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Fort Jackson  Public Affairs

Fort Jackson is tran-
sitioning to the Auto-
mated Installation Entry 
system, which allows 
visitors to pre-register 
online to speed their in-
stallation access.

“This system auto-
mates background checks and links access 
passes directly to a visitor’s physical driver’s 
license or state ID, significantly reducing 
gate wait times and the need to visit the Visi-
tor Control Center,” said Rick Riley, installa-
tion security officer.

Pre-registration streamlines entry opera-
tions and enhances security. It eliminates the 
manual processing of personally identifiable 
information via email and reduces “bottle-
necking” at VCCs during large events like 
graduations.

“While the system is currently live com-
pliance becomes mandatory for all visitors, 
Aug. 1,” he said.

Riley added any visitor without a Depart-
ment of War ID card will need to register 
including Family members attending Basic 
Combat Training graduations, contractors, 
vendors, and civilian guests. 

Visitors register using a secure web-
based portal for pre-vetting and registration. 
They would visit AIE system at https://pass.
aie.army.mil, or scanning a QR code, where 
they submit personal information (name, 
SSN, ID number) for a National Crime In-
formation Center background check. Once 
approved, the pass is digitally “embedded” 
on the user’s ID card for scanning at the gate.

Pre-registered visitors can proceed di-
rectly to access control points without stop-
ping at a VCC.. 

Riley added the system requires a phys-
ical, state-issued ID noting that digital IDs 
are not authorized for installation access 
vetting. 

Online applications 
should be submitted at least 
three to 30 days prior to the 
visit in order to confirm ac-
cess. Applicants will be given 
status updates (approval/de-
nial) via text message to the 
applicant’s mobile phone.

Veterans holding a Vet-
eran Health Identification 
Card, or VHIC, do not need 
to use the web portal for tem-
porary passes. Instead, they 
must visit a VCC once to reg-
ister their VHIC into the AIE 
system. After that initial reg-
istration, they can scan their 
VHIC directly at the gates for 
post access.

Background Check 
Disqualifications

NCIC III background 
check will flag and deny entry 
for several reasons to include:
n	 Active arrest war-

rants.
n	 Certain felony 

convictions within the past 
10 years (especially violent 
crimes, sex offenses, or drug 
distribution).
n	 Registered sex of-

fender status.
n	 Being barred from 

Fort Jackson or any other fed-
eral installation.

Prohibited Items & 
Gate Searches
n	 Search Consent: By 

entering Fort Jackson, all per-
sonnel and vehicles are subject to random 
administrative searches.
n	 Weapons Policy: Privately-owned 

firearms are strictly regulated. Visitors can-
not bring firearms onto the installation 
without prior written approval from the gar-

rison commander and registration with the 
Provost Marshal Office, even if they hold a 
state concealed carry permit (CWP/CCW). 
State permits are not recognized on federal 
installations.
n	 Marijuana/CBD: Despite any state 

laws, marijuana and many CBD products 

remain illegal on federal property and will 
result in confiscation and potential federal 
citations.

More information about accessing Fort 
Jackson visit: https://home.army.mil/jackson/
about/Garrison/DES/physical-security/ac-
cess-control
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A retiree has his blood 
pressure checked 
during the Retiree 

Health and Benefits 
Expo held May 16 at 
the Solomon Center. 

The Expo was part of 
Retiree Appreciation 
Days held May 14-16.

See Pages 6-7

2
Fort moving to automated pre-registration  for post access

A Soldier has her identification scanned upon entering Fort Jackson. The post is tran-
sitioning to the Automated Installation Entry system that is aimed at speeding up 
access to the installation. 

Leader file photo
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Jackson welcomes Shoaf as post sergeant major

Second graders Peyton Nottage and Apu Munoz-Acfalle lead the pack in the three-
legged race during the C.C. Pinckney Elementary School’s Field Day, May 13.

C.C. Pinckney Elementary 
School

Laughter, cheers, and a burst of 
red, white, and blue energy filled the 
air as the Pinckney Patriots took over 
the field on May 13 for one of the 
most exciting days of the year—Field 
Day at CCP Elementary.

Led by Coach Jahmael McMil-
lan, the day was packed with smiles, 
teamwork, and just the right amount 
of friendly competition.

