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NO ARMY OR FEDERAL ENDORSEMENT IMPLIED.

14th Annual Powwow in the Pines

Oct.
11-12 TROUT, LA.

EVENTS
OFF POST

OUTSIDE THE GATES

ChuckFest

Oct.
19 LAKE CHARLES, LA.

TappedTober Beer and Wine Fest

Oct.
12 NATCHITOCHES, LA.

Fall Fun Learnin’ at the 
Petting Farm: Halloween Style

Oct.
18-20 OAKDALE, LA.

Four Winds Tribe Louisiana 
Cherokee 20th Powwow

Oct.
25-27 DERIDDER, LA.

Click for more info

Click for more info

Click for more info

Click for more info

Click for more info
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https://www.jenachoctaw.org/powwowinthepines
https://www.thetappedtober.com/
https://www.explorelouisiana.com/events/holiday-events/fall-fun-learnin-petting-farm-halloween-style
https://chuckfest.org/
https://www.cityofderidder.org/Calendar.aspx?EID=2116


Fort Johnson closes chapter with two inactivation ceremonies
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3rd Battalion 353rd Training Regiment history
The 3-353rd Regiment began its 

service to the United States as one 
of over three hundred Infantry Regi-
ments authorized by congress after 
the US entered the First World War 
on the Allied side in 1917. 

Activated at Camp Funston and as-
signed to the 89th Division, the reg-
iment sailed for France in July 1918. 
The regiment saw combat during 
the St. Michael and Meuse-Argonne 
offensives and occupied defenses in 
Lorraine before and after the armi-
stice ended formal hostilities on Nov. 
11, 1918. 

During the interwar period, the reg-
iment was based in Kansas as part of 
the organized reserves. It returned to 
active service in World War II, partic-
ipating in the Rhineland and central 
Europe campaigns in 1945. The 
regiment remained as a drilling unit of 
the US Army reserve and was briefly 
reactivated  during the Persian Gulf 
War in 1991. It was inactivated, along 

with the rest of the 89th Infantry 
Division in 1996. 

Because of its close 
association with Camp 
Funston, the US Army 

Institute of Heraldry chose 
the 3-353rd Inf Reg as the 

designation for the battalion that would 
assume responsibility for training 
combat advisors at Camp Funston 
from 2006 to 2009. The three original 
battalions along with three new battal-
ions were activated at Fort Polk on May 
1, 2009 and formally assumed respon-
sibility for combat advisor training on 
Aug. 31, 2009. 

As part of the Army’s restructuring, 
the 162nd Infantry Brigade was deac-
tivated July 14, 2014. The 162nd Bri-
gade’s former responsibilities now fell 
to the 3rd Battalion; one battalion now 
successfully completing all the mis-
sions previously given to a full brigade.

On Oct. 1, 2014 the 3-353rd Reg 
was re-assigned to the Fort Polk Joint 
Readiness Training Center Operations 
Group. 

On Sept. 16, 2020, 3-353rd was re-
assigned to Security Force Assistance 
Command, Fort Bragg, North Carolina. 

The 3-353rd Reg has close a rela-
tionship with members of SFA com-
munity – Army, Joint and Allied. This 
enables the battalion to prepare and 
deliver tailorable, scalable and region-
ally focused foundational and collective 
training across the SFAC enterprise. 

The 3-353rd Reg was inactivated 
Sept. 19, 2024.

Lt. Col. James Authurs, 3rd Battalion, 353rd Regiment commander (right), and Master Sgt. Jawaski Wilson (left) case the colors during the 3-353rd Reg inac-
tivation ceremony Sept. 30 at the Joint Readiness Training Center and Fort Johnson.  (U.S. Army photos by Antoine Aaron)
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519th Millitary Police history
Originally organized as the 15th Mil-

itary Police Battalion in October 18, 
1927, the 519th Military Police Battal-
ion was called to active duty at Camp 
Chaffee, Arkansas, in April 1944. 

In its more than 80 years of ser-
vice to the Army, it has participated 
in 14 campaigns around the globe, 
providing invaluable combat support 
through World War II, the Korean war 
and expeditions to Panama and the 
Middle East. 

