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04 FEB 1980

Mr. Toshiyuki Mizutari
12847 Panama Street
Los Angeles, CA 90066

Mr. Mizutari:

This is to inform you that your brother, TSGT Yukitaka "Terry”
Mizutari, has been selected by the Defense Language Institute, Foreign
Language Center, as one of the individuals for whom a building will be
named in our Asian Building Complex. The building memorialization
ceremony will take place on May 9, 1980.

I extend my congratulations to the Mizutari family. You may be justly
proud that the contribution made to the United States by TSGT
Yukitaka "Terry"” Mizutari is to be so aptly recognized.

My Public Affairs Office will be contacting you with more specific
information concerning the ceremony.

Sincerely,

THOMAS G. FOSTER, III
Colonel, USA
Commandant



NOMINATION FOR MEMORIALIZATION
OF
PRESIDIO OF MONTEREY BUILDING 623
IN HONOR OF
TECHNICAL SERGEANT YUKITAKA "TERRY" MIZUTARI
5/3/20 to 6/23/44

Technical S8ergeant Mizutari was born 3 May 1920 in Hono-
lulu, Hawaii. He graduated from liilo High School and the
Honolulu Business College. He was inducted into the Army 12
November 1941. At the time of the Pearl Harbor Attack, he was
stationed at Schofield Barracks, Hawaii. Technical Sergeant
Mizutari was later sent to Camp McCoy, Wisconsin, and the
Military Intelligence Service Language School, Savage, Minn-
esota, where he received intelligence training. Upon gradua-
tion in April 1943 he was assigned to the Pacific Theater in
New Guinea.

Technical Sergeant Mizutari's military records are not
available. The account of his heroic actions that earned him
the Silver Star was taken from a Pacific Citizen newspaper ar-
ticle entitled: The Death of a Hero: "This 1s How Sergeant
Mizutari Fought - and How he Died", by Staff Sergeant Howard
I. Ogawa. The féllowing material has been paraphrased from
the article:

The date was 23 June 1944, Technical Sergeant Mizutari
had just taken charge of his men, as part of the American
forces in the town of New Britain, the island of New Guinea.
Soon after having assumed duty, he and his men were subjected
to heavy enemy fire. Technical Sergeant Mizutari immediately
assessed his men's grave predicament, rushed out of his office
and sheltered himself behind a tree. Setting the example, he
fired back at the approaching enemy soldiers from his precarious
position. He continuously exhorted his men to stand fast and
return the enemy fire. During the midst of this skirmish,
Technical Sergeant Mizutari was shot through the heart by an
enemy bullet and died instantly. As a result of his valorous
actions, Technical Sergeant Mizutari was posthumously awarded
the Purple Heart, the Silver Star and a citation from the Com-
manding General of the unit to which he was attached.

Incl 3



& MINATTON FOR MEMORIALIZAT 1
OF
PRESIDIO OF MONTEREY BUILDING 623
IN HONOR OF
TECHNICAL SERGEANT YUKITAKA "TERRY" MIZUTARI
5/3/20 to 6/23/44

Technical Sergeant Mizutari was born 3 May 1920 in Hono-
lulu, Hawaii. he graduated from Hilo High School and the
Honolulu Business College. He was inducted into the Army 12
November 1941. At the time of the Pearl Harbor Attack, he was
stationed at Schofield Barracks, Hawaii. Technical Sergeant
Mizutari was later sent to Camp McCoy, Wisconsin, and the
Military Intelligence Service Language School, Savage, Minn-
esota, where he received intelligence training. Upon graduation
in April 1943 he was assigned to the Pacific Theater in New
Guinea. His decorations include the Silver Star.

The Silver Star Citation reads: "For gallantry in action
at Maffin Bay, New Guinea, on 23 June 1944. Believing his
section was under attack when the enemy infiltrated and began
firing into the perimeter, and fully realizing the danger involved
in moving from his concealed position, he rushed to a more stra-
tegic but vulnerable position in order to defend the men serving
under him, thereby sacrificing his life. Due to his courage
and unselfish action, his men were warned of their danger and
no other member of his section was injured,

el 3



WAR DEPARTMENT

N,
IN REPLY 'nm -m- THE ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE
AG 201 L“‘t cax'l ;. Yukiteim. WASHINGTON 25, D, C.
PC-N SWP 11t 13 July 19bh,

& = e 1':. LJW,_‘I.‘IE': E'I
Hilo, Territory of Hawalil

PDear Mr, and Mrs. Mizutari:

g is with resret that I an vriting ©
recent message tranpmit+e” to you Uhrokah the
General, Lnlt 1 Stetes Ammy TForcesg, Centrel Pa
informing you of the death of your son, Techli
Yukiteka Mizuteri, 30,101,723, who was killed. 1n_acﬁi n on
23 June 194l in lMeffin, New Guinee.

_ T fully understend
pOssible recerding the circu

re to learn as rmich és
aad o hig decth an¢ T
T

wich that there were rore infcrmet e to give you. Un-
fortuvnetely, reports of *_15 nature contein only the briefest
of tranémission esre limited

T know the sgorrow this message has brought you and it is
my hope that in time the krowledge of his herolc service 1o his
country, even unto death, may be of sustaining cormfortv To ycu.

