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Bikers 
receive 
blessing, 
safety 
talk

As Fort Rucker riders take to the 
roads on their motorcycles, post offi-
cials are looking to keep those motor-
ists safe and aware as they take to the 
streets.

Fort Rucker’s religious support office 
held its Biker Blessing and Breakfast 
on the lawn of Wings Chapel Saturday 
as a way to provide Soldiers, civilians, 
veterans and other motorcycle enthusi-
asts fellowship and prayer with other 
riders.

Col. Allan R. Pepin, U.S. Army Avia-
tion Center of Excellence chief of staff, 

attended the event and encouraged 
people to stay safe and to remember to 
be thankful for the freedom to ride.

“I’ve been riding for 40 years and I 
realize that I’ve been blessed having 
grown up in a family of deep faith,” 
he said. “There are times I could have 
killed myself (while riding), but there 

was definitely someone looking out for 
me. I did a lot of stupid things when I 
was younger riding motorcycles.

“I definitely believe the man upstairs 
was looking out for that young Al who 
was pushing limits in every way,” said 

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

See blessing, Page A5
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A crowd of Soldiers, family and friends, 
and members of the community gathered 
at Howze Field April 6 to welcome a new 
commanding general to the U.S. Army 
Aviation Center of Excellence and Fort 
Rucker.

Maj. Gen. William K. Gayler, USAACE 
and Fort Rucker commanding general, as-
sumed command from Maj. Gen.  Michael 
D. Lundy during a formal change of com-
mand ceremony.

Lt. Gen. Robert B. Brown, commanding 
general of the U.S. Army Combined Arms 
Center and Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, 
hosted the ceremony. He commended the 
Lundy and Gayler families, and empha-
sized the importance of community support 
to Army Aviation and its leadership.

“It’s leaders like Bill and Mike, for sure, 
but it’s this community, and this tremen-
dous gathering of retired leaders, general 
officers, sergeants major, warrant officers 
and our community leadership that pro-
duces the greatest Aviators in the world and 
makes this the greatest aviation training 
center in the world,” Brown said.

Gayler comes to Fort Rucker from U.S. 

Army Europe where he served as deputy 
commanding general.

Gayler is no stranger to Fort Rucker. 
Commissioned as an Aviation officer in 
1988, he served as deputy director of the 
Directorate of Evaluation and Standard-
ization, and as aide-de-camp to a former 
USAACE commanding general

He previously commanded the 3-101st 
Aviation Regiment (“Eagle Attack”) and 
101st Combat Aviation Brigade (“Destiny”) 
at Fort Campbell, Kentucky. He served as 
deputy commanding general (Support), 7th 
Infantry Division at Joint Base Lewis Mc-
Chord, Washington; and director of the Of-
ficer Personnel Management Directorate, 
Human Resources Command. 

His deployments include Operations Des-
ert Shield and Desert Storm, Operation En-
during Freedom and multiple deployments 
in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom.

During the ceremony, the U.S. Army 
Aviation Colors were passed from Lundy 
to Brown to Gayler, signifying the transfer 
of command from outgoing to incoming 
commander.

Brown described Gayler as a proven 
combat leader who builds solid teams and 
encourages leaders to take initiative. 

“I have no doubt Bill will open an excit-

ing new chapter at our nation’s premiere 
Aviation institution,” Brown said.

Brown said Gayler has the “perfect back-
ground” for the job, having led combat 
Aviation units around the world.

“He just knows how important it is for 
us to offer the very best training, the best 
concepts for our Army, the best doctrine, 
the best education so our forces can excel 
at any mission called upon in this increas-
ingly complex operating environment,” 

Brown said.
Gayler thanked attendees and Soldiers on 

the field who stood in formation on the pa-
rade field behind him against a backdrop of 
Army helicopters.

“My family and I are absolutely honored 
and humbled at this opportunity to come 
back home,” Gayler said. “The privilege 
of leading this Branch, and the Fort Rucker 
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Maj. Gen. William K. Gayler speaks shortly after assuming command of USAACE and Fort Rucker during 
a change of command ceremony April 6 at Howze Field.

By Kelly P. Morris
USAACE Public Affairs Specialist

Above the best
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Chaplain (Capt.) Nwag Bara performs blessings for bikers during the Biker Blessing and Breakfast 
in front of Wings Chapel Saturday.

Sexual assault continues to be an ongo-
ing issue throughout the armed forces and 
can have a lasting impact on victims, but 
Fort Rucker continues its fight to combat 
the issue by keeping victims at the fore-
front.

The Fort Rucker Sexual Harassment/
Assault Response Program held presen-
tations Monday and Tuesday in order to 
bring awareness not only to the issue of 
sexual assault, but to give perspective on 
what a sexual assault may have on the 
victim.

Veraunda Jackson, attorney for the De-
partment of Children and Families, was 
invited to speak to Fort Rucker about pre-
vention and education on sex crimes, and 
how they relate to victims.

“One out of three women has been 
sexually assaulted before they come into 
the military, and one out of six men has 
been sexually assaulted before they reach 
the age of 18,” she said. “Whether you’ve 
been assaulted in the military or not, peo-
ple are dealing with the impact of sexual 
violence in their life, and I think it’s very 
important to focus on that healing pro-
cess.”

Jackson, who was the victim of a sexual 
assault at the age of 16, speaks from expe-
rience as she shared her story.

“I was raped by a stranger at 16 years 
old,” she said. “I didn’t tell my story for 
seven months and that was only because 
I had missed 54 days of school and they 
wanted to know why.”

Jackson said after the assault, she went 
through the gambit of emotions.

“I was angry – angry that this man stole 
my ability to walk alone and feel safe,” 
she said. “I was depressed. I would stay in 
my room, and I wouldn’t do anything or 
eat anything.”

Additionally, she said she was constant-
ly gripped with anxiety and fear, not only 

See sharp, Page A5
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By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

Speaker focuses
on victim’s view

Fort Rucker, USAACE welcome
new commanding general

The Earth and its resources may seem infinite to some, but 
what Mother Nature provides is very limited, according to Fort 
Rucker environmental specialists.

For that reason, the installation is doing what it can to edu-
cate the public on going green and how to be good environ-
mental stewards.

Fort Rucker will celebrate its fifth Earth Day Expo at the fes-
tival fields April 21 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. as a way to educate 
those across the installation and the Wiregrass on how to better 
take care of the environment, according to Darrell Hager, en-
vironmental protection specialist for the Environmental Man-
agement Branch.

Various businesses and organizations have been invited to 
attend the event to showcase products, services and demon-
strations designed to help people better serve the environment 

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

Fort Rucker environmental expo, events aim to help people ‘go green’

Earth day
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George Marodis (right), U.S. Department of Agriculture sourcewater spe-
cialist, demonstrates to people how dumping chemicals and waste into 
the ground can seep into ground water and contaminate the water sup-
ply during a previous Earth Day Expo. See earth, Page A4

See rucker, Page A5



WASHINGTON — The mili-
tary’s ability to accomplish its 
missions — whether executing 
today’s fight or training for future 
ones — is dependent on electric-
ity that powers installations. 

The Army and Air Force have 
identified energy resilience as a 
critical objective, advancing the 
capability for their systems, in-
stallations, and personnel to re-
spond to and recover from unex-
pected disruptions. 

The Air Force recently estab-
lished its Office of Energy Assur-
ance, which will develop an inte-
grated facility energy portfolio. 

The Army’s Energy Initiatives 
Task Force was established in 
September 2011, and became an 
enduring organization, the Office 
of Energy Initiatives, in October 
2014. The OEI serves as the cen-
tral management office for imple-
menting large-scale renewable 
and alternative energy projects, 
while leveraging private sector 
financing. 

Now, both offices will share 
support staff, business processes 
and best practices. 

The services formalized this 
partnership April 6 during a cere-
mony at the Pentagon. The mem-
orandum of agreement, signed by 
Katherine Hammack, the assistant 
secretary of the Army for instal-
lations, energy and environment; 
and Miranda Ballentine, the as-
sistant secretary of the Air Force 
for installations, environment and 
energy, shows the importance 
both services place on clean, reli-
able and affordable energy.

Hammack stressed this partner-
ship was vital for the Defense De-
partment and would continue to 
push the Army’s energy goals.

“The Departments of the Army 
and the Air Force share a com-
mon commitment to securing our 
installations with energy that is 
clean, reliable and affordable,” 
Hammack said. “I am pleased 
that through this agreement, we 
can share lessons learned and le-
verage the relationships we have 
developed with government, in-
dustry and utilities for the benefit 
of both our services.”

While the establishment of the 
Air Force OEA cemented the Air 
Force’s focus on energy resil-
iency and strategic energy agility, 
Ballentine said this partnership 
would advance that capability.

“This Army-Air Force part-
nership will accelerate our goal 
of providing mission assurance 
through energy assurance,” Bal-
lentine said. “The Air Force, Army 
and Navy fight the fight together 
– we are one joint force and our 
jointness is what makes us formi-
dable around the world. Installa-
tion energy projects are another 
area where a joint-approach and 
strong collaboration can help us 
do more, faster.” 

Lt. Gen. John Cooper, the Air 

Force deputy chief of staff for 
logistics, engineering and force 
protection, also signed the memo 
and said the Air Force is a glob-
ally networked force with critical 
missions and operations that are 
reliant on access to energy to ac-
complish the mission. 

“We execute almost all our mis-
sions from our air bases, so build-
ing partnerships like this will en-
sure our resources and approaches 
are focused on mission assurance 
and resiliency,” he said.

Lt. Gen. David Halverson, the 
Army assistant chief of staff for 
installation management, also 
signed the memo on behalf of the 
Army. 

“This agreement is a frame-

work for collaboration between 
the Army and the Air Force on 
policies, procedures and part-
nerships that support our energy 
missions,” Halverson said. “We 
are excited to work with the Air 
Force in this effort. This partner-
ship will identify and expand po-
tential renewable energy opportu-
nities across Army and Air Force 
installations.”

According to the memo, the 
partnership provides a framework 
for cooperation and support in the 
development of renewable energy 
projects, establishes the expecta-
tions and requirements of each 
service, and demonstrates both 
services’ focus on achieving en-
ergy assurance.
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Perspective

David Selzer, 
veteran

 “Be aware of their children 
and what they’re doing. Just 
pay attention to them.”

“Make sure to be involved in 
your children’s lives or even in 
your friends’ children’s lives. 
Parents and adults should be a 
positive and relevant influence 
to children. ”

“The most important thing is if 
they notice something is wrong, 
then they need to report it. Igno-
rance can be the worst enemy 
to child abuse and ignoring it is 
just as bad as doing it.”

“Be observant of children’s 
behavior and do what you 
can to make sure children feel 
safe.”

Sterling McClennon, 
veteran

Capt. Whitney Sims, 
A Co., 1st Bn., 

145th Avn. Regt. 

CW3 Ken Dyson, 
Georgia National Guard

 “If they see something 
that’s strange or if a child is 
acting differently, they should 
question it and make sure 
everything is OK at home.”

Brooke Garcia, 
Army spouse

COMMAND

Maj. Gen. William K. Gayler
Fort Rucker Commanding general

Col. Shannon T. Miller
Fort Rucker Garrison Commander

Lisa Eichhorn
Fort Rucker Public Affairs Officer

Jim Hughes
Command information Officer

David C. Agan Jr.
Command information Officer As-
sistant

EDITORIAL STAFF

Jim Hughes
acting Editor.............................255-1239

jhughes@armyflier.com

Jeremy P. Henderson
Systems & Design editor....255-2253

jhenderson@armyflier.com

Nathan Pfau
STAFF WRITER................................255-2690
npfau@armyflier.com

BUSINESS OFFICE
Robert T. Jesswein
Project manager....................702-6032

rjesswein@dothaneagle.com

Jerry Morgan
regional sales director .....702-2631

jmorgan@dothaneagle.com

Laren Allgood
Display advertising...............393-9718

lallgood@eprisenow.com

Mable Ruttlen
Display advertising...............393-9713
mruttlen@eprisenow.com

Classified Ads................(800) 779-2557

Statement of Publication authorization

The Army Flier is an autho-
rized publication for members 
of the Department of Defense. 
Contents of the Army Flier are 
not necessarily the official views 
of, or endorsed by, the U.S. 
government, or the Department 
of the Army. 

The editorial content of this 
publication is the responsibility 
of the Fort Rucker Public Affairs 
Office. 

Ten thousand copies are 
published weekly by The Dothan 
Eagle, a private company in no 
way connected with the U.S. 
government under exclusive 
contract with the Department of 
the Army. 

The appearance of advertis-
ing in this publication, including 
inserts or supplements, does not 
constitute endorsement by the 
U.S. Army or The Dothan Eagle.

Business matters

For business, advertisements, 
subscriptions or to report print-
ing errors, contact The Dothan 
Eagle, 227 N. Oates St., Dothan, 
AL 36303 or call (334) 792-3141. 

The Dothan Eagle is responsible 
for all printing matters and com-
mercial advertising. 

Deadlines are Friday at 2 p.m. 
for the following week’s edition. 

All editorial content of the 
Army Flier is prepared, edited, 
provided and approved by the 
Public Affairs Office, U.S. Army 
Aviation Center of Excellence 
and Fort Rucker, AL.

Equal Opportunity Statement

Everything advertised in this 
publication shall be made 
available for purchase, use 
or patronage without regard 
to race, color, religion, sex, 

national origin, age, marital 
status, physical handicap, 
political affiliation or any 
other non-merit factor of the 
purchaser, user or patron. 

If a violation or rejection of 
this equal opportunity policy by 
an advertiser is confirmed, the 
publisher shall refuse to print 
advertising from that source until 
the violation is corrected.

Editorial contacts
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Rotor 
Wash

April is Child Abuse 
Prevention Month. How 
can people commit to 
take up the charge to 

fight child abuse?

“

”

Secretary of the Air Force
Command Information Report

BETTER TOGETHER
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Hammock, Miranda Ballentine, Lt. Gen. David Halverson, and Air Force Lt. Gen. John Cooper during the signing of the 
memorandum.

Army, Air Force build partnership for energy assurance
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Katherine Hammack signs memorandum 
of an agreement that formalizes the 
partnership between the service energy 
offices at the Pentagon, Washington, 
D.C., April 6.
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FORT SAM HOUSTON, 
Texas — Lt. Gen. Kenneth Dahl 
and Maj. Gen. Lawarren Pat-
terson recently co-chaired the 
sixth Cyber Installation Support 
Summit at U.S. Army Instal-
lation Management Command 
Headquarters.

Cyber and communication 
protocols have become inte-
grated into nearly every thread 
of modern society – commerce, 
communications, energy, water 
and facilities – to the point that 
a cyber security breach, depend-
ing upon severity, has the poten-
tial to disrupt life as we know 
it.

Patterson, the deputy com-
manding general for operations 
and chief of staff for IMCOM, 
helped stand up the initial cy-
ber summit in late 2014 and has 
been a stalwart throughout the 
process.

“A few years ago it became 
apparent that the growth of cy-
ber within the Army and the 
Department of Defense was 
going to become a very large, 
complex mission, particularly 
from the standpoint of building 
out facilities to support cyber 
training and operations,” Patter-
son explained. “The anticipated 
growth will take years in some 
instances because the dollars 
that have to be planned for and 
allocated will take a concerted 
effort, and the teamwork of 
many organizations and agen-

cies.”
The team has more than dou-

bled in number, and involves 
far more entities than just the 
Army. 

“What started as the first sum-
mit of about 40 people repre-
senting various elements of the 
Army has grown and expanded 
to include NSA (National Secu-
rity Agency), U.S. Cyber Com-
mand, sister services and the 
reserve components. Today you 
see participation of around 100 
people,” Patterson said in ref-
erence to the group assembled 
inside the IMCOM Operations 
Center.

Originally, the focus was on 
facilities and growth primar-
ily in three locations for which 
the Army is responsible: Fort 
Gordon, Georgia; Fort Meade, 
Maryland; and Fort Belvoir, 

Virginia. Some growth at West 
Point, New York, was also part 
of the original intent.

“Since then, we’ve expand-
ed,” Patterson said. “From Day 
1, we always wanted to be in-
clusive, not exclusive – so we 
invited all the stakeholders to be 
a part of the process.”

Dahl, who co-chaired his first 
cyber summit here, said he prob-
ably learned more than anyone 
as the “rookie” in the room.

“What I took away is there 
is a tremendous amount of tal-
ent that comes together for this 
event from all the various orga-
nizations that have some stake 
in cyber defense, cyber security, 
or the support of standing up 
that capability,” Dahl said. “I’m 
much more comfortable with all 
this now than I was before. I got 
to interact and see the quality 

of the leadership, the quality of 
the intellect and the seriousness 
with which they are approaching 
this complex set of challenges.”

The summits have been 
scheduled quarterly and held 
at Forts Belvoir, Gordon and 
Meade until Headquarters IM-
COM joined the rotation. This 
rotating approach is designed to 
allow participants to spend time 
on the ground at the location to 
gain first-hand appreciation of 
the challenges. 

“We do it quarterly to make 
sure we’re all on the same sheet 
of music. We all understand 
what’s going on through trans-
parency, cross-talk, sharing best 
practices and success stories. 
We look at facility growth and 
planned facility growth to deter-
mine what priorities are urgent 
and what can wait. We all work 
in concert to define the require-
ments for the appropriate lead-
ership to make decisions,” Pat-
terson said.

Determining who would fund 
what was the universal question 
in the room during the morning 
session in San Antonio. 

