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Cover photo: Santa, along with Col. CJ Lopez, Fort Johnson garrison com-
mander, visits Parkway Elementary School Dec. 14 to meet with students 
and wish them a happy holiday. (Photo by PORSHA AUZENNE) 

Fort Johnson gets into Christmas spirit with toy drive
By PORSHA AUZENNE
Public Affairs Office

FORT JOHNSON, La. — The holi-
days are the season of giving. That’s 
why Fort Johnson’s Better Oppor-
tunities for Single Soldiers program 
hosts their annual toy drive ruck 
march and toy pickup. These efforts 
ensure Fort Johnson Families have 
an extra special holiday season.

More than a thousand Soldiers 
came to Anvil Field Nov. 30 dressed 
in their holiday finest. From ugly 
Christmas sweaters to Grinch and 
Santa costumes and even rucksacks 
lit with Christmas lights, the Fort 
Johnson community came together 
in an effort to bring cheer to military 
Families across the installation. 

Once the march was complete, 
participants dropped off hundreds 
of toys at the BOSS warehouse, 
where Families were able to pick up 
presents for their little ones free of 
charge. 

“The most important aspect of 
the toy drive is bringing the com-
munity together,” Whitney Cocker-
ham, BOSS program administrator, 
said. “It helps bring holiday cheer 
to those who need it the most. See-
ing the Soldiers work so hard to col-
lect toys to donate always brings so 
much happiness to my heart.”

Spc. Kevin West, Fort Johnson 
BOSS president, said the toy drive 
is also important because it helps 
the single parent population know 
that BOSS sees them as a priority. 
Participation between leaders, Sol-
diers and the community in the ruck 
march was listed as another reason 
by West as to why the toy drive is 
important. 

“Participation in the ruck helps 
build trust outside the uniform, 
which translates to better cohesion 
when we train and deploy,” West 
said. “It’s also about giving back 
to the community that supports us 
each and every year. BOSS couldn’t 
happen without all the awesome 
people on our installation. Giving 
back to military Families pays divi-

dends into taking care of our people 
and earning trust for BOSS with-
in units as a community of selfless 
leaders.”

When asked what the toy drive 
meant to West, he recalled his child-
hood as a major factor. 

“The toy drive is important to me 
because I remember, growing up, 
how stressful the holidays can be 
on everyone emotionally and finan-
cially,” West said. “Seeing the happy 
smiles of relieved Families who can 
give their children a holiday they 
won’t forget is paramount to why I 

do what I do as BOSS president.”
Egla Hays-Sepeda, a military 

spouse present at the Dec. 8 toy 
drive pickup, expressed what Fort 
Johnson holding the event meant to 
her.

“I think the toy drive is import-
ant,” Hays-Sepeda said. “It really 
lights up Christmas for kids and 
their parents who have financial 
troubles around this time of year. 
This is especially true for parents 
with two or more children.”

Toy donations were handed out 
Dec. 6-8 at the BOSS warehouse.
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Egla Hays-Sepeda, military spouse, browses through a 
variety of toys at the Better Opportunity for Single Sol-
diers Toy Drive pick up Dec. 8 at the BOSS warehouse.
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Soldiers in the holiday spirit as they participate in the 
toy drive ruck march Nov. 30.
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FORT JOHNSON, La. — Santa Claus, Mrs. 
Claus and their elves stopped early at Fort 
Johnson during the holiday season. 

Hailing all the way from the North Pole, 
the group has already attended a multitude 
of events which include the Snowflake Festi-
val and Tree Lighting Ceremony, bowling with 
children at Warrior Lanes Bowling Center and 
a visit to Alligator Lake Recreation Park. 

They also visited children at Parkway Ele-
mentary and North Elementary and ventured 
into the local community areas of Leesville, 
DeRidder, Anacoco and Hornbeck. 

However, few don’t know Santa and Mrs. 
Claus have aliases outside of the gift-giving 
season. 

Steve Humphries, Fort Johnson Casualty 
Assistance Center chief, and Dana Horn-Tru-
jillo, retired Joint Readiness Training Center 
and Fort Johnson protocol officer, make it their 
mission as Mr. and Mrs. Claus to bring joy to 
the children of Fort Johnson every year around 
the holidays. One of the ways they do this is 
by reading all the letters sent to them by the 
youth.

