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Early Return of Dependents



STRONGER TOGETHER!

UNCLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED

• AER 55-46 (Command Sponsorship and Travel 
Overseas, dated 6 August 2019)

• Joint Travel Regulation (JTR)
• AER 600-77-DOD-SOFA in Germany
• AER 600-700 (Identification Cards and Individual 

Logistical Support 30 May 2018)-describes MOH 
requirements 

Authorities
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• Early Return of Dependents: 
− A sponsor-requested (command approved) or a command directed 

permanent-change-of-station (PCS) move of dependent Family 
members out of an OCONUS location before the sponsor’s expiration-
term of service date or the date eligible for return from overseas, and 
before publication of PCS orders that would move the sponsor out of 
that OCONUS location

What is an ERD per regulation?
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Let’s Break this Down

Early-When
Return-Where?
Dependents-Who qualifies?
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Early

What does Early mean? It depends! 

A dependent must begin travel before the Service 
member is issued a new PCS order from the PDS 
OCONUS, 

UNLESS the travel is for disciplinary reasons.* 



STRONGER TOGETHER!

UNCLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED

Return

Where can a dependent family member be ERD’d to? 
• A Designated place in the CONUS
• Non-foreign location OCONUS
• Dependent’s native country, if foreign born
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Dependents

Command Sponsored Dependents 
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Reasons for Return. The return must be caused by one of 
the following: 
1. An official situation. 
2. A matter of national interest. 
3. A personal situation at the PDS OCONUS. 
4. Disciplinary action against a Service member stationed 

OCONUS.

Qualifying Reasons for an ERD
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An Official Situation
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• The approving authority for this will probably be deleted 
to either 
1. Installation Commander
2. Headquarters that directs the Service’s dependent transportation 

policies and procedures for travel to a foreign-born dependent’s native 
country

3. Commanding Officer of the unit to which the service member is 
assigned  

It’s Official
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• National interest is national interest 
• “A command-sponsored dependent at a location 

OCONUS may be eligible for travel and transportation 
allowances when the Secretary concerned or a more 
senior official determines that a dependent must return 
early for reasons of national interest.” 

A Matter of National Interest
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Disciplinary Action and Personal Situation at the 
PDS OCONUS. 
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A personal situation at the PDS OCONUS. 
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• For disciplinary action, travel and transportation 
allowances are limited to the cost from the Service 
member’s last or former PDS OCONUS or the place to 
which the dependent was last transported at 
Government expense, as applicable, to the designated 
place or, if the dependent is foreign-born, to the 
dependent’s native country. If the Service member is 
convicted by court martial and placed on leave 
involuntarily while awaiting completion of an appellate 
review, then allowances are limited to the cost to the 
Service member’s home of record or PLEAD.

Disciplinary Action

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Food for thought: Doesn’t this punish families financially when they themselves were likely not involved in any wrongdoing? 
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Who can initiate an ERD?

Either the sponsor
OR
The Command

Can a family member initiate an ERD to receive their 
items? What if family member wants to go back but Soldier 
will not go through ERD process?
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Who is the Authorizing Official?

The USAG commander who is a COL or COL 
equivalent is normally the approving authority for 
ERD actions returning family members to CONUS 

Deputy garrison managers will send command-
initiated ERD actions to the next higher command 
for decision 
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What else can the USAG Commander do? 

(1) May stipulate travel requirements on the 
orders for the ERD action

(2) Can revoke the command sponsorship 
of Family members who refuse to depart 
the command after a command-directed 
ERD order has been issued because of 
official situations or to support U.S. 
national interests.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
(1) May stipulate travel requirements on the orders for the ERD action, for example, “Family members must travel by [date]. After this date, command sponsorship will be revoked, U.S. Government no-fee passports must be surrendered, and action may be taken to bar entrance of Family members to Government installations.” (2) Has the authority to revoke the command sponsorship of Family members who refuse to depart the command after a command-directed ERD order has been issued because of official situations or to support U.S. national interests.
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• ASA M&RA (Assistant Secretary of the Army (Manpower 
and Reserve Affairs)

• The requesting individual* will
1. Obtain the USAG commander’s endorsement
2. Send the request through the USAG MPD (with the USAG 

commander’s endorsement attached) to the FTS at email: 
usarmy.sembach.id-europe.mbx.g1-family-travel@mail.mil.

