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From Sun to Sweater: Fall is on its Way
As  summer begins to mellow into the crisp embrace of fall, JBLM transforms into a vibrant hub of seasonal 
charm and community connection. The transition isn’t just about changing leaves—it’s about new opportuni- 
ties to explore, engage, and enjoy everything the JBLM Garrison has to offer.

September ushers in cooler mornings and the return of cozy layers, but the energy on base remains electric. 
Outdoor enthusiasts can take advantage of the scenic trails soon to be framed in fiery foliage. MWR’s Out- 
door Recreation continues to offer guided hikes, bike rentals, and weekend adventures perfect for soaking in 
the autumn air.

Families will find no shortage of fall-themed events—from pumpkin patches and harvest festivals JBLM of- 
fers ample events and opportunities that bring the community together in spirited style. The JBLM  Exchang- 
es and Commissaries roll out seasonal specials, making it easy to stock up on comfort foods and festive de- 
cor.

For those seeking personal growth, fall is a great time to dive into new classes at the Stone Education Center 
or explore career resources through the Family and MWR Employment Readiness Program. And let’s not for- 
get the cozy vibes at the libraries and The Warrior Zone, where you can unwind with a good book or catch the 
latest game.

Whether you're new to JBLM or a longtime resident, this season invites you to slow down, savor the moment, 
and discover the warmth of community—no matter the temperature.

Safety First: Navigating the Shift from Summer to Fall at JBLM
Equally as important is as summer winds down and fall begins to take hold at 
Joint Base Lewis-McChord, it’s important to stay alert to seasonal changes that 
can impact safety. Cooler temperatures, shorter daylight hours, and unpredictable 
weather patterns bring new challenges—especially for families on the move. Wet 
leaves and early morning fog can make roads slick, so drivers should check tire 
pressure, headlights, and windshield wipers to ensure vehicles are fall-ready.

Outdoor enthusiasts should dress in layers and wear reflective gear during early 
morning or evening activities. Whether you're biking around base or hiking local 
trails, visibility and warmth are key.

Inside the home, it’s a great time to inspect heating systems, test smoke detec-
tors, and review emergency plans with the family.

By taking a few proactive steps, the transition from summer to fall can be smooth, 
safe, and enjoyable. Let’s embrace the season with care and keep our community 
thriving—no matter the weather.

Check out: the Army’s and Air Force’s Safety pages at https://safety.army.mil/ and 
https://www.safety.af.mil/ for more great information!
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Directorate of Human Resources (DHR)

Military Personnel Division Closure (MPD) 12-Sep-2025
Please be advised that the Military Personnel Division (MPD) at Waller Hall will be closed on 12 
September 2025. Kindly disseminate this information to all S1 POCs and Unit leadership.

• ID Cards and SRP operations will remain open.

• All other MPD services will be unavailable.

• Emergency cases will be addressed as needed.

• Out-processing will be completed prior to the closure date, and appointments for that day 
will be cleared accordingly.

If you have any questions or require further clarification, feel free to reach out.
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“Whether you're arriving, advancing, or transitioning—JBLM’s Directorate of Human 
Resources is your compass for every step of the journey”
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The Madigan Resource Fair is an outreach event hosted by Madigan Army Medical Center to connect Soldiers, families, 
retirees and civilian staff with a wide range of on and off post colleges and community resources. The fair brings togeth- 
er representatives from medical services, education programs, wellness initiatives, and support agencies to provide in- 
formation, answer questions, and offer on-the-spot assistance.
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JBLM ASAP’s
4th Annual Fill 

the Ruck!

• Last year over
2,800 SM’s and
11 prevention 
agencies partici- 
pated

• This year’s loca- 
tion is at Solo 
Point

• Counts towards 
Annual Suicide 
Prevention for 
FY25

• Fields of Friend- 
ly Strife points 
will be available 
to units that sign 
up

• Creates a plat- 
form for open 
discussions 
about mental 
health, reducing 
stigma, and en- 
couraging individ- 
uals to seek help 
when needed.

