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DEFENSE LANGUAGE INSTITUTE
FOREIGN LANGUAGE CENTER

PRESIDIO OF MONTEREY, CALIFORNIA 93944-5006

REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF

ATFL-CMT (870) 25 March 1988

MEMORANDUM FOR: Commander, 7th Infantry Division (Light) and
Fort Ord, ATTN: AFZW-AG, Fort Ord, CA 93941

SUBJECT: Memorialization

l. The new DLIFLC Academic Library will be opening later this

vear at the Presidio of Monterey. The DLI Memorialization Committee.
has recommended and I agree that it would be most appropriate that
this building be named in honor of John F. Aiso, the first Director
of Academic Training for the World War II predecessor of the Defense

Language Institute.

2. John F. Aiso was a2 second-generation Japanese—American (Nisei)
and Harvard Law School graduate who was called to serve his country
at the beginning of World War II. He was chosen to organize the
Military Intelligence Service Language School (MISLS) that opened omn
1 November 1941 at the Presidio of San Francisco. Under his vigor-
ous leadership as Director of Academic Training from 1941 to 1946
the school graduated over 6,000 military linguists. These men and
women contributed immeasurably to our winning the war against Japan
and the peace that followed. His students served in the jungles

of Guadalcanal, on MacArthur's intelligence staff and on the decks

3. After the war he resumed the practice of law and was the first
mainland Japanese—-American to enter the judiciary inm California.

A few weeks after his appearance last year at DLIFLC as the guest
of honor at the 46th MISLS Anniversary Celebration, he was killed
in a robbery attempt in Los Angeles at the age of 78.

4. This memorialization action will emnable future generations of
students at DLIFLC to recognize the traditions of academic excel-
lence, personal achievement and service to their country that is
their rightful heritage as personified by John F. Aiso. I strong-
ly recommend your favorable consideration of this request.

3 Encls TODD ROBERT POCH
1. Memo, DLIFLC, ATFL-MH, Colonel, USA
26 Jan 88, Subject: Memo- Commandant

rialization Committee Mtg
Minutes, 19 Jan 88.

2. Photograph, MAJ John F. Aiso
3. Shigeya Kihara, "John Aiso,
Great WWII Nisei
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John Aisc: First Japanese American Judge on the Mainland

Editor's Note: The follow-
ing i» on edited version of an
article written in Japenese
by Rafu Shimpe ctaff writer
Kiyoshi Yano. The article
was trenslated inte English
by Haruo Kugizaki, formerly
en instructor with the Mili-
tary Intelligence Service.

Part I

Imzagine s boy being barred
from leading his schoo! as stu-
dent bedy president because he
is Japanese American. Imagine
him not being cble to study at &
Japanese university becnuse
he, as a foreigner, was not “c
loyal subject of the emperor.”

Yet these experiences were &
reality for John Fujio Aiso, who
was born in the Los Angeles
suburb of Burbank when anti-
Japanese sentiment and preju-
dice against Asians were ram-
pant. ‘

But he did not let these ob-
stacles overtake him. He went

on to become the first Japanese .

American judge on the main-
land. Now at 78, Aiso still
works part-time at the law
offices of O'Melveny & My_ers.

From childhood to retire-
ment, Aiso's life reflecta the
challenges that have faced o
segment of the older Japanese
American population.

“ think I have been a most
lucky fellow,” he said in an
interview. “Yes, there were
times in my childhood when 1
wondered if I could change the
pigment of my skin and ques-
tioned why God had created me
a Japonese. .

“As | look back now, I feel
very humbleand grateful tothe
Lord for having given me such
an interesting role to play in
life's drama.”

Aiso was born the son of &
gardener and laundrywoman.
His father emigrated to the
United States in 1898, and
engaged in gardening. .

“There were no
trucks nor motor-driven lawn-
mowers at that time,” the for-
mer judge remembered. “He
rode a bicycleto work, carrying
a lawnmower on his left shoul-
der and hanging a 50-foot gar-
den hoce on hi2 handlebars.” -

Aiso’s mother camme to Cali-
fornia during the Ruaso-Japs-
nese War. “Out of her mesger
earnings 2s a lsundrywoman
for an American family, she
purchased framed pictures of
George Wrshington, Abrahem
Lincoln and Jesus Christ. She
hung them In the parlor of our
modest home, =nd instructed us
to emulate the admirzble qual-
ities of these historical charcc-
ters,” Aiso said. -

‘Don't Give Up'-

Aiso was always a diligent
student. A fow school bullies at

Grant Gremmar School in Holly-

wood would verbally harrass
him, s well as the other Japa-
nese American children, but
this proved to only make Aiso
more determined to do well
academically.