T extend to you my dsenest sympathy.

'Sincerely yours,

1 Tnclosure
Builetin of InTormation.
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Detense Language Institute,

Foreign Language

Center
Presidio

of Monterey

May 9, 1980



o e | Commandant’s Message |

s ~ Thirty-five years ago three young men gave their lwes for SR Sttt SR P e
- their country under circumstances that should gwe us cause to e s '
e e Sy reﬂect on the meaning of patr:ot:sm Pl b i S
~ These three young men, graduates of the Mlhtar'f{f‘;_
Intelligence Service Language School at Camp“’ Saxfagé
as interpreters, translators and interrogators i

De,sptte the fact that members of their famllles had be
_.from theu homes and property and relucate&: _
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Presentation of the Colors
Joint Service Color Guard

National Anthem
7th Infantry Division Band

Invocation: Rev. Nicholas lyoya,
El Estero Presbyterian Church

Commandant’s Address
Col. Thomas G. Foster, 111

Mr. Shigeya Kihara

(

il

.\'\%q

Reading of the Messages

Guest Speaker: Hon. Dr. Stephen R. Aiello
Special Assistant to the President for Ethnic Affairs

B California State Legislative Resolution
S — Assemblyman Paul Bannai

Hawaii State Legislative Resolution

— | \%r *—ﬁ: H‘ﬂ! Dick Ogura
m { “”"W”HM”#W “"um[rn.. W Honor Guard Posted
| Monterey Peninsula Nisei Memorial Post 1629

Unveiling of the Memorial
Presentation of Wreaths

Benediction: Rev. Chiken Takeda,
Monterey Peninsula Buddhist Temple

Rifle Salute
U.S. Marine Corps Detachment

Taps
7th Infantry Division Band
Recovery of the Colors Our special thanks to Mr. Shigeya
Joint Service Color Guard Kihara whose help on this project

has been invaluable. He has given

unselfishly of his time for more
than a year to make this event a
reality.



Nakamura Hall

Hachiya Hall is named in honor of Technician Third Class
Frank Hachiya who was born in Hood River, Oregon. After
graduating from the Military Intelligence Service Language
School at Camp Savage, Minn., he served as a regimental
interpreter with the 7th and 32nd Infantry Divisions.

TSgt. Hachiya’s service awards include the Silver Star, Bronze
Star and the Combat Infantryman’s Badge.

At the time of his death his unit was assigned to Leyte in the
Philippine Islands. TSgt. Hachiya and a two-man patrol were in
pursuit of three enemy soldiers when they encountered a large
enemy patrol and were fired on. Hachiya was fatally wounded.
“After being hitand while lying helpless on the ground, he fired
a complete magazine from his pistol at the enemy, driving them
up the ravine. Hachiya’s actions were an inspiration to the
entire command.” Before he died, Hachiya was able to give vital
information that helped save many lives.

The Silver Star was awarded him after his death on Jan. 3
1945.

}

Mizutari Hall

Nakamura Hall is named in honor of Sergeant George
Nakamura who was born in Santa Cruz, Calif. Sgt. Nakamura
received his intelligence training at Camp Savage, Minn. After
graduation, he served as translator and interpreter with the 6th
Infantry Division Headquarters in New Guinea.

Sgt. Nakamura was killed in action near Payawan, Luzon in
the Philippine Islands on June 29, 1945. He was trying to induce
a group of enemy soldiers to surrender when he was fatally
wounded. “By his fearless advance and voluntary performance
of such hazardous duty, Sergeant Nakamura demonstrated the
courage and loyalty exemplary of the highest traditions of the
Armed Forces of the United States.” For his heroic actions, Sgt.
Nakamura was posthumously awarded the Silver Star.

Hachiya Hall

Mizutari Hall is named in honor of Technical Sergeant Yukit-
aka Mizutari who was born in Honolulu, Hawaii. At the time of
the attack on Pearl Harbor, Sgt. Mizutari was stationed at Scho-
fiels Barracks where some of the heaviest bombing took place.
He received his language training at Camp Savage, Minn. and
after graduation served in the Pacific war zone.

TSgt. Mizutari was posthumously awarded the Silver Star,
“For gallantry in action at Maffin Bay, New Guinea on June 23,
1944.” While his section was under enemy attack, Sgt. Mizutari
“rushed to a more strategic but vulnerable position in order to
defend the men serving under him, thereby sacrificing his life.”
As a result of his unselfish action, the men in his section were
warned of their danger and no others were injured during the
attack.



Mizutari

Yukitaka Mizutari was part of a large and close
knit family. Born and reared in Hawaii, he was
one of 10 children. His parents, Yasuyuki and
Sueme, were school teachers. His father also
taught Kendo, a Japanese fencing art. According
to two of Yukitaka’s sisters, Fusako Nishikawa and
Masako Yoshioka, Yukitaka had excelled in the
sport and won several tournaments.

Yukitaka was gifted in many areas. He was an
excellent student and was also musically and
artistically inclined. Playing the ukulele and
guitar and sketching were only some of the
pastimes he enjoyed. One of his summers was
spent helping his father with Kimono painting

Nakamura

Sergeant George Nakamura was a native
Californian, born and reared in Santa Cruz.
George was a pre-med student when the war
entered the Pacific.