• Proactive ap- 
proach to en- 
hancing both 
unit cohesion 
and personal 
readiness, es-
sential elements
in any organiza- 
tion.
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MON TUE WED THU FRI
1 2

Job Fair Preparation (WS) 3pm V

3

Course of Action to USA Jobs (ERP) 9- 
12 IP SFAC

Job Search Strategies (WS) 9am V 

Hawk Hiring Fair 11-1 IP

4

Stand Out on Linked In (USO) 8am V 

M2M CAMPS Orientation 9-12 IP

5

8

Career Skills Brief (CSP)
11am-12pm: Hawk Auditorium IP

Effective Resumes (WS) 11am V

9

FBI Job Information (USO) 8am V

Getting Hired in WA State 9am IP

10

Mastering Linked In (USO) 4pm V

Hawk Hiring Fair 11-1 IP

11 12

15

Career Skills Brief (CSP)
11am-12pm: Hawk Auditorium IP

Job Search Strategies (WS) 11am V

16

Tailoring your Resume (USO) 8am V

17 18 19

22 23 24 25 26

Career Skills Brief (CSP)
11am-12pm: Hawk Auditorium IP

“Unspoken Career Truths” w/ 
Northrop Grumman (USO) 8am V

Hawk Hiring Fair 11-1 IP VA Claims: Path to Care (WDVA) 0830 
(E7-O6) IP HCC

Navigating USA Jobs & The Federal 
Resume (NAVFAC) 9-11 McChord

VA Claims: Path to Care (WDVA) 1300 
(E1-E6) IP HCC

Linked In as a Job Search Tool (WS)
1pm V

29 30

Career Skills Brief (CSP)
11am-12pm: Hawk Auditorium IP

TSA Career Information (USO) 8am V

Eastern Region Virtual Career Fair 
(RM) 8am-12pm V

The Hawk Calendar is
subject to change.

V = Virtual, IP = In-Person 
Digital copies of this calen- 

dar include direct links; 
please see page 2 for POCs 

if more info is needed.

Career Skills Brief (CSP): If you are unable to attend an in-person Monday CSP Brief please email:
usarmy.jblm.imcom.list.dhr-tap-outreach@army.mil  (provide ETS and training of interest)

** Please see page 2 for Program Contact Information to Register for Starred Events**

September 2025
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Madigan Army Medical Center (MAMC)
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Directorate of Family Morale, Welfare, and Recreation (DFMWR)
At Joint Base Lewis-McChord, the Directorate of Family and Morale, Welfare and 
Recreation (MWR) is more than just a support system—it’s the pulse of the communi-

Useful Links

What makes MWR truly exceptional is its commitment to fostering a sense of belong- 
ing. Every program is designed with the mission in mind: to uplift and empower the 
JBLM community. It’s not just about recreation—it’s about connection, support, and 
thriving together.

To discover all that MWR has to offer, visit jblmmwr.com and start exploring your next
adventure.

General Information
• Find details on MWR programming and special events at JBLM MWR (armymwr.com).

• (Subject to cancellation; please stay tuned to JBLM MWR - Home | Facebook for the latest information.).

• Information on closures and curtailments across MWR can be found here.

• JBLM’s Weekly Welcome Lunch takes place Mondays from noon to 1:30 p.m. at the American Lake Conference 
Center. If the event falls on a federal holiday or Date of No Scheduled Activity (DONSA), it will be held the next 
business day. Families are encouraged to attend.

ty. Whether you're active duty, a family member, retiree, or civilian employee, MWR 
offers a vibrant array of programs designed to enrich lives, build connections, and 
make every day on base more fulfilling.

From world-class fitness centers and outdoor recreation adventures to child care ser- 
vices and cultural events, MWR ensures that the JBLM community has access to top- 
tier amenities. Want to kayak on American Lake, hike Mount Rainier, or join a group 
fitness class? MWR makes it happen. Looking for family-friendly entertainment? Dive 
into seasonal festivals, movie nights, and concerts that bring people together in cele- 
bration.

MWR also supports personal growth and resilience through educational workshops, 
career development resources, and wellness initiatives. Their libraries, arts and crafts 
centers, and leisure travel services open doors to creativity and exploration.
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"MWR at JBLM:
The heartbeat of 

connection, 
wellness, and 

adventure.
Empowering 

every member of 
our community

to thrive— 
together."