It has earned numerous campaign 
streamers, including a valorous unit 
award, five meritorious unit com-
mendations three Army superior 
unit awards, and a Republic of Korea 
presidential unit citation. Currently, 
the 519th Military Police Battalion is 
located at Fort Johnson.

The 519th Military Police Battal-
ion consists of a Headquarters and 
Headquarters Detachment, the 204th 
Military Police Company, the 258th 
Military Police Company, the 41st 
Transportation Company, the 383rd 
Movement Control Team, the 91st Mil-
itary Police Detachment and the 50th 
Military Working Dog Detachment.     

Three of these companies were 
inactivated Sept. 30. 

•The 91st Law Enforcement De-
tachment was activated August 1, 
1952 at Fort McPherson, Georgia, and 
was redesignated as the 91st Military 
Police Detachment April 21, 1959. 
After several activations and inacti-

vations, the detachment was last acti-
vated October 19, 1997 at Fort Polk. 
The detachment was inactivated 
Sept. 30.

Decorations include a Meritorious 
Unit Commendation, Tet Counter-
offensive (Vietnam) and Vietnam 
Streamer (Vietnam 1967). 

•The 204th MP Co was activat-
ed Feb. 10, 1941 at Camp Blanding, 
Florida. 

From that point on, the company 
was inactivated and activated several 
times. In August 1992, the 204th was 
activated at Fort Polk, Louisiana, until 
its inactivation Sept. 30.

Decorations include an Army 
Superior Unit Award (1990-1991), a 
Valorous Unit Award Streamer (Iraq 
2003-2004), an Army Meritorious 
Unit Commendation Streamer (Iraq 
2006) and an Army Meritorious 
Unit Commendation Streamer (Iraq 
2009-2010).

•The 258th MP Co was activated 
June 25, 1943. It was activated and 
inactivated several times. It was 
activated August 1992 at Fort Polk, 
Louisiana, and inactivated Sept. 30.

Decorations include 
an Army Meritorious 
Unit Commendation 
Streamer (Iraq 2005-
2006) and an Army 
Superior Unit Award 
Streamer (1996-
1997).

Capt. Michael D. Volle, 91st Law Enforcement Detachment 
Commander (left), and Sgt. 1st Class Raul Galvan III, 
detachment sergeant, case the detachment’s colors. (U.S. 
Army photos by Antoine Aaron)

Above: Capt. Christopher E. Biehl, 204th Military Police company commander (left), 
and Sgt. 1st Class  Johnathan C. Burrill, 1st Sergeant, case the company colors. (U.S. 
Army photos by Antoine Aaron).

Right: Capt. Tyler A. Ejzak, 204th Military Police company commander (left), and 1st 
Sgt. John W. Lum, First Sergeant, case the company colors. (U.S. Army photos by An-
toine Aaron).

Soldiers from the 91st Military Police Detachment and the 204th and 
258th Military Police Companies stood in formation during the 519th 
inactivation ceremony Sept. 30. (U.S. Army photos by Antoine Aaron)



Track teams from Track teams from 
cities and cities and 
towns across towns across 
central Louisiana         central Louisiana         
converged at Fort converged at Fort 
Johnson’s Warrior Johnson’s Warrior 
Hills Golf Course Hills Golf Course 
to run a variety to run a variety 
of boys and girls of boys and girls 
races Sept. 25. races Sept. 25. 
(U.S. Army photo by Karen Sampson)(U.S. Army photo by Karen Sampson)

Fort Johnson partners with local communities for Warrior Hills Cross Country Invitational
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Transition Assistance Program provides
premier transition experience

By Transition Assistance Program

FORT JOHNSON, La. —  It can be daunting 
for Soldiers as they begin to think about tran-
sitioning from Army to civilian life, but it doesn’t 
have to be thanks to the Army’s Transition As-
sistance Program. 

TAP is a commander’s program and a Sol-
dier’s responsibility, according to www.ar-
mytap.army.mil. The program provides infor-
mation and training to ensure transitioning 
Soldiers, Families, veterans, and Department 
of Army civilians are prepared for their next 
step in life — whether pursuing additional edu-
cation, finding a job in the public or private sec-
tor, or starting their own business. 