“That’s what part of this is 
all about,” Patterson explained. 
“Given the multiple stakehold-
ers, we want to make sure there 
is a clear understanding of who’s 
responsible for funding which 
aspect of the myriad projects. 
This clarification is No. 1. Next 
is determining the cost and then 
the priority. If we do decide to 
fund something under the name 
of cyber, we need to fully under-
stand what other projects will go 
by the wayside or fall below the 

cut line. Those are the kinds of 
discussions we’re having.”

Dahl pointed out that the cy-
ber summits reach beyond the 
realm of the Army.

“The Army National Guard 
and the Army Reserve have a 
very important component of 
this,” Dahl said. “Fort Meade, 
where we’re standing up a 
great deal of this capability, has 
53,000 people on it every day – 
mainly civilians. The Army runs 
the base, but the NSA is there 
with 25,000 or so. You’ve also 
got several joint and civilian or-
ganizations there, so it’s not just 
an Army thing. This is really a 
whole of government thing.”

Army IMCOM provides di-
rection and oversight to 73 in-
stallations that protect national 
interests worldwide and require 
a line of defense in cyber secu-
rity, the general said.

“It is a core IMCOM func-
tion,” Dahl said. “IMCOM 
should be looking to pull to-
gether all service providers, all 
the people who have a stake or 
an equity involved, and then in-
tegrate that. That’s what we do.

“We’re in a very challenging 
environment resource-wise,” 
Dahl concluded. “I knew that 
coming in. It did not get better 
during the conference. It may 
even be more challenging than 
I imagined. But that’s where the 
hard work has to be done with 
the senior leadership, to priori-
tize to ensure we’re spending 
every dime on the right things at 
the right time, so we can gener-
ate as much capability and ca-
pacity as possible.”

By Tim Hipps
U.S. Army Installation 
Management Command 
Public Affairs

IMCOM supports cyber growth infrastructure

News Briefs
SHARP bike ride

The 1st Aviation Brigade, in partnership with the Fort 
Rucker Family Advocacy Program, will sponsor a bike ride 
to highlight Sexual Assault Awareness Month Friday at the 
brigade – Bldg. 8453. Riders will form up at 11:30 a.m. and 
the ride will begin at noon. The ride will be just less than 
3 miles and refreshments will be available at the brigade 
afterwards. 

Ernestine Doby, 1st Avn. Bde. sexual assault victim ad-
vocate, said the physical fitness center and outdoor recre-
ation have agreed to loan military personnel their bikes, 
free of charge, on a first come, first served basis. For more 
information on the event, call 255-2951.

USAACE change of charter
USAACE will host its change of charter ceremony for 

chief warrant officer of the Branch Monday at 9 a.m. in the 
U.S. Army Aviation Museum.

Retirement ceremony
Fort Rucker will host its quarterly retirement ceremony 

April 29 at 2 p.m. at the U.S. Army Aviation Museum. All 
are welcome to attend and honor the post’s latest retirees 
for their service.

ACS survey
The Army Community Service is conducting a needs as-

sessment survey throughout April. People taking part in the 
survey will assist ACS in developing programs that meet the 
needs of the Fort Rucker community. The survey is available 
online at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/6YMW8QP, or 
paper copies are available through ACS. 

For more information, call 255-9641. 

Prescription Take Back Day
Installation Management Command will host another 

National Prescription Take Back Day at Fort Rucker April 
30 at the Fort Rucker Post Exchange in front of the barber 
shop from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  For more information, call 
255-7509.

Thrift shop
The Fort Rucker Thrift Shop is open Wednesdays-Fri-

days from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. The thrift shop needs people’s 
unwanted items. People can drop off donations at any time 
in the shed behind the shop (former Armed Forces Bank 
building) located in front of the theater next door to the 
bowling alley. Donations are tax deductible. 

For more information, call 255-9595.

IG staff assistance visit
The U.S. Army Training and Doctrine Command In-

spector General will conduct a staff assistance visit at Fort 
Rucker Monday-April 26. The objectives of the assistance 

visit are to: asses the installation IG functions and opera-
tions; asses the perceptions about the installation command 
climate from Soldiers and Department of the Army civil-
ians via sensing sessions; and conduct IG Action Request.

TRADOC IG will conduct a personal conference for Sol-
diers and DA civilians Tuesday at Bldg. 5205, Kelly Hall, 
and Wednesday at Bldg. 8950, The Commons, on Seventh 
Avenue.

For more information, call 255-2118 or 255-1896.

Military pay briefing change
The Defense Military Pay Office briefing for Soldiers 

scheduled to separate due to expired term of service or 
involuntary separation (non-retirement) has changed from 
a walk-in basis to a weekly group briefing. The new ETS 
briefing will be held Tuesdays at 1 p.m. in Bldg. 5700, Rm. 
371B. Soldiers should bring the following documents to 
the briefing:  two copies of separation orders and amend-
ments, DA 31 - Request and Authority for Leave (if ap-
proved) and the original or notarized copy of documents to 
support changes in marital status not previously reported to 
the DMPO.

The DMPO will continue to provide desk-side briefings 
for Soldiers who do not receive orders in time to attend a 
group briefing. Command teams with Soldiers who cannot 
attend a regularly scheduled briefing due to time constraints 
should call 255-3939, 255-9182 or 255-3115.
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Lt. Gen. Kenneth Dahl, commanding general of IMCOM, confers with IMCOM 
Command Sgt. Maj. Jeffrey Hartless and Maj. Gen. Lawarren Patterson, IMCOM 
deputy commanding general for operations and chief of staff, during Cyber Instal-
lation Support Summit VI at the IMCOM Headquarters Operations Center March 
30 at Fort Sam Houston, Texas.

WASHINGTON — A key to building 
readiness during downward budgetary pres-
sures is to continue making installations 
more efficient, resourceful and opportunis-
tic, said the assistant secretary of the Army 
for Installations, Energy and the Environ-
ment.

As keynote speaker at an Installation Man-
agement “Hot Topics” forum in Arlington, 
Virginia, March 31, Katherine Hammack 
reiterated Army Chief of Staff Gen. Mark 
Milley’s No. 1 priority: readiness.

“We know we must continue to lean our 
installations, lean our activities, change our 
expectations and prioritize our most essential 
services to ensure the Army remains ready,” 
she said, noting that the Army continues to 
undergo dramatic changes.

Originally the Army expected to cease its 
activities in Iraq and Afghanistan, but instead 
it’s changing and shifting as other conflicts 
and missions have increased worldwide, de-
spite continuing downward budgetary pres-
sures, she said.

With more than 50 percent of the Army 
budget going into manpower, what follows 
on are the costs of training and equipping, 
which are both priorities related to readi-
ness, she said, adding that what drops to the 
bottom of the pile is installation funding and 
maintenance of facilities.

“We’re trying to figure out how to support 
Soldiers, families, civilians and operations 
without the budgets that they need, with the 
budgets they get, so every installation has 
had to prioritize based upon risk and fund-
ing the most critical,” she continued. “It has 
given us an opportunity at the headquarters 

level to re-evaluate our programs and servic-
es, which can be merged and consolidated.”

Hammack discussed five key areas affect-
ing the installation community:

communicating how installations sup-•	
port readiness and where they’re taking 
risks;
prioritizing resources while consolidat-•	
ing services and programs;
continuing to establish creative partner-•	
ing to leverage core competencies;
developing a model for installations to •	
2025 and beyond; and
calling for a Base Realignment and Clo-•	
sure authorization in 2017.

“We have more than 155 installations 
when you take into account the Guard and 
Reserve, and they each contribute to our 
total Army and our total force, but they all 
have different capabilities,” she said. “It is 
essential we communicate with one voice in 
the education of our colleagues and leaders, 
and better articulate how installation infra-
structures and services directly impact readi-
ness and where the risk is being taken and its 
impact on the operating force.”

Prioritizing resources
She said the second key area is in the risk 

involved to maximize funding for training 
and operations, which forces the Army to 
further prioritize its most critical projects 
and programs while becoming more prudent 
with investments.

“This doesn’t mean we have removed 
decision-making from senior commanders 
at the installation level, nor does it mean we 
cannot adjust during the budget year – it just 
means there’s less room,” Hammack said. 
“It means that new emerging priorities must 
come up to the headquarters level so we 

can try to figure out how to balance to en-
sure projects are validated by the commands 
there – indeed, the command’s highest prior-
ity and then some can be absorbed depen-
dent upon need, but many are addressed as 
unfunded.”

Creative partnering
In the area of creative partnering, Ham-

mack said that, over the last decade, the 
Army had been divesting itself of services 
and programs that are better performed by 
those companies who make their living in 
those areas such as housing.

“The private sector has invested about 
$12 billion of private-sector capital in Army 
housing so Soldiers have a better quality of 
life and at the same time there is no back-
log of maintenance like we’re seeing in our 
commercial buildings,” she said.

The Army has also had great success with 
the privatization of energy, she said, adding 
the Army needs diversity in power choices 

and renewable energy. There are presently 
14 projects in various stages of the con-
tracting process to provide more than 400 
megawatts of renewable energy, represent-
ing more than $800 million of investment, 
which enables the Army to put its limited 
funds more on readiness.

“We want to continue to explore how we 
can expand partnerships, strengthen com-
munity ties, while benefitting both the Army 
and our service-providing partners,” she 
said. 

BRAC
Hammack called for another round of 

BRAC, noting the Army spends about $500 
million annually on excess or under-used fa-
cilities. At a total force of 980,000 Soldiers, 
the Army has estimated a 21-percent excess 
in infrastructure.

“We must have authority from Congress 
to consolidate into our highest-value mili-
tary bases and divest of low military value 
or under-utilized facilities,” Hammack said. 
“Today, facilities that are needed to support 
readiness, to support training exercises, air-
fields and other priorities are deteriorating 
because the resources are spent to support 
installations that could be closed. 

Hammack said that $500 million wasted 
on installations and facilities that aren’t 
needed equates to five training rotations at 
the National Training Center and the man-
ning of a Stryker brigade of 5,000 Soldiers. 

It represents readiness, she said.
She anticipates that another BRAC would 

be primarily focused on the Army and Air 
Force, which have some 30-percent excess 
infrastructure. It would cost $6 billion ini-
tially, she estimated, but would save $2 bil-
lion annually in the years following.

Photo by J.D. Leipold

Katherine Hammack, assistant secretary of the Army 
for Installations, Energy and Environment, addresses 
readiness through installation resourcing, opportu-
nity and efficiency March 31 in Arlington, Va.

By J.D. Leipold
Army News Service

Army focusing on making installations more resourceful
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FRIGIDAIRE
DISHWASHER
Heavy Duty, New in Carton,
Regular Wash & Dry Cycle.

Under Counter.
Compare at $349.

SALE

$21995

FRIGIDAIRE
ELECTRIC
RANGE

30 inch, 2 small burners,
2 big burners, storage

drawer,
plug in plug out burners.

Compare at $450.
SALE

$29595

Other
Ranges

Starting At

$265

Our Warehouse Is Overstocked With Bargains! Hundreds & Hundreds Of
Unadvertised Bargains Priced Too Low To Advertise! LIMITED QUANTITIES

FRIGIDAIRE
NEW 18 CU. FT. NO FROST

REFRIGERATOR FREEZER
2 Door, New in Carton. Compare at $699

SALE
$44895

MATTRESS SALE
Twin . . . . . . . . . Ea. Pc. $55.95
Full . . . . . . . . . . Ea. Pc. $64.95
Queen . . . . . . . Ea. Pc. $79.95
King . . . . . . . . . Ea. Pc. $99.95

Sold Sets Only

BARGAINS
BARGAINS

Prices Everywhere You Look You’ll Find
Budget Stretching Values!

HOTPOINT WASHER
Heavy Duty, Select Water & Temp.

Compare $290.

SALE
$195

HOTPOINT DRYER
Heavy Duty Extra Large Capacity. Compare $238

SALE
$175

ROPER
HEAVY DUTY WASHER

4 Cycle, 3 Load Size Settings,
Extra Large Capacity. Compare $349.

SALE
$268

FRIGIDAIRE 16.5 CU. FT.
REFRIGERATOR FREEZER
2 Door, New in Carton, No Frost. Compare $579.

SALE
$42900

FRIGIDAIRE CHEST
FREEZER

14.2 Cu. Ft.

SALE
$338

FRIGIDAIRE 14 CU. FT.
UPRIGHT FREEZER

Compare $499

SALE
$388

OTHER FREEZERS

Starting At
$145

A.V.B.
MEMBER

ASSOCIATED
VOLUME BUYERS • BRAND SOURCE

Guaranteed Lower Prices Thru Volume Buying
One Of The Nat�on’s Largest Buy�ng Groups

Same Day
Delivery

WE’LL WHEEL & DEAL
No Reasonable Offer Refused!

KING’S FURNITURE & APPLIANCES
2821 Ross Clark Circle, S.W. (Across From Eye Center South)

OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY 9:00 A.M. TIL 6:00 P.M.
SATURDAY 9:00 A.M. TIL 6:00 P.M. • CLOSED SUNDAY 793-3045

ALL PICTURES SIMILAR TO ILLUSTRATIONS

PICTURES SIMILAR TO ILLUSTRATIONS. SOME ONE & TWO OF A KIND,
FLOOR MODELS, NEW IN CARTON, SCRATCH & DENT, REPOS.

BUNK
BEDS

Compare
at $248
SALE

$96 EA

F u r n i t u r e
& Appliances
“Your Family Owned & Operated Store

For Over 49 Years”Hurry for the Best Selection. Limited Quantities.

FRONT LOAD
WASHERS AND

DRYERS REDUCED
FOR QUICK SALE

LARGEST SELECTiON
Washers Start At

$399
Dryers Start At

$299

Bring us the best
price you can find for
any merchandise we
carry – if we don’t
beat it, we’ll give you
the item FREE!

KING’S
2821 Ross Clark Circle, S.W.

4 BIG DAYS!

ALL
RECLINERS

SALE
PRICED

TO MOVE

NEW 2 PIECE
LIVINGROOM SUITE

Truckload Sale!
Sofa & Loveseat, Choice Of Patterns.

Compare at $1198

SALE
$398

4 PC.
BEDROOM

SUITE
Dresser, Headboard,

Mirror & Chest. Was $498.

SALE
$299

DINETTE
TABLE

With Four Chairs. New In
Factory Carton.

Compare at $399

SALE
$139

Thur. 4-14, Fri. 4-15,
Sat. 4-16 & Mon. 4-18

ENTERPRISE SHOPPING CENTER

WESTGATE CENTER Enterprise Information
334-347-2531

College Cinema • enterprise
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CLARK THEATRES
ENTERPRISE

Web Site: www.hollywoodconnector.com
MOVIE INFO 24/7 - 347-2531
ACTIVE DUTY SERVICE MEMBER DISCOUNT

(WITH ACTIVE MILITARY ID ) + 1 Guest
APRIL 14 - 21, 2016

*R Rated Films, one must be 17 or with parent*

III ZOOTOPIA - PG
Sat & Sun: 2:00, 4:15 & 7:00
Mon-Fri: 7:00
HARDCORE HENRY - R
Sat & Sun: 9:15 Mon-Fri: 9:15

IV THE BOSS - R
Sat & Sun: 2:10, 4:10, 7:10 & 9:10
Mon-Fri: 7:10 & 9:10

I BARBERSHOP: THE NEXT CUT - PG13
Sat & Sun: 2:00, 4:20, 7:10 & 9:30
Mon-Fri: 7:10 & 9:30

II CRIMINAL - R
Sat & Sun: 2:00, 4:20, 7:00 & 9:20
Mon-Fri: 7:00 & 9:20

III BATMAN VS SUPERMAN:
DAWN OF JUSTICE - PG13
Sat & Sun: 2:00, 7:00 & 9:45
Mon-Fri: 7:00 & 9:45

I GOD'S NOT DEAD 2 - PG
Sat & Sun: 2:00, 4:20, 7:00 & 9:20
Mon-Fri: 7:00 & 9:20

II THE JUNGLE BOOK - PG
Sat & Sun: 2:00, 4:20, 7:00 & 9:15
Mon-Fri: 7:00 & 9:15

PENSACOLA, Fla. — The Department 
of Defense Voluntary Education Program 
and the Defense Activity for Non-Tradition-
al Education Support announced the launch 
of a pilot tutoring program that will provide 
service members with tutoring support at no 
cost – anytime, anywhere.

“If a service member is struggling with 
a college course or simply needs help with 
a homework assignment, this DOD-funded 
tool offers a place to go to get answers,” said 
Jeff Allen, DANTES director. 

The program provides around-the-clock, 
online, tutoring services for active duty ser-
vice members, Coast Guard members, and 
full and part time National Guard and Re-
serve component members. Some family 
members are also eligible to use the tutoring 
services, Allen said.

The program is available online, and pro-
vides one-to-one tutoring with educators able 
to help with more than 40 college subjects, 

including algebra, statistics, physiology and 
more, he added. The tutors provide help with 
all types of homework assignments and test 
preparation. Tutors and students communi-
cate in a secure online classroom using text 
chat and by drawing on an interactive white-
board. There are no webcams or telephones 
used, and no personal information is shared 
between the tutor and student.

Students can access the online service us-
ing any internet-enabled device, including 
smart phones and tablets. If it’s just a quick 
question, tutors are available on-demand, 
or students can schedule future tutor ses-
sions or upload papers for offline review, 
Allen said.

“The Defense Department wants service 
members to be successful in pursuing pro-
fessional development,” said Allen. “DDD 
currently maintains a variety of education 
resources to help members pursue their edu-
cation. Tutoring services are being piloted to 
further explore the addition of this type of 
tool as another way to help service members 
succeed in their military careers.”