MWR Calendar of Events Sounders indoor playground MWR libraries
CYS Registration Bowl Arena Lanes AFCS
Youth Sports & Fitness Outdoor Rec/RV Storage & More BOSS
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From Cribs to Creativity: Child & Youth Services Property Sale
Saturday, Sept. 6, 8 a.m. to Noon
Are you a new parent looking for a great crib? A caregiver hoping to stock your home with high-quality toys that sup- 
port cognitive development and create lasting childhood memories? Then you need to check out the Child & Youth 
Services Property Sale. Browse a selection of new and used CYS items and grab the best deals.

Step In, Stand Out, Get Hired
Monday, Sept. 8, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Bring your resume and head to the NAF Job Fair at Eagle’s Pride Golf Course. You’ll find on-the-spot interviews, sign- 
on bonuses, and competitive benefits — all in one place. No base access is required, and NAF positions are not im- 
pacted by the hiring freeze. Your next opportunity at JBLM could be waiting for you!

Go that Extra Mile!
Saturday, Sept. 20, 9 a.m.

Get ready to hit the pavement, because the first JBLM Half Marathon in years is coming to 
Heritage Hill on McChord Field! Register for the half marathon (13.1 miles), or the additional 
5K and 1K. Medals are included with your registration fee! Soar to new heights and over- 
come your limitations — it’s time to take your performance to supersonic levels.

A Climb to Remember
Sep 9 2025 - Sep 11 2025
Honor the heroes of 9/11 by taking part in the JBLM Stair Climb Challenge. Patrons can sign 
up at any JBLM fitness center and complete 110 floors on the stair climber in remembrance 
of first responders. Your name and time will be posted on a banner at the facility, and partici- 
pants who complete the challenge will earn a commemorative 9/11 “Never Forget” workout 
towel. The event is free to participate.
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“Climb with
purpose—110
floors for the 110 
stories of
courage on 9/11.” 
Honor the fallen, 
challenge
yourself, and 
carry their legacy 
one step at a time 
in the JBLM Stair 
Climb
Challenge.”

MWR is Wunderbar!

Saturday, Sept. 27, 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Get ready to celebrate the season at MWR’s annual Oktoberfest! From live entertainment and games to crafts 
and a bustling flea market, there’s something for everyone to enjoy. Bring the family, grab some friends and 
make a day of it while enjoying all the autumnal fun JBLM has to offer. Admission is free, so don’t miss out on 
this seasonal favorite!

Child and Fancy-Free

Saturday, Sept. 27, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Take a night off while the kids have a blast! Parent’s Night Out is Saturday, Sept. 27, from 4:30 to 9:30 p.m. at 
McChord CDC. For $40 per child, registered CYS participants can enjoy supervised fun while parents enjoy an 
evening to themselves. Spots are limited, so sign up by Sept. 19 to secure your child’s spot.
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Save the Date
• Sept. 6: Child and Youth Services Property Sale
• Sept. 8: NAF Job Fair
• Sept. 9-11: JBLM Stair Climb Challenge
• Sept. 20: JBLM Half-Marathon & 5K/1K
• Sept. 27: Oktoberfest
• Sept. 27: Parent’s Night Out

Fitness Centers and Pools
Visit: https://JBLM.armymwr.com/Categories/SFA for locations, hours and 24/7 access information. MWR is always 
excited to welcome new lifeguard trainees to our team! For more information, see here.

Warrior Zone Activities (WZ is open to DoD ID cardholders 18+)

• Trivia Wednesdays, 7–9 p.m. | Thursday pool tourney, 7 p.m. | Friday night fight games, 7 p.m.
• Scheduled UFC fights; No cover. More activities, location and hours: Warrior Zone :: Joint Base Lewis-McChord :: 

US Army MWR

Texas Roadhouse
Texas Roadhouse is open for dine-in and to-go service (no curbside) Monday–Thursday, 3 – 9 p.m., Friday & Satur- 
day, 11 a.m.–9 p.m. TXRH is currently closed Sunday.
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Directorate of Public Works (DPW)-Environmental
Mark your calendars for Friday, September 27th, as the JBLM Fish and Wildlife Branch invites you to join a special 
celebration of National Public Lands Day from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. This annual event honors the importance of 
public lands and the vital role they play in conservation, recreation, and community connection.