“We read every letter we receive,” said 
Humphries, also known as Santa “Steve” 
Claus. “Some of the most touching ones are 
kids wishing for their military service parent 
to return home. An interesting one came from a 
young man who requested money for tattoos.”

Horn-Trujillo, also known as Mrs. Claus, 
nodded in agreement as she discussed the let-
ters she viewed.

“We had children who asked for various 
things, including a Bible, new clothes and 
shoes and dolls.”

Santa and Mrs. Claus also addressed those 
who may not be having the jolliest of time. 

“To people alone or not feeling jolly — re-

member to reflect on the true meaning of 
Christmas,” Santa said. “It’s about hope and 
joy. If you’re alone, there’s always somebody 
out there for you. Whether friends, family or 
acquaintances, reach out and talk to them or 
shake their hand. There are agencies around 
the installation that would love to hear from 
you.”

Mrs. Claus also gave advice for those who 
are feeling alone during the holidays.

“We all go through times when something in 
our life has changed, but Santa and I find when 
we give to other people, it brings us a special 
joy. Even if you are suffering through grief or 
a hard time, step outside your comfort zone 
and help bring joy to someone else. I promise 
you’ll leave with a smile.”

While Christmas is a time of gifts, Mrs. Claus 
reminded everyone of its importance.

“Presents are fun, but what’s important is 
spreading love and joy,” said Mrs. Claus, re-
minding everyone that Santa wants all chil-

dren to go home and tell those they live with 
how much they love them.

The Clauses would also like to wish the Fort 
Johnson community a happy holiday!
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Santa, Mrs. Claus spread cheer to Families of Fort Johnson
By PORSHA AUZENNE
Public Affairs Office

Letters to Santa

Santa and company visit with the stu-
dents of Parkway Elementary and North 
Elementary Dec. 14.
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Home of Heroes Thrift Shop improves Fort Johnson quality of life

FORT JOHNSON, 
La. — If you are 
looking to purchase 
something you need, 
there’s a chance you’ll 

find it at the Fort Johnson 
Home of Heroes Thrift Shop, 

830 Colorado Ave. You can find 
gently used household goods, 

furniture, clothes and more at an 
affordable price. 

However, the Thrift Shop isn’t 
just about providing the commu-
nity with shoes and food proces-
sors. It’s also about taking the 
money made at the shop and 
putting it back into the com-

munity in meaningful and 
necessary ways through 
grants.

Samantha Rowlands, 
Thrift Shop manager, said 
the store plays an essen-
tial role in Fort Johnson’s 
quality of life.

“I always tell people 
that come into the Thrift 
Shop, ‘help us help 
you,’” Rowlands said.

With this theme in 
mind, the Thrift Shop 
continues to grow each 
year.

“My ultimate goal is 
to continue expanding 
our profits to increase 
the number of grants we 
can provide,” Rowlands 
said.

In 2022, the Thrift Shop 
gave away a more than 
$100,000. In the current 
fiscal year they have al-
ready given away more 
than $17,000. 

Rowlands is invested in 
continuing to help the Fort 
Johnson community.

“I work hard because I 
can see the positive impact 
the Thrift Shop makes on the 
people who need it most,” 
she said.

Alton Warwick, a frequent 
Thrift Shop customer, visits 
the store often and has always 
been a thrifter.

“I love the thrill of finding 
something amazing,” War-

wick said. “The people are friendly, the pric-
es reasonable and the sales are great.”

Jessica Reiter, Thrift Shop publicity chair, 
said so many times the funds the Thrift Shop 
provides is what keeps organizations going. 

“Sometimes they can’t afford to accom-
plish what they need to and we can help 
them,” Reiter said.

The Thrift Shop helps a wide variety of 
people and organizations including every-
thing from the installation chaplains and 
local schools to community groups, sports 
teams, student scholarships and more.

How does the Thrift Shop continue to be 
successful? Endless variety. Thrift shops gath-
er their stock from the surrounding commu-
nity. The difference between Fort Johnson’s 
shop and other donation-based stores is the 
donations offered by the Soldiers and Fami-
lies have a more international flair based on 
the variety of places they have lived.

“We get donations from all over the world 
because that’s where our Soldiers and Fami-
lies have traveled,” Reiter said. “That means 

we have a truly eclectic supply of merchan-
dise for people to browse through. You just 
never know what kind of treasure you’ll 
find.”