For more information, visit http://military.
tutor.com/home. DOD photo illustration

By Erin Roberts
Defense Activity for Non-Traditional 
Education Support
Public Affairs

Free help

at the organizational level, 
or at a personal level in the 
office or at home, Hager 
said.  

“It’s about awareness, so 
people can understand that 
the way we currently live 
can’t sustain us for the long 
run,” he said. “The original 
Earth Day was 46 years ago 
and it was an international 
event that brought attention 
to the issues – it was the 
catalyst for some of our first 
environmental regulations.

“We need to get it out 
there and show people that 
there are environmental is-
sues and there are things 
that we have to look at,” 
Hager added. “We want 
to make them aware of all 
the different environmental 
products and services avail-
able to them.”

From things like the type 
of power they use to run 
their cars, facilities and 
homes, to the type of soap 
or cleaners that people use 
can make a difference in the 
sustainability of the Earth, 
he said.

 “You don’t know the 
damage you could be caus-
ing to either yourself or the 
environment if you’re not 
educated on the subject,” 
added Melissa Lowlavar, 
EMB chief. “(The expo) 
is a way to educate people 
that there are better things 
that they can do to help the 
Earth and be good environ-
mental stewards.

“There are products that 
people can use at home 
that are not only better for 
the environment, but better 
for their family, as well,” 
she said. “It might provide 
less exposure to chemicals 
for the family. One thing 
people should realize is that 
just because you’ve always 
used a certain product or 
done something a certain 

way doesn’t mean it’s a 
good thing. That’s why we 
want to get the information 
out to the Fort Rucker com-
munity, as well as people in 
the Wiregrass, about new, 
innovative ideas in the en-
vironmental field.”

As in previous years, 
this year’s event will again 
feature an E-cycling event, 
where people can bring 
their old electronics to be 
recycled. People can bring 
computer towers, key-
boards, computer mice, 
printers, scanners, laptops, 
wires, microwaves, coffee 
pots, power cords, battery 
backups, lead batteries, sat-
ellite receivers, cell phones 

and telephones. No govern-
ment hand-receipt items 
will be accepted.

It’s important to recycle 
these materials because, 
Hager said, much of the 
equipment contains ele-
ments and chemicals that 
can be harmful to the envi-
ronment if disposed of im-
properly.

For those who miss out 
on the E-cycling event, 
these items can be recycled 
year round at the recycling 
center in Bldg. 9322, locat-
ed on Third Avenue.

In addition to the Earth 
Day Expo, the Center Li-
brary will hold its Earth 
Day Awareness Wednesday 

at 3:30 p.m. People can at-
tend to learn more about 
Earth Day and even visit 
with different animals to 
discover ways to protect the 
environment they live in.

The event is limited to 
the first 65 participants reg-
istered and is Exceptional 
Family Member Program 
friendly. 

Additionally, the Center 
Library will hold its Earth 
Day craft activity, “The 
Many Faces of Recycling,” 
April 23 from 1-2:30 p.m. 
The event is offered to 
children 8 years and older, 
and is limited to the first 25 
people to register. For more 
information or to register 

for either of the events, call 
255-3885.

Hager said that it’s im-
portant that people under-
stand that there is no quick 
fix to the problem of envi-
ronmental waste and that it 
demands a lifestyle change 
in order to make a real im-
pact.

Education is important 
because for the more than 7 
billion people in the world, 
most are living in a way 
that isn’t sustainable for the 
Earth, he said.

There are a finite number 
of resources on the Earth 
and a certain amount of de-
mand, and soon the demand 
will outweigh the resources 

that the Earth can provide, 
said the environmental 
protection specialist. Find-
ing and using renewable 
resources is the best way 
to curb that dependence on 
those finite resources, such 
as fossil fuels.

“Environmental change 
has to be a lifestyle change 
– it’s like exercising. If you 
do it every day, then it gets 
to be a habit. It’s the same 
with being green,” he said. 
“If you just do it for one 
weekend, it’s not going to 
make as much of an impact 
as it would if you do it all 
the time and, like exercise, 
the longer you do it, the 
more results you’ll see.”

Earth 
Continued from Page A1

DOD announces pilot tutor program for service members



installation and community is certainly not lost on us one 
single bit.”

Gayler commended the Lundys for their leadership over 
the previous two years.

“Your fingerprints, Mike, are all over the most complex 
and timely events that are occurring in our Army and in our 
Branch, and those fingerprints will be on those events for 
many, many years to come.”

Brown spoke about Lundy’s vision and innovation as a 
leader, and for making tough choices for the Branch with 

the Army’s Aviation Restructure Initiative.
“I told Mike there’s nothing he’ll have to do any time in 

the future that could be tougher than ARI. It’s a very tough 
thing, but boy did they do it well here as a team…. We had 
to make some tough decisions but it’s going to help us in 
the future and we are already seeing the benefits,” Brown 
said.

Lundy thanked the local community for their support 
to Soldiers and families. He said his two years as Branch 
chief were the most rewarding years of his career, and he 
thanked Soldiers and Department of the Army Civilians 
across the Aviation enterprise. 

“It’s because of you our Branch will remain the best 
Aviation force in the world, and truly an asymmetric ad-
vantage for our nation,” Lundy said.

The USAACE commanding general serves as the Army 
Aviation Branch chief, as well as the commanding general 
of USAACE and Fort Rucker. He is responsible for training 
approximately 20,000 Aviation students per year, includ-
ing training Aviators at Fort Rucker, Aviation maintainers 
at Fort Eustis, Virginia, and unmanned aircraft systems op-
erators and warrant officer technicians at Fort Huachuca, 
Arizona. The USAACE develops Army requirements for 
the Aviation Branch.

from the assault itself, but from 
the fact that people now knew her 
story and what had happened.

For victims, the world becomes 
a different place, she said.

During one of the sessions for 
sexual assault first responders, 
Jackson conducted an exercise 
where they walked through the 
process of the response to a sex-
ual assault.

Through the exercise, partici-
pants were able to see how the 
victim might feel in a situation 
when an assault is reported and 
why they might not want to re-
port.

“When we ask a victim to tell, 
we’re asking them not just to tell 
me and you, we’re asking them 
basically to tell a community 
of people,” said Jackson. “Then 

they have no control over where 
it goes. I want you to imagine 
you having to tell 10, 15 or 20 
people what you think happened, 
and when we ask them to tell, 

we’re asking them to relive and 
recount the experience over and 
over again.

“For many, there is a miscon-
ception that it’s ‘just sex, so it’s 

no big deal,’ especially when 
alcohol is involved or it’s some-
one who is familiar with that 
person,” she said. “That’s why 
it’s important for people to try to 
understand it from the victim’s 
perspective and the impact it has 
on them.”

Jackson said her hope is to help 
people understand the complex-
ity of the crime and not to just 
minimize it and sweep it under 
the rug. Sexual assault is a very 
challenging and complex topic 
to talk about, and as a survivor, 
sharing her story is one way she 
feels she’s able to help.

W01 Braden Spencer, 1st Bat-
talion, 13th Aviation Regiment, 
said that looking at it from a dif-
ferent point of view helped him 
get some perspective on what 
kind of an impact a sexual as-
sault might have on a victim.

“You’re always told to look at 
something from another’s point 
of view, but with something like 
this, it’s kind of hard to imagine,” 
he said. “You always think about 
why people don’t just report an 
assault, but then you don’t even 
think about people not believing 
you or having to go through the 
ordeal over and over again in 
front of people you don’t even 
know – I can see how it can keep 
a person from wanting to go 
through that.

“I think that’s the perception 
we need to change, though, to 
make sure people know that 
there are people there for them 
when something like this hap-
pens,” he continued. “If we can 
all see it from the victim’s per-
spective, then it really opens our 
eyes to how much these issues 
really make an impact.”

the chief of staff. “As we ride and as I’ve matured … 
I’ve realized that one of the true blessings of riding is 
going out there and being with your fellow friends and 
your team, and in some cases meeting people you might 
not have otherwise ever met.”

For Pepin, riding is a way of expressing the freedoms 
that have been bestowed upon all Americans by prior 
and current service members, and he said one way to 
properly honor those service members is to remain safe 
while riding.

“When we serve, we’re protecting our freedom and 
our way of life that very few get to have,” he said. “Let’s 
never forget that and never forget those veterans who 
laid their sacrifices and, in some cases, the ultimate sac-

rifice, ahead of us.”
Jason Farley, veteran, has been an avid rider for more 

than 25 years and echoed what Pepin said about riding 
providing freedom.

“When I ride, I feel like I can go anywhere and do 
anything,” he said. “It provides me with an escape, and 
it’s just nice to be able to get away with friends and do 
something we all enjoy together.”

Although Farley is an experienced rider, he admits 
that one thing he won’t do is take the road for granted.

“I know that at any moment when I’m riding, my time 
could come up, and even though that may be out of my 
hands, it’s still my responsibility to do what I can to 
make sure I’m as safe as possible – not just for myself, 
but for my loved ones, too,” he said.

“I do believe God is watching over me as I ride, but 

he can’t do it all, and I’m thankful and blessed that He’s 
given me the awareness to know that I’m not a perfect 
man and that I might make mistakes,” he continued. “It’s 
that sense of humility that I feel keeps me safe when I 
ride. I want to continue to ride for another 25 years, so 
I’m going to do what I can to make sure my riders and 
I stay safe.”

As the event wrapped up, riders were invited to re-
ceive an individual blessing for themselves and their 
bike as they lined up to leave.

“As you continue to ride, I hope that you’re blessed 
with some common sense that I didn’t have when I was 
younger,” said Pepin. “I hope that you’re blessed with 
a safe bike, that you’re blessed with fellow riders who 
you can ride with (within) your ability and, most impor-
tantly, just take care of yourself as you ride.”
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Photo by Nathan Pfau

Veraunda Jackson, attorney for the Department of Children and Families, conducts 
an exercise to help first responders better understand what victims experience 
after a sexual assault during a Sexual Harassment/Assault Response Program 
presentation at the post theater Tuesday.

Blessing
Continued from Page A1

Army Aviation Center
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16 DEALERS ON SITE
Bama RV • Bondy’s Toyota • Boyd’s Marine • CampingWorld of Dothan • Dothan Kia • DothanVolkswagen

Ed Sherling Ford • Enterprise Chevrolet • Gilland GMC • Marlin Ingram RV Center • Mercedes Benz of Dothan
Mitchell Hyundai • Mitchell Mazda-Lincoln • Mitchell Nissan • Sam Boswell Honda

TimWhitehead Chrysler-Dodge-Jeep

31stAnnual Car, Truck,
Boat & RV Sale

3 Days Only! April 14, 15 & 16
8 a.m. until dark

Next to Culpepper Park in Daleville

Bldg. 8937 Red Cloud Road, Fort Rucker • 341 North Daleville Avenue, Daleville
598-4411 • www.aacfcu.com

Not amember? If you live, work, worship or attend school inmostWiregrass areas, you can join!

GET PRE-APPROVED BEFORE YOU SHOP OR APPLY AT THE SALE TO GET OUR LOW RATES!

FINANCE
WITH

AACFCU AND GET:

• $75GIFT CAR
D*

• NO PAYMENTS

FOR UP TO

90 DAYS
*

Autos
as low as

1.79%APR**

Be sure to ask about our low
rates on boats and RVs too!

New and used units available!
Trade-ins welcome!

Rucker
Continued from Page A1

SHARP
Continued from Page A1
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REAL ESTATE SHOWCASE

Each Office is Independently
Owned and Operated

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

View more pictures
of these homes at

www.c21regencyrealty.com

Become
a fan on
Facebook

DIRECTIONS: Boll Weevil Circle
to Lee Street heading toward
downtown. Cross over Main Street.
Continue on West Lee Street. Home
is on the left/south side of the street.

OPEN SUNDAY, APRIL 17TH

$159,900: Don't miss this newer home with the
charm of an older home. Home nestled among
large trees in established neighborhood. Walk to the
local dinner theatre, restaurants or specialty shops
on Main Street. Home has ceramic tile or hardwood
flooring for easy maintenance. Granite countertops
throughout. Split floor plan for extra privacy. Large
fenced in backyard with pear trees & a peach tree.
Sprinkler system in front & back yards. Screened in
porch for extra entertaining space. Gas for fireplace
& grill. shawn@c21regencyrealty.com

HOSTED BY:
SHAWN REEVES

475-6405

DIRECTIONS: Take Shell Field Road
to Windsor Trace & continue, the
house is on the right.

$549,000: Stunning home adjacent to Windsor
Trace pond & nestled on wooded lot. Privacy &
beauty abounds in this elegant home with details,
upgrades & architecture that is unmatched. All
6 bedrooms have easy access to own bath & 4
have ensuite baths. If you want character & luxury
this home has both & a 3-car garage, spacious
bedrooms, dramatic double staircase, custom
gunite pool with stone accent, gourmet kitchen &
so much more. sommer@c21regencyrealty.com

HOSTED BY:
SOMMER RAKES

406-1286

OPEN
1-3

OPEN
1-4

Each Office is Independently
Owned and Operated

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

View more pictures
of these homes at

www.c21regencyrealty.com

Become
a fan on
Facebook

HOUSE & 12± ACRES

49± ACRES ~ $154,900

JUST LISTED

$132,900

$239,900 WITH WORKSHOP

Each Office is Independently
Owned and Operated

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

View more pictures
of these homes at

www.c21regencyrealty.com

Become
a fan on
Facebook

2.3± ACES ~ LAKE NICHOLS

NEW CONSTRUCTION ~ $154,000

HOUSE & 15.50± ACRES ~ $179,900

$139,900

HUNTER RIDGE ~ $276,000
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Serving Fort Rucker & Enterprise OVER 40 YEARS!

Serving Fort Rucker & Enterprise OVER 40 YEARS!
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Sell. Build. Rent. All you need is one address:
531 Boll Weevil Circle

New resideNt coNstructioN • speculative • custom • small commercial • metal buildiNgs • remodel/additioNs • iNsuraNce claim assistaNce
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REDSTONE ARSENAL — On the 
battlefield, quick medical evacuation 
of a trauma patient can be the differ-
ence between life and death. 

Around 600 H-60 Medical Evacu-
ation Black Hawk helicopters are 
equipped with carry-on medical de-
vices. These patient movement items 
support the MedEvac mission that 
will increase patient survivability. 

Ensuring those added items meet or 
exceed Army airworthiness require-
ments is the responsibility of the U.S. 

OKINAWA, Japan — The more than 11,000-pound 
airframe hovered just feet above the Soldiers’ heads 
while sand and other debris obscured their vision 
as they focused on rigging the quad bike onto the 
belly of the aircraft with a sling – an operation that 
requires a high degree of attention to detail, metic-
ulous preparation and an unerring commitment to 
safety. 

Dozens of support Soldiers from the 1st Battalion, 
1st Special Forces Group participated in sling-load 
operations March 30 to stay tactically and techni-
cally sharp on the procedure, which is a staple in 
providing Soldiers in combat the beans and bullets 
required to win on the ground. 

“Sling-load skills are perishable, like many other 
individual Soldier tasks,” said the headquarters sup-
port company commander who asked for his name 
not to be used for operational security reasons. 
“This training helped introduce new Soldiers to the 
mechanics of sling-load operations and gave senior 
NCOs an opportunity to refresh skills and share 
knowledge and experience.” 

The battalion’s support companies take pride in 
being able to provide depth and breadth in the lo-
gistics realm and consistently look for new ways to 
add value to the organization’s lethal prowess, he 
added. 

Although it is not known for certain when the 
U.S. Army first lobbed provisions from an aircraft 
to Soldiers on the ground, by the summer of 1942 
“supply by air” had become commonplace in the 
Pacific Theater, according to Dr. Steven E. Anders, 
Quartermaster Corps Historian and author of “Aeri-
al Delivery and Field Services – A Brief History.” 

After the advent of the aerial delivery training de-
partment at the Quartermaster School at Fort Lee, 
Virginia, in 1951 and the solidification of aerial re-
supply doctrine during the Korean War, the rife use 
of helicopters in Vietnam proved equally effective 
at resupply via sling load, according to Anders.

For the First in Asia Battalion, resupplying small 
teams of operators on the ground requires innova-
tion and versatility.

SOTO CANO AIR BASE, Honduras 
— A fire near the town of Tela March 
30 warranted a large-scale reaction from 
Honduran firefighting forces, to include 
the national fire department, army and air 
force.

The initial response involved Honduran 
ground and air assets working together in 
the Jeanette Kawas National Park work-
ing to contain the fire; however, due to dry 
conditions, shifting winds, and the dense 
vegetation at the location of the fire, Hon-
duran President Juan Orlando Hernandez 

requested U.S. support to assist in the effort 
to prevent the fire from quickly spreading 
throughout the park and potentially threat-
ening local communities.

Joint Task Force-Bravo is one of two 
task forces under U.S. Southern Command. 
March 31, its air assets began supplement-
ing the two Honduran UH-1N Hueys – us-
ing Bambi Buckets to carry water from the 
nearby Laguna de Los Micos to the fires 
and also offering a hoist capability, in case 
a need arose to retrieve personnel on the 
ground.

