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Beautiful Summer Days and Happy Retiree Events!

Hello again, retirees, spouses, and surviving spouses!

It is great to connect with you once more. I hope you have
been enjoying the beautiful summer days that Germany is
giving us. Be sure to enjoy every minute of it; here we are in
August, and in just a month or so, we will be pulling out our
winter clothing!

Speaking of community and enjoyment, the 2026 Retiree
Appreciation Day (RAD) is right around the corner. I would
personally like to thank the generous organizations that
made donations to this year's celebration:

CVR Medical Supply

Service Credit Union
86AW Enlisted Spouses Association
American Legion

These organizations will be present at the Information Fair.
Please make sure to stop by their tables and thank them for
their support in making this year's RAD possible!

Welcoming Our Leadership

We are excited to welcome two key leaders to our 2026

RAD:

¢ COL (P) Denny Davies, 86th Airlift Wing and Installation
Commander (Ramstein)

COL Jerry L. Wood, Jr., the newest Commander of USAG
Rheinland-Pfalz

COL (P) Davies is a familiar face to many of you who may
remember him from his previously being stationed here.
Both leaders will join our Q&A panel. When completing your
RSVP, please take the opportunity to submit a question for
these two fine gentlemen.

RSVP Details & Important Medical Updates

The RSVPs have been distributed. If you are on our email
distribution list, you should have received yours. We have
also mailed physical RSVPs to retirees, spouses, and
surviving spouses who do not have email access.

¢ Eligibility: You must be a military retiree, a retiree
spouse, or a surviving spouse to register.
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FREQUENTLY CALLED
Retired Military and Annuitant
888-332-7411

Option 1: Self service, including re-
quests for tax forms 1095, 1099-R and
W2

Option 2: Report the death of a Mili-
tary Retiree

Option 3: Garnishments

Option 4: Pay Inquiries or Out of
Service Military and Civilian Debts
(Retiree; Annuitant; Military and Travel

pay)
Option 5: MyPay website Assistance
Option 6: Affordable Care Act

Retired Pay Only International
Germany—0800-5891634
Hours of Operations

0800-1600 Eastern Time

VETERAN’S ADMINISTRATION

My VA411 Information Line:
001-800-698-2411
24 hours a day seven days a week.

VA Health Benefits Online

001-877-327-0022
Monday thru Friday 0800-2000 (ET)

My HealtheVet help desk
Monday thru Friday 0800-2000 (ET)
Foreign Medical Program (FMP)
001-877-345-8179

Monday through Friday 0805-1845
(ET)

All other services
001-800-669-8477
Monday through Friday 0800—1800
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ERIK’S ARTICLE (continued from previous page)

¢ Feedback: We ask that you answer each RSVP question
honestly, as we use this data for future RAD planning.

Immunization Update: We initially slated influenza
vaccinations for this event; however, the shipment may not
arrive in time. We will provide updates throughout the month.

e Attending Services: Despite the vaccine delay, we will still
host a wide array of support services, including:

e Dental Personnel & LRMC Pharmacy

AAFES, DeCA, and Army Community Services (ACS)
Kaiserslautern Legal Center & Federal Benefits Unit (FBU)
DFAS Europe and Cleveland

Patient Advocates & VA Overseas Military Service
Coordinators (OMSC)
e TRICARE, and many more!

Minor Changes & Entry Logistics
We have implemented a few minor updates this year to ensure
a smooth event:
e ID & RSVP Verification: As you enter the Ramstein
Officer’s Club, a volunteer will check your Retiree/Dependent
ID card and verify your RSVP.
e Ceremony & Breakfast Access: Admittance to the
breakfast and formal ceremony is strictly reserved for those
who have RSVP'd. Because we use these numbers for precise
food counts, we must enforce this verification process at the
door.
¢ Confirmation Calls: A committee member will contact
you prior to the event to confirm your attendance. If your
plans change, please let us know immediately so we can
reallocate your seat to someone on our waiting list.
e Table Escorts: You and your guest will be personally
escorted to your table upon arrival.
« Mobility Assistance: If you indicated a need for

Assistance on your RSVP, please rest assured that we have
dedicated volunteers ready to help you enter and be seated
comfortably.

