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With the smell of Asian cuisine 
filling the air, people were able 
to take a bite of culture during an 
observance that celebrated the di-
versity that the Army and nation 
provides.

Throughout May, Fort Ruck-
er is celebrating Asian-Pacific 
American Heritage Month, and 
the observance kicked off with an 
event to highlight the contribu-
tions of Asian-Pacific Americans 
at the post exchange Friday.

People came out in droves to 
sample authentic Asian cuisine, 
learn about the history and con-
tributions of Asian-Pacific Ameri-
cans, and enjoy music and dance 
performances.

Sgt. 1st Class David Hedgepeth, 
110th Aviation Brigade Equal Op-
portunity adviser, said the event 
provides an opportunity for edu-
cation to the community on the 
contributions of Asian Americans 
and Pacific Islanders who have 
made an impact on American cul-
ture.

“Asian Americans and Pacific 
Islanders are part of our commu-
nity and it is important we honor 
their heritage,” he said. “This 
is a great opportunity to high-
light the contributions that Asian 
Americans and Pacific Islanders 

have made in our military and in 
America.”

The U.S. has recognized the 
month of May as Asian-Pacific 
American Heritage Month since 
1977 as a time to acknowledge the 

achievements and contributions 
to the American story by Asian 
Americans, Pacific Islanders and 
native Hawaiians, said Staff Sgt. 
Kris Souza, A Company, 1st Bat-
talion, 223rd Aviation Regiment, 

adding that this month’s theme for 
the observance is “Walk together, 
embrace differences, build lega-
cies.”

“The phrase reflects the 
aspirations of many Asian 

American-Pacific Islanders who 
help shape this nation,” he said. 
“While these communities have 
roots that expand the globe, 

Master Shifu and Po, characters from the film “Kung Fu Panda,” visit with family members.

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

celebrating army’s diversity
Event honors 
Asian-Pacific 
Islander Heritage

When people think of fire fighters, they 
tend to immediately think of fire trucks, axes 
and water hoses, but Fort Rucker firefighters 
are more than just that.

The primary role of the Fort Rucker Fire 
Department is to provide protection for ser-
vice members, family members, contractors 
and visitors to the installation, said Jeremy 
Evett, Fort Rucker fire chief.

But there is more to being a firefighter 
than just fighting fires, he added.

The fire department is responsible for re-
sponses to basically any type of emergency 
– structural fires, aircraft fires or crashes, 
confined space rescues, emergency medi-
cal responses, hazardous material responses, 
and, most recently, emergency water re-
sponses because of the increased activities 
on the lakes during the warmer months, said 
the fire chief.

“We like to think that we’re more than just 
(fighting fires),” Evett said. “We also pro-
vide a myriad of services to the community 
by providing things like child car seat instal-
lation certification for new parents, blood 
pressure checks for people, and even provide 
CPR and AED instruction for different units 
on post.”

See prevention, Page A5

Prevention

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

There are countless methods of ther-
apy used to help Soldiers and family 
members through difficult times, but 
helping agency personnel on Fort Ruck-
er aren’t horsing around when it comes 
to providing the best treatment for those 
under their care.

Fort Rucker unit ministry teams and 
Lyster Army Health Clinic behavioral 
health personnel were provided hands-
on training in equine-assisted therapy at 
the Fort Rucker Riding Stables April 28 
where they worked with horses to learn 
various therapeutic benefits of caring for 
horses, herd psychology and exercises 
in horsemanship, according to Chaplain 
(Capt.) Joe Sherwin, 1st Battalion, 14th 
Aviation Regiment battalion chaplain.

“(This therapy) exposes Soldiers 
and spouses to an alternative treatment 
method that uses natural horsemanship 
and herd psychology exercises in the 
development of skills and strategies for 
dealing with problems, such as relation-
ship issues, stress management, (post 
traumatic stress disorder), dependency 
issues, autism, overcoming fears, and 

other behavioral and developmental is-
sues,” said Sherwin.

Throughout the training, the ministry 
teams and caregivers learned about the 
fundamentals of taking care of a horse 
and how they can find the process to be 
therapeutic. Throughout the day, they 
worked with a horse doing ground exer-
cises in the round pin to build trust and 
communicate with the horse through 

body language.
Jackie Paul-Stevens, licensed profes-

sional counselor and avid horse rider, 
was on hand to provide the training and 
show the caregivers how the equine 
therapy can help in the healing process 
for patients, especially those who are re-
turning from deployments and trying to 
readjust to life stateside.

“This is a place where you can feel 
like you’ve got some power,” she said. 
“For a one-year deployment, it takes ap-
proximately three years to recover from 
a stimulus, such as those fight or flight 
situations that they often encounter dur-
ing a deployment.

“When Soldiers do back-to-back de-
ployments, they don’t get that decom-
pression,” said Paul-Stevens. “(Equine 
therapy) can provide a positive stimulus 
because the (Soldier’s) physiological 
needs aren’t being met with they come 
home, and this is a fabulous outlet for 
them.”

Although the training is meant to 
benefit caregivers, such as medical 
professionals and chaplains who work 
directly with Soldiers and families, it’s 

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

Equine therapy aims to help Soldiers, families
Not horsing around

Chaplain (Capt.) Juan Castro, U.S. Army  chaplain, 
gives a hug to Blackjack during the therapy.

See therapy, Page A5
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Zach McDaniel and Josh Miller, Fort Rucker fire-
fighters, demonstrate proper CPR techniques on 
a training manikin at the Fort Rucker Fire Station 
last year.

Photos by Nathan Pfau

Melanie Turner, former military family 
member, performs a traditional Hula dance 
during the Asian-Pacific American Heri-
tage Month kickoff celebration at the post 
exchange Friday.

Chaplain (Capt.) Juan Castro, U.S. Army  chaplain, works with Jackie Paul-Stevens, licensed professional counselor, in the round pen at the Fort 
Rucker Riding Stables as he commands Old Mist to run throughout the pen using his body language during an equine-assisted therapy training 
session April 28.

Photos by Nathan Pfau

Fire department more 
than just fighting fires

See diversity, Page A5



(Editor’s note: This originally 
appeared as a DOD Live blog. 
For more blogs on military mat-
ters, check out http://www.dod-
live.mil/.)

There’s been a lot of talk about 
a Third Offset Strategy at the De-
fense Department lately. It’s part 
of Defense Secretary Ash Carter’s 
plan to make sure the U.S. mili-
tary remains the world’s finest 
fighting force.

The Third Offset Strategy has 
a number of parts to it, so at first 
glance, it may appear complicated. 
The following breaks down some 
of the more technical aspects into 
layman’s terms.

Basically, an offset strategy is 
part of a long-term competitive 
strategy – a peacetime competi-
tion between rival defense estab-
lishments that aims to generate 
and sustain strategic advantage. 
Offset strategies are not about for-
mulating a general unified theory 
for armed conflict. They instead 
aim to bolster and extend U.S. 
conventional deterrence against 
great powers able to produce or 
acquire technologically advanced 
weapons systems.

It’s how we strengthen our 
military’s competitive edge. Off-
set strategies are not solely about 
technological approaches, al-
though all offset strategies have 
a powerful technological compo-
nent. They are about finding the 
right combination of technologies, 
and operational and organizational 
constructs to achieve decisive op-
erational advantage and thus bol-

ster conventional deterrence.
It’s something the U.S. has done 

successfully twice before.
The First Offset began during 

the early 1950s at the start of the 
Cold War. The Soviet Union had 
a geographical advantage over the 
U.S. in Western Europe, so Amer-
ica exploited its nuclear superior-
ity to overcome it, miniaturizing 
nukes to about the size of a foot-
ball. It was an effective strategy 
until the Soviets caught up. 

That’s when the U.S. moved into 
the Second Offset of the 1970s and 
1980s, where America focused on 
conventional munitions with near-
zero miss, precision-guided weap-
ons and the joint battle networks 
that employed them. The key 
drivers to this strategy were infor-
mation technologies and the digi-
tal microprocessor that changed 

the game in terms of sensors and 
the weapons carried by our plat-
forms.

Since then, however, there’s 
been a reemergence of great pow-
er competition – particularly with 
China and Russia. Simply put, 
both are catching up in military 
capabilities, and both are investing 
heavily in Second Offset technol-
ogies, as well as cyber and elec-
tronic warfare that could erode the 
enormous advantages the U.S. has 
enjoyed in conventional warfare.

So, it’s time for a Third Offset 
Strategy. As it has been in the past, 
technological and operational in-
novation will be the key to it. 
Maintaining – and in select areas, 
extending –competitive, techno-
logical and operational advan-
tages is not a purely quantitative 
contest vis-à-vis these nations. 

Rather, the U.S. must seek asym-
metric advantages that capitalize 
on its strengths and exploit adver-
sary weaknesses.

The Third Offset Strategy har-
nesses the country’s intellectual 
activity in a way that transcends 
any particular technological trend.  
But research points in the direc-
tion of five common technologi-
cal-operational components.

Deep-learning systems
These machines would be used 

for indications and warnings in 
cyber defense, electronic warfare 
attacks and large-density missile 
raids when human reactions just 
aren’t fast enough. They would 
also be used for big-data analyt-
ics – for example, a deep-learning 
system might be able to analyze 
90,000 Facebook posts made by 

ISIL in one day, crunch that data 
and find patterns from it, pulling 
out what might be of use.

The Defense Advanced Re-
search Projects Agency is also 
working on two programs, Adap-
tive Radar Countermeasures and 
Behavioral Learning for Adap-
tive Electronic Warfare. They can, 
for example, help EA-18G pilots 
whose equipment has sensed an 
unknown radar signal figure out 
how to take care of it during the 
mission instead of having to bring 
that information back to its base 
for analysis.

Human-machine collaboration
This teams up human insight 

with the tactical acuity of comput-
ers by allowing machines to help 
humans make better, faster deci-
sions. Pairing the two will com-
bine the ability of humans to think 
on the fly with the quick problem-
solving methods of artificial intel-
ligence.

Current examples of this are 
unmanned underwater vehicle 
systems and the Aegis weapon 
system – a naval system that uses 
computers and radar to track and 
guide weapons to destroy enemy 
targets.

There’s also the F-35 which, 
when fully developed, will be a 
flying sensor that can take in a 
huge amount of data, analyze it 
and then display it on pilots’ hel-
mets, allowing them to make bet-
ter decisions. 

Human-machine combat 
teaming

While the above collabora-
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Perspective

Derek Miller, 
military family member

“Use plenty of sunscreen if 
you’re going to be in the sun 
a lot.”

“Don’t try to swim for too 
long or in water too deep.”

“If you have kids, make sure 
to keep an eye on them.”

“Make sure you’re confident 
in your swimming ability be-
fore going in the water.”

Martin Reed, 
veteran

Brandon Boyle, 
military family member

Dustin Yates, 
military family member

“Don’t eat before going into 
the water.”

Maria Shriver, 
military spouse
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Statement of Publication authorization

The Army Flier is an autho-
rized publication for members 
of the Department of Defense. 
Contents of the Army Flier are 
not necessarily the official views 
of, or endorsed by, the U.S. 
government, or the Department 
of the Army. 

The editorial content of this 
publication is the responsibility 
of the Fort Rucker Public Affairs 
Office. 

Ten thousand copies are 
published weekly by The Dothan 
Eagle, a private company in no 
way connected with the U.S. 
government under exclusive 
contract with the Department of 
the Army. 

The appearance of advertis-
ing in this publication, including 
inserts or supplements, does not 
constitute endorsement by the 
U.S. Army or The Dothan Eagle.

Business matters

For business, advertisements, 
subscriptions or to report print-
ing errors, contact The Dothan 
Eagle, 227 N. Oates St., Dothan, 
AL 36303 or call (334) 792-3141. 

The Dothan Eagle is responsible 
for all printing matters and com-
mercial advertising. 

Deadlines are Friday at 2 p.m. 
for the following week’s edition. 

All editorial content of the 
Army Flier is prepared, edited, 
provided and approved by the 
Public Affairs Office, U.S. Army 
Aviation Center of Excellence 
and Fort Rucker, AL.

Equal Opportunity Statement

Everything advertised in this 
publication shall be made 
available for purchase, use 
or patronage without regard 
to race, color, religion, sex, 

national origin, age, marital 
status, physical handicap, 
political affiliation or any 
other non-merit factor of the 
purchaser, user or patron. 

If a violation or rejection of 
this equal opportunity policy by 
an advertiser is confirmed, the 
publisher shall refuse to print 
advertising from that source until 
the violation is corrected.

Editorial contacts

Contribute news items or pho-
tographs by contacting the Army 
Flier, Public Affairs Office, U.S. 
Army Aviation Center of Excel-
lence, Fort Rucker, AL 36362, or 
call (334) 255-2028 or 255-1239; 
calls to other PAO numbers are 
not normally transferable.

If you would like to contact the 
Army Flier by e-mail, please 
contact the editor at jhughes@
armyflier.com.

Rotor 
Wash

Lake Fest will officially kick off the 
opening of swim season on Fort Rucker 
May 21 from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. on West 
Beach at Lake Tholocco. What are some 
tips you can provide to help people stay 

safe when taking to the water?

“

”

By Katie Lange
DOD Live Blogger

See strategy, Page A4

3rd Offset Strategy 101: 
What it is, what tech focuses are

Air Force photo

The Sodium Guidestar at the Air Force Research Laboratory’s Starfire Optical Range resides on a 6,240 foot hilltop at Kirtland 
Air Force Base, New Mexico. 
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With more than a combined 500 years of 
service to the country, 19 Soldiers and one 
civilian, retired during a ceremony Friday 
at the U.S. Army Aviation Museum.

The following are excerpts from the nar-
ratives read on each retiree during the cer-
emony.

Maj. Steven O. Eastman Jr.
Eastman, CJ34 deputy director of anti-

terrorism and force protection, Yongsan, 
South Korea, entered military service in 
1992 as a tank and wheeled vehicle me-
chanic. He was commissioned in 1999 into 
the Aviation Branch. He said the highlights 
of his career were his time in Iraq helping 
the Iraqi people learn to properly secure its 
border, and leading and assisting the out-
standing trainers of the Aviation Branch at 
Fort Rucker. He and his wife, Malou, plan 
to reside in either Enterprise, or Midland, 
Michigan.

CW5 Paul D. Clark
Clark, Aviation Branch safety officer, 

entered military service in 1984 as a sup-
ply logistician and then completed initial 
entry rotary wing training in 1987. He is 
rated in the AH-64 Apache. He has two 
sons who are in the active Army, and a 
daughter in seventh grade. He plans to re-
side in Dothan.

CW5 William L. Buchanan
Buchanan, Army Combat Readiness 

Center G7 senior safety adviser, entered 
military service in 1989 as a warrant of-
ficer candidate and graduated from flight 
training in 1990. He said the highlights of 
his career were being promoted to chief 
warrant officer 5 and serving as an accident 
investigator-G7 instructor at Fort Rucker. 
He and his wife, Suzanne, plan to reside in 
Huntsville.

CW4 Jeffrey S. Turner
Turner, Army Ground Safety Officer 

Course deputy chief, entered military ser-
vice in 1988 as a power generation equip-
ment mechanic. In 2000, he became an 
ordnance warrant officer. He said the high-
light of his career was being a military his-
tory instructor in support of the Warrant 
Officer Career College. He and his wife, 
Mary, plan to reside in Monroeville.

CW4 Carlos D. Jones
Jones, senior instructor and writer with 

Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 
Warrant Officer Career College, entered 
military service in 1988 as a paralegal 
specialist. He became a warrant officer in 
2000. He said the highlights of his career 
were earning his second master’s degree 
and working on the International Security 
Assistance Force Joint Command Staff un-
der the legal officer as deputy executive 
officer. He plans to reside in San Antonio, 
Texas.

CW4 Jeffrey Fullam
Fullam, course director for the War-

rant Officer Intermediate Level Education 
Course with the WOCC, entered military 
service in 1989 as a Bradley Fighting Vehi-
cle turret mechanic. He became a warrant 

officer in 1998. He said the highlight of his 
career was his assignment as the brigade 
maintenance officer on Fort Bliss, Texas. 
He and his wife, Debbie, plan to reside in 
Enterprise.

CW4 Gary W. Dye
Dye, operations officer and unit trainer 

for B Co., 2nd Battalion, 228th Aviation 
Regiment, entered military service in 1989 
as an Air Force aircraft technician. He be-
came an Army warrant officer in 1996. He 
said the highlight of his career was being 
a part of a team of professionals while de-
fending this great nation. He and his wife, 
Gwen, plan to reside in Dothan.

CW4 Jason G. Starr
Starr, battalion safety officer and UH-

60M instructor pilot with the 1-212th Avn. 
Regt., entered military service in 1994 as 
a fire support specialist. He became a war-
rant officer in 2000. He said the highlight 
of his career was receiving the Broken 
Wing award for his actions during a main 
rotor blade failure under zero illumination 
at 6,500 feet over the Red Sea. He plans to 
reside in Coffee Springs.

CW2 Henry B. Wilson
Wilson, instructor and writer with the 

110th Aviation Brigade Night Vision De-
vice Branch, entered military service in 
1995 as a cannon crewmember. He became 
a warrant officer in 2006. He said the high-
light of his career was leading a section of 
artillery Soldiers into combat in support of 
Operation Iraqi Freedom. He and his wife, 
Vanessa, plan to reside in Ozark.

Command Sgt. Maj. Jean P. Thomas Jr.
Thomas, commandant at the NCO 

Academy at Fort Rucker, entered military 
service in 1984 as an infantryman and later 
re-enlisted as an avionics mechanic. He 
said the highlight of his career was serving 
as the commandant of the NCO Academy 
and training the Army’s future leaders. He 
and his wife, Lori, plan to reside in Enter-
prise.

Command Sgt. Maj. William S. Hayes
Hayes, battalion command sergeant 

major with the 1-14th Avn. Regt., entered 
military service in 1985 as a quartermas-
ter and later reclassified as an Aviation 
operations specialist. He said he couldn’t 
select just one highlight of his career due 
to the many relationships he’d established 
over the years with friends and family. He 
and his wife, Daphny, plan to reside in Al-
bama.

1st Sgt. Mark T. Clarke
Clarke, ground accident investigator 

with the CRC, entered military service in 
1987 as a wheeled vehicle mechanic. He 
said the highlight of his career was being 
stationed at Fort Bragg, North Carolina, 
where he met his wife, Denise. They plan 
to reside in Enterprise.

