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Pursuit of Soldier well-being continues with barracks ribbon cutting

By PORSHA AUZENNE
Public Affairs Office

FORT JOHNSON, La. — The Joint
Readiness Training Center and Fort
Johnson celebrated a ribbon cutting
Aug. 5 for two newly completed bar-
racks — buildings 2273 and 1634.

The ongoing project, started in
2008, marks the 32nd of 34 barracks
housing restorations and highlights
Fort Johnson’s mission of enhancing
Soldier well-being. Funded in 2019
for $20.8 million, building 2273 was
awarded to Saur Incorporated, while
building 1634 was awarded to Ross
Group and funded for $29.2 million.

Both projects restored the original
Volunteer Army facility design by
addressing flaws.

Improvements included enclosing
the facility to provide one complete
building envelope, installing an Ex-
terior Insulation and Finish System
and upgrading heating, ventilation
and air conditioning systems.

Combined, both facilities will pro-
vide Fort Johnson with 208 addition-
al rooms for Soldiers.

“The ribbon cutting ceremony
represents not just a culmination of
hard work and dedication, but also
the beginning of new opportunities
and growth,” said 1st Lt. Ianthe V.
Cho, G1 Plans and Operations offi-
cer-in-charge.

Brig. Gen. Jason A. Curl, com-
manding general of the Joint Read-
iness Training Center and Fort John-
son, addressed the importance of the
barracks restoration and the ongoing
efforts to improve quality of life for

From left: Lt. Col. Joshua Haynes, Command Sgt. Maj. Andrew P. Baxter, Col. Derek
E. Johnson, Brig. Gen. Jason A. Curl, Joint Readiness Training Center and Fort Johnson
commanding general, post Command Sgt. Maj. Oracio Pefia and Col. C] Lopez, garri-
son commander, cut the ribbon in front of a newly renovated barracks facility Aug. 5.

(U.S. Army photo by Porsha Auzenne)

Soldiers assigned to the installation.

“When we talk about quality of life
for Soldiers and taking care of them,
there’s a few things that are of utmost
importance: Giving them a safe place
to work and improving our motor-
pools, company office facilities and
training areas,” Curl said. “However,
there’s also giving them a safe place to
sleep and go after work.”

Upon completion of the ribbon cut-

ting, personnel got a firsthand view
of the newly renovated interior
which included a recreation room,
laundromat and barracks room
complete with a stove, refrigerator,
dining table, lounging chair, bath-
room and bedroom.

The barracks will be open to oc-
cupancy for the 3rd Brigade Combat
Team, 10th Mountain Division this
fall.

Above: A bedroom, kitchenette
and living area in the newly
renovated barracks. Left: Col.
Derek E. Johnson speaks with
Chaplin  Maj. Jeremiah D.
Snyder in the newly renovated
laundry facility of building
1634. Right: Russell Castillo,
Directorate of Public Works
engineering chief, briefs visitors
during a tour of the barracks.
(US. Army photos by Porsha
Auzenne)

Cover photo: A Soldier from the 519th Military Police Battalion directs vehicles
during the 101st Airborne rotation at the Central Louisiana Regional Port in Alexan-
dria, La. Aug. 7. (U.S. Army photo by Keith Houin)
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3/10 BCT hosts staff delegation visit in Romania

By KAREN SAMPSON
Public Affairs Office

ROMANIA — Soon after accepting mission
responsibility at Mihail Ko galniceanu Air Base,
Romania, on July 15, 2024, Soldiers assigned to
the 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 10th Mountain
Division, hosted a visit from Louisiana’s Staff
Delegate.

Jules “Jay” Hurst, legislative director and
defense advisor to Speaker Mike Johnson, 56th
Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives
and a member of Republican Congress serving
Louisiana’s Fourth District.

“We take great pride in working on behalf
of the Soldiers and military Families stationed
at Fort Johnson,” said Johnson. “It was a priv-
ilege to have our team visit the Patriot Bri-
gade in Romania, meet with Soldiers, and see
where they will live and train for the next eight
months.”