Designed with Department of War 
Education Activity physical education 
standards in mind, Field Day gave 
students a chance to show what they 
know while having a blast. Patriots 
dashed through relay races, worked 
together in team challenges, and test-
ed their skills in activities that kept 
their hearts pumping and their spirits 
soaring. Every station was a chance to 
move, laugh, and learn—proving that 
staying active can be seriously fun!

McMillan, who is also a physical 
education teacher at Pierce Terrace 
Elementary School, said it was one his 
favorite days of the year because it al-
lows students “a chance to experience 
healthy competition while creating 
lasting memories.” 

He added it was even more fun 
having classes striving for recognition 
as the school’s best.

From start-line jitters to victory 
cheers, the energy was electric. Stu-
dents hyped each other up, celebrated 
every effort, and showed what it tru-
ly means to be a Pinckney Patriot—
kind, supportive, and full of school 
pride. The race for the coveted class 
trophy had everyone giving it their 
all, but the biggest win of the day was 
the joy shared across the field.

A special congratulations goes out 
to this year’s winning classes for their 
outstanding teamwork and effort. 
Each winning class proudly received 
a trophy to display in their classroom 
as a reminder of their hard work and 

victory:
n	 Grade 2:  Jane Lewis’ class
n	 Grade 3: Jessica Hubbard’s 

class
n	 Grade 4: Dr. Patty Cleve-

land’s class
n	 Grade 5: Donna Boston’s 

class
n	 Grade 6: Schletha Baker’s 

class
Beyond the games, Field Day 

brought the entire school together. 
Teachers, staff, and students joined in 
the fun, creating a positive, welcom-
ing atmosphere where everyone felt 
like part of the team. It was the kind 
of day that students will talk about 
for years—the kind that brings a little 
nostalgia even before it’s over.

As the day wrapped up, Patriots 
left with tired legs, big smiles, and 
hearts full of unforgettable memories. 
Field Day wasn’t just a celebration—it 
was a reminder of the power of team-
work, movement, and community.

CCP’s fun, friendly, 
full-throttle field day

Emma Leatherwood, a second 
grader at C.C. Pinckney Ele-
mentary School,  competes 
in the Hula Hoop event during 
the school’s field day. 

Photos by ROBERT TIMMONS



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Death Notice
This notice serves as a death notice ad-
visory for all those in possession of the 
property of Staff Sgt. Chandler O. Smith, 
as well as those whom the deceased is 
indebted, or those indebted to the de-
ceased. Please contact 2nd Lt. Erin E. 
Conway, Summary Courts Martial Officer 
with questions or concerns at (571) 426-
2831 or email erin.e.conway.mil@army.
mil. 

ID Card Office Closure
The Fort Jackson ID Card Office will be 
closed May 27-29 for essential equip-
ment upgrades. Normal operations will 
resume at 8 a.m. June 1.  Personnel are 
encouraged to review ID expiration dates 
and schedule necessary renewals in ad-
vance of this closure to ensure mission 
readiness.

Army Birthday Ball
5 p.m., June 13, 1917 
Club. Join Fort Jack-
son in celebrating the 
251st Birthday of the 
U.S. Army at the Army 
Birthday Ball.  Tickets 
are currently on sale and can be pur-
chased by scanning the QR code..  Addi-
tional information is on the Eventbrite site. 

Gate 5 Hours
Fort Jackson’s Gate 5 off Leesburg Road 
is now open in the evening until 6 p.m.  
The new hours for Gate 5 are Monday 
through Friday 5-8 a.m. and 3-6 p.m. 

Privately Owned Weapons Range
The post is exploring the potential devel-
opment of a Privately Owned Weapons 
Range at Fort Jackson and are request-
ing community input to help assess inter-
est and overall need. Your feedback is 
essential in determining whether this ca-

pability would be beneficial to Soldiers, 
Families, and authorized users on the 
installation. The results of this survey 
will directly inform future planning and 
decision-making efforts. Please take a 
few minutes to complete the survey us-
ing the following link: https://forms.osi.
apps.mil/r/7MaSpA2qva. Deadline for 
completion is today. For more informa-
tion, call  Dr. Scottie Thomas at (803) 
751-2494

Storm Drain Repairs
The Directorate of Public Works began-
repairing storm drain culverts on parts of 
roads across Fort Jackson, April 6. 
The roads and dates of repairs are:
n 5th Division Rd (until June 7) 
n Marion Avenue & Cherbourgh Street 
(June 8 - 30)
Detour signs will be placed near the re-
pair areas and motorists should expect 
longer travel time due to road closure 
and plan accordingly. The schedule is 
subject to change based on weather, 
but updates will be provided throughout 
the repair. For questions, call (520) 671-
8550.