Family life for Japanese-Americans was sud-
denly and drastically disrupted. Whole families
were placed in relocation centers after the
bombing of Pearl Harbor. Members of George’s
family were sent to Tule Lake Project in Newell,
Calif.

After graduating from Camp Savage, he was
sent to the Pacific where he served as translator
and interpreter. In one of his letters to his sister,
George shared one of his experiences. The letter
was written one month before his death,

and he frequently spent time sketching scenes of
Hawaii.

Yukitaka is remembered by his family with
love and admiration. In one of her letters, Mrs.
Yoshioka had some rather poignant remem-
berances of her brother.

“Everybody liked him, he was such a happy
guy. He made people smile and laugh whenever
he was around.

“The last speech he made, which was in
November, 1941, when the elders of the com-
munity and friends gathered to honor him upon
his induction into the Army, he said in ringing

tones, in Japanese, ‘The waves of the Pacific
ocean rise high, and | look forward to the
challenge before me...’

“The next day, with banners flying and
relatives and friends waving goodbye, he sailed
away with the tide...the band was playing "Aloha
Oe’ and ‘Auld Lang Syne,” streamers from the
ship to shore were wafting on the breeze; he left,
never to return home again.

““He had gone to meet his challenge and was
stopped by a sniper’s bullet three years later in
New Guinea on June 23, 1944. He was 24 years
old.”

“I went to Manila on a pass a few weeks ago
and saw the town. It’s all wrecked now by the war
but | can see how it might have been in
peacetime. Most of the buildings have been
ruined either by artillery shells or bombs. There
is so much waste connected with a war.”

Mrs. Kunishige appropriately summerized her
brother’s life in these words: ‘““He was reared to
respect family, school and country, and George
proved his love, his belief in and dedication for
America by sacrificing that which can be given by
a citizen or soldier but once...his life.

Dora Kunishige, one of George’s younger
sisters, remembers the trauma and her brother’s
reaction in a letter she wrote. ‘“Family life for

those of Japanese ancestry was put to a severe
test as we were ordered to leave our beloved
Pacific coast. Family life was not all that was
placed under stress. Our loyalty to the country of
our birth was put to the ultimate test. George
accepted the challenge and volunteered for the
U.S. Army.”

“| would like to believe that George gave his life
for his country, which he loved, while he made
the sacrifice in executing a principle he held
most dear. He gave his life in an effort to save
other lives: Lives of human beings who may not
have heard his command to surrender, and he
wanted to give them the best possible chance to
survive. More than brave, he was human.”



Hachiya

Technician Third Class Frank Hachiya was born
in Hood River, Oregon where he attended
public school. From there he went to the
University of Oregon but his education was
stopped short with the outbreak of war. He
volunteered for duty with the U.S. Army Jan. 7,
1942 and was sent to Camp Savage for language
training in November of that year.

Frank served in the Pacific from September
1943 to January 1945 when he died. In 1945, anti-
Japanese sentiment still ran high on the Pacific
coast. After Frank’s death, the American Legion
in Hood River had Nisei names removed from
the town’s Roll of Honor.

Because of this action, Frank’s father was
hesitant to have his body returned to Hood River
for burial. According to a letter from Monroe M.
Sweetland, a friend and fellow serviceman of
Frank’s, Mr. Hachiya didn’t want to “stir up
violent reactions in the valley.”

Having a personal interest in the situation, Mr.
Sweetland decided to persue the matter. He
went to Hood River and spoke to several people
in a position to help. “They all told me that most
people in Hood River, even in the war years, had
been outraged at the Legion action, but for the
most part had remained silent. Now the wartime
record of the Nisei had completely discredited
the racist extremists.”” Mr. Sweetland was told

Acknowledgements

Mizutari Family
Nakamura Family
Hachiya Family
Mr. Akira Oshida
Mr. Shigeya Kihara
Monroe Sweetland
Al Ota
l4th Engineer Battalion
Granite Construction Company

that the people of Hood River wanted to have
Frank’s body returned to his home town.

Arrangements were approved and the funeral
service was held in the Hood River Methodist
Church with full military honors. Every pew was
filled and fellow Oregonians stood massed
outside the church during the service.

Mr. Sweetland observed in the close of his
letter, ““Oregon, like other west coast states,
behaved badly during and after the hysteria of
the relocation years. But by 1946 the racistic
phobia...had melted into the chastened, respect-
ful and even supportive sentiment of the post-
war era. Frank’s memorial served as a bittersweet
catalyst of that feeling in the northwest.”

Satsuma Bonsai Club of Monterey, Watsonville and Salinas
Ohara l_kebana Instructor’s Association, Monterey, Mrs. Bea Tanimoto



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

HEADQUARTERS
7th INFANTRY DIVISION AND FORT ORD
FORT ORD, CALIFORNIA 93941

2 9 APR 1980

AFZW-CG

SUBJECT: Building Memorializations

SEE DISTRIBUTION

1. Building 619, the Presidio of Monterey is dedicated to the memory of Ser-
geant George Ichiro Nakamura, 1923-1945, who died as a result of wounds received
in action 29 June 1945 in the Philippine Islands. The Silver Star was awarded
posthumously to Sergeant Nakamura for his actions that day. Sergeant Nakamura
graduated from the Military Intelligence Service Language School, in Minnesota,
in 1944.

