com

Superior Craftsmen
Renovation Specialist
RENOVATION & REPAIR
Commercial & Residential
û Additions and Kitchens û

û Baths and Windows/Doors û Water
Proofing & Insurance Work
(Prompt Personal Service)
Handyman Services

35 Years Experience, Est. 1986
We accept major credit cards
References & Portfolio Available
Licensed, Bonded & Insured

CALL: 334-648-6179

We are now pleased to offer our same
commitment to honesty , customer

service, and our attention to detail for all
of your remodeling and addition needs.
r FREE ESTIMATES

Please give us a call: David 334-726-5001
Scott 334-790-0709 or Brandy 334-790-9403

Hussey Brothers
House Movers
Structural Relocation

Specialist
Offering Precise Foundation Service,
Using the Pressurized Hydraulic Process
(Modern), Leveling Floors-Closing Cracks-

Adjusting Doors and Windows
Jeff Hussey 334-389-3725
Donnie Hussey 334-389-3728

Wanted: Old Coins, Gold,

Diamonds, Guns, And Tools

West Main Jewelry & Loan 334-671-1440.

ALDRICH LAWN CARE
Free Est. Price matching with better quality
Mowing, Edging, Weed Eating & Leaves

r 334-678-9701 OR 334-618-9097
Licensed & Insured - Residential &
Commercial ( Year round service )

û Powell Lawn & Landscape is ready to
serve all your lawn & yard needs.

Services include mowing, trimming, edging,
pruning, shrubs, cleanups & more.

A one time job or scheduled maintenance.
r Fully Licensed. Contact Glenn
for your free estimate 334-200-1368

RHODES FAMILY TOTAL
LAWN SERVICE LLC
"We Do More Than Cut Grass"

Commercial and Residential
∂ Fertilizer ∂ Lay Sod ∂ Minor Storm

Removal ∂ Leaf Removal
∂ Power Wash ∂ Vinyl Siding
∂ Interior/Exterior Painting
(Cell) 334-596-4141
(Bus.) 334-699-2563
FREE ESTIMATES -

Licensed & Bonded.

Walding Landscaping
and Tree Service
∂ Tree Removal

∂ Stump Grinding ∂ Tractor Work ∂ Sod Work
∂ Sprinkler System

FREE ESTIMATES!!!
Call 334-618-3058
or 334-796-9556

Betts Realty

Gloria A. Betts
Owner/Broker

2323 W. Main, Ste 102
Dothan, AL 36301

“Making Dreams Come True”

Office: 334.699.4001
Cell: 251.362.4001
Email: gabetts1958@gmail.com

Cemetery Plot
Cleaning and flowers
for your loved ones.
Call for info:

334-796-1762

THIS IS IT!
Get all the traffic you want
with the push of a button.
Let the system do your
work while you sleep.
Easy money!
www.pushbuttonprofits.com/gfmorris2000

A’s PAINTING SERVICE
Specilize in Garage Floors
† Interior † Exterior
† Pressure Washing
Free Estimates!
No job too small!!
( Licensed & Insured )

r 334-677-2291 OR 334 -618-0134 q

Painting & Remodeling
Company

∂ Carpentry ∂ Painting
∂ Pressure Washing ∂ Interior or Exterior
∂ Free Estimates. 35 Years Experience
Dependable, Honest, Quality Work

Call 334-405-0987

Steve Driver Painting, LLC
Painting & Pressure Washing
32 yrs. exp. with Ref.

Call Steve 334-405-8159
r Licensed and Insured q

ALL CLEAN Pressure
Washing & Lawn Care
Residential & Commercial
"Let us clean it for you!"

High & Low Pressure!! Lowest Prices!!!
∂ Free estimates ∂ Licensed Bonded & Insured

Call 334-435-5085

EDDIE HALL PRESSURE WASHING
LOW PRICES FREE ESTIMATES

Homes Commercial & Lake Homes
Fences Gutters µ Eaves µ Driveways

Clean Metal Roofs µ Concrete Bldg. Churches
r 334-797-1327 OR 334-588-2542

*Licensed & Bonded* Clean w/low pressure

Bond’s Mildew Removal
Family Owned & Operated
@ Roof@ Eaves @ Siding

@ Driveways etc.
Roof involves no pressure!
FREE ESTIMATES
Yearly Maintenance Program Available
rWill match or beat any price
334-405-3649 Licensed & Insured

KENNETH BEDSOLE
ROOFING , INC.

334-671-9225
7090 W. Main Street
Dothan, AL

Free Estimates
We Don’t Want To Be The Biggest;
We Want To Be The Best!"

For Repairs and Leaks
Call Greg Mauldin 334-796-9250

METAL ROOFING

50 year/Lifetime 100%
Labor & Material WARRANTY

334-678-ROOF (7663)

2975 Ross Clark
Circle DOTHAN, AL

weatherproofroofs.com
r Come Visit Our
Showroom

Roofing Is Our Heritage
Quality Is Our Tradition
∂ Vinyl Siding ∂ Metal Shingles ∂ Flat Roofs
∂ Seamless Gutter ∂ Do It Right the 1st Time
Free Estimates! 20 Yrs Exp! Locally Owned.
Complete tear-off & replacements.
Serving Wiregrass One Roof At A Time!
Call 334-475-1968
Licensed, Bonded & Insured

A-1 Tree
Service
Licensed ∂ Bonded ∂

Insured∂ Landscaping ∂ Irrigation ∂ Lawn
Maintenance ∂ Pressure Washing

GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES
Call for your FREE estimate!
334-400-4959 Call for details
30 years of Experience

û Accepting all major credit cards û



The operators themselves work as two-man teams with 
the UAS during preflight checks and in flight.

“Typically, for a launch, you’ll have an assigned opera-
tor,” said Sgt. Kenneth Vierk, UAS operator. “We’re going 
to have one managing the aircraft itself, and then the other 
personnel will strictly be operating the payload.”

According to Vierk, the second operator manages the ra-
dio calls and everything else, so the first operator can moni-
tor the Shadow while in flight.

The repairers, while performing preflight checks, commu-
nicate via radio with the operators to ensure the Shadow is 
good to go before being placed on a hydraulic rail launcher 
for takeoff.

“I crew chief the bird,” said Spc. Dennis Blozen, un-
manned aircraft systems repairer. “When they’re doing their 
preflight checks, I’m the guy on the ground next to the bird 
making sure it’s doing what they’re telling it to do.”

Blozen personally found the system easy to use and main-
tain, rapid to set up and quick to get in the air to support the 
mission.

The members of the TUAS platoon pride themselves on 
their ability to get the job done for all the battalions in the 
brigade.

“Probably, the coolest part of what we do is we get to in-

tegrate all across the brigade combat team,” Downing said. 
“We get to see all the different battalions and work with them. 
We have to understand their mission sets in order to properly 

support them. So, having to integrate with so many different 
(military occupational specialties) is probably, I would say, 
the most interesting part of the job.”

rive at the raid site, everything 
must be set up perfectly. Each 
additional second spent trying to 
download equipment is another 
second the Soldiers from Battery 
C can’t provide fire support.

None of this is new to Joseph. 
His experiences in Iraq began 
over a decade ago during Op-
eration Iraqi Freedom, and he 
also attended the U.S. Army 
Pathfinder School. Army path-
finders provide navigational aid 
to incoming aircraft, and select, 
mark, improve and control land-
ing sites. 

Joseph walks the location 
marked off for the incoming he-
licopters, making sure it is vis-
ible in all directions. He moves 
purposefully as he and his team 
works, raising his voice only to 
be heard above the sounds of 
Soldiers executing his orders. 

Well-rehearsed, the team 
quickly completes their tasks.

“Do you have eyes on?” Joseph 
radios to the CH-47 Chinook pi-
lots as they approach. Given the 

affirmative, he watches as they 
float toward the landing zone. 
With a dull thud and a cloud of 
dust, the guns are released onto 
the ground and the CH-47s turn 
off into the night. 

“Let’s go, let’s get a move on,” 
Joseph says to the gun crews. 
Working under the lime-green 
hue of their night vision goggles, 
they move their guns and begin 
setting up the systems, ensur-
ing they are prepared to execute 
their upcoming fire missions.

The Soldiers work through the 
night and by first light they’re 
ready to fire. 

WHERE THE MAGIC 
HAPPENS

Staff Sgt. James Johnson, the 
fire direction chief, sits in the 
back of his fire direction center 
truck looking intently at his ra-
dio, waiting for a call for fire. 

“This is where the magic hap-
pens,” Johnson says as he con-
centrates on his console. 

Observers, which can consist 
of assets from the ISF, unmanned 
aircraft systems and other air-

craft, acquire targets they need 
hit. Once the battalion head-
quarters located miles away in 
the tactical operations receives 
the data, they push it to Johnson 
and his team at the FDC. 

“We process data,” says 
Johnson. “They (the artillery-
men on the gun line)] proceed 
to shoot.”

Just then the radio crackles 
and Johnson grabs his hand mic, 
listening to the data. He then 
begins his battle drill, one he’s 
done many times before. John-
son sends a message to the gun 
line, “Gun 2, fire mission.”

Down at Gun 2, the crew, led 
by Staff Sgt. Johnathan Walker, 
springs up as the radio beeps.

“Come on,” Walker yells to 
the crew as they prepare rounds 
and take their positions. “Let’s 
make money!”

The crew members look 
through the sites and adjust the 
gun as Walker yells the fire data. 
Attention to detail is critical dur-
ing this mission – he must re-
member the data for each round 
his crew is going to fire.

“Fire!” yells the crew chief, 
and a Soldier gives the firing 
lanyard a slight tug. The gun 
responds to this small motion, 
shaking the earth around the po-
sition as a high explosive shell is 
launched.

The next gun fires soon after 
and the race is on between the 
two gun sections, a little com-
pany competition to see who 
can fire rounds the fastest and 
most proficiently. Even working 
in temperatures that exceed 100 
degrees, the teams are driven. 

