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Tax season is here

For additional information, please visit the
@JRTCandFortJohnson Facebook page.




OUTSIDE THE GATES

OFF POST

EVENTS

Southwest Jazz Concert
DERIDDER, LA.

Click for more info

Second Saturday
ArtWalk
LAFAYETTE, LA.

Click for more info

andies & Candles
NATCHITOCHES, LA.

Click for more info

Third Saturday Bluegrass Jam
DERIDDER, LA.

Click for more info

Food Truck Park
LAKE CHARLES, LA.

Click for more info

NO ARMY OR FEDERAL ENDORSEMENT IMPLIED.
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https://www.visitlakecharles.org/event/food-truck-park-at-game2life/47865/
https://www.cityofderidder.org/Calendar.aspx?EID=2216&month=2&year=2025&day=15&calType=0
https://natchitoches.com/event/fort-st-jean-baptiste-presents-candies-candles
https://www.lafayettetravel.com/event/second-saturday-artwalk/29297/
https://www.cityofderidder.org/Calendar.aspx?EID=2251

UPCOMING
MARDI GRAS
PARADES

LET'S CELEBRATE

GREATER VERNON
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

SAT MARCH 1ST, 2025
2:00 PM
HISTORIC DOWNTOWN LEESVILLE
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By Directorate of Emergency Services

FORT JOHNSON, La. — The following is a
possible scenario for Soldiers with unregis-
teredfirearms.

It’s Monday afternoon. I'm returning to Fort
Johnson after having lunch with a few friends
from my unit. As we approach the main access
control point, a uniformed security guard sig-
nals us to move into another lane.

We pull out our ID cards and hand them to
the driver to be scanned. We all think it’s busi-
ness as usual. Instead, the security guard tells
us we’ve been selected for a random vehicle
inspection. The guard directs the driver to
open the doors, hood and trunk and then he
steps away from the vehicle to allow us to exit.

The guard then asks us, “Do you have any
weapons? If so, have they been registered?”

At this point a normal access control situa-
tion becomes more serious. Unknown to the
rest of us in the vehicle, the driver was carry-
ing a loaded pistol under his seat. The situa-
tion goes downhill from there.

Gregory W. Funderburk, deputy director, of
Fort Johnson’s Directorate of Emergency Ser-
vices said this type of incident is common.

He said Louisiana’s nickname is “Sports-
man’s Paradise” and many Soldiers, family

members and civilians enjoy hunting.

“In fact, off post you will find many personnel
routinely carry firearms legally in their vehi-
cles,” Funderburk said. “Fort Johnson encour-
ages its residents to get out and experience
the many outdoor opportunities Louisiana has
to offer, but they should remember that the De-
partment of the Army and Fort Johnson has
strict requirements when it comes to bringing
weapons on the installation.”

Funderburk said all weapons transported
onto the installation, regardless of

its purpose, must be registered.

“Weapons registration is a mandated pro-
cess that has been codified in many regula-
tions and instructions,” he said.

In addition, weapons cannot be transport-
ed while loaded, nor can they ever be carried
concealed, evenif the owner has a state issued
concealed carry permit.

Fort Johnson is a federal installation, and
many of the rules that apply outside its gates
do not apply on post.

“They should also remember the senior
commander has the ability to enact rules and
regulations for the good order and discipline of
the military,” Funderburk said.

One of the key aspects of weapons registra-
tionis the unit Commander.

Funderburk said every commander wants
to protect their greatest asset, their Soldiers.
The weapons registration process keeps a
commander apprised of situations and allows
them to evaluate and prevent problems when

It’s best to register firearms before trouble finds you

A Fort Johnson security guard conducts a random vehicle inspection. (U.S. Army courtesy DES)

dealing with high risk Soldiers.

Weapons registration is a simple process
that only takes a few minutes to complete. Fun-
derburk encourages commanders and direc-
torates to stress the importance of weapons
registrations to all Soldiers, family members
and civilians alike.

“‘Don't be like the individual in this article.
Register your weapons before you bring them
ontheinstallation. If you have weapons already
ontheinstallation, get them registered as well,”
he said.