During the operation, Honduran and 

See helping, Page B4

Helping hand

A U.S. Army CH-47 Chinook uses a Bambi Bucket to drop water on a fire near Tela April 1.
Photo by Air Force Staff Sgt. Westin Warburton

By Richard L. Rzepka
USAG Okinawa Public Affairs

AH-64 Apaches assigned to the 1-229th Attack Reconnaissance Battalion, 16th Combat Aviation Brigade, 7th Infantry Division 
participate in a combined arms live-fire exercise at Joint Base Lewis-McChord, Wash., April 4. The CALFEX included artillery, Stryker 
and dismounted infantry in addition to the machine gun and rocket fire from the Apaches.

photo by Capt. Brian Harris

Live fire

SF support 
unit trains 
on sling-load 
operations

By Carlotta Maneice
U.S. Army Aviation and Missile 
Research, Development, 
and Engineering Center Public Affairs

Stringent tests ensure equipment meets standards

Soldiers conduct sling-load training.
Photo by Richard L Rzepka

By Capt. Christopher Mesnard
Joint Task Force-Bravo Public Affairs

See medevac, Page B4

medevac

See support, Page B4

Joint Task Force-Bravo supports 
Honduran firefighting efforts

Medics with the 82nd Airborne Division’s 1st Brigade Combat Team retrieve a simulated casualty 
from a UH-60 Black Hawk in 2012 at the Joint Readiness Training Center, Fort Polk, La.

Photo by Sgt. Michael J. MacLeon

FORT DRUM, N.Y. – For the first time, Soldiers from 
the 10th Combat Aviation Brigade, 10th Mountain Di-
vision (LI), teamed up with sailors from the Helicopter 
Sea Combat Squadron 2 to conduct a weeklong overwa-
ter exercise that began March 14 at Wheeler-Sack Army 
Airfield.

Sailors from HSC-2, also known as the Fleet Angels, 
spent the week with the brigade, talking about landing 
tactics and techniques, training on the flight simulators, 
and conducting flight landings on simulated ship decks as 
a way to help them develop approaching angles at sea so 
they can become overwater-qualified.

“Previously, there wasn’t a need for 10th CAB crews 
to be overwater-qualified, due to the types of missions 
we were conducting,” said CW4 Jay Latona, 10th CAB 
master gunner and coordinator of the training event. 
“However, because of this, I could see we lacked the abil-
ity to conduct overwater missions due to under-qualified 
crews.” 

It was then that Latona decided to maximize the capa-
bilities of the joint force and coordinated to have overwa-
ter trainers travel from Norfolk, Virginia, to Fort Drum.

The Fleet Angels are typically responsible for training 
pilots and air crews to fly the MH-60S Knighthawk he-
licopter in preparation of worldwide missions, logistical 
support, and combat search and rescue missions.

For Soldiers of the 10th CAB, this exercise allowed 
them to familiarize themselves with the overwater land-

ing procedures using the unit’s AH-64 Apache, UH-60 
Black Hawk and CH-47 Chinook, while also understand-
ing how to operate in a joint environment in preparation 
for any future deployments.

To make the training more effective, a runway at 
Griffiss International Airport was also was used for this 
exercise. This allowed for all three types of aircrafts to 
be simultaneously used without interfering with air and 

By Capt. Linda Gerron
10th Combat Aviation Brigade Public Affairs

See Training, Page B4

10th CAB Aviators conduct overwater training

A 10th CAB AH-64D Apache receives instructions on where to conduct 
a short final on approach March 14 during an overwater training 
exercise at Wheeler-Sack Army Airfield, Fort Drum, N.Y.

Photo by Capt. Linda Gerron
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

CEMETERY LOTS & RELATED

GENERAL & SPECIAL NOTICES

YARD & ESTATE SALES

LAWN SERVICES

FARMER’S MARKET

FARM & DAIRY EQUIPMENT

FRESH PRODUCE

WANTED - FARM & GARDEN

MERCHANDISE
HEALTH PRODUCTS

JEWELRY & WATCHES

PETS & ANIMALS

DOGS

RECREATION
BOATS

CAMPERS & TRAVEL TRAILERS

MOTOR HOMES & RVS

TRANSPORTATION

AUTOS FOR SALE

AUTOS FOR SALE

MOTORCYCLES

SPORT UTILITY

TRUCKS, BUSES, TRACTORS, TRAILERS

WANTED AUTOS
ANTIQUE & CLASSIC VEHICLES

EMPLOYMENT
GENERAL

BUY IT!
SELL IT! FIND IT!

Easy Ways to
Increase Your Ad’s Results...

1. Use bold type
2. Use an Attractor
3. Start your ad with the item you are selling
or a benefit headline
4. Abbreviate as little as possible
5. Describe your item or job position in detail
6. Include the price of the item you are selling
7. Use white space, large type and graphics
to make your ad stand out and be
visually compelling

JOB ANNOUNCEMENT
The Coffee County Environmental

Services has openings for the position:
Landfill Manager

Pay Range $18.08 to $23.71 per hour based
on experience. B.S. in Environmental

Science, Biology, Chemistry or other related
field; knowledge and experience with

computer systems including Microsoft Office
products; Current Solid Waste Association of

North America Manager of Landfill
Operations (MOLO) Certification or the
ability to obtain the certification within six
months of employment, and a valid driver’s
license are required. Knowledge and

experience with environmental compliance
programs, solid waste management, and
environmental testing protocols; and
Alabama Department of Environmental
Management MSW Landfill Operator

Certification preferred.

Benefits include: paid vacation, sick leave,
health insurance, holidays, and State retire-
ment. Closing date: April 15th, 2016.

Please apply at the Alabama Career
Center, Enterprise, AL.

Coffee County is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

THE CITY OF ENTERPRISE
IS ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
FOR THE POSITION OF:

POLICE OFFICER (Full-Time)
Summary: The employee patrols a

designated section of the city on foot or in
patrol car. Responds to calls. Conducts
preliminary investigation and makes

arrests. Serves warrants and subpoenas.
Testifies in court. Provides traffic control
and assistance. Performs other police

related duties as assigned.

Minimum Qualifications:
Must be 21 years of age. Must possess a
regular or advanced high school diploma
as approved or recognized by the

Alabama State Department of Education.
A certificate of high school equivalency is-
sued by General Education Development
(GED) is acceptable. Correspondence or
mail order high school diplomas or certifi-
cates are not acceptable. Must not have
any felony convictions as an adult. Must
not be prohibited by state or federal law to
own, possess or carry a firearm including a
pistol, rifle or shotgun. Must be a U.S. citi-
zen. Must be honorably discharged if the
applicant served in the armed forces.
Must possess a valid driver’s license.

STARTING SALARY: $12.78 HR
OPENING DATE: April 11th, 2016
CLOSING DATE: April 25th, 2016
___________________________

SEASONAL POSITIONS
8 - Lifeguard

2 - Youth Learning Center Supervisor

SEASONAL POSITIONS WILL REMAIN
OPEN UNTIL FILLED

TO APPLY, VISIT:
www.enterpriseal.gov

CITY OF ENTERPRISE
CITY HALL, 501 S MAIN ST. ENTERPRISE,

AL. M-F, 7:30 - 4:30 EOE.

THE CITY OF ENTERPRISE
IS ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
FOR THE POSITION OF:

HUMAN RESOURCES
ASSISTANT

Summary: Carries out application
procedures, maintains all applications;
pulls qualified applications when

positions are announced; coordinates
applicant testing; facilitates new hire
orientations. Processes workers

compensation claims. Assist with payroll
procedures. Provides clerical assistance,
answers telephone, updates position
announcements on website; composes
letters, memos, etc. as needed;

completes background and MVR checks.
Maintains files and records; ensures
confidentiality; performs miscellaneous
services such as special events. Performs

other duties as assigned.

STARTING SALARY: $11.70 /HR
OPENING DATE:
April 11th, 2016
CLOSING DATE:
April 25th, 2016

To Apply, visit:
www.enterprise.gov
CITY OF ENTERPRISE

CITY HALL, 501 S MAIN ST. ENTERPRISE,
AL. M-F, 7:30 - 4:30

EOE.

Meadowlawn Memorial Park, Enterprise.
Plots located in the front of the cemetery for
sale at a reduced price. Call: 423-619-1735

Wedding and Party Venue $600 per day!!
Across from Academy Sports in Dothan
Open Saturday 11am-1pm for tours.
Call 334-618-3956 for more information.

Register TODAY for
your spot at the
Huge Dothan
Eagle Yard Sale
Houston County
Farm Center

APRIL 30TH (7AM-1PM)
dothaneagle.com/yardsale

DIABETIC TEST STRIPS
NEEDED I BUY SEALED/
UNEXPIRED BOXES.

CALL BOB (334) 219-4697
OR (850) 710-0189

Wanted: Old Coins, Gold,
Diamonds, Guns, And Tools

West Main Jewelry & Loan 334-671-1440.

Lg. Beautiful Tan Pit Bull Terrier-Full of Energy/
Love, only Dog. Spayed. Free. 334-693-9097
Chocolate/White Border Collie Mix. Energetic,
playful. Neutered. Free. 334-693-9097
Black/White Beagle/Spaniel mix. So Sweet,
loving. Neutered. Free. 334-693-9097

Kubota L2950 Tractor with Loader. $2000
This Tractor is powered by a 3 cylinder 31Hp
Diesel Engine, and has an 8 Speed Glide Shift
Transmission with MFWD (4WD). Call me 850-
329-5408 Dothan

APLIN FARMS
Now Open
Mon. - Sat. 8-5
334-792-6362
STRAWBERRIES
lettuce &

green onions
(We accept S.N.A.P.)

Horse Quailty Square Bale Hay
$5 at the Barn in Jakin, GA.
Call Jerry 229-793-4222

LITTLE SWEETS
STRAWBERRY FARM

U-Pick - We - Pick
Between Dothan & Slocomb
9 miles W. of Dothan Hwy 52 W.

OPEN Mon-Sat. 8am
334-618-8365 or 334-790-6974

SAWYER’S PRODUCE
HAS FRESH HOME GROWN PRODUCE

Fresh Strawberries
You Pick or We Pick
Vine Ripe Tomatoes and
Other Fresh Vegetables!
220 W. Hwy 52 Malvern
334-793-6690

Buying Pine / Hardwood in
your area. No tract too small

@ Custom Thinning
Call Pea River Timber
r 334-389-2003 q

Wells Lawn Mower
Taylor, AL.
334-702-9566

rWANTING TO BUY
USED RIDING LAWN MOWERS

14ft Fiberglass Flat bottom Boat , 15HP Tahatsu,
4 stroke, fish finder, foot control trolling motor,
get right on beds $2,200 Call 334-790-2813

1980 Boston Whaler Revenge ,
1994 Mercury 200. Also comes with Tandem
trailer, ONLY $10,000 OBO . Boat has Cuddy
Cabin. MUST SELL ! for health reason.
Call Ken 229-334-5723.

House Boat (Luxury) 55ft ., plus 25ft. pontoon
boat with trailer. Unique seattle style.
2-bedroom, bath, kitchen, living rm., dining
area, all furnished, fire place, washer/dryer.
Real deal $77,500. Located at Lake Seminole.
Call Liz 229-861-2000

Key West Boats 1997 17
Key West Center Console:
EXCELLENT Condition....
2008 90hp E-Tec Low Hours
Leno Trim Tabs, Birdsale
Leaning Post, 2013 Garmin
541, Marine Stereo,

Livewell, Custom Cover, Royal Trailer in Good
Condition. Please contact through cell phone
850-209-2586 or email rmcdoc58@yahoo.com
$8900 850-209-2586

Sea Sport 2000 18ft Boat ,
bimini top, center console,
135 Mercury, looks great,
runs great, this is a steal!
$6,495 Call 334-701-9360

Sun Tracker 2013 Pontoon Boat . 18 ft.
with 60 HP Mercury motor, excellent condition.
Comes with custom snap on cover and all life
jackets. Kept covered in garage or marina.
REDUCED $17,500. 334-618-4250.

Dutchman 2006 Travel Trailer , 28ft. 1-owner,
(older couple) king bed, 2 doors, Lg. corner
shower, triple roll out, excellent condition,
see to believe! $9850. Also weighs 9,700 lbs.
334-596-4366

Microlite 2008 by Flagstaff , 18ft, sleeps 3, hitch
and sway bar included, $4000 OBO Call 334-
618-3213

Pilgrim 2006 5th Wheel 30ft, king size bed,
sleeps 6-8, shower and bath, Tv with DVD play-
er and surround sound, full kitchen, 1 slide out,
lots of storage, pulled less than 1500 miles,
bought new, stabilizer tripod and dump tank,
like new come see to make a deal $15,000
Call 256-575-9040 (local) Newton

Rockwood 2016 Ultra Lite Sapphire addition,
29 ft., 3-slides, 2 power awnings, power jacks,
living room, kitchen & bedroom. Paid $38K,
asking $26K. 334-798-4743.

Wolfpack 2013 28 Toyhauler , sleeps 6, 1 slide
out, full bathroom, great condition, 2 queen
beds, 3 burner stove, refrigerator, AC/heating,
TV with DVD player, stereo with outside speak-
ers $17,000 Call 815-742-0572

Allegro 2003 32ft, ESTATE
SALE! slides out, sleeps 6,
full kitchen, dining table,
full bathroom, only 4,400
miles, interior never used.

Asking $25,000 Call 850-209-1483

Newmar 2004 MTN. Aire Motor Home .
Workhorse Chassis, 32,750 miles, 2-slides,
computer desk/Dine. New roof & refrigerator,
auto satellite dish, includes 10K lb. blue Ox
tow bar and brake buddy. $69,900.
850-272-0596 or 850-326-3615.

Pinnacle 1994 built by Thor , 34 ft. looks good
and runs good. ONLY 37K miles. Priced below
wholesale $8500. 334-775-1054.

Zimmer 1982 Golden Spi-
rit, Neo Classic, 8 cycliner,
low mileage, 3rd owner,
great condition $26,000
OBO Call 334-714-4128

Chevrolet 2015 Impala, Limited, very low
miles, great full size family car with great fuel
mileage. Very nicely equipped, pwr windows,
keyless entry, AM/FM/CD stereo, sunroof, alloy
wheels, $300 down $300 per month. Call Steve
Hatcher (334) 791-8243.

Chevrolet HHR 2010 , excellent condition,
immaculately maintained, 97L miles, $7950.
334-347-5060 or 334-791-8222.

Honda 2012 Accord EX, Best gas mileage in its
class, very well equipped, also has a sunroof,
$250 down, $250 per month. Call Steve Hatcher
(334) 791-8243.

Honda 2012 CRV EXL, fully equipped, must sell!
$200 down, $269 per month. Call Ron Ellis (334)
714-0028.

Honda 2015 Civic, great gas mileage, full war-
ranty, must sell! $200 down, $259 per month.
Call Ron Ellis (334) 714-0028.

Hyundai 2012 Sonata ,
silver/gray in color,
new tires and brakes
52K miles. PRICE

REDUCED $12,500. Below bank pay off.
334-790-7970 MUST SELL!

Hyundai 2012 Sonata ,
silver/gray in color,
new tires and brakes
52K miles. PRICE

REDUCED $12,500. Below bank pay off.
334-790-7970 MUST SELL!

Jaguar 2005 S-Type
(Immaculate), not one
dent. Big 6 cyl. 3.0,
25 mpg, 79K miles,
and silver in color.

Asking $10,000 334-445-0303.
Lexus 2015 IS250C:
“Showroom New” white
2015 hardtop convertible.
4,500 pampered miles
and always garaged. Cost
over $55,000 new. See at
Spencer’s Meat Market on

Brannon Stand. $46,750 334-333-5646

Toyota 2006 Camry - Wanting to Trade! Does
someone have a van with a handicap lift? This
is needed for our handycap son. One Owner ve-
hicle in perfect condition. Call 334-588-3384

Harley Davidson 2006
Ultra Classic , with baxley
trailer, 11K miles,
$10,750. Call 334-479-7428

Harley Davidson 2008
Sportster 883CC,
3.3 peanut tank,
50 + MGP, adult owned,
garage kept, everything
factory orginal,
windsheild, backrest,

luggage rack, vivid black. Must See to appreci-
ate!! $6200 Call 334-598-0061

Honda 1998 Valkyrie,
34K miles, very good
condition, new rear tires,
J&M audio with head sets,
black & chrome, new
battery, 2-helmets,

windshield, sadler bags, back rest & luggage
rack, bike cover, & extra chrome,
REDUCED $3,995. Call 334-790-5768.

Kawasaki 2007 Vulcan
900. Low mileage,
excellent condition. Black
in color, very sharp.
$3995. 334-790-5889

Kawasaki 500 2003
Vulcan, 14K miles, dark
blue in color, new battery,
freshly serviced. $2500.
334-589-0225.

Trike 2002 Harley David-
son Road King Classic ,
Garaged, lowered, runs
well. Beautiful, vance and
hines pipes, with lots of

chrome, 17,300 miles, $18,500. 89 yr. old owner
Bill 334-762-2700 or 334-714-9607

Acura 2008 SUV LDX , gray in color and interior,
fully loaded with alloy wheels, 201,500K miles
$5200. OBO 334-797-1592.

Chevy 2009 Silverado , crew cab, 4-door, V-8,
loaded, 122K miles. $14,500 334-797-7420.

Chevy Colorado 2016 Z71 , crew cab short box, 2
wheel drive, black in color, only 750 miles, 3.6
V6 engine, off road assist steps, Bose stereo,
mylink auto system with 8" diagonal color
touch screen & navigation, spray on bed liner,
$31,000 334-723-2985.

GMC 2007 Sierra SLT: 1 owner, ex cond, low
miles 72k, 4 door, loaded, maroon. $19,500
334-467-0015

1ST PLACE TO CALL FOR ALL OF
YOUR TOWING NEEDS!

