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     Camp Humphreys kicked off the 

Army’s 244th Birthday Celebration with a 

bang, in conjunction with a ribbon 

cutting ceremony for the newly con-

structed Downtown Plaza, June 14. 

     The day-long celebration featured 

various activities, including inflatable 

board games and mini golf, healthy food 
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USAG-H Public Affairs tastings, food trucks, local vendors, trivia 

games, and crafts. 

     Col. Scott W. Mueller, U.S. Army Garri-

son Humphreys commander, along with 

USAG Humphreys Family and Morale, 

Welfare and Recreation leadership, par-

ticipated in the event welcoming pa-

trons. 

     “This Army celebration is for the Hum-

phreys community,” he said. “We are 

here because of the sacrifices that men 

and women made for our country and 

our Army. That is why it was important 

to ask the community to actually help 

cut the ribbon and the Army birthday 

cake.” 

     This year's birthday theme is 

"America's Army: Honoring the Call to 

Service from D-Day to Today." This 

U.S. Army Garrison Humphreys Commander, Col. Scott Mueller (center), cut the cake with participants, during the Army’s 244th Birthday Celebration at Hum-

phreys, June 14. (U.S. Army Photo by Sameria Zavala, USAG-H Public Affairs) 

Camp Humphreys celebrates Army’s 244th Birthday 
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Garrison Humphreys conducts quarterly Town Hall 

U.S. Army Garrison Humphreys held its quarterly Town Hall meeting at the Four Chaplains Memorial Chapel, June 12.  (U.S. Army Photo by Sgt. John Ste-

phens , Eighth Army Public Affairs) 

By Maria Gallegos 

USAG-H Public Affairs 

     U.S. Army Garrison Humphreys held 

its regular quarterly Town Hall Meeting 

at the Four Chaplains Memorial Chapel, 

at Humphreys, June 12.  

     Garrison Commander Col. Scott 

Mueller and directorate members pro-

vided information about their areas of 

responsibilities, followed by questions 

from the audience and online Facebook 

viewers. 

     Lt. Gen. Michael Bills, Eighth Army 

commanding general, along with his 

command team, was also in the audi-

ence to answer questions from the com-

munity. 

     Highlights from the event are out-

lined below: 

     Directorate of Public Works and 

Housing Division: Currently, there are 

eight inoperable elevators. DPW esti-

mated it will take at least one more 

month to service. 

    Three new on-post Army Family Hous-

ings buildings are scheduled to open June 

26 Housing new front desk number is 

DSN 757-2647. 

     The Riverside Apartment drainage con-

cerns, from the last meeting, has been 

resolved. DPW professional engineers 

verified, on June 5, that the landlord of 

the building has taken corrective actions 

to fix the poor drainage problems that 

caused excessive flooding on the 

grounds. 

     Another note, to ensure the return of 

security deposits and validate charges for 

any damages in housing, Marcia Flowers, 

Housing Division chief, stressed the im-

portance of planning ahead and that it is 

crucial “to avoid any last minute surprises 

when you are leaving Korea; don’t wait 

until the last minute.” 

     For more information or for questions, 

please contact the Housing Office at DSN 

757-9897; Housing Hotlines DSN 754-

7642 or 0503-354-7642. 

     Department of Defense Education 

Activity: DoDEA schools last day was 

June 13; however, the school offices will 

remain open during the summer break for 

registrations. Please call the office for 

hours of operation; West Elementary DSN 

757-2122, Central Elementary 756-9310, 

Humphreys Middle School 757-2166, 

Humphreys High School 756-9426. 

Schools resume August 26. 

     “I just want to make sure everyone 

realizes that our schools, here at Camp 

Humphreys, are top notch,” Mueller said. 

“They are providing outstanding educa-

tion and are the number one school dis-

trict in DoDEA. In fact, Mr. Antoine 

Sharpe, a Humphreys Middle School math 

teacher, has been selected as the 2020 

DoDEA Teacher of the Year. This is one 

example of excellence in education. 

Thank you, DoDEA.” 