1st Sgt. Rodney M. Jackson
Jackson, operations NCO in charge 

for the 1-212th Avn. Regt., entered mili-
tary service in 1989 as a tactical transport 
Black Hawk helicopter mechanic. He said 
the highlights of his career were meeting 
and marrying his wife, Claudia, and hav-

ing two wonderful children. They plan to 
reside in Dallas, Texas.

Master Sgt. John A. Dolan
Dolan, air traffic control senior sergeant 

for Air Traffic Services Command, en-
tered military service in 1996 as indirect 
fire infantryman and later reclassified as 
an Aviation operations specialist. He said 
the highlights of his career were marrying 
his wife, Paula, and supporting his country 
in the fight against terrorism. They plan to 
reside in Dothan.

Sgt. 1st Class Kenneth W. Burlingham
Burlingham, maintenance supervisor 

for the U.S. Army Air Ambulance De-
tachment (Flatiron) and the 1-223rd Avn. 
Regt., entered military service in 1982 as 
an infantryman and later reclassified as a 
Black Hawk mechanic. He said the high-
light of his career was marrying his wife, 
Jacquelin. They plan to reside in Ozark.

Sgt. 1st Class Quinton E. Courson Jr.
Courson, senior supply sergeant with 

the 3rd Battalion, 7th Special Forces 
Group, Eglin Air Force Base, Florida, en-
tered military service in 1991 as an equip-
ment records and parts specialist and later 
reclassified as an automated logistics spe-
cialist. He said the highlight of his career 
was marrying his wife, Melody. They plan 
to reside in Fort Walton Beach, Florida.

Sgt. 1st Class Eric Hendrickson
Hendrickson, Aviation Center Logis-

tics Command, entered military service in 
1996 as a cannon fire direction specialist 
and later reclassified as an Apache me-
chanic. He said the highlight of his career 
was marrying his wife, Jennifer. They plan 
to reside in Dothan.

Sgt. 1st Class Donald J. Remily
Remily, battalion medical operations 

sergeant with the 3-7th SFG at Eglin, en-
tered military service in 2001 as a preven-
tive medicine specialist and later qualified 
as a special forces medical sergeant. He 
said the highlights of his career were mar-
rying his wife, Jamie, and having a child. 
They plan to reside in Augusta, Georgia.

Sgt. 1st Class Jamil M. Wilson
Wilson, NCOIC of the Directorate of 

Simulation, entered military service in 
1993 as a personnel administrative spe-
cialist and later reclassified as an Aviation 
operations specialist. He said the highlight 
of his career was developing and mentor-
ing all the Soldiers he came into contact 
with throughout his career. He plans to re-
side in Orlando, Florida.

Kitty Keener
Keener, management analyst at the U.S. 

Army Aviation Center of Excellence G8 
Accounting and Financial Systems Divi-
sion, entered civil service in 1992 as an of-
fice automation clerk in Illesheim, Germa-
ny. She came to Fort Rucker as a medical 
records clerk at Lyster Army Health Clinic 
in 1994. She said the highlight of her ca-
reer was serving as the agency program 
coordinator for the Government Travel 
Card Program for USAACE cardholders. 
She and her husband, Tony, plan to con-
tinue to reside in Enterprise.

Post honors more than 500 combined years of service

News Briefs
National Day of Prayer service

The Fort Rucker Religious Service Office will host 
the National Day of Prayer service today at noon in the 
Headquarters Chapel, Bldg. 109 on Shamrock Street. 
The Headquarters Chapel will also be open from 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. for people who prefer to pray alone or in small 
groups. Chaplaincy officials invite Fort Rucker com-
munity members to attend to pray for the world, the 
nation, the state, the local community, and Soldiers and 
families.

For more information, call 255-2989 or 255-2012.

College graduation
The Army Continuing Education System will host 

the Fort Rucker Post-wide Graduation Celebration May 
13 at 11 a.m. at the post theater. The ceremony is for 
students – service members, veterans, family members 
and civilians within the Fort Rucker community – who 
graduated or will graduate during the 2015/16 school 
year from an accredited college, whether local or on-
line. Friends and family are invited, as well, and a re-
ception will follow the ceremony.

For more information, stop by the Fort Rucker Edu-
cation Center, Bldg. 4502 on Kingsman Street, or call 
255-9288.

Resident survey
Corvias Military Living is asking all residents to com-

plete the 2016 Headquarters Department of the Army 
Residential Communities Initiative Resident Survey. 
The survey gives on-post residents an opportunity to 
provide feedback to the Army, RCI and Corvias Mili-

tary Living on how their housing needs are being met.  
An electronic survey will be emailed to all residents 

May 5. Residents who do not receive a survey or who 
have questions should contact their community office. 
Residents must fill out and submit the online survey by 
June 6. 

The survey should take less than 20 minutes to com-
plete. It will ask questions on topics such as residents’ 
evaluation of their present home, community amenities, 
resident activities, the community maintenance team 
and property management team, among others.  

All survey answers are strictly confidential and resi-
dents are urged to offer honest responses. Personal data 
is not tabulated and the survey does not identify the 
resident in any way.  

Memorial Day ceremony
Fort Rucker will host its Memorial Day ceremony 

May 27 at 8:30 a.m. at Veterans Park, located in front 
of the U.S. Army Aviation Museum near the Daleville 
Gate.

Commissary employment program
The Pathways Summer Employment Program is un-

der way. Announcements for the Pathways Program at 
the Fort Rucker Commissary are listed on the USA-
JOBS website at www.usajobs.gov. Students who will 
be in the Fort Rucker area between May 16 and Sept. 
who are interested should submit an application before 
Saturday.

This summer employment program is for students of 
all ages – they do not have to attend college in the Fort 

Rucker area, but rather can be visiting the area during 
the summer timeframe, according to commissary offi-
cials.

Thrift shop
The Fort Rucker Thrift Shop is open Wednesdays-

Fridays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. The thrift shop needs 
people’s unwanted items. People can drop off dona-
tions at any time in the shed behind the shop (former 
Armed Forces Bank building) located in front of the 
theater next door to the bowling alley. Donations are 
tax deductible. 

For more information, call 255-9595.

Surveys make a difference
People who receive Army Provider Level Satisfac-

tion Surveys in the mail after an appointment at Lyster 
Army Health Clinic should not throw them out – they 
should fill them out. The surveys help provide feedback 
on people’s clinic experience, and help bring money 
back to the facility to help provide beneficiaries excel-
lent care and service. 

Resiliency Resources
The Lyster and Fort Rucker Resiliency Resources 

mobile device app is available for free in Android and 
iPhone mobile app stores. The app can help people 
find information for Fort Rucker, including addresses, 
phone numbers and event information, and also in-
formation such as where running trails are located, if 
there is a 5k race coming up, when Bible studies occur 
and more. 

By Jim Hughes
Command Information Officer
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Back row: Sgt. 1st Class Eric Hendrickson, CW4 Carlos D. Jones, CW4 Gary W. Dye, Maj. Steven O. Eastman Jr. 
and Sgt. 1st Class Quinton E. Courson Jr. Front row: Sgt. 1st Class Kenneth W. Burlingham, Master Sgt. John 
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Back row: CW5 William L. Buchanan, CW4 Jeffrey Fullam, CW5 Paul D. Clark, Command Sgt. Maj. William S. 
Hayes and 1st Sgt. Rodney M. Jackson. Front row: CW2 Henry B. Wilson, Sgt. 1st Class Jamil M. Wilson, 1st 
Sgt. Mark T. Clarke and Kitty Keener.



tion helps humans make better decisions, 
human-machine combat teaming actually 
works with the unmanned systems to per-
form operations.

Two current examples of this are the 
Army’s AH-64 Apache and Gray Eagle un-
manned aircraft system, and the Navy’s P-8 
aircraft and Triton UAS. Both are designed 
to operate together.

There are also swarming UAS, like the 
Perdix mini-drone, which has a 3D-printed 
airframe and electronics made from 
cellphones. Only about a foot long, the 
Perdix can be launched from a UAS and 
fly in close proximity to several identical 
drones, communicating with them to 
complete a mission.

Assisted human operations
These are pretty easy to understand – 

they’re wearable electronics, combat apps, 
heads-up displays and even exoskeletons 
that can help warfighters in all possible 
contingencies.

At the Air Force Research Lab, research-
ers are perfecting skin biosensors that look 
and feel like an adhesive bandage, except 
they’re equipped to read all sorts of data, 

like your heart rate, hydration level and 
other vital signs.

Basically, assisted human operational 
components will be like that back-up sensor 
in your car that beeps when you’re getting 
close to hitting something – it’s assisting 
you in driving the car.

Network-enabled, cyber-hardened 
weapons

This component is also pretty simple – 
it’s the prioritization of cyber-security.

Everything’s online today, which means 
every weapon and system will have to be 
prepared for cyber-attacks. For example, 
the DOD is modifying existing systems, 
like the small-diameter bomb, to operate 
completely without GPS if an enemy is 
somehow able to deny it service.

While the Second Offset Strategy had 
only one opponent – the Soviets – the Third 
Offset Strategy will focus on the advanced 
capabilities that multiple opponents might 
eventually bear in a high-end conflict. If 
U.S. stays ahead of them in that game, it 
can give it an edge across all military op-
erations.

There’s a lot more to the Third Offset 
Strategy, of course, that will be discussed 
as people figure out how to use the above 

systems and operate them 
together. But, for now, just 
know that the integration of 
human thinking and artifi-
cial intelligence is going to 
be the key to the Force of 
the Future.
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WASHINGTON — For the 
Big Green Machine – America’s 
Army – climate change, efforts to 
prevent it or to at least adapt to it 
are about more than saving Moth-
er Earth or even the whales. 

It’s about training, training 
space, how the Army fights, how 
often the Army will be called 
upon to fight in the future and 
where, said Richard G. Kidd IV, 
who serves as the deputy assistant 
secretary of the Army for energy 
and sustainability.

April 22 was Earth Day. The 
day has been observed annually 
since 1970. In conjunction with 
that observance, Kidd, along with 
his counterparts from the Navy, 
the Air Force and the Department 
of Defense discussed service-
related perspectives on climate 
change during a panel discussion 
April 26 in the Pentagon.

Climate changes training
A very visible effect of climate 

change on Soldiering, Kidd said, 
involves how weather affects 
a unit’s ability to prepare for its 
combat mission.

Kidd said the Army needs 
to train. Following 14 years of 
counter-insurgency in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, the Army is look-
ing to build readiness across the 
“full spectrum of operations,” 
also referred to as “decisive ac-
tion in support of unified land op-
erations.” That readiness has been 
tagged as the No. 1 priority for 
the Army by its chief of staff, and 
large-scale training at the Army’s 
combat training centers are a key 
part of that effort.

“Without access to ranges and 
land, the Army’s readiness suf-
fers,” Kidd said. “One of our key 
areas of training is Fort Irwin, 
California, where we do bridge-
level maneuvers.”

Kidd said Fort Irwin suffered 
three years of drought and so the 
ground there was unprepared for 
substantial rainfall. “Then sud-
denly we got all that water – in 
one day. It washed out brigade-
sized live-fire training complexes 
across Fort Irwin.”

The rain at Irwin, he said, “ex-
ceeded the ability of the land to 
absorb that water, it created flash 
floods and erosion, which de-
stroyed the ranges: control tow-
ers, firing platforms and target 
berms that come up. Much of 
that was destroyed. We couldn’t 
use those ranges for training. And 
that’s a unique asset in the Army. 
It affected the training cycle. And 
there was a significant cost to fix 

that.”
Kidd also pointed to flooding at 

Fort Eustis, Virginia; to melting 
permafrost up in Alaska which 
affected the ability of Soldiers 
there to use firing platforms; and 
to erosion of tank trails at Fort 
Benning, Georgia.

At Fort Benning, “a lot of the 
tank trails on the installation have 
eroded significantly,” Kidd said. 
“We’ve always had an erosion 
problem. But it’s accelerated in 
the past year due to the shift in 
rain patterns and the amount and 
intensity of the rain fall.”

Too hot to train
Soldiers, Kidd said, are subject 

to heat stress, and their perfor-
mance decreases with increased 
heat.

Army Technical Bulletin MED 
507 spells out various tempera-
ture categories and the level 
of intensity of activity that can 
safely be performed during those 
temperature conditions. A Cat-
egory IV temperature condition, 
for instance, is defined as being 
between 88-89.9 degrees. A Cat-
egory V temperature condition is 
above 90 degrees.

The bulletin offers specific 
types of activity that can be per-
formed during different tem-
perature conditions, as well as 
recommendations for durations 
for those activities. Such activi-
ties include patrolling, calisthen-
ics, low crawling, field assaults, 
walking on loose sand with a load 
and construction of defensive po-
sitions.

Climate change affects the 
number of days in certain regions 
of the country that are classified as 

either Category IV or Category V 
days. And that affects the Army’s 
ability to train in those areas.

Citing a temperature chart for 
Fort Stewart, Georgia, Kidd said 
“if you take a middle-road esti-
mate of future climate change, 
we’re going to go from around 
80 days a year of Category IV or 
Category V weather to 130 days a 
year of Category IV and Category 
V.”

Fort Stewart is just 150 miles 
southeast of Fort Jackson, South 
Carolina, where the Army trains 
as many as 35,000 basic trainees 
each year.

“Can we really train Soldiers if 
roughly half of our training days 
are going to be Category IV or 
Category V, where we have to 
curtail or eliminate their outdoor 
activity?” he asked.

More fights possible
The phrase “win in a complex 

world,” is all over the Army, he 
said. Factors that make the world 
“complex” include population 
growth, increasing consumption, 
urbanization, transitions in ener-
gy and the spread of technology, 
for instance.

“But the one item that cuts 
across all of those trends is cli-
mate change,” Kidd said. “For 
the Army what does that mean for 
plans and operations?”

Kidd pointed out that in any 
particular state, “governance ca-
pacity” describes the ability of 
a government to provide public 
goods and services to their citi-
zens and constituents.

The effects of climate change, 
he said, such as rising sea levels, 
or scarcity of fresh water, for in-

stance, can overwhelm the capac-
ity of a government to provide the 
services it is supposed to, and that 
makes for failed states.

“If a state can’t meet those re-
quirements, it tips over,” Kidd 
said.

Areas with failed states, or oth-
er “ungoverned” areas, he said, 
leave a vacuum that is ripe for 
takeover by terrorists. “These are 
the spaces that are the Petri dishes 
that nurture these threats.”

Kidd referred to the area from 
sub-Saharan Africa up into central 
Asia as an “arc of instability.”

“These are the same countries 
that are going to be the most 
adversely affected by climate 
change,” he said. “The effects of 
climate change, along with other 
global trends, have the potential 
to overwhelm the governance ca-
pacity of states in this region. And 
when that governance capacity 
gets overwhelmed, you have the 
opportunity for insecurity – an 
unstable, uncontrolled space. And 
from that could come terrorism, 
crime, civil war and all of these 
other security threats.”

When that happens, he said, 
“The decision will have to be 
made by the civil command au-
thority: is that worth the interven-
tion for the U.S. military?”

Climate change, he said, can 
mean increased engagement by 
American Soldiers.

With that in mind, Kidd said, 
such problems can be inoculated 
against with the Army’s region-
ally aligned forces concept, with 
development of host-nation ca-
pacity, strategic engaging by 
combatant commands, as well as 
with involvement by other gov-

ernment agencies, such as the 
U.S. Agency for International 
Development. All are examples 
of how America can contribute to 
bolstering governance capacity to 
avoid future failed states.

Where are the bullets?
In 2011, a tsunami, triggered by 

an earthquake, caused the failure 
of the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear 
power plant in Eastern Japan.

Japanese manufacturers who 
relied on power produced at Fu-
kushima were themselves respon-
sible for producing a small plastic 
part that is used to attach automo-
bile dashboards to the chassis.

“Every car has these grommets 
in them,” Kidd said, adding that 
Japanese manufacturers of those 
parts produced the preponderance 
of them, globally. “So When Fu-
kushima went out, BMW lines in 
Europe shut down.”

He said that today, major con-
sulting firms in the private sector 
now consider supply chain resil-
iency for the companies they con-
sult for.

“Private industry is thinking 
about the potential disruptions to 
supply chain,” Kidd said. 

But for the Army, he said, “we 
don’t think enough about our sup-
ply chain and our suppliers and 
their vulnerability to disruptive 
events. Where are the vulnerabili-
ties in the Army supply chain, to 
extreme weather, or in particular, 
to water-driven events?

“We need to get a better un-
derstanding of the vulnerabilities 
in our supply chain,” Kidd con-
cluded.

He added that the Army does 
spend a great deal of time and ef-
fort on ensuring the adequacy and 
security of its supply chain.

“But we need to integrate cli-
mate change considerations into 
our ongoing processes,” he said. 
“We have initiated this effort 
within the last two years. Spe-
cifically, we have developed and 
are constructing a range of water 
savings features across our indus-
trial facilities focused on the very 
large amount of water used in 
manufacturing.”

Earth Day 
“For the military, it’s about 

national security,” Kidd said of 
Earth Day. “The effects of cli-
mate change and environmental 
degradation are going to increase 
our requirements while also im-
posing more constraints on our 
training and readiness, and use of 
scarce dollars. The sooner we get 
started, the more prepared we will 
be and the less costly it’s going to 
be to adapt.”

By C. Todd Lopez
Army news Service

EARTH DAY
Climate change affecting Army training

Photo by C. Todd Lopez

Richard G. Kidd IV, who serves as the deputy assistant secretary of the Army for energy and sustainability, discusses the 
Army’s perspective on climate change during an April 26 presentation at the Pentagon.
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ultimately focused on patient care by demonstrat-
ing that there are multiple approaches to assisting 
Soldiers and families in a therapeutic environment, 
said Sherwin.

“This training highlights the interdisciplinary ap-
proach to caring for the Soldier and family,” said 
the chaplain. “It demonstrates the connection be-
tween the physical and the spiritual in providing a 
holistic approach to therapy and counseling,” add-
ing that highlighting these new types of therapy can 
prove to be an invaluable resource for Soldiers and 
family members who might not respond to other 
traditionally therapy methods.

Sherwin said he was first exposed to this type 
of therapy during his time training at Joint Base 
San Antonio, Texas, where caregivers were using 
horses to work with wounded warriors. It was there 
he met with Paul-Stevens and her husband, CW5 
Vance Paul.

“Over dinner, she shared her heart for this alter-
native therapy method and how they were able to 
successfully implement it in the local area,” said 
the battalion chaplain. “I toured their equine farm 
and stables later and proposed creating this training 
as a means of exposing Soldiers, family members 
and caregivers to this alternative therapy.”