What about outside the US?
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The Authority Chart



STRONGER TOGETHER!

UNCLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED

• Appropriate time period 
• Location determined 
• Command Sponsored Dependant
• Qualifying Reason

What now? 

You’ve Gone Through the Steps
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• AER 55-46 
• APPENDIX B PROCEDURES FOR REQUESTS FOR 

EARLY RETURN OF FAMILY MEMBERS

Where to find the actual how
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1. DA Form 4187
2. Memorandum For Record Statement of Understanding
3. AE Form 55-46 C the Checklist
4. ERB or ORB
5. PCS move orders with command sponsorship approval 

annotated or approval letter attached
6. Copies of passports (and SOFA stamp)
7. AE Form 55-46A
Ensuring this is complete will prevent legal objections from 
the administrative law department 

A Soldier-Requested ERD Packet Requires:

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Admin law is where it can get held up
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1. DA Form 4187
2. AE Form 55-46C
3. ERB or ORB
4. OCONUS PCS move orders with command-

sponsorship approval annotated or approval letter
5. Copies of passports (and SOFA stamp) 

Note: MFR-SOU is not required for a command-directed 
ERD request packet

Command Directed ERD

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
B-3. REQUESTS FOR COMMAND-DIRECTED EARLY RETURN OF DEPENDENTS A command-directed ERD request packet consists of the following documents: a. DA Form 4187. The DA Form 4187 must be approved by the company-level commander (block 12) and endorsed by the first commander who is a lieutenant colonel or higher (pg 2, addendum section). Other intermediate or higher-level commanders or supervisors may also endorse if applicable. Figure B-3 provides a sample. b. AE Form 55-46C. This checklist should be completed or verified at each level of command (starting at company level) and digitally initialed by the command representative (normally, a personnel specialist) who reviews the documents before forwarding the request packet to the next approval authority. c. Other documents. Other documents that are required enclosures to the DA Form 4187 include the ERB or ORB, the OCONUS PCS move orders with command-sponsorship approval annotated or an approval-letter attached, copies of passports, and other applicable supporting documentation. NOTE: The MFR–SOU is not required for a command-directed ERD request packet.
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• Soldiers who receive early-return orders must process 
through the local official travel office for Family-member 
travel and transportation. 

So when can I buy my ticket?
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• Soldiers who return Family members to CONUS at 
personal expense before early-return orders are issued 
will normally not be reimbursed for travel. 

• On Form 55-46 C Enclosures d through f are not 
required for after-the-fact requests, but enclosure g is 
required. Enclosure g is required only for after-the-fact 
requests.

This process sounds lengthy

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
JTR When a dependent travels without an order, the Service member receives no reimbursement for the travel even if an order is later issued, unless the travel is due to a death, serious illness, or incapacitation of a dependent or the dependent has compelling personal reasons
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DA Form 4187
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DA Form 4187
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MFR SOU
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AE Form 55-46C
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AE Form 55-46A



STRONGER TOGETHER!

UNCLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED

1. Soldier goes to Civilian misconduct actions officer 
and/or other HR official

2. Complete the packet
3. HR Official forwards packet to admin law dept. for legal 

review
4. Packet goes to approving authority for approval (or 

denial)

The ERD Process
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• OMA Funds
• What to do if command says they don’t have the 

funding? 
− Consider working with the IG or filing a Congressional

How are ERD funded?
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When all of a Service member’s dependents are returned 
from a PDS OCONUS at Government expense not due to a 
PCS, regardless of the reason for the return, the Service 
member is authorized a housing allowance at the with 
dependent rate based on the dependent’s permanent 
residence location effective on the arrival day

BAH
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• If Family members leave Germany for more than 30 
days, the COLA will be decreased by the number of 
dependents who have left Germany. 

COLA

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Service members should inform their chain of command if their dependents are leaving Germany for more than 30 days. If a Soldier fails to inform the command and it is discovered that Family members returned to the United States for more than 30 days, then the COLA will be deducted from the Service member’s pay dating back to the date the Family members returned to the United States.
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• No EROD orders will generally be issued to persons 
subject to foreign criminal jurisdiction without proper 
approval authority or until the foreign jurisdiction 
terminates.

• The Government will not reimburse transportation of 
civilians or Family members accused or suspected in 
incidents where foreign criminal jurisdiction is possible.