2. Building 621, the Presidio of Monterey is dedicated to the memory of Tech-
nician Third Class Frank Tadakazu Hachiya, 1920-1944, who died as result of
wounds received in action 30 December 1944 in the Philippine Islands. The Silver
Star was awarded posthumously to Technician Third Class Hachiya for his actions
that day. Technician Third Class Hachiya graduated from the Military Intelli-
gence Service Language School, in Minnesota, in 1943.

3. Building 623, the Presidio of Monterey is dedicated to the memory of Tech-
nical Sergeant Yukitaka "Terry" Mizutari, 1920-1944, who died as a result of
wounds received in action 23 June 1944 in New Guinea. The Silver Star was awarded

posthumously to Technical Sergeant Mizutari for his actions that day. Techni-
cal Sergeant Mizutari graduated from the Military Intelligence Service Language

School, in Minnesota, in 1943.
ol
5 .
Brigadier General, USA

Acting Commander
DISTRIBUTION
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DEFENSE LANGUAGE INSTITUTE
FOREIGN LANGUAGE CENTER

OFFICE OF THE COMMANDANT
PRESIDIO OF MONTEREY, CALIFORNIA #3040

REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF: ATFL~-TP-0O o May 1980

SUBJECT: Asian Group Building Memorialization
SEE DISTRIBUTION

1. At 1300, 9 May 1980, in a ceremony to be held in front of
Building 621, the Asian Group Buildings will be memorialized as a
tribute to Sergeant George Ichiro Nakamura, Technician Third Class
Frank Tadakazu Hachiya, and Technical Sergeant Yukitaka ''"Terry"
Mizutari. These three American soldiers, graduates of the Military
Intelligence Service Language School, were killed in action during
World War II and were posthumously awarded the Silver Star for
their heroism.

2. I view this dedication as one of the most significant events which
will take place at the Defense L.anguage Institute, Foreign Language
Center, during my tenure as Commandant and it is my earnest desire
that each of you attend the ceremony if your duty obligations permit.

3. To allow maximum attendance the class schedule for the afternoon
of 9 May 1980 is changed as follows: (a) Asian Group language classes
are dismissed for the day at 1100; and (b) for all other language classes
fourth period is cancelled, fifth period will begin at 1410, and sixth
period will terminate at 1600.

4. Families and friends of the three men to be honored are coming
to DLIFLC from all over the country and the world. I enjoin each
and every one of you to do whatever you can to assure their visit is
a pleasant one. However insignificant your effort may seem to you,
I assure you it will be appreciated by them and by me.

01

onel, USA
Commandant
DISTRIBUTION:
A
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At 1 p.m. today, the Defense
[Language Institute, Foreign Lan
quage Center will host a building
memorialization. The purpose of
the event is to publicly celebrate
the naming of three buildings that
were constructed several years
ago.

The three buildings of the
Asian Complex will be named
after Yukitaka Terry Mizutari,
Frank Tadakazu Hachiya and
George I. Nakamura who were
killed during World War II.

The public is invited to attend
the ceremony as well as view the
special historical photographic
display that will be presented in
the Asian Auditorium located in
building 619. The display will be
open to the public from 10 a.m.
until noon.

The ceremony, scheduled for 1
p.m. will include comments from

e

Three unidentified Nisei carrv the U.S. flag during a ceremony
held at Camp Savage, Minn. Nisei played a vital roll in World
War II. Their ability to translate, interrogate and interpret not
onlv helped their country win the war but proved the value of
foreign language training.

NAKAMURA HALL .
BUILDING 619 1S DEDICATED T0 THE MEMORY OF .
"SERGEANT GEORGE ICHIRO NAKAMURA
1923 — 1845
. WHOD DIED. AS A RESULT OF WOUNDS RECEIVED IN 2CTION
29 JUNE 7345 IN THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. THE SILVER STAR WeS

AR R

w ek

AWARDED - POSTHUOMOUSLY TO SERGEANT NAKAMURA FOR HIS ATIIONG
THAT - DAY
INTELLIGENCE SERVICE

SERGEANT NAKAMURA GRADUATED FROM. THE MILITERY
LANGUAGE SCHOOL, IN- MINRESOTA, 1IN 1544.

HACHIYA HALL . L
BUILDING: 621 IS DEDICATED TO THE MEMORY OF : - R sk
TECHMNICIAN THIRD CLASS FRANK TADAKAZU HACHIYA : '-,./‘_ . preEBiss

: 1920 - 1944 '
“WHO DIED a5 A RESULT OF WOUNDS RECEIVED 1IN RCTION :
30 DECEMBER 78424 IN THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. THE SILVER STAP
WiS AWARDED POSTHUMOUSLY 70 TECHNICIAN THIRD CLASS HaCcHIY2 %
FOR “MI5 ACTIDNS THAT DAY. TECHNICIAN THIRD CLASS HACHIYA : i
SRAQUATED FROM THE MILITARY INTELLIGENCE SERVICE LANGUAGE ! :‘
SCHOOL, IN: MINNESOTA, 1IN 1543, - e < _
MIZUTARI HALL
_ BUILOING €23 15 DEDICATED T0 THE MEMDRY OF -
TECHNICAL SERGEANT YUKITAKA 'TERRY ~ MIZUTARI B N

