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Flooding

• Heavy rain on saturated soil can lead to flooding

• More than half of all flood fatalities are vehicle-related

• It only takes 12 inches of rushing water to carry away a small car

• Turn around, don’t drown!

• Flooding can be caused by snowmelt, ice jams, and heavy rain 

• Never drive into flooded roadways or around barricades
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Flooding
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Severe Thunderstorms

• Severe thunderstorms produce damaging wind and/or 
large hail (along with lightning and tornadoes)

• Take shelter in a sturdy structure away from windows — a 
basement or cellar would be best

•  Being in a vehicle is safer than being outside
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Severe Thunderstorms

• All thunderstorms produce lightning
• Lightning kills an average of 30 people every year
• Take shelter inside a sturdy enclosed structure
• A hard-topped vehicle is also a safe location
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Spring/Summer Severe Weather Definitions
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FLKS FSE 2023 Weather Summary
Severe Weather
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Spring/Summer Severe Weather Definitions

Tornado Watch: (PREPARE to take shelter If in your own building.  If outside 
your building, then proceed to nearest location)
Conditions are favorable for the development of Tornados. They are usually issued for a 
duration of 4 to 8 hours. They normally are issued well in advance of the actual occurrence of 
severe weather. During the watch, people should review tornado safety rules and be prepared 
to move to a place of safety if threatening weather approaches. 

Tornado Warning: (Take shelter immediately)
A Tornado has been indicated by NWS Radar or has been spotted in Leavenworth County. 
Sirens are sounded at this time!  USUALLY issued for a duration of around 30 minutes.

NOTE: The Leavenworth County Emergency Operations Center (EOC) is responsible for 
activating the outdoor sirens. (Tornado Warnings) There can be multiple warnings / siren 
activations.  (Subsequent siren activations do NOT mean all clear.  It means there has been 
another Tornado spotted in the County area).
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Weather Summary
Severe Weather
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USAG FORT LEAVENWORTH
• EMERGENCY RESPONSE
• EMERGENCY OPERATIONS CENTER
• EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PLAN
• COMMUNITY OUTREACH
• EMERGENCY FAMILY ASSISTANCE 

CENTER
• PUBLIC WORKS
• CHAPLAIN SERVICES
• LEGAL SERVICES

COMMUNITY PARTNERS
• LEAVENWORTH & PLATTE 

COUNTY
• AREA HOSPITALS
• MICHAELS HOUSING
• IHG
• AMERICAN RED CROSS
• STATE OF KANSAS
• FEMA
• FORT RILEY

RESILIENT
COMMUNITY

YOU & YOUR FAMILY
• HAVE A PLAN
• MAKE A KIT (Food Water medicine, 

tools, flashlights, generator)
• STAY INFORMED
• BE PREPARED
• FAMILY EMERGENCY PLAN
• PETS

• ALERT!
• SOCIAL MEDIA
• USAG WEBSITE

• VOLUNTEER
• FIRST AID/CPR

• MASS CARE
• EMS
• RESOURCES

Weather Summary
Severe Weather
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Weather Summary

For ALL:
• Ensure ALL personnel are signed up for ALERT! 
• Download MYARMYPOST App
• Download weather app that provides accurate real-time warning
• Know your shelter location (if you must travel to shelter, travel during 

tornado watch, not tornado warning)
• Keep water, food, medicine, blankets, shoes, and tools in shelter 

location.
• Heed warnings from NWS and sirens.

For Leaders and staff:
• Draft and Staff COOP Plans. (include Power Outages)
• Update Accountability Rosters.
• Train Personnel
• Identify & Clean Shelters
• Conduct Drills
• Communicate with Staff and Leadership.
• Prepare your facilities. 
• Build Resiliency.
• Prepare for Recovery.
 
 

Severe Weather
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• Perform an individual risk assessment 
to prioritize your safety and that of your 
family.
 
• Emergency Kit for your home and all vehicles.

• Communication Plan for the family members.

•  Personalized Emergency Action Plan.

• Stay in tune with installation website and local media on weather.

Winter Weather Awareness PAO Messaging
Severe Weather
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