Contact Jason Harger at 334-791-2624

Wanted to buy Junk Cars,
Trucks and Vans
We pay the most !!

Hauled the same day as called.
r Call Jim 334-379-4953

Payne’s Lawn Service
GRASS CUTTING • EDGING • TRIMMING •YARD CLEANING

Robert Payne
Cell: 334-447-7527

334-475-3179
Licensed & Insured

We Beat Anyone’s Price!
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(Make check payable to NIE)

r e g i s t e r o n l i n er e g i s t e r o n l i n e
w w w . d o t h a n e a g l e . c o m / y a r d s a l ew w w . d o t h a n e a g l e . c o m / y a r d s a l e

$35 INSID
E 15'

$35 INSID
E 15'XX10'10'

$30OUTS
IDE

$30OUTS
IDE 15'15'XX20

'20'

Individuals
& Businesse

s Welcome

SPACES A
RE ONLY

SPACES A
RE ONLY

NOT TO BE SOLD BY THE VENDOR:
firearms, live animals, provocative materials, tobacco/drug paraphernalia, food or drink, or any other goods that the Events

Management deems inappropriate for sale on the day of the event. Spaces subject to limitation.

See youSee you
Sat. April 30thSat. April 30th at theat the

Farm Center!Farm Center!

Dothan Eagle
Attn: Yard Sale 227 North Oates Street, Dothan, AL 36303

MAIL SPACE RESERVATION FORM AND PAYMENT TO:

Name: Address: City: State: Zip:

Phone: Email Address: What type of items for sale:

Number of inside spaces needed($35 each) Number of outside spaces needed($30 each)

Number of tables needed($10 each)

My payment of $ is enclosed/make check payable to Dothan Eagle

Please charge my credit card

Card number: exp. signature

Spaces are going fast!
Sign up today!

YYAARRDD SS AALLEE

7 AM - 1
PM

7 AM - 1
PM

SATURD
AY

SATURD
AY

APRIL 30T
H

APRIL 30T
H

Houston
County F
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ter

Houston
County F
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ter

8' TABLES ARE AVAILABLE FOR RENT

8' TABLES ARE AVAILABLE FOR RENT



U.S. command and control elements re-
viewed inputs from the ground forces and 
surveillance from air assets, to determine 
where the fire, which had split into three 
separate fires by March 31, needing the 
most attention.

“The team, consisting of Honduran and 
U.S. personnel and capabilities, conducted 
joint planning to continuously assess the 
situation and synchronize an effective, 
combined response to the fire - working as 
one to quickly gain control and extinguish 
the fires throughout the park,” said Col. 
Rob Harman, JTF-B commander.

After the majority of the efforts wrapped 
up March 31, only one fire still remained 
burning, though it was considered mostly 
under control by those on the ground.

“It’s always a good feeling to use our 
training and resources when a real-world 
need arises,” said CW3 Kyle Johnson, 
1-228th Aviation Regiment CH-47 pilot. 
“It’s not often we get to work side-by-side 
with our Honduran hosts in a situation like 
this, but this was an opportunity to work 
together on a common goal and everyone 
performed excellently.”

Both teams suspended flight operations 
on the evening of March 31 because of 
potentially unsafe night flying conditions 

and crew-duty days, and would reassess 
the situation the following morning.

The next day, the team noticed that one 

of the fires, which was previously extin-
guished, had re-ignited, and they had to 
orient their efforts toward two fires April 
1.

“When the Hondurans sent their heli-
copter up to assess the fires, they discov-
ered one of the fires they put out the day 
prior was ablaze again,” said Lt. Col. Dan-
iel Moore, 1-228th Avn. Regt. commander 
and officer in charge of U.S. response 
forces on the ground. “We quickly went 
to work on refueling aircraft and putting 
them in the fight against the two blazes.”

After continued operations through 
April 2, a joint assessment by Honduran 
Col. Barrientos, Air Force Chief of Staff 
met with Moore and concluded the fire 
was contained to the point that U.S. sup-
port was no longer required.

“It’s satisfying and rewarding to see that 
our efforts resulted in total mission suc-
cess,” said Johnson.

During the time frame of three days the 
1-228th Aviation Regiment dropped over 
390,000 gallons of water over the course 
of 55 hours flight time, earning thanks 
from the Honduran president, U.S. Am-
bassador James Nealon and local commu-
nity officials.

“Our Soldiers and NCOs are among the most versa-
tile in the Pacific,” the company commander said. “This 
training reflects the flexibility and adaptability we try to 

instill in our Soldiers. As support elements to forward 
deployed special operations forces, (forward support 
company) and (headquarters support company) encour-
age creative solutions to problems and an outside-the-
box mentality towards logistics.”

From deepening SOF-conventional force interoper-
ability to developing new concepts for support and pro-
viding options for humanitarian assistance and disaster 
relief, 1st SFG Soldiers remain committed to staying at 
the height of readiness, he said.

Army Aviation and Missile Research, De-
velopment, and Engineering Center’s Avia-
tion Engineering Directorate. 

“Black Hawk helicopters makes it pos-
sible for critical patients to fly from the 
battlefield to a specialized medical facility 
with their necessary medical equipment 
including blood warmers, patient moni-
tors and oxygen ventilators,” said Nathan 
Proper, AED systems engineer. “To ensure 
everyone’s safety, each PMI must undergo 
a series of tests before an airworthiness re-
lease can be authorized.”

A series of tests are conducted by the U.S. 
Army Aeromedical Research Laboratory, 
including electromagnetic interference, 
explosive atmosphere, night vision device 

compatibility, electromagnetic compatibil-
ity and others. 

EMI testing is initially conducted on each 
PMI device to characterize its electromag-
netic profile. Excessive radiated emissions 
may cause interference with aircraft com-
munication and navigation systems. 

Explosive atmosphere testing is required 
to show the PMI is not an ignition source. 
A failed test can be hazardous when operat-
ing in a fuel-air mixture environment. If the 
PMI is unable to successfully pass this test, 
the AWR will impose a restriction stating 
that the PMI device shall be turned off dur-
ing refueling.

NVD evaluations are conducted on each 
PMI device to determine if light emitted di-
rectly from the PMI itself or reflected from 
surrounding surfaces impairs the pilot’s 

ability to safely operate the aircraft. 
An EMC test is conducted to determine 

if the PMI is compatible electromagneti-
cally with all other equipment installed on 
that aircraft. This ensures proper operation 
of flight displays, and navigation and com-
munication equipment.

“The test requirements are documented 
in the “Joint Enroute Care Equipment Test 
Standard,” which is a joint agreement be-
tween the Air Force and Army that defines 
the PMI test requirements and methods for 
both fixed- and rotary-wing platforms,” 
Proper said. “USAARL develops tests plans 
in accordance with the JECETS document 
and conducts appropriate testing.”

According to Proper, after the compo-
nent-level testing is complete, AED re-
views the test data to determine if the PMI 

can be safely operated on aircraft. AED 
then develops a flight test AWR supporting 
the testing PMI. Once flight testing is com-
plete, AED reviews the flight test report and 
if approved, updates the fleet wide AWR 
authorizing use of the PMI on all H-60 air-
craft to support the MedEvac mission. 

Over 75 PMI devices have been autho-
rized for use on the H-60 fleet through 
AED’s airworthiness efforts. Emerging 
medical technological advancements will 
be required to meet the same stringent re-
quirements, Proper said.

“While the latest medical technology on-
board the MedEvac aircraft increases the 
survival of the patients, AMRDEC’s dedi-
cation to airworthiness and testing of PMI 
increases aircraft and air crew safety,” he 
said.
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Support

Helping

A U.S. Army CH-47 Chinook and UH-60 Black Hawk provide Bambi Bucket firefighting capabilities in 
support of a Honduran effort to extinguish a forest fire March 31 near Tela at the request of Honduran 
President Juan Orlando Hernandez. 

Photo by  Air Force Staff Sgt. Westin Warburton
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Training

ground space or time con-
straints.

“It’s hard to simulate 
landing on a boat when 
you’re landing on the 
ground,” said CW5 Joseph 
Santee, 10th CAB senior 
instructor pilot. “But that’ll 
be the next evolution of the 
training when we travel to 
Virginia. It’s also good to 
continue to build on this 
relationship with the Navy, 
so we know what the re-
sponsibilities are on our 
end.”

Capt. Andrew C. Ber-
hardt, a pilot from the 
HSC-2, agreed.

“It’s a great opportunity 
to combine our services 
for interoperability and ex-
panding the capabilities of 
the United States military,” 
he said. “We’re very ex-
cited about getting the op-
portunity to host the 10th 
CAB down in Virginia in 
the near future so they can 
utilize the training we’ve 
done here on an actual 
ship.”

According to Latona, 
the overall intent of this 
mission is to keep a small 
contingency force who is 
overwater-qualified and 
ready to deploy at a mo-
ment’s notice.

“Fighting and win-
ning is our sole priority,” 
he said. “And with the 
Navy’s expertise and the 
great relationship we have 
established here, I have 
no doubts we’ll be ready 
to execute any overwater 
mission.”



Communities across America 
continue to honor libraries dur-
ing National Library Week, a re-
source Center Library staff mem-
bers feel rests at the heart of Fort 
Rucker’s community. 

 “The whole idea behind a li-
brary is to make your life easier,” 
John Crawford, Center Library 
manager, said. “Libraries are 
great at developing a sense of 
community. We provide a place 
where people can come and re-
lax. Ideally we want to provide 
a space where clubs can meet 
– where people can get together 
and talk.”

The library provides a host of 
services, including computer ac-
cess, printing, faxing and a wide 
range of materials available for 
loan. But, according to Crawford, 
the librarians are also a valuable 
resource.

Jodi Wilcox, reference librar-
ian, echoed Crawford’s senti-
ment.

“The library is definitely more 
than books,” she said. “It is a 
learning environment and free re-
source that parents and kids will 
be hard pressed to find elsewhere. 
Any technician here at the library 
is willing to help anyone who 
wishes to do research or learn a 
new craft.”

Crawford said he feels librar-
ies provide a home away from 
home and a sense of solidarity in 
transient communities like Fort 
Rucker.

“People need a place where 
they can go and know they will 

find a sense of community and 
camaraderie,” he said. “Our goal 
is to provide that space for them 
to feel at home.

“We have a variety of book 
clubs, including a teen club, 
where people can come togeth-
er to discuss and recommend 
books,” he added. “We have a 
regular story time for children. It 
is partly about improving literacy 
and getting kids excited about 
books, but it is also about giving 
parents a chance to get together 
and chat amongst themselves.”

According to Cameron Hill, 
children’s programming coor-
dinator and library technician, 
libraries also provide a place for 
families to bond and for youth to 
expand their horizons.

“Spending time as a family is 
associated with better communi-
cation among family members, 
which in turn leads kids to do 
better in school and have less 
behavioral problems,” she said. 
“Family time gives children an 
opportunity to learn and model 
behaviors, and everyone gets to 
participate.

“Today is so fast-paced and 
high-tech,” she added. “It seems 
that young people are drawn to 
instant gratification activities. 
Reading can be a way to unwind 
and relax, but it can also be a 
great form of entertainment. 
Reading exercises our brains, 
improves our concentration, in-
creases our vocabulary, and de-
velops our imagination. It is es-
pecially important for children 
because it helps them do better 
in school.”

The Center Library currently 

loans out video games for many 
popular consoles and Crawford 
hopes to also provide board 
games for patrons to check out in 
the future.

“I think it would be nice for 
Soldiers and their families to have 
access to board games,” he said. 
“It is comforting to get together 
and enjoy a nice night together.”

Center Library will host con-
tests for patrons age 18 and older, 
age 13-17, and age 12 and under. 
Patrons who utilize the library 
will have a chance to win a daily 
prize or a grand prize Saturday.

Dr. Henry Stewart, retired 
Troy University Dean of Library 
Services, will speak about how 
libraries “Transform Lives” to-

day at 10:30 a.m. at the Center 
Library.  

Group reading opportunities 
include the Adult Book Club ev-
ery third Tuesday from 5-6 p.m. 
and the Teen Book Club every 
third Saturday from 4-5 p.m.

Center Library events for the 
month of April include a Tesla car 
display Wednesday at 2:30 p.m. 

followed by an Earth Day Aware-
ness presentation by Big Bend 
Wildlife of Enterprise at 3:30 p.m. 
and an Earth Day craft activity 
April 23 from 1-2:30 p.m.

For more information about 
the Center Library, call 255-3885 
or visit http://rucker.armymwr.
com/us/rucker/programs/center-
library.

In 2015, the Army reported 
2,660 cases of child abuse, with 
25 cases reported at Fort Rucker 
alone, but according to the gar-
rison commander, even one case 
is one too many.

Col. Shannon T. Miller pro-
claimed Fort Rucker’s commit-
ment to child abuse prevention 
by signing the Child Abuse Pre-
vention Proclamation during a 
ceremony in the atrium of Bldg. 
5700 where people gathered to 
show their support for the effort.

“As garrison commander, I’m 
calling on all of us, military and 
civilian, parents and non parents, 
to unite for a common goal – to 
end child abuse and to make a 
commitment to this prevention 
effort,” read the proclamation. 
“I am committed to ending child 
abuse and educating our commu-
nity on prevention methods.”

April is Child Abuse Prevention 
Month, and this year’s theme for 
the observance is, “Child Safety 
to Prevent Child Neglect.”

During the signing ceremony, 
students from the Fort Rucker 
Elementary School provided 
musical entertainment, and it’s 
because of children like the ones 
who performed that it’s impor-
tant the post takes a stand against 
child abuse, Miller said.

“Children are the future of our 
nation and it’s our job to keep 
them safe,” she said, adding that 
one of the main forms of abuse 
that many don’t realize is ne-
glect.

According to Miller, of all the 
reported incidents of child abuse, 
83 percent of incidents were that 
of neglect.

“This is the age of technol-
ogy and we all get distracted, 
but those seconds of distraction 
could be the difference between 
life and death for your child,” 
said the garrison commander. 
“Careful supervision is para-
mount to prevent accidents and 
injuries.”

Miller shared a story about a 
friend she was introduced to who 
lost her children to an incident of 
child neglect.

“One day, when her children 
were about 8 and 12 years old, 
they went to spend a day on the 
beach,” she said. “While they 
were there, she had to leave to go 
to the restroom, so she left them 
under the supervision of another 
adult.”

When the mother returned to 
the beach, her children had been 
swept up by the undertow and 
drowned. 

“Children are considered our 
precious cargo – they are our fu-

ture,” said Miller, and because 
of that fact, the Army has many 
programs to help parents with 
parenting, whether they are new 
parents or seasoned veterans, she 
added.

The Fort Rucker Family Ad-
vocacy Program offers programs 
like the new parent support pro-
gram and ScreamFree parenting 
to help parents who might be go-
ing through difficult times, she 
said.

“Everyone in the Army com-
munity has a responsibility to 
step up and let people know about 
the resources that are available 
to them,” said the garrison com-
mander. “We’ve had too many 
cases here at Fort Rucker and 
(abuse) isn’t something we want 
happening to our children.”

Although April is designated as 
Child Abuse Prevention Month, 
Miller said the charge should be 
a year-round observance to help 
stop child abuse in its tracks.
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Community hot shots
Winners announced 
in photography 
contest 
Story on Page C3

Mona Walkup helps her granddaughter, 2-year-old Madelyn Jones, piece together a sun project during a recent spring craft 
session at Center Library.

Photo by Jeremy Henderson

VOLUNTEER 
OPPORTUNITIES
Army Volunteer Corps Volunteer Program 
Manager

Duties: Recruit and interview prospective 
volunteers for the Army Community Service 
program. Assist in developing plans for the 
orientation and training of volunteers. Assist with 
the planning and coordination of the monthly 
recognition and awards ceremony. Annually 
review all job descriptions and standard operating 
procedures of the ACS volunteer staff. Ensure that 
confidentially is maintained. Maintain volunteer 
files and hours. Conduct orientation as needed. 
Establish a volunteer tracking system. 

Army Family Team Building Instructor
Duties: Prepare for and teach at least one class 

each quarter following the instructor instruction 
and lesson plans provided in the AFTB Instructor 
Guides. Attend quarterly AFTB council meetings. 
Ensure students complete class evaluation forms 
and forward to the AFTB program manager. 
Maintain personal records, documenting volunteer 
hours training received and awards received. 
Serve as a spokesperson for the AFTB program. 
Attend professional development. Report safety 
issues to the ACS volunteer coordinator. Adhere 
to guidance outlined in Army Regulation 608-1 
and AFTB SOP.

Army Family Action Plan Adviser
Duties: Promote and interpret AFAP activities 

to the military command, and serve as the 
liaison between AFAP and the command group. 
Assist the AFAP coordinator in developing 
and coordinating the implementation of the 
AFAP program initiative, goals and objectives. 
Provide counsel and assistance in identifying 
and recruiting volunteers. Serve as a member of 
the advisory council. Attend advisory council 
meetings. Adhere to the guidelines as outlined 
in AR 600-1, AFAP program handbook and the 
installation AFAP SOP. Report any safety issues 
to the ACS volunteer coordinator.

Col. Shannon T. Miller, Fort Rucker garrison commander, greets students of the Fort 
Rucker Elementary School after a performance during the signing of the Child Abuse 
Prevention Proclamation in the atrium of Bldg. 5700 April 7.