Another key to the Thrift Shop’s success 
is its volunteers.

“The Thrift Shop couldn’t run without 
our volunteers — those that help run the 
shop and are part of the board,” Rowlands 
said.

If you would like to help continue mak-
ing the Thrift Shop a success, volunteers 
are always welcome. Volunteers ages 13-15 
must volunteer with a parent. Volunteers 16 
and older can volunteer by themselves. Vol-
unteers can either stop by the shop to speak 
with the manager or email the volunteer 
chair at hohthriftshop.volunteer@gmail.
com

To apply for a grant email the Thrift Shop 
grant chair at hohthriftshop.grants@gmail.
com. 

For more information visit https://www.
facebook.com/HomeofHeroesThriftShop/

By ANGIE THORNE
Public Affairs Office

Fort Johnson Thrift Shop customers love to hunt for treasures on the 
racks and shelves of the store.
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FORT JOHNSON, La. — Highlighting its 
nationally recognized achievements in patient 
safety and quality, Bayne-Jones Army Commu-
nity Hospital was named a Top Rural Hospital 
by The Leapfrog Group, a national watchdog 
organization known as the toughest stan-
dard-setters for health care safety and quality. 
The Leapfrog Top Hospital award is widely 
acknowledged as one of the most competitive 
awards American hospitals can receive. Top 
Hospitals were honored Dec. 5 at the 2023 
Leapfrog annual meeting and awards dinner 
in Washington, D.C.

Col. Takako Barrell, acting hospital com-
mander, said BJACH was one of two in the state 
of Louisiana to achieve the Top Rural Hospi-
tal designation and the only military medical 
treatment facility in the Defense Health Agen-
cy to be recognized by the Leapfrog Group.

“Patient safety is our number one priority, 
and this recognition means a lot,” she said. 
“Our staff and beneficiaries should be proud. 
This award signifies how well BJACH com-
pares to similar facilities across the nation and 
highlights our commitment to providing the 
best care to our beneficiaries.”

More than 2,100 hospitals were considered 
for the award. A total of 132 Top Hospitals 
were selected, including eight children’s, 35 
general, 15 rural and 74 teaching hospitals.

The quality of patient care across many ar-
eas of hospital performance is considered 
when establishing the qualifications for the 
award, including infection rates, practices for 
safer surgery, maternity care and the hospital’s 
capacity to prevent medication errors. The rig-
orous standards are defined in each year’s Top 
Hospital Methodology.

“Protecting patients from preventable harm 
is the cornerstone of The Leapfrog Group’s 
mission,” said Leah Binder, president, and 
CEO of The Leapfrog Group. “BJACH has 
demonstrated that patient safety is their top 
priority, and we’re truly pleased to recognize 
them as a Top Hospital again this year. Con-
gratulations to hospital staff at all levels who 
made this national recognition possible.”

Stacy Hall, chief of quality management at 
BJACH, said this recognition demonstrates the 
military medical treatment facility at the Joint 
Readiness Training Center and Fort Johnson 
provides safe, quality-driven care to active-du-
ty Soldiers, retirees and their Families. 

“Achieving this award, for the second year 
in a row, shows a strong commitment from our 
team to protect our patients,” she said. “We are 
committed to a transparent culture of patient 
safety and process improvement. At BJACH 
we create an environment conducive to com-
passionate, patient centered, safe care.”

To qualify for the distinction, hospitals must 

rank top among peers on the Leapfrog Hospi-
tal Survey. 

The survey assesses hospital performance 
on the highest standards for quality and pa-

Hospital earns 2023 Leapfrog Top Hospital Award for outstanding quality, safety

6

tient safety and achieve top performance in 
their category. To see the full list of institutions 
honored as 2023 Top Hospitals, visit www.
leapfroggroup.org/tophospitals.

By JEAN CLAVETTE GRAVES
BJACH PAO

Pictured from left: Stacy Hall, Bayne-Jones Army Community Hospital chief of quality man-
agement; Col. Takako Barrell, acting hospital commander; BJACH Command Sgt. Maj. Larry 
White and Stephanie Parks, BJACH clinical outcomes nurse, pose with the Leapfrog Top Hospi-
tal award.

