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Guardian are not necessarily official views 
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units.  Editorial content of the Guardian is 
prepared, edited, provided and approved 
by the Public Affairs Office, Joint Readiness 
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Col. CJ Lopez, garrison commander, passes the colors to Com-
mand Sgt. Maj.  Antonio Paparella, as he assumes responsibility 
as Fort Johnson’s senior enlisted leader Dec. 19.  (U.S. Army photo 
by Antoine Aaron)
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https://www.lafurandwildlifefestival.net/
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=894290102875721&set=a.238117775159627
https://www.visitlakecharles.org/event/mlk-festival/34196/
https://www.visitlakecharles.org/event/swlaa-gumbo-cookoff/47805/
https://www.visitlakecharles.org/event/the-history-of-mardi-gras/47792/


Mardi Gras 2025 is officially here!  Jan. 5 (also known as Twelfth 
Night, the evening before Epiphany) marks the start of the Mardi Gras 
season, also known as Carnival. Known for its extravagant parades, 
glamorous costumes and exhuberant atmosphere, Mardi Gras is a 
time of year many people around the world look forward to. However, 
parades aren’t the only fun thing one can  do inside (and outside) of 
Mardi Gras season. Do you ever wonder how those giant, extravagant 
floats are made? Well, look no further than Mardi Gras World!

Blaine Kern’s Mardi Gras World, located in New Orleans, gives you an 
authentic Mardi Gras experience all year round, whether you’re here 
for family vacation, team building activities, New Orleans corporate 
events, or just on your own to experience the magic of the Crescent 
City.

Taking a tour allows visitors to see firsthand what it takes to bring 
Mardi Gras to life year after year. Walk through the hard work and 
extensive planning that goes into this grand event when you tour 
Blaine Kern Studios, an operating workshop that has created 
breathtaking floats for Mardi Gras and other parades around the 
world since 1947.

This all-access opportunity winds you through the massive studio, 
where artists and architects build Mardi Gras floats from the ground 
up. You’ll learn about the history of this unique and festive tradition, 
going beyond its reputation to get a deeper understanding of the real 
Mardi Gras. The whole family will love touring the space where our 
artisans create show-stopping floats for more than 40 parades each 
year.

This New Orleans tour is an experience you’ll want to document. 
There are hundreds of photo opportunities in front of floats and 
props.

For more information visit: https://mardigrasworld.com/

MARDI GRAS 
WORLD
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Fort Johnson hosts Assumption of ResponsibilityFort Johnson hosts Assumption of Responsibility

FORT JOHNSON, La. – Command 
Sgt. Maj. Antonio Paparella assumed 
Fort Johnson’s garrison senior enlisted 
leadership role during an assumption 
of responsibility ceremony, Dec. 19, 
2024 at Warrior Field. 

Soldiers, families and civilians wit-
nessed Paparella receive the garrison 
command colors and formally wel-
comed the Paparella family to the 
installation community.

“I am proud of Command Sgt. Maj. 
Paparella and humbled to be his new 
teammate,” said Col. CJ Lopez, gar-
rison commander. “He is not new to 

JRTC and Fort Johnson, having come from 
the operations group where he was a tacti-
cal and operational expert.”

Paparella was the previous 
command sergeant major of 
2nd Battalion, 4th Infantry 
Regiment, and the command 
sergeant major of Task Force 
3 Operations Group here at 
JRTC and Fort Johnson.

Lopez said that in addition 
to the new challenges intro-
duced with being a garrison 
command sergeant major, 
there will be a personal satis-
faction that comes with lead-
ing the Fort Johnson team to a 
better version of itself.

“Consider the positive impact you 
will make at the enterprise level years 
from now,” he said. 

Paparella stood at the 
podium and expressed 
gratitude for the op-
portunity to lead and 

to the community for 
taking time to attend the 
ceremony.

“To the garrison 
team, I have been noth-
ing but impressed since 
being onboarded,” Pa-
parella said. “If I could 
sum up everything in 
one word it would be 
“professional.”

U. S. Arm
y photos by KAREN SAM
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By Karen Sampson
Fort Johnson Public Affairs Office

Paparella assumes role of garrison senior enlisted leadership 
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Register your weapon today!