Virtual ArmyIgnitED 101
IMCOM ACES has launched a virtual 
ArmyIgnitED 101 to meet regulatory re-
quirements for Soldiers new to Tuition 
Assistance. The updated ArmyIgnitED 
101 video can be accessed at: https://
homeadmin.army.mil/imcom/index.php/
customers/ACES.  The ArmyIgnitED 101 
video is mandatory for all Soldiers new 
to Tuition Assistance and Credentialing 
Assistance.

COMMUNITY EVENTS

SATURDAY
Weston Lake Beach Opening
The Directorate of Family and Morale, 
Welfare and Recreation partners with 
the Directorate of Public Works to host 

the Recycle Regatta during the opening. 
Paddle Boats, Paddle Boards, Kayaks, 
Canoes will be free to use. Games and 
Beach Access. CYS Kids Zone with 
Bounce Houses and Crafts. Live Music 
from the 282nd Army Band. Food and 
Beverage sales available. For more in-
formation, call (803) 751-5253.

Palmetto Falls Water Park Opening
The wait is finally over. Join us for ope-
ning day at Fort Jackson Palmetto Falls 
Water Park. For details on season pas-
ses, call (803) 751-4796.

Gullah Festival
7 a.m. to 7 p.m., Strom Thurmond Bldg.
Join Army Community Service for a his-
torical trip tothe Original Gullah Festival 
located in Beaufort, S.C. Advanced re-
gistration is required by tomorrow. For 
more information, call (803) 751-5256.

MAY 28
Run to Remember
6 a.m., Darby Field. A Memorial Day 
event honoring the men and women 
who died while serving in the U.S. mili-
tary, reflecting on their sacrifices and the 
freedom they secured for the nation. For 
more information, call (803) 751-3700. 

MAY 29
Skills Challenge
5-7 p.m., Coleman Fitness Center. Show 
your skills and join the challenge. For 
more information, call (803) 751-6272. 

Stronger Together Community Fair
4-6 p.m., MWR Central at the Solomon 
Center. Army Community Service’s New 
Parent Support Program is holding a day 
of wellness in support of Mental Health 
Awareness Month. For more information, 
call (803) 751-5256.

Family/Volunteer of the Year
3:30 p.m., Down Range Bar.  Fort Jack-

son will recognize outstandings volun-
teers during the Leaders Call May 29.   
For more information, call (803) 751-
5444

JUNE 6
Whitewater Rafting Trip
7:30 a.m. to 6 p.m., Charlotte. Join Fort 
Jackson Outdoor Recreation for a day 
adventure at the U.S. National Whi-
te-water Center in Charlotte. Your trip 
will include white-water rafting, zip lines, 
rock climbing, mountain biking and more. 
Transportation included. The tour picks 
up and drops off at MWRCentral. Regis-
ter at MWR Central. The trip costs $120 

Community Updates
Fort Jackson
Movie Schedule
3319 Jackson Blvd. 
Phone: 751-7488

MAY 23
n The Mandalorian and Grogu 
(PG-13)

MAY 27
n The Mandalorian and Grogu 
(PG-13)

MAY 30
n Masters of the Universe (PG-
13)

l All shows start at 2 p.m.
lTicket sales open 30 minutes be-
fore each movie.
l Movie times and schedule are sub-
ject to change without notice.

THE FORT JACKSON

LEADER
SEND ALL

SUBMISSIONS TO
usarmy.jackson.93-sig-bde.mbx.atzj-pao@

army.mil

Deadline for events to be included in the Com-
munity Updates is one week before publication. In-
clude the time, date and place the event will occur, 
as well as other necessary information. 

If you submit an article on an event that already 
has taken place, please send it as soon as pos-
sible. Tuesday is the last day we will we be able 
to accept an article for publication the following 

Thursday. Include the date and place of the event, 
as well as a description of what took place. Please 
include quotations, if possible. 

With any photo you submit, include IDs — rank, 
unit, and first and last names. All submissions will 
be edited and published using Associated Press 
Style.

Questions? Call (803) 751-3615. 

