
SERVING THE HOME OF ARMY AVIATION SINCE 1956––

A UH-1 Huey helicopter is flown overhead of the dedication Ceremony for the CW4 Michael J. Novosel Soldier Service Center on April 
9, 2026 by the Friends of Army Aviation to honor Mr. Novosel who flew the same aircraft. ( Photo by Brittany Trumbull)
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AROUND THE ARMY
JIATF-401, JTF-NCR strengthen 
homeland defense with counter-
UAS training in National Capital 
Region

Students at the School of Advanced 
Military Studies enhance futures 
thinking, operational, tactical skills 
alongside successful wargame 
coach

Airfield operations manager devotes 
four decades of professionalism at 
Hohenfels

SETAF-AF presents Order of Saint 
Michael to Italian WWII paratrooper 
Paola Del Din

Mastery Under Pressure: Fort Rucker Pilot Honored with Broken Wing 
Fort Rucker leaders, family members and Soldiers 
gathered April 10 at Hanchey Army Airfield to 
recognize retired Chief Warrant Officer 4 Michael 
Hedgpeth, Army Civilian Professional, whose 
actions saved lives and exemplified the highest 
standards of Army Aviation. “Every steady hand and 
every clear mind in moments of crisis comes from 
above,” Chaplain Dane Rinehart ...
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Maj. Gen. Gill outlines Army Aviation transformation at AUSA Luncheon
Maj. Gen. Clair Gill, commanding general of the 
US Army Aviation Center of Excellence and Fort 
Rucker, outlined a significant transformation for 
the force, emphasizing a future with advanced 
unmanned aircraft and the acceleration of 
next-generation helicopters during a luncheon 
address on April 8. Speaking to the Association 
of the U.S. Army (AUSA) at the Enterprise Civic... 
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Army Aviation’s Front Door - CW4 Michael J. Novosel Soldier Service 
For decades, the number 5700 has been 
synonymous with a Soldier’s arrival to Fort Rucker. 
Beyond the gates, the first welcome a Soldier 
receives is at the Soldier Service Center, Building 
5700, serving as a hub where careers launch, 
families transition, ID cards are printed and good 
coffee can always be found. This makes it a fitting 
tribute to Medal of Honor recipient...
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Fort Rucker Soldiers Hit the Mark at National Competition
Sixteen Fort Rucker Soldiers competed with nearly 200 other Soldiers from across the 
Army in the 2026 U.S. Army Small Arms Championships from March 8-14. The annual 
weeklong, live-fire competition tests marksmanship fundamentals, weapons handling, and 
decision-making under pressure. For Maj. Nicholas Barwikowski, AVCOE team captain, 
this year’s All-Army marksmanship competition marked both a culmination and a transition.
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Members of the Fort Rucker Family Advocacy Program hosted the an-
nual Child Abuse Prevention Month proclamation signing  April 3, at Ellis 
D. Parker Elementary School.

Students opened the event with the Pledge of Allegiance, the national 
anthem and some were recognized with awards for a recent art contest. 
Winning artwork will be displayed in the lobby of Building 5700 through-
out April.

Col. Jeffrey Paulus, Fort Rucker garrison commander, presented the 
awards and emphasized the importance of children in the Fort Rucker 
community.
 
“We may have tens of millions of dollars of helicopters on this installation, 
yet the single most valuable thing inside our gates is right behind me,” 
Paulus said, pointing to the students before signing the proclamation. 

Fort Rucker Building Dedicated to Joseph P. Cribbins
The headquarters for the U.S. Army Aviation and Missile Command’s (AMCOM) Aviation 
Combined Logistics Command (ACLC), building 1116, was officially dedicated in honor of 
Joseph P. Cribbins, a legendary figure in Army aviation logistics whose career spanned 
more than four decades. Cribbins began his military career in 1940 as an enlisted 
cavalryman and was commissioned in 1942.
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