1820 =1944
WHO DIED A5 A RESULT OF WOUNDS RECEIVED 1IN ACTION 23 JUNE
1244 1N NEW OGUINEA. THE SILVER STAR WAS AWARDED POSTHUMODUSLY
70 TECHRICAL SERGEANT YUKITAKA WIZUTARI FOR HIB AEYIONS THaT
OAY. TECHMWICAL SERGEANT MIZUTARI GRADUATED FROM THE ®ILITARY B

Three WWII Nisei graduates

honored at special ceremony

Col. Thomas G. Foster, [ll, DLI
commandant: the Honorable Dr.
Stephen R. Aiello, Special Assist
ant to the President for Ethnic
Affairs; readings of State Legisla-
tive Resolutions from California
and Hawaii; messages from
various local and state govern-
ment officials and from former
distinguished members of the
original Military Intelligence
Service Language School staff; as
well as unveiling the memorial.

On hand for the ceremony will
be family members, friends and
fellow servicemen of the three
men who will be honored at the
event.

The building memorialization
was purposefully scheduled dur-
ing this year’s observance of
Asian-Pacific American Heritage
Week to help commemorate the
contributions and sacrifices made
by all Asian-Pacific Americans.

The entrance to Hachiva Hall will serve as the site of the

(WTELLIGENCE SERVICE LANGUAGE SCHOOL, IN MINNESOTA, IN 1543, [

dedication ceremony. The plaque, commemorating the event,
will be mounted on the rock in the foreground and will be
unveiled during the ceremony. (Photo by SSgt. Ann Montova)



Letters from family and friends

George Nakamura

A voice, full of urgent pleading, would waken
me: “lrene, | have to go to the bathroom, will you come
with me?” | would come out of deep slumber, turn
toward the voice, climb out of bed and alter groping [o
the :::.::‘1!1 ord that would hn."||‘: us see our wav down the
long staircase to the lower level, 1 would follow him.

| can’t remember if | ever refused to accompany him,
but | do remember his favorite topic during those
nocturnal visits, “Someday I'll get a little Austin and vou
can have the first ride in it with me."”

During this period in his life, George was distributing
newspapers early in the morning, helping with odd jobs
at a gas station near our house after school and cleaning
soda pop bottles in a bottling plant nearby. As young as
he was, he was working very reqularly and saving money
toward that dream of owning an Austin.

We saw little of George during his high school years
because when he wasn't busy in some school related
activity, he was working in a restaurant owned by Mrs.
Roussel, a fnend's mother, who loved George almost as
much as she loved her son. In May 1945, when my father
and | returned to Santa Cruz to sell and vacate our house
which had been totally vandalized, this woman came
forward and offered us the warmth of her home. It was
not a popular thing to do because we were still at war
with Japan and hostility was more prevalent than
kindness, but, as she told us, she was doing it for George.

Many letters passed between George and me in the
years that he was away at war and the main line of
thought throughout the ordeal was the useless wastes of
war. Once he wrote of the irony of life: There he was,
seeing so much death and destruction, while his goal in
life was to become a doctor and preserve lives. To a
soldier, the enemy is a face without a name or
personality. To George, the enemy was another human
being struggling to live, just as he was. He was as
troubled by the death of a fellow American as he was in
seeing the bodies of the dead enemy, all too young to die.

[ would like to believe that George gave his life for his
country, which he loved, while he made the sacrifice in
executing a principle he held most dear. He gave his life
in an effort to save other lives, lives of human beings who
may not have heard his command to surrender and he
wanted to give them the best possible chance to survive.
More than brave, he was human.

Irene Nakamura Noda

Here are a few of the memories | have of George, my
younger brother. We were just 14 months apart in age. In
the short span of time we were together, | cannot recall
one incident of unpleasantness between us.

George was always helpful and would quietly do what
he could to lighten our mother's work load. He loved her
with great devotion. He learned respect and sympathy
for a woman's role in life as it was in those days.

Throughout his school career George was a good
student. He enjoyed school and showed his versatility by
joining the high school band while carrying a heawy
college preparatory curriculum at the University of
California, Berkeley.

George’s studies at U.C. were terminated abruptly
when World War Il bombed its way into our lives and
disrupted every American family. Family life for those of
Japanese ancestry was put to a severe test as we were
ordered to leave our beloved Pacific coast.

Family life was not all that was placed under stress
Our lovalty to the country of our birth was put to the
ultimate test. George accepted the challenge and
volunteered for the U.S, Army. The war and George's
death is now history. He is remembered 35 vears later
with a warm glow of love and happy memories of shared
experiences by this writer whose life has been enriched

and blessed to have a brother like George

Dora Kunishige

Terry Mizutari

Mom and Dad (Yasuyuki and Sueme Mizutari) came
to Hawaii in their early teens, from Kumamoto, Japan

Yukitaka, born May 3, 1920 in Honolulu, was their fifth
child and second son. They had, in total, 10¢ children
six girls and four boys. He became the eldest son when
the first son passed away with complications from
measles at infancy. Dad had high hopes for him and of
course, he was the apple of Dad's eve

He had to strive to excel in everything as Dad and
Mom were Japanese school teachers and stern
disciplinanans

All during his army career, he sent Mom a portion of
his modest check, bought war bonds, and joined the
Army insurance program.