Photo by Nathan Pfau

Taking a stand
By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

Post commits to preventing child abuse

Center Library 
offers patrons sense 
of community
By Jeremy Henderson
Army Flier Staff Writer

Command Sgt. Maj. Micheal D. Sutterfield (center), 1st Aviation Brigade com-
mand sergeant major; Sgt. 1st Class Michael Lukeman (left), 1st Avn. Bde. equal 
opportunity adviser; and Sgt. 1st Class Pawoo Teh, EO adviser, read to children at 
the Center Library  last year.

Photo by Nathan Pfau

Patrons utilize the free internet access 
available at Center Library.

File photo

More than books
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On Post
your weekly guide to fort rucker events , services and activities. Deadline for submissions is noon Thursday for the following week’s edition.

Newcomers welcome
The newcomers welcome scheduled for 

Friday has been cancelled. For more infor-
mation, call 255-3161 or 255-2887. 

ACS instructor training
Army Community Service will offer its 

four-day standardized instructor training 
course Tuesday-Wednesday at the Spiritu-
al Life Center from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
The course equips instructors with knowl-
edge and tools for communicating infor-
mation to the military community. Those 
who successfully complete the course re-
ceive a certificate of completion and be-
come qualified instructors under ACS. 

For more information and to register, 
call 255-9578 or 255-3735. Childcare can 
be provided, but people need to call 255-
3564 two weeks in advance.

Wear Blue Day 
Army Community Service officials wel-

come people to join them in supporting 
Child Abuse Prevention Month by wear-
ing blue on Fridays in April. For details 
on Blue Day and Child Abuse Prevention 
Month activities, call 255-2647.

Wild Adventures Day Trip
MWR Central will host a day trip to 

Wild Adventures amusement park in Val-
dosta, Georgia. Participants will depart 
Fort Rucker at 5 a.m. Saturday and travel 
to Wild Adventures. Cost for this trip is 
$53 per person and includes a ticket to 
Wild Adventures and transportation. The 
trip is expected to return to Fort Rucker at 
10 p.m. There must be a minimum of 22 
participants for this trip. 

To sign up, stop by MWR Central or call 
255-2997.

CYSS extended hours survey 
Child, youth and school services is con-

ducting a survey to better gauge its patrons’ 
needs concerning operational hours at the 
child development center and the school 
age center. Parents’ input will assist garri-
sons in determining the need for extended 
hours care at these facilities. People can 
make their voices heard by participating 
in the survey now through Wednesday 
at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Ex-
tendedCareHours.

ACS needs assessment survey
Army Community Service is conduct-

ing a needs assessment now through May 
15.  People’s responses will assist ACS in 
developing programs that meet the needs 
of the Fort Rucker community. The survey 
is available at https://www.surveymonkey.
com/r/6YMW8QP, or paper copies are 
available through ACS. 

For more information, call 255-9641. 

Earth Day at Center Library
Center Library will host an Earth Day 

awareness event Wednesday. As part of 
the program, the Tesla Model S will be on 
display for public viewing at 2:30 p.m. It 
will be parked in the small parking lot be-
hind the library building. There will also 
be a wildlife presentation by Big Bend 
Wildlife Sanctuary at 3:30 p.m. People are 
welcome to visit the different animals that 
live in the wild and discover ways they 
can protect them and the environment. The 
program is limited to the first 65 people 
to register. The event is open to authorized 
patrons and is Exceptional Family Mem-
ber Program friendly. 

For more information or to register, stop 
by the Center Library or call 255-3885. 

Child abuse prevention training
Army Community Service will host 

child abuse prevention training for parents 
April 22 from 11-11:30 a.m. at The Com-
mons. Topics will include: helping parents 
understand that child abuse should not be 
a secret – children need to be educated and 
aware to protect themselves; educating 
children about child abuse is not destroy-
ing their innocence, it is protecting their 
innocence against perpetrators; domestic 
violence in the home is the No. 1 precursor 
to child abuse; and stranger danger myth 
– children are usually abused by someone 
they know and see often. The training will 
also cover safety guidelines parents can 
utilize with their children to protect them 
from abuse, and local information on re-
sources, numbers and hotlines regarding 
reporting abuse. People need to register by 
Monday. 

For more information, call 255-9647, 

255-3359 or 255-9805.

Spouse Sponsorship Survey
Army Community Service is conducting 

a spouse sponsorship program survey now 
through May 31 to determine if a need for a 
spouse sponsorship program exists at Fort 
Rucker. The program would provide an 
opportunity for incoming spouses to con-
nect with other spouses who can provide 
assistance with their family’s transition to 
Fort Rucker. People can make their voices 
heard by taking the survey at https://www.
surveymonkey.com/r/W9TRQ3N.

Teal Day Campaign
April is Sexual Assault Awareness Pre-

vention Month and this year’s theme is 
“Sexual Assault. Sexual Harassment. Not 
in Our Army.” The Teal Day Campaign 
will begin Tuesday as a Fort Rucker com-
munity-wide effort to recognize people’s 
collective responsibility to prevent all 
forms of sexual assault and sexual harass-
ment by wearing something teal Tuesdays 
in April.  For more information, call 255-
2382.

SHARP car wash
Fort Rucker Sexual Harassment Assault 

Response and Prevention will partner 
with the U.S. Army Warrant Officer Ca-
reer College’s Warrant Officer Candidate 
School Class 16-11 to host a car wash in 
recognition and observance of Sexual As-
sault Awareness and Prevention Month 
April 23 from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. on 
Shamrock Street. This year’s theme is, 
“Sexual assault. Sexual harassment. Not 
in our Army.” 

For more information, call 255-2382.

Stroller Parade and Decorating Contest 
The Fort Rucker New Parent Support 

Program will host the third annual Stroll-
er Parade and Decorating Contest April 
25 from 9:30-11a.m. at the Fort Rucker 
Elementary School track. The event is 
designed to bring awareness to the com-
munity’s effort to prevent and confront 
all forms of child abuse and neglect. The 
event will also feature a performance by 
the school band and choir. Strollers should 
be decorated prior to the event. Prizes will 
be awarded to first-third place winners. 
To participate, people need to register by 
Wednesday.

For more information, call 255-9647 or 
255-3359.

Annual volunteer recognition luncheon
The Fort Rucker Annual Volunteer 

Recognition Luncheon will be held April 
25 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at The Land-
ing Ballroom to recognize volunteers that 
contributed 100 or more hours of volun-
teer service last year. Reservations are re-
quired. 

For more information, call 255-2341 or 
255-1429. 

Book club for adults
The Center Library hosts a book club 

for adults the third Tuesday of each month 

from 5-6 p.m. Light refreshments will be 
served. For more information, call 255-
3885.

Book club for teens
The Center Library hosts a book club 

for teens the third Saturday of each month 
from 4-5 p.m. Light refreshments will be 
served. For more information, call 255-
3885.

Youth sports health fair 
Child, youth and school services will 

host its youth sports health fair April 27 

from 2-5 p.m. at the youth center, Bldg. 
2800. The fair will feature representatives 
from preventive medicine, 4-H Club, nu-
trition, family advocacy program, com-
munity police, Fort Rucker Fire and Emer-
gency Services, physical therapy and the 
dental clinic. There will also be eye and 
hearing screenings, blood pressure checks, 
and height and weight measurements. The 
event is open to all CYSS members and 
is Exceptional Family Member Program 
friendly. 

For more information, call 255-0950 or 
255-2257.

Fort Rucker Movie Schedule for April 14-17

Tickets are $6 for adults and $5 for children, 12 and under. Military I.D. card holders and their guests are welcome. Schedule subject to change. For more information, call 255-2408. 

DFMWR 
Spotlight

Thunder on Tholocco
A scene from a previous Thunder on Tholocco. Fort Rucker will host the 10th annual Thunder on Tholocco April 23 at Lake Tholocco. Gates open at 
9 a.m. and races begin at 11 a.m. The event is open to the public, with ticket prices $5 in advance or $7 at the door. Children ages 12 and under 
are free. Tickets may be purchased at outdoor recreation or MWR Central. People are welcome to bring a chair or blanket and watch multi-class 
outboard drag boat racing at its best, according to DFMWR officials. These high-performance machines reach speeds in excess of 100 mph. For 
more information, call 255-1749.
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Thursday, April 14 Friday, April 15 Saturday, April 16 Sunday, April 17

The Jungle Book (PG) .....................7 p.m. The Jungle Book (PG) .....................4 p.m.Deadpool (R) ...................................7 p.m.
The Jungle Book (PG) .....................7 p.m.

The Jungle Book (PG) .....................1 p.m.
The Jungle Book (PG) .....................4 p.m.



FORT SAM HOUSTON, 
Texas — A Soldier and two 
family members won 10 
awards between the three 
of them in the 2015 Army 
Digital Photography Con-
test.

The contest, hosted an-
nually by the Family and 
Morale, Welfare and Rec-
reation division of the U.S. 
Army Installation Manage-
ment Command, received 
2,509 entries, from which 
14 first, second and third-
place winners were select-
ed, along with 23 honor-
able mentions. 

Photographs were judged 
in seven categories – ani-
mals, design elements, dig-
ital darkroom, military life, 
nature and landscapes, peo-
ple, still life – in two divi-
sions: active duty and other 
eligible patrons, which in-
clude military retirees and 
family members.

Family member Mylan 
Dawson, of Fort Shafter, 
Hawaii, won design ele-
ments with “Blue and Gold 
Virgin River,” took second 
in digital darkroom with 
“Early Morning in Prague,” 
and was third in design el-
ements with “Death Valley 
Curves.” She also received 
an honorable mention in 
nature and landscape with 
“Punchbowl Falls.”

Family member Kim-
berly Kendall, of Wies-
baden, Germany, took first 
places in nature and land-
scape with “Karakul Lake” 
and people with “Uyghur 
Shepherds.” Her “Man 
with a Story” also earned 
an honorable mention in 
the people category.

CW2 Matthew Mizner, of 
Fort Campbell, Kentucky, 
took second place in the 
design elements category 
of the active duty division 
with “Old Glory.” He also 
earned honorable mentions 
with “The Swing” in the 
people category and “Inter-
stellar Apple” in still life. 

“Old Glory came from a 
similar process I had seen 
a while ago,” Mizner said. 
“It involved a 24-inch tall 
glass filled with water, 
olive oil and dish soap. I 
placed a small flag under 
the glass, and the design 
was magnified through the 
water and oil.”

“The Swing,” Mizner 
said was simply a matter of 
being at the right place at 
the right time – and ready 
to shoot – during a family 
outing at Cheekwood (Bo-
tanical Garden and Mu-
seum of Art) in Nashville, 
Tennessee.

“I happened to look over 
at my daughter in a swing 
and snapped a photo,” he 
explained. “This is one of 
my all-time favorite photos. 
A poster size of it hangs on 
a wall in my home.”

Mizner illustrated that 
one need not be in a special 
place or time to capture a 
“winning” photo.

“Interstellar Apple was 
me just practicing with 
flash photography and a 
macro lens,” he said. “I set 
up a small darkroom in my 
kitchen and emptied my 
fridge of fruit and snapped 
away. I liked the apple the 
most as it had a nice space 
feel to it.”

Mizner said someone 

from Fort Campbell Oc-
cupational Therapy handed 
him a flier about the 2015 
Army Digital Photography 
Contest, so he “figured I 
would see if I was good 
enough to place in the 
competition.”

Now Mizner wishes he 
had heard about the contest 
sooner.

“It would have pushed 
me earlier in my photog-
raphy hobby career to 
explore more places and 
ideas,” he said.

“Photography is a way 
for me to see things in a 
different way. Since start-
ing more than 10 years ago, 
I look at everything differ-
ent now. It’s nice to stop 
and see things for color, 
composition and beauty. 
My success, or placement, 
in this competition means I 
need to work harder. First 
place is my goal now.”

CW3 Juan Jusino was 
surprised to learn that he 
took first place in still life 
with “Game over man, 
game over!” The title of his 
photo of a toy action hero 
was inspired by the movie 
“Aliens.” 

“At the time, it was just 
an experiment, working 
with toys and lighting,” 
said Jusino, stationed at 
MacDill Air Force Base, 
Florida. “In the movie 
there’s a line: ‘Game over, 
man – game over!’ When 
I made that submission, I 
thought that was one of my 
weakest photos, but art is 

subjective.”
Jusino also earned an 

honorable mention in the 
people category with “Pur-
ple Haze,” a photo of the 
band HUNNY performing 
in St. Petersburg, Florida.

Jusino, whose forte is 
concert photography, be-
gan competing in the Army 
Digital Photography Con-
test in 2014 and promptly 
earned an honorable men-
tion with “The Moment 
When You Realize You 
Have Arrived,” taken at the 
B.B. King Blues Club and 

Grill at Times Square in 
New York City.

“It’s good that the Army 
sponsors this,” Jusino said. 
“It’s a great avenue for ser-
vice members to show our 
talent.

“It makes me feel good 
to find out that my work re-
ceived recognition – makes 
me want to keep trying 
each year,” Jusino said. 
“To get even an honorable 
mention is great. To do so 
two years in a row is pretty 
humbling, and it makes me 
very proud.”
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By Tim Hipps
U.S. Army Installation 
Management Command
Public Affairs

hot shots
Winners announced in 2015 Army Digital Photography Contest

Military family member Kimberly Kendall of Wiesbaden, Germany, wins the nature and landscapes category of the other eligible patrons division of the 2015 Army Digital 
Photography Contest with “Karakul Lake.”

Photo by Kimberly Kendall

Bringing People Together Thru Faith
ARMY FLIERChurch Directory

Call 347-9533 to advertise your church on this page.

“Be ye followers
of me, even as

I also am of
Christ.”

1 Corinthians 11:1

735 East Lee St
Enterprise, AL
36330

334-347-9530
www.GreenHillPC.org

Traditional Worship: 11:00AM

Sunday School: 9:30AM

Coffee & Fellowship: 10:30AM

214 S. Main Street • Enterprise
347-3467

Prayer Line 347-3467 ext 321
Service Times:
Traditional - in the

Fellowship Hall.............. 11:00AM

Contemporary C-3 - in the
Fellowship Hall.................8:45AM

The Gathering (Youth) ........ 6:00PM

Sunday School ....................9:55AM

Nursery Care .............Every Service

First United
Methodist Church

Here, it’s not about the building...

VINEYARD CHURCH
DOTHAN

Sun 10:30 Service; Wed 6:30 Small Groups
(334) 671-0093 • 150 B���l���� Rd

DothanvineyaRD.com

“Small things done with great love
will change the world”

ADVERTISING THAT
WORKS HARD FOR YOU!

FIND WHAT YOU’RE LOOKING FOR!

SPOTLIGHTBUSINESS CARD

Advertise
TODAY!
YOUR AD...THIS SPACE...

ONLY $96/mo

Steering More Sales Your Way

Mable Ruttlen • 334-393-9713

Get your business
on the road
to success!

307 N. Main Street
ENTERPRISE

www.christmissions.org

For Donation Pickup Call

393-4471

Christian Mission
Bargain Centers

347-GIVE

CW3 Juan Jusino of MacDill Air Force Base, Florida, takes first place in the still life category of the active duty division of the 2015 Army 
Digital Photography Contest with “Game over, man – game over!”

Photo by CW3 Juan Jusino

Military family member Kimberly Kendall of Wiesbaden, Germany, 
wins the people category in the other eligible patrons division of the 
2015 Army Digital Photography Contest with “Uyghur Shepherds.”

Photo by CW3 Juan Jusino
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Glow Run 5k
The Glow Run Fun Run and 5k event is scheduled for 

April 16 at Gayle’s Trails in Panama City Beach, Flor-
ida. The run and walk event is less about how fast par-
ticipants run and more about people enjoying the glowing 
course with their friends and family, according to organiz-
ers. Pack pick up is at 6 p.m. and the race starts at 7:30 
p.m. Cost is $30 per person and proceeds benefit Second 
Chance of Northwest Florida.

Earth Day Safari at zoo
Montgomery Zoo officials said its Earth Day Safari 

April 19 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. is a fun and educational 
field trip for students. People can participate in an en-
dangered species scavenger hunt, play Earth Day trivia 
games, see live animal presentations and enjoy special-
ized keeper talks at various animal exhibits.

For more information, visit www.montgomeryzoo.com/
announcements/earth-day-safari.

Seabreeze Jazz Festival
The Seabreeze Jazz Festival is scheduled for April 20-

24 at Aaron Bessant Park in Panama City Beach, Florida. 
The Seabreeze Jazz Festival was named a Top 10 Jazz 
Festival in the U.S. by “JazzIZ Magazine” and recently 
nominated as Best Jazz Festival at the Oasis Smooth Jazz 
Awards.

For more information, including times and acts that will 
perform, visit http://www.seabreezejazzfestival.com/.

OCS anniversary celebration 
The U.S. Army Officer Candidate School Alumni As-

sociation will host its 75th U.S. Army OCS Diamond An-
niversary Celebration and Reunion April 24-28 in Colum-
bus, Georgia. The association represents all Army officers 
commissioned through the Officer Candidate School, 
regardless of previous school locations and branches.  
Forty-three graduates have been awarded the Medal of 
Honor and many will be in attendance at the reunion. The 
reunion will feature several prominent speakers, including 
retired Lt. Gen. Joe Kinzer, former 5th Army commander; 
retired Lt. Gen. John Brown, former U.S. Army Pacific 
commander; Capt. Florent Groberg, recent MOH recipi-
ent; and retired Lt. Col. Ralph Peters, author and Fox 

News military analyst.  Demonstrations, briefings, special 
events and tours related to OCS are scheduled. Member-
ship in the OCS Alumni Association is also being accept-
ed.  The reunion will be conducted at the Double Tree 
Hotel, 5321 Sidney Simmons Boulevard, Columbus.