Weapons Registration is performed at the
Visitor Control Center next to the main gate
on Entrance Road. Registering a weapon only
takes a few minutes, and the process can be

started from your government computer. Gun
owners can follow the link to the Visitors Cen-
ter for more information and to download Fort
Johnson form 563.

Once filled out, the form should be reviewed
and approved by the unitcommander. Thereg-
istration form can then be dropped off at the
Visitor Center to complete the process.

Do not bring the weapon to the Visitor Cen-
ter.

DES wants to raise weapons registration
awareness for all.

For more information on weapons or weap-
ons registration, contact the DES Physical Se-
curity Division at 337-531-7756/7907, or the
Visitor Center at 337-531-0380.

FEBRUARY IS

IREARM
STRATION

Weapons registration Is easy!
Get form 563 from these locations:

Download the form from the web

Pick it up from the exchange gun counter

Pick the form up at Fort Johnson’s Directorate of
Family and Morale, Welfare and recreation shooting range

Pick up form 563 from the Visitor Control Center (Don’t bring your weapon!)

Fill it out
Get your commander’s signature
Return the form to the Visitor Center
to complete registration

For more information call the
Visitor Control Center at 337-531-0380
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https://home.army.mil/johnson/download_file/view/a41227cd-809e-486c-b3ab-8ea3986b1d79/329
https://home.army.mil/johnson/download_file/view/a41227cd-809e-486c-b3ab-8ea3986b1d79/329




Teen
violence
SEUEES

*Up to 19% of teens experience dating
violence.

1.5 million teenagers in the U.S. say they
have experienced abusive behaviorina
relationship.

-43’/; of dating college women experience
violence and abuse from a partner.

*1in 12 teens face physical, sexual, emotional or
verbal abuse from a partner.

-

- *1in 4 women who experience physical and or sexual

violence are first victimized between the ages of 11and 17.

*Only 9% of teens in abusive relationships report the abuse.

Family Advocacy Program hosts
teen activities, classes through February

*Feb. 4 and 6 — Outreach information table at the Post Exchange 11:30
a.m.—1:30 p.m.

*Feb. 13 — Teen Workshop at Bldg. 744 from 4:30 - 5:30 p.m., a workshop
to educate teens about dating violence and to help promote healthy rela-
tionship skills.

*Feb.14 — Art and Poem contest registration ends.

*February 25 — Parent Workshop at Bldg. 744 from 4:30-5:30 p.m., a
workshop for parents to present the opportunity to learn how to recognize
signs of abuse and how to keep their youth safe from dating violence.

Feb. 28 th — Winners of Art Poem contest announcement.

You can call Army Community Service at 337-531-1941 for more informa-
tion. ACSis located at 1591 Bell Richard Ave., Bldg. 920.
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THE MILITARY CRISIS
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Fort Johnson:
A blueprint for the Army’s energy-resilient future

By Corvias

WARWICK RI. — As the Department of De-
fense accelerates its climate resiliency initia-
tives outlined in the Army’s Climate Strategy
Implementation Plan (ACS-IP), Fort Johnson
stands out as a pioneering example of how mil-
itary installations can advance energy sustain-
ability while supporting mission readiness.

Through an innovative partnership with Cor-
vias, Fort Johnson has embraced renewable
energy and cutting-edge technologies, setting
a benchmark for other Army installations aim-
ing to achieve energy resilience and sustain-
ability.

Fort Johnson's Energy Transformation

Fort Johnson's journey toward energy resil-
iency features groundbreaking projects that
enhance sustainability, reduce emissions, and
increase operational readiness.

Central to this initiative is the deployment of
Ground Source Heat Pumps (GSHPs) for mil-
itary housing, office spaces and neighborhood
centers. This system significantly reduces re-
liance on fossil fuels by harnessing the earth’s
natural heat. Complementing the GSHPs are
smart thermostats that optimize temperature
control and allow predictive maintenance, en-
suring peak efficiency year-round.

Fort Johnson has also launched a 13-mega-
watt solar ground-mount project, expected to
meet 42% of its housing electricity needs in
the first year of operation. Future plans include
expanding solar capacity by an additional 15-18
megawatts to achieve 100% renewable elec-
tricity use.

*Energy Efficiency: A 31% reduction in elec-
tricity consumption, saving approximately 12.8
million kWh annually.