For more information on equine-assisted therapy 
on Fort Rucker, call 255-5048.

their success stories are uniquely 
American.

“Generations of Asian Ameri-
cans and Pacific Islanders have 
helped develop and defend the 
United States, often in the face 
of tremendous racial and cultural 
prejudice,” continued Souza. “De-
spite these difficulties, these men 
and women struggled, sacrificed 
and persevered to build a bet-
ter life for their children and all 
Americans.”

Throughout the observance 
people got the chance to learn 
about Asian Americans and Pacif-
ic Islanders who fought in various 
conflicts throughout the nation’s 
history. In addition to a lesson in 
history, people also got the chance 
to sample different Asian cuisines 
from all over the world, watch per-
formances of traditional Hawai-
ian music and dance, learn about 
Chinese art and calligraphy, and 
mingle with people from different 
cultures from around the world.

James Denison, veteran, said 

throughout his years of service, 
working with Soldiers of different 
backgrounds and cultures helped 
his unit become a more cohesive 
team.

“You need to have those differ-
ent cultures and outlooks because 
I think that homogeneity can only 
breed ignorance,” he said. “There 
is always more than one way to 
look at a situation, and having the 
viewpoint of someone who comes 
from a completely different back-
ground than you is something 
that’s invaluable.

“There were so many times 
where we wouldn’t have thought 
outside of the box just because 
we never experienced anything 
other than what we know,” Deni-
son continued. “I think it’s great 
that we recognize this type of di-
versity. It’s not about celebrating 
what makes us different, but about 
celebrating what differences bring 
us together.”

The kickoff event was just the 
start of observances throughout 
the month, said Hedgepeth.

The Center Library will host an 

origami class and book reading 
Friday from 10-11 a.m., and gov-
ernment I.D. card holders and their 
families are invited to attend a free 
tour of the Confucius Institute of 
Troy University May 13. The bus 
departs from the U.S. Army Avia-
tion Museum at 9 a.m. and returns 
at about 3:30 p.m. Attendees only 
need money for lunch. People must 
register and the deadline to register 
is Tuesday. Seating is limited and 
on a first-come, first-served basis. 

For more information, call 255-
2669.

About once a month, the department will 
head out to different facilities and set up 
blood pressure check stations to help bring 
awareness on the importance of staying 
healthy and up-to-date on well being.

“We just want to be able to help and some-
times we might be able to discover a problem 
that somebody wasn’t aware of,” he said.

The fire department is also committed 
to outreach, in addition to their normal du-
ties, said Evett. One of the biggest outreach 
events it conducts is Fire Prevention Week, 
which occurs in October.

“That’s a big push for us because we dedi-
cate a week to visiting with the schools on 
post, the commissary and other facilities to 
promote fire safety,” because the easiest fire 

to put out is the one that never gets started, 
he said.

This type of outreach and providing ser-
vices such as the CPR training are important 
because first responders and emergency per-
sonnel can only provide their services when 
they arrive on the scene of an emergency, 
and in life or death situations, Evett said pre-
cious seconds matter.

“When an emergency happens, depend-
ing on the situation, you don’t have a lot of 
time to respond,” said the fire chief. “The 
individual who has been trained in those 
skills is more confident and is more readily 
available to provide that critical incident re-
sponse long before any emergency services 
that have been contacted can get there. That 
time can make the difference between life 
and death.”

Evett recalled a story at one of the instal-
lation newcomers briefings where an elderly 
woman began to complain that she wasn’t 
feeling well and, before anyone could react, 
the woman had fallen to the ground.

“Luckily, two of my inspectors were there 
and performed CPR on her, and were able 
to revive her. By the time the ambulance ar-
rived, she was alert and conscious,” he said. 
“Without that quick action, the consequenc-
es could have been dire for her. It’s for situa-
tions like that that we do this.”

Evett said the woman was lucky that 
trained professionals were there to help her, 
but that might not always be the case, which 
is why it’s important to educate the public on 
things they can do to help before emergency 
responders can arrive.

“We want people to be prepared,” he said. 

“Should they experience an emergency, they 
would have the knowledge to know what to 
do and have the confidence to be able to do 
it.”

For the most part, Fort Rucker is a quiet 
installation, but despite that fact, Evett said 
the fire department is ready to respond at a 
moment’s notice.

“Through our fire prevention office, we 
conduct a lot of the outreach and educa-
tion to the general public, so essentially, 
we put out more fires on this installation 
before they happen than we ever have to 
respond to,” he said. “Fire prevention is a 
very important part of that. We’re fortu-
nate here that we have a good team and we 
have a great community with great patrons 
and occupants on the installation who are 
all doing the right thing.”
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Spc. Brittany Troha, B Company, 1st Battalion, 145th Aviation Regiment, works with 
Jackie Paul-Stevens, licensed professional counselor, in the round pen at the Fort 
Rucker Riding Stables.
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117 COLLEGE ~ $84,900
Great location in historic downtown.
Convenient to courthouse, downtown
shops. Ready to move in. Reception
area, 3 offices, 4TH room could be
another office or tech room. Seller
will replace canvas on awning with
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6020 BOLL WEEVIL CIRCLE ~ $89,000
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yard, patio & much, much more.
Lots of rooms & storage.

300 NORTH EDWARDS
Excellent investment property plus
a tenant. Great cash flow. Central
electric heat and air.

624 BOLL WEEVIL CIRCLE
Busy commercial lot in heart of retail

620 BOLL WEEVIL CIRCLE
Excellent large lot ready to develop.
Approx. 2.5 acres, connects to
Westgate Center and has access to
Boll Weevil Circle.
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a fan on
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JAMINDAN, Philippines — 
At the break of dawn April 14, 
a Philippine army platoon and 
a U.S. Army platoon from 2nd 
Battalion, 3rd Infantry Regi-
ment, geared-up on Antique Air-
field to conduct the final mission 
of Operation Handa Koa, part of 
this year’s Balikatan exercise.

The team of Soldiers boarded 
two CH-47 Chinooks and four 
UH-60 Black Hawks to launch 
an air assault. Together, they 
trekked through the jungle to 
reach their main objective, code-
named Rhino.

“We started off with a com-
bined-joint amphibious assault 
on the island itself and then a 
Marine air assault onto Antique 
Airfield. The combined Marines 
then took control of the airfield 
expand the lodgment and con-
ducted a defense,” said Army 
Capt. James Hodges, 25th Infan-
try Division assistant operations 
officer.

“We then conducted an air 
landing with U.S. Army forces 
and Philippine army forces via 
C-130 to occupy the airfield, and 
then conducted air assaults from 
the airfield to a northern objec-

tive on Panay itself. Simultane-
ously, we had Philippine special 
forces conduct reconnaissance 
missions on the same two ob-
jectives to the north,” Hodges 
added.

Working together
The first phase of the operation 

began on the island of Luzon, 

which included numerous days 
of planning and synchronization 
at Camp Emilio Aguinaldo. A 
combined-joint U.S. and Philip-
pine forces team then worked 
together to project assets from 
Luzon to conduct a large-scale 
operation on the island of Panay.

“As we transitioned out of the 
initial projection phase-down to 

our initial staging base, it gave 
us the opportunity to do final 
rehearsals here on the airfield 
and then understand a little more 
about the operational environ-
ment that we were going to go 
into specifically to the island of 
Panay, and then conduct the air 
assault today on the objective,” 
said Lt. Col. Jared Bordwell, 

Task Force Patriot commander.
Soldiers from 2nd Battalion, 

3rd Infantry Regiment had the 
opportunity to work closely with 
their Philippine army counter-
parts at Fort Magsaysay before 
executing their mission on Panay. 
The Soldiers conducted jungle 
survival training, close quarters 
training and counter improvised 
explosive device training.

“The initial phase back at 
Magsaysay is when we started to 
understand each other and gain 
that appreciation for capabilities, 
as well as form that camaraderie 
between the two forces,” Bor-
dwell said. “An infantryman is 
an infantryman. So the (Philip-
pine soldiers), and their capabili-
ties and our capabilities – as we 
understood each other a little bit 
more – they meshed very well 
with actions on the objective. It 
was just like having two U.S. 
platoons or having two (Philip-
pine) platoons out there. Both 
company commanders did an 
incredible job of planning, syn-
chronizing and really enabling 
that communication during the 
actions on to facilitate the execu-
tion of the mission.”

By training together, the U.S. 
and Philippine Soldiers devel-
oped tactics, techniques and pro-
cedures, and built partnerships.

DARIÉN PROVINCE, Panama — 
Members of Joint Task Force-Bravo 
partnered with Panamanian Public Forces 
to contain multiple life-threatening 
wildfires April 17-18.

The fires, which are believed to have 
started April 4, grew exponentially, 
prompting the government of Panama, 
via the U.S. Embassy, to request an aerial 
support package from JTF-B consisting 
of aircraft from the 1st Battalion, 228th 
Aviation Regiment, Soto Cano Air Base, 
Honduras, to help contain the blazes.

About 45,000 people reside in the 
Darién Province, so stopping the spread 
of the fire from the undeveloped swamp-
land and forests to residential areas was 
of utmost importance.

“There are populated areas out there 
where hundreds of fires were burning 
around and I think we kept some of 
them at bay,” said Capt. Eric Rathbun, 
commander of A Company, 1-228th 
Avn. Regt. “We dropped approximately 
100,000 gallons of water between our 
package of one CH-47 (Chinook) and 
two UH-60 (Black Hawks).”

Panamanian Servicio Nacional Aero-
naval Col. Gustavo Perez, chief of fire-
fighting operations in the Darién prov-
ince, said the three ‘birds’ the 1-228th 
Aviation brought – along with their 
Bambi Buckets that were refilled in the 
area’s many bodies of water after each 
pass and dump – were ideal for this 
operation because of their ability to ac-
cess areas unreachable by land firefight-
ing crews and the volume of water each 
aircraft’s Bambi Bucket can drop on a 
single pass.

“JTF-B forces have come to Panama 
before, but this was the first time I’ve 
worked with them for (a fire-fighting 
operation),” said Perez. “It was a really 
good opportunity to work together and I 
want to say ‘thank you’ to everyone who 

JTF-Bravo firefighting 
ops wrap up in Panama

A CH-47 Chinook lands on Antique Air Field to off-load Soldiers assigned to 2nd Battalion, 3rd Infantry Regiment during 
Balikatan 2016. 

Photo by Navy Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Jerome D. Johnson

By Navy Petty Officer 2nd 
Class Jerome D. Johnson
Defense Media Activity - Hawaii

Joint Task Force-Bravo
Press Release

wildfire

BALIKATAN

HOHENFELS, Germany — 
The 3rd Battalion, 227th Avia-
tion Regiment, 1st Air Cavalry 
Brigade, Task Force Spearhead 
– the regionally allocated force 
attached to the 12th Combat 
Aviation Brigade – recently 
completed its mission of pro-
viding Aviation support to the 
173rd Airborne Brigade dur-
ing Saber Junction 16 March 
31-April 24 at the Joint Multi-
national Readiness Center.

The 3-227th Avn. Regt. con-
ducted air assaults, sling load 
operations, medical evacua-
tions and provided mission 
command of eight AH-64 
Apaches from A Company, 
1-3rd Avn. Regt. and of two 
CH-47 Chinooks from 1-214th 
Avn. Regt. 

Task Force Spearhead moved 

over 450 passengers, flew 430 
hours, moved 27,876 pounds of 
equipment and completed over 
56 air movement requests. The 
highlight of Saber Junction was 
the three company-sized air as-
saults that were conducted at 

night. Each serial included six 
UH-60 Black Hawks, two CH-
47 Chinooks and four AH-64 
Apaches. 

The nighttime company air 
assaults were in preparation for 
Anakonda 16 where 3-227th 

Avn. Regt. will conduct battal-
ion-size movements.

A Co., 1-3rd Avn. Regt. con-
ducted 24-hour attack-Avia-
tion operations for the 13 days 
of the exercise. The mission 
set covered the entire spectrum 
of unified land operations with 
joint air attack teams, deliber-
ate attacks, screen missions, 
recon missions and air assault 
security. Six crews of Avia-
tors would cover the missions 
throughout the day and night.

“The Task Force quickly met 
the challenge of integrating 
into the scenario with a light 
infantry unit,” said Capt. Trey 
Wheeler, an Apache pilot and 
company commander for A Co. 
“Our coordination increased as 
the mission progressed.”

H Co., 1-214th Avn. Regt. 
also provided two CH-47 Chi-
nooks to perform heavy lift 

1st Air Cavalry Brigade brings 
air mobility to Saber Junction 16

Sgt. 1st Class Sheron Stewart, a UH-60 Black Hawk mechanic with 3-227th 
Avn. Regt., 1st Air Cav. Bde., scans the horizon during an air-assault mission 
supporting the 173rd Airborne Bde. during Saber Junction 16 over Hohenfels, 
Germany, April 18.

Photo by Capt. Jaymon Bell

By Capt. Jaymon Bell
12th Combat Aviation Brigade 
Public Affairs

A CH-47F Chinook from B Company, 1st Battalion, 52nd Aviation Regiment flies through the Alaska Range April 24. Three crews from the U.S. Army 
Alaska Aviation Task Force spent a week in Talkeetna training in high-altitude flying through the mountains, and continued a longstanding partner-
ship with the National Park Service to shuttle equipment and supplies to the Park Service base camp on Kahiltna Glacier for the upcoming climbing 
season on Denali. 

Photo by John Pennell 

Cool Flying

A CH-47 Chinook assigned to the 1st Battalion, 
228th Aviation Regiment out of Joint Task Force-
Bravo at Soto Cano Air Base, Honduras, prepares 
to land at a forward area refueling point in Hon-
duras April 14.

Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Siuta B. Ika

See wildfire, Page B4

U.S. conducts combined-joint operation with Philippine counterparts

See mobility, Page B4
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

CEMETERY LOTS & RELATED

LOST

YARD & ESTATE SALES

FINANCIAL
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

MERCHANDISE
HEALTH PRODUCTS

JEWELRY & WATCHES

✮✮✮✮✮✮✮✮✮✮✮✮✮✮✮✮✮

FARMER’S MARKET

FRESH PRODUCE

HAY & GRAIN

WANTED - FARM & GARDEN

EMPLOYMENT
EXECUTIVE MANAGEMENT (CEO,COO,etc)

HEALTHCARE

MILITARY

RESTAURANT & FOOD SERVICE

RETAIL

TRANSPORTATION

RECREATION
BOATS

CAMPERS & TRAVEL TRAILERS

MOTOR HOMES & RVS

TRANSPORTATION

ANTIQUE & CLASSIC VEHICLES

AUTOS FOR SALE

AUTOS FOR SALE

MOTORCYCLES

TRUCKS, BUSES, TRACTORS, TRAILERS

WANTED AUTOS

IT’S AS EASY
AS 1 - 2 - 3

1. CALL 2. PLACE YOUR AD 3. GET RESULTS

Cemetery Lot for Sale - 269 "2" Section D,
Memory Hill Cemetery, Call for showing 334-
792-4194 Asking $1,595 Call 229-938-1769

LOST: Diamond ring lost about 6 weeks
ago at Goldfingers on 231 North. It was my
wife’s engagement ring I gave her 68 years
ago...lots of sentimental value. If found
please call 334-793-3155. Reward offered.

The Gateway Estates Yard Sale - May 6th &
May 7th (7am-?) Look for signs in individual
yards and gateway entrances at Gateway
Dr/Shellfield Rd and Hwy 167/Laurel Breeze.

Established Convenience Store
with decades of good business is seeking
qualified Lessee, must be experienced in
all aspects of this type of business.
EXCELLENT FINANCIAL OPPORTUNITY.
334-791-6412. Located in Wiregrass Area!

Send Resume to:
P.O. Box 384, Ashford, AL 36312

DIABETIC TEST STRIPS
NEEDED I BUY SEALED/
UNEXPIRED BOXES.

CALL BOB (334) 219-4697
OR (850) 710-0189

Wanted: Old Coins, Gold,
Diamonds, Guns, And Tools

West Main Jewelry & Loan 334-671-1440.

Antique Coke Machine 1960’s vendo,
seven selection, model number HA56A-B,
runs great. $1200. 334-726-0147.

Horse Quailty Square Bale Hay
$5 at the Barn in Jakin, GA.
Call Jerry 229-793-4222

LITTLE SWEETS
STRAWBERRY FARM

U-Pick - We - Pick
Between Dothan & Slocomb
9 miles W. of Dothan Hwy 52 W.

OPEN Mon-Sat. 8am
334-618-8365 or 334-790-6974

SAWYER’S PRODUCE
HAS FRESH HOME GROWN PRODUCE

Fresh Strawberries
You Pick or We Pick

Vine Ripe Tomatoes and
Other Fresh Vegetables!
220 W. Hwy 52 Malvern
334-793-6690

Hay Field for Lease on Bump
Nose Rd. "Marianna"

Call JD Haynes 850-656-1518

Buying Pine / Hardwood in
your area. No tract too small

@ Custom Thinning
Call Pea River Timber
r 334-389-2003 q

Process Technician Manager
Full Time Supervise & direct technicians &
oversee the processes of the machinery &

equipment for following duties.
Monitor production (prod.) processes & set
ups for injection & blow molding machines
(I&BMM). Support with troubleshooting
I&BMM & make adjustments to increase

overall quality & productivity goals to obtain
optimum productivity & quality levels while
complying with customer specifications.
Monitor & measure input & output variables
of prod. process, including prod. cycle time,
press temp, & advanced prod. inspection to

optimize prod. & process quality.
Perform activities of workers supervised.
Req: High school degree/foreign equiv.
48 mos exp. in offered job duties in

automotive parts manufacturing company.
∂ Must be available for rotating shifts.

Mail resume: Inzi Controls Alabama, Inc.
Jeongkil Kim, 375 Alabama Hwy 203,

Elba AL 36323.

ENTERPRISE HEALTH
AND REHAB

LPN’s
Full Time - Part Time - PRN

2ND SHIFT

RN’s
Full Time - Part Time - PRN

2ND SHIFT

Please apply at:
300 Plaza Dr. Enterprise, AL

CAE USA is currently hiring for the
U.S. Army Fixed-Wing Flight Training

program located in Dothan, AL, providing
world-class training to Army aviators.

CAE is a global leader in the delivery of
training for customers in defense, civil
aviation and healthcare. Understanding
that training is vital to the capability
and confidence of military forces, CAE
is proud of our reputation of being the
most focused simulation and training

company in the world.