Submit Your Questions for the Q&A Panel

Our Q&A session will feature several local subject matter ex-
perts. To ensure we address your inquiries efficiently, we will
pre-screen submitted questions and route them to the
appropriate agencies ahead of time.



2026 DFAS PAY CALENDAR
Entitlement Retired Annuitant
Month Pay Date Pay Date
Aug 2026 01 Sep 26 01 Sep 26

Sep 2026 01 Oct 26 01 Oct 26
Oct 2026 30 Oct 26 02 Nov 26
Nov 2026 01 Dec 26 01 Dec 26
Dec 2026 31 Dec 26 04 Jan 27
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ERIK’S ARTICLE (continued from previous page)
Scheduled Panelists Include:
COL (P) Denny Davies & COL Jerry L. Wood, Jr.
COL Warren Stewart
Representatives from TRICARE, VA, OMSCs, and Legal
KMC Retiree Council

US Army G-1/RSO (To Be Confirmed)
DFAS Cleveland (To Be Confirmed)

Our committee will also ask you about your questions when
we call to confirm your attendance.

Support and Media

We are proud to have local ROTC cadets—the future of our
military—on-site to assist you throughout the event. Your
emcees for the day will be myself (USAG Rheinland-Pfalz
Retiree Services Officer) and Ms. Christina Randel (86 AW
Retiree Activities Office Director). We plan to keep the
program moving, upbeat, and fun!

Want to hear more? We will discuss the Retiree Appreciation
Day on our next "Just for Retirees" radio segment on AFN
105.1 Kaiserslautern on August 24, 2026. Be sure to tune in!

Contact & Web Resources

If you know of any retirees, spouses, or surviving spouses who
are not on our distribution list, please share my contact
details or have them reach out to us:

e Phone: 06111-43541-1021 (Monday-Friday, 0800-1600)
¢ In-Person: Building 3245 (In/Out Processing Facility),
Room 217, Kleber Kaserne

Online Updates: We will post further updates on the USAG
R-P Webpage (Post-Retirement Services) and the Community
Bulletin Board.

Thank you all for your service. I am deeply honored to assist
our community's most precious resource: our retirees,
spouses, and surviving spouses.

Erik Thomsen
USAG Rheinland-Pfalz Retiree Services Officer
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KMC RETIREE COUNCIL PRESIDENT
MAJ (RET) CHRISTOPHER RANDEL, USAF

Retirement: A Lifetime of Continued Service

For many, retirement is an opportunity to slow down, spend more time with family, travel,
or enjoy long-awaited hobbies. Yet for military retirees, retirement often marks the
beginning of another chapter of service. Across Europe and around the world, thousands of
retirees continue to dedicate their time, knowledge, and experience to supporting fellow
retirees, spouses, surviving spouses, veterans, and their families.

The military retiree community is built upon a lifetime of service, leadership, and
commitment. Those qualities do not disappear when the uniform comes off. Instead, they
continue to strengthen our installations and communities through volunteerism,
mentorship, advocacy, and a genuine desire to help others.

Every year, retirees contribute countless volunteer hours through Retiree Activities Offices,
retiree councils, installation events, veteran organizations, casualty assistance programs,
and community outreach. They answer questions about benefits and entitlements, assist
fellow retirees in navigating military and civilian resources, support surviving spouses
during difficult times, mentor newly retired service members, organize workshops and
information sessions, and work tirelessly to ensure no member of our military family feels
forgotten.

These accomplishments are made possible because so many people are willing to share their
time and talents. Behind every successful retiree event are volunteers preparing meeting
spaces, coordinating guest speakers, welcoming attendees, answering questions, connecting
retirees with valuable resources, and helping wherever they are needed. Much of this work
happens quietly behind the scenes, but its impact is felt throughout the retiree community.

