
SERVING THE HOME OF ARMY AVIATION SINCE 1956––

1st Sgt. Jared Gilstad, a UH-60 Black Hawk crew chief with the Idaho Army National Guard’s State Aviation Group, rides the rescue 
hoist cable beneath the aircraft during mandatory rescue hoist training near the Sawtooth Mountains, Idaho, July 23, 2026. The 
mandatory training kept aircrews certified on the rescue hoist system, a critical capability for the State Aviation Group’s high-elevation 
and remote search and rescue missions across Idaho. The Idaho Army National Guard trained year-round and integrated civilian first 
responders, including the Custer County Sheriff’s Office, county search and rescue teams and Air St. Luke’s medical transport, to 
remain ready for technical and difficult missions. (U.S. Army National Guard photo by Sgt. Rusty Rehl)
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AROUND THE ARMY
Soldier insights help advance 
Cheyenne development

Army leaders: Next Generation 
Command and Control ‘ready to 
scale’

Belvedere Bistro officially opens, 
offering new way for Soldiers to dine 
at Fort Drum

From Fort Bragg to the White 
House: A Soldier’s journey to 
Freedom 250

At Fort Campbell, Hegseth 
underscores significance of Purple 
Hearts, enlistments

Army teen to represent Alabama at 2026 Patriot Games

 Most 14-year-olds spend their summers relaxing, 
enjoying carefree days and the company of their 
friends in preparation for one of the consequential 
moments of their lives — entering high school. 
But one teenager, the son of a Fort Rucker Black 
Hawk pilot, is training to represent Alabama on the 
national stage after earning a coveted spot in the 
2026 Patriot Games...
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Army flight school launches first solo cross-country training in decades
Army aviation students are taking a major step in 
their training as the first class begins solo cross-
country flights during the Basic Warfighting Skills 
phase of flight school. This return to early career 
autonomy will help build confidence, sharpen 
decision making and better prepare new aviators 
for operational service. The new training model, 
introduced by the 1st Battalion, 223rd Aviation..
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110th Aviation Brigade ‘Warriors’ welcome new commander at Fort Rucke

The 110th Aviation Brigade welcomed incoming 
commander, Col. Joshua C. Hayward, and 
expressed appreciation to outgoing commander, 
Col. Keith Hill, in a ceremony at Fort Rucker, Ala., July 
30. Ceremony host Maj. Gen. Clair A. Gill, Aviation 
Center of Excellence and Fort Rucker commanding 
general, welcomed attendees...
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Army Chaplain Corps marks 251 years of service at Fort Rucker luncheon
 The Fort Rucker community gathered this week to celebrate the 251st anniversary of 
the U.S. Army Chaplain Corps, honoring generations of chaplains and religious affairs 
specialists who have supported soldiers since the earliest days of the nation’s military. 
Chaplain (Lt. Col.) Michael Johnson, the garrison chaplain, opened the luncheon with a 
prayer of gratitude, asking for strength, wisdom and endurance for those who...
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USAWOCC changes command at Fort Rucker
The U.S. Army Warrant Officer Career College welcomed its new commandant, Col. 
Anthony E. Freude, and bid farewell to outgoing leader Col. Kevin E. McHugh, in a ceremony 
at Fort Rucker, Ala., July 28. Maj. Gen. Trevor J. Bredenkamp, president and commanding 
general, Army University and Carlisle Barracks, Pa., welcomed leaders and guests, and 
thanked families for their support.
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The 110th Aviation Brigade conducts its Class Color (Hatting) Ceremony at The 110th Aviation Brigade conducts its Class Color (Hatting) Ceremony at 
Fort Rucker, Ala., August 3, 2026. (U.S. Army photo by Kelly Morris)Fort Rucker, Ala., August 3, 2026. (U.S. Army photo by Kelly Morris)
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