“Let’s get through this!” 
Walker yells as he calls off the 
quadrant – up and down – and 
deflection – left and right – for 
the next round. Driven by their 
chief, the Soldiers move faster 
as the mission continues.

The dash endures for a while 
as the guns launch round af-
ter round. Dust hangs in the air 
after each round is fired and 
sweat stings the Soldiers’ eyes. 
The ammo carriers are running 
rounds weighing over 90 pounds 
from the holding point to the 
gun, heaving the shells into the 

firing tube. 
Finally, the last round is 

reached.

WHAT WE TRAIN FOR
“That was awesome guys,” 

says 1st Lt. Matthew Frank, pla-
toon leader. At one point during 
the mission, he grabbed more 
rounds for them so they could 
keep going. “Everyone is im-
pressed with what you did. You 
guys are making Mosul great 
again, one 155 round at a time.”

Walker smiles at the praise and 
the performance of the Soldiers. 

“This is the life,” he says with 
a grin. “This whole operation is 
what artillery is about – shoot, 
move and communicate.”

This is one of many missions 
that would be fired on this raid.

Joseph, who spent the past 
four days moving throughout the 
raid site doing his tasks and was 
one of the last Soldiers to leave, 
stands in front of his tent. The 
dirt still clings to his uniform 
and his face as he relaxes.

“This is what we train for,” Jo-
seph says. “This is what we do.”
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Raid

Continued from Page B1

Wayfinders

��� �� ���� ������ � ����������
Conveniently Located Downtown on North Main Street

��
�������
� � ��
��������� 	��
Monday–Friday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Saturday 9 a.m. to Noon

    
        

     
   

     

     










� Call Us or Stop By
� Give Us Your�#

� We Do the Rest!

������������

������ ��������

• LUNCH Mon.-Fri. | 11 am-2 pm •DINNER Mon.-Sat. | 4:30-9 pm

Old Mill
Schnitzel
is Back!

$1599 $995
Bring this ad in
show military ID

and receive
a FREE appetizer

SecurityClearance Denied/Revoked?
Don’t let security clearance issues jeopardize your employment or career.

��������� �� ��� � ��� ����� ������ � ����������
 ������� 
�	��

“I am keenly aware of the
importance of a security
clearance for both amilitary
career and government and
civilian contractor jobs.My
goal with all of my security
clearance clients is to put the
clearance issue to rest at the
lowest possible level. I handle
cases throughout the United
States and, if needed, will fly
to your location to represent
you at your hearing.”

NAMED ALABAMA
SUPER LAWYER 2008,
2009, 2013,& 2014
–––––––––––––

10.0 SUPERB RATING
FROM AVVO.COM
–––––––––––––
AV PREEMINENT

RATING BY
MARTINDALE-HUBBELL

–––––––––––––
NCMSMEMBER

ContactRonSykstusNOW!
Personal email rsykstus@bondnbotes.com.DirectOfficePhone 256-713-0221

As a former U.S. Army Judge Advocate, attorney Ron Sykstus has
been successfully handling security clearance cases for many years,
covering all areas of government concern including:

Do

 Financial
Considerations

 Security Violations
 Drug Involvement
 Alcohol Consumption
 Personal Conduct

 Criminal Conduct
 Sexual Behavior
 Foreign Influence
 Foreign Preference
 Misuse of Information
Technology

To learn more about Ron Sykstus, his experience and the services
he can provide to protect your security clearance please visit
SecurityClearanceDefenseLawyer.com

“I am keenly aware of the
importance of a security
clearance for both amilitary
career and government and
civilian contractor jobs.My
goal with all of my security
clearance clients is to put the
clearance issue to rest at the
lowest possible level. I handle
cases throughout the United
States and, if needed, will fly
to your location to represent
you at your hearing.”

NAMED ALABAMA
SUPER LAWYER 2008,
2009, 2013,& 2014
–––––––––––––

10.0 SUPERB RATING
FROM AVVO.COM
–––––––––––––
AV PREEMINENT

RATING BY
MARTINDALE-HUBBELL

–––––––––––––
NCMSMEMBER

Alabama Bar rules require the following: No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.

www.SecurityClearanceDefenseLawyer.com

Dale
Medical
Center

W ’ C A

— 334-774-2601 —



October is Domestic Vio-
lence Awareness Month and Fort 
Rucker officials urge everyone 
to speak up and “be a part of the 
solution.”

“This year’s theme is ‘All 
People, Working Together can 
End Domestic Abuse:  Be Part of 
the Solution,’” Luticia Tremble-
Smith, Army Community Ser-
vice Family Advocacy Program 
manager, said. “Supporting and 
observing brings attention to 
this issue. All victims and survi-
vors should be heard, and when 
we support and observe we are 
giving a voice to those individu-
als.” 

According to Tremble-Smith, 
Domestic Violence Awareness 
Month table displays will be set 
up in various locations on Fort 
Rucker throughout the month.  
Awareness bags filled with edu-
cational information on healthy 
relationships, domestic violence 
facts and various items to keep 
the attention on domestic vio-
lence prevention throughout the 
year will be available. 

Everyone is also urged to wear 
Purple on Fridays in October to 
show their support for victims 
and for ending domestic vio-
lence, she added.

Awareness, according to 
Tremble-Smith, is a key compo-
nent to detecting and preventing 
domestic violence.

“Awareness and prevention 
begins by learning how to iden-
tify the risk factors associated 
with domestic violence before it 

begins, and by learning how to 
promote respectful and healthy 
behaviors in relationships,” she 
said. “Learn healthy communi-

cation skills.  Learn safe and ap-
propriate ways to raise the issue 
of domestic violence with fam-
ily, friends and co-workers.”

What should an individual do 
if they become aware of domes-
tic violence?

“Domestic violence can be 

lethal,” Tremble-Smith said. “If 
you or someone you know is 
being abused, call local law en-
forcement or 911 immediately.

“For someone who has never 
experienced domestic violence, 
it may be difficult to understand 
why victims don’t report abuse,” 
she added. “Deciding to leave an 
abusive relationship (poses) se-
rious risks to the victim and chil-
dren in the household.  Support 
the victim by being patient and 
non-judgmental.  The safety of 
victims and children is essential. 
Confidential information and 
support are available through 
the Fort Rucker Family Advo-
cacy Program victim advocate 
24/7 hotline at 379-7947, where 
they can make a restricted or un-
restricted report.”

Individuals can also increase 
their awareness and knowledge 
of domestic violence through 
AFAP services and programs on 
post.

“AFAP offers a variety of edu-
cational programs that promote 
protective factors and reduce 
risk factors,” Tremble-Smith 
said. “The key is early referral to 
prevention resources.  Advocacy 
services are 24/7, providing crisis 
intervention that is non-clinical, 
safety planning, accompany the 
victims throughout the legal and 
medical processes, and largely 
empowering the victim to make 
decisions that are independent 
and courageous. Two programs 
within AFAP are the victim ad-
vocacy program and new parent 
support program.”  

For more information, call 
255-3246 or 255-3898.

As millions across the world celebrat-
ed the German festival of Oktoberfest, 
Fort Rucker hosted its own celebration, 
complete with lederhosen and plenty of 
Deutsche tradition.

Thousands came out to raise their 
glasses and take part in Fort Rucker’s 
14th annual Oktoberfest celebration at 
the festival fields Friday.

Maj. Gen. William K. Gayler, U.S. 
Army Aviation Center of Excellence and 
Fort Rucker commanding general, and 
Col. Shannon T. Miller, Fort Rucker gar-
rison commander, kicked off the festivi-

ties as Gayler tapped the ceremonial keg 
to signal the beginning of the celebra-
tion.

People were also greeted by the famil-
iar sounds of the Sonnenschein Express, 
who returned for the ninth time to enter-
tain people with traditional German folk 
music.

In addition to the sounds of Deutschland, 
the festival included a host of activi-
ties, including a zip line, pumpkin patch, 
bounce houses, bungee trampoline, face 
painting, pumpkin painting and even a 
keg toss, where people had the chance 
to test their strength to see how far they 
could let the keg fly.

Joseph and Carina Spurlock, both re-
tired military, said that the festival always 
reminds them of the time they spent in 
Germany when stationed there in 1983.

“It always takes me back,” said Carina. 
“It’s been a while since we’ve been able 
to return and I remember our time there 
fondly, but this is a good compromise for 
the time being.”

“There aren’t too many who can party 
like they do in Munich during Oktober-
fest, but it’s nice to be able to come out 
here and get a taste of that again,” added 
Joseph. “The band playing really takes 
me back.”

For others, the festival is an opportunity 

to sample a different culture than what 
most are used to in the area.

“We’ve come out to Oktoberfest here 
on Fort Rucker for the past few years be-
cause it’s one of the few places in the area 
that you can come and get some sense of 
what it might be like overseas,” said Da-
vid Nichols, civilian. “I know it’s not go-
ing to be completely authentic, but there 
are people here who are from Germany 
that can give you a sense of what it’s ac-
tually like. It’s just a really friendly place 
to come out, have a good time and share 
some stories with friends.”

C
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Community courage
Soldier earns medal 
for actions at Boston 
Marathon bombing 
Story on Page C3

“It’s just a really 
friendly place to 

come out, have a good 
time and share some 
stories with friends.”

— David Nichols
Civilian

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
By Jeremy Henderson
Army Flier Staff Writer

Army graphic

Augustine Vanderhoof, military family member, 
makes his way down the zip line during the 
Oktoberfest celebration.

Army urges people to ‘be a part of the solution’ 

Oktoberfest
By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

Event treats community 
to music, food, culture

People dance as the Sonnenschein Express plays under the tent after the kickoff of the 14th annual 
Oktoberfest celebration at the festival fields Friday.

Photos by Nathan Pfau

Sgt. Robert Moos, 1st Battalion, 58th Aviation Regiment, walks with his son, 
Abel, as he rides a horse during Oktoberfest.

Sonnenschein Express entertains the crowd under the tent after the kickoff of 
the 14th annual Oktoberfest celebration.

