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A U.S. Army UH-60 Black Hawk helicopter assigned to Task Force Saber, 25th Combat Aviation Brigade flies while conducting a 
routine air mission request in a multi-ship UH-60 Black Hawk helicopter flight as part of Exercise Balikatan 2026 over the Luzon Strait, 
Philippines, May 2, 2026. Balikatan is a longstanding annual exercise between the Armed Forces of the Philippines and U.S. military 
that represents the strength of our alliance, improves our capable combined force, and demonstrates our commitment to regional 
peace and prosperity. (U.S. Army photo by Sgt. Olivia Cowart) 
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AROUND THE ARMY
USARJ Soldiers Build Trust, Support 
Through Physical Fitness

Nevada Guard builds wildfire 
response readiness

African Lion 26 participants 
strengthen regional security, 
conduct closing ceremonies in 
Tunisia

Army National Guard military police 
battalion deploys in support of 
Operation Epic Fury

Guard Soldiers respond to shooting 
at the White House Correspondents’ 
Association dinner

Fort Rucker hosts inaugural Commanding General’s Turkey Hunt
Maj. Gen. Clair Gill, commanding general of the 
U.S. Army Aviation Center of Excellence and 
Fort Rucker, opened the installation’s inaugural 
Commanding General’s Turkey Hunt on April 24 
with both mentorship and pride in seeing Soldiers 
try the sport for the first time. “How many of you is 
this gonna be a first time you’ve been turkey smiling 
as several hands went up. “Awesome. Awesome.”
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New training, new tech, new aircraft will define Army Aviation’s future
Maj. Gen. Clair Gill told Army aviation leaders 
and supporters Wednesday that the branch is 
transforming at pace to meet a rapidly evolving 
battlefield, emphasizing culture, modernization and 
Soldier‑driven innovation as the service reshapes 
training, formations and acquisition priorities. Gill, 
the commanding general of the U.S. Army Aviation 
Center of Excellence...
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128th Aviation Brigade places first, second at  international maintenance comp.

Soldiers from the 128th Aviation Brigade recently 
finished in first and second place in the military 
category of the MRO Americas Aerospace 
Maintenance Competition. Team Blackhawk won 
the first-place title, followed by Team Chinook in 
second place. The brigade’s maintainers competed 
against a field of 90 international teams, including 
civilian and commercial aviation...
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Army conducts historic large-scale SERE reintegration exercise
In a historic first, the U.S. Army’s Survival, Evasion, Resistance and Escape (SERE) school 
at Fort Rucker partnered with U.S. Army South from March 14-18, 2026 to successfully 
execute a large-scale reintegration exercise, simulating the mass return of service 
members from a large-scale combat operation. The landmark exercise processed nearly 
50 students acting as returned
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(Left to right) Chief Warrant Officer 5 William Scott Beaman, Chief War-
rant Officer 4 Whitney Boyles, Chief Warrant Officer 3 Sammy Echevar-
ria, Sergeant Major Scottie Ku Bogenrief Jr., Sergeant First Class David 
Vroman, Sergeant First Class Alyssa Crisp retire during a ceremony 
inside the Army Aviation Museum on Fort Rucker April, 24, 2026. (Britta-
ny Trumbull)

Army Aviation Spouses Discuss Resilience in Careers at AAAA Summit
Army Aviation spouses shared hard-earned lessons on resilience, career continuity and raising 
children through constant change during a fireside chat April 16 at the annual Army Aviation 
Association of America Summit in Nashville, Tenn. Moderated by Dr. Fran Gill, an emergency 
room physician and spouse of Maj. Gen. Clair A. Gill, commanding general of the Aviation Center 
of Excellence and Fort Rucker, the discussion on being “Resilient by Design” brought together 
Christine Obadal, a former Army intelligence officer and current Deloitte executive, and...
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Flightwerx launches to prepare Fort Rucker Soldiers for future fight and collaborate with the community
Fort Rucker Soldiers joined regional leaders and industry partners in Daleville, Ala. April 
20 to celebrate the opening of Flightwerx, a new facility designed to advance unmanned 
systems, defense technology and workforce development right outside the home of Army 
Aviation. Representatives from Grow Southeast Alabama, Innovate Alabama and local 
officials gathered for the opening, highlighting the collaboration behind the project...
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