One of the hallmarks of an outstanding retiree program is leadership that encourages
participation. The strongest teams are those where everyone feels welcomed, every voice is
respected, and volunteers are empowered to contribute their unique skills and experiences.
Every individual brings something valuable to the table, and when those talents are
encouraged and combined, the entire retiree community benefits.

One of the hallmarks of an outstanding retiree program is leadership that encourages

participation. The strongest teams are those where everyone feels welcomed, every voice is

respected, and volunteers are empowered to contribute their unique skills and experiences.
FROM THE DESK OF...(continued on next page)
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NOTES FROM THE DESK OF.....continued from previous page

Every individual brings something valuable to the table, and when those talents are
encouraged and combined, the entire retiree community benefits.

Another key to success is partnership. Installation commanders, command chiefs, military
and civilian personnel, volunteers, community organizations, and supporting agencies each
play an important role. No single organization or individual can meet every need alone. By
sharing information, communicating openly, and working together toward a common
purpose, we are able to provide better support and reach more retirees, spouses, and surviving
spouses than any one group could accomplish independently.

One of the greatest strengths of our military community is that service extends far beyond any
single branch. Airmen, Soldiers, Sailors, Marines, Guardians, Coast Guardsmen, their
families, and surviving spouses all share a common bond. Working together across our
services allows us to combine our experiences, learn from one another, and better serve the
entire military retiree community.

Some of the most meaningful acts of service never receive public recognition. A volunteer
taking time to answer a difficult benefits question, helping a surviving spouse understand
available resources, introducing a retiree to a new program, coordinating with an agency, or
simply listening to someone who needs assistance can make a lasting difference. These
moments reflect the true spirit of military service and the dedication that continues long after
retirement.

As we continue to strengthen retiree programs throughout Europe, let us remember that every
contribution matters. Whether someone volunteers a few hours each month or dedicates
countless hours throughout the year, every effort helps improve the lives of those we serve.

Lasting success is never measured by the recognition received by one individual, but by the
collective accomplishments of a dedicated team working toward a common purpose. Every
workshop presented, every retiree assisted, every surviving spouse supported, every
partnership established, and every problem solved reflects the efforts of many people working
together with professionalism, respect, and a shared commitment to service.

Our mission remains simple: to serve those who have served.

By welcoming new ideas, encouraging participation, strengthening partnerships, and always
placing retirees, spouses, and surviving spouses at the center of every decision, we honor the
legacy of military service and ensure that our retiree community continues to grow stronger

for generations to come.
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STRONGER TOGETHER:
BUILDING THE FUTURE OF RETIREE
SUPPORT IN THE KAISERSLAUTERN MILITARY COMMUNITY

Christina M. Randel
Director, 86th Airlift Wing Retiree Activities Office (86 AW/RAO)

Your Story Matters: Help Us Celebrate Our Retiree Community

Every military retiree has a story worth sharing. From your first day in uniform to your
retirement ceremony, your service helped shape the legacy of our Armed Forces. Whether you
served during peacetime or in combat, stateside or overseas, every career reflects dedication,
sacrifice, and commitment to our nation.

Your military journey didn't end when you retired. Across our communities, retirees continue
to mentor others, volunteer, support military families, and strengthen the bond between
generations of service members. Your experiences and wisdom are invaluable, and they
deserve to be shared.

At the 86th Airlift Wing Retiree Activities Office, we want in our newsletter to reflect what
matters most to you. We invite you to share your ideas for future articles and workshops. Are
there benefits you would like explained? Is there a topic you think would help fellow retirees,
spouses, or surviving spouses? Do you know of a resource or organization that others should
know about? Your suggestions help us ensure our programs and newsletters remain
informative, relevant, and useful.

We are also looking for retirees who would like to be featured in a future Air Force Retiree
Newsletter. We'd love to hear about your military career, memorable assignments, volunteer
work, hobbies, second careers, community involvement, or any unique experiences since
retirement. Every retiree has a story, and your story may inspire or help someone else.

