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The 1st Attack Battalion, 82nd Combat Aviation Brigade, 82nd Airborne Division proudly represented the Pegasus Brigade in the Pass and Review ceremony during All 
American Week 2024 at Fort Liberty, North Carolina.  (Photo Credit: 82nd Combat Aviation Brigade, 82nd Airborne Division)
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AROUND THE ARMY

Fort Novosel honors “Above the Best” songwriter
The U.S. Army Aviation Center of Excellence honored the 
late Jo Kirkland Johnston, who wrote the lyrics and music 
of the Army Aviation branch song, “Above the Best,” by 
dedicating a new exhibit at the U.S. Army Aviation Museum 
at Fort Novosel, Ala., May 16, 2024.
The new exhibit includes original sheet music for the 
“Above the Best” song and Johnston’s notes, the original 
studio recording of the song, along with a newspaper 
clipping and photographs.
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Hawaii Guardsman finds success in 
winding 40-year aviation, infantry 
journey

Soldier achieves Olympic spot in 
steeplechase, credits Army with 
success 

Field Artillery Soldiers Honor Fallen 
Soldiers on Howitzer Cannons

‘Warrior Medics’ conduct Black Hawk 
medevac litter training, familiarization 
flights over Tampa Bay

 Space Soldiers undergo air assault, 
MEDEVAC training

Respect the weather: Meteorological technician serves Fort Novosel with passion

Staying informed around Fort Novosel is simplified by 
following the right social media channels. One local 
Facebook page’s content is niched to keep the community 
prepared for all weather that crosses the Wiregrass.
Fort Novosel Weather Operations is run by a team of 
seven, when fully staffed, that rotate around the clock to 
keep an eye on the sky, radar system and more.  Cindy 
Howell, Supervisory Meteorological Technician, has been 
a stalwart to the weather team for over 21 years.
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Fort Novosel holds Memorial Day ceremonyFort Novosel holds Memorial Day ceremony
Fort Novosel held the annual Memorial Day ceremony on 
May 23 at Veterans Park. Maj. Gen. Michael C. McCurry, 
U.S. Army Aviation Center of Excellence and Fort Novosel 
commanding general, spoke at the ceremony before the 
ceremonial wreath laying.
McCurry recognized Gold Star families and gave the 
history of Memorial Day dating back to the aftermath of the 
American Civil War.
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Lyster Health Talks Podcast- Episode 18- PCS Season with the McCurrys

In today’s show, we’re spotlighting the PCS Season with some very special guests, the 
U.S. Army Aviation Center of Excellence and Fort Novosel commander, Maj. Gen. and Mrs. 
Michael C. McCurry. Join us as they share their insight on military moves and tips to make 
your next move a little less stressful. Join us now for PCS Season with the McCurrys.
Lyster Health Talks is a monthly podcast focused on the health and readiness of the force.
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