Hurst is also a lieutenant colonel in the U.S.
Army Reserve. He has served as a liaison be-
tween the U.S. Army and Congress, as a strat-
egist on the Department of the Army Staff,
and as a project manager for the Department
of Defense artificial intelligence systems. His
service includes four tours to Afghanistan as
a senior intelligence officer for a Joint Special
Operations Task Force.

“The Patriot Brigade are training with many
NATO allies and partners,” Hurst said.

Hurst said they will experience real-world
scenario-driven force-on-force training with 12
countries during the U.S. European Command
exercise Immediate Response.

Immediate Response is a freedom of move-
ment exercise planned for forces supporting
Europe’s Eastern Flank.

Hurst was able to take time during his vis-
it to have constructive discussions with some
of the young leaders regarding friction points
that may come up with other nations during
training.

“Interoperability with Allies takes practice,”
Hurst said.

Hurst was impressed with how the deploy-
ment provided the Patriot Brigade with oppor-
tunities to conduct training and practice tasks
that, although not on their mission essential
task list, multiply their capabilities and are
crucial to the operational environment.

“The scope of this mission offers immense
training value for the Soldiers here,” said
Hurst.

“Patriot Brigade is fielding new equipment
as part of the Transform in Contact Initiative.”

Gen. Randy George, 41st U.S. Army Chief of
Staff, said the Transform in Contact Initiative
works towards the future design of military
service. Select units and task forces employ
new weapons and training during deploy-
ments. This training tactic provides realistic
feedback about how the military navigates ar-
eas of combat operations.

Soldiers assigned to the 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 10th Mountain Division, hosted a visit from Louisiana’s
staff delegate, Jules “Jay” Hurst, legislative director and defense advisor to Speaker Mike Johnson, 56th Speaker
of the U.S. House of Representatives and a member of Republican Congress serving Louisianas Fourth Dis-
trict, during their deployment to Mihail Kogalniceanu Air Base, Romania. (Photo courtesy U.S. Army)

Hurst engages with Soldiers assigned to the 3rd BCT,
10th Mtn Div during their deployment to Mihail Ko-
galniceanu Air Base, Romania. (Photo courtesy U.S.
Army)

Hurst said it was a thrill to hear the Patriot
Brigade staff discuss planning and see them
adapt to the Eastern Flank’s battle rhythm.

He expressed Johnson’s continued support
to all the Soldiers, civilians, and Families who
call JRTC and Fort Johnson home.

“Our servicemembers deployed to Romania
have a great opportunity to train while increas-
ing interoperability with our European Allies.
We hope they have a successful deployment
rotation and look forward to welcoming them
home upon their return,” Johnson said.

Col. Joshua Glonek, commander, 3rd Bri-
gade Combat Team, 10th Mountain Division,
expressed the Patriot Brigade’s gratitude.

Hurst speaks with Col. Joshua Glonek, commander,
3rd BCT, 10th Mtn Div during deployment. (Photo
courtesy U.S. Army)

“Mr. Hurst stressed the importance of learn-
ing about our mission here and took time to
engage with our deployed Soldiers,” Glonek
said.
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Soldiers from 101st Airborne
Division and 519th Military
Police Battalion conducted
port operations at the
Central Louisiana Regional
Port in Alexandriq, La. Aug.
7. After an inland waterway

journey from Kentucky

to Louisiana, more than
1,000 vehicles filled the
staging area to prepare for
rotational training at the
Joint Readiness Training
Center and Fort Johnson.

(U.S. Army photos by Keith Houin and Ben Russo)




Memorandum of Agreement signing

U.S. Army Col. C] Lopez, garrison commander of the Joint Readiness Training Center and Fort Johnson, James Williams, superintendent of Ver-
non Parish School Board and first responders and firefighters from the Department of Emergency Services sign a collaborative partnership between
VPSB, DES and JRTC and Fort Johnson to provide fire and emergency care training for high school age children at the Vernon Parish School

Board, Leesville, La., Aug.1, 2024. (U.S. Army photo by Karen Sampson)

1st Battalion, 5th Aviation
Regiment change of command

The Ist Battalion, 5th Aviation Regiment held a
change of command ceremony Aug. 1 at Maks Army
Airfield. Lt. Col. James B. Polk relinquished com-
mand to Lt. Col John F. Robichaux Jr. “Id like to
thank God for the blessing and opportunity to serve
and be humbled by the most professional group of
Soldiers I've ever served with,” said Polk as he ad-
dressed the audience. (U.S. Army photos by Porsha
Auzenne)
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Augustis
ANTITERRORISM AWARENESS MONTH

Week 1
Prepare to Respond and Recover.
Build the Team, Rehearse the Plan,
Improve the Response.