While at Le Conte Junior
High School in Hollywood dur-

pick-upf: :

JOHN' AISO

ing the academic yenr of 1922-
23, Aiso successfully ran for
student body president. Receiv-
ing 900 votes out of a total of
1,200, Aiso was elected to lead
student bedy meetings in the
auditorium,

Aiso’s celebration, however,
ended a day after the election.
A group of parents protested
the election, shouting, “No
child of mine is going to bé
under a Jap.” -

The parents demanded that
the principal remove Aiso from
office, or else submit his resig-
nation. With such an ultima-
tum, the principal decided to
suspend student government.
until Aiso graduated, .

“John, don't give up,” said
some sympathetic teachers.
“No one can stop a good man.”

‘Thus, Aiso pergervered and

continued to put more effor
into his studies. -

-/ Graduating from junior high
#chool did not end the contro-
‘versy surrounding John Aiso.

‘» At Hollywood High School,
‘ Aiso attempted to get involved

in various activites — Junior
ROTCand cheerleading — only -
tg be turned sway for being a
- ‘p.n

He finally found 2 niche on
the debating team, later becom-

ing the group's captain. He led -

the Hollywood High School

ern California champicnehip in
1926.- -

It was about this time that he
was selected by the faculty tobe
the veledictorian of his clasc in
June and the first Japanese
g.merican tobeelected an Ephe-*

ian. . !

" . He then went on to take first

place ina preliminary selection
contest for  national oratorical
contest on the U.S. Cohstitu-
tion, sponsored by 2 number of

" national newspapers, including

the Los Angeles Times.

School.
Racism and Jealouny

Regarding this incident, The
Rafu Shimpo reported at that
time: “Because of jealousy
against him for getting twa
honors, John Aiso gives up
participating in speech contest.
. .. One of our countrymen is
cursed by hateful recizl dis-
crimination. . .. How aad {that
this occurs] even in the edu-
cationa] world.” N

When this series of events
was told to The Los Angeles
Times, one of the sponsors of the
event, the secretary to Harry
Chandler, the president of the
newspaper, met with the princi-
pal and Aiso. -

The secretary decided that
racial discrimination was be-
hind the principal’s request,
and urged Aisoto participate in
the contest.

Moved by this encourage-
ment, Aiso consulted with the
chairman of the Japanese Mer-
chants Association, who also
recommended participation, say-
ing “there is no reason to buckle
under unreasonable pressure.”

Aiso then met with the princi-

pal and expressed his desire to

. participate,

Aiso was called in by the

principal, and instead of being
congratulated, was informed
that he had to choose between
being the valedictorian er repre-

senting the school in the ora- ~

torical competition. Aiso reluc-
tantly chose the valedictory,
and Herbert Wenig, the second
place winner, was selected to
represent Hollywood High

The principal-reiterated his
fear that an unfavorabie feel-
ing might arise among the
white parents and students if
Aiso were to “monopolize” both
honors.

Since the change had already
been announced in the school
newspaper, the principal recom-
mended that Aisostay with his
original decision.

Aiso agreed out of respect.
Herbert Wenig, Hollywood
High’s representative won the
West Coast division on May 14.
For his victery, Wenlig received
$500 in cash, ah expense paid
trip to Europe. end the right to
represent the West Coast in the
final contest to be held in Wash-
ington, D.C.

. Aizowas selectéd as s travel-

ing ‘comipznion: and- coach to
Wenig. The national contest.. -

was held on June 8. Wenig won
first place and was heéralded as

However, according toa Rafu

-Shimpo report, Wenig almost

gave up participating in the
Washington finals of the con-
test. Two newspapers — the
Washington Post and Washing-
ton Star — had run articles:
narrating the background of
Wenig's participation in the

contest and criticized theschool -

authorities and parents for

forcing Aiso torbandon partici-

pation in the contest because of

‘the racist sentiment on the

Pacific Coast.