Foreign Criminal Jurisdiction

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
No EROD orders will generally be issued to persons subject to foreign criminal jurisdiction without proper approval authority or until the foreign jurisdiction terminates. The Government will not reimburse transportation of civilians or Family members accused or suspected in incidents where foreign criminal jurisdiction ispossible.




STRONGER TOGETHER!

UNCLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED

• Cannot return government funded
• If family returns at personal expense, they must request 

command sponsorship
• Soldiers who return Family member to an overseas 

location at personal expense after those Family 
members returned to CONUS must request command 
sponsorship. 

Some Considerations

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Impact of Returning Family Members OCONUS. Once Family members have returned to the United States on an EROD, the Government will not provide travel and transportation if the Family members decide to return to OCONUS. (1) Soldiers who return Family member to an overseas location at personal expense after those Family members returned to CONUS must request command sponsorship. Command sponsorship requests and recommendations from the Soldier’s chain of command will be forwarded to the Garrison Commander for consideration. (2) Where EROD has been completed, Soldiers who return Family members OCONUS at personal expense must request command sponsorship if they return. The Garrison Commander may approve or disapprove the command sponsorship request, or require the Soldier to resubmit the request after a determined period of time. (3) While the Government will pay to transport Family members back to the United States in limited circumstances, it will not reimburse Soldiers who return Family members back to Germany at the conclusion of the deployment.
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• Dependent Travel Due to Divorce or Annulment is a 
separation section of the JTR-050805

• If marriage ends by divorce or annulment, authorized 
travel and transportation allowances for a former 
dependent. 

• The former dependent must have been a formerly 
command-sponsored dependent residing with the 
Service member at the duty location OCONUS. 
Movement of a former dependent must be in the best 
interest of the United States, the Service member, and 
the former dependent concerned.

Divorce

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A Service member permanently stationed OCONUS whose marriage ends by divorce or annulment may be authorized travel and transportation allowances for a former dependent. The former dependent must have been a formerly command-sponsored dependent residing with the Service member at the duty location OCONUS. Movement of a former dependent must be in the best Intro Chapter 1 Chapter 2 Chapter 3 Chapter 4 Chapter 5 Chapter 6 Appendix A Appendix B 11/01/2022 5B-11 interest of the United States, the Service member, and the former dependent concerned.
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1. The travel for the former dependent must be authorized 
through the Secretarial Process. 

2. The Service member should request movement of the 
former dependent. 

3. If the Service member is unavailable or declines to 
initiate a request for movement, the former dependent 
concerned may initiate the request.

Divorce Cont…



STRONGER TOGETHER!

UNCLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED

• Travel must originate at or in the vicinity of the Service 
member’s present or former PDS OCONUS and must 
end in the United States, a non-foreign location 
OCONUS, or in the former dependent’s native country. 

• The allowances authorized are payable to the Service 
member, but may be paid directly to the former spouse 
when the Service member authorizes direct 
payment.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
. The official must determine on a case-by-case basis that a reasonable relationship exists between the case’s conditions and circumstances, and the requested destination. Travel must originate at or in the vicinity of the Service member’s present or former PDS OCONUS and must end in the United States, a non-foreign location OCONUS, or in the former dependent’s native country. The allowances authorized are payable to the Service member, but may be paid directly to the former spouse when the Service member authorizes direct payment.
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• Travel must be completed within 1 year after the final 
divorce decree or annulment’s effective date or 6 months 
after the date the Service member completes personal 
PCS travel from the PDS OCONUS, whichever occurs 
first. 

Divorce-Timeline

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
. Termination. DOD civilian employees, accredited-contractor employees, and their Family members as well as U.S. Forces Family members lose their entitlement and must turn in their SOFA ID certificates to the PAA when one of the following happens: (1) The sponsor’s status or eligibility is terminated by reasons other than permanent change of station (PCS) from Germany (for example, military separation in Germany, termination of civilian employment without departure from Germany). (2) The sponsor departs on a PCS from Germany. When the sponsor departs, the PAA will issue Family members who remain in Germany new SOFA ID certificates that expire 90 days after the sponsor’s date of departure. (3) The marriage is terminated by annulment, divorce, or death. If the sponsor dies and the Family members remain in Germany, the PAA must issue a new SOFA ID certificate with an expiration date that is 90 days after the date of the sponsor’s death
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• If a custody agreement changes, or the Service member 
makes other legal arrangements, and a former family 
member becomes a dependent of the Service member 
again, then the dependent’s return to the Service 
member’s PDS OCONUS may be authorized through the 
Secretarial Process.