Bayne-Jones Army Community Hospital showcases their awards for Top Rural Hospital by The 
Leapfrog Group.
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Soldiers travel to Fort Johnson to leverage resources, improve patient care
By JEAN CLAVETTE GRAVES
BJACH PAO

FORT JOHNSON, La. — William Beaumont 
Army Medical Center, Fort Bliss, Texas, an-
swered the call for assistance by providing two 
respiratory specialists, Staff Sgt. Adolfo Uribe 
and Sgt. Christopher Allen, to support patient 
care at Bayne-Jones Army Community Hospi-
tal, Fort Johnson.

Uribe, outpatient pulmonary services non-
commissioned officer in charge for WBAMC, 
volunteered to help in the spirit of teamwork.

“This is the second hospital I’ve had the op-
portunity to help out like this,” he said. “I en-
joy it. As the NCOIC, I am focused more on ad-
ministrative tasks than patient care. This gives 
me an opportunity to stay fresh and up to date 
on my skills.”

Allen, a former Geronimo with 1st Battal-
ion, 509th Infantry Regiment at Fort Johnson, 
reclassed to 68V (respiratory specialist) a year 
ago and is the inpatient services respiratory 
NCO at WBAMC.

“I love taking care of Soldiers,” Allen said. 
“Coming back to Fort Johnson to help out 
makes me proud. I know I’m helping the Army 
provide better patient care.”

Both Uribe and Allen agreed the experience 
has been great and the team at BJACH has 
been welcoming and supportive.

Lt. Col. Grigory Charny, deputy commander 
of clinical services for BJACH, said it’s import-
ant to have a strong respiratory team on staff.

“It is crucial to have respiratory services 
in both the outpatient and inpatient setting,” 
Charny said. “Especially now, during the sea-
son of increased likelihood of respiratory ill-
ness. Without these respiratory specialists, ev-
erything becomes more difficult whether it’s a 
breathing treatment in the clinic, an intubation 
in the emergency room, or continued respira-
tory and pulmonary care on the wards when a 
patient is admitted.”

Col. Stephen Tanner, deputy commanding 
officer, WBAMC, said his military medical 
treatment facilities was happy to support the 
request. 

“One of the strengths of the military health 
system is our ability to reach out across the en-
terprise to support each other in times of need,” 
Tanner said. “It is important that military treat-
ment facilities support one another because we 
all go through periods of time when we have 
shortages of personnel due to a myriad of fac-
tors. Supporting each other in this manner 
helps us all meet the healthcare needs of our 
beneficiaries and aids in the health readiness 
of our service members and their Families.”

Capt. Kelvin Cook, chief of operations 
for BJACH, said partnerships like this with 
WBAMC illustrate the collaborative efforts 
MTFs have across the enterprise to ensure the 
best access and quality of care to beneficiaries. 

“Through shared resources our network is 

synced in providing top quality patient care 
under a joint model that ties together all mis-
sion partners,” Cook said. “While mission and 
requirements evolve and develop continuous-
ly, flexibility is key in managing our personnel 
assets. The ability for us to extend our person-
nel to other agencies and vice versa shows that 
the system is built to support and provide the 
best care to our beneficiaries.”

Cook said BJACH has and will continue to 
support backfill requests of medical doctors, 
biomedical maintenance specialists, behavior-
al health technicians, combat medics and more 

for missions overseas and in the continental 
United States. 

Charny said leveraging personnel assets is 
the key to success. 

“We are all part of one healthcare network 
who serve the same population and we rely on 
each other to get through difficult times,” he 
said. “A portion of our staff is always at risk 
of deployment, training, or attending school 
away from the hospital. MTF collaboration 
during staffing shortages and mutual support 
is extremely important in maintaining good 
quality care for our patients.”
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Staff Sgt. Adolfo Uribe, outpatient pulmonary services noncom-
missioned officer in charge for William Beaumont Army Medical 
Center, Fort Bliss, Texas, conducts a pulmonary functions test on 
Jen’et Celestine Dec. 11 at Fort Johnson’s Bayne-Jones Army Com-
munity Hospital. Pulmonary function tests are noninvasive tests 
that show how well the lungs are working.