On the evening of June 3, the
night before the finals, Wenig

was close to quitting. He sent '
telegrams to Hollywood High
School and The Los Angeles
Times; both responded that he
continue in the contest. |

Returning to California, both
Wenig and Aiso were given &
welcome party on June 16 by
the student body and faculty of
Hollywood High,

It was later revealed that
Aiso's trip to Washihgton had
been paid for by -Los Angeles

. led the debating team to an

" sented the

busiest man” of his class. wona[i
varsity award on the Brown 'L
University cross-country team,

RatniN

Eastern Intercollegiate Debat- |
, ing Cham};lonship. and repre-f.
raternity Delta Upsi-
_lonintheuniversity's inter-fra- E
: ternity governing board.

The fiture judge was selec-

i ted valedictorian of his clags,

; and graduated cum laude with
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‘Aiso attempted to get involved in

various activities|— Junior ROTC
and cheerleading — only to be
turned away for being a ‘Jap’’

Times President Harry Chand-
ler, instead of by the Hollywood
High School student body es
had been previously announced.
From this timeon, Aisocame
to have a good friendship with
Chandler. o
College In Old America
While in Washington. D.C.,
Aisovisited Japanese Ambassa-

dor Matsudaira. “What univer-
sity do you intend ta sttend?”

, asked the ambassador. -

“ would like to attend Stan-
ford, but our family céannot

T T AT T T

Aisothen wentonto Harvard
.Law School as the first Nisei
‘student from the continental
iUnited States, having been
‘preceded by three other Japa-
tnese Americans from Hawaii.
i Legal Eagle

After graduating from Hag-
vard Law School in 1934 with a
‘law degree. Aiso went to New
York City — one of the few
places in the continental Uni-
ited States where a Nisei could
find a job at & law firm. He was
admitted to the bar in New-

f
i

afford it, so I'll probably be. ,jYork and wax hired s a law

going to UCLA." said Aiso.

“You should plan on becom-
ing more knowledgeable with
the older part of America.”
advised Matsudaira.

The ambassador then sent
Aiso to speak with the pres-
ident of Brown University in
Rhode lsland, Dr. W.H.P.
Faunce. The Japanese Em-
bassy had close ties with Brown
University. .

Faunce said hé could make
no promises to Aiso, but would
look into & schotarship forhim.

At age 16, Aiso graduated-
from Hollywood High School in

: 7 June of 1926. He then persuad-
the best high school orator of -
*- contemporary United States.

debating team to the the South-

ed his parentstoallow him togo
to Tokyo to study theJapanese
language. He enrolled in a
special class at Seijo Gakuen
and studied there for 10
months. ‘77
Meanwhile, Aiso had been
accepted at Brown, and received
a generous scholarship, He had

to be literally called away from |

iclerk in the Wall Street firm of
"{'allermn. Eagle, tireenough &
iDay.

f Aiso began this job during

the days of the Depression,
twhen even some Harvard Law
“Mehool graduates went to work
for $5 per week. In some cases,
-wenlthy parents would pay
‘firms for permitiing their von
Yo work. Aiso’s starting salary

" wax 315 a week, which was

raised to 325,

te. Eveh in New. York, only the

officex doing work with Japan
were interested in hiring Japa-
nese Americans. At that time,
the American base for commer-
cial transactions between Japan
‘and the United States was New
York City.

(To be continued)

3
l
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Japan to enrcil in the Rhode ™
Island university in the fall of

1927.

Even with his scholarship,
Aisec had to supplement his’
funds with part-time work,
both on and off campus. He
was, however. still active in
school. He was voted by his
clussmates as the “second
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SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

OFFICIAL PARTY ARRIVES
TROOPS MARCH INTO POSITION
ATTENTION IS SOUNDED
COLORS ARE PRESENTED

DEDI Q ATION CEREMONY PLAYING OF THE NATIONAL ANTHEM
AISO LIBRARY | vocarion
INTRODUCTION OF GUEST SPEAKER:
R »@ SMUSSEN HALL COLONEL RONALD L. COWGER

GUEST SPEAKER:
MR. SHIGEYA KIHARA

MEMORIAL PROCLAMATIONS
RIBBON CUTTING

UNVEILING OF NAMES

FIRING OF VOLLEYS

PLAYING OF TAPS
CONCLUSION OF THE CEREMONY

o
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