The celebration promises a day filled with hands-on activities, educational exhibits, and opportunities to explore the 
natural beauty of the South Sound prairie ecosystem. Attendees can learn about local wildlife and habitat restoration 
efforts, and engage with biologists and conservation experts who help protect the unique landscapes of Joint Base 
Lewis-McChord.

National Public Lands Day is the largest single-day volunteer effort for public lands in the United States, and JBLM is 
proud to be part of this nationwide movement. Whether you're a seasoned outdoor enthusiast or simply curious about 
the natural world around you, this event offers a meaningful way to connect with nature and learn how you can make a 
difference.
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"Step into the wild side of JBLM this National Public Lands Day—where conservation meets community and 
every trail tells a story."



Directorate of Public Works (DPW)-Transportation System Management
Lewis Main:

• 2nd Division Drive between Bennett Ave and Faith Ave will be limited to one lane of traffic with flaggers from 8 
to 29 SEPT 2025, for American Water to replace a waterline.

• Pendleton Ave at the underpass connecting Lewis Main to Lewis North will be closed to traffic in the evenings 
of Mon., 8 SEP 2025 and Tues., 9 SEP 2025 from 8 pm to 4 am for Atkinsons to set girders for WSDOT's I-5
work. The area will be open to traffic during the day.

• Stryker Ave between S 5th St and S 6th St will be closed for catch basin, stormwater lines, and pavement re- 
placement from 23 JUNE 2025 to 24 SEP 2025.

• Parking Lot/ Motor pool by Bldg 9522, located at the block between S A St, Perry Ave, Tacoma Dr, and Prescott 
Ave in Logistics Area, will be closed for complete pavement reconstruction from 16 JUNE 2025 to 17 OCT 2025.

• Perimeter Road – Davis Hill Housing off Davis Lane will have construction traffic from 7 AUG to 3 OCT 2025 for 
construction of the noise sound wall as part of the WSDOT I-5 Corridor Improvements.

• Collier Ave/ 4th Division Drive near the intersection with have construction traffic with occasional lane closures 
from 21 JUL to 21 OCT 2025 for American Water’s construction of Well #28 and Well House.

• Pendleton Ave at the underpass connecting Lewis Main to Lewis North is planned to have alternating lanes of 
traffic controlled by a temporary traffic signal from 29 SEPT to 26 NOV 2025 for 24 hours per day 7 days a week to 
install security fencing, walls of I-5 roadway, and a sidewalk as part of the I-5 road improvements.

• Madigan Gate is currently planned to be CLOSED from the beginning of October 2025 to mid-January 2026 for 
replacement/relocation of the active barriers and pavement reconstruction at the gate house area. Once the start 
date is confirmed, it will be provided to the community. During the project, the Logistics Gate will be open 24 
hours/7 days a week. During that period, it is highly recommended that motorists consider alternate gates. The 
point of contact for any questions is 253-967-9275.

Lewis North:

• Lewis North Gate – 41st Division Dr will have construction activities from 8 SEP to 19 NOV 2025 to construct 
an advance turnaround before the gate house. The work will be done in three phases.

◊ Phase 1: Outbound traffic will be reduced to one lane with the right lane closed from 7 am to 3 pm, Mon-
day through Friday from 8 SEPT to 13 OCT 2025.

◊ Phase 2: Inbound and Outbound traffic with be reduced to one lane with the left lanes closed from 10 am 
to 6 pm, Monday through Friday from 14 OCT 2025 to 3 NOV 2025.

McChord:

• Barnes Blvd from between 1st St SW to the entrance to J01119 parking and Levitow Blvd to 2nd St will un- 
dergo construction to replace the existing culverts with a bridge at Clover Creek from 31 MAR 2025 to 11 JAN 
2026. The work is scheduled in two phases.
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◊ Phase 1A & 1B: Barnes Blvd from the intersection with Levitow Blvd to the entrance of J01119 parking for 
gas line relocation - Complete.