Even after death, Yukitaka was a good son to Mom
and Dad, as the bonds he had left in Mom's name were
used as a down payment to build a home for them. His
insurance kept Mom going until she passed away in
1975 . . . 31 years after his death.

Now after 36 years, we are honored and proud that
Yukitaka's name will be used to memorialize a building.
How happy and gratified Mom and Dad must be up there
with him, as they observe this great occasion with us.

Masako M. Yoshioka

Qurs was a very poor, poor family. Father was a small
school (Japanese) Principal and Mother was the teacher.
They taught only two hours each day, after public school
was over and supported seven children. Yet, my
childhood memories are all pleasant! We were a very
close knit family. Yukitaka did well and was very active in
high school. He was well-liked, very popular, excelled in
Kendo (a Japanese fencing-martial arts) and thereby the
girls used to flock around him alot.

I was in awe with him. | looked up to my big brother
and respected and admired him.

He wanted so much to go to college but Dad and Mom
just couldn't afford it. He went to Honolulu to work his
way to Business School. Mom used to tell us that he
suffered many hardships while going to school. | wish
desperately that he could have had an easier life had God
known that his life would be so short?

When he died in 1944, many letters of condolence
and comfort came from his buddies. The thing that
impressed me most in our Country’s greatness and fair
play was a picture sent by one of them that showed his
grave marker. Amongst the rows and rows of crosses
was my brother’s Buddhist marker!

Fusako M. Nishikawa

Yukitaka was our shining light to follow in our life.
When the war started, our father was taken from us and
placed in a military concentration camp. He requested
an audience with the Commander of the camp and
stated: “My son is fighting for his country and I cando no

less, Therelore, although | am old, | request that | be
inducted into the Armvy 8o | may be of some use. There
must be something | can do rather than being helpless in
a camp.” Needless to say, the Commander was
speechless, but declined gracefully.

In 1953 our youngest brother was drafted into the
Army and he was given the opportunity to go to the
Officers Candidate School in Fort Benning, Georgia.
Our mother said: “Yukitaka was going to that school to
become an officer when he was held back to support a
beachhead invasion, There were so few interpreters at
that time to interrogate prisoners, He was killed in that
invasion; so now, you must complete what he started to
do.” Our brother went and was one of 54 graduated out
of 230 candidates.

Toshiyuki Mizutari

Frank Hachiya

(Editor's note: The following excerpts were
taken from a speech made by Martha Ferqusen
Mckeown Dana at Frank's funeral service in Hood
River, Ore. September 11, 1948)

| want to tell you of the Frank Hachiya | remember, for
| knew him all of his life.

But [ did not realize the quality of his thinking until be
became my student when he was a freshman in college.

Frank's father inherited the family home in Japan and
Mr. and Mrs. Hachiya, Frank and his little brother
Homer went back and lived in Japan. Frank returned to
Hood River four years later.

Written by Frank in her class:

“l really now think that living in Japan four years has
done me great good. The appreciation of America or the
love of one’s country. Now | don't mean | don't like
Japan, but | will never get so that | like her as well as
America. As | was born and reared here, | am an
American though [ was born of Japanese parents. [ read
where some people stated that they did not fully
appreciate their country until they had traveled abroad.
And | too, after living across the sea realize it now.”

After spending a year at Multnomah College, Frank
transferred to the University of Oregon, where he was
majoring in political science, because he believed that in
a democracy each man must be informed in order to be
worthy of citizenship.

Frank did not question democracy. He had become a
student of democracy. The Frank Hachiya ITknew wasa
thinker. He was a boy who wanted to make his life count
for democracy. Again listen to his words, let him tell his
own story: “l have come to the point where | feel that life
is everywhere. It is in ourselves, not in what we witness
outside.”

“When | look back over life and think of the time | have
wasted in vain, in ignorance of how to live, how | did not
value time, it hurts me now. | am aware of the fact that
life is a gift. It should be happiness and each minute shall
have a long happiness. | shall be grateful of one thing to
the war. That is in making me realize life.”

Frank’s last letter to reach Hood River contained
these lines: “It won't surprise me in the least if the war in
Europe will come to a sudden end. That day will be the
death sentence of Japan. | don't see how she can stand
up under the combined allied forces when she can’t meet
all the United States forces now. Perhaps we will be able
to spend the Christmas of 1945 at home.”

Now, at long last, Frank Hachiya has come home to
the valley of his birth.

Messages

(Editor’s note: The following are excerpts from
messages sent by Col. Kai Rasmussen and Brig.
Gen. John Weckerling. Both are retired today,
however they played an important role in estab-
lishing the language school. While stationed in
Japan studying Japanese, they realized that war
with Japan was evident. They convinced the War
Department of the need for Japanese linguists
upon their return to the states. Their insight was
proven to be accurate as the school became
operational only six weeks before the attack on
Pearl Harbor.)