    Directorate of Emergency Services: All 

eligible U.S. Forces Korea Command spon-

sored personnel assigned to Camp Hum-

phreys are authorized to register and op-

erate two vehicles, without obtaining a 

TOWN, continues on page  5 
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theme allows the Army to celebrate 

and honor the accomplishments of its 

total force. 

     According to the U.S. Army website, 

since its establishment, the Army has 

played a vital role in the growth and 

development of the nation. Readiness 

remains the Army's number one priori-

ty, and has been the cornerstone of 

the Army's ability to serve wherever 

needed during its 244-year legacy. 

     After the cake cutting ceremony, the 

event continued as the patrons viewed 

the brand new building signs for the 

Downtown Lanes Bowling Center, Arts 

and Crafts, and the Recreation Center. 

They were also challenged to “Ride the 

Bull” at Texas Roadhouse, also located 

in the plaza. 

     The Eighth Army Band performed a 

few song selections for attendees, in-

ARMY, continued from page 1 cluding children from the Child Devel-

opment Center, wearing their “Party 

Animal” shirts, donated by FMWR. 

      “This is a good experience for the 

kids to celebrate the Army,” said Ma-

rie Turner, a military spouse at the 

event. “They really love the water 

fountain and I appreciate all the work 

it took to put this event together just 

for the Humphreys community.”  

     Kimberly Williams, an FMWR mar-

keting and advertising specialist, and 

coordinator for the event, shared the 

importance of community partner-

ships when planning an event of this 

magnitude. 

     “The process of planning this event 

further emphasized the importance of 

collaboration and the necessity for 

partnerships,” she said. “This event 

would not have been as great as it 

was, without the support of our 

friends at the Exchange, Defense Com-

missary Agency, and the USAG Hum-

phreys Department of Public Works. 

Their enthusiasm and willingness to 

assist with the development and execu-

tion of the event was a testament to 

the power of partnerships, enhanced 

synergy and esprit de corps.” 

     “It was great seeing the community 

come together, and our hope is to con-

tinue to establish and deliver elite pro-

grams and services to USAG Hum-

phreys,” Williams added.  

     Humphreys Family Movie Theater, 

the Exchange shopping center, and the 

Commissary are also located in the 

Downtown area.  

     For more information on FMWR so-

cial and dining experiences at Camp 

Humphreys, please visit FMWR 

 

Camp Humphreys kicked off the Army’s 244th Birth-

day Celebration with a bang, in conjunction with a 

ribbon cutting ceremony for the newly constructed 

Downtown Plaza,  June 14. (U.S. Army Photos by 

Sameria Zavala, USAG-H Public Affairs) 

For more  photos visit: Celebration 

https://humphreys.armymwr.com/categories/social-and-dining
https://www.flickr.com/photos/usaghumphreys/albums/72157709132864701
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What’s HOT? 

Effective June 17, USFK Commander, has initiated a 90-day suspension of the USFK-wide curfew for service members from June 17-

September 17. For more information, please visit the Garrison's Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/usaghumphreys/ 

Korean’s new blood-alcohol concentration will change from .05 to .03 percent, effective June 25. For more information, please visit 

https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/nation/2019/04/119_267632.html 

For current job vacancies, please visit https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=1087362741455125&id=758412247683511 

Simulation Center opens in memory of former Eighth Army Commander 

By Sameria Zavala 

USAG-H Public Affairs  

     In honor of Lt. Gen. Thomas J. Vandal, 

Eighth Army hosted and opened its new-

est simulation center during a memorial-

ization ceremony, here, May 28. 

     Vandal, a former Eighth Army com-

mander and Combined Forces Command 

chief of staff, from February 2016 - Janu-

ary 2018, passed away Oct. 7, 2018, after 

a battle with cancer.  

     During his tenure, Vandal implement-

ed a multitude of initiatives to improve 

the health and welfare of Soldiers and 

KATUSAs, with a vision of providing them 

premium training and increasing combat 

readiness. 

     His long-term implementation was to 

consolidate adaptable training re-

sources, including a virtual constructive 

gaming simulation environment, housed 

in the largest facility in the U.S. Army, 

thus the simulation center was con-

structed. 