See EVENTS: Page 10
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By ELIJAH CORNISH
Army News Service 

Since October 2025, when Secretary of 
War Pete Hegseth directed the establish-
ment of a department-wide Barracks Task 
Force, the Army has accelerated efforts to 
improve Soldier living conditions, mod-
ernize aging facilities and strengthen qual-
ity-of-life investments across installations. 
The initiative reinforced that barracks are 
not simply infrastructure; they are a read-
iness issue directly tied to lethality, reten-
tion, recruiting and Soldier trust.

Across the Army enterprise, efforts are 
underway to modernize how barracks 
are planned, funded, maintained and de-
livered while addressing long-standing 

infrastructure deficiencies. Recent efforts 
have included targeted renovations, new 
construction projects, digital moderniza-
tion initiatives and accelerated investment 
strategies to improve day-to-day living 
conditions for Soldiers.

Through the One Big Beautiful Bill Act 
funding provided via the Barracks Task 
Force, the Army has made several key in-
vestments, including:
n $20 million in new furniture for 40 

installations, impacting over 106,000 Sol-
diers
n $59 million in work orders for light-

ing, plumbing, mold remediation and 
door locks
n $405 million in repair and modern-

ization projects across all components for 

major renovations
The Army has also highlighted innova-

tive approaches to modernizing barracks 
infrastructure. At Fort Bliss, Texas, the 
Army partnered with industry and gov-
ernment stakeholders to deliver 3D-print-
ed barracks, demonstrating how emerg-
ing technologies can reduce construction 
timelines while improving quality and re-
siliency.

The Army has also advanced initia-
tives to improve barracks connectivity and 
quality of life for Soldiers living in Army 
facilities. Efforts have included pilot pro-
grams expanding access to free Wi-Fi in 
barracks, increased inspections and facil-

Leader file photo
Fort Jackson senior enlisted leaders walk thorugh the single Soldier barracks room in 2022.

Army advances barracks modernization

See BARRACKS: Page  9

C.C. Pinckney Elementary School

C.C. Pinckney’s annual Staff vs. Sixth 
Grade Kickball Competition stepped up 
to the plate once again, May 14, delivering 
a high-energy showdown packed with big 
plays, loud cheers, and undeniable school 
spirit! When the final out was called, the staff 
squad secured a decisive 8–2 win, proving 
they still have plenty left in the tank.  This 
wasn’t just a game—it was a full-on event. 

Students in grades 2 through 6 filled the 
sidelines like a roaring crowd, turning the 
field into CCP’s version of a championship 
arena. Fans came ready, rallying behind 
their favorite team with cheers, chants, and 
sideline energy that never let up.  Some root-
ed for the sixth graders, hoping for a break-
out upset, while others backed the seasoned 
staff, confident in their veteran experience 
and clutch performance ability.

From the opening kick, both teams came 
out swinging. The sixth graders showed 
hustle and heart, stringing together solid 
base hits and putting pressure on the staff 
defense. Their two runs came from smart 
base running and well-placed kicks, draw-
ing huge reactions from the crowd.  But the 
staff played like a well-coached team with 
championship composure. They executed 
in all phases of the game—dropping in pre-
cision kicks, turning quick outs in the field, 
and capitalizing on scoring opportunities. 
Their offense found its rhythm early, build-
ing a steady lead inning by inning until the 
scoreboard read 8–2 in their favor!

The game featured plenty of high-
light-reel action. There were booming kicks 
that sent the ball deep into the outfield, forc-
ing defenders to chase it down, and quick 
sprints around the bases that had fans on 
the edge of their seats.  Defensively, both 
teams made impressive stops—snagging 
line drives, making clutch catches, and tag-
ging runners out in close plays at the bas-
es. A few “bang-bang” plays at home plate 
sparked playful debate, adding to the com-
petitive atmosphere.  And of course, the 
crowd favorite moments came when staff 
members showed unexpected athleticism—
proving they could still go all out and make 
game-changing plays when it counted.

Pinckney staff 
takes 8-2 win
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By ROBERT TIMMONS
Fort Jackson Public Affairs

“It’s a beautiful day here on Fort 
Jackson,” said Col. Dave Gaugush, 
garrison commander, to a group of re-
tirees attending the Retiree Health and 
Benefits Expo at the Solomon Center, 
May 16.