255-3898.

255-3898.
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On Post
your weekly guide to fort rucker events , services and activities. Deadline for submissions is noon Thursday for the following week’s edition.

Youth movie trip
The Fort Rucker Youth Center will host 

a trip to Dothan for pizza and a movie Sat-
urday. Cost is $20 per teen. The trip will 
depart the center at 1 p.m. and return by 
7 p.m. Limited space is available. Youth 
must sign up at the youth center and be 
registered with child, youth and school 
services. 

For more information, call 255-2271.

Employment readiness class
The Fort Rucker Employment Readi-

ness Program hosts orientation sessions 
monthly in the Soldier Service Center, 
Bldg. 5700, in the Army Community Ser-
vice multipurpose room, with the next 
session Oct. 13. People who attend will 
meet in Rm. 350 at 8:40 a.m. to fill out 
paperwork before going to the multipur-
pose room. The class will end at about 11 
a.m. The sessions will inform people on 
the essentials of the program and provide 
job search tips, as well. Advance registra-
tion is required and attendance at a session 
is mandatory for participation in the pro-
gram. 

For more information, call 255-2594.

Comedy Live 
Comedy Live is scheduled for Oct. 14 

from 8-10 p.m. at The Landing. The event 
is open to the public for ages 18 and up. 
People can buy tickets in advance for $12 
at the catering office at The Landing. Tick-
ets at the door will cost $16. VIP tables 
are available for $150 per table with 10 
seats per table. Following Comedy Live, 
The Landing will host Salsa Night from 
10 p.m. to midnight. Salsa Night will cost 
$5 per person for ages 18 and over. For 
patrons attending Comedy Live, the Salsa 
Night admission fee is waived. 

For more information, call 255-9810 or 
255-0769.

Mom & Me: Dad too! 
Army Community Service hosts its 

Mom & Me: Dad too! playgroup Mondays 
from 9:30–11 a.m. at The Commons. The 
playgroup is for families with children 
ages birth to 3 years old. 

For more information, call 255-9647 or 
255-3359. 

Tot Time
Army Community Service hosts its Tot 

Time playgroup Wednesdays from 9:30-
11a.m. at The Commons, Bldg. 8950. The 
playgroup is for children 12-36 months 
and their caregivers. The playgroup pro-
vides programs and activities that enhance 
caregiver-child interaction, and stimulate 
child growth and development. 

For more information, call 255-9647 or 
255-3359.

Get R.E.A.L. Class
Army Community Service will host its 

Rucker Experience Army Learning – Get 
R.E.A.L. – Class at Silver Wings Golf 
Course Regimental Room Oct. 14 from 
8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. The class is de-
signed to help people learn about life at 
Fort Rucker, make new friends and be an 
interactive day of fun learning, according 
to Army Family Team Building officials. 
Child care vouchers will be available. 
Registration is required by Oct. 14. 

For more information and to register, 
call 255-9637.

Outdoor yard sale 
The Fort Rucker Fall Outdoor Yard Sale 

and Flea Market is scheduled for Oct. 15 
from 7-11 a.m. at the festival fields. The 
outdoor event provides the opportunity 
for the Fort Rucker community to buy and 
sell used household items in a consolidat-
ed fashion. The event will be open to the 
public.  Booth space fees apply to sellers. 
Booth cost for active-duty military, family 
members, retirees, Reservists and Depart-
ment of Defense civilians: 15x20 is $25, 
30x20 is $35, and tables are $10 each. 
Cost for the general public: 15x20 is $35, 
30x20 is $45 and tables are $10 each. No 
commercial vendors will be allowed. Reg-
istration is due by Wednesday. People can 
register at MWR Central, 255-2997. 

For more information, call 255-1749 or 
255-9810.

Family resilience training
Army Community Service will host 

family member resilience training Oct. 17 
from 9-11:30 a.m. at The Commons. The 
course is designed to give Army family 
members the tools they need to become 

more resilient in all the challenges that life 
may throw at them. 

For more information, call 255-3161 or 
255-3735.

FRG Leadership Academy
Army Community Service will host 

its Family Readiness Group Leadership 
Academy Oct. 18-19 from 8:15 a.m. to 
2 p.m. at the Fort Rucker Spiritual Life 
Center, Bldg. 8939. This two-day forum 
focuses on teaching resiliency and com-
municating various components of FRGs. 
Discussions will be conducted in breakout 
sessions to capture individual knowledge, 
leadership skills, resiliency and abilities of 
all those who attend. Pre-registration is re-
quired by Oct. 14. 

A free childcare voucher is available 
for use. Call 255-3564 for childcare res-
ervations – children must be registered 
with child, youth and school services. A 
complimentary lunch will be available. 
The forum is open to spouses and family 
members, and FRG advisers, leaders, co-
leaders, treasurers, hospitality members, 
newsletter editors and social media coor-
dinators. 

To register, visit https://www.event-
brite.com/e/frg-leadership-academy-tick-
ets-27758902625. For more information, 
call 255-9578 or 255-3161. 

Creepy Critters
The Center Library will present a free 

live-animal educational program called 
Creepy Critters Oct. 20 at 3:30 p.m. Reg-
istration is required and will be limited to 
the first 40 children to sign up. The event 
is open to authorized patrons and is Excep-
tional Family Member Program friendly.

For more information or to register, visit 
the library or call 255-3885. 

Home buying seminar
Army Community Service Financial 

Readiness Program will present a home 
buying seminar Oct. 20 from 6:30-8:30 
p.m. at Bldg. 5700, Rm. 284. Topics in-
clude: why buy a house, financial goals, 
credit history, Veterans Affairs mortgage 
insurance, types of mortgages, shopping 
and applying for a mortgage and closing 
on a home. Pre-registration is required by 
Oct. 19. Free child care will be available 
with registration. 

For more information and to register, 
call 255-2341, 255-3949.

Youth center lock-in
The Fort Rucker Youth Center will host 

its Superhero Costume Party Lock-In Oct. 
21 starting at 7 p.m. Youth are welcome to 
dress up as their favorite superhero or su-
per villain – as long as it’s nothing scary or 
gory, according to youth center officials. 
There will be a prize for the best costume. 
The event will feature giveaways, games, 
food, activities and a field trip. Cost is 
$20 for youth center members ages 11-18 

years. Youth can be dropped off any time 
after school Oct. 21, and youth must be 
picked up by 6 a.m. Oct. 22. Parents must 
sign a permission slip for the field trip 
and turn it in by Oct. 14. Limited slots are 
available. Teens must sign up at the youth 
center and be registered with child, youth 
and school services. 

For more information, call 255-2271.

Newcomers welcome
Army Community Service will host a 

newcomers welcome Oct. 21 from 8:30-11 
a.m. at The Landing. Active duty, spouses, 
foreign students, Army civilians and fam-
ily members are encouraged to attend. A 
free light breakfast and Starbucks coffee 
will be served. For free childcare, register 
children at the child development center 
by calling 255-3564. Reservations must 
be made 24 hours prior to the newcomers 
welcome. 

For more information, call 255-3161 or 
255-2887. 

Fort Rucker Movie Schedule for October 6-9

Tickets are $6 for adults and $5 for children, 12 and under. Military I.D. card holders and their guests are welcome. Schedule subject to change. For more information, call 255-2408. 

DFMWR 
Spotlight

Thursday, October 6 Friday, October 7 Saturday, October 8 Sunday, October 9

Hands Of Stone (R) .........................7 p.m.Sausage Party (R) ..........................7 p.m. Sully (PG-13) ..................................4 p.m.
Don’t Breathe (R) ...........................7 p.m.

Sully (PG-13) ..................................1 p.m.
Suicide Squad (PG-13) ...................4 p.m.

A scene from a previous fishing tournament on Lake Tholocco. Fort Rucker Outdoor Recreation will host its Two-Man Buddy Bass Tournament Sat-
urday from 6 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Lake Tholocco. Entry fee is $100 per team. Only 25 slots are available. The Top 3 weigh-in totals will receive a cash 
prize, and there will also be a prize for biggest fish. Participants must have an Alabama State Fishing License, Fort Rucker Post Fishing Permit and 
Fort Rucker Boater Safety Completion Card. 
For more information and to register, call 255-4305.

File photo

Two-Man Buddy Bass Tournament



(Editor’s note: U.S. Army Special 
Operations Command contributed to this 
report.)

WASHINGTON — Lt. Col. David P. 
Diamond, who provided aid to victims and 
assistance to Boston Police in the immedi-
ate aftermath of the April 15, 2013, Boston 
Marathon bombing, has been awarded the 
Soldiers Medal for his actions that day.

It was Sen. John McCain who pinned 
the medal on Diamond’s chest during a 
Capitol Hill ceremony Sept. 27. Among 
those in attendance were Secretary of the 
Army Eric K. Fanning, Chief of Staff of 
the Army Gen. Mark A. Milley, and Sgt. 
Maj. of the Army Daniel A. Dailey.

“This is really a reflection of my pro-
fession of arms, not of myself,” Diamond 
said, after receiving the medal. He serves 
now as legislative affairs officer within 
the Office of the Secretary of Defense. “I 
come from great stock, and great training 
and great leadership. It’s a culture, a fam-
ily we have developed together. Those ac-
tions are really representative of what we 
all do in the military.”

Back on April 15, 2013, Diamond was 
serving as a legislative affairs officer 
with U.S. Special Operations Command. 
He and his family were in Boston, so that 
he could run in the marathon. He said for 
that day, he’d set a personal goal for him-
self to run the race in less than four hours 
– something he had never done before. 
He completed the race in 3 hours and 56 
minutes.

After he crossed the finish line, he said, 
he waited for other runners to finish, and 
for results and awards to be given. He sat 
near the finish line to recover from the 
race.

“I just sat down on the side of the road 
to kind of collect myself, do some tex-
ting, find where my family was,” he said. 
“That’s when the bomb detonated.”