     "Each and every one of us who served 

with him, knew just how passionate 

'Tom' was about ensuring that Soldiers 

on this peninsula and within the com-

mand, were the best trained Soldiers in 

our Army," said Command Sgt. Maj. Rich-

ard Merritt, a former Eighth Army com-

mand sergeant major.  

     "'Fight Tonight!' was not just a motto 

to him, but a way of life," he added. "He 

drove that home to members of his com-

mand each and every day. He was a true 

warrior, whose blood type was Army, 

and the Army values his DNA."  

     Vandal made it known, during his 

command, that he would accept noth-

ing less than a continuous, sustained 

effort by all members of his command; 

to enhance overall readiness, strength-

en the Republic of Korea/U.S. Alliance, 

and protect ROK/U.S. countries' nation-

al security initiatives. 

     "I think one of the areas, as a com-

mander, that is so significant, is the abil-

ity to have a profound impact on Sol-

diers and their Families as they go 

through their careers," said Vandal, in a 

recorded video played during the cere-

mony after he relinquished command. 

     "I believe, if you really care about 

them (Soldiers), what you see is their 

development into outstanding Soldiers, 

Family members and great Americans 

that significantly contribute to our na-

tion, while they are in service and after 

they transition out," he said. "This is 

what I believe is so profound about our 

Army." 

     Vandal's wife, Doreen, and their 

three sons; U.S. Marine Capt. Nicholas 

Vandal, U.S. Army Capt. Eric Vandal, 

and U.S. Navy Lt. Stephen Vandal, were 

present to witness the unveiling of the 

new building. They were the first to 

tour the facility after the ceremony. 

Doreen E. Vandal, Lt. Gen. Thomas S. Vandal's wife and their sons, U.S. Marine Corps Capt. Nicholas A. 

Vandal, U.S. Army Cpt. Eric T. Vandal, and U.S. Navy Lt. Stephen A. Vandal, unveil the signs for the new 

simulation training center at Humphreys, May 28. (U.S. Army photo by Cpl. Kim Chae-Ju, Eighth Army 

Public Affairs)  
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TOWN, continued from page 2 

written exception letter. Howev-

er, the current Joint Travel Regu-

lation standard policy of shipping 

only one vehicle, still applies. 

     Mueller explained that the 

Korean employees working in the 

DBIDS vehicle registration depart-

ment are “borrowed from the 

City of Pyeongtaek.” They are 

given a strict eight hour day, with 

1.5 hours for lunch, “this includes 

travel time,” he said. “With all 

that taken into consideration, 

they have short hour days at the 

One Stop; however, we will ask 

for two additional employees to 

help facilitate the increase of 

vehicles, due to the new policy.” 

     Directorate of Family, Morale, 

Welfare and Recreation: Season 

passes are now available at the 

Outdoor Pool during normal op-

eration hours; however, the sea-

son pass fees can be prorated for 

family members or sponsors, with 

PCS orders. 

     The Exchange: Sentry Mini 

Mall’s reopening will be in July 

and the new Zoeckler Mini Mall 

grand opening will be in early fall 

2019. Currently, AAFES is working 

to bring more choices in boy 

clothes – more to follow. 

     Defense Commissary Agency: 

When family members visit Camp 

Humphreys over 30 days, they 

will need an approved temporary 

ration exception letter from the 

Ration Control Office, at One 

Stop. For more information, 

please call DSN 757-2088.  

     United Service Organizations: 

Every Monday, except on Federal 

holidays, the USO van delivers free 

snacks and beverages to service mem-

bers working in the motor pools. The 

vehicle will also have masks for service 

members. 

     65th Medical Brigade: Brian D. 

Allgood Army Community Hospital’s 

rededication ceremony is scheduled for 

Sept. 20, with an anticipated first pa-

tient care date of Nov. 15. Currently, 

there are no emergency department or 

urgent care on Camp Humphreys. With 

that, for all emergency calls, please call 

DSN 911 or 031-690-7911 or 050-3353-

7911 on post and 119 for off post. Bi-

lingual medical advice line will also be 

available at 050-3337-2273/1098 – 

option 4. Job opportunities to work at 

the hospital will be posted on USA-

jobs.gov in the near future. 