We offer competitive salaries, benefits,
and a dynamic workplace. To learn more
about our organization, visit our
website at www.cae.com

Interested Candidates for the following
positions should apply on

www.cae.com/careers
or by submitting their resume to
resume@caemilusa.com.
Please reference US Army Fixed-Wing.

∂ Grob G120TP Chief Pilot
∂ Grob G120TP Deputy Chief Pilot
∂ Grob G120TP Instructor Pilot
∂ C-12 Deputy Chief Pilot
∂ C-12 Instructor Pilot (all variants)
∂ Quality Assurance and Continuous
Improvement Manager

∂ Aircraft Maintenance
Manager/Accountable Manager/
Chief Inspector

∂ A&P Aircraft Mechanic
CAE USA Inc. is an EOE/AA employer and
gives consideration for employment to
qualified applicants without regard to race,
color, religion, sex, national origin, disability
or protected veteran status. Candidates
must be US Citizens and be eligible for a

US DoD Security Clearance.

FORT RUCKER’S

$500 SIGN-ON
BONUSû

Our Waitstaff and Bartenders are among
the highest paid in the Wiregrass!

∂ COOK - $10.56 hr
∂ BARTENDERS - $8.82 + Tips

∂ WAITSTAFF - $4.53 hr + (Tip Offset)
Must be experienced and have an

great attitude.
Flexible work schedules, afternoons,
nights and weekends. No late nights!

û Bonus will be paid on 1 year anniversary
of employment.

Apply through USA JOBS on
http://www.usajobs.gov/
1. Type Fort Rucker, AL in the

"Where" search box. 2. Click Search Jobs.
3. Click on announcement and
read the How To Apply section.

Or call 334-255-1887 for more information.

Full Time Retail Store Manager
Immediate Retail Store Manager
position available for the largest
mattress retailer in Alabama

for Troy location.

∂ Ideal candidate will possess 2+
years in retail sales and customer
service, preferably in retail mattress,
furniture, or cellular phone industry
∂ Good attitude and a team player
∂ High School Diploma/GED or higher
∂Willing to work evenings, holidays,
and weekends
∂ Salary plus bonus and commissions

Please send resume to
stagg200@gmail.com.

Warehouse
Delivery Person
Ê Must be 21 years

old and have
GOOD DRIVING RECORD

Ê Must be able to lift 100lbs.
Ê Pay DOE.

Ê Knowledge of welding
supplies helpful.
Mail Resume to:

P.O. Box 1922 Dothan Al 36302

14ft Fiberglass Flat bottom Boat , 15HP Tahatsu,
4 stroke, fish finder, foot control trolling motor,
get right on beds $2,200 Call 334-790-2813

1980 Boston Whaler Revenge ,
1994 Mercury 200. Also comes with Tandem
trailer, ONLY $10,000 OBO . Boat has Cuddy
Cabin. MUST SELL ! for health reason.
Call Ken 229-334-5723.

Bass Buggy 2012 Pontoon Boat , 18ft, 40HP 4
stroke Mercury, fish finder, Anchor Mates,
onboard 2 bank battery charger, 10 LED fishing
lights, spare tire, $14,000 Call 334-774-3305

Sea Sport 2000 18ft Boat ,
bimini top, center console,
135 Mercury, looks great,
runs great, this is a steal!
$6,495 Call 334-701-9360

Sun Tracker 2013 Pontoon Boat . 18 ft.
with 60 HP Mercury motor, excellent condition.
Comes with custom snap on cover and all life
jackets. Kept covered in garage or marina.
REDUCED $17,000. 334-618-4250.

JAYCO Eagle 2006
M-322 FKS: Time to take
family camping in this
32, camper with two
slide outs. Sleeps six,
surround sound, lots of
storage. NADA appraised

at $18,740. Will consider all offers. $$16,900
(OBO) (334) 477-2534

Pilgrim 2006 5th Wheel 30ft, king size bed,
sleeps 6-8, shower and bath, Tv with DVD play-
er and surround sound, full kitchen, 1 slide out,
lots of storage, pulled less than 1500 miles,
bought new, stabilizer tripod and dump tank,
like new come see to make a deal REDUCED
$12,000 Call: 256-575-9040 (local) Newton

Thor 2003 Aerolite: Travel Trailer. 30 Ft. Length.
One Slide out. New Tires. Bunks and Full Size
Bed. Excellent condition. Ready for camping.
Located in Dothan. $5,500.00 (850) 527-3938

Wolfpack 2013 28 Toyhauler , sleeps 6, 1 slide
out, full bathroom, great condition, 2 queen
beds, 3 burner stove, refrigerator, AC/heating,
TV with DVD player, stereo with outside speak-
ers $17,000 Call 815-742-0572

Allegro 2003 32ft, ESTATE
SALE! slides out, sleeps 6,
full kitchen, dining table,
full bathroom, only 4,400
miles, interior never used.

Asking $25,000 Call 850-209-1483

Newmar 2004 MTN. Aire Motor Home .
Workhorse Chassis, 32,750 miles, 2-slides,
computer desk/Dine. New roof & refrigerator,
auto satellite dish, includes 10K lb. blue Ox
tow bar and brake buddy. $64,900.
850-272-0596 or 850-326-3615.

Pace Error 1998 Fleetwood, 35ft motor home,
sleeps 6, 25k miles, new generator, tires, floors,
dish satelite system, awning, great shape,
$15,500 Call 334-671-2093

Buick 1974 Electra 225, maroon/grey, one
owner, 40k miles, hard top, garage kept
original "Level Plains area" factory original
$5,000. Call 334-618-9413

Zimmer 1982 Golden Spi-
rit, Neo Classic, 8 cycliner,
low mileage, 3rd owner,
great condition $26,000
OBO Call 334-714-4128

Buick 2005 Lacrosse CSX: 3.6L w/ 75K, gold,
leather seats, 4-door, sun roof, satellite radio.
Only 1 elderly owner. Car given as gift but
already have car. Before given to me it was fully
serviced including brakes, tires, belts, etc. Great
family vehicle in excellent mechanical condition.
Ask for Craig. $6,000 850-274-8776

DO YOU NEED A VEHICLE ?
Good Credit, Bad Credit?
No Credit Buy here Pay here
Pass, REPO, BK’S, SSI & VA OK

Steve Pope
AKA Mr. Ride today!

334-803-9550 Call for more info.

Chevrolet 2015 Impala LT, like new, $250 down
$289 per month. Call Steve (334) 791-8243.

Business for Sale -Turn Key Operation
Golf cart sales, service & parts,

located in Eufaula, Al.
Includes property, bldg,
contents and inventory

Incredible opportunity for expansion.
r $199,000 q
Call Johnny at
334-370-3002

Chevrolet HHR 2010 , excellent condition,
immaculately maintained, 97L miles, $7950.
334-347-5060 or 334-791-8222.

Chevy 2015 Impala, Limited, very low miles,
great full size family car with great fuel mile-
age. Very nicely equipped, pwr windows, key-
less entry, AM/FM/CD stereo, sunroof, alloy
wheels, $300 down $300 per month. Call Steve
Hatcher (334) 791-8243.

Ford 2010 Fusion fully equipped, low miles,
$200 down $169 per month. Call Ron Ellis (334)
714-0028.

Honda 2015 Civic, 4 door, full warranty, $250
down, $269 per month. Call Steve Hatcher (334)
791-8243.

Hyundai 2012 Sonata ,
silver/gray in color,
new tires and brakes
52K miles. PRICE

REDUCED $12,500. Below bank pay off.
334-790-7970 MUST SELL!

Jaguar 2005 S-Type
(Immaculate), not one
dent. Big 6 cyl. 3.0,
25 mpg, 79K miles,
and silver in color.
$9600. 334-445-0303.
Lexus 2015 IS250C:
“Showroom New” white
2015 hardtop convertible.
4,500 pampered miles
and always garaged. Cost
over $55,000 new. See at
Spencer’s Meat Market on

Brannon Stand. $46,750 334-333-5646

Oldsmobile 1997, 88 , tan color, tinted
windows, interior real nice brown leather, runs
good, high mileage, taken care of real well, CD
player. $1800. OBO 334-618-5707. 334-585-1954.

Toyota 2006 Camry - Wanting to Trade! Does
someone have a van with a handicap lift? This
is needed for our handycap son. One Owner ve-
hicle in perfect condition. Call 334-588-3384

Harley Davidson 2006 Road
King: 1 owner, exec. cond,
loaded+, maintained by
HD Dothan, never dropped,
garage kept, 17K miles,
runs like new, NO checks
please. Serious inquiries

only $13,500 334-467-0015
Harley-Davidson 2000
Softail: For sale is a Softail
with 12,200 miles. All
Genuine H-D access and
V-H pipes. Great condition
and ready to ride. $6500
334-596-1694

Trike 2002 Harley David-
son Road King Classic ,
Garaged, lowered, runs
well. Beautiful, vance and
hines pipes, with lots of

chrome, 17,300 miles, $18,500. 89 yr. old owner
Bill 334-762-2700 or 334-714-9607

Harley Davidson 2008
Sportster 883CC,
3.3 peanut tank,
50 + MGP, adult owned,
garage kept, everything
factory orginal,
windsheild, backrest,

luggage rack, vivid black. Must See to appreci-
ate!! $6200 Call 334-598-0061

Kawasaki 2007 Vulcan
900. Low mileage,
excellent condition. Black
in color, very sharp.
$3995. 334-790-5889

Kawasaki 500 2003
Vulcan, 14K miles, dark
blue in color, new battery,
freshly serviced. $2500.
334-589-0225.

Chevrolet 2000 S-10 extreme package, V-6,
automatic, red in color, power windows, mir-
rors & locks, CD player, Alloy wheels &
bedcover. $4400. OBO 334-797-7420.

Chevy 2009 Silverado , crew cab, 4-door, V-8,
loaded, 122K miles. $12,500 334-797-7420.

Chevy Colorado 2016 Z71 , crew cab short box, 2
wheel drive, black in color, only 750 miles, 3.6
V6 engine, off road assist steps, Bose stereo,
mylink auto system with 8" diagonal color
touch screen & navigation, spray on bed liner,
$31,000 334-723-2985.

GMC 2007 Sierra SLT: 1 owner, ex cond, low
miles 72k, 4 door, loaded, maroon. $19,500
334-467-0015

Toyota 2011 Tundra CrewMax , 4X4, 4 door, V8,
black with cloth interior, 136k miles, one own-
er, clean title, camlocker toolbox, leveling kit
$21,000 Call or Txt334-596-2504

Chevy 2003 Astro Cargo
Van with cargo
partition, storage filing
cabinet and shelves
Dothan area. $3800.

Call 256-298-4369 or 334-685-9282

1ST PLACE TO CALL FOR ALL OF
YOUR TOWING NEEDS!

Contact Jason Harger at 334-791-2624

Wanted to buy Junk Cars,
Trucks and Vans
We pay the most !!

Hauled the same day as called.
r Call Jim 334-379-4953
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BUSINESSES
& SERVICES

ADULT CARE

BUSH HOGGING

COMPUTER SERVICES

CONCRETE WORK & COATINGS

ELECTRONICS REPAIR

EXCAVATION

FLOORING

HAIR & BARBER

INSULATORS

LANDSCAPE & GARDENING

LAWN SERVICES

MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES & REPAIR

PAINTING

PAINTING

POWER WASHING

ROOFING & RELATED

POWER WASHINGHOME IMPROVEMENTS

TREE SERVICE

NEED TO
PLACE AN AD?

It’s simple, call one of our friendly
Classified representatives

and they will be glad to assist you.

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING
Your source for selling and buying!

TOTAL CARE 24/7
Need a care taker for you or your family
member? Give us a call. Home, hospital or
nursing home we’re here to serve your needs.
CNA certified. Thank you for trying us 1st.
email us at: eldercsr@aol.com
334-718-9946 or 334-796-5639.

Bush Hogging
$45. per hr.
2 hr. min.
334-200-5297
r Licensed
and Insured

Computer & Laptop Repair
Service Calls Home /Office
Microsoft Certified

Dothanpc.com (Mon-Sat)
2442 Fortner St. Behind
Eye Center South

334-828-1621 334-596-3250

334-492-2235
Free estimates • Dothan, aL

resiDentiaL and CommerCiaL
Licensed, Bonded and insured

H Workmans Comp and General Liability
Concrete Driveways, sidewalks, Curbs,
Concrete Parking Lots, Building slabs,
Any and All of Your Concrete Needs

Call Today “QuaLiTy ResuLTs”
Roy Poole, estimatoR • BRent Poole, owneR

PooLe
ConCReTe

ConTRaCToRs

Television Repair
Dothan Electronic Service
Repairing All Types of TV
Repairs since 1970

LCD, LED, Plasma, DLP & CRT units.
Save money by repairing instead of replacing.
Mfg authorized for most name brands.

DLP lamps in stock.
White dots on your DLP TV?

Call us or visit our website for more
information. r 334-792-0551 q
1610 Hartford Hwy. Dothan, AL

www.tvrepairdothan.com or
DES1610@graceba.net

Surgical Land Clearing
• Forestry Mulching • Land/Lot Clearing

Contact Patrick or John Moore
at 334-714-4047 or 334-803-4281

• Brush Cutting • Small Trees • Food Plots
• Shooting Lanes • Clear Fence Rows

• Lot Beautification • Survey Line Maintenance
• Riding Trails

Aero Flooring and
Restoration

Repair, Restretch-new installation.
∂ Carpet ∂Tile ∂Wood ∂ Laminate

MUSCLE GLOSS
100% Epoxy Coating
Garage / Patio Floors
r Call Dave 334-718-5780 q

@ All styles of men’s haircuts,
including military and flat-tops.

@ Traditional straight-razor shaves
with hot lather and hot towels.

@ Our vacuum system keeps your
clothes hair-free.

@ Mens shaving supplies.

334-699-3593 JoeWinks.com
3767 RCC Dothan, AL. OPEN

Monday-Friday
7am-5pm

û One available
booth for rent
to an experi-
enced Barber.

ûû 30 YEARS EXP. ûû
FULL SERVICE COMPANY

*Ceiling fans *Lights *Doors * Locks
*Windows * Sinks * Faucets * Toilets
*Roof Repairs *Clean Gutters *Painting
*Carpentry *Pressure Washing
*Kitchen & Bath Specialist

"Let us handle your home repair needs"
odd jobs to big jobs

r Ask for Paul: HFHS LLC
locally owned 334-790-2659

DIAMOND DRYWALL, LLC
HANG, FINISH, & TEXTURE
Commercial and Residential
@ New Construction &

Remodeling
@ Popcorn removal
@ Water Damage Repair
Call: 334-718-7611

D & R
HOMEWORK LLC

∂ General Repairs ∂ Rotten Wood
∂ Windows ∂ Blown Ceiling ∂ Decks
∂ Sheetrock ∂ Painting ∂ Roofs
∂ Doors ∂ Floors ∂ Vinyl Siding

Remodeling, Construction & More!
r (334) 792-5774 q

INSURED, LICENSED & BONDED

First Thing We Build is Customer Relationship
29 Years Experience * Licensed & Bonded

334-618-6616
acutabovecarpentry.net

Kay Shaughnessy Interiors
BLINDS & SHUTTER
IN-HOME REPAIRS
∂ Tilt Rods ∂ Connectors
∂ Magnets ∂ Tilt Cords
∂ Lift Cords ∂ Sales

Usually Only One Trip
r Call 334-618-2057 q

MR. FIXIT
Jack of All Trades
∂ Roofing ∂ Remodeling
∂ Repairs ∂ Plumbing
∂ Siding ∂ Carpentry ∂ Electrical
(334) 718-9015 - mrfixit36303@yahoo. com

Superior Craftsmen
Renovation Specialist
RENOVATION & REPAIR
Commercial & Residential
û Additions and Kitchens û

û Baths and Windows/Doors û Water
Proofing & Insurance Work
(Prompt Personal Service)
Handyman Services

35 Years Experience, Est. 1986
We accept major credit cards
References & Portfolio Available
Licensed, Bonded & Insured

CALL: 334-648-6179

WENBEC ENTERPRISES, LLC
ALL TYPES OF CONSTRUCTION
"Call for your free estimate today "

Office (334)-479-0068
ûWindows û Doors û Floors û Roofs û
û Decks û Sheetrock û Painting û
û Vinyl Siding û All Types Of Fencingû
Custom Arbors û Handy Man Services
===========================
Local Family Owned & Operated.
SERVICE YOU CAN TRUST
LICENSED ∂ BONDED ∂ INSURED

WP Home Repairs 334-714-8480

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
CARPENTRY & GENERAL REPAIRS

PAINTING & DRYWALL& PRESSURE WASHING
& DOORS REMODELS & INSURANCE CLAIMS

ª º Visa & Master Card Accepted
r 334-714-8480 www.wphomerepairs.com

Hussey Brothers
House Movers
Structural Relocation

Specialist
Offering Precise Foundation Service,
Using the Pressurized Hydraulic Process
(Modern), Leveling Floors-Closing Cracks-

Adjusting Doors and Windows
Jeff Hussey 334-389-3725
Donnie Hussey 334-389-3728

Legacy
Tree
Service

û Sod Installed
û Complete Landscaping Service.

FREE ESTIMATES!
LICENSED & INSURED!

334-370-0008 OR 334-689-8099

MUSTARD SEED LANDSCAPING, LLC

Professional Landscape Design/Installation
ERIC HEISNER Landscape Designer

Auburn University Graduate

*Irrigation Installation/Repair.
*Scale Design *Design Consultation
*Pruning *Hardscapes *Drainage

Free Estimates * 334-791-3757
mustrdseed@comcast.net

RHODES FAMILY TOTAL
LAWN SERVICE LLC

ASK ABOUT SPRING SPECIALS!
"We Do More Than Cut Grass"

Commercial and Residential
∂ Fertilizer ∂ Lay Sod ∂ Minor Storm
Removal ∂ Leaf Removal
∂ Power Wash ∂ Vinyl Siding
∂ Interior/Exterior Painting
(Cell) 334-596-4141
(Bus.) 334-699-2563

FREE ESTIMATES - Licensed & Bonded.

Walding Landscaping
and Tree Service
∂ Tree Removal

∂ Stump Grinding ∂ Tractor Work ∂ Sod Work
∂ Sprinkler System

FREE ESTIMATES!!!
Call 334-618-3058
or 334-796-9556

ALDRICH LAWN CARE
Free Est. Price matching with better quality
Mowing, Edging, Weed Eating & Leaves

r 334-678-9701 OR 334-618-9097
Licensed & Insured - Residential &
Commercial ( Year round service )

û Powell Lawn & Landscape is ready to
serve all your lawn & yard needs.