Within five minutes of finishing the 
race, Diamond heard the first of two im-
provised explosive devices go off. He was 
but 50 yards from that explosion. There 
was a “VIP bridge” there that allowed cer-
tain spectators to cross the road and move 
into the bleachers that had been set up for 
them. It was that bridge, he said, that had 
shielded him from the first blast.

As a special operations Soldier with 
seven deployments under his belt, Dia-
mond has seen plenty of combat, he said. 
While the explosion he heard was unex-
pected in the context of a marathon inside 
the United States, the sound was familiar.

“I knew exactly what it was,” he said. “I 
kind of centered myself. I knew I needed 
to get in there to investigate. I didn’t know 
to what extent there was damage or injury. 
I just knew that detonation was not timely. 
And that certainly, it was reminiscent of 
what I’d heard before. And so when I got 
in there, I started assessing the situation. 
And based on the crowd fleeing, I knew it 
was something significant.”

Diamond ran toward the sound of the 
explosion to see what he could do to be 
of assistance there, he said. When he ar-
rived at the site of the first IED, the second 
IED exploded – meters from where he was 
standing.

“I found somebody of authority, a po-
lice officer,” he said. “I offered my assis-
tance, and began to collaborate with what 
I thought the best course of action would 
be, which was to secure the area and to be-
gin to kind of deconstruct the finish line so 
that we could get medical personnel unin-
hibited access in there. In any medical site, 

you’re looking to triage the injured.”
According to a U.S. Army-provided 

narrative of the events that day, Diamond 
triaged the injured and identified 18 criti-
cal individuals with amputations. He also 
re-distributed the limited medical supplies 
on site and confiscated police flex cuffs to 
use as tourniquets.

“We didn’t have a robust supply of 
medical gear, so I went into the sporting 
goods store and grabbed some packing 
material, like T-shirts and socks and belts 
for tourniquets,” Diamond said. “And then 
once I got out, I kind of distributed those 
amongst those who were helping and kind 
of went from there.”

At the scene, Diamond used his emer-
gency medical technician training to ren-
der aid. He started with a woman whose 
lower left leg was badly injured with a por-
tion of her tibia protruding from her knee. 
He packed her wound with a T-shirt and 
used a flex cuff as a tourniquet for her leg. 
Another woman nearby was complaining 
of extreme pain and the feeling of burn-
ing. After doing an assessment for bleed-
ing and ensuring she had a clear airway, he 
used water and a piece of metal to remove 
the embedded debris from her abdomen.

After passing her off to a crew desig-
nated to evacuate her, he moved to a man 
suffering from losing both legs. The man’s 
right leg was missing below the knee and 
his left leg was severed above the knee. 
Because he was in excruciating pain and 
losing a tremendous amount of blood, the 
responders assisting him had difficulty 
controlling him enough to apply the ap-
propriate dressings and tourniquets. Dia-
mond positioned his body weight on top of 
the man and controlled his arms so that the 
other responders could properly assist.

In the next 30 minutes, Diamond as-
sisted seven other amputee victims, all 
missing parts of their legs, some with 
badly injured hands and multiple lacera-
tions across their bodies. As with previous 
victims, Diamond helped apply packing 
materials and tourniquets to contain their 
injuries and prepared them for transport.

The last victim he assisted was an older 
gentleman, approximately in his 60s and 
weighing 180 pounds. Initially he was 

unresponsive, not breathing and without 
a pulse. He suffered several lacerations to 
his feet, legs and hands. However, while 
bleeding profusely, these injuries did not 
appear to be life threatening. Diamond 
instructed a responder to hold the gentle-
man’s head so that his airway was as open 
as possible while another responder and 
Diamond alternated giving chest compres-
sions and resuscitation breaths.

After approximately five minutes of 
sustained cardiopulmonary resuscitation, 
the patient began breathing and his heart-
beat resumed. Diamond decided to assist 
with the evacuation of the man because 
of the critical nature of his situation. He 
grabbed a backboard to load the gentle-
man and prepared him for movement to an 
ambulance.

With limited personnel available, Dia-
mond carried the feet side of the backboard 
solo while two others carried the top end. 
Diamond motivated the two volunteers as 
they ran 800 meters to the first available 
ambulance. Through their diligent efforts, 
they saved the man’s life, averting a fourth 
casualty.

After helping take the man to the am-
bulance, Diamond was pushed outside the 
security perimeter, and was unable to con-
tinue to offer assistance. Exhausted and 
covered in blood, he departed the blast site 

to locate his family.
“Lieutenant Colonel Diamond did all 

this without regard for his own personal 
safety,” said McCain at the ceremony. “He 
brought stability and leadership to a scene 
of chaos. Historically, the Boston Mara-
thon is an event meant to celebrate the pa-
triots of the Revolutionary War. To a new 
generation, it will also commemorate the 
courageous actions of the men and women 
who responded in a time of desperate need. 
In today’s new world, the battlegrounds 
have changed, but the face of valor has 
not. We must continue to recognize those 
who pass that test and who answer that call 
without hesitation, without personal gain, 
and risk to their own personal safety.”

Diamond said that his experiences and 
training as a Soldier were what helped him 
that day to help others who had been in-
jured in the two blasts.

“My training, my experiences in com-
bat, my values I embrace as an Army 
leader, moved me back to the finish line to 
assist those that were injured, who needed 
help,” he said. “I know, had it been my 
family, my friends, my colleagues that 
were injured, or myself, I’d have wanted 
the same kind of help. It’s just those times, 
when you don’t really think about your 
safety, you just think about the regard for 
others.”
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Sen. John McCain pins a Soldier’s Medal on Lt. Col. David P. Diamond for saving lives at the Boston Marathon three years ago. The medal was presented 
during a ceremony on Capitol Hill, Sept. 27. 

Photos by John Martinez 

Soldier earns medal for actions at Boston Marathon bombing

Bringing People Together Thru Faith
ARMY FLIERChurch DirectoryChurch Directory

Call 347-9533 to advertise your church on this page.

“Be ye followers of
me, even as I also
am of Christ.”
1 Corinthians 11:1

214 S. Main Street • Enterprise
347-3467

Prayer Line 347-3467 ext 321
Service Times:
Traditional - in the

Fellowship Hall.............. 11:00AM

Contemporary C-3 - in the
Fellowship Hall.................8:45AM

The Gathering (Youth) ........ 6:00PM

Sunday School ....................9:55AM

Nursery Care .............Every Service

First United
Methodist ChurchM

Grace Baptist Church

Independent - Fundamental - Soul Winning

LISTEN TO A LIFE CHANGING MESSAGE OF HOPE
“God So Loved the World”

www.1john316.net

334-774-2311
www.GraceBaptistChurch-Ozark.com

Minutes from Ft. Rucker Ozark’s Gate
On the corner of Highway 231 & Parker Drive

Here, it’s not about the building...

VINEYARD CHURCH
DOTHAN

Sun 10:30 Service; Wed 6:30 Small Groups
(334) 671-0093 • 150 B���l���� Rd
DothanvineyaRD.com

“Small things done with great love
will change the world”

Religious Services
WORSHIP SERVICES
Except as noted, all services are on 
Sunday.

Headquarters Chapel, Bldg. 109
8 a.m. Traditional Protestant Service

Main Post Chapel, Bldg. 8940
8:30 a.m. Catholic Confessions
9 a.m.  Catholic Mass 
11 a.m. Collective Protestant
12:05 p.m. Catholic Mass
(Tuesday-Friday)
4 p.m. Catholic Confessions
(Saturday)
5 p.m. Catholic Mass (Saturday)

Wings Chapel, Bldg. 6036
9:30 a.m. Protestant Sunday School

10:45 a.m. Latter-Day Saints
10:45 a.m. Wings Crossroads
(Contemporary Worship 
Protestant Service)
11 p.m. Eckankar Study (4th Sunday)
Spiritual Life Center, Bldg. 8939
10:15 a.m. CCD (except during 

summer months)

BIBLE STUDIES

Tuesdays
Crossroads Discipleship Study
(Meal/Bible Study)
Wings Chapel, 6:30 p.m.

Protestant Women of the Chapel
Wings Chape, 9 a.m. and 6 p.m.
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The Wiregrass community is 
invited to clap and sing along 
with Larry Gatlin and the Black-
wood Quartet at the Enterprise 
High School Performing Arts 
Center Oct. 25 at 7 p.m.

Tickets purchased in advance 
are $25 for adults and $20 for stu-
dents. Tickets purchased the day 
of the show are $30 for adults and 
$23 students. Season tickets may 
be purchased at David’s Westgate 
Beauty Salon in Enterprise. For 
more information, call 406-1617.

Gatlin — a Grammy Award-
winning American country leg-
end, Southern Gospel singer and 
songwriter — achieved success 

as part of a team with his broth-
ers, Steve and Rudy. As their 
fame grew in the country music 
genre, the band became known 
as Larry Gatlin and the Gatlin 
Brothers. Their biggest hits in-
clude “Broken Lady”, “All the 
Gold in California”, “Houston 
(Means I’m One Day Closer to 
You)”, “She Used to Be Some-
body’s Baby”, “Talking to the 
Moon” and “Heartbreak Ridge 
and New Hope Road”

Gatlin shares the music and 
stories from four decades as a 
solo artist and with The Gatlin 
Brothers. He has performed on 
33 Top 40 single hits combin-
ing his solo recordings and those 
with his brothers. 

The Blackwood Quartet con-

tinues the gospel sound made fa-
mous by The Blackwood Broth-
ers Quartet of 1934, which is 
considered the First Family of 
Gospel Music. 

The Blackwood Brothers won 
eight Grammys and six Dove 
Awards and they were inducted 
in the Gospel Music Hall of Fame 
in 1998. Expect to hear songs 
such as “How Great Thou Art”, 

“Swing Down Sweet Chariot”, 
“I’ll Fly Away”, “Peace in the 
Valley” and “When the Saints Go 
Marching In”.