◊ Phase 2A: Barnes Blvd and Levitow Blvd preparatory activities in area for FULL closure from 20 MAY to 
12 JUNE 2025. Complete.

◊ Phase 2B: Barnes Blvd from 1st St SW to entrance to J01119 parking, and Levitow Blvd from Barnes 
Blvd to B St will be completely closed to traffic 13 JUNE 2025 to 11 JAN 2026.

• Perimeter Road – Eastside of Airfield will be closed for construction to replace the existing culverts with a bridge 
at Clover Creek from 12 MAY to 9 DEC 2025.

• McChord Housing Areas, Cascade Village, Carter Lake, Heartwood, Olympic Grove, Stony Oak, and 
Westcott Hills will be undergoing replacement of power lines and poles work by City Light and Power from mid- 
SEP 2025 to mid-JAN 2026. Work progress involving both shoulder and lane closures with flaggers.

Off-base work by WSDOT:

• I-5 Mounts Rd to DuPont Steilacoom corridor improvements will continue with traffic disruptions from Exit 120 to 
116, through August 2026. Work is scheduled predominately during the day with occasional night operations.
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Religious Support Office (RSO)
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Time to Celebrate!

Celebrate heritage, honor service, and 
embrace tradition at the AFA’s 78th Air 
Force Ball! Join us at The Hotel Murano 
on Saturday, September 27, 2025, from 
1700 to 2200 for an unforgettable evening 
of camaraderie and elegance.

Dress to impress and party with the 
best—it's the first-ever Joint Services 
Ball! From sharp uniforms to dazzling 
gowns, come celebrate all branches in 
one epic night of unity and flair. Ameri- 
can Lake Conference Center , Friday, 
October 17, 2025, 1800–2300. This is 
not your average military function... it's 
the Ball that breaks the mold!
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Santa’s Castle
For over 30 years, Santa’s Castle at Joint Base Lewis-McChord (JBLM) has been a beacon of hope and joy for military 
families during the holiday season. Entirely volunteer-run, this heartwarming initiative ensures that service members 
facing financial hardship can still experience the magic of Christmas with their children. Through generous toy dona- 
tions and the tireless work of “elves,” Santa’s Castle has served more than 24,000 families and brought smiles to over 
53,000 children.

The process is simple but powerful. Command teams at JBLM refer families who may be struggling, and Santa’s Castle 
welcomes them with open arms—no financial documentation required, and no one is turned away. Parents are invited  
to select toys from a festive, well-stocked “castle,” giving them the dignity of choice and the joy of giving. It’s more than 
just gifts—it’s a moment of relief, celebration, and connection.

But this mission can’t happen without volunteers. Each year, around 150 volunteer elves help stock shelves, guide fam- 
ilies through the toy rooms, and ensure the entire operation runs smoothly. Volunteers must be at least 15 years old  
and have base access. Whether you're a high school student looking to give back, a retiree with time to spare, or a mili- 
tary spouse wanting to support your community, there’s a place for you at Santa’s Castle.

The organization also seeks board members and behind-the-scenes support throughout the year. From administrative 
tasks to special events, every helping hand contributes to the success of this cherished program.

If you’re ready to make a difference this holiday season, consider joining the team. You can learn more or sign up to 
volunteer through Santa’s Castle’s official volunteer page. Your time and compassion could be the reason a child 
wakes up to a joyful Christmas morning—and a parent breathes a little easier. Let’s keep the magic alive—together.

https://www.jblmsantascastle.org/volunteer/
https://www.jblmsantascastle.org/volunteer/
https://www.jblmsantascastle.org/volunteer/
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Fisher House
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American Red Cross



Looking for Family Fun...
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Effective 5-Sep-2025, MWR will temporarily close Range 15, our privately owned weapons range.

The closure is expected to last through 2026 and will be reevaluated at that time. During this time, 
the JBLM community is encouraged to visit the Shotgun Shooting Range for firearms recreation or 
explore the new hunting opportunities offered by Outdoor Recreation. We appreciate the support 
and understanding of the JBLM community as we work through these changes,
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Reminder…

JBLM is a
NO DRONE 

ZONE

Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS) flight is prohibited except as specifically authorized by 
the Installation Commander. Unauthorized UAS may be disabled, damaged, destroyed, 
seized, or confiscated.