The Joint Readiness Training Center and 
Fort Johnson Transition Assistance Program 
is dedicated to providing a premier transition 
experience for its service members, said Chris 
Ausbun, TAP transition services manager. 

“Our mission is to empower Soldiers to make 

informed career choices that enhance their 
lives, contribute to their communities, and ben-
efit our nation,” Ausbun said. “The program is 
designed to help Soldiers leverage their Army 
experience and skills, effectively ensuring they 
are well-equipped to make decisions about 
their future, including the option to re-enlist if 
desired.” 

The first step in this process is identifying 
Soldiers who are within 18 months of transi-
tioning (or 24 months for those retiring). En-
rollment begins with the Soldier’s Self-As-
sessment, which can be completed online at: 
https://portal.armytap.army.mil. 

After completing the assessment, service 
members should schedule an appointment 
with the TAP Counselors at the Education 
Center, 7640 Colorado Ave., building 660. Our 
counselors are available to assist Soldiers in 
fulfilling all program requirements and to facil-
itate a seamless transition process.

For further TAP assistance, call 337-531-1591

Left: Members of the Fort Johnson community talk to pos-
sible employers at the Education Center during a Tran-
sition Assistance Program hiring fair held Sept. 24. (U.S. 
Army photos by Karen Sampson)

Below: Members of the Baton Rouge Police Department 
talk to Fort Johnson community members about the pos-
sibility of joining the BRDP at a TAP hiring fair held Sept. 
24. 

Two men listen as an empoloyer at the TAP hiring fair talks to them about a potential job Sept. 24.  



Located in the deep American south, where summers are warm, 
and the air is thick with the spirits of overworked slaves and brutal 
masters, lies the Myrtles Plantation in St. Francisville, La. With its 
majestic wrap around veranda, blue trim, and 20 rooms, it sits on 
high ground, appearing like a fortress as you approach. It appears 
to be something out of a storybook. However, its history is not for 
the faint of heart. Multiple guests and residents reported seeing the 
transparent and ghostly apparitions of a young girl wearing a green 
turban moving throughout property. — The Haunted Walk

SPOOKY LOCATIONS

MYRTLES PLANTATION

Click for more info

(Photo by Bogdan Oporowski)

OLD GOTHIC JAIL

KISATCHIE HIGH SCHOOL

Kisatchie High School, an abandoned historic school in Kisatchie 
National Forest, has a rich history dating back to 1848 and is slowly 
being reclaimed by nature. For over 50 years, the building has been 
abandoned, slowly being reclaimed by mother nature. You can find 
the Kisatchie High School at 1804 Parish Road, Provencal, La. (close 
to the La. Hwy. 118 and 117 intersection). It’s not the best idea to go 
inside, but definitely worth a drive by! — Only in Louisiana

ELIZABETH CITY HALL

(Photo by Gothic Jail After Dark)

 The Hanging Jail and Beauregard Parish Courthouse were built to
symbolize the community’s wealth as a booming sawmill town. 
The town’s trademark and notorious Gothic Revival building is 
known as the Hanging Jail and was built in 1914. Atop the spiral 
staircase and in view of the prisoners’ jail cells, the condemned 
would meet their end in a dramatic way. The courthouse remain 
operational with nearly all of the allure and elegance of the original 
structure. Tours are available.— Trails and Byways

Elizabeth City Hall was originally built in 1924 to serve as the 
hospital for the Industrial Lumber Company. It now operates as 
City Hall for the town of Elizabeth and is considered to be haunted 
by former patients of the historic hospital. — Trails and Byways

Click for more info

Click for more info Click for more info
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(Photo by Vault.com) (Photo by Cajun Scrambler)

https://www.americanhauntingsink.com/myrtles
https://www.explorelouisiana.com/blog/gothic-deridder-jail
https://www.onlyinyourstate.com/experiences/louisiana/kisatchie-high-school-la
https://hauntednation.blogspot.com/2016/08/elizabeth-town-hall-elizabeth-la.html


Fort Johnson Department of Public Health Fort Johnson Department of Public Health 
educates community on breast cancer riskeducates community on breast cancer risk

By Veronica Alexander
BJACH Health Promotions

FORT JOHNSON, La. — Bayne-Jones 
Army Community Hospital is raising aware-
ness about breast cancer in October. 
Breast cancer is a disease that can devel-
op in the different areas of the breast tissue. 

