
SMA Weimer inspects barracks, quality of life 
during unscheduled visit to USAG Hawaii
SMA Michael R. Weimer conducted an unscheduled tour of U.S. Army 
Garrison Hawaii installations Aug. 13, seeking direct ground truth on 
infrastructure and quality of life for Soldiers serving at the tip of the spear 
in the Pacific theater. Weimer added the comprehensive installation tour 
to personally inspect both new construction and legacy facilities.
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Fort Jackson Soldiers welcome completion 
of 19 new homes on the installation
CPT Patrick Duffy, commander of Company D, 1st Battalion, 13th Infantry 
Regiment and his Family received the keys to their home at Fort Jackson 
during a recent ceremony. Duffy moved into one of the 19 new homes 
built by Fort Jackson Family Homes.

Fort Leonard Wood Cold War-era barracks 
receiving crucial renovations, upgrades
More than half of the 30 rolling-pin-style barracks on Fort Leonard Wood 
have undergone renovations so far. The Cold War-era barracks earned 
their distinct nickname because their aerial footprint resembles a kitchen 
rolling pin.

IMCOM’S top civilian retires after distinguished 
39-year career serving Soldiers and their Families
Randy Robinson once said he would never work for the federal 
government. Thanks to some divine guidance, Robinson started working for 
the U.S. Army in 1987 and never looked back. He ended his 39-year career 
serving Soldiers and their Families as the Executive Deputy to the 
Commanding General of U.S. Army Installation Management Command. 

Forging lethality: Fort Knox delivers world-class 
training capabilities to warfighters
Fort Knox has over 108,000 total acres of land in Central Kentucky, with 
101,000 devoted to training. That equates to more than 157 square miles 
of thick forests, rolling hills and steep, rugged ravines – even a river. Since 
the installation began in 1918, training remains at its core, and its ranges 
have proven to be a versatile powerhouse of readiness and lethality.
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Fort McCoy youth leaders represent community 
at national summit in Washington
Two youth leaders from Fort McCoy traveled to Washington, D.C., in July 
to represent the installation and their community during the Summit for 
America’s Youth (SAY) — the premier annual youth advocacy event hosted 
by the Boys & Girls Clubs of America. Isabella Hilt and Devez DiOssi joined 
hundreds of youth leaders nationwide at the national summit.

Gore relinquishes command of Fort Meade, 
praises resilience of garrison workforce
COL Yolanda Gore relinquished command of U.S. Army Garrison Fort 
George G. Meade during a recent ceremony, marking the conclusion of a 
two-year tenure. During her ceremony, Gore praised the garrison 
workforce for keeping the base operational despite aging infrastructure, 
hiring freezes, and budget constraints.

529th Military Police Company sharpens 
readiness in USAG Wiesbaden exercise
The 529th Military Police Company conducted a comprehensive Law 
Enforcement Exercise at U.S. Army Garrison Wiesbaden recently to 
enhance readiness and strengthen international cooperation. The 
weeklong, around-the-clock training focused on the basics of military 
policing, staging realistic scenarios such as domestic violence incidents.

Picatinny Arsenal welcomes new garrison 
commander during ceremony
Soldiers, civilian employees, community leaders and distinguished 
guests gathered at Picatinny Arsenal recently to witness the official 
transfer of responsibility during a change of command ceremony, 
marking the transition from LTC Craig A. Bonham II to LTC John A. Meier 
as garrison commander.

Fort Hamilton ACS helps to strengthen personal 
readiness among Soldiers and Families
Wilfredo Atiles, Survivor Outreach Services Coordinator for Army 
Community Service at USAG Fort Hamilton, developed the L.I.F.E. Kit 
(Legacy, Information, Finance, and Essentials). It’s a resource that helps 
service members, veterans, retirees, and civilian personnel organize vital 
documents, financial information, and final wishes.
.
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Japan Ground Self-Defense Force students 
engage with 836th Transportation Battalion
Students from the newly reorganized Japan Ground Self-Defense Force 
Logistics Support School received a mission briefing from Maj. Rommel 
Verano, executive officer of the 836th Transportation Battalion, during an 
annual bilateral session at Yokohama North Dock. The exchange deepened 
knowledge and strengthened bonds.

