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Personal Transportation Device
(PTD) Traffic Accident

On September 30, 2018, a Soldier was traveling in the wrong direction on his Moped and collided
with a moving vehicle in the opposite lane of travel. The Soldier was transported to Dan-Kook
University Hospital suffering fractures to both femurs, an open wound to his left thigh, a fractured
pelvis, and lacerations to his left ear. Due to complications of his injuries, Soldier was further
transported to Brooke Army Medical Center in San Antonio, Texas where he underwent surgical
amputation for his leg.
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In FY18, Eighth Army had experienced five accidents involving PTDs. Common accident trends were
lack of operator maintenance and failure to control PTD during operation, resulting in operators
striking objects or collision with a moving vehicles. Three of the accidents occurred off-post and two
occurred on-post. 60% of the accidents resulted in fractures and hospitalization. 40% of the
accidents resulted in death or permanent partial disability. PTD platforms are self-balancing making
them more vulnerable to debris and abnormalities in roadways and paths.
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Operators of PTD/Segway’s are reminded they must have a license to operate on off-post roadways
and must wear a Personal Protective Equipment (helmet and gloves). On military installations
personnel are not required to have a license, but must wear PPE (helmets and reflective vest). They
must obey the rules of the road like any other vehicle, and must utilize in priority; 1) bike paths, 2)
sidewalks, 3) designated roadway bike lanes, 4) roadways w/o bike lanes.
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Average bicyclist’'s speed is 15.5 km/hr, electronic transportation devices travel between 19.5 and
40.25 km/hr., meaning accidents happen up to 3 times the speed of a bicycle. This increases both
probability and severity of accidents.
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For more information contact the 8A Command Safety Office at DSN 755-1281