109

Firearms registration is mandatory on 
Fort Johnson. That includes 

pistols, shotguns, semi-automatic and 
automatic weapons.

You must fill out form 563 to 
register your weapon. You can pick up the form at the 

Visitor Center or use this link to print out form 563. 

For more information call the 
Visitor Center at 337-531-0380.

To qualify for professional license portability 
under the SCRA, you must:

1. Have moved to a location outside the jurisdiction 
of the licensing authority that issued the covered 
license or certificate because of orders for military 
service.

2. Provide a copy of the military orders to the licens-
ing authority in the new jurisdiction.

3. Have actively usedthe license or certificate during 
the two years immediately preceding the move.

4. Remain in good standing with:
     a. the licensing authority that issued the covered 
license or certificate; and
     b. every other licensing authority that issued a 
license or certificate valid for a similar scope of 
practice and in the discipline applied for in the new 
jurisdiction.

5. Submit to the authority of the licensing authority 
in the new jurisdiction for the purposes of standards 
of practice, discipline and fulfilment of any continu-
ing education requirements.

If these five criteria are met, the service mem-
ber’s or spouse’s covered license or certificate 
shall be considered valid at a similar scope of 
practice and in the discipline applied for the new 
jurisdiction for the duration of the military orders.

Spouses can take professional licenses, certificates with each move

FORT JOHNSON, La. – One 
of the more difficult things for 
military spouses to deal with is 
facing the many challenges of 
a permanent change of station 
every couple of years. 

One of those challenges 
centers around employment, 
especially if they have a career 
based on a professional license 
or certificate.

Military spouses have report-
ed difficulty transferring their 
professional licenses from one 
jurisdiction to another, hinder-
ing their ability to find jobs when 
moving due to military orders. 

Making this part of the pro-
cess easier is a top priority.

The Department of Jus-
tice’s service members and 
Veterans initiative is commit-
ted to protecting those who 
serve and their families. The 
Civil Rights Division enforces 
the service members and their 
dependents with certain civil 
protections related to military 
service.

In January 2023, Congress 
added a new provision to the 
SCRA that allows service mem-
bers and their spouses to use 
their professional licenses and 
certificates when they relocate 
due to military orders, in certain 
circumstances.

If a spouse does have to pay 

for a license or certificate in a 
new state, they may be eligible 
for reimbursement.

Regular Army, Army National 
Guard and U.S. Army Reserves 
are eligible.

They may be reimbursed up 
to  $1,000.

In addition, spouses with small 
businesses may be eligible for 
additional aid for a move.

You can find more information 
about licenses and certifica-
tions reimbursement eligibility 
at Military One Source. 

Stacey Delgado, Employment 
Readiness Program manager, 
encourages spouses, whether 
they need help with the license 
and certificate portability or 
reimbersement issues or any 
other aspect of spouse employ-
ment, to stop by and talk to her 
one on one.

“I really talk to each individual 
and try to gather the information 
I need to help them make a more 
informed and better decision,” 
Delgado said.

For more information and ca-
reer guidence, contact the Fort 
Johnson Employment Readi-
ness Program, Army Commu-
nity Service,  1591 Bell Richard, 
building 920, at 337-531-6922.

Information about this topic 
and other spouse employment 
information can be found on the 
Joint Readiness Training Cen-
ter and Fort Johnson website. 

By Angie Thorne
Fort Johnson Public Affairs Office

https://home.army.mil/johnson/4717/2908/5017/FJ_FORM_563_Registration_of_Personal_Firearms_2.pdf
https://www.justice.gov/servicemembers/professional-license-portability
https://www.justice.gov/servicemembers/professional-license-portability
https://myseco.militaryonesource.mil/portal/article/licensure-reimbursement-pcs-moves
https://home.army.mil/johnson/my-Fort-Johnson/service-members-families#qt0:7
https://home.army.mil/johnson/my-Fort-Johnson/service-members-families#qt0:7
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In case you missed it, BOSS took the holidays by storm
Army trounces La Tech in  Independence Bowl

SHREVEPORT, La. – The 19 th -ranked Army 
Black Knights football team used a punishing 
ground attack and stingy defense to defeat 
the Louisiana Tech Bulldogs 27-6 and win the 
Radiance Technologies Independence Bowl in 
Shreveport Dec. 28.