Week 2

The threat may be
closer than you think.
#SeeSomethingSaySomething




The 519th Military Police and the 50th Military Police Military Working

Dog Detachment, 16th Military Police Brigade from the Joint Readiness

Training Center and Fort Johnson attended the city of DeRidder’s 41st Annual

National Night Out: America’s Night Out Against Crime at Beauregard Parish Fairgrounds Aug. 6.
Families met their community’s first responders, law enforcement and fire and rescue personnel and
participated in interactive demonstrations.



Check VIN numbers

The Directorate of Emergency Services Traffic Di-
vision will release the following vehicles to MWR
for disposal if they remain unclaimed. Vehicles
are listed with the last four of their VIN number.
If one of these vehicles belongs to you, please
contact the Fort Johnson Police Traffic Division at
337-531-1806, 6675 or 2675.

UNK UNK Utility trailer N/A

2008 Yamaha R6 5446 <
008 Yamaha RS o Join us at your
UNK UNK Boat trailer N/A

UNK  UNK Kayak trailer ~ N/A N eigthPhOOd

UNK McClain Boat trailer N/A

UNK  UNK M/C trailer ~ N/A Community

2001 Ford F150 0450
2000 Ford Ranger 3852
2006 Nissan 350Z 4586 Center fOP a
2013 Kawasaki 650 4040

2004 Cadillac Escalade 5765 Sweet tl”eat tO

2003 Ford Crown Victoria 2046 23rd

Friday, August

2011 Chevrolet Cruz 6489

celebrate the 3:00pm - 4:30pm
first week of
school!

Corvias

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

Click for more information
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1971VS-ZDSn4FuOchV7kQ27H3Qtw3koS2/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1971VS-ZDSn4FuOchV7kQ27H3Qtw3koS2/view

prepaiedithishuiiicanelseason
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By JEAN CLAVETTE GRAVES
BJACH PAO

FORT JOHNSON, La. — Bayne-Jones Army
Community Hospital hosted a bring your dog
walk at 6 am., Aug. 1, at Warrior Hills Golf
Course, at the Joint Readiness Training Center
and Fort Johnson, Louisiana.

The event was organized in sup-
port of the Defense Health Agen-
cy’s annual Dog Days of Sum-
mer Campaign, designed to
highlight facility dogs across
the military health system.

Currently, BTACH does not have

facility dogs but has used the cam-

paign as a way to share stories and
photos of the important role dogs play in

the lives of their beneficiaries, staff and Sol-
diers and Families stationed here.

Alexander Ragan, installation director of
psychological health, said dogs play a crucial
role in the military, providing operational and
emotional support to Soldiers.

“Their presence can alleviate feel-
ings of loneliness, stress, and anxi-

ety,” he said. “The bond be-
tween dogs and Soldiers
is profound, offering
unconditional love and
support, in high-stress
environments.”
Ragan said the companion-
ship of dogs can significantly reduce
feelings of isolation, helping Soldiers
maintain a positive mental state of mind.

The event was free and open to the public.
The Fort Johnson fire department along with
volunteers from Fairway Court, Eagle View
Drive and the post chapel set up water stations
to cool down the two and four-legged partici-
pants.

The 50th Military Police Detachment, 519th
Military Police Battalion lent
their support to the event with
working dog demonstra-
tions, and the 32nd Hospital
Center showed up in force to
participate.
At the end, each K9 partici-
pant earned a special certificate
of PAWTICIPATION signed by
Col. Alisa Wilma, BJACH commander, with
paw prints from her dog, Lucy.