If you would like to be featured or have an idea you'd like to share, please email me at:
Christina. Randel@us.af.mnil

If you're in the Kaiserslautern Military Community, we would also love to welcome you to the
Retiree Activities Office, located in Building 2787 on Kapaun Air Station. Stop by to ask
questions, learn about upcoming workshops and events, or simply introduce yourself. We al-
ways enjoy meeting fellow retirees and hearing about your military journey.

While you're visiting, please consider bringing your favorite photograph of yourself in uniform
for our Hero Wall. This display honors the men and women who have proudly served our
country and serves as a lasting reminder of the dedication, sacrifice, and professionalism of
our retiree community. Every photograph represents a unique chapter in our nation's history,
and we would be honored to include yours.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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86AW RAO DIRECTOR (continued from previous page)

Our retirees are the foundation of today's military. Your service, leadership, and continued in-
volvement make a difference every day. Thank you for all you have done—and continue to
do—for our military family.

We value each and every one of you and look forward to hearing your stories, receiving your
ideas, and welcoming you to the Retiree Activities Office soon.

Until next time, take care of yourselves, stay connected, and thank you for your continued ser-
vice to our nation.

ATTN: Reserve Personnel preparing to retire.

If you are a Reservist serving under 7th MSC here is your contact to request information on
the process of submitting your retirement paperwork:

Mr. Animashaun is our FTS support for 7MSC retirement services.
ADOS personnel: alex.santanas.mil@army.mil and xiaoyanliv.mil@army.mil

A DAY WITH THE FBU DAY 2

A second Federal Benefits Unit (FBU) information session is currently being scheduled due to
the success of the first event. It will be held at Kapaun Air Station, Building 2787.

Event Details & Preparation

Location:
Building 277877 Kapaun Air Station in Vogelweh

Topics covered:
eSocial Security queries
eMedicare enrollment and questions
eSocial Security death benefits

Critical Requirements
You must bring all relevant documentation regarding your specific questions, claims, or
enrollments to obtain the answers to your questions.

Date of Event:
The exact date will be released via our Retiree Network (Newsletter, email and Just for Retir-
ees Radio Show.
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AUGUST 2026 KAISERSILAUTERN ACS CALENDAR
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VA OVERSEAS MILITARY SERVICE COORDINATORS (OMSC)
NEXT VISIT TO KLEBER KASERNE

The OMSC’s are returning to Kleber Kaserne, Building 3213 on 04-05 August 2026 to help you
with your claim, to file a claim or answer your disability questions.

https://va.my.site.com/VAVERA/s/flow/VERA Start?tvpe=In-
Person&office=oHhfE0000003ITR

Just scan the QR code to the right and follow the
instructions to set up your appointment.

Jewel Walker and Ana Tarantino would like you to fill up their
schedules to assist the KMC Retiree Community. Surviving
spouses of veterans, this is your chance to claim the death
benefits available to every Veteran. Please make sure you have
his/her DD 214 and any other medical documents to assist the
OMSC counselors.

S B B L O e S S

JUST FOR RETIREES RADIO SHOW
The show made by Retirees and for Retirees

WHEN: 24 August 2026

TIME: 1600-1630

WHERE: AFN 105.1 KAISERSLAUTERN

SPECIAL GUESTS: Ms. CHRISTINA RANDEL (86 AW DIRECTOR) AND MSgt

MADDIE GOLLNICK (RAD Committee member)
TOPIC: RETIREE APPRECIATION DAY
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OVERSEAS MILITARY SERVICE COORDINATORS ARE
BACK IN EUROPE!!!

They are at USAG Rheinland-Pfalz the first Tues and
Wednesday of every month. Located in Building 3213, 3
Floor and they are ready to help.

Set your appointment with them NOW, see below:

https://va.my.site.com/VAVERA/s/flow/VERA Start?tbvpe=1
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Department of Veterans Affairs
Overseas Military Service Coordinator (OMSC)-Germany
Office Telephone: 0611-143-548-4611
Cell Phone: 990-171-949-3549
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I o L O o R R o S T o e e
ARE YOU PREPARED FOR WHEN YOUR RETIREE SPOUSE
PASSES??