«Carbon Emissions Reduction: A decrease
of nearly 10,000 tons of CO2 equivalent, com-
parable to removing over 2,000 gasoline-pow-
ered vehicles from the road each year.

*Enhanced Resilience: The integration of
on-site solar generation into future microgrid
projects will ensure continuous power supply
during outages.

Future Innovations

Corvias and Fort Johnson continue to ex-
plore next-generation solutions, including res-
idential EV charging infrastructure, advanced
water management sensors, and long-dura-
tion battery storage systems. These advance-
ments will not only support current missions
but also future-proof the installation against
evolving climate threats.

Fort Johnson's success is a testament to
the Army’s leadership in developing energy

SeIAIO0D) £$91aN0d AWy 'S
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resiliency solutions that align with their climate
goals while maintaining operational effective-
ness. As other Army installations consider
adopting similar strategies, Fort Johnson is a
model for building a sustainable, resilient and
mission-ready future. These projects not only
fulfill immediate energy demands but also
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position the installation—and the Army as a
whole—as a trailblazer in the global transition
torenewable energy.

For more insights into energy resilience and
independence at military installations, explore
Corvias'innovations and projects and discover
the top trends in base energy independence.

BAYNE-JONES ARMY COMMUNITY HOSPITAL

(-ANYWHERE FOR
NEW & RENEWED ELECTRONIC PRESCRIPTIONS
“TEXT “GET IN LINE™ TO 1-844-398-4169™

Pa.tient Portal Q-Anywhere

MIHS GENESIS PATIENT PORTAL

HTTPS:/ /MYACGESS.DMDC.0SD.MIL/IDENTITYMANAGEMENT/APP/LOGIN

PRESCRIPTION PICK UP OPTICONS

CUTPATIENT PHARMACY (ENTRANCE B)
MON-FRI 8AM-5:30PM

CR
SCRIPTCENTER (ENTRANCE A) 24/1/365
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Military OneSource defines military tax terms to help Soldiers, families prepare for tax season

Tax returnvs tax refund
Ataxreturnis the form you file with the IRS that
reports your income, deductions, credits and taxes.
Your tax refund is any overpayment, or refundable tax

Dependent credit (see deduction vs. credit below), that is refund-
In general, adependent is a person for whom you ed to you after you submit your completed tax returns.
provided at least half their support for the year. The
rules for claiming dependents vary based on their
relationship to you. If you are unsure who to claim as
adependent, contact a MilTax professional to review
how IRS rules apply to your situation.

Moving deductions
Military members may be able to deduct certain unreimbursed
moving expenses from theirincome if their move is due to per-

manent change of station orders. A complete list of instructions,
restrictions and permitted items can be found in the Instructions
for IRS Form 3903, Moving Expenses.

These and other military tax centric defi-
nitions can be found at https://www.military-

Taxable vs nontaxable income onesource.mil/financial-legal/taxes/miltax-mili-
Military income can include taxable and nontaxable pays and allow-

Military extension on capital gains
When you sell ahome, you may be subject to capital gains taxes on the

Snoes\rdenerl baartiable, And AloAant o el Aable tary-tax-services/ profit. You may exclude $250,000 (single) or $500,000 (married) of profit
and there are excéaptions, including,the Combat Zone Tax Exclusion. While there, Soldiers and families can also take advantage fromtaxssdrine bomowas yolrprimary residence —meaning you had o
Box 1 of W-2 should sh taxablel _ ; £ Mili OneS s MIlT f f : have lived in the house for 24 out of the 60 months prior to the sale.

O.x gt yourk 8 %u tS owtyour axa ,? mcohcne, y?u ?{E r][o i O ' 'tary nesources il . .ax software, free tax software Active-duty military members have up to 10 years to sell the property;,
AuifeAS AKETTY ACUUSTIMENES Or corrections. 1T you 1ee iat your and one-on-one help from military tax experts. Backed by the subject to certain restrictions. This means that active-duty military mem-
PSSR O D B DI FIEE S ST e oLy Def D d d lusivelv f h ili bers may be able to exclude capital gains if they have occupied the house
Service and your administrative or finance office to get it corrected. efense Department and made exclusively for the military com-

) ) ) for 24 months out of the last 15 years.
munity — with MilTax you can: Z

«Complete your tax return with specialized software
that accounts for the complexities of military life

i «Connect with atax pro
Combat Pay exclusion i f
Military members serving in a designated combat zone aren't required to *File federal and up to three state returns
pay taxes on their pay. Under the Combat Zone Tax Exclusion, enlisted All for free.