Sgt. Christopher Allen, inpatient services re-
spiratory noncommissioned officer for William 
Beaumont Army Medical Center, Fort Bliss, 
Texas, conducts an electrocardiogram on Sgt. 
1st Class John Martinez Dec. 11, at Bayne-Jones 
Army Community Hospital, Fort Johnson. An 
EKG records the electrical signal from the heart 
to check for different heart conditions.
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Access control point holiday hours
The Fort Johnson Visitor Control Center and 
access control points 2 (Parkway Elementary), 
5 (Post Office) and 6 (Chaffee Avenue) will be 
closed Dec. 23-26. They will resume normal 
operations Dec. 27.  
The same locations will be closed Dec. 30-Jan. 
2. They will resume normal operations Jan 3. 
Personnel and their guests are encouraged to use  
either ACP 1 (main gate) or ACP 7 (Alligator 
Lake) during these closures. 
Sponsors and visitors are encouraged to obtain 
passes prior to closures by visiting the VCC or 
using online pass request at https://visit.gvt.
us/steps/installation_selection. VCC standard 
hours are Monday-Friday from 5 a.m.-9 p.m. 
and Saturday and Sunday from 8 a.m.-4 p.m.  
Sponsors may also escort guests onto the instal-
lation if the sponsor has a DoD common access 
card, retiree card or dependent card and is 18 
years or older. Finally, visitors with a valid driver 
license can be vetted for one-day access onto the 
installation, at ACP 1 or ACP 7.

Prohibiting alcohol purchasing hours
Beginning Jan. 1, alcohol sales at the South Main 
Express will be prohibited during the hours of 10 
p.m.-11 p.m. No other Fort Johnson retail outlets 
will affected. 
Starting in 2024, AAFES, which runs hundreds 
of retail outlets on Air Force and Army bases 
worldwide, will cut the hours it sells alcohol at 
all of its stores. Beer, wine and spirits will only 
be sold between 6 a.m. and 10 p.m. at all Base 
Exchanges, Shoppettes, Express shops, Class Six 
and other stores run by AAFES.”

https://visit.gvt.us/steps/installation_selection
https://visit.gvt.us/steps/installation_selection
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The Directorate of Emergency Services Traffic Di-
vision will release the following vehicles to MWR 
for disposal if they remain unclaimed. Vehicles 
are listed with the last four of their VIN number. 
If one of these vehicles belongs to you, please 
contact the Fort Johnson Police Traffic Division at 
337-531-1806, 6675 or 2675.

Check VIN numbers

1994
1997
2003
2014
2002
1995
2016
2005
2005
2001 
2010 
2005
Unknown
2007
2000

Ford
Dodge
Nissan
Chevrolet
Pontiac
Dodge
Jeep
Buick
Lincoln
GMC
Hyundai
Long
Unknown
Mitsubishi
Ford

F250
1500
Maxima
Cruze
Grand Prix
1500
Patriot
LaSaber
LS
Yukon
Genesis
Boat trailer
Utility trailer
Galant
Mustang

3432
3720
6157
0491
1285
8287
9883
7593
5385
6444
5409
5162
N/A
9674
8551
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Road work begins on Texas Avenue
Repairs to Texas Avenue are in progress. The project will require approximately nine months to complete. Phase one is approximately 45 days and will require 
the complete closure of the intersection of Texas and Pennsylvania avenues. Non-hazardous cargo and Non-commercial traffic are encouraged to use alternate 
routes such as 4th Street in advance of the closure. Commercial traffic, tactical traffic and hazardous cargo will be directed to follow the posted detour. The post-
ed detour will be restricted during PT hours (6:30-8 a.m.). Plan movements before or after PT hours to avoid delays. Motorists should anticipate traffic delays. 
Pedestrians are encouraged to stay clear of the work zone.



Fort Johnson Soldier completes degreedegree with ‘traditional’ college experience

Darren Polk has had an unconventional ac-
ademic career that included online classes, a 
U.S. Army deployment and getting married. 
But this past semester, he was able to be a man 
about campus at Northwestern State Universi-
ty, taking face-to-face classes and participating 
in student life. Polk graduated Dec. 14 with an 
Associate of General Studies degree.

A native of Pensacola, Florida, Polk joined 
the U.S. Army as an active-duty military police 
soldier in 2018, two years after graduating high 
school. After completing training at Fort Leon-
ard Wood, Missouri, he was stationed at Fort 
Johnson in the 204th Military Police Company. 
He is currently a staff sergeant and during his 
time in the Army has been around the U.S. for 
several military and training events.