Breast cancer occurs when cells in the 
breast grow abnormally and uncontrolla-
bly. While anyone can develop breast can-
cer, it’s most common in women.

Early detection, before symptoms start, 
is crucial in the fight against breast cancer. 
Knowing your risk level, together with reg-
ular mammograms, can help identify the 
disease in its early stages, increasing the 
chances of successful treatment.

A woman is considered average risk if 
she has no personal or family history, has 
a genetic mutation known to increase risk 
of breast cancer (BRCA-Breast Cancer 
gene) and has not had chest radiation as a 
teen or young adult. 

Women who are high risk for developing 
breast cancer are those that have a known 
BRCA1 or BRCA2 gene mutation, a first-de-
gree relative with BRCA mutation, radiation 
therapy to chest before age 30. If you fall 
into the high-risk category your screenings 
may start at age 30.

Certain factors may increase your risk of 
breast cancer:

•Age (Over 40)
•Family history of breast cancer
•Genetics (BRCA1 and BRCA2 muta-

tions)
•Hormonal factors (early menstruation, 

late menopause)
•Chest Radiation therapy before age 30
•Lifestyle factors (obesity, alcohol con-

sumption, lack of physical activity)
Common signs and symptoms of breast 

cancer include:
•Lump in the breast or underarm
•Swelling on all or part of breast (even if 

no lump is felt)
•Changes in breast shape or size
•Nipple Discharge (other than breast 

milk)

•Skin irritation or dimpling
•Persistent breast or nipple pain
•Nipple retraction (turning inward)
Understanding your risk for developing 

breast cancer, practicing self-exams, and reg-
ular screenings, are proactive steps to protect 
your health. Early detection and support are 
essential in the fight against breast cancer.

If you have a history of breast cancer in your 
family or are over the age of 40, call BJACH at 

337-531-3011 to schedule an appointment 
with your provider to discuss your risk and 
develop a personalized screening pro-
gram.

In addition, the community is encour-
aged to share their person breast cancer 
experience by placing the name of loved 
ones affected by breast cancer on one of 
the two decorated  trees set up at both the 
hospital and the post main exchange.

Fort Johnson spotlights its Golden Age Games winners

13 14

Two athletes from the Fort Johnson 
civilian workforce participated in The 
National Veterans Golden Age Games 

in Salt Lake City, Utah, Aug. 23-27.
Kevin Stuart, Bayne-Jones Army Com-
munity Hospital military ombudsman 
(left), and Linda Bowers, Fort Johnson 
Education Center education guidance 
counselor, won several medals each at 

the event.
Stuart won a gold medal in the 

1,500-meter powerwalk, two silver 
medals in badminton singles and bad-
minton doubles, a gold medal in pickle 

ball doubles and a bronze medal in 
basketball free-throw.

Bowers won a gold medal in pickle-
ball doubles, a bronze medal in the 

50-meter dash, a bronze medal in the 
100-meter dash, a bronze medal in the 
200-meter race, and a bronze medal in 

the 1,500-meter powerwalk.  STUART BOWERS
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A P P R E C I A T I O N  W E E K

Customer Service Week is an opportunity to highlight going 
“Above and Beyond” for our Soldiers, civilians and Families every 
day. The week will encompass activities allowing us various ave-
nues to thank staff for their dedication and hard work throughout 

the year.