Investmentincome
Investment income is the income paid on investment products,
such as mutual funds and individual stocks. It may include interest,

personnel and warrant officers can have their entire income exempt from MilTax e—filing software is free for service members
taxes, including special pays and the value of bonuses that were earned ’

during their time in a designated combat zone. Commissioned officers ellglble famlly members, su rqurs and re(?ent
may exclude their income, including special pays, up to a specific amount veterans up to 365 days from their separation or

that changes each year. The commissioned officer limit is equal to the retirement date. To access this benefit. we'll
highest rate of enlisted pay plus the amount of imminent danger/hostile ) ’

fire pay. Nontaxable pay earned in acombat zoneis listed in Box 12 with needto Verlfy your e“g|b|“ty-
the code Q next toit.

dividends, capital gains and other types of distributions. Thisis
usually reported on IRS form 1099-B, 1099-DIV or the investment
company’s substitute form.

Pretax retirement contributions
Contributions to tax-advantaged retirement programs may be pretax
or post-tax. pretax contributions are taken out of your pay before Interestincome

you pay your taxes. They reduce your taxable income now, and you Interest income is the income paid on bank accounts, such as sav-

will owe taxes when you withdraw the money from the plan. In most ings accounts, checking accounts and certificates of deposit. This
is usually reported on IRS form 1099-INT or the bank’s substitute
form. You may not receive a statement if the interest is below $10,

but it must still be reported on taxes.

cases, pretax contributions are called “traditional” contributions.
Box 10of your W-2 should show your taxable income, accounting for
pretax retirement contributions. Pretax retirement contributions will
be listed on your W-2 in Box 12, with the code D next to them.

Post-tax retirement contributions
These contributions are taken out of your pay after taxes. Post-tax
contributions do not reduce your taxable income now, but they are
tax-free when withdrawn. In most cases, post-tax contributions
are called Roth contributions.

1M el L]
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https://www.militaryonesource.mil/financial-legal/taxes/miltax-military-tax-services/
https://www.militaryonesource.mil/financial-legal/taxes/miltax-military-tax-services/
https://www.militaryonesource.mil/financial-legal/taxes/miltax-military-tax-services/

TAP Employers Day

The Joint Readiness Training Center

and Fort Johnson Transition Assistance

Program will host Employers Day on
these dates in 2025. The Employers
Day will be held at the Education
Center, building 7460 Colorado Ave.,
Fort Johnson. TAP will host four
employers per each event. If you are
interested in participating, your
companies or organizations need to
contact the JRTC and Fort Johnson
TAP office to register with clifton.hill.
civ@army.mil (337-531-4621) or
christopher.m.aubun.civ@army.mil
(337-531-4621). Register now because
each date is limited to only four
employers.

) TRANSITION

ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
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Upcoming
dates
for 2025

Jan. 14
28 Jan. 28
Feb. 11
Feb. 25
March 11
March 25
April 8
April 22
May 13
May 27
June 10
June 24
July 8
July 22
Aug. 12
Aug.26
Sept. 9
Sept. 30
Oct. 7

Oct. 21
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DOWNLOAD NOW
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NEAR REALTIME UPDATES

INSTALLATION-WIDE ALERTS

INTERACTIVE BUS ROUTES
NEWCOMER INFORMATION

EVENTS + MORE

TTTTTTT

D’ Google Play

wnload o h"i

| . AppStore |

X XXX XX
XX XY XX



'__‘__ L

INSTALLATTUN
SERVICES FAIR

Fort Johnson invites the
community to meet leadership
and hear about some of the
outstanding programs and
services offered on the installation.