(U.S. Army photos by Jean Graves)
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Military spouse-owned business market

Fort Johnsons Army Community Service sponsored a military
spouse-owned business market at the Warrior Center, Aug. 3. The
community came out to support a collective of businesses selling
their creative goods, including scented candles, cookies, tumblers,
keychains and more. (U.S. Army photos by Karen Sampson)

Antiterrorism proclamation

Fort Johnson leadership gathered at the Warrior Center Aug. 7
to recognize Antiterrorism Month. The proclamation established
August Antiterrorism Awareness Month and urges all citizens,
government agencies, public and private institutions and busi-
nesses to invest in the power of prevention and work together to
make their Army communities safer. Col. C] Lopez, Fort Johnson
garrison commander, and Brig. Gen. Jason A. Curl, command-
ing general, signed the proclamation. To report any suspicious
activities or behaviors that may indicate terrorist activity or
ongoing criminal activity, please visit: https://home.army.mil/
johnson/index.php/about/garrison-directorates-and-sup-
port-offices/ DPTMS/iwatch

(U.S. Army photo by Antoine Aaron)

iIWATCH

4 AARCIVA X



https://home.army.mil/ johnson/index.php/about/garrison-directorates-and-support-offices/DPTMS/iwatch
https://home.army.mil/ johnson/index.php/about/garrison-directorates-and-support-offices/DPTMS/iwatch
https://home.army.mil/ johnson/index.php/about/garrison-directorates-and-support-offices/DPTMS/iwatch
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By MIKE PERRON
DeCA Public Affairs Specialist

FORT GREGG-ADAMS, Va. — Fisher House
Foundation has announced the winners of its
annual Scholarships for Military Children pro-
gram, which awards deserving children of U.S.
service members scholarship grants, offering
an early boost to their continued educational
success.

This year, the nonprofit foundation award-
ed 500 children a $2,000 scholarship each for
the upcoming 2024-2025 academic year. Fisher
House created the program in 2001 in partner-
ship with the Defense Commissary Agency to
recognize the contributions of military families
to the readiness of the fighting force and to cel-
ebrate the commissaries’ role in enhancing the
military’s quality of life.

Marshall Banks, director of community rela-
tions at Fisher House Foundation, highlighted
ongoing enhancements to the online applica-
tion process, aimed at meeting the increasing
number of student applicants each year.

“The online application process for the
2024-2025 Scholarships for Military Children
program was a resounding success,” he said.
“Our team received over 4,000 applications
again this year from 235 commissaries.” Banks
went on to note that, due to the support from
its generous donors, Fisher House Foundation
has awarded $23,126,500 in scholarships over
the past 24 years.

Each year, scholarship applicants submit
their official transcript indicating a mini-
mum cumulative GPA of 3.0 or above on
a 4.0 scale for high school applicants or
a cumulative minimum GPA of 2.5 or
above on a 4.0 scale for students al-
ready enrolled in college and an es-
say of 500 words or less, no longer
than two pages.

Eligibility for the program is determined us-
ing the Defense Enrollment Eligibility Report-
ing System database. Applicants must ensure
that they, as well as their sponsor, are enrolled
in DEERS and have a current military depen-
dent ID card. Applicants must also be planning
to attend or already be attending an accredit-
ed college or university full-time in the fall of
2024, or be enrolled in a program of studies
designed to transfer directly into a four-year
program.

Applicants who have been awarded a full
scholarship to attend a college or university,
or who receive an appointment to one of the

From left: Defense Commissary Agency Director and CEO John Hall visited the Fort Gregg-Adams Commis-
sary in Virginia on July 12 to award certificates to winners of the Fisher House Foundation annual Scholar-
ships for Military Children. Navy Command Master Chief Mario Rivers, senior enlisted advisor to DeCA's
director, and Robert Bunch, acting DeCA deputy director, also attended the ceremony.

military academies or affiliated preparatory
schools, are not eligible to receive funds from
this program. A full scholarship is usually de-
fined as one that provides for payment of tui-
tion, books, lab fees and other expenses.
All rules and requirements for the pro-
gram, as well as links to frequent-
ly asked questions are available
at the Scholarships for Military
Children website, as is the full
list of this year’s winners.
DeCA Director and CEO
John Hall attended a schol-
arship award ceremony at
the Fort Gregg-Adams com-
missary in Virginia on July 18 to person-
ally present four local student winners with
certificates honoring their efforts.