Custody Change Consideration
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• SOFA considerations per AER 600-77-DOD civilian 
employees, accredited-contractor employees, and their 
Family members as well as U.S. Forces Family 
members lose their entitlement and must turn in their 
SOFA ID certificates to the PAA when marriage is 
terminated by annulment, divorce, or death. 

Germany SOFA Considerations
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• “3) The marriage is terminated by annulment, divorce, or 
death. If the sponsor dies and the Family members 
remain in Germany, the PAA must issue a new SOFA ID 
certificate with an expiration date that is 90 days after the 
date of the sponsor’s death”. 

• Note that 90 days is not granted by the regulation for 
divorce

SOFA Considerations Continued
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Received PCS Orders

AER: 14. ADVANCE RETURN OF FAMILY MEMBERS 
Soldiers may request advance return of Family members 
(glossary) any time after receiving PCS orders. Family 
members may be authorized travel and transportation 
allowances from the current permanent duty station (PDS) 
to the new PDS.
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• Chapter 10 of AER 600-700
• May be an option for close relatives who do not 

qualify as a dependent family member
• Provides SOFA status
• Does NOT authorize that person to patronize U.S. 

sales and recreation facilities 
• LIMITED Entitlements 

Member of Household Status
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• MOH status does not confer military benefits 
• MWR services 
• VAT Forms
• MPS
• USAREUR vehicle registration and licensing 
• Military banking/credit union
• DODDS services

Limited Entitlements-No ID card
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• Probably don’t qualify for Legal Assistance Services
• Need an ETP for Medical and Dental services 
• Sponsors are not authorized additional living space 

or housing allowance 

Things you do not qualify for
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• Unmarried children between the ages of 21 and 23 of 
AD soldiers, DOD civilians, and contractors provided 
that they…
− Financially or for reasons of health dependent on the sponsor 

(50% rule)
− Live with the sponsor, even after departing Germany
− Be present in Germany with the consent of U.S. Forces

Who Qualifies for MOH?
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• Other “close relatives”
− Grandchild, parent, parent-in-law, stepparent, grandparent, 

sibling/stepsibling, nephew or niece
− Financially or for reasons of health dependent on the sponsor 

(50% rule)
− Live with the sponsor, even after departing Germany
− Be present in Germany with the consent of U.S. Forces
− Be a U.S. citizen, lawful permanent resident of the United States, or 

an EU citizen/national (but not a citizen or an ordinary resident of 
Germany). 

Who Qualifies for MOH?
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• c. Requests for exceptions to policy for close 
relatives not listed above must be sent through 
command channels to the SOFA/ILS Office (IMCOM-
Europe (IMEU-GBS), Unit 23103, APO AE 09136-
3103) for review.

Can I have an exception please? 
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• Sponsors will submit a written request to: 
− Soldiers/civilian employees USAG commander
− Contractors accredited by DOCPER DOCPER
− Contract Chaplains  IMCOM-Europe Religious Support Office
− Educators/education contractors  ACES Director 
− Other contractors  SOFA/ILS Office

How to Obtain
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• A sworn statement (more on this)
• Birth certificate or document establishing close 

relationship to sponsor
• Sponsor and close relative proof of citizenship 

status
• Proof of dependency for health/finances (more on 

this)
• If applicable, documentation to show the child/close 

relative between 21-23 is enrolled at University. 

What does this Request Need?
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• Statement of the child or close relative’s age, the 
relationship to the sponsor

• eligibility category in which the relationship falls. 
• A statement certifying that the child or close relative 

resides with the sponsor and that will continue 
• A statement that the child or close relative is 

dependent on the sponsor because of health or 
financial reasons

Sworn Statement
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• Financial Dependency 
− An explanation of how the sponsor provides more than 50% of 

relatives financial support
− You must demonstrate this: copies of relative’s income tax 

returns, income statements, etc. 

• Medical Dependency
− A statement from a physician attesting to the child’s or close 

relative’s poor health, weakness associated with advanced age, or 
physical or mental disability

Establish Proof of Dependency
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Questions?
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