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U.S. Army Cpl. Justin Khamninh, a CH-47 Chinook helicopter repairer and aircrew member, assigned to Task Force Saber, 25th Combat 
Aviation Brigade, 25th Infantry Division, observes his surroundings while flying as part of Exercise Salaknib 2026 near Cagayan North 
International Airport, Lal-lo, Philippines, June 7, 2026. Exercise Salaknib highlights the enduring U.S.-Philippine alliance, enhancing 
interoperability and readiness through combined-arms operations, multi-domain integration, and humanitarian assistance efforts to 
support regional stability. (U.S. Army photo by Sgt. Olivia Cowart)
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AROUND THE ARMY
President Trump to award Medal of 
Honor

National Guard Soldiers use UAS to 
train for tomorrow’s battlefield

11th Airborne Division integrates 
with joint, partner forces at RED 
FLAG-Alaska

NASA selects Soldier, former Black 
Hawk pilot for Artemis III

A legacy on the beaches: Sky 
Soldier honors WWII heroes in 
Normandy

Fort Hood adds new barrack to its 
housing

Army Software Factory NCOs become warrant officers
 Army Software Factory noncommissioned 
officers marked a milestone in their careers as 
they became software operations warrant officers, 
graduating from Warrant Officer Candidate School 
at Fort Rucker on June 10. The software operations 
technician military occupational specialty, known 
as 280A, is the Army’s newest functional area. We 
realized the operational power of ...

READ THIS STORY ON ARMY.MIL

Storm Ready: Fort Rucker Prepares for Hurricane Season
Fort Rucker is keeping an eye on the sky as the 
Atlantic Hurricane Season begins June 1 and runs 
through November 30. The National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration has predicted a below-
normal season for this year, while emphasizing 
early preparation. Currently, NOAA anticipates 8 
-14 named storms, 3-6 hurricanes and 1-3 major 
hurricanes...
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Connecting our community for our kids 

Connecting groups of off-post educational 
professionals with our on-post leadership, 
professionals, and parents is critical to ensure that 
our military children receive the best educational 
experience while attending school here on Fort 
Rucker or out in the surrounding communities. 
Educational leaders, superintendents, principals, 
career tech professionals...
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Double amputee paratrooper trains for historic jump into Normandy
Fourteen years after an explosion in an Afghan village took both of his legs and nearly his 
life, former 82nd Airborne Division paratrooper Jon Harmon is preparing to step into the 
door of a World War II‑era C‑47 over Normandy, France, and jump again. or Harmon, 32, 
the moment will mark more than a return to the sky. It will mark a return to himself...
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Leslie Herlick, jumpmaster with the 
Liberty Jump Team and AVCoE Pub-
lic Affairs Officer, prepares to jump 
in Normandy, France, June 5, 2026. 
The Liberty Jump Team has been 
jumping in Normandy for 20 years to 
honor the paratroopers of the 82nd 
and 101st Airborne Divisions who 
led the way in the opening hours 
of D‑Day. (U.S. Army photo by Sgt. 
Christopher Sanchez)

Col. Clint Cody, Aviation Center of Excellence chief of staff, welcomes 
members of the nonprofit 9:57 Project to provide an opportunity for 
flight school students to learn more about the attacks on the U.S. on 
September 11, 2001, at Fort Rucker, Ala., June 10 2026. The presenta-
tion focused on the story of U.S. citizens who fought back at 9:57 a.m. 
that day against the hijackers of United Airlines Flight 93 that crashed 
in Pennsylvania. (U.S. Army photo by WO1 Natalie Magnuson)
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