Services include mowing, trimming, edging,
pruning, shrubs, cleanups & more.

A one time job or scheduled maintenance.
r Fully Licensed. Contact Glenn
for your free estimate 334-200-1368

End of the Road
Antiques & Thrift
IS NOW OPEN

Located at 4421 Old Hwy 84 E.
Antiques ∂ vintage ∂ furniture

∂ glassware ∂ cast iron ∂ cookware
∂ gone with the wind oil & electric lamps.
Booths available as well as an outdoor

building for yard sales.

(Hours: Mon-Sat 10-5) 334-899-1202
Find us on facebook @

end of the road antiques and thrift

Advanced Painting
& Decorating

Interior and Exterior
All Paints and Stains
David Duncan
334-596-4664
Licensed and Insured

A’s PAINTING SERVICE
† Interior † Exterior
† Pressure Washing
Free Estimates!
No job too small!!

( Licensed & Insured )
r 334-677-2291 OR 334 -618-0134 q

Painting & Remodeling
Company

∂ Carpentry ∂ Painting
∂ Pressure Washing ∂ Interior or Exterior
∂ Free Estimates. 35 Years Experience
Dependable, Honest, Quality Work

Call 334-405-0987

Steve Driver Painting, LLC
Painting & Pressure Washing
32 yrs. exp. with Ref.

Call Steve 334-405-8159
r Licensed and Insured q

Bond’s Mildew Removal
Family Owned & Operated
@ Roof@ Eaves @ Siding

@ Driveways etc.
Roof involves no pressure!

FREE ESTIMATES
Yearly Maintenance Program Available
rWill match or beat any price
334-405-3649 Licensed & Insured

EDDIE HALL PRESSURE WASHING
LOW PRICES FREE ESTIMATES

Homes Commercial & Lake Homes
Fences Gutters µ Eaves µ Driveways

Clean Metal Roofs µ Concrete Bldg. Churches
r 334-797-1327 OR 334-588-2542

*Licensed & Bonded* Clean w/low pressure

High & Low Pressure Washing Service
Using the latest steam and hot water equipment

to clean the exterior of your property.

No obligation Free Estimate!!
Call 334-797-2255 or a.e.birch@hotmail.com

Fully licensed and insured.

Need Exterior Cleaned?

THE MILDEW MAN
FREE ESTIMATES

Roof: Eaves/Siding:
Drives, Etc.

Roof Cleaning Involves
No Pressure Licensed

Call 334-983-5236 & 334-701-3510

High Quality Shingles & Metal!!!
Free Estimates & Inspections,

flashing, sealing and repairs. Complete
tear-off & replacements & metal

roofing. Locally Owned. Over 15 yrs exp!

Licensed, Bonded & Insured
Call 334-475-1968

KENNETH BEDSOLE
ROOFING , INC.

334-671-9225
7090 W. Main Street
Dothan, AL

Free Estimates
We Don’t Want To Be The Biggest;
We Want To Be The Best!"

For Repairs and Leaks
Call Greg Mauldin 334-796-9250

METAL ROOFING

50 year/Lifetime 100%
Labor & Material WARRANTY

334-678-ROOF (7663)
2975 Ross Clark Circle

DOTHAN, AL
weatherproofroofs.com
r Come Visit Our

Showroom

A-1 Tree Service
Licensed ∂ Bonded ∂ Insured
∂ Landscaping ∂ Irrigation

∂ Lawn Maintenance ∂ Pressure Washing
GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES
Call for your FREE estimate!

334-400-4959
30 years of Experience

û Accepting all major credit cards û

KINGS TABLE
TREE
SERVICE

*Tree Trimming & Removal Service
*Licensed, Bonded & Insured

*Fleet of Equipment Ready to Serve Your
Tree Removal Needs.

*24 Hour Emergency Service
*Free Estimates CALL DANIEL 334-733-0795



operations. 
The rotation to the Joint Multinational Readiness Center 

focused on the basics associated with conducting opera-
tions in an austere environment. This began with the Task 
Force tactically occupying the assembly area at night us-
ing night-vision devices. 

Saber Junction 16 included nearly 5,000 participants 
from 16 allied and European partner nations.

Saber Junction 16 is U.S. Army Europe’s annual combat 
training center certification exercise designed to evaluate 
the readiness of one of its two combat brigades to conduct 
unified land operations with an emphasis on tactical in-
teroperability among allied and partner-nation forces. 

helped us for all your hard work.”
Lt. Col. Daniel Moore, 1-228th Avn. 

Regt. commander, expanded on the 
Panamanian colonel’s comments about 
developing a strong working relation-
ship between the two forces.

“This was definitely a combined ef-
fort with JTF-B working in support of 
Panamanian forces. We were just the 
guys out here supporting their effort and 
assisting them with the fires,” Moore 
said. “We learned a great deal about co-
ordinating with Panamanian forces and 
doing crisis-action planning with them. 
The team did an outstanding job, and it 
definitely was a combined effort in both 
the planning and execution.”

The Panamanian firefighting opera-
tion comes less than a month after the 
1-228th Avn. Regt. sent air assets to 
help contain a fire near the town of Tela, 
Honduras.

“JTF-B has been in the Central 
American region for a very long time. 
There was a time when it was involved 
in supporting the fight against commu-
nism,” said John Feeley, U.S. Ambas-
sador to Panama. “If you take a look 
at what JTF-B’s mission is today, it is 
directly in support of providing better 
lives for Central Americans. Whether 
it’s disaster relief, fighting criminal 
organizations, counter narcotics, logis-
tics, or training with the partner nations 
of Central America, JTF-B is a jewel 
in the crown of the American military 
presence in Latin America.”

The ambassador concluded, “I hope 
we can count on them for a long time 
to come.”
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Mobility

Wildfire

A UH-60 Black Hawk launches from the helipad of the USS Lassen during deck landing qualifications off the coast of Honduras April 14. 

Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Siuta B. Ika

ONE DAY
ONLY!!

Highlands
Antique Mall

333 99 52 5752

FOOD
BUFFETBU

FREE

pm5starting at

Thursday, May 5th
9:00AM - 8:00PM

Entire Mall
20% 50%

to

SecurityClearance Denied/Revoked?
Don’t let security clearance issues jeopardize your employment or career.
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“I am keenly aware of the
importance of a security
clearance for both amilitary
career and government and
civilian contractor jobs.My
goal with all of my security
clearance clients is to put the
clearance issue to rest at the
lowest possible level. I handle
cases throughout the United
States and, if needed, will fly
to your location to represent
you at your hearing.”

NAMED ALABAMA
SUPER LAWYER 2008,
2009, 2013,& 2014
–––––––––––––

10.0 SUPERB RATING
FROM AVVO.COM
–––––––––––––
AV PREEMINENT

RATING BY
MARTINDALE-HUBBELL

–––––––––––––
NCMSMEMBER

ContactRonSykstusNOW!
Personal email rsykstus@bondnbotes.com.DirectOfficePhone 256-713-0221

As a former U.S. Army Judge Advocate, attorney Ron Sykstus has
been successfully handling security clearance cases for many years,
covering all areas of government concern including:

Do

 Financial
Considerations

 Security Violations
 Drug Involvement
 Alcohol Consumption
 Personal Conduct

 Criminal Conduct
 Sexual Behavior
 Foreign Influence
 Foreign Preference
 Misuse of Information
Technology

To learn more about Ron Sykstus, his experience and the services
he can provide to protect your security clearance please visit
SecurityClearanceDefenseLawyer.com

“I am keenly aware of the
importance of a security
clearance for both amilitary
career and government and
civilian contractor jobs.My
goal with all of my security
clearance clients is to put the
clearance issue to rest at the
lowest possible level. I handle
cases throughout the United
States and, if needed, will fly
to your location to represent
you at your hearing.”

NAMED ALABAMA
SUPER LAWYER 2008,
2009, 2013,& 2014
–––––––––––––

10.0 SUPERB RATING
FROM AVVO.COM
–––––––––––––
AV PREEMINENT

RATING BY
MARTINDALE-HUBBELL

–––––––––––––
NCMSMEMBER

Alabama Bar rules require the following: No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.

www.SecurityClearanceDefenseLawyer.com

Paratroopers from the 173rd Airborne Brigade scan the Bavarian countryside during an air-assault operation.
Photos by Capt. Jaymon Bell

Spc. Joseph Parnell, a UH-60 
Black Hawk mechanic, and a 
member of the Bulgarian special 
forces discuss placement options 
for employing a Blaser R93 sniper 
rifle on a Black Hawk.
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Community resilience
Veterans heal through 
100-plus mile bike 
ride 
Story on Page C3

It’s beginning to feel a lot like summer, but cool water 
and free fun are just around the corner.

The Directorate of Family, Morale, Welfare and Rec-
reation hosts the 15th annual Lake Fest May 21 from 11 
a.m. to 5 p.m. at Lake Tholocco’s West Beach.

“Lake Fest is a great way to celebrate the beginning of 
summer,” Kristi Fink, DFMWR special events coordina-
tor, said. “There are a lot of fun and free activities. 

“Two of my favorite activities are the sand castle con-
test and the frozen T-shirt contest,” she added. “Building 
a sand castle together as a family creates memories to 
last a lifetime. We will also have a volleyball tournament, 
so grab some friends and get a team together. Families 
are always on the go, so busy with everyday activities. 
Fort Rucker Lake Fest brings families together for a fun-
filled, free day at the beach.”

Participation in the sand castle contest and volleyball 
tournament is free and there is no need to register in ad-
vance, Fink said. The sand castle contest is 12-3:30 p.m.

“We have award categories for individuals and families 
building sand castles,” Fink said. “I would suggest bring-
ing buckets and shovels, but we will have some available 
on a first-come, first-served basis.”

 The volleyball tournament begins at noon and lasts 
until all games are completed. Each team must have at 
least four people. 

“If someone does not have a team, they can check in at 
the registration table and be added to a team,” Fink said.

Canoes and paddle boats will be available to use for 
free. Children under the age of 16 must be accompanied 
by an adult while using a canoe or paddle boat. All pa-
trons will need to wear a life jacket.

This year’s Lake Fest also features a car show. All ve-
hicles are welcome. Registration is from 10 a.m. until 
noon and it costs $10 per vehicle. The car show takes 
place from noon-4 p.m. with an awards presentation im-
mediately after the show.

Lake Fest is free and open to the public. Families need 
only bring money to purchase food from vendors on 
site.

“Please make sure to bring sunscreen and life jackets, 
although we will have life jackets available for use, but 

it is first come, first served,” Fink said. “Patrons should 
also bring what they need for a day at the beach. Towels, 
beach chairs, umbrellas, etc. We do not allow pets and 
glass containers.”

About 1,500 patrons attended last year’s Lake Fest. 
Fink said she believes the car show will draw an even 
larger crowd this year.

For more information, call 255-1749.

Purchasing a home can be a chal-
lenging process, but a Fort Rucker 
Army Community Service seminar 
could be the key to clearing hurdles 
and building a solid financial future.

The Home Buying Seminar takes 
place May 10 from 6:30-8:30 p.m. at 
The Commons, Bldg. 8950, and regis-
tration is required by Friday.

“Purchasing a house as an invest-
ment,” Mike Burden, ACS Financial 
Readiness Program manager, said. 
“Because Soldiers move frequently, 
they take on the risk that their property 
will increase in value in a relatively 
short time before they move to another 
post.”

The seminar, which is open to ev-
eryone, will cover a variety of topics 
ranging from “why buy a house” to ap-
plying for a mortgage and closing on 
your home, Burden said.

“Buying a house is usually the most 
expensive purchase we make,” he said. 
“This seminar will not only discuss the 
changing realities in the market, but 
will also discuss changes required by 
new legislation regarding documenta-
tion.

According to Burden, the seminar 
can help first-time buyers avoid mis-
takes, such as not making a down pay-
ment.

“Many Soldiers have not saved 
for a mortgage and use the VA home 
loan guaranty benefit, which enables 
a mortgage without a down payment 
or primary mortgage insurance pay-
ment,” he said. “It may not be the best 
option depending on their overall situ-
ation and the uncertainty of property 
values.

Burden added that the seminar 

can also help first-time buyers avoid 
purchasing a larger home than they 
need,  getting a mortgage for the en-
tire amount approved by the mortgage 
company regardless of their budget or 
value of the house and help them un-
derstand the 

 Although the Home Buying Semi-
nar focuses on purchasing a home, the 
attendees should also consider attend-
ing the upcoming ACS Financial Well-
ness Class, Burden added. 

“(The Financial Wellness Class) will 
focus more on renting versus buying a 
home as it relates to the military life 
style and our financial goals,” he said. 

The class, which takes place May 17 
from 6-7 p.m. at The Commons, Bldg. 
8950, will cover numerous tips for 
achieving financial wellness. Registra-
tion is required by May 16.

According to Burden, the class in-
cludes topics such as our attitudes to-
wards money, financial goals related 
to life goals, renting versus buying a 
home, new versus used vehicles, man-
aging credit cards and long term in-
vestment options. 

“This presentation will focus on 
security and freedom of choice when 
it comes to money management and 
how it relates to our financial goals,” 
he said. “Our life and financial goals 
change as life happens including build-
ing long term wealth and providing for 

a comfortable retirement.”
The financial wellness class will also 

offer tips to address common financial 
mistakes for individuals, couples and 
families.

“Common mistakes include not 
having realistic and measurable finan-
cial goals; living beyond their financial 
means and making poor financial deci-
sions to use credit to purchase expen-
sive homes, vehicles and consumer 
goods based on their need to appear 
wealthy – and spouses not communi-
cating regarding their financial situ-
ation, individual financial goals, and 
how their financial situation and finan-
cial goals impact their spouse and fam-
ily,” Burden said.

For anyone unable to attend to the 
class or anyone who feels uncomfort-
able stepping forward to ask for finan-
cial help, Burden urges them to reach 
out.

“Embarrassment, pride and fear of 
ridicule are the primary reasons indi-
viduals do not seek financial help until 
they are in a financial crisis,” he said. 
“It takes considerable courage to admit 
we need help with our finances. For 
those not willing to attend a class, they 
can contact the ACS Financial Readi-
ness Program at 255-9631 to schedule 
a confidential appointment with an ac-
credited financial counselor.”

Burden said patrons need only bring 
their willingness to share their knowl-
edge and experiences.

Other upcoming financial readiness 
events include Credit Reporting 101 
on July 7. Topics will include: how 
credit reports impact people’s finan-
cial futures, building and maintaining 
a good credit history and effectively 
disputing credit report errors.

For more information or to register, 
call 255-9631. 

VOLUNTEER 
OPPORTUNITIES

By Jeremy Henderson
Army Flier Staff Writer

ACS class, seminar help clear financial hurdles

Families enjoy a day out on the lake in canoes and paddleboats.

By Jeremy Henderson
Army Flier Staff Writer

Lake Fest celebrates 15 
years of family fun

Survivors Fallen Heroes 5K Fun Run
Duties: Volunteers are needed to help with setup 

breakdown of run site, assist with awards presenta-
tion, and assist with passing out water and ribbons to 
participants. For more information, call 255-9637.

Research Volunteer 
Duties: Need an active-duty Soldier to rate a set of 

combat-related pictures to help understand the mag-
nitude of normal emotional responses to scenarios 
and objects associated with deployment – no combat 
experience needed. For more information, call 255-
6851.

Training File Clerk
Duties:  File correspondence, cards, invoices, re-

ceipts, and other records in alphabetical or numeri-
cal order. Add new material to file records and cre-
ate new records. Answer questions about records and 
files. Eliminate outdated or unnecessary materials, 
destroying them or transferring them to inactive stor-
age, according to file maintenance guidelines and le-
gal requirements. Find and retrieve information from 
files in response to requests from authorized users. 
Keep records of materials filed or removed. Perform 
periodic inspections of materials or files in order to 
ensure correct placement, legibility and proper condi-
tion. Place materials into storage receptacles, such as 
file cabinets, boxes, bins or drawers. Read incoming 
materials in order to determine how and where they 
should be classified or filed. Perform general office 
duties, such as copying and operating office machines. 
If interested, call 255-1898.

Army Family Team Building Instructor 
Duties: Prepare for and teach at least one class 

each quarter, following the instructor instruction and 
lesson plans provided in the AFTB Instructor Guides. 
Attend quarterly AFTB Council meetings. Ensure stu-
dents complete class evaluation forms and forward to 
the AFTB program manager. Maintain personal re-
cords, documenting volunteer hours training received 
and awards received. Serve as a spokesperson for the 
AFTB program. Attend professional development. 
Report safety issues to the ACS volunteer coordina-
tor. Adhere to guidance outlined in Army Regulation 
608-1 and AFTB standard operating procedure. If in-
terested, call 255-1429.

Then-Second Lt. Damien Watkins, D Company, 
1st Battalion, 145th Aviation Regiment, goes up 
for a spike during last year’s Lake Fest.

Erica McMannes, military spouse, pulls on a frozen T-shirt with her son, Kilian, during the 
frozen T-shirt contest at last year’s Lake Fest.

Photos by nathan pfau
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On Post
your weekly guide to fort rucker events , services and activities. Deadline for submissions is noon Thursday for the following week’s edition.

International Spouses Get Together
Army Community Service hosts its In-

ternational Spouses Get Together the first 
Friday of every month at 9 a.m. at the Al-
len Heights Community Center. Accord-
ing to ACS officials, the get together is 
a place for spouses to find support, and 
help with finding resources for obtain-
ing U.S. citizenship, education, drivers 
licenses and more.  Multilingual volun-
teers are available. 

For more information, call 255-3735. 

Asian-Pacific Islander Story Time
The Center Library will celebrate 

Asian-Pacific Islander Heritage Month 
with story time Friday at 10:15 a.m. 
There will be guest readers, a paper-fold-
ing craft and displays. The event is open 
to authorized patrons and is Exceptional 
Family Member Program friendly.

For more information, visit the library 
or call 255-3885. Open to authorized pa-
trons and EFMP friendly.

ACS needs assessment survey
Army Community Service is conducting 

a needs assessment now through May 
15.  People’s responses will assist ACS 
in developing programs that meet the 
needs of the Fort Rucker community. 
The survey is available at https://www.
surveymonkey.com/r/6YMW8QP, or 
paper copies are available through ACS. 

For more information, call 255-9641. 