Polk took online college courses through 
Purdue University Global, and in October 2020 
he was deployed to the Middle East to support 
Operation Enduring Freedom.

“This entailed waking up at 3 a.m. for the 
hour seminars presented by my instructors,” 
he said. “Once I returned to Fort Johnson in 
July 2021, I took a break from school with the 
idea of continuing in the future. Once it came 
time for me to reenlist, I chose to take part in 
the college option that my battalion offers, 
where I am allowed to attend in-person classes 
for a single semester. During this time, my goal 
was to graduate so I could get the ‘full experi-
ence’ of college, and as it comes to a close, I’m 
thankful I chose this path.”

Polk took classes at NSU’s Leesville/Fort 
Johnson campus and the main campus in 
Natchitoches, attended football games and 
maintained good academic standing. His goal 
in completing the degree was to get the expe-
rience and stay competitive for his next pro-
motion.

“My past platoon sergeant offered excellent 
advice leading up to me making the choice of 
going back to school and gave me the idea of 
going for a general studies degree that could 
be better used for branching off of instead of 
other degrees that people in my job over satu-
rate,” he said.

“Darren never thought college would be in 
his cards, but after five years of service, he has 
become an accomplished E-6 with a degree to 
boast now,” said Isabelle, his wife of just over a 
year, who he met in Louisiana. “This semester 
at Northwestern has been a once in a lifetime 
experience because after graduating, Darren 
is to set off for recruitment orders. No matter 
where he ends up, Darren will carry on the 
spirit of Northwestern State University as an 
alumnus.”

Isabelle is a 2019 graduate of NSU where she 
earned a Bachelor of Science in Biology and a 
Bachelor of Arts in Fine and Graphic Art. She 
is employed at the National Center for Preser-
vation Training on the Natchitoches campus.

Polk said he intends to eventually complete 
a bachelor’s degree.

“In October, I was selected to be a recruit-
er for the Army. So after graduation, I will go 
back to work and prepare to go to school and 
find out where me and my wife are going to 
be moving for that challenge,” he said. “I will, 
however, take a break while I go to recruiter 
school and settle in wherever we move to for 

the assignment, but I will be back taking class-
es as soon as I can.

“Being able to attend college and go to the 
football games, walk around campus and just 
be a student is something coming out of high 
school I never imagined I’d have the opportu-
nity to do it’s something a lot of people can’t 
do so I’d say this entire experience has been 
special.”
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NORTHWESTERN STATE UNIVERSITY

Darren Polk and his wife Isabelle, also an NSU graduate.

Darren Polk posing for a commemorative first day of class photo.



14

College graduation
Fort Johnson’s Combined College Graduation was 
held at the Bayou Theater Dec. 6. Congratulations 
to the graduates for their dedication and hard 
work.
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Briefs
Flu shots 
Flu shots are available at BJACH for all 

beneficiaries 6 months and older Mon-
day-Friday from 8 a.m.-3 p.m.

Call 337-531-3011 to schedule an 
appointment.

BJACH lunch hours
The Bayne-Jones Army 

Community Hospital will have 
reduced hours for lunch Dec. 20.

Buck competition
Ready, aim, fire! The Fort 

Johnson Shooting Range is 
hosting a big buck competition 
now until Jan. 31. 

Categories include age 
ranges 5-10 years, 11-14 
years, 15-17 years and 
18+. One winner will 
be selected from each 
category. Hunters will 
measure their buck at 
one of three locations and 
submit their photos through the 
link below.

For more information call 337-353-0528. 
https://johnson.armymwr.com/happenings/

big-buck-competition
Spring soccer registration
Got little ones interested in soccer? Now’s 
the time to register them for the upcoming 
Child and Youth Services spring soccer! 
Registration is ongoing until Jan. 5. 