“This is really quite an achievement, so con-
gratulations to the awardees and congratula-
tions to their parents,” Hall said.

Hall added that as a father, he could imagine
the parents’ state of mind. “Having put four
children through college, I know you're go-
ing through two emotions right now,” he said.
“One, you're really proud of your child, justi-
fiably so. You're really proud of your child for
achieving this. But the second emotion I know
you're going through is “Thank God! I'm sav-
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ing two thousand dollars here!” It's okay to go
through both of those, and I congratulate you
all because I know you had lot to do with this,
too — the way you raised your children to be
able to achieve this.”

“The window to apply for the 2025 Fisher
House Scholarships should open in December
and close sometime in February, but the exact
dates have not been set yet,” said Todd Heas-
ley, DeCA’s scholarships program liaison. “Be
sure to check the scholarship page in Decem-
ber for the date of the opening, as well as the
new essay question for the year.”

Fisher House Foundation also has a custom
scholarship search engine tailored to military
families, called “Scholarships for Service.” It's
free, easy to use, and available on mobile de-
vices or computers at militaryscholar.org.

Fisher House Foundation is ranked a four-
star charity by Charity Navigator. No govern-
ment funds are used to support the Scholar-
ships for Military Children program.

Commissary vendors, manufacturers, bro-
kers, suppliers and the general public donate
money to fund the program.

For more information on the Scholarships for
Military Children program, please visit: www.
fisherhouse.org/programs/scholarship-pro-
grams/scholarships-for-military-children/



http://militaryscholar.org
https://www.fisherhouse.org/programs/scholarship-programs/scholarships-for-military-children/
https://www.fisherhouse.org/programs/scholarship-programs/scholarships-for-military-children/
https://www.fisherhouse.org/programs/scholarship-programs/scholarships-for-military-children/
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U.S. Army Soldiers needed for
the MHANES study!

The purpose of the MHANES study is to assess dietary intake,
cardiometabolic health, body composition, nutritional status,
health, mental well-being, injury prevalence, and physical
performance in active-duty Army Service Members.

To qualify for this research study, participants should:

* BealU.S.Army Soldier, 18 years of age or older
* Not be relocating or getting out of the Army in the next 30 days
* Not beinBasic Training (BCT) and/or One-station Unit Training (OSUT)

INFORMATIONAL BRIEFINGS: 0900 & 1300, AUG 21, 22, 23
at the Warrior Center, Fort Johnson, Louisiana

Participationin the study involves attending a study briefing, one in-person visit,and a
virtual follow-up.
Compensation of up to $400 is offered for the completion of this study.

LEARN MORE:
719-310-6708
StandReady@pbrc.edu




ALCOHOLICS
ANONYMOUS

What
AA Meeting

Who
Service Member/

Civilians (18 & up)
If younger than 18
Call POCs

When
Every Thursday
1830/6:30 p.m.

Where
Main Post Chapel
BLDG 427
Room 136-near
the kitchen

Cost (free)
Your time

Childcare
None

POC
Text Scott
910-494-9857
Or
Text Jeremiah
337-718-8822

A FREE Alcoholics Anonymous support group for
any adult seeking to stop drinking as lead by a
civilian spouse and a retired Service Member

/
WHO:

Those interested in learning how Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) works
Everyone who believes alcohol is controlling their life

Those seeking to quit drinking

Anyone that has been told they have issues with drinking too much
Individuals and groups concerned with alcoholism and its treatment
You must be able to access FT Johnson

Of course, adult dependents and civilians are welcome

ANONYMITY IS ENCOURAGED AND RESPECTED!

o While duty uniform is accepted, civilian clothes are recommended

HOSPITALITY:
Accepting/needing sober sponsors
o Coffee

1S