Tickets are available at these 
locations:

David’s Westgate Beauty Sa-•	
lon in Enterprise - 406-1617
Redbrick Pizza next to Publix •	
in Enterprise - 475-2156
The Framery in Enterprise - •	

347-7800
Hair Haven in New Brockton •	
- 347-6113
Bradley’s Florist and Gifts in •	
Elba - 897-3422
Wildflowers Florist & Gifts in •	
Elba - 897-3010
The Printing Press, Inc. in •	
Troy - 566-4060
MaFoosky’s Deli in Daleville •	
- 598-3030
Harbin Jewelers in Ozark - •	
774-4427
Tuxedo 101/Scrubs 101 be-•	
hind Atlanta Bread Co. in Do-
than - 648-5050 
MWR Central in Fort Rucker •	
- 255-2997

For more information, 
call 406-2787 or visit www.
CoffeeCountyArtsAlliance.com.

Landmark Park
Press Release

Gatlin brings gospel to Wiregrass

Pirate fest
Panama City Beach, Flroida, will host 

its Pirates of the High Seas Fest Oct. 7-9 
at Pier Park and Capt. Anderson’s Marina. 
The free festival will feature a scavenger 
hunt, pirate invasions, children’s parade, 
main parade, live music, fireworks and 
more.

For more details, visit http://www.vis-
itpanamacitybeach.com/piratesofthehigh-
seas/.

Jazz by the Bay Festival
Panama City, Florida, will host the 16th 

annual Jazz by the Bay Festival Oct. 7-8 
at Oaks by the Bay Park from 6:30-11:59 
p.m. The free festival will include 10 
hours of jazz over the two days played by 
six bands playing various styles of jazz. 

For more details, visit http://www.ba-
yartsevents.com/event/16th-annual-jazz-
by-the-bay-festkival/.

Zoo Boo
The Montgomery Zoo will host 13 

nights of horror and fun at its Zoo Boo 
starting Oct. 13. Zoo officials welcome 
people to climb aboard the Haunted Hay 

Ride or mosey on over to the Pumpkin 
Pull for a good, old-fashioned, non-scary, 
traditional hay ride. The event will also 
feature games, bouncy castles, conces-
sions and more. 

Gates open nightly at 6 p.m., and the 
first Haunted Hay Ride will pull out at 
dusk. Event fee is $15 for ages 3 years 
old and older. Ticket includes entry, one 
ride on either the Haunted Hay Ride or the 
Pumpkin Pull Hay Ride and one sheet of 
game tickets – 10 tickets per sheet.

For more information, call 334-240-
4900 or visit montgomeryzoo.com/an-
nouncements/zoo-boo-week-1.

Theatre in the Mind
The Alabama Shakespeare Festival will 

host its free Theatre in the Mind series 
on various Saturdays now through May 6 
from noon to 1 p.m. The series is designed 
to help people gain new insights into ASF 
productions through the acclaimed The-
atre in the Mind and Bard Talk lecture 
discussions.  Designed around the plays 
ASF presents each season, people can par-
ticipate in free pre-show discussions with 
authors, cast members, designers and di-
rectors. The discussions are hosted by Dr. 
Susan Willis, ASF’s resident dramaturge.

Schedule: Oct. 15 –Special Theatre in 

the Mind event for Shakespeare Celebra-
tion; Nov. 26 –A Christmas Carol; Feb. 
4 – Because of Winn-Dixie; Feb. 18 –The 
Two Gentlemen of Verona; March 11 
–Sherlock Holmes; March 25 –Dauphin 
Island; and April 22 –The Tempest; and 
May 6 – Rep Actor’s Discussion (after 
matinee) and Narrated Changeover.

Theatre in the Mind is free and open to 
the public. Reservations are not required 
– people may pick up their tickets at the 
box office counter just before each lecture. 
People do not need to be a ticket holder to 
that day’s performance to attend the lec-
ture.  

For more information, call 334-271-
5353, or visit www.asf.net/Education/
Theatre-in-the-Mind.aspx.

‘Gravedigger’s Tale’
The Alabama Shakespeare Festival 

will host a special limited engagement of 
“Gravedigger’s Tale,” an interactive retell-
ing of Shakespeare’s “Hamlet” from the 
point of view of the Gravedigger. The per-
formance will take place Oct. 14 at 7:30 
p.m. and Oct. 15 at 2 p.m. 

“Gravedigger’s Tale” comes to ASF 
from the Folger Theatre to celebrate the 
national tour of Shakespeare’s Folio on 
display at the Montgomery Museum of 

Fine Arts in October. The story of Hamlet 
is told by the Gravedigger using Shake-
speare’s moving words and help from the 
audience, according to ASF officials. In 
Shakespeare’s play, “Hamlet,” the Grave-
digger appears briefly in Act V to perform 
a comic exchange with a fellow gravedig-
ger before speaking to Hamlet and pre-
senting him with the jester Yorick’s skull. 
During this performance, Gravedigger ar-
rives with a trunk and a book, and answers 
questions from the audience with pieces of 
text from Hamlet. 

The performance is recommended ages 
10 and up. Ticket prices vary based on 
play, date, and availability of seating. For 
more information, call 334-271-5353 or 
visit www.asf.net/Plays-and-Shows/2016-
2017-Season/Gravedigger-s-Tale.aspx.

U.S. Marine Band
The United States Marine Band will 

perform for free in two nearby locations in 
October. The band will perform in Panama 
City, Florida, Oct. 19 at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Marina Civic Center. For more informa-
tion, visit http://www.marinaciviccenter.
com/. The band will perform in Montgom-
ery Oct. 21 at 7:30 p.m. at the Montgom-
ery Performing Arts Centre. For more, 
visit www.mpaconline.org/events/.

ANDALUSIA
Ongoing  — The American Legion Post 80 has 

regular meetings the second Monday of the month, starting 
at 6:30 p.m., at the Legion Hall. For more information, call 
222-7131 or visit www.andalusialegionpost80.org.

Ongoing — The American Legion Post 80 hosts a 
dance with live music every Saturday from 7:30-11:30 
p.m. For more information, call 222-7131 or visit www.
andalusialegionpost80.org.

DALEVILLE
Ongoing — Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 6020 

Franchise J. Ballard Post membership meetings are at the 
post headquarters on State Road 84 every third Thursday 
of the month at 7 p.m.  Breakfast is served Sundays, and 
games and TVs are available for entertainment. Meetings 
are open to all. The post can host parties, weddings, and 
hails and farewells.  For more information, call 598-6211, 
598-1297, 598-6211 or 379-9187. 

Ongoing — Daleville Chamber of Commerce meets 
the second Wednesday of each month at noon at the 
Chamber of Commerce office in the Daleville Cultural and 
Convention Center. For more information, call 598-6331.

DOTHAN
Oct. 8 — The Dothan Roller Derby will host its last 

game of this season, Fall Brawl Wiregrass Wreckers vs. 
Emerald Coast Roller Derby, at the Ozark Civic Center. 
Doors open at 5 p.m., game starts at 6p.m. Admission is 
$10 for adults, $5 for children ages 6-10 and children ages 
5 and under are admitted for free. 

ONGOING — The Wiregrass Museum of Art will host 
its next seasonal public film series, Screen on the Green, 
the first Friday of October and November in the museum’s 
garden beginning at 7:30 p.m. – and admission is free. 
The public is invited to bring lawn chairs and blankets. 
A local food truck will be on hand to satisfy movie-
watching cravings and the museum will provide free 
popcorn.  Tim Burton’s “Beetlejuice” will be shown Oct. 
7 and Steven Spielberg’s “Hook” Nov. 4. A spring series 
of films will be announced in January. In case of inclement 
weather, movies will be show in the Great Hall of WMA’s 
Conference Center. 

Ongoing — Disabled American Veterans Dothan 
Chapter 87 maintains a service officer at its office at 545 
West Main St. (Mixon Business Center) Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. The chapter will assist 
veterans who were injured or disabled while in military 
service. DAV service officers help veterans and their 

spouses with disability compensation claims and other 
veterans benefits. All veteran services provided are free of 
charge. For more information, call 836-0217, Ext. 123, or 
send an email to davchapter87@gmail.com.

ENTERPRISE
Ongoing — Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 6683, 

John Wiley Brock Post monthly membership meetings for 
the VFW Post 6683 and Auxiliary are on the third Tuesday 
of each month at 7 p.m. at the post headquarters building 
located at 2615 Coffee County Road 537. The post mailing 
address is P.O. Box 311752 Enterprise, AL 36330. For 
more information, call 334-464-1171 or the auxiliary at 
334-464-2222. The post also has a Facebook site at vfw 
post 6683. 

Ongoing — Disabled American Veterans Chapter 9 
Enterprise-Coffee County meets the second Thursday of 
each month at 6:30 p.m. at Shane’s Rib Shack. For more 
information, call 308-2480.

Ongoing — The American Legion Post 73 meets at 
the American Legion building at 200 Gibson Street on the 
fourth Saturday of each month beginning at 9 a.m. The 
building is across the street from the Lee Street Baptist 
Church. For more information call 447-8507.

GENEVA
Ongoing — The Geneva County Relay for Life 

meets the last Tuesday of the month at 6 p.m. at the Citizens 
Bank. For more information, call 248-4495.

MIDLAND CITY
Ongoing — Residents are invited to town hall meet-

ings on the first Tuesday of each month at 5:30 p.m. at 
Town Hall, 1385 Hinton Waters Ave.

For more information, call 983-3511.

NEW BROCKTON
Ongoing — Tuesdays and Wednesdays, from 9-11 

a.m., Disabled American Veterans Chapter 99 maintains 
a service office in the New Brockton Police Station at 
202 South John Street. The office will assist veterans 
who were injured or disabled while in military service. 
DAV service officers help veterans and their spouses with 
disability compensation claims, Veterans Affairs pensions, 
death benefits, VA medical care, Social Security disability 
benefits, veterans job programs, homeless veterans 
services and other veteran services. All veteran services 
are provided free of charge. For more information, call 
718-5707.  