“It’s a pleasure to be here, it’s a great 
event,” he added while opening up the 
final event of Fort Jackson’s Retiree 
Appreciation Days. “It is just a matter 
of time before (Garrison) Command 
Sgt. Maj. (Brie) Kotula, and I join our 
teammates here as retirees. I am look-
ing forward to joining that next team.”

A host of other agencies were repre-
sented at the Expo aimed at providing 
information to retirees about benefits 
and services provided for them.  Those 
agencies included Moncrief Army 
Health Clinic who provided health 
screenings and counseling booths. ID 
Card services was open that day as 
well as the Exchange and Commissary 
who held special sales. 

Retiree Appreciation Days is an 
annual three-day event aimed at hon-
oring the military retirees for their 
service to the nation. The Columbia, 
South Carolina area is home to a large 
number of military retirees who access 

services at Fort Jackson.
The event started May 14 with a 

retiree breakfast and a special recogni-
tion at a Basic Combat Traning grad-
uation event where retired Maj. Gen. 
Todd B. McCaffrey, South Carolina’s 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs, gave key-
note remarks.

A Retiree Golf Tournament high-
lighted the second day with the Expo 
completing the third and final day.

“For more than 250 years, America’s 
Army has defended this Nation and 
our way of life,” McCaffrey said. “The 
lineage of service is represented on the 
field today and by those in the stands. 
Career Soldiers who are transitioning 
or have transitioned to become Soldiers 
for Life, and new Soldiers stepping into 
the gaps in the line after their departure 
is illustrative of both our Army’s and 
our Nation’s journey.”

He thanked the retirees for all they 
have done for the country.

“You have served in peace time and 
in war, and you depart active service 
that made a lasting impact most ap-
propriately captured by the hundreds 
of new Soldiers that now take your 
place,” McCaffrey said. “Our Nation 
owes you our collective gratitude.”

(Editor’s note: Sgt. 1st Class Dana 
Clarke contributed to this article.)

Military retirees attend the Retiree Health and Benefits Expo at the Fort Jackson Solomon Center, May 16.

Post recognizes 
military retirees

John Hughes, Directorate of Emergency Services director, watches as his ball rolls to 
the cup on Hole 1 of the Wilcat Course during the Fort Jackson Retiree Appreciation 
Golf Tournament held May 15. Todd Shepherd drives off the second tee during the golf tourney.

Photo by ROBERT TIMMONS 
Attendees share a laugh at the retiree Expo, May 16. 

Photo by SGT. 1ST CLASS DANA CLARKE Photo by SGT. 1ST CLASS DANA CLARKE
Col. Dave Gaugush, garrison commander, speaks at the Expo.

Photo by SGT. 1ST CLASS DANA CLARKE



FORT JACKSON LEADER8

By SGT. MAJ. ALEXANDER CROTEAU
Army Materiel Command 

Army Materiel Command announced its 2026 Best 
Squad, recognizing the top Soldiers who excelled during 
a demanding four‑day competition designed to test readi‑
ness, lethality and teamwork under conditions mirroring 
large‑scale combat operations.

AMC Command Sgt. Maj. J. Garza commended the 
competitors for their discipline and resilience, noting that 
the event showcases the Army’s commitment to building 
cohesive, strong squads capable of thriving in contested en‑
vironments.

“These Soldiers are a true testament to commitment, de‑
sire, and will to win.” Garza said, “They represent themselves, 
their units, the Army and most importantly our nation.”

Competitors from across the enterprise faced a contin‑
uous, high‑tempo series of events that included the combat 
water survival assessment, ruck marches, weapons qualifica‑
tions on the M17 handgun, M320 grenade launcher, M249/
M240/M2 machine guns, and M4 assault rifle, a casualty 
evacuation challenge, day‑into‑night land navigation, expert 
medical, infantry and Soldier tasks, 500 meter swim and the 
Army’s new Combat Field Test.