It is entirely fitting and appropriate that the three new
academic buildings located at the Defense Language
Institute be dedicated in honor of Sergeants Frank
Hachiya, Hood River Valley, Ore.; George Nakamura,
Santa Cruz, Calif. and Terry Mizutari, Hilo, Hawaii who
were killed in action in the south west Pacific arena.

Gen. Douglas MacArthur, who commanded the entire
Pacific theater of operations, and Gen. Charles

Willoughby, who was responsible for all intelligence
activities under General MacArthur, stated publicly that
without the Japanese-American language specialists,
victory in the south west Pacific would have been
immensely more difficult to achieve.

John Weckerling
Brigadier General, USA (Ret.)

The honor now being bestowed upon Frank Hachiya,
Terry Mizutari and George Nakamura, who gave their
lives that democracy might triumph can be but
inadequate. They gave their lives in order that others
might live.

If I were to characterize the performance of their
assigned tasks, I would say that they were Samurai
fighting in accordance with Bushido, “the way of
warriors” and its tenets of chivalry, loyalty and bravery.

| wish to pay respect and homage to these brave
soldiers whose heroic feats contributed so materially to
winning the war in the Pacific.

Though they have passed on to their ultimate rewards,
they shall always live in our affectionate memories andin
our hearts.

Col. Kai Rasmussen (Ret.)
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Yukitaka Terry Mizutari

Yukitaka “Terry” Mizutari was born in
Honolulu, Hawai on Mav 3, 1920, the fifth
child of Yasuvukiand Sueme Mizutari, His life
'|‘.||+.!"..'i'l.{111*"1"'1“'.”1‘.\.‘11‘“-]HI'II":."J_ 1":‘]‘1,]'11"1."..’.1"
killed in action while defending his country

Growing up during the depression, he
overcame the many hardships that were faced
by all and led a happy and active childhood
Terry found time for many activities such as a
harmonica band, joining a dance club and
learning the martial art of kendo. His talent
also shone in art as he loved to sketch the
yvoung face of Shirley Temple

After working his way through business
college, he was drafted into the Army in 1941,
He spent time at Camp Paukukalo in Hawaii
and Camp McCoy before joining the Military
Intelligence Section and going to Camp
Savage, Minn.

Terry was avery conscientious son, sending
home most of his pay to help support his

avallable to him

i,

j’.]'.il' '

family. He also took part in the Army bond
program and the insurance that was made
I his |hrJIl'||]|.1[|i|1|l".'. }'.t'|[u'r1
sustain his mother until her death in 1975

lerrv demonstrated his wit and character
many times in his letters home. Frequently
reporting the war around him in a joking
manner. but also showing his displeasure for
the destruction and the waste ol war

Mizutari died while placing himself in danger
to defend the men serving under him from a
Japanese attack. Due to his courage and
unselfish actions no other member of his
section was injured. Mizutari received the
Silver Star for his act of bravery.

Terrv Mizutari was a Nisei who fought while
his father was interned in a Relocation Center,
against the country of his ancestors for the
freedom of his country, America.

As one of Mizutari's fellow soldiers said,
“That quy had guts-—-guts that no one could
match.”

George Ichiro Nakamura

George Nakamura was a Japanese-Am:-
erican (Nisei) who fought and died in World
War Il, for the country he loved, his country,
America.

As a young man growing up in Santa Cruz,
Calif., George showed no signs of becoming a
hero. He was a typical boy committing his
share of pranks and mishaps. But he was also a
very dedicated and hard working child. He had
high hopes for his future and earned the love
and respect of friends and family.

In 1942, George and his family were interned
in the Tule Lake Relocation Camp in
California. Against the wishes of his father, but
with his mothers support, he volunteered for
the military intelligence school

While receiving intelligence training at
Camp Savage, Minn., would
frequently write home about the situation of
other Nisei. He was greatly upset over the
reluctance of his fellow Nisei to join the service
and fight for their country, instead of being
angry over their plight at the time.

In 1944, George was sent to New Guinea as
an interpreter and translator. Though many
miles away from home, he was still able to keep
in contact with his family and friends through
letters.

Nakamura was transferred in 1945 to the
Philippines, where he was shocked by the
destruction and waste of war as he visited
Manila. He was also amused at the way some
Filipinos could not understand why a
Japanese would be fighting for the United
States. They couldn’t understand that he had
been born in America and had been educated
and indoctrinated with American ideals.

On June 29, 1945, while positioning himself
within 25 yards of the enemy and trying to talk
them into surrendering Nakamura was killed.

George Nakamura was awarded the Silver
Star for his actions, demonstrating the
courage and loyalty exemplary of the highest
traditions of the U.S. Armed Forces.

Nakamura was proud of his Japanese and
American heritage and gave his life defending
the country he loved, America.

George Nakamura

Frank Tadakazu Hachiya

Frank Hachiva

Frank Hachiya has been described as very
tall and athletic. He was a quiet, mild-
mannered person and was well known for his
modesty. Although he was in the highest level
class for his proficiency in the Japanese
language while attending the Military Intel-
ligence Service Language School he was often
heard saying that he was not as good at
translating the language as he would like to be.