Mothers Day Brunch 
The Landing will host its Mothers Day 

Brunch at The Landing Sunday from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. The brunch will include: 
omelet bar, meat carving station, dessert 
bar and more. Each mother will receive a 
free flower. Costs are $18.95 for adults, 
$8.95 for children ages 6-12, $4.95 for 
ages 3-5 and ages 2 and under eat for 
free. The military family special includes 
two adults and up to two children eating 
for $49. Reservations are not required, 
but are highly encouraged. The brunch is 
open to the public. 

For more information or to make a res-
ervation, call 598-2426. 

Family member resilience training
Army Community Service will host 

family member resilience training Mon-
day from 9-11:30 a.m. at The Commons. 
The training is designed to give people 
the tools they need to become more re-
silient in all the challenges that life may 
throw at them, according to ACS offi-
cials. 

For more information, call 255-3161 or 
255-3735.

Home buying seminar
Army Community Service will host a 

home buying seminar Tuesday from 6:30-
8:30 p.m. at The Commons, Bldg. 8950. 
Topics will include: reasons for buying a 
house, financial goals, credit history, Vet-
erans Affairs mortgage insurance, types 
of mortgages, shopping for a mortgage, 
applying for a mortgage and closing on a 
home. People need to register by Friday. 
Free childcare will be available for those 
who register. 

For more information and to register, 
call 255-9631.

Tot Time
Army Community Service hosts its Tot 

Time playgroup Wednesdays from 9:30-
11a.m. at The Commons, Bldg. 8950. The 
playgroup is for children 12-36 months 
and their caregivers. The playgroup pro-
vides programs and activities that en-
hance caregiver-child interaction, and 
stimulate child growth and development. 

For more information, call 255-9647 or 
255-3359.

Spouse Sponsorship Survey
Army Community Service is conduct-

ing a spouse sponsorship program sur-
vey now through May 31 to determine 
if a need for a spouse sponsorship pro-
gram exists at Fort Rucker. The program 
would provide an opportunity for incom-
ing spouses to connect with other spous-
es who can provide assistance with their 
family’s transition to Fort Rucker. People 
can make their voices heard by taking the 
survey at https://www.surveymonkey.
com/r/W9TRQ3N.

Employment readiness class
The Fort Rucker Employment Readi-

ness Program hosts orientation sessions 
monthly in the Soldier Service Center, 
Bldg. 5700, in the Army Community 
Service multipurpose room, with the next 
session May 12. People who attend will 
meet in Rm. 350 at 8:40 a.m. to fill out 
paperwork before going to the multipur-
pose room. The class will end at about 11 
a.m. The sessions will inform people on 
the essentials of the program and provide 
job search tips, as well. Advance regis-
tration is required and attendance at a 
session is mandatory for participation in 
the program. 

For more information, call 255-2594.

Children’s healthy nutrition workshop 
The Army Community Service New 

Parent Support Program will host a 
healthy nutrition workshop May 13 from 
9-11 a.m. at the Munson Heights Com-
munity Center. Parents will learn tips for 
developing healthy eating habits for ages 
birth to 5, converting picky eaters and 
more. People need to register by Friday. 
The workshop is open to all active-duty 
and retired military, DOD employees and 
their family members.

For more information, call 255-9647 or 
255-3359.

Mother Daughter Tea Party
Army Community Service’s Family 

Advocacy Program will host its Mother-
Daughter Tea Party and Cookie Swap 
May 14 from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
at The Commons. Attendees are asked 
to bring a batch of their favorite cook-
ies to share. The event will feature crafts, 
games, goody bags for children and a gift 
for the moms. People need to register by 
Monday, and attendance is limited to the 
first 24 people to register. 

For more information or to register, 
call 255-9636 or 255-9644.

Renaissance Festival trip
MWR Central will host a trip to the 

Renaissance Festival in Fairburn, Geor-
gia, May 14. The weekend theme is Celt-
ic Heritage. The festival includes Haggis 
eating, bag piping, Irish dancing, and 
more. Prices are $41 for adults, 13 and 
older; $32 for children 6-12; and $25 for 
children under 6. Price for the trip will 
include tickets to the Renaissance Festi-
val and transportation to and from Fort 
Rucker. The trip will depart Fort Rucker 
at 5:30 a.m. May 14, travel to the festi-
val and depart from the festival grounds 
at 6:30 p.m., with a planned return time 
of around 10:30 p.m. Space on the trip 
is limited to 42 people. The deadline to 
register is May 12. 

For more information, call 255-2997 or 
255-9517.

Center Library StoryWalk®
The Center Library will host Story-

Walk® Saturday from 9-11 a.m. along 

the Beaver Lake Trail. As part of the 
Army STRONG B.A.N.D.S. program, 
Center Library, in conjunction with the 
fitness center, will host this innovative 
and delightful way for children and adults 
to enjoy reading and the outdoors at the 
same time, according to library officials. 
Laminated pages from a children’s book 
will be attached to wooden stakes that 
will be installed along an outdoor path. 

As people stroll down the trail, they will 
be directed to the next page in the story. 
StoryWalk® was created by Anne Fergu-
son and developed in collaboration with 
the Kellogg Hubbard Library. The event 
will be open to authorized patrons, and 
will be Exceptional Family Member Pro-
gram friendly. 

For more information, visit the Center 
Library or call 255-3885. 

Fort Rucker Movie Schedule for May 5-8

Tickets are $6 for adults and $5 for children, 12 and under. Military I.D. card holders and their guests are welcome. Schedule subject to change. For more information, call 255-2408. 

DFMWR 
Spotlight

Disc golf tournament
A scene from a previous disc golf tournament. The Fort Rucker Physical Fitness Center will host a disc golf tournament May 14 at 9 a.m. at the 
disc golf course. The tournament will be 18 holes with participants paired randomly, followed by another 18 holes with participants paired by age 
and score. Trophies will be awarded in various categories. The cost is $20 for people who sign up on or before Saturday and $25 after Saturday. All 
pre-registered competitors will receive a T-shirt. Competitors registering after Saturday will receive T-shirts while supplies last. 
For more information or to sign up, call 255-2296 or 255-2997.

Photo by Nathan Pfau

Thursday, May 5 Friday, May 6 Saturday, May 7 Sunday, May 8

Captain America: Civil War (PG-13)    
.......................................4 & 7 p.m.

Eye In The Sky (R) ..........................7 p.m. Captain America: Civil War (PG-13)    
...................................1, 4 & 7 p.m.

Captain America: Civil War (PG-13)    
.......................................1 & 4 p.m.



WASHINGTON — 
More than 700 cyclists, in-
cluding nearly 175 disabled 
veterans, rode two routes 
— either 110 miles from 
Arlington, Virginia, or 120 
miles from Valley Forge, 
Pennsylvania, -- and met 
up in Gettysburg, Penn-
sylvania, as part of World 
T.E.A.M. Sports’ annual 
Face of America ride.

The cyclists dealt with a 
bit of cold rain the first day 
and had a few injuries and 
mechanical issues, but the 
sun came out, and they had 
nice weather for the Get-
tysburg finish.

The ride is one of the 
largest annual noncom-
petitive bicycle rides in the 
national capital region. It 
gives veterans of all eras 
from all over the nation 
with various disabilities a 
chance to meet up, make 
new friends and share re-
sources.

Help with PTSD
For Bill Czyzewski, an 

Army Vietnam veteran 
who served with the 11th 
Armored Cavalry Regi-
ment as a tank loader, cy-
cling became his rehabilita-
tion for his post-traumatic 
stress.

“I’ve been riding the past 
six years and I couldn’t be-
lieve how much the PTSD 
went away after I started 
riding a bike for the first 
time,” he said. “It was 
amazing.”

Czyzewski was shot 
March 1, 1970, seven 
months after his arrival in 
Vietnam. He lost his left 
leg seven years later. He 
said World T.E.A.M. Sports 
encouraged him to do a 60-
mile ride. Then he did the 
Face of America ride, he 
said, and then the next year, 
he went cross-country.

“We put our back tires 
in the San Francisco Bay, 
came across the Golden 
Gate Bridge and came right 
across the middle of the 
country,” he said. “We left 
May 28 and got to Virginia 
Beach on July 28. It took us 

two months.”
He said he loves partici-

pating in the Face of Amer-
ica ride because now he 
can help younger veterans 
with their PTSD.

For former Army Sgt. Al-
bert Gonzalez, who served 
as a field artillery special-
ist and has PTSD from his 
time in Iraq from 2004 to 
2005, riding his recumbent 
bike gives him clarity. 

“Riding a recumbent is a 
lot different than riding an 
upright bike,” he said. “It’s 
like being in a convertible 
on a country road. I’m just 
with my Christian music 
and I’m at peace the whole 
time.”

He said he dedicated his 
Face of America ride to a 
fellow San Antonio police 
department worker who 
recently took his life. Gon-
zalez was riding with Team 
Rescue 22 in memory of 
the 22 veterans who take 
their lives each day.

Camaraderie
Gonzalez said he rides 

with Face of America for 
the camaraderie.

“This is my third year 
doing it, and I come for 
all of the camaraderie, the 
brotherhood, all the sup-
port and everything you get 
from Face of America,” he 
said. “Being out here with 
all of my brothers and my 
friends and new friends 
that we meet out here, it re-

ally means a lot. It’s some-
thing I plan my vacation 
time around every year.”

He said he also enjoys 
hearing the stories from 
veterans from other eras.

“It’s great to ride with 
everybody and to hear 
the different stories from 
World War II to Korea to 
Vietnam, to us telling our 
stories about Iraq to them,” 
he said. “They learn about 
us, and we learn about 
them, the differences in 
how they were treated and 
how we’re treated. It’s a 
great experience, and it’s 
something that we all share 
together.”

Carl Morgan, a medi-
cally retired Army sergeant 
first class computer special-
ist and observer control-
ler who has a spinal cord 
injury, said he also enjoys 
riding alongside veterans 
of all eras.

“I’ve met some World 
War II vets out here on 
some rides, so it’s just 
phenomenal to meet all of 
the great history,” he said. 
“You get some stories out 
here, and you can see all 
sides. We all fought for the 
same cause. It’s great.”

Morgan, who rides a 
hand cycle, said he also 
just enjoys riding.

“The opportunity to 
come out here and see the 
countryside, this is what 
we fought for, and to get 
a good look at it firsthand, 

it’s great. It’s a great ride,” 
he said.

Community support
The riders stopped every 

10 to 20 miles along the 
way for 20-minute breaks 
and received snacks and 
cheers from volunteers and 
community members.

Autumn Schaffer, 8, 
daughter of Nathan Schaf-
fer, who served in the 
Army in Afghanistan and 
Iraq, and her grandmother, 
Virginia Wantz, stopped by 
to thank the veterans with 
their church group at one of 
the stops in Pennsylvania.

“I think it’s really cool 
that they can still ride 
bikes,” Schaffer said.

“We wouldn’t be here if 
it weren’t for them fighting 
for our country and serving 
our country,” Wantz said. 
“We’re out here to salute 
them and tell them we ap-
preciate their service.”

Positive changes
Jose Santiago, A former 

Army corporal combat 

medic who has PTSD from 
his time in Iraq from 2003 
to 2004 and a traumatic 
brain injury, leads a team 
of about 50 cyclists – 25 
percent of them are from 
Puerto Rico. He said Face 
of America is like a fam-
ily reunion and that he has 
seen the impact rides like 
Face of America has had 

on some of his riders.
“Last year, we had a vet-

eran here, he had so much 
rage and ever since he’s 
been riding, his whole at-
titude has been changing,” 
Santiago said. “His wife 
said, ‘When he doesn’t 
ride, I can see the attitude. 
I tell him, ‘You need to go 
ride.’ That’s pretty neat.’”
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By Shannon Collins
Department of Defense News

FACE OF AMERICA
Veterans overcome challenges through 100-plus mile bike ride

Retired Army Sgt. Albert Gonzalez sets pace for the Rescue 22 team during the Face of America bike ride.
Photo by EJ Hersom

Top 10% in the nation for patient safety

Southeast Alabama Medical Center employees and
medical sta� thank Fort Rucker for its commitment
to the security of our community and our country.
We extend our appreciation to the soldiers and
military families for their personal sacri�ces.

1108 ROSS CLARK CIRCLE DOTHAN, AL 36301 334-793-8111 SAMC.ORG

WE
APPRECIATE
FORT

RUCKER.
Bringing People Together Thru Faith

ARMY FLIERChurch Directory

Call 347-9533 to advertise your church on this page.

“Be ye
followers of
me, even as
I also am of
Christ.”
1 Corinthians 11:1

735 East Lee St
Enterprise, AL
36330

334-347-9530
www.GreenHillPC.org

Traditional Worship: 11:00AM

Sunday School: 9:30AM

Coffee & Fellowship: 10:30AM

Grace Baptist Church

Independent - Fundamental - Soul Winning

LISTEN TO A LIFE CHANGING MESSAGE OF HOPE
“God So Loved the World”

www.1john316.net

334-774-2311
www.GraceBaptistChurch-Ozark.com

Minutes from Ft. Rucker Ozark’s Gate
On the corner of Highway 231 & Parker Drive

214 S. Main Street • Enterprise
347-3467

Prayer Line 347-3467 ext 321
Service Times:
Traditional - in the

Fellowship Hall.............. 11:00AM

Contemporary C-3 - in the
Fellowship Hall.................8:45AM

The Gathering (Youth) ........ 6:00PM

Sunday School ....................9:55AM

Nursery Care .............Every Service

First United
Methodist Church

Here, it’s not about the building...

VINEYARD CHURCH
DOTHAN

Sun 10:30 Service; Wed 6:30 Small Groups
(334) 671-0093 • 150 B���l���� Rd

DothanvineyaRD.com

“Small things done with great love
will change the world”

Virginia Wantz and her granddaughter, Autumn Schaffer, thank medically 
retired Army Sgt. 1st Class Carl Morgan for his military service at a rest 
stop in Pennsylvania. 

Photo by Shannon Collins

Retired Navy Petty Officer 1st Class Jerry Padgett II, front, sets a pace 
for his team during the Face of America bike ride in Gettysburg, Pa., 
April 24. 

Photo by EJ Hersom
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Calera, Shelby Railroad
Now through Sept. 24, people can board a historical 

train and enjoy a ride on the old L&N railroad tracks from 
the 1800s through the forests of Shelby County, and view 
the artifacts and library that are located in restored depots. 
Train tickets cost $14 for adults and $10 for children. Mu-
seum entry is free of charge.

For more information visit, http://www.HODRRM.
org.

Montgomery Biscuits baseball
The Montgomery Biscuits are a Double A affiliate of 

the Tampa Bay Rays and play in Riverwalk Stadium in 
downtown Montgomery. Various specials and promotions 
are offered throughout the season. For more information, 
visit http://www.biscuitsbaseball.com.

Yatta Abba Day
Abbeville will host its annual Yatta Abba Day May 7. 

Yatta Abba is the Creek native American expression for 
grove of Dogwoods. The Abbe Creek derived its name 
from the native American word, and hence the town of 
Abbeville. Each year, the community celebrates the be-
ginning of spring and the blooming of the dogwoods with 
a local festival filled with entertainment, garden items, 
art, crafts, children’s activities and food vendors. Antique 
cars, including John Wayne’s custom-made station wag-
on, will also be on display. A sock hop the night before 
at the community center kicks off the event. Local busi-
nesses and restaurants open their doors to the community 
and to visitors. 

For more information, visit http://www.facebook.com/
yattaabbaday.

Fido Fest
Montgomery’s Shoppes at EastChase will host its Fido 

Fest May 7 from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Fido Fest 2016 will 
benefit the Montgomery Humane Society, which is com-
mitted to improving the lives of dogs in need by provid-

ing foster homes, medical care and matching them with 
their forever friends through adoption initiatives. Fido 
Fest will include vendors, dog activities, food from local 
food trucks, a K9 splash zone and more. The live music 
lineup will include Federal Expression, Blue Yonder, the 
Good Doctor, John Bull and Clinton Babers. Tickets are 
$10 each and can be purchased on event brite. People are 
welcome to bring their dogs, children and chairs to the 
fest. 

For more information, call 334-279-6046, or visit www.
facebook.com/events/987699817975413/.

Gulf Coast Triathlon
The Edgewater Beach and Golf Resort in Panama City 

Beach, Florida, will host the Gulf Coast Triathlon May 
7. The GCT swim course is a 1.2-mile open-water swim 
in the Gulf of Mexico. Wetsuits are allowed and optional 
as long as the water temperature is below 78 degrees. 
Athletes will start on the beach and swim one loop of 
the rectangular course in a clockwise direction. At swim 
exit, athletes will exit the water and run up to T1. The 
bike course is an out-and-back course traveling through 
residential, commercial, and rural areas of Bay County 
and Panama City Beach. The run is a flat course traveling 
through beachfront areas.

For more information, such as a complete schedule and 
entry fees, visit http://www.gulfcoasttriathlon.com/.

Chunnenuggee Fair
Union Springs will host the 37th annual Chunnenuggee 

Fair May 7 in the downtown area. The event will feature 
arts and crafts, a fair with live entertainment, food ven-
dors, children’s games and rides, door prizes and more.

For more information, call 334-738-4060 or visit www.
chunnenuggeefair.com.

 
The Urban Slide

The Urban Slide is bringing 1,000 feet of slippery slid-
ing to Montgomery May 7-8. The family-friendly event is 
scheduled for 10 a.m. to 11 p.m. and features a glow-in-
the-dark night slide. The slide will be set up downtown on 
Montgomery Street. A constant stream of water flowing 

down both channels helps make the slide slippery. The 
nighttime slide is equipped with LED lights and black 
lights that will light up the city streets. For more on the 
Urban Slide, visit www.theurbanslide.com.

The event will also include food trucks, vendors, music 
playing along the entire slide, a bag check area to secure 
footwear and other belongings, water-themed games, pho-
to booth and more. Registration ranges from $10-$30. 

To register or get more information, visit www.theur-
banslide.com/events/montgomery-al/.

Hot air balloon festival
Decatur’s Point Mallard Park will host the Alabama Ju-

bilee Hot Air Balloon Festival May 28-29.
This festival is one of the largest free hot air balloon 

gatherings in the southeast, according to organizers. The 
event will feature more than 60 balloons with races, key 
grab, tether rides and a balloon glow. There will also be 
arts and crafts, food vendors, an antique car and tractor 
show, musical entertainment and children’s activities.

For more information, visit http://www.alabamajubilee.
net.