DO YOU KNOW WHAT A DD 214 IS?

DO YOU KNOW WHERE TO LOCATE THE VA AWARD OF
DISABILITY??

IF you answered NO to any of the above, then the Next Chapter

Preparation and Counseling service is for youand your spouse!

How it works:

Contact the USAG R-P Casualty Manager at 06111-43541- 1021 Or
email at erik.c.thomsen2.civ@army.mil and provide your Social
Security number. Mr. Thomsen will then contact you to set a
time where you and your spouse will BOTH come to our office
for an appointment. Wewill complete all documents needed for
DFAS, VA, Consulate, Social Security and, if needed, OPM. We
send them to youin a personalized binder to keep for when the
death occurs. There will be an electronic file kept in our

office along with an extra physical copy. We now include a list
of Funeral homes within your Postal Code.

Just one less thing for your spouse to do when a death occurs.
At this point, we are the only Garrison in Europe that
offers this service.

Don’t procrastinate!!! Call our offices today for your

appointment.

+49 (0)162 1085 359
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»x X
2026 KMC RETIREE APPRECIATION DAY

*

Retired Military, Dependents, Surviving Family Members & Retired
DoD Chilians are Invited!
WHEN: THURSDAY 1 IBER 202 1

WHERE: RAMSTEIN OFFICERS' CLUB
Doors open at 0830. Opening Ceremony at 0900. Breakfast at 0915,

Information Fair Doors open 1030 with VA, Medical & Dental Clinics, Flu Shots, DeCA,
AAFES, FBU, DFAS, TRICARE, Notars, German,/American Lawyers, Voting Assistance,
and many more!!!

Ketie ﬁﬂ/fr work, bal not fm ﬁz}% 7

¥ MK ey

For more information, contact the USAG RPRSO at:

0611-143-541-1021 or erik.c. thomsen2.civ@army.mil

13



01 AUG:
03 AUG:
06 AUG:
08 AUG:
10 AUG:

13 AUG:
15 AUG:
17 AUG:

20 AUG:
22 AUG:
24 AUG:

24 AUG:
27 AUG:
28 AUG:
29 AUG:

August 2026
Volume 3, Issue 8

N7
' «
e

AUGUST 2026 DATES TO SAVE:
ROLL CALL, CAFE RHEMA, LANDSTUHL 1000
ROLL CALL, CAFE RHEMA, LANDSTUHL 1700
CM/RSO AT BAUMHOLDER 0900-1530
ROLL CALL, CAFE RHEMA, LANDSTUHL 1000
ROLL CALL, CAFE RHEMA, LANDSTUHL 1700
CM/RSO AT BAUMHOLDER 0900-1530
ROLL CALL, CAFE RHEMA, LANDSTUHL 1000
ROLL CALL, CAFE RHEMA, LANDSTUHL 1700
CM/RSO AT BAUMHOLDER 0900-1530
ROLL CALL, CAFE RHEMA, LANDSTUHL 1000

JUST FOR RETIREES RADIO SHOW, TOPIC: RAD
AFN 105.1 KAISLERSLAUTERN 1600-1630

ROLL CALL, CAFE RHEMA, LANDSTUHL 1700
CM/RSO AT BAUMHOLDER 0900-1530

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES DUE TO MY OFFICE
ROLL CALL, CAFE RHEMA, LANDSTUHL 1000
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Please feel free to contact our office at any time with questions, is-
sues, or concerns. We are here 24 hours a day/7 day a week for

YOU, THE RETIREE!!!

Your Retirement Services Officer for USAG Rheinland- Pfalz:
Building 3245 Room 217 Kleber Kaserne Kaiserslautern Military Community
Building 8660, Baumholder Military Community

Office: +49 (0)6111-4354-11021
To report a casualty 24/7:

+49 (0)162 1085 359
Email: erik.c.thomsen2.civ@army.mil

Webpage: https://home.army.mil/rheinland- pfalz/about/directorates-
support-offices/directorate- human-resources-dhr/post-retirement-services-
program
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