Retiree Council Agenda 6 September 2025

	Welcome
	COL(R) Simmons
	0900-0905

	Invocation
	COL(R) Simmons
	0905-0910

	Pledge
	SGM(R)Gilbert
	0910-0915

	Fort Meade Update
	Garrison
	0915-0935

	Kimbrough Update
	KACC
	0935-0955

	The Exchange/PX
	 Siapo Hesson
	0955-1005

	Commissary News
	Elijah Groover
	1005-1015

	RSO Update
	Christine Hopke
	1015-1030

	Old Business
	COL(R) Simmons
	1030-1040

	New Business
	COL(R) Simmons
	1040-1055

	Remarks
	SGM(R) Gilbert
	1055-1105

	Closing Remarks
	COL(R) Simmons
	1105-1115
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Fort George G Meade Retiree Council 
Meeting Minutes
6 September 2025
Fort George G. Meade, MD 20755
 
The one hundred seventy seventh (177th) meeting of the Fort George G. Meade Retiree Council was held in accordance with AR 600-8-7 in the ID Card building, room 201.

Formal Introductions:

COL (Ret) Jean Simmons: Council President.
COL Yolanda Gore:  Fort Meade Garrison Commander
Dr. Denise Richardson:  Chief of Medical Operations, Fort Meade MEDDAC
SGM (Ret) James Gilbert:   Council Vice President.  
Other Attendees:
COL(Ret) Roy Harris
COL (Ret) Joy Napper
LTC(Ret) Peter Wood
SGM (Ret) Shaun Herron
MSG (Ret) Rosalind Robinson-Ambrose
1SG(Ret) James West (Voting Member)
SFC (Ret) James Wafer
SFC (Ret) Curtis Weisner
SSG (Ret) Walter Hollman
SFC(Ret) Jose’ Torres-Melendez
SSG Walter Hollman
[bookmark: _Hlk183556890]Ms. Christine Hopke
Ms. Siapo Hesson
Mr. Elijah Groover
Ms. Mary Duncan
Invocation:  COL (Ret) Jean Simmons
Pledge of Allegiance:  All Membership
I. June Minutes approved with corrections. 




II. Key Updates:

 Fort Meade Garrison Updates
A.  COL Yolanda Gore:
1. New leadership:
a. MDW Commander:  Brigadier General Antoinette Gant
b. IMCON Commander:  Major General James Smith

2. Unregistered Weapons:  series of incidents found on post

3. Unregistered license plates and expired registrations discovered on post

4. September 11th Remembrance:
a. Run and Walk:  Starts at 0630
b. Ceremony:  0830, Location:  Engine 45 Firehouse on York Road

5. Marketing:  expansion needed to include all Veterans
a. Establish table to recruit new members during Retiree Appreciation Day
b. Create flyer and banner to distribute where veterans gather: PX, Commissary
(Mr. West agreed to create flyer and banner)

6. Gate Hours reduced due to staffing:  staffing reduced from 366 authorized to 310

7. Plans to establish organization for Veterans Outreach: knock on doors, assess need, provide resources
 
      Comment:  DAV available to provide transport:  LIFT services available for DAV    
      members only; Ride services available for Ambulatory Veterans

8.   Old ID Cards will not be confiscated; personnel can contact Ms. Hopke’s office to    
      arrange for replacement

B. Dr. Denise Richardson, Chief Medical Operations, Kimbrough Ambulatory Care Center (KACC).
1. Outreach Breakfast planned:  POC is LTC Michael Oganovich; date pending
         Comment:  invite LTC Oganovich to RAD to continue outreach efforts
2. Roof Project:  10 September 2025 (over previous Operating Room section)
3. Mammography services no longer available.
4. Pharmacy:  
a. Current manufacturer backlog with certain medications
b. Unable to do partial fills; seven-day supply IS available
c. Walter Reed, Walgreens are available for medications not in stock
d. Reminder:  refills may take 72 hours to complete; use pill boxes to plan your resupply
e. “Get In Line” cards distributed to provide updated instructions for new prescription fills
Comment:  Create Large standup banner for prescription refill instructions at the Commissary or PX for beneficiaries.  Mr. West will take this for action
f. KACC will support Retiree Appreciation Day with the following services:  Dermatology, Armed Forces Wellness, Dental and Quality Management (Patient Safety, Population Health, Infection Control)
5. Future Delayed Opening days 2025:
a. 11 September:  Opening at 1130
b. 25 September:  Closed after 1200
c. 2 October:  Opening at 1000
d. 6 November:  Opening at 1000
e. 4 December:  Opening at 1130
Post Exchange
1.  18 September 2025 at 1130: Air Force Birthday
2. 18 October 2025:  Fall Fest from 1000-1500, PX Mall and Main Store
3. 10 November 2025:  Marine Corps Birthday; cupcakes to be distributed
4. 11 November 2025:  Van Guard Coin Give Away; 1000-1300
Comments:  Requested installation of mirrors next to clothing
Firestone:  Garrison Commander requested clean-up of abandoned cars; potential for 
                   towing soon
Fort Meade Commissary
1. 18-21 September 2025:  Sidewalk Sale
2. Fresh Seafood:  available from Local supplier
Comment:  shopping carts remain in bad condition; tip the baggers (many are college students in need of support and encouragement.)

III. Retiree Appreciation Day (Christine Hopke).  Date:  24 October 2025
1. Alliance with KACC working very well!!
2. Layout is organized and well planned with various resource assets available (KACC, Dental, AFWC.)
3. Panel of Speakers Planned:  DAV, VA Maryland Healthcare System, MC Vets
a. Moderator will pose questions
b. Ed Rosstein may serve as Moderator from the Dept of Veteran & Family Affairs
c. Ms. Hopke requested Retiree Council submit questions for panel
4. Draft Schedule of Events for RAD
0630:            Setup
0730-0830:  Sign In
0830-1100:  Program and Panel Discussion
1100-1430:  Vendor Open
1130-1300:  Lunch
5. Immunizations:  provided by KACC Staff:  FLU Only (High Risk available)
6. Vendor Listing as of 6 September
-VA Maryland Healthcare System
-DAV Chapter 33
-John Hopkins Healthcare Plan
-Commissary
-Vet Center
-ARC
-Warrior Canine Connection
-Selfie Booth
-Alzheimer’s Association
-KACC
          7.  Banners will post this week for marketing
          8.  Retiree Council members requested to wear purple
New Business
1. Flyers distributed:  Benefits Claim Clinic:  13 September
2. Mr. Weisner expressed the American legion Post 175, Severan Park may accommodate VFW members to host special celebrations (Asian Heritage Month, Black Heritage Month) 
3. Anne Arundell County:  DAV Assistance with claims: 410-605-7826
Closing remarks from COL (Ret) Dr. Jean Simmons 
“Thanks to all for consistent attendance”
Expressions of gratitude to COL Gore for award presentation during Army 250th Ball
SGM Gilbert:  Requested support to provide refreshments

Next meeting is Saturday, 6 December 2025 at 0900. 

Thank you for your support,

Respectfully

COL (Ret) Dr. Jean Simmons