For more information, call (813) 917-4309 or visit 
www.ocsalumni.org.

Civil rights walking tour
People are welcome to explore Montgomery’s history 

through walking tours to different historical sites from 
profound moments from the slavery era, the Civil War, 
and the Civil Rights Movement. The tour highlights pio-
neers and unsung heroes who contributed to a new era.  
Walking tours are held every Saturday and Sunday at 1:30 
and 2:30 p.m. Tours start from The Village Gallery. Cost 
is $10 for adults, $5 for children 12 and under and chil-
dren 4 and younger are admitted for free. Book a tour by 
calling 334-595-9243.

Amazing Castle children’s exhibit
Gadsden’s Mary G. Hardin Center for Cultural Arts of-

fers the Amazing Castle children’s exhibit now through 
May 8. As visitors explore the Amazing Castle and its 
eight themed areas, they are introduced to seven story-
book characters who are part of the castle community. 
From the carpenter to the seamstress, each character has a 
special role. As they move through the castle, village visi-
tors playfully explore the interconnectedness of commu-
nity members in a setting inspired by fantasy and history, 
according to organizers. Admission is $8 per person, and 
free for Hardin Center members and children under 2.

For more information, visit http://www.culturalarts.
org.

Free walking tours
People can experience the culture and history of Ala-

bama with April Walking Tours throughout the state. 
Twenty-two towns across the state are offering free guid-
ed walking tours each Saturday morning in April. Tours 
begin at 10 a.m. and are about an hour long. Community 
leaders will escort people through the historic districts or 
courthouse square areas of their hometowns, sharing their 
personal remembrances and some tall tales from the old 
days.

For more information, visit alabama.travel/trails/april-
walking-tours.

Spring bird migration
Dauphin Island’s Audubon Bird Sanctuary features 

the largest segment of protected forest on the island 
and the first landfall for neo-tropical migrant birds af-
ter their flight across the Gulf from Central and South 
America each spring, according to sanctuary officials. 
These birds, often exhausted and weakened from severe 
weather during the long flight, find their first food and 
shelter on the island now through April 30. There have 
been 347 species reported on the island. It is also the 
birds’ final stop before their return flight each fall. The 
Bird Sanctuary has allowed Dauphin Island to be recog-
nized by the American Bird Conservancy and the Na-
tional Audubon Society as being globally important for 
bird migrations.

The main interstate nearest to the Audubon Bird Sanc-
tuary is I-10. From I-10, take Exit 17A to Dauphin Island. 
This will take you onto Route 193 South, also known 
as “Rangeline Road.” Follow Rt. 193 South all the way 
down to Dauphin Island. Once you’re on the island, take 
a left at the Water Tower on to Bienville Boulevard. The 
Sanctuary is located 1 mile from there on the right.

For more information, visit: http://dauphinisland.org/
audubon-bird-sanctuary/

Second Friday Art Walk
Mobile’s Second Friday LoDa Art Walk celebrates the 

arts downtown. The free monthly showcase of visual and 
performance arts starts at 6 p.m. second Friday of ev-
ery month now until Dec. 9, when galleries, restaurants, 
shops, institutions, etc., in the Lower Dauphin Arts Dis-
trict open their doors for a family-friendly evening of 
exhibitions and entertainment by area artists.

For more information, visit http://www.facebook.com/
LODAartwalk.

Jasmine Hill Gardens 
Jasmine Hill Gardens and Outdoor Museum features 

over 20 acres of year-round floral beauty and classical 
sculpture, including a new statuary honoring Olym-
pic heroes. People are invited to take a stroll through 
the outdoor gardens and experience flowers blooming 
throughout each season. Tours are available for groups 
of 20 or more. 

For more information, call 334-263-5713 or visit www.
jasminehill.org/. Jasmine Hill Gardens and Outdoor Museum 
is located at 3001 Jasmine Hill Road, Wetumpka.

ANDALUSIA
Ongoing — The American Legion 

Post 80 hosts a dance with live music every 
Saturday from 7:30-11:30 p.m. For more 
information, call 222-7131 or visit www.
andalusialegionpost80.org.

Ongoing — Andalusia Public Library 
offers free practice tests. Patrons can choose 
from more than 300 online tests based 
on official exams such as the ACT, SAT, 
GED, ASVAB, firefighter, police officer, 
paramedic, U.S. citizenship and many more. 
Patrons may select to take a test and receive 
immediate scoring. Test results are stored in 
personalized individual accounts, accessible 
only to patrons. Call 222-6612 for more 
information.

DALEVILLE
Ongoing — Veterans of Foreign 

Wars Post 6020 Franchise J. Ballard Post 
membership meetings are at the post 
headquarters on State Road 84 every third 
Thursday of the month at 7 p.m.  Breakfast 
is served Sundays, and games and TVs 
are available for entertainment. Meetings 
are open to all. The post can host parties, 
weddings, and hails and farewells.  For more 
information, call 598-6211, 598-1297, 598-
6211 or 379-9187. 

Ongoing — Daleville Chamber of 
Commerce meets the second Wednesday 
of each month at noon at the Chamber 
of Commerce office in the Daleville 
Cultural and Convention Center. For more 
information, call 598-6331.

DOTHAN
Ongoing — The American Legion 

Post 12 holds monthly meetings on the 
second Thursday of each month at 7 p.m. 
Meetings are held at the VFW on Taylor 
Road. For more information, call 400-5356.

Ongoing — Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Post 3073 Wiregrass Post membership 
meetings are at the post headquarters at 
1426 Taylor Road every third Tuesday of the 

month at 6:30 p.m. There is a fish fry every 
Friday night from 5-7 p.m., then karaoke 
beginning at 6 p.m. Breakfast is served 
Sundays from 8-11a.m. The post can host 
parties, weddings, and hails and farewells. 

ENTERPRISE
April 22-23 and 30 — Coffee County 

will host its Community Emergency 
Response Team training from 6-9 p.m. April 
22, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. April 23 and a hands-on 
exercise 8-11 a.m. at the Enterprise Rescue 
Training Facility at 519 East Lee Street. The 
training is designed to teach people how to 
protect family, friends and neighbors during 
times of crisis and disaster. Pre-registration is 
required. To register or get more information, 
call 894-5375 or 806-1994.

April 28 — The Wiregrass-Enterprise 
Chapter, National Active and Retired Federal 
Employees will meet for its monthly lunch 
program at 11 a.m. at Po Folks Restaurant 
in Enterprise. The guest speaker will be 
Sally Thornton, fitness center director 
for the Enterprise YMCA. The program 
will include the best types of exercises for 
seniors, exercise routines to help seniors 
lose weight, fitness center exercise classes 
and the benefits of membership for seniors. 
All federal employees, active or retired, are 
invited to attend the luncheon programs 
scheduled every fourth Thursday at 11 a.m. 
at Po Folks Restaurant in Enterprise. For 
more information, call 393-0492. 

May 10 — A Disabled American 
Veterans Mobile Service Officer Van will 
be at the Enterprise Farmers Market from 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m.  The van travels across the 
country to counsel and assist veterans to 
educate them and their families on benefits 
and service available to them in thanks for 
their service. For more information, call 
the Disabled American Veterans Chapter 9 
Enterprise-Coffee County at 308-2480.

GENEVA
Ongoing — The Geneva County 

Relay for Life meets the last Tuesday of the 

month at 6 p.m. at the Citizens Bank. For 
more information, call 248-4495.

MIDLAND CITY
Ongoing — Residents are invited to 

town hall meetings on the first Tuesday of 
each month at 5:30 p.m. at Town Hall, 1385 
Hinton Waters Ave.

For more information, call 983-3511.

NEW BROCKTON
Ongoing — Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 

from 9-11 a.m., Disabled American Veterans 
Chapter 99 maintains a service office in the 
New Brockton Police Station at 202 South 
John Street. The office will assist veterans 
who were injured or disabled while in 
military service. DAV service officers help 
veterans and their spouses with disability 
compensation claims, Veterans Affairs 
pensions, death benefits, VA medical care, 
Social Security disability benefits, veterans 
job programs, homeless veterans services 
and other veteran services. All veteran 
services are provided free of charge. For 
more information, call 718-5707. 

Ongoing — Adult education classes 
are offered in Rm. 12 at New Brockton High 
School, 210 South Tyler St., Mondays and 
Wednesdays from 6-9 p.m. All classes are 
free for individuals 16 years old or older 
who are not enrolled in public school. 
Individuals must take an assessment test 
prior to attending class. Call 894-2350 for 
more information.

OZARK
April 29 — St. Michael’s Episcopal 

Church will host its final spring classical 
guitar concert at 7 p.m.  The classical 
guitarist will be Isaac Bustos. The concert is 
free, but donations are accepted.  There will 
be a meet the musician reception following 
the concert in the parish hall.  St. Michael’s 
is located at 427 Camilla Avenue.  

Ongoing — The Friends of Ozark holds 
a monthly meeting on the second Tuesday 
of every month at 6 p.m. at the Ozark-Dale 

County Library. For more information, call 
477-6221 or email wcholmes53@hotmail.
com.

Ongoing — Every Wednesday, the 
Ozark-Dale County Public Library hosts 
free Wii Zumba from 5:30-6:30 p.m. Teens 
and adults are invited. For more information, 
call 774-5480.

PINCKARD
Ongoing — The public is invited to 

the Cross Country Workshop every Sunday 
at 6 p.m. at the Pinckard United Methodist 
Church. For more information, call 983-
3064.

SAMSON
Ongoing — The Samson City Council 

meets monthly the first and third Tuesdays 
at 5:30 p.m. at the Samson Community 
Center. 

Ongoing — American Legion Post 78 
meets monthly on the second Tuesday at 7 
p.m. 

TROY
Ongoing — Troy Bank and Trust 

Company sponsors senior dance nights 
every Saturday night from 7-10 p.m. at the 
J.O. Colley Senior Complex. The complex 
is transformed into a dance hall and features 
music from the 40s, 50s, and 60s with 
finger foods and refreshments. For more 
information, call Janet Motes at 808-8500.

WIREGRASS AREA
Ongoing — The Marine Corps 

League, Wiregrass Det. 752, welcomes all 
Marines, Navy corpsmen and chaplains, 
and their families, to its monthly meetings. 
Meetings are held the first Thursday of each 
month at 7 p.m.  Attendees are welcome to 
arrive early for food and camaraderie. The 
next meeting will be at the Golden Corral 
in Dothan. For more information, call 718-
4168 or 805-7335.

Wiregrass community calendar
If you would like to advertise your event, email Jim Hughes with all the details at jhughes@armyflier.com.

Beyond Briefs

The annual Alabama Book Festival will 
be in historic downtown Montgomery at 
Old Alabama Town April 23 from 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. The festival will feature about 50 
authors, and more than 40 vendors and ex-
hibitors. 

The free public event is the state’s pre-
mier book festival, with some 5,000 people 
from around the state and the southeast 
converging to meet with and hear from 
their favorite authors and scholars. There 
will also be a children’s activity area. 

For more information, call 334-240-
4500, or visit www.alabamabookfestival.
org/welcome.html.

Army Flier
Staff Reports

Book festival returns to Montgomery



U.S. ARMY GARRISON 
OKINAWA, Japan — USAG 
Okinawa Soldiers and hundreds 
of volunteers from the Okinawa 
community came together April 3 
to beautify the seven sacred sites 
on Torii Station in preparation for 
Shimi – a Japanese ceremonial 
tradition to honor the dead. 

Throughout April, Okinawa 
families will gather at ancestral 
tombs across the island to pray 
and celebrate the lives of their 
deceased loved ones. A key part 
of the tradition is the cleaning of 
the tomb and other sacred sites. 

Torii Station community re-
lations personnel work closely 
with the local wards to ensure 
that these sites are accessible to 
families and coordinate joint ef-
forts like the sacred site cleanup. 

“It’s a great opportunity to 
reach out to the community as a 
good neighbors and also to keep 
our installation clean,” said Yu-
miko Uchima, community rela-
tions specialist. “Not to mention, 
those Army volunteers had a 
chance to learn Okinawan culture 
and tradition.”

Several Soldiers with the Better 
Opportunities for Single Soldiers 
program, along with Soldiers and 
families from the 716th Mili-
tary Police Battalion, took time 
on their day off to help clear the 
hallowed areas from vegetation 
and debris. A central pillar of the 
BOSS program is volunteerism, 
said Sgt. James Turner, BOSS 
president.

“It was a great opportunity for 
many Soldiers to interact with 
local people and build a relation-
ship with the community around 
the base,” Turner said. “Many 
Soldiers got to see some of the 
cultural sites located on Torii Sta-
tion for the first time, and gained 
a new respect for Okinawan his-
tory and culture.”

For Turner, being able to give 
back to the community is an av-
enue to broaden Soldier’s experi-
ence while on island. 

“It is very important to give 
Soldiers a chance to give back 
to their community, showing that 

they want to have an appreciation 
for the local culture and not just 
be a bystander during their time 
here on Okinawa,” said Turner.

Torii Station is home to seven 
sites that are considered sacred 
by the local community. Village 
residents honor the Kabiginga 
and Uka Utakis out of obliga-
tion to a water deity, while the 
Mechinshi and Kumindo sites are 
dedicated to the male and female 
deities who built Sobe Village. 

Perhaps the most famous Utaki 
on Torii Station is the Kuragaa 
spring well, where according to 
the Akainuko legend, a red-hair 
dog found the spring during a 
drought. Throughout the year, 
visitors come to the spring to 
pray for the blessing of water. 

The Hunukan and Uganhira 
Utakis serve as the sacred grove 
of the village hearth deity and the 
location of the village guardian, 
respectively. 

“We are here to honor and 
respect those sites to clean-up 
before Shimi,” said Sobe Ward 
Chief Takashi Ikehara to the as-
sembled volunteers. “It is a great 
turn out. We have lots of Sobe 
community members and volun-
teers from Torii Station joined 

together to clean-up. As Oki-
nawans, we embrace the concept 
of Yui-Maru (meaning to help 
each other). 

“We should cherish and honor 
this spirit of Yui-maru concept, 
so that we can develop our friend-
ship,” he said. 

USAG Okinawa places a pre-
mium on its relationship with its 
neighbors and appreciates open 

lines of communication used to 
forge a solid relationship, accord-
ing to officials.

“We develop our friendship 
to create the foundation of trust, 
we support each other whenever 
we need some assistance,” said 
Uchima. “We maintain a good re-
lationship with local community 
– we can solve the issues through 
open communication.”
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Torii Station is home to seven sites that are considered sacred by the local community.

Religious 
Services

Worship Services

Except as noted, all services 
are on 

Sunday.

Headquarters Chapel, 
Building 109
8 a.m. Traditional Protestant 

Service

Main Post Chapel, Build-
ing 8940

9 a.m. Catholic Mass Sunday
11 a.m. Collective Protestant 

Service
12:05 p.m. Catholic Mass 
(Tuesday - Friday)
4 p.m. Catholic Confessions 

Saturday 
5 p.m. Catholic Mass 

Saturday

Wings Chapel, Building 
6036

8 a.m.  Latter-Day Saints 
Worship Service
9:30 a.m. Protestant Sunday 

School
10:45 a.m. Wings Crossroads 
(Contemporary Worship 
Protestant Service)
12 p.m. Eckankar Worship 

Study (4th Sunday)

Spiritual Life Center, 
Building 8939
10:15 a.m.  CCD 
(except during summer 

months)

Bible Studies

Tuesdays
Crossroads Discipleship 

Study 
(Meal/Bible Study) 
Wings Chapel, 6:30 p.m.

Protestant Women of the 
Chapel

Wings Chapel, 9 a.m. and 
6 p.m.

Adult Bible Study
Spiritual Life Center, 7 p.m.

Wednesdays
Catholic Women of the 

Chapel 
Wings Chapel, 8:30 a.m.

Above the Best Bible 
Study

Yano Hall, 11 a.m.

Top 10% in the nation for patient safety

Southeast Alabama Medical Center employees and
medical sta� thank Fort Rucker for its commitment
to the security of our community and our country.
We extend our appreciation to the soldiers and
military families for their personal sacri�ces.

1108 ROSS CLARK CIRCLE DOTHAN, AL 36301 334-793-8111 SAMC.ORG

WE
APPRECIATE
FORT

RUCKER.

Retired military and their spouses are encouraged to apply.

By Richard L. Rzepka
USAG Okinawa

Photos by Richard L. Rzepka

Torii Station community relations personnel work closely with the local wards to ensure that these sites are accessible to 
families and coordinate joint efforts like the sacred site cleanup.

Army, Okinawans come together 
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Do you smell what Lyster’s nutri-
tion care service is cooking? 

Lyster Army Health Clinic’s Nu-
trition Care Service staff cooked up 
the winning recipe from their Army 
Performance Triad Healthy Recipe 
Competition April 6. 

In March, the LAHC Nutrition 
Care Service team conducted a Per-
formance Triad Recipe Competi-
tion as part of its National Nutrition 
Month activities. They received 20 
recipe submissions from Soldiers, 
family members and Army civilians 
from across Fort Rucker. 

All recipes submissions were 
evaluated based on nutrition content 
and cost. The top three entries were 
recognized during a special cooking 
demonstration held in the LAHC 
Lifespace Center. 

The winner of the competition was 
Nicole Cannon for her Sweet Potato 
and Black Bean Chili recipe. She re-
ceived a new cookware set and had 
her recipe cooked for everyone in at-
tendance at the cooking demonstra-
tion. 

“I have four kids and have a pas-
sion for cooking, so this was defi-
nitely something I knew I wanted 
to participate in,” said Cannon. “I 
always try to cook healthy and on a 
budget for my family.”