‘Hoofing for Heroes’ 
Theatre on Tap will present its production of “Hoof-

ing for Heroes” – tap dancing, music and vocals – May 
26-29 at the New Orleans Center for Creative Arts Lupin 
Hall with free admission for active and retired military 
members, although spouses and others will need to pay 
admission. According to organizers, stars, stripes and sa-
lutes will storm the stage during the all-American pro-
duction that honors all the men and women of the U.S. 
armed forces and benefits the Wounded Warrior Project®. 
The show offers appreciation through an evening of song 
and dance that includes a spectacular star-spangled salute 
from 22 tap dancers accompanied by a seven-piece jazz 
ensemble.

Times are May 26-28 from 7:30-9:30 p.m. and May 29 
from 2-4 p.m. Admission is $20 for military spouses, $15 
for students, $25 for seniors and $30 for adults.

For more information, visit www.theatreontap.com/
hoofing-for-heroes.

ANDALUSIA
Ongoing — The American Legion 

Post 80 has regular meetings the second 
Monday of the month, starting at 6:30 
p.m., at the Legion Hall. For more 
information, call 222-7131 or visit www.
andalusialegionpost80.org.

Ongoing — The American Legion 
Post 80 hosts a dance with live music every 
Saturday from 7:30-11:30 p.m. For more 
information, call 222-7131 or visit www.
andalusialegionpost80.org.

DALEVILLE
Ongoing — Veterans of Foreign 

Wars Post 6020 Franchise J. Ballard Post 
membership meetings are at the post 
headquarters on State Road 84 every third 
Thursday of the month at 7 p.m.  Breakfast 
is served Sundays, and games and TVs 
are available for entertainment. Meetings 
are open to all. The post can host parties, 
weddings, and hails and farewells.  For 
more information, call 598-6211, 598-1297, 
598-6211 or 379-9187. 

Ongoing — Daleville Chamber of 
Commerce meets the second Wednesday 
of each month at noon at the Chamber 
of Commerce office in the Daleville 
Cultural and Convention Center. For more 
information, call 598-6331.

DOTHAN
Ongoing — The American Legion 

Post 12 holds monthly meetings on the 
second Thursday of each month at 7 p.m. 
Meetings are held at the VFW on Taylor 
Road. For more information, call 400-
5356.

Ongoing — Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Post 3073 Wiregrass Post membership 
meetings are at the post headquarters at 
1426 Taylor Road every third Tuesday of 
the month at 6:30 p.m. There is a fish fry 
every Friday night from 5-7 p.m., then 
karaoke beginning at 6 p.m. Breakfast is 
served Sundays from 8-11a.m. The post 
can host parties, weddings, and hails and 
farewells. 

Ongoing — Disabled American 
Veterans Dothan Chapter 87 maintains a 
service officer at its office at 545 West Main 
St. (Mixon Business Center) Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
The chapter will assist veterans who were 
injured or disabled while in military service. 
DAV service officers help veterans and 
their spouses with disability compensation 
claims and other veterans benefits. All 
veteran services provided are free of charge. 
For more information, call 836-0217, Ext. 
123, or send an email to davchapter87@
gmail.com.

ENTERPRISE
May 10 — A Disabled American 

Veterans Mobile Service Officer Van will 
be at the Enterprise Farmers Market from 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m.  The van travels across the 
country to counsel and assist veterans to 
educate them and their families on benefits 
and service available to them in thanks for 
their service. For more information, call 
the Disabled American Veterans Chapter 9 
Enterprise-Coffee County at 308-2480.

May 14 — Tartan Pines Golf Course will 
host the fifth annual Law Enforcement/First 
Responders Appreciation Golf Tournament 
May 14 with registration at 11:30 a.m., lunch 
at noon and a shotgun start at 1 p.m. The 
tourney will be in a four-person scramble 
format, entry fee is $65 and the deadline to 
register is May 11. Fee includes 18 holes 
of golf, golf cart, range balls, gift bag and 
prizes. To register or get more information, 
call 334-389-5890.

Ongoing — Disabled American 
Veterans Chapter 9 Enterprise-Coffee 
County meets the second Thursday of each 
month at 6:30 p.m. at Shane’s Rib Shack. 
For more information, call 308-2480.

GENEVA
Ongoing — The Geneva County 

Relay for Life meets the last Tuesday of the 
month at 6 p.m. at the Citizens Bank. For 
more information, call 248-4495.

MIDLAND CITY
Ongoing — Residents are invited to 

town hall meetings on the first Tuesday of 
each month at 5:30 p.m. at Town Hall, 1385 
Hinton Waters Ave.

For more information, call 983-3511.

NEW BROCKTON
Ongoing — Tuesdays and 

Wednesdays, from 9-11 a.m., Disabled 
American Veterans Chapter 99 maintains a 
service office in the New Brockton Police 
Station at 202 South John Street. The office 
will assist veterans who were injured or 
disabled while in military service. DAV 
service officers help veterans and their 
spouses with disability compensation 
claims, Veterans Affairs pensions, death 
benefits, VA medical care, Social Security 
disability benefits, veterans job programs, 
homeless veterans services and other veteran 
services. All veteran services are provided 
free of charge. For more information, call 
718-5707. 

Ongoing — Adult education classes 
are offered in Rm. 12 at New Brockton 
High School, 210 South Tyler St., Mondays 
and Wednesdays from 6-9 p.m. All classes 
are free for individuals 16 years old or 
older who are not enrolled in public school. 
Individuals must take an assessment test 
prior to attending class. Call 894-2350 for 
more information.

OZARK
Ongoing — The Ann Rudd Art 

Center offers free art lessons for children 
ages 5 and older. The young student class 
is Saturdays from 10 a.m. to noon, and the 
adult-teen class is from 12:30-3 p.m. Slots 
are on a first come, first served basis. For 
more information, call 774-7922.

Ongoing — The Friends of Ozark 
holds a monthly meeting on the second 
Tuesday of every month at 6 p.m. at the 
Ozark-Dale County Library. For more 
information, call 477-6221 or email 
wcholmes53@hotmail.com.

PINCKARD
Ongoing — The public is invited to 

the Cross Country Workshop every Sunday 
at 6 p.m. at the Pinckard United Methodist 

Church. For more information, call 983-
3064.

SAMSON
Ongoing — The Samson City Council 

meets monthly the first and third Tuesdays 
at 5:30 p.m. at the Samson Community 
Center. 

Ongoing — American Legion Post 
78 meets monthly on the second Tuesday 
at 7 p.m. 

TROY
Ongoing — Troy Bank and Trust 

Company sponsors senior dance nights 
every Saturday night from 7-10 p.m. at the 
J.O. Colley Senior Complex. The complex 
is transformed into a dance hall and features 
music from the 40s, 50s, and 60s with 
finger foods and refreshments. For more 
information, call Janet Motes at 808-8500.

WIREGRASS AREA
May 21 — Marianna, Florida, will 

host its sixth annual Armed Forces Day 
Commemoration May 21 from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. at the Marianna Municipal Airport. 
Admission is free. There is a $1 pancake 
and sausage breakfast for pilots from 8-10 
a.m. and a $1-per-gallon fuel discount 
(general aviation). Pilots can earn WINGS 
Credit by attending a FAASTeam Aviation 
Safety Seminar with free dinner May 20 
from 6-9 p.m. at 3689 Industrial Park Drive, 
Marianna. People can register on-line at 
Faasafety.gov.

There will also be warbird and civilian 
aircraft displays, a CV-22 Tilt Rotor ground 
tour briefing, a drawing for 15 free rides in 
a Vietnam-era UH-1 Huey, and flights in 
a Cobra gunship for $300. Army Aviation 
Heritage Foundation pilots will present the 
flights. Sky Dive Panama City will perform 
at noon and also the Red Dragon aerial 
demonstration team.

Wiregrass Chapter 1358 of the 
Experimental Association will provide 
free airplane flights for youth ages 8-17. 
Registration begins at 9 a.m. There will 
also be food, and arts and crafts vendors 
and people can take part in the Salute the 
Wounded 5K Fun Run Challenge.

Wiregrass community calendar
If you would like to advertise your event, email Jim Hughes with all the details at jhughes@armyflier.com.

Beyond Briefs

Decatur’s Point Mallard Park will host 
the Alabama Jubilee Hot Air Balloon Fes-
tival May 28-29.

This festival is one of the largest free hot 
air balloon gatherings in the southeast, ac-

cording to organizers. The event will fea-
ture more than 60 balloons with races, key 
grab, tether rides and a balloon glow. There 
will also be arts and crafts, food vendors, 
an antique car and tractor show, musical 
entertainment and children’s activities.

For more information, visit http://www.
alabamajubilee.net.

Army Flier
Staff Reports

Hot air balloons to 
fill Decatur skyline



ARMYFLIER.COM  ❘  May 5, 2016  ★  C5

*APR means annual percentage rate. Quoted rate is the lowest available rate, reflects all possible discounts and is accurate as of 5/1/2016. Your rate will be based on your credit history and may
be higher. Rates and terms are subject to change based on market conditions and borrower eligibility. Offer good for a limited time with approved credit for loans new to AACFCU. Certain restrictions
apply. Contact AACFCU for full details.

aacfcu.com • Bldg. 8937 Red Cloud Road, Fort Rucker
341 North Daleville Avenue, Daleville • 598-4411

Apply at any branch, online, by phone
or at one of our preferred dealerships.

REACHING OUT
DOD-hosted festival sparks interest in science, engineering

WASHINGTON — Students of 
all ages keen on science, technol-
ogy, engineering and mathematics 
enjoyed a bit of futuristic fun at 
the USA Science and Engineering 
Festival held April 15-17.

Facilitators, faculty and mid-
shipmen from the Naval Academy 
and others from across the De-
fense Department hosted the bien-
nial outreach event – the nation’s 
largest of its kind, drawing some 
350,000 participants.

Deputy Assistant Defense Sec-
retary for Research Melissa Flagg 
said the DoD has long been one of 
the largest funders and employers 
in the nation’s science and tech-
nology industries.

“This is an opportunity to make 
sure that the future is as solid as 
we are right now,” she said. (It’s) 
an opportunity to reach people 
where they are – to try to find the 
brightest minds, excite them about 
DoD science and engineering, and 
to let them understand that there 
are a lot of ways that you can do 
science and engineering with the 
military.”

Getting youth interested in 
STEM

She noted the Air Force Re-
search Lab has made great strides 
in science, technology, engineer-
ing and mathematics fields, citing 
developments in the use of direct-
ed energy as one example – spe-
cifically, harnessing microwaves 
to scramble adversarial computer 
activities.

“If you think about wanting to 
stop someone from hacking you 
or from doing different kinds of 
cyber activities, the Air Force Re-
search Lab has actually found a 
way to just fly over and make the 
computer stop,” she said. “You 
might think that video games and 

programming is just something 
you do for fun, but for us, we 
want those kids to know that they 
can grow up and ... be a scientist 
and engineer with the Department 
of Defense and do cool stuff like 
this.”

The Army Research Laboratory 
is exploring emerging robotics 
technologies that enable pilots and 
tank operators to see with the pre-
cision of machines, Flagg said.

“It may seem like a toy that 
you’re remote piloting, but it’s 
also the future of national securi-
ty,” she said. “The Army Research 
Lab is making that happen, right at 
the forefront of making sure that 
the warfighter of the future comes 
home safe.”

Similarly, the Naval Research 
Laboratory, she said, can make a 
3-D printed Millennium Falcon, 
which through emerging technol-
ogy could be piloted by anyone.

“What we see is the future of the 
Department of Defense,” Flagg 

said. “DOD STEM gives us the 
opportunity to go from a plastic 
Millennium Falcon to someone in 
the Air Force actually piloting an 
(unmanned aircraft system) maybe 
1,000 miles away.”

The Naval Academy’s STEM 
Center booth alone drew several 
thousand festival attendees, who 

experienced hands-on, interactive 
demonstrations including zip-line 
engineering, robotics and rocket-
launching technologies.

Midshipman Rachel Vusiek said 
the event targets and helps stu-
dents lacking support or resources 
for a good foundational STEM 
program, and sustains a critical in-

terest in these fields.
“A lot of students initially have 

interest, and that kind of wanes off 
when they get older so we’re try-
ing to get the roots started,” Vus-
iek said. 

Inspiring young minds
She explained that students 

interact and observe their near-
peers’ interest in STEM education, 
which through cyber, robotics and 
mental puzzles, inspire ideas to 
leverage those skills, whether in 
art, music, or in other traditionally 
“non-scientific” realms.

“There’s always a STEM con-
nection,” Vusiek said.

The midshipmen and faculty 
members are taking the dem-
onstrations to underrepresented 
STEM areas such as Detroit; Tul-
sa, Oklahoma; San Diego and Dal-
las, among other cities.

And, Vusiek said, the outreach 
and engagement benefits extend 
beyond the children.

“We get the benefit of having 
interaction with the kids, work-
ing on public speaking skills, and 
learning how to make the most of 
time and accomplish goals, which 
is critical for people who are going 
to become officers,” she said.

Going a step beyond a basic arts-
and-crafts presentation through 
critical thinking and reverse en-
gineering leaves a far-greater im-
pression on the science hopefuls 
who range in age from about 3 to 
18 years old, Vusiek said.

“You identify a need and work 
backwards from what the func-
tion is to how you accomplish that 
function,” she said. “I think that’s 
critical at any understanding of 
STEM.”

The Air Force Research Labora-
tory’s Air Force Maj. Ben Bennett 
said young attendees seemed most 
impressed with tactile elements of 
the demonstrations, from special 
operations to materiel manufactur-
ing and space components.

By Amaani Lyle
Department of Defense News 
Features

Students conduct a science experiment at a Defense Department exhibit at the USA Science and Engineering Festival in Washington, 
D.C., April 15. 

Photos by EJ Hersom

Students conduct a science experiment at a Defense Department exhibit at the USA 
Science and Engineering Festival in Washington, D.C., April 15. 
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Religious 
Services

Worship Services

Except as noted, all 
services are on Sunday

Headquarters Chapel, 
Building 109
8 a.m. Traditional Protes-

tant Service

Main Post Chapel, 
Building 8940
9 a.m. Catholic Mass 

Sunday
11 a.m. Collective 

Protestant Service
12:05 p.m. Catholic 

Mass (Tuesday - Friday)
4 p.m. Catholic Confes-

sions Saturday 
5 p.m. Catholic Mass 

Saturday

Wings Chapel, Build-
ing 6036
8 a.m.  Latter-Day Saints 

Worship Service
9:30 a.m. Protestant 

Sunday School 
10:45 a.m. Wings 

Crossroads (Contempo-
rary Worship Protestant 
Service)
11 p.m. Eckankar Study 
(4th Sunday) 

Spiritual Life Center, 
Building 8939
10:15 a.m.  CCD (except 

during summer months)

Bible Studies

Tuesdays
Crossroads Disciple-

ship Study (Meal/Bible 
Study) 
Wings Chapel, 6:30 

p.m.

Protestant Women of 
the Chapel
Wings Chapel, 9 a.m. 

and 6 p.m.

Adult Bible Study
Spiritual Life Center, 

7 p.m.

Wednesdays
Catholic Women of the 

Chapel 
Spiritual Life Center, 

9 a.m.

Above the Best Bible 
Study
Yano Hall, 11 a.m.

1-14th Avn Regt Bible 
Study
Hanchey AAF, Bldg 

50102N, 
Rm 101, 11:30 a.m.

164th TAOG Bible Study
Bldg 30501, 11:30 a.m.

Precepts Bible Study
Soldier Service Center, 

noon

DOTHAN
1408 Westgate Pkwy
334-792-SKIN (7546)
www.ritualsdothan.com

ENTERPRISE
West Gate Center

334-393-SKIN (7546)
www.ritualsenterprise.com

Make
Every
Day

Beautiful
for Mom
Packages
Starting

at
$45

$5.00
RX Plan
Get a month

Supply of certain
medications!

Elba

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all states or all GEICO companies. GEICO is a registered service mark of Government Employees Insurance
Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. GEICO Gecko image© 1999-2016.© 2016 GEICO

Proudly Serving
the Military

and Government
Civilians since

1936.

For more information 
about animal adoptions, 
call the Veterinary Clinic at 
255-9061. The Stray Facil-
ity needs donations such 
as dry or canned foods for 
cats, dogs, kittens and pup-
pies, as well as blankets, 
toys and towels.  Dona-
tions can be dropped off at 
the Veterinary Clinic.

Adopt 
a pet



FORT LEONARD WOOD, Mo. — Spc. Fesuiaigaomalo-
fou “Ina” Liaina is accustomed to being part of a team.

As a former college and NFL fullback, he played before 
thousands of screaming fans.

Liaina said he felt pride when putting on a jersey for game 
days for almost six years. When his playing days were over, 
something was missing.

“I was missing the passion,” Liaina said, adding that the 
team aspect of having someone to watch his back and pick 
him up when he was down was also missing from his life.

So, he decided to join America’s team – the U.S. Army.
Liaina, B Company, 84th Chemical Battalion, is current-

ly training to become a chemical, biological, radiological 
and nuclear specialist.

Liaina was born in American Samoa, but spent the ma-
jority of his youth in California. He played rugby and vol-
leyball, while growing up in Carson and Oxnard. He didn’t 
start playing football until the eighth grade. Even then, he 
said, he wasn’t thinking about being a professional athlete. 
He wanted to serve in the military.

“I always wanted to be a Soldier, when I was younger,” 
Liaina said. “I have an older brother in the military. I looked 
up to my older brother and wanted to follow him, but I 
picked up football. My whole life changed from there.”

Playing football provided the opportunity to continue his 
education at San Jose State University where he earned a 
degree in health sciences.

Following graduation, Liaina signed a free-agent con-
tract with the Miami Dolphins. He wasn’t in Miami for very 
long before being released. 

Liaina returned to San Jose to work as a financial adviser 
and insurance salesman. He said the job was not something 
he saw himself doing long-term.

“I’m social, but I’m not a people person,” he said. 
It wasn’t long before Liaina was offered another opportu-

nity to play football. This time in Green Bay, Wisconsin.
While at a workout with some college teammates, the 

Green Bay Packers noticed his talents. They offered him a 
contract the next day, Liaina said.

After playing sparingly in preseason games, Liaina was 
again released.

He said he tried a few jobs working with children, but it 
was not for him.

“I couldn’t work a regular job after going from a contact 
sport ... to (sitting at a desk),” Liaina said.

He said he wanted career options where he could get that 
contact and regain some of the pride of being a part of a 
team. He was considering becoming a police officer when 
his brother, Staff Sgt. Toloaí Sosene, 1st Heavy Brigade 
Combat Team, 1st Infantry Division, Fort Riley, Kansas, 
reminded him of his desire to serve his country in the mili-
tary.

“I thought about it for about a day and I went to the re-
cruiters’ office the next day,” Liaina said.

