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Driving in Winter Weather

Colder temperatures don't always mean worse conditions! Roads are most slippery between 22
and 35 degrees Fahrenheit. Utilizing SPACE effectively will help keep you moving safely this winter!

The Basics

-Slow down. It’s harder to control or stop your vehicle on a slick or snow-covered surface. According to
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), In fact, 2023 there were an estimated
101,390 police reported traffic crashes that occurred when there was snow/sleet conditions at the time
of the crash. On the road, increase your following distance enough so that you’ll have plenty of time
to stop for vehicles ahead of you

Tires

- As the outside temperature drops, so does tire inflation pressure. Make sure each tire is filled to the
vehicle manufacturer’s recommended inflation pressure, which is in your owner’'s manual and on a
label located on the driver's side door frame. Do not inflate your tires to the pressure listed on the tire
itself. That number is the maximum pressure the tire can hold, not the recommended pressure for the
your vehicle.

- Consider installing snow tires, but before buying new tires, visit NHTSA’s Tires page to review tire
safety ratings. The Uniform Tire Quality Grading System (UTQGS) lets you compare tire treadwear,
traction performance, and temperature resistance.

Batteries

-When the temperature drops, so does battery power. In cold weather, gasoline and diesel engines
take more battery power to start, and electric and hybrid-electric vehicles’ driving range can be
reduced. Have a mechanic check your battery, charging system, belts, and for any other needed
repairs or replacements.
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Safety Technologies

- Familiarize yourself with the safety technologies on your vehicle and how they perform in wintry
conditions. Know whether your vehicle has an antilock brake system and learn how to use it properly.
Antilock brake systems prevent your wheels from locking up during braking. If you have antilock brakes,
apply firm, continuous pressure to the brake pedal. If you don’t have antilock brakes, you may need to
pump your brakes if you feel your wheels starting to lock up.

Preparing Your Vehicle
- Lights, windshield wipers, cooling system
Before You Go

- Stock your vehicle: Carry items in your vehicle to handle common winter driving-related tasks, and
supplies you might need in an emergency, including:

a snow shovel, broom, and ice scraper;

abrasive material (sand or kitty litter), in case your vehicle gets stuck in the snow;
jumper cables, flashlight, and warning devices (flares and emergency markers);
first aid kit, including tourniquet;

blankets for protection from the cold; and

a cell phone and charger, water, food, and any necessary medicine.

- Plan Your Route: Check your local weather and traffic reports before heading out.

¢ If your roads are not in good shape, consider postponing non-essential travel until the roads are
cleared.

¢ If you do have to go out, make sure you are prepared in case you become delayed while
traveling.

¢ If making a long road trip when winter weather is forecasted, consider leaving early or changing
your departure to avoid being on the roads during the worst of the storm.
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