MARCH 6

4:30-6:30 P.M. AT THE WARRIOR CENTER

ORGANIZATIONS

* Family and Morale, Welfare
& Recreation

« Human Resources

» Garrison Safety Office

* Religious Support Office

* Plans, Training, Mobilization
and Security

« Emergency Services

SERVICES

General Powers of Attorney, extreme
N i ogistice Fandinsss Canter weather notifications sign-up,

|
|
|
|
|
|
_ | -
. Public Works passport photos and professional
- Staff Judge Advocate | photos
*« SHARP
* Bayne-Jones Army |
Community Hospital |
»« American Red Cross
« Equal Opportunity |
* Master Resilience Training
* Public Affairs Office |
» Corvias
« United Services Organization |
« Human Resources |
+ Commissary
« AAFES and more! I

Childcare provided for service
members, families and attendees

*Not available for organization employees
working a booth

Complimentary food will
be available!

For more information call 337-353-1694
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Check VIN numbers

The Directorate of Emergency Services Traffic Division
will release the following vehicles to MWR for disposal if
they remain unclaimed. Vehicles are listed with the last
four of their VIN number. If one of these vehicles belongs
to you, please contact the Fort Johnson Police Traffic Di-
vision at 337-531-1806, 6675 or 2675.

Yamaha R6

Yamaha R3

UNK Boat trailer
UNK Kayak trailer
McClain Boat trailer
UNK M/C trailer
Ford F150

Ford Ranger
Nissan 151074
Cadillac Escalade
Ford Crown Victoria
Chevrolet Cruz

Ford Eco Sport
Ford Mustang
Infinity G35
Hyundai SUV
Chevrolet Camero
Lincoln MK Z

O 0 O

FOLLOW JRTC AND FORT JOHNSON
ON FACEBOOK, INSTAGRAM AND
YOUTUBE

GET CONNECTED

2 a.ricandFortiohnson

Revelutonary Wer Calancar

AR kSIV7ZSEABattlesfoflfexingtonfandi®oncordMass!
MEN IW0), Il7/7/s = [PEMHICR EORSES CEUR [Foft IRk, N\

lMay A7 SESAB Attt eI B Uizzad SiBayAeffgkaiihaven!
n MassH(Eirsgmayalibattle)

=i JUnerliSRIVZSEEIGeorgedWashingtontappeinted
j ' commandinglgeneralfefithel®entinentaWAmMyARa"

JUING W7, {7775 = [Baidd@ @ IBURRET IR, MESS:

X
/;1 T' SN 17, /7 — SISE)R @ [Feft St JEEN [93CINS,
*‘4 iy @Uuebeca@anaca®
/ 4 B ‘ _
G,

Feor2S0hyeal:s;
A S IEES
andicivilians mave
Stippeted our
natieon\withrthell
servicerWenwill
continuete
defendiolr
nation’in the
filtlne:

j‘.r U.S.ARMY

THIS WE'LL DEFEND

“To prepare for war is
one of the most
effectual means of
preserving peace.”

— Gen. George Washington
First president of the United States
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Happy/PresidentsiDay.

UnitediStatesioff/America
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Better opportunities for Single Soldiers has fun together February Military Spouse owned Business Market

Fort Johnson BOSS Soldiers have fun bowling, hiking and sky diving. o L]
Events like thses allow single Soldiers to meet, make friends have fun
and get out of their barraks for a little while. (U.S. Army photo courte-
sy BOSS Program)

Elizabeth Bastin (left), owner of the Olive Branch, makes a
drink and laughs with Michael Bell and Emily Vallot at the
Military Spouse Owned Business Market Feb. 1. (U.S. Army
photo by Angie Thorne)

Lokelani Masaniai feeds her daughter, Eliana, 1, a cookie sample at the Military
Spouse Owned Business Market Feb. 1. (U.S. Army photo by Angie Thorne)
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Lakesha Finley-Flowers (left), owner of Candles by Lake-

sha, points out some of her favorite scents to Jennifer Key  Nicole Lipe, owner of Lipe Luffa Co., sells her products to Alexis Fazenbaker, her
(far right) and her daughter, Samantha Russell at the daughter Ava, 7 (front left), and Ava’s friend Alivia Lewis (center), 8, at the Military
Military Spouse Owned Business Market Feb. 1. (U.S. Army  Spouse Owned Business Market Feb. 1. (U.S. Army photo by Angie Thorne)

photo by Angie Thorne)
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