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Road repairs
The following road repairs are slated for

two areas of Fort Polk over the next few
months:

• The contract to repair Fourth Street
has a required completion date of May 24.
Works includes shoulder repairs, culvert
replacement, removing asphalt, repaving
with new asphalt overlay and new pave-
ment markings. The work will require clo-
sures, detours and flagging operations to
complete the repairs while ensuring safety
for motorists and construction crews. Re-
pairs are planned for three phases to mini-
mize impact to motorists. Alternate routes
are encouraged to minimize delays and
traffic congestion. At the completion of
Fourth Street repairs, Mississippi Avenue
repairs will begin and includes shoulder
work, crosswalks, milling, repaving and
pavement markings.

• The contract to repair erosion along
La. Hwy 467 has a required completion
date of June 6. Work includes repairing a
slope failure just southeast of access control
point 2 and eroded sites between Louisiana
Avenue and access control point 2. The
slope failure site requires a lane shift for in-
bound and outbound traffic April 15-26 to
ensure safety for motorist and construction
crews. Alternate routes are encouraged to
minimize delays and traffic congestion.

Holocaust observance
The Joint Readiness Training Center and

Fort Polk and the 519th Military Police Bat-
talion host a Holocaust “Days of Remem-
brance” observance April 17 from noon to
1 p.m. at the Warrior Center. The theme is
“Beyond Religious Boundaries.” Everyone
is invited. For more information call 531-
1911.

SHARP golf event
In conjunction with Sexual Assault

Awareness and Prevention Month, the Fort
Polk Sexual Harassment Awareness Re-
sponse Prevention Program hosts a “Drive
Out Sexual Assault” golf scramble, April 18
at Warrior Hills Golf Course. Check in for
the four-person team is from 8-9:15 a.m.
the day of the event, with a shotgun start at
9:30 a.m. Team members can be military,
civilian or family members, but must be
from the same unit. Organizations may en-
ter as many teams as they want. No mulli-
gans. Rules of golf will be followed. 

Cost is $20 for WHGC members and $35
for non-members, to be paid no later than
Thursday at the Installation SHARP Office,
bldg 1947. Prizes will be awarded for the
first place team, closest to the pin and
longest drive. For more information call
531-1578/1788.

Briefs

Prevention important to quelling substance abuse

FORT POLK, La. — From day one in the
Army, Soldiers are taught to be part of a team; to
look out for each other and lift each other up at
PT, weapons ranges and during deployments. It
is equally important to look after each other dur-
ing off-duty hours. Too many Soldiers struggle
with risky behaviors, especially alcohol, in the
evenings and on weekends. Too many Soldiers
make wrong choices and put not only themselves
but others at risk of serious injury and death.
Every incident that results in injury or death is a
tragedy that could have been prevented.  

The educators at the Army Substance Abuse
and Prevention Program want to make sure
every Soldier knows there is help available.  

“Soldiers choosing to get help is the right deci-
sion, especially regarding drugs and alcohol,”
Amelia Connor, prevention coordinator for
ASAP, said. “Getting help early is key to success
as continued abuse will eventually lead to med-
ical, legal and financial problems.”

Ovetta Jackson-White, ASAP manager and Dr.

Charlene Lacking, clinical director for Bayne-
Jones Army Community Hospital’s Substance
Use Disorder Clinical Care (SUDCC) work in
concert to ensure Soldiers who realize they have
a substance abuse issue can go to the Behavioral
Health Clinic on Fort Polk to initiate a self-refer-
ral. 

The number of alcohol-related incidents on
post have spiked in recent weeks and raised con-
cerns among leadership, leading to more re-
sources being made available to treat Soldiers,
said Pilgrim.  

“It is evident that some of our Soldiers need
help and I encourage them to self-identify early
and go to their supervisor and say, ‘Hey I am
struggling with this and need help,’” said Jack-
son-White. “We are here to help and would
rather do it sooner than later. Getting into trouble
because of a urinalysis is too late to self-refer.”
Soldiers who want to self-refer for alcohol or sub-
stance abuse can start the process by going to the
Behavioral Health Clinic located on the sixth
floor of BJACH.  For units who desire training in
alcohol and substance abuse please contact the
ASAP team at 531-2031/1964.

By JOHN L. PILGRIM
Suicide prevention program manager

Fort Polk welcomes home 705th EOD

FORT POLK, La. — A redeployment ceremony
for the 705th Explosive Ordnance Disposal Com-
pany was held April 2 at Fort Polk’s Warrior
Gym. Fort Polk leadership, Family and friends
attended the event.

Brig. Gen. Patrick D. Frank, Joint Readiness
Training Center and Fort Polk commanding gen-
eral, welcomed the Soldiers of the 705th EOD
and told those in attendance that the ceremony

was the most important event taking place at
Fort Polk at that moment.

Frank praised the 21 Soldiers of the 705th EOD
and their efforts during their nine-month deploy-
ment in support of theater operations in the
Army’s critical mission across the Middle East.

“These Soldiers belong to one of the most
combat ready EOD formations in the entire
Army. They courageously reduced the enemy’s
weapons of choice. While deployed, the 705th

Fort Polk's 705th Explosive Ordnance Disposal Company marches into Warrior Gym April 2
in front of Fort Polk leadership and Family members for a redeployment ceremony to wel-
come them home.

Please se 705th, page 7

By ANGIE THORNE
Guardian staff writer
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