Hachiya was born on May 13, 1920 in Hood
River, Ore. There, he attended school and
developed a deep friendship with one of his
neighbors, Mrs. Martha Ferguson McKoewn
Dana,who later taught him during his college
years. Frank was a political science major.
Mrs. Dana was so impressed with the ideals
and beliefs of Frank Hachiya that she kept a
file on his letters, written papers and school
essays. During his funeral services held in
Hood River three years after his death, Mrs.
Dana described Hachiya’s life and love of
America.

Hachiya believed that the democratic way of
life was worth fighting and dying for. In a letter
to a friend he wrote, “May God speed vou in

your mission of restoring the democratic way
of life to down trodden people, and to achieve
and cherish everlasting peace for ourselves
and for other nations.”

Hachiva made a difficult decision when he
enlisted in the Army Jan. 7, 1942 as his mother
and brother were living in Japan when the war
broke out.

He served with the 7th and 32nd Infantry
Divisions. He was scheduled to go on R & R
back to Hawaii at the time of his death, but
refused to go, electing to stay with his unit until
the Leyte battle was over. He died on Jan. 3,
1945 as a result of wounds received in battle.

His body was sent to Hawaii where funeral
services were held, and it was not until three
years later that Hachiya was finally placed to
rest in his hometown of Hood River. Anti-
Japanese sentiment was so strong that
Frank'’s father was reluctant to have his body
buried in Hood River. However, three years
later, due to the efforts of a fellow serviceman,
Monroe Sweetland, Frank’s body was re-
turned and placed to rest among the other
fallen soldiers of Hood River.
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In addition to classroom training, students are able to improve
by listening to tapes of the spoken
language , a benefit of present technology.

their pronunciation

Nisei prove value of language Spvecialist

DLI history begins with WWII

Today’s building memorialization signifies
more than the deaths of Frank Hachiva,
Yukitaka Terry Mizutari and George Naka-
mura. It commemorates the contributions and
dedication of all Japanese-Americans and
their love for their country.

It was the need of the United States for
Japanese linguists that not only created the
concept of language training but also gave the
Japanese-American the opportunity to show
their loyalty to their country.

After the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor,
Americans became suspicious and fearful of all
Japanese in the states. As a result, more than
100,000 Americans of Japanese ancestry were
moved from the west coast and placed in
relocation centers throughout the mid-west.
Many Japanese-Americans already enlisted or
drafted into the armed forces were either
discharged or moved to central post locations.

Although the 4th Army Language School
was established in secrecy six weeks before
the bombing of Pearl Harbor the need and use

of Japanese linguists did not become widely
apparent until after the first group of graduates
were working in the field. As their accomp-
lishments became known, the demand for
linguists increased and what began as a small,
remote school with 60 students, eight
instructors and a budget of $2,000 has
developed into today’s Defense Language
Institute, Foreign Language Center.

By the end of WWII, the language school
had graduated some 6,000 linguists. Today,
DLI teaches 2,000 to 3,000 students at any
glven time.

The Nisei linguists served to prove the
usefullness and unquestionable need for
foreign language specialists in the total effort in
the defense of world peace.

Today, DLI teaches approximately 25
languages. Graduates are sent to all corners of
the globe to continue the work that began in
1941. The concept of intensive training still is
employed and is coupled with the newest
technological equipment to produce proficient
linguists in a minimum amount of time.

May 9, 1980

Some things don’t have to change as when vou have a good
thing that works vou should stay with it. DLI still employs the
use of intensive training as it did during World War II.

Students of the early language school received their textbooks
in much the same way as they do now. In the beginning,
instructors were required to develop their own text books due
to the lack of Japanese language texts. Today, the school
develops most of its texts and study materials.

Shigeya Kihara, one of the original Japanese language
instructors of the school, presents Col. Thomas G. Foster, I,
DLI commandant, with the plague commemorating the
beginning of MISLS at Crissy Field, San Francisco. (Photo by
SSgt. Ann Montova)
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Relatives of three Japanese-American Gls killed in WW Il watch
as taps is played during Defense Language Institute ceremony Friday.

Japanese-American soldiers
honored by language school

MONTEREY (UPI) — A new
building at the Defense Language
Institute in The Presidio has been
dedicated to the memory of an
Oregon Japanese-American
whose death in World War II be-
came a symbol of protest against
racial intolerance. '

In wind and rain Sgt. Frank T.
Hachiva, Hood River, was hon-
ored Friday during a ceremony
~at the central building in the new
DLI complex. Two other build-

finas were dedicated to the memo-
ry of Sgts. Ykitaka Terry Mizu-

tari, Honolulu, and George Ikiro
Nakamura who also died in the
war. #
During the war many Japa-
nese-American servicemen were
trained in Japanese at the insti-
tute, and this program drew the
ire of some whao felt they should
not be allowed to fight for United
States.

Hachiya was killed during the
battle of Levte in The Philippines
on Dec. 30, 1944. He was awarded
the Silver Star posthumously.

On Jan. 3, 1945, a national

r

furor erupted when the Hood
River American Legion Post
tried to erase the names of 16
other Japanese-American sol-
dicillers from the town's war honor
TOil. _ *
Hachiyva's name had never
been added to the list even though
he had been raised on a farm in
the area. “
Then-Secretary of State Henry
Stimson 'and several national
publications as well as Stars and
Stripes demanded that the names
be returned to % list.
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