The winners of the 2026 AMC Best Warrior and Squad 
Competition are:

Squad leader and NCO of the Year: Staff Sgt. Timothy 
Maynard, Installation Management Command Director‑
ate-Europe

Team leader and Soldier of the Year: Spc. Ethan Rieck, 
Installation Management Command Directorate-Europe

Team member: Spc. Kwesi Cook, Communications-Elec‑
tronics Command

Team member: Spc. Christian Guzman, Installation 
Management Command-Training and Transformation Di‑
rectorate

Team member: Spc. Colton Kittrell, Aviation and Missile 
Command

The alternates are:
Squad leader: Staff Sgt. Ethen O’Dell, Installation Man‑

agement Command Directorate-Europe
Squad member: Spc. Josiah Edness, Installation Manage‑

ment Command Directorate-Europe
Squad member: Pfc. Erick Baptista, Communica‑

tions-Electronics Command
“These competitors did not arrive here by chance,” said 

Sgt. Maj. Chan’nel Black, AMC’s operations sergeant major 
and overseer of the competition. “They earned the opportu‑
nity to compete because their commands saw in them the 
qualities we expect from the Army’s best: competence, char‑
acter, fitness, discipline and commitment to the Profession 
of Arms.”

The winning squad will represent AMC at the Army-lev‑
el Best Squad Competition later this year at Fort Benning, 

Soldiers compete in the ruck march portion of the Army Materiel Command’s Best Squad com-
petition.

Photo by SGT. AARON TROUTMAN

AMC names 2026 Best Squad after intense competition 
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Fort Jackson saluted the service of Staff Sgt. Timeka Artis, from 2nd Brigade 
Combat Team, 1st Armored Division, and Staff Sgt. Kristopher M. Hester, from 
the Leader Training Brigade, during the 1st Battalion, 13th Infantry Regiment 
graduation held May 14 at Hilton Field.

Across Fort Jackson

Photo by NATHAN CLINEBELLE

zation across Army commands and in-
stallation management organizations to 
prioritize repairs and modernization.

The Barracks Task Force is part of 
a broader effort to transform Army 
installations into resilient operational 
platforms capable of sustaining readi-
ness, supporting Soldiers and enabling 
the Army mission in competition, crisis 
and conflict.

Assistant Secretary of the Army for 
Installations, Energy and Environment 
Jordan Gillis has emphasized three core 
transformation priorities guiding the 
Army’s installation modernization ef-
forts:
n Leverage outside and alternate fi-

nance
n Make the most of the funds we 

have
n Drive Army interest through stra-

tegic engagement
These priorities are helping shape 

how the Army approaches barracks 
modernization by accelerating proj-
ect delivery, improving stewardship of 
existing resources, strengthening ac-
countability and identifying innovative 
ways to improve Soldier quality of life 
at installations across the force.

Gillis said installations must be 
viewed as operational platforms that 
directly enable readiness and lethality.

“Army installations directly enable 

readiness, power projection and lethal-
ity,” Gillis said. “Improving barracks 
conditions is about ensuring Soldiers 
live in facilities that reflect the profes-
sionalism and standards they deserve.”

The effort is intended to drive lasting 
change, not simply temporary repairs. 
The initiative seeks to improve gover-
nance, accelerate project delivery, pri-
oritize high-risk facilities and ensure 
investments remain aligned with Sol-
dier needs and mission readiness.

Sgt. Major of the Army Michael R. 
Weimer has emphasized that barracks 
conditions directly impact morale, dis-
cipline, readiness and retention.

“Our Soldiers live the Army profes-
sion every day, and they deserve facili-
ties that support their health, well-be-
ing and readiness,” Weimer said.

Recent senior leader engagements 
have further reinforced the urgency of 
the issue. Gillis has visited installations 
including Fort Meade, Maryland; Fort 
Polk, Louisiana; Fort Bliss, Texas; and 
U.S. Army Garrison Hawaii to assess 
barracks conditions and engage directly 
with Soldiers and installation leaders.

The visits reinforce the Army’s 
commitment to accountability, Soldier 
quality of life and ensuring moderniza-
tion efforts translate into measurable 
improvements at the installation level.

While work remains, the Barracks 
Task Force represents a long-term com-
mitment to ensuring Soldiers live and 
work in facilities that reflect the pro-
fessionalism, standards and readiness 
expectations of the Army.

Barracks
Continued from Page 5

Fort Jackson single Soldier barracks room circa 2020

Leader file photo

Pierce Terrace Elementary School student Andreas R. proudly displays his 
classroom writing and AI-generated project celebrating his military family. In. 
Charlene Harris’ kindergarten class, students reflected on what it means to be a 
military-connected child. 

