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SUBJECT: Minutes of the US Army Europe and Africa Retired Soldier Council Meeting

1. The minutes of the US Army Europe and Africa Retired Soldier Council (AEA RSC)

meeting on 12 March 2026, have been reviewed and approved.

2. The point of contact for this memorandum is LTC (Retired) David V. Fulton,
President, AEA RSC, at +49 (611) 143-537-9001 or email david.v.fulton.civ@army.mil.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
UNITED STATES ARMY EUROPE AND AFRICA
OPC 467 Box 99
APO AE 09005-9997

AEPE-RSC 12 March 2026
MEMORANDUM FOR Commanding General, United States Army Europe and Africa,
ATTN: AECG, OPC 467 Box 99, APO AE 09005-9997

SUBJECT: Minutes of the US Army Europe and Africa Retired Soldier Council Meeting
1. The 177th meeting of the US Army Europe and Africa Retired Soldier Council

(AEA RSC) convened at 0900 on 12 March 2026. The first meeting of the Council

was on 29 August 1980.

2. The following persons were present in person or via Webex:

a. Members:
LTC (Ret) David V. Fulton President
LTC (Ret) James G. Yentz Secretary
COL (Ret) Robert A. Mentell Member
COL (Ret) Mark A. Rado Member
LTC (Ret) William K. Bergman Member
LTC (Ret) David E. Ott Member
LTC (Ret) Jerimiah A. Wildermuth Member
SGM (Ret) David B. Stewart Member Emeritus
SGM (Ret) Michael D. Richter Member
SFC (Ret) Filberto H. Clarke Member
b. Advisory Members:
COL Michael D. Hopkins ODCoS, G1, USAREUR-AF
Ms. Laura R. Waid Staff Representative, ODCoS, G1,
USAREUR-AF
Mr. Jerryn D. McCarroll Region Retirement Services

Officer, IMCOM-Europe

c. Visitors:
SGM Vyacheslav Ribalnik DCoS, G1, USAREUR-AF
Mr. John V. Tomassi Deputy Director, Public
Affairs, USAREUR-AF
Mr. Joshua Gonzalez Postal Policy Specialist, ODCoS,

G1 USAREUR-AF
3. Opening Remarks: The President covered “Since We Last Met” topics:

a. The minutes of the 14 November 2025 AEA RSC meeting were completed,



AEPE-RSC
SUBJECT: Minutes of the US Army Europe and Africa Retired Soldier Council Meeting

approved, and disseminated.

b. HQDA DCoS G1 approved the four issues submitted by HQ USAREUR-AF for
consideration by the Chief of Staff, Army, Retired Soldier Council when it meets in April
2026. The issues are listed in para 6 below.

c. The schedule for the 2026 Retiree Appreciation Days for seven of the nine
IMCOM-E garrisons was published and disseminated. The schedule is listed in
paragraph 7 below.

d. The Veterans Administration is continuing the hiring process to deploy three
Overseas Military Service Coordinators (OMSCs) in Europe — two in Wiesbaden,
Germany, and one in ltaly. Their primary focus will be on assisting transitioning
Servicemembers, but they we will available to assist others as time permits. The VA
Benefits Delivery at Discharge (BDD) office at Landstuhl Regional Medical Center
(LRMC) will continue to provide space-available assistance to others.

e. The partial government shutdown and the hiring freeze continues.
4. G1 Update (COL Hopkins):

a. USAREUR-AF structure and roles continue to evolve, not only as an Army
Service Component Command (ASCC) supporting ongoing operations and exercises
and as the higher command for V Corps and the newly assigned IIl Corps, but also as
the core of an emerging headquarters which included NATO LANDCOM.

b. The current command priority of efforts is support of operations in the US Central
Command area of responsibility.

c. The Eastern Flank Deterrence Initiative (EFDI) has replaced the Easter Flank
Deterrence Line (EFDL) while NATO efforts to enhance security on NATO’s eastern
flank by connecting multi-national, technology-enable forces in depth.

d. Several changes in leadership will take place this summer. BG Cecil,
USAREUR-AF Deputy Commanding General for Mobilization and Reserve Affairs, will
retire and several O6-level commanders will change, including those of USAG
Wiesbaden and 66th MI Brigade, among others.