Building a good customer 
experience does not happen 

by accident.”
Clare Muscutt

Brig. Gen. Jason A. Curl, Joint 
Readiness Training Center and 

Fort Johnson commanding 
general, signs a proclamation 

designating Oct. 7-10 as Customer 
Service Week during the Warrior 

Information Exchange meeting 
Oct. 2 at the Warrior Center, Fort 

Johnson, La. 
(U.S. Army photo by Karen 

Sampson)

Proclamation 
Signing

15
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Fort Johnson Fire Department’s Fire Prevention Week events
•Oct. 8 at 9 a.m. — Commissary fire safety event

•Oct. 9 at 9 a.m. — Parade at child development centers (701 and 702), 

•Oct. 11 at 9 a.m. — Post Exchange fire safety event

•Oct. 12, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.  — Open house at Fort Johnson’s central fire station

Fort Johnson Fire Department urges residents to check smoke alarms   

FORT JOHNSON La. — The Fort Johnson 
Fire Department is teaming up with the Na-
tional Fire Protection Association to highlight 
Fire Prevention Week, held October 6-12.  This 
year’s campaign theme is focused on smoke 
alarms and making them work for you. The 
purpose of the theme is to educate everyone 
about the importance of having working smoke 
alarms in the home.

According to NFPA, smoke alarms reduce 
the risk of dying in a home fire by 54%. Mean-
while, roughly three out of five fire deaths hap-
pen in homes with either no smoke alarms or 
no working smoke alarms.

“Smoke alarms serve as the first line of de-
fense in a home fire, but they need to be work-
ing in order to protect people,” said Lorraine 

By Fort Johnson Fire Department Carli, vice president of outreach and advocacy 
at NFPA. “The Fire Prevention Week campaign 
helps better educate the public about simple 
but critical steps they can take to make sure 
their homes have smoke alarms in all the 
needed locations and that they’re 
working properly.”

The Fort Johnson Fire 
Department encourages 
all residents to actively 
support the 2024 FPW 
smoke alarm theme. 

“Working smoke 
alarms can make a 
life-saving difference in a home 
fire, giving people the time to 
get out safely,” said Inspector Rivera. “ This 
year’s Fire Prevention Week campaign is a 
great way to remind everyone about this mes-

sage and to act on it.”
Fort Johnson Fire Department offers these 

key smoke alarm safety tips and guidelines:
•Install smoke alarms in every bed-

room, outside each separate sleeping 
area (like a hallway), and on each lev-

el (including the basement) of the 
home.

•Make sure smoke alarms 
meet the needs of all family 

members, including those with sen-
sory or physical disabilities.

•Test smoke alarms at least 
once a month by pushing 

the test button.
•Replace all smoke 

alarms when they are 10 years old.
For more information about Fire Prevention 

Week and smoke alarms, visit fpw.org.
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North Elementary Learning Center and Parkway Elementary 

http://fpw.org


Fort Johnson enjoys garrison commander’s golf scramble
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Several teams signed up to play at the Garrison Commander’s Golf Scramble held 
Oct. 4 at the Warrior Hills Golf Course.  (U.S. Army photos by Keith Houin)

Oct. 8 from 9 a.m.-noon

Oct. 22 from 9 a.m.-noon
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Hayride & more!
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Oct. 10 from 3-6 p.m. 
(Extended hours for photos only)

Stop by the Public Affairs booth 
at the

Installation Services Fair

Sign up for a free Portraits for Patriots, professional head 
and shoulders shot. Photos are taken on a first-come, first-

served basis. The last photo will be taken at 5:45 p.m. In 
addition, you’ll learn more about what public affairs does at 

Fort Johnson. For more information call 337-208-3334. 
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DRIFTWOOD VETERAN
FARM TOUR

WHEN: 
OCTOBER 24 

9 a.m. - 3 p.m

WHERE: 
NEWCOMER RD 
IOWA, LA 70647

EVENT
TIMELINE

9-11 a.m. Farm tour 
11-11:30 a.m. FSA 
11:30 a.m.-noon NRCS 
noon-1 p.m. Lunch
1-1:30 p.m. La. Vet Cen.
1:30-2 p.m. ACAM
2-2:30 p.m. SU AG
2:30-3 p.m. FVC

LUNCH WILL BE 
PROVIDED

PLEASE REGISTER IN 
ADVANCE

HTTPS://WWW.EVENTBRITE.COM/E/DRIFTWOOD-FARM-VETERANS-TOUR-TICKETS-1016741861277?
AFF=ODDTDTCREATOR