With the win, Army finished the season 12-2, 
the most wins in the storied history of the Mili-
tary Academy on the banks of the Hudson Riv-
er in New York.

Senior quarterback Bryson Daily led the 
Black Knights in rushing with 127 yards on 27 
carries and three touchdowns to garner the 
game’s Offensive Most Valuable Player award. 
Daily, a soon-to-be Army Infantry second lieu-
tenant, set a record for most touchdowns in 
a season by a college quarterback with 32, 
eclipsing the old mark of 31 set by former Naval 
Academy signal caller Keenan Reynolds who 
set the previous mark in 2013.

Running back Hayden Reed also topped the 
century mark on the ground gaining 114 yards 
on 20 carries. The Army offense totaled 386 
yards on offense, with 325

coming on the ground. The Black Knights 
dominated the time of possession 40:08- 
19:52, and converted four-of-five fourth downs.

Daily put West Point on top 7-0 with a first 
quarter 15-yard touchdown run to cap an 80-
yard drive. Army extended its lead to 14-0 fol-
lowing a 12-yard touchdown run by Reed.

Tech followed that Army 80-yard drive with 
a 27-yard field goal by kicker Drew Henderson 
that made the score 14-3. But Army responded 
with a 21-play, 75-yard drive to extend its lead 
to 21-3 at the half. Daily ended the drive with an 
8-yard run. The 21-play drive set an Indepen-
dence Bowl record for most plays in a drive 
and tied the longest drive in college football in 
2024.

Early in the fourth quarter, Daily found the 
end zone for the third time on the night, his 
32nd of the season. The score was set up on 
a 52-yard reception by TE David Crossan, the 
first reception of his career. On the play, Daily 
eclipsed 1,000 passing yards on the season, 
joining Kelvin Hopkins Jr., class of 2018, as the 
second Army QB to have 1,000 rushing and 
passing yards in a season. Daily’s touchdown 
made the score 27-6, which is how the game 
ended.

By Chuck Cannon
Fort Johnson Public Affairs Office

(Top photos) In the spirit of giving, Fort Johnson’s Better Opportunities for 
Single Soldiers representatives and volunteers hold a toy drive pick up for 
JRTC and Fort Johnson Soldiers and families. 
(Middle pictures) BOSS held a meeting at the Home of Heroes Recreation 
Center to prepare for the many tasks and events of the holiday season.
(Bottom right) They took a moment to celebrate Christmas at the BOSS 
White Elephant Gift Exchange at the Home of Heroes Recreation Center. 
(Bottom right)
(Bottom left) The Natchitoches Convention and Visitors Bureau hosted 
BOSS Soldiers for the Natchitoches Lighted Boat Parade. (Photos courtesy 
BOSS)

The Army Black Knights quarterback, Bryson Daily (13), carries the ball as Louisiana Tech Bulldogs 
linebacker Zach Zimos (21) tries to bring him down during the first half of the Radiance Technol-
ogies Independence Bowl at Independence Stadium, Shreveport, La., Dec. 28. (Photo credit: Danny 
Wild/Imagn Images)

The Army Black Knights celebrate a 27-6 win against the Louisiana Tech Bulldogs to capture the 2024 
Radiance Technologies Independence Bowl Dec. 28 at Independence Stadium, Shreveport, La. (Photo 
credit: Danny Wild/Imagn Images)
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As we prepare for our future, we also reflect on our past. ‘This we’ll defend’ was first 
used as a battle cry by the Continental Army. Today, it reminds us that our Army’s 
purpose is clear: To fight and win the nation’s wars. We remain committed to honing 
our warfighting skills, enforcing standards and discipline, and living the values that 
have defined our Army culture for the past 250 years.
                                                                                          – Gen. Randy A. George,
                                                                                            Chief of Staff of the Army

“

”

1775 2025-

U.S. Army 250th Birthday June 14, 2025

#Army250

The Joint Readiness
Training Center

and Fort Johnson
“Forging the Warrior Spirit”
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For more ideas about how to prevent chronic disease and maintain a 
healthy lifestyle, visit https://www.cdc.gov/
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Fort Johnson military housing communities

By Corvias

Fort Johnson, La. — In October, a project 
to complete four new interactive playgrounds 
wrapped up in Corvias Property Management 
communities at Fort Johnson. Children of all 
ages can enjoy 14 playgrounds and 19 swing 
sets across three military housing neighbor-
hoods on the installation.