5. PAO Update (Mr. Tomassi):

a. USAREUR-AF forces will be surging periodically over the coming months for V
Corps Warfighter command post exercise in March, Exercise Steadfast Dual in Portugal
in May, the Sword exercise series - formerly known as Defender-Europe - (now focused
more on offense than on defense) and Austere Challenge CPX in October.
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b. USAREUR-AF is hosting collaborative efforts with defense industry, such as a
recent X-Tech Prize Challenge event, to speed the development and deployment of
critical capabilities to field more cost-effective solutions to tactical challenges.
USAREUR-AF also established an industry information webpage
(https://www.europeafrica.army.mil/industry) to facilitate solicitations from U.S and ally
/partner organizations and an Operational Data Team to develop awareness of
available capabilities.

c. On 10 April 2026, the European Entry/Exit System (EES) will begin full
implementation for registering travelers into and out of the Schengen zone. Although
SOFA-status personnel and ordinarily resident individuals (such as most Retired
Servicemembers and their spouses) are exempt from EES restriction, some have
encountered “accidental registration” at points of entry. U.S. ordinary residents in
Europe should continue to use passports and residency cards at border controls.

d. The PAO will soon update its processes and systems for Daily Media Report
email distribution, which may result in the dropping of non-.mil email addresses.

e. AUSA-hosted LANDEURO will continue to build on the success of last year’s
Land Forces Symposium and Exposition, with the next annual event scheduled for 3-4
December 2026. AUSA is considering potential ways to allow more access by DoD ID
card holders, including Military Retirees. More information is available now at
https://meetings.ausa.org/landeuro/2026/index.cfm.

6. Chief of Staff, Army, Retired Soldier Council Update (COL (Ret) Rado):

a. The four USAREUR-AF issues approved by HQDA G1 for consideration by the
CSARSQC, are:

(1) Inclusion of No-Cost Preventive Annual Physical Exams in TRICARE-for-Life
Coverage: This issue is connected to CSARSC Issue 2025-01-02.

(2) Facilitating the Travel of Annuitants and Gold Star Survivors Living
Overseas.

(3) Re-establishing VA offices in theater to provide personal support: This issue
was raised in the USAG Wiesbaden Army Family Action Plan conference.

(4) Communicating With Retired Soldiers and Annuitants: This issue is a follow-
up to CSARSC Issue 2025-03-11 and previous issues.


https://usg01.safelinks.protection.office365.us/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.europeafrica.army.mil%2Findustry&data=05%7C02%7Cdavid.v.fulton.civ%40army.mil%7C0cc4c87a56c24d94e4c508de8e4e57fe%7Cfae6d70f954b481192b60530d6f84c43%7C0%7C0%7C639104664284010902%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XPAnwEUDwLL9EPNKxy5yC2MNSZYGkqhV80l6AXlJHPA%3D&reserved=0
https://meetings.ausa.org/landeuro/2026/index.cfm
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b. The CSARSC will discuss recent CSA guidance on how Military Retiree issues
are elevated to the Army leadership and resolved. Any updates to future submission
procedures will be disseminated by the CSARSC after their April 2026 meeting.