With the prospect of football behind him, Liaina has set 

his sights on being the best Soldier he can be.
“There are a lot of things I want to do in the military,” he 

said. “I want to go to Airborne School, Ranger School, if 
possible. I love it so far.”

His platoon sergeant, Sgt. 1st Class Devon Goodwin, 
calls him a quiet professional who does not like the spot-
light.

“He kept (his football career) quiet for a while,” he said. 
“It doesn’t take much to motivate him, to get him to step up. 
I can see him being a great leader.”

It’s because of his leadership that Liaina has been as-
signed as a squad leader in B Co.

“I’m not a very outspoken person, or outspoken leader,” 
he said. “As a Soldier, I’m not going to yell and scream 
at you to do this, but I will try to do my best to follow the 
rules. I try to fix myself first, and then walk like a Soldier, 
move like a Soldier, act like a Soldier, so when other Sol-
diers look at me they can respect that. I just try to lead by 
example.”

Soldiers in his squad said he is a calm and composed 
leader who they all look up to.

Liaina credits the leadership he has at 84th Chemical 
Battalion, specifically Goodwin and 1st Sgt. Jerry Wing, for 
setting the example of how to be an Army leader for him.

“It motivates me when I see leaders, like them, who lead 
by example,” Liaina said. “They don’t just tell you what 
to do – they actually do it with you. They are walking ex-
amples – that’s the type of leader I want to be.”

Wing was humbled.
“As an NCO, I’m supposed to be the example and in-

fluence others to do the same,” Wing said. “I’m glad he 
admires that and is wanting to incorporate (my leadership 
style) into his.”

When B Co. graduates May 17, Liaina said it would be 
the beginning of what he hopes will be a long career.

“It feels great when I put on my uniform in the morn-
ing,” Liaina said. “You are not just representing yourself, 
you are representing your last name, you are representing 
your family, you are representing your battle buddies, you 
are representing your sergeant and you are representing the 
United States of America.”

Childhood obesity has become 
somewhat of an epidemic in the 
United States, but Fort Rucker 
is doing its part to take the fight 
against childhood obesity to its 
source.

The Fort Rucker Child, Youth 
and School Services held a youth 
health fair April 27 at the youth 
center to promote healthy living 
at an early age, and children and 
families came out to jump into 
healthy living habits, said Randy 
Tolison, Fort Rucker Youth Sports 
director.

 “We wanted to make sure par-
ents and youth are aware of the 
many different healthy, therapeu-
tic and safety programs that are 
offered here on Fort Rucker to 
them,” he said. “This event allows 
young people to see what resourc-
es are available to them for making 
healthy choices throughout life.”

Representatives from all over 

post who work in physical thera-
py, the dental clinic, preventative 
medicine, the Directorate of Pub-
lic Safety and the family advocacy 
program were on hand to answer 
any questions that children or par-
ents had.

Throughout the fair, children 
who signed up were able to learn 
about ways to keep proper dental 
hygiene, the importance of healthy 
eating habits, have their measure-
ments taken and even learn a bit 
about Army Community Service 
and the services they provide Sol-
diers and families on post.

Tolison said with today’s youth 
exposed to so many different 
lifestyle choices, it’s important 
to make children aware that they 
have the option to live a healthy 
lifestyle and educate them on the 
dangers of ignoring proper hy-
giene, nutrition and diet.

Naomi Small, military spouse, 
visited the fair with her two chil-
dren, David and Dillion, and said 
that making sure her children know 

the importance of healthy living is 
her responsibility as a parent.

“It’s really hard to talk to your 
kids about being healthier because 
usually they’re not going to listen 
to what you have to say,” she said. 
“I think the fair really helps out a 
lot because there are people here 

that they’re used to seeing and 
talking to, and their friends are 
here too, so they might be more 
inclined to listen.”

Small said that although she 
controls most of what her chil-
dren eat, she wants to make sure 
they can make the right decisions 

for themselves when they get 
older.

“I try not to be too strict on 
them with their diet and I expose 
them to every type of food, even 
junk food because I want them to 
know what options are out there,” 
she said. “Even when they get to 
eat junk food, I make sure to let 
them know that it’s not always the 
best option for them and too much 
of it isn’t healthy. I just hope that 
they’re able to take the lessons 
they learn here from actual profes-
sionals and take them to heart.”

Those lessons are the entire 
purpose of the event, said Gina 
Vaughan, CYSS nurse, who was 
on hand to promote health by 
providing education for children 
to get a jump start on healthy 
living.

“It’s about raising awareness and 
showing the children what they 
can do to improve their health,” 
she said. “Teach them healthy hab-
its now so that they can go ahead 
and incorporate them in life.”
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Health army strong
Green Beret returns to 
service after amputation 

Story on Page D3and Fitness

Theresa Osteen, dietitian at Lyster Army Health Clinic, plays games with children 
during the CYSS youth health fair April 27 at the Fort Rucker Youth Center to 
promote healthy lifestyles.

Photo by Nathan Pfau

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

HEALTHY HABITS
Fair helps youth make best lifestyle choices

By Stephen Standifird
Fort Leonard Wood Public Affairs

Spc. Ina Liaina listens to instructions before assuming the role of 
incident commander for a simulated mass-casualty decontamination 
drill as part of CBRN advanced individual training.

Photo by Stephen Standifird

Army graphic

Former pro football player joins Army

Runners take off at the start of the Fort Rucker Army 10-Mile Run Off and Team Relay Saturday. 

Photo by Nathan Pfau

Army 10-miler Run Off The Army Public Health Center (Provisional) Vet-
erinary Services Portfolio recently announced the 
launch of the “Veterinary Connections” newsletter. 

“Veterinary Connections” is a quarterly newslet-
ter written by Army veterinary services personnel for 
service members, retirees and other Department of 
Defense beneficiaries. The newsletter is designed to 
provide DOD beneficiaries with practical and useful 
information about animal health, food safety and one 
health. One health refers to the interactions between 
animals, humans and the environment, said Lt. Col. 
Wendy Mey, APHC.

The premier edition includes information beneficia-
ries can use on such topics as protecting themselves 
from salmonella infection resulting from contami-
nated pet food, keeping their dogs safe from artificial 
sweetener poisoning, learning about egg safety, and 
learning about the benefits of and special safety con-
siderations when shopping at farmers markets. 

Each edition also includes links to help readers lo-
cate their local Army veterinary treatment facility, as 
well as an e-mail address for reader feedback.

Veterinary Connections is currently available for 
download from the APHC (P) at http://phc.amedd.
army.mil/whatsnew/Pages/PublicationDetails.aspx?ty
pe=VeterinaryConnections. 

Printed copies will be available for customers at 
Army veterinary treatment facilities. VTF personnel 
may order print copies from the APHC (P) Health 
Information Products e-Catalog at https://usaph-
capps.amedd.army.mil/HIOShoppingCart/viewItem.
aspx?id=751. 

Army veterinary services personnel serve around 
the world supporting the Department of Defense as 
proponents for animal health and food protection.

For more information, visit http://phc.amedd.army.
mil/organization/hq/dvet/Pages/default.aspx.

By Essie Pfau
Army Public Health Center

veterinary 
connections
Army Public Health Center 
launches veterinary newsletter
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EGLIN AIR FORCE BASE, Fla. — A 
Special Forces NCO has returned to full 
active-duty service 2 1/2 years after his 
hand was amputated to free him from un-
derneath a vehicle before a suicide bomber 
could strike a deadly blow against him and 
his team.

Sgt. 1st Class Ivan Morera, a Miami na-
tive and a Special Forces medic, continues 
to serve with the 7th Special Forces Group 
(Airborne), despite being severely wound-
ed in a vehicle roll-over in Afghanistan.

In August 2013, an insurgent on a mo-
torcycle drove up to the front-left tire of 
the MRAP All-Terrain Vehicle that Morera 
was driving. Aware of intelligence reports 
stating insurgents were employing suicide 
bombers on motorcycles, Morera swerved 
to avoid the attacker. The insurgent pursued 
Morera’s vehicle, even as he swerved mul-
tiple times. The final time Morera swerved, 
the vehicle went off the road. When he 
over-corrected to return to the road, the ve-
hicle began to roll over. While the vehicle 
flipped, the driver’s side door next to More-
ra broke off its hinges and combat lock.

“I woke up and noticed my hand had been 
crushed. I called out for my team sergeant. 
He unstrapped himself and put a tourniquet 
on my arm,” said Morera recalling the af-
termath of the roll-over. “He called over 
my junior medic who put an additional 
tourniquet on and they had to complete the 
amputation in order to pull me out of the 
vehicle.”

In addition to the loss of a hand, he suf-
fered severe damage to his left shoulder 
and knee during the roll-over. 

After Morera was medically evacuated, 
the motorcycle-borne suicide bomber re-
turned to attack the Special Forces team, 
killing himself by detonating his improvised 
explosive device and wounding a number 

of the Green Berets still at the scene of the 
accident.

The remaining medic immediately began 
to evaluate and treat wounds caused by the 
blast as other members of the team contin-
ued to recover the damaged vehicle back to 
a coalition base.

Morera began his recuperation at the 
Center for the Intrepid at Brooke Army 
Medical Center in San Antonio, Texas. Fif-
teen days after his initial hospitalization, 
Morera reported for physical and occupa-
tional therapies. 

“My recovery, at first, was pretty easy and 
I was excelling. But within three months, I 
started to get depressed when things got a 
little harder,” said Morera about his recov-
ery. “In January 2014, I had reconstructive 

knee surgery and set new goals on getting 
out of the CFI (Center for the Intrepid) and 
returning to 7th Group within five months. 
I was able to reach that goal and come 
home.”

Extremely competitive and fitness orien-
tated, the loss of a hand and severe wounds 
to his left shoulder and knee dealt a critical 
blow to Morera’s identity as a husband, fa-
ther and Special Forces operator. Physical 
performance is critical to a Special Forces 
Soldier and initially, he had no idea how he 
was going to recover to his previous capa-
bilities. Family and faith proved to be the 
inspiration the former Green Beret Medic 
needed.

“It’s because of my spiritual identity that 
I was able to stay strong and because of my 
faith in God,” said Morera about the source 
of his inner strength and drive to recover. 

In physical therapy, he began the arduous 
task of strengthening his knee and shoulder 
to prepare them for reconstructive surgery. 
Efforts in occupational therapy focused on 
learning how to use his prosthetics. Espe-
cially challenging was learning how to con-
tract specific muscles in his arm to control 
his prosthetic hand. 

Morera returned to the 7th SFG (A)’s 
compound at Eglin in June of 2014. The 
very next day after his arrival, he reported 
to the Group’s Force Preservation Direc-
torate housed the unit’s Combat Readiness 
Training Facility. 

The FPD’s approach to the recovery of 
wounded Green Berets like Morera is both 
holistic in manner and comprehensive in 
aspects of mental, physical and spiritual 
recovery. The directorate’s cadre, which 
includes a dietician, psychologists, perfor-
mance coaches and a physical therapist, 
embraced Morera and worked to channel 
his drive to excel once again.

Morera spends much of his time with 
members of the Group’s Tactical Human 
Optimization, Rapid Rehabilitation and 

Reconditioning Program. 
Mike Sanders, director of the THOR3 

program, coordinates much of Morera’s 
physical conditioning. The mental identity 
of a Soldier and especially a Green Beret is 
often tied to their physical performance on 
the battlefield, in the gym and in everyday 
life Sanders said. 

The THOR3 program is an essential 
component to the recovery of a Special 
Forces Soldier like Morera, Sanders added, 
because it helps restore something that of-
ten violently is taken away from him and 
leaves not only physical trauma, but mental 
trauma as well. 

“Being able to see my kids every day and 
being able to show them if you continue to 
push forward and have faith, you can get 
through anything,” said Morera about the 
inspiration that continues to drive him to-
wards his ultimate goal of returning to a 
Special Forces team. “I love my children 
deeply and when they tell me I’m their 
hero, that motivates me to go further.”

Morera passed a major milestone towards 
his goal in April 2015 when he conducted 
his first static-line parachute jump since be-
ing wounded. Since then, he’s completed 
seven more jumps for a total of eight with 
his prosthetic arm. 

His next intended breakthrough takes 
him above the clouds to be able to conduct 
military freefall operations. He and a team 
of experts are looking into the dynamics 
of conducting High Altitude Low Open-
ing parachute jumps with prosthetics and 
what specialized gear might be necessary 
to make it possible.

“Continue to move forward. Don’t let 
your situation define who you are,” Morera 
advises other members of the Special Forces 
community who have sustained such life-
altering wounds. “Don’t let your situation 
stop you from your goals. Everything 
and anything is possible with faith and 
determination.”
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Sgt. Whitney Conder of the U.S. Army World Class 
Athlete Program advances to the women’s freestyle 
53-kilogram finals of the 2016 U.S. Olympic Wres-
tling Team Trials on April 10 at Carver-Hawkeye Are-
na on the University of Iowa campus in Iowa City. 

Photo by Staff Sgt. Bryan Henson
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Green Beret returns to service after amputation
By Maj. Thomas Cieslak
U.S. Army Special Operations Command

USKA
SUMMER KARATE CAMP
Experience an
exciting adventure
in the USKA
Summer Karate
camp. Your kids
will enjoy weekly
Karate Classes
& Video Games.
Including Basketball,
Softball, Inflatable
& BBQ at the Park.
Wait there’s more!
Weekly Movies
at the Theatre,
Bowling, Music
Classes and much
more. Invite your
friends to attend
and have a summer
you will never forget.

BEGINS
MAY 30, 2016

THROUGH
JULY 29, 2016

7:30 AM - 5:30 PM

SIGN UP TODAY!

LOW AS

$65
WEEKLY

SUMMER CAMP
OPEN TO PUBLIC

FAMILY DISCOUNTS!

1145 James Drive • enterprise, aL
(BEHIND BURGER KING)

334-475-4308

www.scorpionkarate1.com

560-3 Westgate ParkWay • (334) 699-5007
Next to Butcher’s Block • Military Discount

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

All Feetures! socks are

BUY 3 GET 1 FREE
for the month of May. Offer expires May 31, 2016

Fort RUcker Sports Briefs
Free golf lesson

People looking for some quick tips on 
how to build their golf skills can receive a 
free 10-minute lesson from PGA Profes-
sional Dale Wiggins at Silver Wings Golf 
Course Saturday from 9-11 a.m. For an ap-
pointment, call 598-2449.

Mother’s Day Bowl 
People who bring their moms to Rucker 

Lanes Sunday can enjoy the Mother’s Day 
Bowl special from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. The 
special includes bowling for 25 cents per 
game and 50-cent shoe rentals. For more 
information, call 255-9503.

Mother’s Day Fitness
Fortenberry-Colton Fitness Center 

will host a day for mothers to try fitness 
classes for free May 13. Classes will 
begin at 8:30 a.m. and continue until 
after lunch. For the class schedule, visit 
http://rucker.armymwr.com/us/rucker/
programs/fitness-centers. All moms who 
participate will be entered into a drawing 

for a one-month free fitness card. 
For more information, call 255-3794.

Disc golf tournament
The Fort Rucker Physical Fitness Center 

will host a disc golf tournament May 14 
at 9 a.m. at the disc golf course. The tour-
nament will be 18 holes with participants 
paired randomly, followed by another 18 
holes with participants paired by age and 
score. Trophies will be awarded in vari-
ous categories. The cost is $20 for people 
who sign up on or before Saturday and $25 
after Saturday. All pre-registered competi-
tors will receive a T-shirt. Competitors reg-
istering after Saturday will receive T-shirts 
while supplies last. 

For more information or to sign up, call 
255-2296 or 255-2997.

Survivors and Fallen Heroes 5K
The Fort Rucker Physical Fitness Center 

will host its Survivors and Fallen Heroes 
5K May 21 starting at 8 a.m. at West Beach, 
Lake Tholocco. Race-day registration be-

gins at 6:30 a.m. Participants are encour-
aged to pre-register at either PFC. The fun 
run will begin after the 5K race is complete. 
The fun run is open to all children, free of 
charge. Each fun run participant will receive 
a medal. For the race, costs per individual is 
$20 with a shirt through May 14; $25 May 
15 and after with a shirt (while supplies 
last). Refreshments will be provided. The 
race is open to the public. Trophies will be 
awarded in various categories. 

For more information, call 255-2296.

Memorial Day Flag Tournament
Silver Wings Golf Course will host its 

Memorial Day Flag Tournament May 28 
with tee times from 7-9 a.m. People can 
call the golf shop to schedule a tee time to 
participate in our flag event. Players will 
receive a flag with their name and target 
score. Target score is determined by taking 
100-percent of a player’s handicap and add-
ing it to par – a 12 handicap would have a 
target score of 84: handicap + par 72. When 
players reach their target score, they place 

the flag where the ball comes to rest. Par-
ticipants can register as late as 9 a.m. the 
day of the tournament. Entry costs $5, plus 
green fees and cart fee. Players must have 
a valid handicap. Prizes will be awarded 
based on the number of participants. 

For more information, call 598-2449.

Memorial Day Stars and Strikes
Rucker Lanes will host its Stars and 

Strikes special May 30 from 10 a.m. to 10 
p.m. People can bowl for 25 cents per game 
and get 50-cent shoe rentals. For more in-
formation, call 255-9503.

Golf lunch and a lesson
Silver Wings Golf Course will host its 

lunch and a lesson special on Wednesdays 
in May from noon to 1 p.m. The special in-
cludes lunch, golf balls and a golf lesson for 
$20. There needs to be a minimum of three 
participants to conduct a lesson. Registra-
tion, payment and lunch selection are due a 
day prior to the event.

For more information, call 598-2449.
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3112 Ross Clark Circle #3 • Dothan, AL 36303
Across from Planet Fitness • Next to Dove Christian

334-446-1218 • www.chowkingal.com
12,300 SQ. FT. FULLY REMODELED RESTAURANT

SEATING FOR 450 • RESERVATIONS WELCOME
PARTY ROOM SEATING FOR UP TO 120 PEOPLE

Serving Chinese, Japanese, American, & Noodle Soup Bar

GRILL & BUFFETGRILL & BUFFET

BUFFET OPEN
7 DAYS A WEEK

SUNDAY - THURSDAY

10:30 am - 9:30 pm
FRIDAY - SATURDAY

10:30 am - 10:00 pm

SPECIA
L

LUNCH: Mon - Fri $5.99 • Sat - Sun $8.99

DINNER: Mon - Sun $10.99
DRINKS $1.79 • HOT TEA 95¢

la
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