Unauthorized UAS operators may be subject to criminal prosecution, fines, and loss of 
operator privileges.

Title 10 U.S. Code §130i (where applicable), 49 U.S.C. § 40103(B)(3) & §46307, CFR Parts 
101 and 107
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Armed Services Blood Program
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AAFES



As summer winds down and we look ahead to the changing season, it’s the perfect time to reflect 
on the incredible work and unwavering support provided by the Joint Base Lewis-McChord Garri- 
son. From essential services to enriching programs, the Garrison continues to be the backbone of 
our military community—ensuring that every Soldier, Airman, family member, and civilian feels sup- 
ported, empowered, and connected.

Over the summer, Your JBLM Garrison has delivered a wide range of services that touch nearly 
every aspect of life on base. Whether it’s the seamless coordination of housing and infrastructure, 
the dedication of Child & Youth Services to nurturing young minds, or the tireless efforts of MWR 
teams to create meaningful recreation opportunities, the Garrison’s impact is felt daily. Events like 
Freedom Fest, the PCS Resource Fair, and the recent Back-to-School Bash have brought joy, re- 
sources, and a sense of belonging to thousands.

Behind every program is a team of professionals who go above and beyond—not for recognition, 
but because they believe in the mission and the people they serve. Their commitment ensures that 
JBLM remains not just a place to live and work, but a thriving community where service members 
and families can truly flourish.

To our readers: thank you for staying engaged, informed, and involved. Your feedback, participa- 
tion, and enthusiasm help shape the services we provide and the stories we share. The Rainier 
Explorer exists to spotlight the heart of JBLM—and that heart is you.

As we move into fall, we look forward to continuing this journey together. Whether you're new to the 
base or a longtime resident, know that the Garrison is here for you—ready to serve, support, and 
celebrate all that makes JBLM extraordinary.

Celebrating Service and Community

On this day in U.S. military history, September 5, 1781, the Battle of the Chesapeake—also known 
as the Battle of the Virginia Capes—marked a pivotal moment in the American Revolutionary War. 
The French fleet, commanded by Admiral Comte de Grasse, clashed with the British Royal Navy 
under Rear Admiral Sir Thomas Graves at the mouth of the Chesapeake Bay. Though the battle 
itself was tactically inconclusive, its strategic impact was monumental.

The French victory effectively sealed off British General Lord Cornwallis’s forces at Yorktown, Vir- 
ginia, cutting off any hope of reinforcement or evacuation by sea. This naval blockade allowed 
General George Washington and allied French ground forces to lay siege to Cornwallis’s position, 
culminating in his surrender on October 19, 1781. That surrender marked the beginning of the end 
of British rule in the American colonies and paved the way for the birth of the United States.

For the JBLM community, this anniversary is a reminder of the enduring importance of joint opera- 
tions and international alliances. Just as French naval support proved decisive in 1781, today’s 
service members continue to rely on cooperation across branches and borders to achieve mission 
success.

As we reflect on this historic day, we honor the legacy of those who fought for independence and 
recognize the continued commitment of our military to defend freedom. Whether serving at home 
or abroad, every member of the JBLM family plays a role in upholding the values forged in battles 
like the one at Chesapeake Bay.

The courage and coordination that shaped our nation’s future in 1781 still echo in the service and 
sacrifice we see every day at JBLM.

P.O. Box 339500, MS 1AA
Joint Base Lewis-McChord, WA 98433- 
9500

Phone: 253-477-1077
Email:usarmy.jblm.id-readiness.jblm-hq
-cag@army.mil

USAG JBLM CAG

“Enable-Support-Deliver”

We’re on the Web!

https://home.army.mil/
lewis-mcchord/

A Moment in Military History...
September 5, 1781: The Battle That Turned the Tide

mailto:-cag@army.mil
mailto:-cag@army.mil
https://home.army.mil/lewis-mcchord/
https://home.army.mil/lewis-mcchord/
https://home.army.mil/lewis-mcchord/
https://home.army.mil/lewis-mcchord/
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