Playgrounds are situated throughout the 
communities for convenient resident access. 
Some are located just outside the community 
centers with easy access to pools while oth-
ers are located within a few short strides from 
families’ front doors. Several also incorporate a 
covered picnic area to allow for open-air gath-
erings. 

Modernized playgrounds in Fort Johnson 
military housing communities boast features 
like slides, climbing walls and jungle gyms.

In addition to playgrounds, outdoor recre-
ation space includes pickleball courts, bas-
ketball courts, baseball fields, dog parks and 
resort-style swimming pools. Community 
amenities allow residents to engage with each 
other and stay active to improve well-being.

Amenities like these align with the intent of 

16

Children play on a new playground  in Palmetto Terrace. (U.S. Army photo by Porsha Auzenne)

New playgrounds enhance Corvias gifts a Christmas tree
Corvias gifted Chap. (Capt.) Jacob McCann’s family 
a tree for Christmas.  McCann is currently deployed, 
but his spouse, Andrea McCann and their children, 
Charlotte, 7, and Carson, 11, (below), said they en-
joyed decorating thier tree and thanked Corvias for 
a gift that brightened their spirits during the holiday 
season. Mike Josey (right), Corvias maintenance 
manager for Palmetto Terrace, delivered the tree. 
(Photo courtesy Corvias)

Corvias’ Wellness at Home Program, which 
commits to supporting the well-being, perfor-
mance and resilience of soldiers and their fam-
ilies by boosting indoor living environments. 
While the portfolio-wide implementation of 
the Wellness at Home Program remains con-
tingent upon available funding and Army ap-

proval, Corvias continues to focus on providing 
amenities that contribute to the best possible 
resident experience and holistically support 
military families living in on-post housing.

Find out more about living at Fort Johnson 
by visiting the community website at https://
johnson.corviaspm.com/.  

FORT JOHNSON, La. – Due to the forecast-
ed below freezing temperatures, Corvias asks 
residents to prepare their homes using the 
following tips to help prevent freezing water 
pipes, water leaks and other weather-related 
issues.  

 • Ensure your thermostat is functional and 
set between 65 or 70 degrees in heat mode. 
This is particularly important if you expect to be 
at work or away for an extended period of time.

 • Keep indoor faucets flowing by setting your 
faucets to a slow drip. For maximum effective-
ness, make sure both hot and cold lines are 
opened slightly.  

 •Disconnect hoses attached to outdoor 
plumbing fixtures and make sure they are 
turned off 

 •Open cabinet doors under the bathroom 
and kitchen sinks to let warm air from your 
home circulate around the pipes.

 • If your water pressure decreases, open the 
cold water faucet nearest the frozen pipe to 
relieve the pressure of expanding ice that may 
cause a pipe to burst.

 •Ensure you know where water shut-off 
valves are. This will help turn water off and will 

By Corvias

Corvias offers tips as below freezing temperatures hit Fort Johnson 
assist the Corvias maintenance team in the 
event of an emergency.

 •Close garage doors.  This will help keep 
cold air out of your home and other appliances 
that might be located in the area.

 • Bring potted plants and pets indoors.
 •If freezing precipitation occurs with the cold 

weather, you should be prepared for possible 
power outages.

If residents experience a power outage and 
choose to utilize a portable generator or can-
dles, please practice caution and safety.  

•Never use a generator indoors or in en-
closed spaces such as garages.   

•Make sure a generator has 3 to 4 feet of 
clear space on all sides and above it to ensure 
adequate ventilation.   