Courtesy photo
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FAITH GROUP					     DAY				    TIME			  PLACE

CATHOLIC MASS					     SUNDAY			   9:30-10:30 A.M.	 MAIN POST CHAPEL
CATHOLIC MASS					     MONDAY-FRIDAY		  NOON			  MAIN POST CHAPEL
GOSPEL SERVICE					     SUNDAY			   10:30 A.M.		  KINGS MOUNTAIN CHAPEL
GENERAL PROTESTANT				    SUNDAY			   11 A.M. TO NOON	 MAIN POST CHAPEL

INITIAL ENTRY TRAINING			   DAY				    TIME			  PLACE
CATHOLIC MASS					     SUNDAY			   8-9 A.M.		  SOLOMON CENTER
193rd Brigade PROTESTANT SERVICE		  SUNDAY			   9:30-10:30 A.M.	 SOLOMON CENTER
165th Brigade PROTESTANT SERVICE		  SUNDAY			   11 A.M. to NOON	 SOLOMON CENTER
CHURCH OF CHRIST					    SUNDAY			   9-10 A.M.		  CENTURY DIVISION CHAPEL

ANGLICAN						      SUNDAY			   9:30-10 A.M.		  LIGHTNING CHAPEL
ISLAMIC SERVICE					     SUNDAY			   8-9 A.M.		  LIGHTNING CHAPEL
JEWISH SERVICE					     SUNDAY			   10:30-11:30 A.M.	 120TH AG BN (for trainees in 120th 	
														              only)
THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF 
LATTER DAY SAINTS					    SUNDAY			   10:30 A.M. to NOON	 CENTURY DIVISION CHAPEL
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per person. For more information, call 
803 751-3484.

JUNE 18
Juneteenth Fun Run
6 p.m., Palmetto Falls Water Park. This 
run takes place at night. For more infor-
mation, or to register, call (803) 751-3700.

JUNE 25
Skills Challenge - Pickle Ball
5-7 p.m., Perez Gym. Show off your pick-
le ball skills. Join the challenge. For more 
information, call (803) 751-6272. 

JUNE 27
Charleston Fishing Trip
4:45 a.m., MWR Central at the Solomon 
Center. Travel to Charleston with our 
Outdoor Recreation team and join one of 
three charter fishing boats for a four-hour 
fishing trip. Fish for sheepshead, black 
drum, red fish, trout and maybe even a 
shark. Groups of six or more will be split 
across different boats. Outdoor Recrea-
tion will provide transportation and coo-
lers. Cost covers: transportation, license, 
bait and tackle. For more information, or 
to register, call (803) 751-3476

JUNE 30
Community Information Exchange
2 p.m., 1917 Club. Fort Jackson wants to 

hear from you. The Fort Jackson commu-
nity is invited to come and find out about 
post happenings. For more information, 
call (803) 751-1711.

JULY 4
Independence Day Celebration
4 p.m., HIlton Field. Come celebrate Ame-
rica’s 250th Birthday, Fort Jackson style. 
Gates open at 4 p.m. and with fireworks 
starting at 9 p.m.. Steve Ray Ladson and 
the 282d Army Band headline the event  
that is open to the public.Therre will be 
food trucks galore. fireworks, carnival ri-
des for children, a hot dog eating contest, 
static display with role players, a car and 
jeep show, and more. For more informa-
tion, call (803) 751-3476.

JULY 11
The Flea Market
8 a.m. to noon. MWR Central Parking Lot. 
Come join the Directorate of Family and 
Morale, Welfare and Recreation for a 
Flea Market. Stalls are on sale now.  The-
re will be household goods, tools, clothes, 
furniture, art, jewelry, music, books, and 
crafts for sale. For more information, call 
(803) 751-3484.

JULY 22
Summer Career and Education Fair
9 a.m. to 1 p.m., 1917 Club. You are in-
vited to join The Transition Assistance 
Program, Army Community Service and 
the Army Continuing Education System 
for the Summer 2026 Career and Educa-
tion Fair. 

Events
Continued from Page 4

Maj. Greg Dombroski, 165th Infantry Brigade surgeon, introduces cardio-
pulminary resusication to Jackson Creek Elementary School students to 
during the Dentsville, S.C. school’s career day. 

Career highlights
Courtesy photo



By STAFF SGT. DWAYNE BRYANT
Army News Service

Inside a small workspace filled with printers, plas-
tic filament and computer-aided design software, a 
battlefield problem can be solved with a solution and 
takes shape one layer at a time.