7. IMCOM-E Update (Mr. McCarroll):

a. Retiree Appreciation Days: IMCOM-E approved the 2026 RAD schedule as
follows:
USAG Stuttgart - 1 September 2026
USAG Bavaria - 4 September 2026
USAG Rheinland-Pfalz - 10 September 2026
USAG ltaly - 16 September 2026
USAG BENELUX (Brunssum) - 18 September 2026
USAG BENELUX (SHAPE) - 19 September 2026
USAG Ansbach - 23 September 2026
USAREUR-AF hosted by USAG Wiesbaden - 3 October 2026

b. Foreign Mailing Address for Retired Servicemembers Residing Overseas: The
Council discussed that the current DEERS-derived database IMCOM-E provides to
RSOs continues to be problematic for obtaining contact information and statistics as
DEERS address fields are formatted for US addresses. Trying to force-fit foreign
addresses into those fields often makes the result unusable from an automation
standpoint. Mr. Mc Carroll will discuss with IMCOM proponents the possibility of using
the DFAS database instead.

c. Overseas Voting Procedures: Despite the publicity, no changes have yet been
made, but there are two issues to note. The staff is watching for potential impacts on
absentee voting due to tighter controls on registration and documentation of citizenship
and state residency in the pending Safeguard America Voter Eligibility (SAVE) America
act, which passed the House in February 2026 and is under consideration in the
Senate. Also, there are changes coming soon to Voting Assistance Program in Europe,
as installation commands consolidate voting assistance function at the garrison level.

d. Garrison RSO Staffing: Mr. McCarroll noted that USAG Poland assigned a
Casualty Assistance Officer with limited availability and expertise to provide RSO
support. USAG Black Sea has no assigned RSO.

8. USAREUR-AF G1 Postal Update (Mr. Gonzalez):

a. Mr. Gonzalez clarified the division of IMCOM-E and USAREUR-AF postal
operations responsibilities in theater.

b. The latest version of the Military Postal Services Manual, published by the
Military Postal Service Agency (MPSA), retains and clarifies the access of Retired
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Servicemembers and others to military postal services, with a weight limit of 16-ounces.

c. The Council discussed coordinating with the other components and the
combatant command about seeking revisions of the provisions for disposition “over-
weight” MPSA parcels and “over-value” USEUCOM parcels, both of which currently
require “return to sender.”

9 Other Discussion:

a. The Log-On protocols for many USA websites, several of which are key
resources for Retired Servicemembers to manage their personal affairs vis-a-vis those
agencies. President distributed an updated matrix, prepared by LTC (Ret) Yentz,
delineating what log-on protocols apply to which sites. Although Defense Manpower
Data Center (DMDC) had announced that it would implement MyAuth access to replace
DS Logon for MHS-Genesis and other programs in 2026, it has not published an
implementation schedule.

10. Closing Remarks: The President outlined the “The Way Ahead:”

a. The next CSARSC meeting will be held 19-24 April in the Pentagon. COL (Ret)
Rado is attending as the USAREUR-AF representative to this meeting.

b. The next AEA RSC meeting is scheduled for 11 June in Wiesbaden.
c. The European Tri-Component Retiree Council charter is currently being staffed.

d. Council members are encouraged to continue recording their volunteer hours
supporting Council activities and efforts in the Volunteer Management Information
System (VMIS).

e. The Council continues to seek historical information that tells the stories of our
Military Retirees and military Families in Europe to illustrate how they have
strengthened our Army’s readiness.

11. Recognition: On behalf of the command, the President thanked CW3 (Ret) Sandra
“Sandy” K. Simpson for her 30+ years of service on the AEA RSC as she withdrew from
membership at the end of FY 25. Not only did Sandy serve as Council Secretary for the
past 22 years, she also found time to serve as a member of the USAG Wiesbaden
Retired Soldier Council. Sandy’s leadership, insight, and competence at all levels made
a significant and positive difference in the well-being of countless Retired Soldiers and
their Families throughout the theater. He wished her all the best as she continues to
serve the military community in other capacities.

12. President adjourned the meeting at 12:10.
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13. For the record:

a. AEA RSC Volunteer Hours: For CY 2026, AEA RSC members recorded in VMIS
over 1,021 hours of service.

b. AEA RSC Liaison Performance: For CY 2026, AEA RSC Members reported the
timely accomplishment of over 81% of their liaison goals.

Daved Frelon

DAVID V. FULTON
LTC, USA (Retired)
President
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