•Do not use a generator outdoors if its place-
ment is near doors, windows and vents that 
could allow carbon monoxide to enter your 
home or a neighbor’s home.    

•Never leave a burning candle unattended.  
•Keep burning candles out to the reach of 

children, pets or any flammable object.   
If you experience a maintenance emergency 

such as a water leak, frozen pipes, power loss 
or if your heater is not working, please contact 
the Maintenance Hotline at: 337-537-5050 or 

866-436-2047. 
 As a reminder, the Resident Portal is for rou-

tine requests only. Please do not use the Portal 
App for emergency requests to minimize de-
lays in receiving and responding to your work 
order request.

 If you are currently away from your home 
for an extended period of time, please con-
tact your community office. A dedicated team 
member will visit your home to prepare for the 
freezing temperatures.

https://johnson.corviaspm.com/
https://johnson.corviaspm.com/
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Talking Point #5
Team of Team of 

Professionals:Professionals:
The Joint Readiness 
Training Center and 

Fort Johnson TAP team 
is passionate about 

providing a professional 
service that enables our 

customers to achieve 
a comfortable and 

successful transition from 
military service.

Find out more at
armytap.army.mil

TRANSITION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

18



19 20

:



21

The Directorate of Emergency Services Traffic Division 
will release the following vehicles to MWR for disposal if 
they remain unclaimed. Vehicles are listed with the last 
four of their VIN number. If one of these vehicles belongs 
to you, please contact the Fort Johnson Police Traffic Di-
vision at 337-531-1806, 6675 or 2675.

Check VIN numbers

2008
2016
UNK
UNK
UNK
UNK	
2001
2000
2006
2004
2003
2011
2018
2002
2004
2016
2015
2017	

Yamaha
Yamaha
UNK
UNK
McClain
UNK	
Ford
Ford
Nissan
Cadillac
Ford
Chevrolet
Ford
Ford
Infinity
Hyundai
Chevrolet
Lincoln

R6
R3
Boat trailer
Kayak trailer
Boat trailer
M/C trailer 
F150
Ranger
350Z
Escalade
Crown Victoria
Cruz
Eco Sport
Mustang
G35
SUV
Camero
MK Z

5446
2153
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
0450
3852
4586
5765
2046
6489
1215
6793
5369
7506
4295
9372
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MARTIN 
LUTHER 
KING, JR. DAY

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, 
observed on the third 
Monday of January each 
year, marks the birthday 
of the civil rights leader 
and activist. In 1994, 
Congress designated 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Day as a national day 
of service, so this year is 
the 30th anniversary of 
this commemoration. The 
theme this year, “A Day On, 
Not a Day Off,” encourages 
individuals to dedicate the day to 
community service in remembrance  of  
King’s  remarkable  legacy and to instill his principles 
of unity and equality  throughout the world.

“Life’s most persistent and urgent question 
is: What are you doing for others?”

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. dedicated his 
life to a dream of equality and challenged 

the nation to not judge people by the color 
of their skin, but by the content of their 

character.

The Army is committed to the ideals of 
King and on this national day of service, 

honors his dedication to equity and 
inclusion.

The Army welcomes any person who 
is qualified to serve, regardless of 

background. 

– Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Civil Rights activist
Army Veteran Impact

“Keep them Rolling”; 82 Days on the Red Ball 
Express. (Photo courtesy of U.S. Army)
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“A Day On, Not a Day Off.” Black veterans like the ones who were 
members of the brave “Red Ball Express,” 

were crucial to Allied victory but were 
denied their rights as American citizens 

upon their return home.

The treatment of returning World War 
II veterans galvanized a young King 

and led to his 1946 letter to the Atlanta 
Constitution condemning the murder 

of Army Veteran George Dorsey, his 
wife, and two others, writing, “We want 
and are entitled to the basic rights and 

opportunities of American citizens.”

Army Commitment

The U.S. Army is dedicated to building high 
performing and cohesive teams in inclusive 

environments.

Diversity of experiences, values and 
talents help the Army maintain a viable 

advantage in the competition for talent.

TRANSITION
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
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No Army or federal endorsement implied.

Offering professional photos for 
all who attend.