 Ongoing — Adult education classes are offered in 
Rm. 12 at New Brockton High School, 210 South Tyler 
St., Mondays and Wednesdays from 6-9 p.m. All classes 
are free for individuals 16 years old or older who are 
not enrolled in public school. Individuals must take an 
assessment test prior to attending class. 

For more information, call 894-2350.

OZARK
Ongoing — Every Wednesday, the Ozark-Dale 

County Public Library hosts free Wii Zumba from 5:30-
6:30 p.m. Teens and adults are invited. 

For more information, call 774-5480.

Ongoing — Every Monday through Friday, aerobic 
classes are open to the public at the Autrey Recreation 
Center from 8-10 a.m. 

For more information, call 774-2042.

Ongoing —AL-ANON will hold weekly meetings 
on Mondays at noon at the Lutheran Prince of Peace. 

For more information, call 618-513-1258.  

PINCKARD
Ongoing — The public is invited to the Cross 

Country Workshop every Sunday at 6 p.m. at the Pinckard 
United Methodist Church. 

For more information, call 983-3064.

SAMSON
Ongoing — The Samson City Council meets 

monthly the first and third Tuesdays at 5:30 p.m. at the 
Samson Community Center. 

Ongoing — American Legion Post 78 meets monthly 
on the second Tuesday at 7 p.m. 

TROY
Ongoing — Troy Bank and Trust Company sponsors 

senior dance nights every Saturday night from 7-10 
p.m. at the J.O. Colley Senior Complex. The complex is 
transformed into a dance hall and features music from the 
40s, 50s, and 60s with finger foods and refreshments. 

For more information, call Janet Motes at 808-8500.

WIREGRASS AREA
Ongoing — A German coffee takes place the last 

Thursday of every month except November at 10 a.m. at 
The Landing on Fort Rucker. The group has been meeting 
for more than 40 years.

Wiregrass community calendar
If you would like to advertise your event, email Jim Hughes with all the details at jhughes@armyflier.com.

Beyond Briefs
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DOVER AIR FORCE BASE, Del. — 
The Mexican-American War and the Battle 
for Monterrey are, in part, the reason Ten-
nessee is called the Volunteer State.

The state’s nickname is derived from 
the outpouring of support during the War 
of 1812 and again in 1846 when the U.S. 
declared war against Mexico. During that 
conflict, a reported 30,000 Tennesseans vol-
unteered and marched against Mexico after 
the nation had requested just 10 percent of 
that robust force. 

Sept. 28, approximately 170 years after 
the war, as many as 13 skeletal remains 
were returned to U.S. soil and honored dur-
ing a solemn transfer at Dover Air Force 
Base.

The movement of the remains, believed 
to be members of the Tennessee militia who 
died in the Battle of Monterrey in 1846, was 
the culmination of more than three years of 
diplomatic negotiation, sparked by a profes-
sor of forensic science at Middle Tennessee 
State University, according to Andrew Opp-
mann, the university’s spokesman.

The remains, transported aboard an Army 
C-12 aircraft, were carried to an awaiting 
vehicle by the Army Old Guard ceremonial 
team, under the watchful gaze of senior mil-
itary, university and government leaders.

A delegation of MTSU officials flew in to 
witness the dignified transfer of the remains 
and meet with experts at the Armed Forces 
Medical Examiner System to establish a 
collaboration geared at discovering more 
details about them.

Col. Louis Finelli, AFMES director, said 
it was too early to speculate how long the 
process would take. His team plans to work 
closely with MTSU’s staff in studying the 
skeletons.

“Given the age of the remains, we can do 
everything in our power, but without accu-
rate references and accurate family geneal-
ogy, we may not be able to put a name to 
them,” Finelli said. “We should hopefully 
be able to at least individualize these re-
mains.”

During the transfer, U.S. Rep. Diane 
Black, of Tennessee, stood with the offi-
cial party of senior military, university and 

government representatives. Her office first 
became aware of the remains in 2011, and 
she and other members of Tennessee’s con-
gressional delegation worked with Mexican 
officials to retrieve them.

“It had taken six years to bring these 
brave Soldiers home,” she said, during a 
break in the otherwise constant drizzle. “We 
have been in ongoing negotiations with the 
Mexican government and we have finally 
returned our fallen … heroes back to Amer-
ican soil.”

Black lives about 7 miles from a cem-
etery where Mexican-American War dead 
are buried. She said if the bones are indeed 
determined to be Tennessee militia volun-
teers, “We would love to see their remains 
buried in that cemetery.”

Oppmann described the history surround-
ing the Mexican-American War, which end-
ed in 1848 as nothing less than fascinating. 

“In September 1846, American forces 

caught the Mexican army in retreat at the 
city of Monterrey in northern Mexico,” he 
said. “(Monterrey)is referenced as ‘a Per-
fect Gibraltar’ for its formidable defenses.”

Oppmann went on to describe a frontal 
attack in which U.S. commander Zachary 
Taylor sent regular soldiers and Texas mi-
litia as the main attack force to the western 
sector. At the same time, a regiment of reg-
ulars led by West Point officers Ulysses S. 
Grant and Braxton Bragg, along with vol-
unteer regiments from Mississippi and Ten-
nessee, attacked the northeastern sector.

With a specific nod to the militia of his 
home state, Oppmann noted that the un-
fortunate distinction of the “Bloody First” 
went to a Tennessean regiment that suffered 
staggering losses.

“Fourteen percent of all forces engaged 
were killed or wounded (about 394) men, 
representing one of the bloodiest days in 
West Point history as 11 former cadets fell 

in action,” Oppmann said.
He also noted that Mexican war records 

indicate the dead were buried in “hastily 
covered mounds” along the roadside. 

“Historical evidence strongly indicates 
that these burials are likely those of Tennes-
seans,” according to Oppmann.

Dr. Hugh Berryman, a MTSU forensic 
anthropologist and professor, leads a team 
of 22 scientists that will work closely with 
AFMES to shed light on the remains.

“They were in a part of the battle that had 
a high number of Tennesseans that died,” 
said Berryman. “This is important for a 
number of different reasons.”

But perhaps the most important of which, 
Berryman said, is how interwoven the Mex-
ican-American War is with the very identity 
of Tennessee. 

“We’re the Volunteer State,” he said. 
“That name was given to us by the War of 
1812 and this war, in 1846.”

By Capt. Andre Bowser
Air Force Mortuary Affairs Operations

Repatriation of Mexican-American War remains in a dignified transfer at Dover Air Force Base, Del., Sept. 28. 

Photo by Roland Balik 

War remains arrive in U.S. for study

4 PC. BEDROOM SUITE
Dresser, Headboard, Mirror & Night Stand.

C $499

SALE

$299

OTHER RANGES
Starting at $269

SALE

$148

NEW 2 PIECE
LIVINGROOM SUITE

Sofa & Loveseat. Choice of
Patterns. Compare At $898

SALE
$398

ALL
RECLINERS

Sale Priced

BUNKBEDS
Sale $98Ea.

Some One & Two Of A Kind
Floor Models, Close-outs,

Used, Scratch & Dent
All Merchandise

Similar To Illustration

Limited
Quantities

26 Cu. Ft.
Side-by-Side

Ice & Water Thru Door
Was $1299

$745

FRIGIDAIRE
REFRIGERATOR/

FREEZER

FRIGIDAIRE
18.0 CU. FT.

REFRIGERATOR
FREEZER

Ice Maker Ready,
No Frost, 2 Door,

Was $549

MATTRESS SALE

Twin ....... Ea. Pc. $65.95
Full......... Ea. Pc. $85.95
Queen.... Ea. Pc. $95.95
King ....... Ea. Pc. $99.95

WHIRLPOOL
DRYER

Heavy Duty, Comm. design,
Perm. press cycle, cool

down care

Was $258

SALE $219

WHIRLPOOL
WASHER

Heavy Duty, 2 Speed,
5 Cycle, 3 Temp.

Was $348

SALE
$239

5.0 CU. FT.
CHEST FREEZER

Compare At $249.

A.V.B Member A.V.B.

BRAND SOURCE

Associated Volume Buyers
Guaranteed Lower Prices Thru Volume Buying
One Of The Nation’s Largest Buying Groups

A.V.B. Member A.V.B.

334-793-3045

KING’S FURNITURE & APPLIANCES
2821 Ross Clark Circle, S.W. • Dothan, Alabama

(Across From Eye Center South)
LARGEST SELECTION OF APPLIANCES & FURNITURE IN THE WIREGRASS!

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED BY THE SAME FAMILY FOR 50 YEARS.
Same Day Delivery • NatioNwiDe Service • Scratch & DeNt

Limited Quantities • Some One and Two of a Kind • Pictures Similar To Illustration
Low Price Policy
KING’S

Bring us the best price you can find for any
merchandise we carry – If we don’t beat it,

we’ll give you the item FREE!

14 Cu. Ft.
Frigidaire

Upright Freezer
Was $449

Now $329
Frigidaire
14.8 Cu. Ft.

Chest Freezer
Was $448

Now $338

Compare at $499

2821 Ross Clark Circle, S.W. • Dothan • 793-3045
“Owned And Operated By The Same Family For 50 Years”

Hundreds of unadvertised bargains priced too low to advertise!

KING’S FURNITURE & APPLIANCES

AMANA
ELECTRIC
RANGE

30 inch, plug in, plug out
burners. Storage Drawer.

New in carton.
Compare $498.00

SALE $29595 FRIGIDAIRE
FRONT LOAD

DRYER
Was $599.

SALE
$289

FRIGIDAIRE
FRONT LOAD

WASHER
Was $649.

SALE
$395

$319

$145

FRIGIDAIRE
DISHWASHER

Heavy Duty, Under Counter,
Regular Wash & Dry Cycle,

New in Carton.
Compare at $298

SALE
$21895

DINETTE
TABLE

In the carton with four
chairs.

Compare at $299.

S

6 Month • Same as Cash • Limited OfferW.A.C

Thurs., Oct. 6th 9 a.m. til 6 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 7th 9 a.m. til 6 p.m.
Sat., Oct. 8th 9 a.m. til 6 p.m.