That process was the focus of the 3D printing 
symposium, hosted by 1st Special Forces Group (Air-
borne), where Soldiers across the installation received 
hands-on familiarization with additive manufactur-
ing and learned how the capability can support readi-
ness, sustainment and innovation across the force.

For Sgt. Clarissa De La Cruz — a 91E, allied trade 
specialist — her job is built around solving problems. 
Her military occupational specialty includes welding, 
machining and 3D printing, giving Soldiers in her 
field the ability to fabricate, repair and modify equip-
ment to support mission requirements.

“The Army is starting to be more innovative... to 
see how much we can really fully sustain ourselves,” 
De La Cruz said. “3D printing gives us more opportu-
nity to create parts and do our job.

During the symposium, Soldiers learned the basic 
flow of additive manufacturing, beginning with com-
puter-aided design and moving into slicing software 
used to prepare parts for printing. De La Cruz said 
participants worked with SolidWorks to design parts 
before using PrusaSlicer to adjust print settings, in-
cluding temperature, speed, density and layer struc-
ture.

Those settings determine more than how a part 
looks. They influence how strong, flexible or durable 
a print becomes. De La Cruz said different filaments 
serve different purposes, from basic plastic used for 
proof-of-concept models to stronger materials capa-
ble of handling more demanding applications.

“Some of them are just very plasticky,” De La Cruz 
said. “They’re not meant to withhold a whole lot of 
strength. But many of the other ones that we have, like 
ABS, tend to be more strong and can be more dura-
ble.”

The goal of the symposium was not to turn ev-
ery Soldier into an expert overnight. Instead, it was 
designed to show Soldiers what is possible and give 
them enough familiarity to recognize where 3D print-
ing may help solve problems in their own formations.

“The main goal was familiarization for Soldiers 
post-wide,” De La Cruz said. “This allowed them to 
get some type of hands-on training with 3D printing.”

At the unit level, De La Cruz said 3D printing is 
already being used to produce a wide range of items, 
including radio caps, part modifications, training aids 
and decoys. One printed item, an M777 towed 155 
mm howitzer muzzle, was produced for use as a de-

coy. Other products support explosive ordnance dis-
posal training by providing accessible, readily made 
training aids.

“We are booked and busy,” De La Cruz said. “We 
are making multiple different parts so that we can 
turn over services for different shops.”

For Soldiers and maintainers, the value of 3D print-
ing often comes down to time. A small vehicle part 
that could otherwise sit on order may be produced 
in-house quickly. De La Cruz said a vehicle door han-
dle, for example, may take no more than an hour to 
print depending on its design and intended use. That 
faster turnaround can help units return equipment 
to service and reduce reliance on traditional supply 
timelines. It can also lower costs by allowing units to 
produce certain items in-house instead of ordering 
replacements for every minor fault or modification.

“It just allows more accessible, quick solutions,” De 
La Cruz said. “It’s all made in-house, so it’s a lot less 
money that we’re spending.”

The symposium also highlighted a capability that 
extends beyond replacement parts, recycling. De La 
Cruz discussed the Recreator 3D, a system that repur-
poses plastic bottles into usable filaments. The process 
allows Soldiers to heat, expand and recycle plastic into 
material that can be used for future prints. The goal, 
she said, is to eventually produce a drone made from 
recycled plastic filament.

“When we are deployed, we can use whatever is 
around us to still do our job and get our mission done,” 
De La Cruz said.

That concept reflects a larger shift in how Soldiers 
can approach sustainment in expeditionary environ-
ments. Soldiers can identify a problem, design a solu-
tion, test it and improve it. Creative freedom is one of 
the most important parts of this capability.

“We 100% want them (Soldiers) to be innovating 
and finding new ways of what we can fix and what we 
can make better,” De La Cruz said.
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How 3D printing supports Army readiness

Photo by STAFF SGT. MATTHEW PREWITT

A U.S. Soldier recreates a replacement part in a 
3D printing software program.



Golfers prepare to load their carts before teeing off at the Fort Jackson Golf Club during the Retiree Appreciation Days Golf Tournament Golfers prepare to load their carts before teeing off at the Fort Jackson Golf Club during the Retiree Appreciation Days Golf Tournament 
held May15 at Fort Jackson.held May15 at Fort Jackson.
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