Second place was awarded to 
Patricia Mathisen, who submitted 
her Herb and Parmesan Broccoli. 
Third place went to Staff Sgt. Daniel 
Abeyta for his Summer Squash and 
Garbanzo Bean Salad.

“All of the recipes we received 
were wonderful,” said Capt. Angela 
Green, chief of Lyster’s Lifespace 
Center. “We had a great turnout and 
hope to continue holding events such 
as this in the future.”

Follow LAHC on Facebook for 
more information on upcoming 
healthy cooking demonstrations.  

Soldiers, families and civilians made 
the most of a sunny afternoon during 
Fort Rucker’s second annual Fit Fest and 
Safety Stand Down Friday at the festival 
fields. 

Businesses and groups from Fort Ruck-
er and the Wiregrass area offered attend-
ees group games, activities and health 
information. Among the approximate 55 
vendors on site were Medical Center En-
terprise, the Directorate of Family, and 
Morale, Welfare and Recreation, Women’s 
Health Care of Dothan, American Family 
Care and more.

“This Fit Fest and Commander’s Fit 
Challenge is designed to help improve 
readiness across the installation, assess 
health of our Soldiers, provide awareness 
of community wellness resources and pro-
mote team building,” said Maj. JoAnne 

Ward, chief of preventive medicine at 
Lyster Army Health Clinic. 

One of the most interactive events at Fit 
Fest was Zumba, which got participants 
moving and grooving. 

Heather Rivas and her 3-year-old son, 
Axel, joined the group for the cardio dance 
session. 

“This is a great event. Axel especially 
loves Zumba,” said Rivas. “This is a great 
event that provides information on health 
and fitness.”

Col. Gary Wheeler, commander of 
Lyster Army Health Clinic, said there are 
many different aspects of health besides 
physical health and Fit Fest focuses on all 
aspects of quality health including social, 
family and spiritual health.

“Making sure our Soldiers and their fam-
ilies are safe, healthy and fit directly con-
tributes to health readiness overall,” said 
Wheeler. “Fit Fest is a fun, interactive way 
to reach out and provide knowledge to our 

Soldiers and families on ways to improve 
their health and fitness. Most decisions that 
people make to stay healthy don’t happen 
in the doctor’s office. They happen where 
people work and live – where they spend 
the majority of their time.”

Wheeler said Fit Fest is just one way for 
the Fort Rucker community to make a dif-

ference in their health and their family’s 
health. Throughout the entire year, Fort 
Rucker and Lyster Army Health Clinic 
offer healthy events, cooking classes and 
activities such as races, Zumba and yoga. 

He encourages everyone at Fort Rucker 
to continue making good health decisions, 
even if they are small changes.

D
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Health Invictus games
DOD promotes strength through 
international collaboration 

Story on Page D3and Fitness

Soldiers participate in a burpee challenge during Fort Rucker’s Fit Fest Friday. 

Photo by Jenny Stripling

By Jenny Stripling
Lyster Public Affairs Officer

By Jenny Stripling
Lyster Public Affairs Officer

TASTES GREAT

Nicole Cannon receives her first-place prize 
from Capt. Angela Green, chief of the Lyster 
Army Health Clinic Lifespace Center.

Courtesy photo

Chili recipe earns top honors in healthy cooking competition 

Fort Rucker promotes 
healthy living with 
2nd annual Fit Fest

Brig. Gen. Erik H. Torring, deputy commanding general of the Regional Health Command – Atlantic, shakes hands with Spc. Molly 
Woodson, Lyster Army Health Clinic, as Col. Gary Wheeler, commander of the clinic, looks on. Torring visited and toured Lyster, 
and also the veterinary and dental clinics Monday. The general also presented coins to some of Lyster’s outstanding Soldiers, 
including Woodson. 

Photo by Jenny Stripling

VIP visit

For one Army Aviator, the opportunity to focus on 
his love of the game of soccer has been a long time 
coming.

CW4 Michael J. “Josh” Guidry, a Black Hawk main-
tenance test pilot, was recruited out of high school for 
college level play, but decided to enlist instead.

After more than 20 
years of service, includ-
ing deployments in sup-
port of Operation Iraqi 
Freedom and Operation 
Enduring Freedom, he 
welcomed the chance 
as a Soldier to focus on 
sports as Men’s All-Ar-
my Soccer head coach, 
beginning with soccer 
trials at Fort Benning, 
Georgia, that began 
Monday.

“I’m very excited to 
have this opportunity 
and earn some experience,” said Guidry. “It shows that 
Army Aviators can reach for this level and balance, in 
sports and family.”

At Fort Rucker, Guidry serves as a personnel resourc-
es analyst for warrant officers for the Aviation Branch. 
His wife, Capt. Heather Guidry, is also an Army Aviator 
who currently serves with the 1st Aviation Brigade.

Each year the military services conduct an armed 
forces championship and this year the Army is the de-
fending champion. The Army team won the gold medal 
at the 2015 Armed Forces Championship by defeating 
the Air Force 1-0 in the championship match. 

Guidry’s job over the next few weeks is to shape the 
Army’s 2016 team. At the soccer trials, 34 Army play-
ers are invited to try out to make the All-Army team. 
From that pool, only 18 will be selected to play against 
the other branches of military service in the All Armed 
Forces tournament that starts at Fort Benning May 6.

In the Army trials, Guidry is looking not only to com-
pose the Army team, but also for players who may be 
chosen to go on to represent the United States on the 
international playing field.

According to Guidry, after the eight-day round-robin 
style All Armed Forces tournament, players from across 
the services will be selected to go on to compete as the 
U.S. All-Armed Forces team at the international, Con-
seil International du Sport Militaire level. The average 
age of players is in their mid-20s and experience levels 
can range from home-grown experience to Division I 
college players, players with professional experience.

According to Guidry, choosing the invitees for the 
Army camp this year from more than 100 applicants 
was difficult for him and his assistant coach, Staff Sgt. 
Joshua R. Blodgett.

Earning an invitation to camp makes Soldier athletes 

By Kelly P. Morris
USAACE Public Affairs

Black Hawk 
pilot coaches 
Men’s All-
Army Soccer 

See soccer, Page D3

CW4 Michael J. “Josh” Guidry

Courtesy photo
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WASHINGTON — In less than 
a month, a team of 115 active-duty 
and veteran athletes will represent 
the United States at the 2016 In-
victus Games in Orlando, Florida. 

The Invictus Games are an in-
ternational sporting competition 
for wounded, ill and injured ser-
vice members.

DOD’s participation in this 
year’s games is the continuation 
of an ongoing effort to build and 
maintain an international coalition 
dedicated to developing effective 
programs and policies for the 21st-
century warrior, said James Rodri-
guez, the deputy assistant secretary 
of defense for warrior care policy.

This commitment to collabora-
tion was most recently on display 
during the Warrior Care in the 
21st Century Symposium held in 
Bethesda, Maryland, at the Uni-
formed Services University of the 
Health Sciences Oct. 20-22, he 
said. Thirteen nations joined DOD 
at the symposium for multilateral 
discussions on topics covering 

readiness, recovery, rehabilitation, 
reintegration and post-military 
support.

The symposium built upon 
conversations that began with the 
United States-United Kingdom 
Task Force Working Group and the 
2014 Recovery Summit, in which 
27 nations came together to share 
best practices, lessons learned and 
fact-based evidence gathered on 

warrior care during the previous 
14 years of sustained conflicts.

Rodriguez said much of the 
driving force behind this inter-
national collaboration on warrior 
care can be traced to the 2013 
Warrior Games, an adaptive sports 
competition for U.S. military ath-
letes originally hosted by the Unit-
ed States Olympic Committee in 
Colorado Springs, Colorado.

Britain’s Prince Harry visited 
the games with a team of athletes 
from the U.K. armed forces, which 
inspired him to help create an in-
ternational sporting competition 
for warrior-athletes, the Invictus 
Games. The inaugural games – 
held in 2014 in London – marked 
the first coming together for many 
nations to collaborate and mutual-
ly support wounded, ill and injured 
service members and veterans, 
Rodriguez said.

Sharing lessons learned
“Invictus Games promotes 

best practices,” said Dr. Jonathan 
Woodson, assistant secretary of 
defense for health affairs, dur-
ing his opening remarks at the 
Warrior Care in the 21st Century 
Symposium. “When we bring to-
gether many nations in support of 
warrior-athletes, we are also pro-
viding opportunities for medical 
professionals, care coordinators, 
caregivers, family members, and 
other support staff to collaborate 
and learn from one another.”

“We learned during the inaugu-
ral Invictus Games and the 2014 

Recovery Summit that there is an 
enduring need on the part of many 
nations to share best practices and 
lessons learned,” Rodriguez said. 
“We must establish a common re-
search agenda to maximize data 
and funding, and identify work-
able solutions to long term warrior 
care issues.”

Invictus Games 2016, sched-
uled for May 6-12, will present the 
next formal opportunity for inter-
national collaboration between the 
15 countries scheduled to partici-
pate, he said. 

However, Rodriguez noted, the 
work done over previous years to 
construct an international coalition 
means the dialogue and sharing of 
information isn’t limited to struc-
tured events.

“Relationships developed dur-
ing the past few years allow all 
participating nations to maintain 
an ongoing dialogue on common 
challenges,” he said, “determining 
what’s necessary to enhance and 
develop meaningful and measure-
able solutions for our wounded, ill 
and injured service members and 
their families.”
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(Editor’s note: Tim Hipps, U.S. Army Installation Manage-
ment Command Public Affairs, contributed to this article.)

IOWA CITY, Iowa — On the same day that his two-time 
Olympian brother, Sgt. Spenser Mango, left his wrestling 
shoes on the mat and retired from competition, Sgt. Ryan 
Mango qualified for the U.S. National Team. 

It took a decisive win in his first round and another in his 
last against the same New York Athletic Club grappler, Nik-
ko Triggas, for Ryan to take third place in the 59-kilogram 
Greco-Roman wrestling competition of the U.S. Olympic 
Team Trials Saturday at Carver-Hawkeye Arena in Iowa 
City.

It wasn’t quite enough to get him to Rio de Janeiro, but the 
top three finishers in each weight class qualified for the U.S. 
National Team, where they will help train U.S. Olympians 
and compete in other international matches. 

Ryan’s older brother, Spenser, has represented the USA 
in world championships every year since 2008 when he first 
went to the Olympics. Spenser has dominated the lower 
weight classes of Greco Roman wrestling in the USA for 
almost a decade, winning seven U.S. Open championships.

If Spenser would have continued in the tournament this 
weekend, the two Army brothers would have likely faced 
each other, and that has never happened in competition.

“We actually slipped by – we never wrestled each other,” 
Ryan said. “We saved my mother some grief. She’s up in the 
stands and she (was) nervous we might wrestle.”

Instead, older brother Spenser lost to New York Athletic 
Club’s Jesse Thielke in the second round of competition. 
Thielke went on to win the weight class and earn the right to 
represent Team USA in the Olympics. 

“I knew this was going to be my last year,” Spenser said. 

“I didn’t think this was going to be my last day – so this one 
hurts.”

“I guess it’s inevitable for any athlete,” he said. “You can’t 
do it forever.”

Younger brother Ryan, 25, said “It’s tough, you know. It’s 
maybe the second time I’ve ever seen him lose in his weight 
class since 2007 in the U.S.”

It was the first Olympic trials for Ryan, five years Spens-
er’s junior. In 2012, Ryan was wrestling for Stanford Univer-
sity as a two-time NCAA All-American. He enlisted in the 
Army last year and became an 88M motor transport operator 
before joining the service’s World Class Athlete Program.

Going into his first match of the Olympic qualifier, Ryan 
said he was on his guard because Triggas had bested him in 
the U.S. Open during December in Las Vegas.

“He’s got some funky stuff,” Ryan said of Triggas, whom 
he ended up beating 8-0 after a gut-wrench and throw.

Then he lost an 8-4 decision to Army teammate Spc. Ildar 
Hafizov, who went on to the finals. 

Ryan had to face Triggas again in the semi-final match 
for third place. After a series of challenges following a take-
down, Ryan again won decisively, 16-7.

Also qualifying Saturday for the U.S. National Team was 
Hafizov, who placed second in the same weight class; and 
Sgt. Caylor Williams, who took second place in the 98-kilo-
gram class of Greco-Roman wrestling, and Sgt. Randi Miller 

who took third in the 69-kilogram women’s freestyle divi-
sion. Sgt. Whitney Conder qualified for the U.S. National 
Team, April 10, by taking second place in the 53-kilogram 
women’s freestyle division. Williams, Hafizov and Conder 
will be alternates on Team USA for the Olympics. 

Soldier, 2-time Olympian passes torch to younger brother
By Gary Sheftick
Army News Service

U.S. Marine Corps Sgt. Lakin Booker, right, the gold medalist in the women’s 
lightweight powerlifting event, and British Royal Navy weapons engineer Mic-
kaela Richards, the silver medalist, pose for a photo during the 2014 Invictus 
Games at Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park in London Sept. 14, 2014.  

Air Force photo by Senior Airman Justyn Freeman 
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Sgt. Ryan Mango (red) throws Nikko Triggs of the New York Athletic 
Club, en route to an 8-0 win in the first round of 59kg Greco-Roman 
competition in the USA Olympic Team Trials for wrestling Saturday 
at Carver-Hawkeye Arena, Iowa City, Iowa. 

Photo by Gary Sheftick

set apart and includes an ambassadorial role, and multiple 
returning players this year have competed up to the CISM 
level in the past, Guidry said. 

“All-Army Sports is a great opportunity because it sup-
ports Soldier readiness and well-being through athletic 
performance, military bearing and competitive spirit,” said 
Tony Poore, a sports specialist for Army Morale, Welfare 
and Recreation who manages the day-to-day operations of 
All Army Sports programs.

Poore, who selected Guidry for the head soccer coach 
position, said Guidry’s coaching philosophy and experi-
ence are exemplary.

“His professionalism is very evident and he values that 
the Soldier-athletes coming to camp are ambassadors for 
the sport of soccer back at their duty stations and the Army 
as a whole,” said Poore.

Guidry’s experience is highly sought after in a Soldier 
who will lead the Army team, according to Poore.

Guidry’s background includes being a player and coach 
at a number of institutions, including building varsity pro-
grams at Fort Hood, Texas, and in Korea. During a tour 
in the Washington, D.C., area, he was able to train with 
men’s premiere amateur teams and minor league clubs, 
and was exposed to professional coaching and soccer 
there, according to Guidry. 

Throughout his military career that includes service 
in the Air Force and Army, he has coached, played and 
captained varsity soccer teams, and volunteered to coach 
youth camps and clubs.

In the “old days,” (before the War on Terror), varsity 
teams were post-sponsored all-star teams, Guidry ex-
plained.

While at Fort Rucker, Guidry has continued to work 
towards achieving a Class C coaching license, and vol-
unteered to coach boys soccer for a youth sports club in 
Dothan. In the future, he hopes to teach and coach.

For more information on the All Army Sports Program, 
visit www.allarmysports.armymwr.com. People can fol-
low All-Army Sports at twitter.com/armyathlete and face-
book.com/TheAllArmySports.
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Sports Briefs
Trip to Tough Mudder

MWR Central will host a trip to the Tough Mud-
der in Fairburn, Georgia May 6. The trip will depart 
Fort Rucker May 6 and travel to Georgia to stay the 
night in the hotel. In the morning, participants will 
check out and travel to the Tough Mudder. Prices for 
the trip are based on people per room, and include 
transportation, hotel accommodations and entry to 
the Tough Mudder. The Tough Mudder is a team-
oriented 10-12 mile obstacle course designed to test 
physical strength and mental grit, according to orga-
nizers. Tough Mudder puts camaraderie over where 
people finish and is not a timed race, but a team 
challenge that allows participants to experience ex-
hilarating, yet safe, world-class obstacles. This race 
features a sprawling, diverse landscape that will take 
participants up and down rolling hills and wooded 
trails, in and out of bodies of water, and up and over 
new obstacles. 

The deadline to register for the race is Friday. To 
sign up, stop by MWR Central in Bldg. 5700 or call 
255-2997.

SWGC Demo Day 
Silver Wings Golf Course will host its Demo 

Day Saturday from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Attendees will 
be able to experience the latest and greatest in golf 
club equipment, according to SWGC officials. 
Golfers will be able to test out the performance of 
the latest golf equipment offerings from major golf 

manufacturers. The event is open to the public and 
non-members. 

For more information, call 598-2449.

Lifeguard courses
Lifeguarding courses will be held at the Fort 

Rucker Physical Fitness Center April 23-24 from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. The course is open to people ages 15 
and up, and costs $125 for military and Department 
of Defense ID card holders, and $150 for members 
of the general public. A prerequisite test on the first 
day must be passed to enter the course. People may 
register at the front desk of the Fort Rucker PFC. The 
cutoff for registration is three days prior to course 
start date. Class may be canceled if minimum enroll-
ment is not met. 

For more information, call 255-2296. 

Youth fishing tournament
Fort Rucker Outdoor Recreation will host a youth 

fishing tournament Saturday from 7 a.m. to noon at 
Parcours Lake. This event is open to the public for 
youth ages 3-15. Entry fee is $15. Live bait is permit-
ted, but no minnows. Prizes will be awarded to first-
third place winners. Bait, snacks and a few fishing 
gear items will be available for purchase the morning 
of the event. People can register at ODR or MWR 
Central. 

For more information, call ODR at 255-4305 or 
MWR Central at 255-2997.
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