Mon., Oct. 10th 9 a.m. til 6 p.m.

bestbest
of the wi regrass

Christmas is right
around the corner.

Lay-A-way
For Christmas

Don’t 
Text or 

talk and 
drive 
No call 
is worth 

sacrificing 
the safety of 
yourself and 

others. Do not 
talk or text 
and drive. It 

can wait.
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National Peanut Festival
Advance Tickets Now on Sale!

Megapass & Advance Gate Tickets

Megapass at McDonald’s

One Day aDmissiOn TickeTs - $600

nine Days seasOn pass - $4500

One Day meGapass $2500

Also Available at Advance Ticket Outlets*:

(334) 793-4323
Hwy 231 SoutH • DotHan, aL

www.nationaLPeanutFeStivaL.com

Nov. 4-13,
2016

$5.00
RX Plan
Get a month

Supply of certain
medications!

ElbaEnterprise

Enterprise’s
2nd Location Now Open!

(7 Days a Week)
6580 Boll Weevil Circle

3112 R��� Clark C�rcl� #3 • D��ha�, AL 36303
Across from Planet Fitness • Next to Dove Christian

334-446-1218 • ���.ch��k���al.c��
12,300 sq. ft. fuLLy RemoDeLeD RestAuRAnt

seAting foR 450 • ReseRvAtions weLCome
PARty Room seAting foR uP to 120 PeoPLe

Serving Chinese, Japanese,
American, & Noodle Soup Bar

steak • ribs • jumbo shrimp
FriedWhole catFish • sushi bar

hibachi grill • salad bar
dessert bar • hot bar-b-Q grill
open kitchen • 10 Food bars

Tremendous Price, Outstanding Value

BUFFET OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Sunday - Thursday 10:30 am - 9:30 pm

Friday - Saturday 10:30 am - 10:00 pm

lunch:
Mon - Fri $5.99
Sat - Sun $8.99

dinner:
Mon - Sun $10.99

drinks $1.79
hot tea 95¢

gRiLL & Buffet

WASHINGTON — 
More than 20 leaders of 
veteran service organi-
zations, military service 
organizations and other 
non-federal entities vis-
ited the Pentagon Sept. 28 
to discuss issues affecting 
America’s Soldiers and 
veterans.

Secretary of the Army 
Eric Fanning told the 
VSO/MSO representa-
tives that one of his priori-
ties is to ensure a smooth, 
“seamless transition” for 
Soldiers and families who 
are leaving the Army to 
become veterans.

“We want to strengthen 
the connections between 
the Soldier for Life initia-
tive and your organiza-
tions” he said, continuing 
“we need you to assist us 
with our transitioning Sol-
diers and spouses from the 
Army into civilian life.”

He went around the table 
and asked the representa-
tives to identify issues af-
fecting Soldiers, veterans 
or their organizations.

Rhonda Powell, na-
tional security director for 
the American Legion, said 
that Soldiers who transi-
tion to the civilian sector 
often experience a smaller 
paycheck than they had 
in the Army. She recom-
mended that Soldiers get 
more information before 
they leave about challeng-
es they are likely to face in 
the job market.

Kelly Hruska, director 
of government relations 
for the National Military 
Family Association, said 
she was concerned about 
cuts that might affect pro-
grams on various Army 
installations, especially 
family readiness posi-
tions.

“The Army has decided 
not to reduce appropriated 
fund support to Morale, 

Welfare and Recreation 
activities until it has com-
pleted a thorough and 
comprehensive analysis” 
said Fanning and contin-
ued that other proposed 
cuts are on hold as well.

Kristofer Goldsmith, 
assistant director for 
the Vietnam Veterans of 
America, suggested that 
the Army Review Board 
Agency be assigned more 
personnel to speed the re-
view of involuntary sepa-
ration cases, especially 
when Soldiers getting out 
had traumatic brain injury 
or post traumatic stress 
disorder.

A briefing about the 
Army Review Board 
Agency was provided to 
VSO/MSO reps earlier 
that day by Col. Michael 
Pratt, director of the Mili-
tary Review Board, and 
Dennis Dingle, director of 
the Army Board for Cor-
rection of Military Re-
cords.

When asked if the St. 
Louis Records fire has 
impacted work, Dingle 
said some records can be 
reconstructed. Those that 
cannot be done on first re-
view by the board are send 
back to service member or 
family representative with 
new request for missing 
documents or information. 
There is no statute of limi-
tations.

The visitors also re-
ceived an operational 
overview from Lt. Gen. 
Joseph Anderson, deputy 
chief of staff, G-3/5/7.

Army Chief of Public 
Affairs Maj. Gen. Mal-
colm B. Frost talked to 
the VSO/MSO representa-
tives about the “Meet Your 
Army” program.

He explained that the 
program aims to tell the 
Army story in 27 cities 
across the country that 
don’t have regular expo-
sure to Soldiers. He asked 
the group for assistance.

Secretary Fanning 
agreed, saying “veterans’ 
stories are the story of the 
Army and America. You 
help tell that story.”

John Trujillo, director 
and founder of Warrior 
Transition, suggested that 
the Army use VSOs and 
MSOs as force multipli-
ers for social media mes-
sages. “If you look across 
this table, you probably 
have 10 million followers, 
easily,” Trujillo said.

Joe Davis, public affairs 
director for the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars, said those 
around the table should 
visit military installations 
to tell commanders and 
first sergeants what VSO/
MSO groups “add to the 
fight.”

Davis said many Sol-
diers don’t know what’s 
available off post and how 
organizations such as the 
VFW can sponsor awards 
and provide veterans to 
attend unit programs.

By Gary Sheftick
Army News Service

Maj. Gen. Malcolm B. Frost, chief of Army Public Affairs, talks to 
leaders of veterans service organizations and military service orga-
nizations at the Pentagon Sept. 28.

Photo by Gary Sheftick

Organizations provide input to Army



The 2016 Fort Rucker Intramural 
Football Season officially kicked off last 
week as teams went head to head to find 
out who the contenders are for this year’s 
championship title.

The 6th Military Police Detachment 
team took on and narrowly took down the 
1st Battalion, 11th Aviation, 19-18, during 
a game Sept. 29 that had both teams on the 
edge of their seats.

Sgt. Bennie Morris, coach of the 6th MP 
team, said the game for them was more 
mental than physical, which allowed them 
to stay ahead of their opponents through-
out most of the bout.

“We had a pretty good game,” said Mor-
ris. “We know these guys and we played 
them throughout the summer. We’re really 

competitive, but we keep it clean.
“They were too focused on arguing with 

the refs and we just focused on the game,” 
he continued. “They were almost able to 
catch up at the end because we started run-
ning our mouths. We started arguing back 
with them and lost control of the mental 
game, but we got it back.”

The game started as the MPs received 
the kickoff and pushed downfield early on. 
They managed to push through to the goal 
line within just minutes of the start of the 
game, but a penalty set them back to the 
20-yard line.

The MPs wouldn’t be slowed, though, as 
they were able to repeat their success and 
get through the 1-11th’s defense to score a 
touchdown and get on the scoreboard first.

On their first possession, 1-11th Avn. 

D
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Health Pigskin picks
Check out this week’s 
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Story on Page D3and Fitness

Players of the 1-11th Avn. Regt. and the 6th MP Det. fight for field position during an intramural 
football game Sept. 29 – the 6th MPs narrowly won the game, 19-18.

Photo by Tori Evans

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

CARDIAC COPS
MPs deny comeback, handcuff 1-11th Avn., 19-18

As plentiful as the services avail-
able at Lyster Army Health Clinic 
are, TRICARE beneficiaries may, 
at times, be referred to a specialist 
outside of the clinic.

It’s important for TRICARE ben-
eficiaries to understand the referral 
process to avoid unnecessary de-
lays with care and potential costs.

“It is in the best interest of our 
patients to receive as much care 
here as possible,” said Lt. Col. Jon 
Baker, LAHC Commander. “The 
staff here is part of the military 
family, so we understand our pa-
tients’ needs.”

There are two types of referrals: 
specialty and diagnostic.

A beneficiary’s provider places 
a referral request into the LAHC 
Health System for services that are 
outside of the scope of what Lyster 
can provide inside the primary care 
clinic. 

Diagnostic testing can include, 
but is not limited to: bone scans, 
sleep studies, Holter monitors or 
mammograms, which are scheduled 
through the patient service center.

Specialty services can be for such 
services as allergy, dermatology, 
neurology or endocrinology needs.

“Once a request is placed by 
your provider, it can take up to 10 
business days before TRICARE ap-
proves or denies the request. If the 
specialty service provider is located 
within Lyster (optometry, physical 
therapy or nutrition care) you will 
receive a call from that department 
to schedule an appointment,” said 

Shannon Vickery, chief of managed 
care operations at LAHC.

Patients will receive a notice in 
the mail from TRICARE with the 
decision regarding their referral. 
They will either be authorized or 
denied, and a justification will be 
listed. 

“When a beneficiary is granted 
a referral from their primary care 
manager for a specialist outside of 
Lyster, they will receive a letter in 
the mail from TRICARE explaining 
the referral,” said Vickery. “The let-
ter will contain who the referral is 
with and how many appointments 
can be made with that referral. It 
is important that beneficiaries read 
and understand the letter to avoid 
confusion.”

People who need to change the 
specialty provider listed should call 
TRICARE at the number listed, or 
if they need to repeal their denial, 
patients should follow the direc-
tions sent with the denial.

People’s specialty provider 

should be able to see them within 
28 days. If they cannot, patients 
should call TRICARE and special-
ists will help locate a new provider 
for them. Lyster no longer has rep-
resentatives for TRICARE located 
in the clinic. The patient service 
center can only print off a copy of 
people’s referrals if they are unable 
to access a printer.

People who have seen their spe-
cialty providers and would like a 
second opinion will need to contact 
their PCM by calling the patient 
appointment line. They will need 
to leave their provider’s team nurse 
a message, providing the name of 
the TRICARE-approved specialty 
provider they would like to see. 
The patients’ PCM will enter a re-
ferral for them to obtain the second 
opinion. Patients will then need to 
wait the 10 business days for TRI-
CARE’s response.