     8A G1, Ready and Resilient Pro-

gram: The Community Strengths and 

Themes Assessment Survey is highly 

encouraged for all Camp Humphreys 

community members. The survey is to 

assess the “pulse” of members, on 

their perceptions of quality of life. To 

complete the survey, please visit: 

https://usaphcapps.amedd.army.mil/

Survey/se.ashx?s=251137452E7FC2CD 

     Directorate of Plans, Training, Mo-

bilization and Security: Everyone is 

invited to the Change of Command 

Ceremony for Col. Scott Mueller, at the 

Super Gym, June 27, at 10 a.m. Cele-

brate Independence Day is scheduled 

at the Downtown area, July 4 from 4 – 

9 p.m. 

     In closing, Garrison Deputy Com-

mander Paul Stuart, reminded every-

one of the new Korean law on the 

blood-alcohol level change from .05 

to .03 percent, effective June 25.  

     “If you are driving above .03 per-

cent, you will be considered driving 

under the influence,” he said. “So that 

little, few hundreds of a point differ-

ence, could very well make a differ-

ence in a person’s career. Leaders, 

please remind your subordinates on 

the new law, because the Koreans and 

our MPs will be enforcing the new 

law.” 

    Bills, also announced that this was 

Col. Mueller’s last town hall.  

     “He has done a tremendous job the 

last two years, with this complete 

team here, of making this community 

a better place to live,” he said. “And 

under his leadership and with his 

great staff, we have come a long way, 

in a very quick time, to improve the 

conditions here for our families, our 

Soldiers, and our great civilians, as 

well; so round of applause for Col. 

Mueller.” 

     With that, Mueller signed off with 

gratitude and said it was an honor to 

serve as the Garrison Commander. He 

mentioned the challenges of the posi-

tion, but said it was “very rewarding 

and learned a whole lot about how 

the Army runs.” 

     “It’s been an honor being the Garri-

son commander here; it really is a 

great community,” he said.  

     For more information or view the 

Town Hall Facebook live, please visit 

Garrison Facebook: https://

www.facebook.com/usaghumphreys 

     The next Community Town Hall is 

scheduled for Sept. 18, at 6 p.m. 
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HELPFUL LINKS 

USAG Humphreys  

 

USAG Humphreys Facebook 

USAG Humphreys Flickr 

USAG Humphreys  

Family and MWR 

USAG Humphreys YouTube 

Eight Army Newcomers Page 

Submit stories, nominations, photos to USAG Humphreys CONNECTIONS to: 
usarmy.humphreys.imcom-korea.mbx.usaghumphreyspao@mail.mil  

The Connection is an unofficial publication  published under the provisions of AR 360-1 for members of the Department of Defense. 
Contents of the Connections are not necessary the official views of, or endorsed by, the U.S. Government, Department of the Army or 

the USAG Humphreys. The Connections is a free bi-weekly publication distributed via email every other Friday, except when that day is 
an American holiday, then the Connections will be published on Thursday. All items are subject to editing for content and to insure they 

conform with DoD guidelines. 

Humphreys Tax Center 

Soldiers assigned to Camp Humphreys received their achievement awards from Col. Scott Taylor, 8th Army chief of staff (far right), during Humphreys Tax 

Center closing ceremony, June 12, at the One Stop (Bldg. 6400). Capt. Stefanie Cortes (far left), Humphreys Tax Center Officer, coordinated and led the 

project.  The tax center officially closed on June 13, after five months in service. During this period, the team serviced 1,324 clients, and prepared 1,961 

Federal and State taxes, with total refunds equaling to $3,440,330. They also saved clients $589,350 in total fees. 

For tax related inquiries after June 13, please contact Tomasenia Jacquez, Eighth Army Client Legal Services Office, at Tomasenia.l.jacquez.civ@mail.mil.  

(U.S. Army Photo by Kim Won Heyong, Public Affairs Intern) 
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