Citadel Graduate receives memorable 
Oath of Office ceremony at Picatinny Arsenal
After graduating from The Citadel, the South Carolina Corps of Cadets, 
new 2LT Rachel Reder was unable to participate in the traditional Oath of 
Office ceremony alongside her classmates due to unforeseen 
circumstances. So MG Christopher D. Schneider, Picatinny Arsenal 
Commanding General, helped to make her ceremony memorable.

Fort McCoy, area chambers expand Military 
Spouse Hiring across Western Wisconsin
A new regional effort supported by Fort McCoy is working to change how 
employers view those career histories while connecting military spouses 
with employment opportunities in communities surrounding the 
installation. At the center of Fort McCoy’s support for the initiative is Lt. 
Col. Chad Holder, deputy commander.

Carrying on tradition together: USAG Japan 
leadership joins local festival
The commander and command sergeant major of U.S. Army Garrison 
Japan participated in a festival here near Camp Zama recently, 
experiencing a unique aspect of their host country’s culture. Together with 
the mayor of the city of Sagamihara and residents, COL Erik Davis and CSM 
Rick Meeker helped carry the mikoshi – portable Shinto shrines passed 
down through generations – and took part in the parade.

BOSS Soldiers, presidents, and advisors gather 
at Shades of Green for Training Forum
At Shades of Green, beneath Florida palms and the easy distraction of a 
resort setting, the Better Opportunities for Single Soldiers Training Forum 
gathered approximately 160 attendees. Leaders made clear this wasn’t a 
vacation. It was a working forum to sharpen ideas, strengthen programs, 
and return to installations better prepared to serve single Soldiers.
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Spouse Sponsor Program helps families navigate 
PCS moves to USAG Wiesbaden
For military families, a permanent change of station move can be one of 
life’s most significant transitions. Between coordinating logistics, and 
establishing new routines, the process can feel overwhelming for Soldiers 
and spouses alike. To help ease that transition, USAG Wiesbaden offers a 
Spouse Sponsor Program through Army Community Service.

Annual Volksfest marks 65th year of 
German-American friendship at Tower Barracks
U.S. Army Garrison Bavaria and local Bavarian leaders opened the 65th 
annual German-American Volksfest recently, kicking off a three-day 
celebration of German-American friendship at Camp Algier on the 
Grafenwöhr Training Area. The Volksfest drew over 70,000 Soldiers, 
Families, and community members from across the region.

Community partnerships help drive 
Fort McCoy’s support of National Night Out
For the Fort McCoy Directorate of Emergency Services, the annual 
National Night Out represents far more than displaying emergency 
vehicles or handing out informational materials. It’s a chance to reinforce 
the installation's longstanding partnership with neighboring communities 
while demonstrating the Army's commitment to community engagement.

Joint Base Lewis-McChord to host 
2026 Hiring our Heroes Career Summit
All military ID cardholders, including transitioning service members, 
veterans, and military spouses and caregivers, are welcome to participate 
Sept. 2 and 3 in the free Hiring Our Heroes Joint Base Lewis-McChord 
Career Summit, a two-day series of job search-related events, held at 
various JBLM locations.

Television writer born on Camp Zama returns 
to Japan more than 60 years later
“I still feel a connection to this place. It’s like a dream to come back and 
see it,” Frank Spotnitz, a TV writer and producer, said of Camp Zama.
Spotnitz is best known for his work on “The X-Files” and “The Man in the 
High Castle.” He was born on Camp Zama in 1960 when his father worked 
as a physician at the hospital that was then located here.
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