For more information call 337-531-6004.
Story time

Stop by Allen Memorial Library Dec. 
19 at 11 a.m. for a winter wonderful 
story time! Christmas crafts will also 
be available for the little ones and 

their parents. 
https://johnson.armymwr.

com/calendar/event /stor y-
t i m e - a l l e n - m e m o r i a l -
library/5346894/63414

Golf scramble
Ring in the New Year on 

the green! Join Col. CJ Lopez 
for a fun game of four person 
scramble golf. Event takes 

place Jan. 5 at Warrior Hills 
Golf Course. Tee time swings off 
at 12 p.m. 

https://johnson.armymwr.com/calendar/
e v e n t / g a r r i s o n - c o m m a n d e r s - g o l f -

scramble/6224908/83163
Second Sunday brunch
What better way to toast to 2024 than with 

mimosas and a delicious brunch? Join the Forge 
Bar & Grill Jan. 14 for their monthly second 
Sunday brunch. From 10 a.m.-2 p.m., guests can 
enjoy from a selection of French toast, omelettes, 
brunch cocktails and more.

https://johnson.armymwr.com/calendar/
event/second-sunday-brunch/6090081/81480

Pool tournament
Calling all parents and youth to the cue (ball)! 

Come out and join the Middle School and Teen 
Center, building 744, Jan. 5 at 5:30 p.m. for a night 
of billiards and fun.

https://johnson.armymwr.com/calendar/
event/parent-and-youth-pool-tournament-
night/5933454/78102

Fort Johnson Things to Do
Dec. 13-28: The Running of the Christmas 

Trains 2023
Lake Charles, La.
The magic of O gauge model railroading has 

returned to Sulphur. The Southwest Louisiana O 
Gauge Model Railroad Club is running its 35’ x 
20’ modular layout at the Sulphur Regional Li-
brary, 1160 Cypress St., through Dec 28.

The club will run the trains for the public on 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays from 1-5 
p.m. and on Fridays and Saturdays from noon-5 
p.m. There is no charge to view the trains.

https://www.visitlakecharles.org/event/swla-
ogauge-model-railroad-club-presents-the-run-
ning-of-the-christmas-trains-2023/44361/

Dec. 18-24: Christmas on the Ranch
Leesville, La.
Get your ticket now and bun-

dle the kiddos into the car for this 
Christmas lights drive-thru. Excit-
ing lights galore with over a half 
a million lights, including a light 
show set to some of the most popu-
lar Christmas classics. Don’t miss out 
on this great Christmas activity in one of 
the best holiday Leesville events!

https://christmasontheranch.com/
Dec. 20: Coca-Cola Christmas Truck Night
Monroe, La.

The annual Coca-Cola Christmas Truck Night 
is back at the Biedenharn Dec. 20! The 18-wheel 
Coca-Cola Truck will be decked out 
in lights and playing your fa-
vorite Christmas tunes. The 
Coke Polar Bear and the 
Grinch will both make 
special appearances.  
Food trucks will be serv-
ing up delicious meals for 
all to enjoy. https://www.mon-
roe-westmonroe.org/events/coca-cola-christ-
mas-truck-night/

Dec. 21-30: NOLA Christmas Fest
New Orleans, La.
Experience a real indoor ice skating rink, ice 

slides, carnival rides, Santa and friends, ginger-
bread houses, special 10th anniversary 
events, and more!

www.nolachristmasfest.com/
Dec. 23: Third Street Mar-

ket
Leesville, La.

Join us in Leesville each 
Saturday, from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. for fresh 
produce, homemade and handmade, as well as 
local crafts and gifts!

https://www.facebook.com/leesvillemain-
street

Dec. 22: A Bluesy Christmas with DK Harrell
Monroe, La.
Strauss Theatre Center is thrilled to announce 
“A Bluesy Christmas with DK Harrell,” a one-

night-only concert at 7 p.m. Dec. 22.
D.K. Harrell, a 25-year-old Blues sensa-

tion from Ruston, Louisiana, has rapidly 
made a name for himself in the music in-
dustry. In 2019, he had the honor of per-

forming at the prestigious B.B. King sympo-
sium. 

Tickets for “A Bluesy Christmas with DK Har-
rell” are on sale now and can be purchased at 
strausstc.com/tickets or by calling the box office 
at 318-323-6681.

https://strausstc.com/
Dec. 23: New Year’s Eve Party
Monroe, La.
Celebrate New Year’s Eve at the Mon-

roe VFW with Murphy’s Law.
They will have free fireworks 
throughout the evening with 

a free good luck meal at 
midnight and a cham-

pagne wagon for toasting! 
Tickets sell out fast, so get yours now! Tickets are 
$25 and are nonrefundable.

https://allevents.in/monroe/new-years-eve-
party/200025877167600
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