
SERVING THE HOME OF ARMY AVIATION SINCE 1956––

U.S. Soldiers assigned to the 2-104th General Support Aviation Battalion, 28th Expeditionary Combat Aviation Brigade, 28th 
Infantry Division, fly two UH-60 Black Hawk helicopters and two CH-47 Chinook helicopters at the Professional Golfers’ Association 
Championship at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, May 16, 2026. (U.S. Army National Guard photo by 1st Lt. Kate McNelis)
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Afghanistan 20 years ago

Innovation, readiness converge 
in African Lion 26 counter-UAS 

A Faith Forged in Fire: Fort Rucker’s National Day of Prayer Breakfast
 Since 1953, eggs, coffee and faith have been 
shared across the country on the National Day 
of Prayer. Fort Rucker honored that tradition May 
7, filling The Landing for the 2026 National Day of 
Prayer Breakfast. After the opening of prayers for 
our nation, military and its leaders, retired Chief 
Warrant Officer 5 Dale Shrader, the guest of honor, 
recounted a story forged in the fires of combat...
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Fort Rucker Welcomes New Aviation Branch CSM
The Fort Rucker community welcomed incoming 
Aviation Branch Command Sergeant Major, 
Command Sgt. Maj. Ruben A. Davila IV, and bid 
farewell to Command Sgt. Maj. Kirk R. Coley, during 
a ceremony here May 8. Davila arrives at Fort 
Rucker from his most recent position as Aviation 
Sergeant Major, Headquarters, Department of the 
Army G-3/5/7 (DAMO-AV)...
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From Typewriters to SharePoint: Fort Rucker Civilian Retires After Half a Century

 After over half a century of service to Fort Rucker, 
longer than Army aviation has been a branch, 
Barbara Harper, Transformation Integrations 
Directorate supervisory program analyst, was 
honored during a retirement lunch at The Landing 
May 20. Surrounded by family, friends and 
colleagues, Harper was recognized for an enduring 
career that modeled sound leadership and a heart... 
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Fort Rucker Memorial Day Ceremony Honors Fallen Service Members
In a historic first, the U.S. Army’s Survival, Evasion, Resistance and Escape (SERE) school 
at Fort Rucker partnered with U.S. Army South from March 14-18, 2026 to successfully 
execute a large-scale reintegration exercise, simulating the mass return of service 
members from a large-scale combat operation. The landmark exercise processed nearly 
50 students acting as returned...

READ THIS STORY ON ARMY.MIL

Last month was month of the military child and CYS programs across 
the Army held the ‘Young Lives, BIG Stories’ contest highlighting essays 
written by military connected children. Fort Rucker CYS had 5 students 
enter their stories as local finalists and were awarded with a pizza party 
and special recognition today, May 21. Essay finalists included Dallas 
Brown, Jinora Gourdine, Camila Huebenthal, Vailea Cox, and Neveah 
Morris (not pictured.) Thank you students for sharing your creativity 
through personal stories as military connected children, we are honored 
to have you represent Fort Rucker so well! 

Industry partners test drone-mounted rocket launcher at Fort Rucker
Defense industry partners successfully tested a new three-shot rocket launcher mounted to a 
logistics drone at Fort Rucker on May 20, an initiative designed to push advanced precision strike 
capabilities down to the battalion level. The test paired the TRV 150, a resupply drone manufactured 
by Survice Engineering Company, with a three-pack Advanced Precision Kill Weapon System 
(APKWS) developed by BAE Systems FalconWorks. The system fires 70 mm rockets and represents 
a proactive, industry-led effort to meet emerging military needs...
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Following a Change of Responsi-
bility May 8, Command Sgt. Maj. 
Kirk Coley, outgoing Command 
Sergeant Major of the Aviation 
Branch, was honored with a 
retirement ceremony celebrating 
a distinguished 31 year career 
of service. Coley served as the 
branch Command Sgt. Maj. for 3 
consecutive years here at Fort 
Rucker.

 He and his wife Tiawannia plan 
to retire to the local area while 
their daughter JaLynn completes 
her degree at University Of 
Alabama Birmingham.  
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