People can check the status of 
their referral or print it online at 
www.humanamilitary.mil.

TRICARE REFERRALS

The U.S. Army School of Aviation Medicine 
held a ribbon cutting ceremony for its newly re-
modeled Aviation medicine classrooms Sept. 27. 

Guest speaker for the event, Maj. Gen. Brian 
Lein, U.S. Army Medical Department Center and 
School Health Readiness Center of Excellence 
commanding general, cut the ribbon along with 
Col. Mark McPherson, USASAM dean, and 1st 
Sgt. James Conway, USASAM.

The original classrooms were built in 1984. 
The renovated USASAM classrooms are a $4.9 
million, 18-month project now offering state-of-
the-art technology, including computers at every 
station, projection and speaker systems and video 
teleconference capabilities.

The upgrade also includes the classrooms at the 
DUSTOFF Training Complex – where flight para-
medics and USASAM Joint Enroute Care Course 
students receive all go-to-war training, and where 
medical skillsets are operationalized to the Avia-
tion mission.

Last year USASAM trained 2,497 Aviation Sol-
diers on the aeromedical factors affecting flight 
and the human body and trained 493 medical per-
sonnel on how to perform medical operations in 
the flight environment.

School of Aviation 
Medicine opens 
renovated classrooms

Army graphic

See cardiac cops, Page D3
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Col. Tom von Eschenbach
CDID Director
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By Jenny Stripling
Lyster Army Health Clinic 
Public Affairs

Understanding process key to avoiding delays, extra costs

By Jenny Stripling
Lyster Army Health Clinic 
Public Affairs

First Sgt. James Conway, USASAM, Maj. Gen. Brian Lein, U.S. 
Army Medical Department Center and School Health Readi-
ness Center of Excellence commanding general, AND Col. 
Mark McPherson, USASAM dean, cut the ribbon to open the 
newly renovated classrooms at USASAM Sept. 27.

Army photo
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aggressively pushed against their opponents and managed 
to get right up on the opposing goal line, but an interception 
on the next play stopped them in their tracks.

The MPs took their newfound possession and managed 
to push for 1st down after 1st down to inch closer to the 
opposing end zone. They managed to get a clean pass into 
the end zone for their second touchdown and extra point to 
take the lead, 13-0.

The 1-11th Avn. had their work cut out for them as the 
2-minute warning sounded for the half, and though they 
managed to push downfield during their possession, the 
6th MP’s defense proved to be too strong as they kept the 
pressure on.

The MPs managed another interception to retake 
possession just before the clock ran down, but they 
couldn’t manage another touchdown before the half 

ended, still leading 13-0. 
The 1-11th received to start the half and got off to a good 

start, managing to push against their opponents for a 1st 
and goal opportunity. 

This was their chance to get back in the game, and the 
6th MPs held strong, but their defense wasn’t enough to 
stop the 1-11th from breaking through for their first score.

The MPs took possession and were determined to 
maintain their lead, but the 1-11th Avn. defense started to 
tighten up, slowing their opponent’s advance, but it wasn’t 
enough to stop the 6th MP’s advance as they pushed closer 
to the end zone. 

The 1-11th defense managed to hold the MPs to a 4th 
down, but they left two receivers wide open near the goal 
line on the play, allowing the 6th MPs another touchdown 
to extend their lead to 19-6. 

The 1-11th came back strong during their possession 
and managed a 35-yard run to set them up with a 1st and 

goal opportunity. The 1-11th quarterback managed to push 
past the opposing defense to score on the play and make 
the score 19-12 with less than 2 minutes in the game. 

The MPs took possession determined not to give up 
their lead, but 1-11th’s defense managed to hold them off 
and force a punt and regain possession with a few precious 
seconds remaining in the game. 

The 6th MPs managed an interception on the next play, 
but a penalty for roughing the quarterback returned pos-
session to the 1-11th, offering another chance at redemp-
tion.

With seconds remaining, the 1-11th managed to get a 
long bomb off into the opposing end zone for a touchdown 
to close the score to 1 point. They couldn’t complete the 
comeback, though, as the extra point attempt was unsuc-
cessful.

The 6th MPs retook possession and ran down the 
remaining 12 seconds of the game for the victory.
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Wes Hamilton
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John Tkac
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Jeff Frey
NCOA
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USKA
MARTIAL ARTS

ONLY

$45
WEEKLY

1145 James Drive • enterprise, aL • 334-475-4308
(across frommr. mattress)

WWW.SCORPIONKARATE1.COM

AFTER SCHOOL
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WASHINGTON — During a visit to Af-
ghanistan in 2009, then-Defense Secretary 
Robert M. Gates told troops at Camp Leath-
erneck of his goal to provide the same adher-
ence to the golden hour in Afghanistan that 
was, at the time, being practiced in Iraq.

He was referring to a standard of care that 
gets Soldiers to advanced-level treatment fa-
cilities within the first critical 60 minutes of 
being wounded, thereby greatly increasing 
their odds of survival.

Maj. Gen. (Dr.) Joseph Caravalho Jr. said 
that the golden hour standard of care might 
not always be possible in future conflicts and 
even in current humanitarian operations in 
austere environments, where treatment is far 
away in terms of time and distance.

One such place, he said, is Africa, where 
Soldiers operate in small teams, sometimes 
with just one medic. There are not very many 
nongovernmental health organizations oper-
ating on that vast continent, and hospitals are 
few and far between, he explained.

In parts of Africa and other austere places, 
he said, the gold standard of one hour may 
come to mean “six hours” instead.

Caravalho and others spoke Sept. 22, at 
the Association of the United States Army’s 
Institute of Land Warfare hot topic: “Army 
Medicine: Enabling Army Readiness Today 

and Tomorrow.”
Col. Jim Czarnik, U.S. medical liaison to 

the United Kingdom Ministry of Defence 
and U.S. Army surgeon general consultant 
for Operational Medicine, said getting used 
to operating in austere environments can be 
challenging.

Czarnik, who served as the command sur-
geon of U.S. Army Africa Command on his 
previous assignment, said those who entered 
the Army medical community after the wars 
in Iraq and Afghanistan were already under-
way are experienced in operating in environ-
ments where the golden hour response time 
is possible.

The Army medical community, he said, 
has become accustomed to quick MedEvac 
flights to nearby forward operating bases, 
working with medical equipment left behind 
by previous units, and operating in advanced 
medical facilities.

Very little of that exists or is practical in 
Africa, where small, mobile teams are wide-
ly disbursed across a continent that’s nearly 
30 times the size of Iraq and Afghanistan 
combined.

“Commanders accustomed to the golden 
hour are being told there’s nothing there,” 
and that’s quite a change for them, Czarnik 
said.

The new reality of medical delivery in 
austere environments doesn’t involve the 
construction of new medical treatment fa-
cilities. And with the small mobile teams 
operating in Africa, it also doesn’t include 
bringing along expensive and bulky medical 
equipment.

Instead, small medical teams will need to 
learn to use the existing medical infrastruc-
ture, supplies and medicines of host nations, 
Czarnik said.

Where certain host-nation capabilities are 
lacking, such as in transportation for casual-
ties, locally contracted services will need to 
be used, he said. Also, the Army will prob-
ably look to nongovernmental health organi-
zations to fill in the gaps, as they did during 
the Ebola crisis in west Africa.

Command Sgt. Maj. Gerald C. Ecker, who 
serves as the command sergeant major of 
Army Medical Command and the senior en-
listed advisor to the Army surgeon general, 
said with the new reality of medical care, the 
importance of the medic’s role within small 
teams will grow, and his or her training and 
expertise will be relied on to a greater than 
ever degree.

The Army will need to help medics ex-
pand beyond the skills they currently pos-
sess, he said. 

Today’s medics are “hungry to learn more 
and we’re passionate about feeding their 
hunger.”

Doing that, Ecker said, will involve pro-
viding them with more advanced medical 
training than they are currently receiving 
and getting them certifications and licens-
es. They will need to acquire, for instance, 
a better understanding of physiology and 
pharmacology.

“We want to allow them to work at the 
highest scope of practice in clinical environ-
ments and get solid pre-deployment train-
ing,” he added.

Also, medics will need to be empowered 
with more leadership authority, Ecker said. 
Well-trained medics of the future should be 
able to advise their platoon leaders on who 
should and who shouldn’t move forward on 
an assault, since they know current condi-
tions of their Soldiers better than anyone.

Spc. Luis Candelaria, middle, and Spc. Deborah 
Drullard, right, 407th Ambulance Company, teach 
Chadian combat medics tactical combat casualty 
care techniques at the Hospital Military D’ In-
struction in N’Djamena, Chad, in 2014. 
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Army doctors: Medics may face fewer resources, increased role
By David Vergun
Army News Service
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Cardiac Cops

Rucker Lanes construction
The Rucker Lanes is undergoing construction now 

through Nov. 1 to improve the facility. The snack bar and 
bingo corner should remain operational, but might experi-
ence some limited unavailability.  Bowling will be open for 
regular business hours now-Oct. 23 and closed again Oct. 
24-31. Construction is scheduled to be finished and Rucker 
Lanes will be operating at regular business hours starting 

Nov. 1. An updated operational status will be posted at the 
bowling center, on the bowling center marquee and on the 
Fort Rucker MWR Facebook page. 

For more information, call 255-9503.

Fort Rucker PFC renovations
The Fort Rucker Physical Fitness Center, Bldg. 4605, will 

undergo a minor renovation project to paint the front en-

trance lobby area Monday-Oct. 16. During this timeframe, 
the front entrance doors, lobby area and hallway will be 
closed to all patrons. The entrance and front desk operations 
will move to the gymnasium exit doors located closest to the 
front parking lot. The racquetball hallway can be utilized to 
access the locker rooms. The front entrance area will reopen 
Oct. 17. 

For more information, call 255-2296.B
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