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MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD  
 
SUBJECT:  Summary of Compliance with the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) for an 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Proposed Construction and Use of a U.S. Army Combat 
Aviation Brigade (CAB) Complex at Wheeler Army Airfield (WAAF), Oahu, Hawaii 
 
BLUF:  This memorandum serves to document the U.S. Army Garrison-Hawaii’s (USAG-HI) 
compliance with Section 106 of NHPA by summarizing consultation efforts supported by official 
correspondence (enclosed).  Through Section 106 consultation, the USAG-HI concluded that no 
historic properties would be affected by the undertaking, supporting the EA and the finding of no 
significant impact (FNSI). 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
1.  The USAG-HI initiated Section 106 consultation in a letter dated 27 May 2011, which 
introduced the project to consulting parties.  The letter stated that it was anticipated that the 
project would have no negative impacts on the adjacent WAAF National Historic Landmark (see 
Enclosure 1). 
 
2.  In a letter dated 11 Jun 2011, the State Historic Preservation Division (SHPD) responded to 
the consultation invitation and commented “it is our hope that the new CAB complex design will 
take both the Garden City concept and the Mission building style into consideration in order that 
the new facilities are compatible and sensitive to the National Historic District, the historic 
residential neighborhoods, and the overall historic landscape/open spaces of Wheeler Army 
Airfield” (see Enclosure 2). 
 
3.  The USAG-HI continued consultation with the SHPD and consulting parties, in a letter dated 
26 Sep 2012.  The letter provided additional details for the project and identified its area of 
potential effects.  Both archeological and historic architectural effects were addressed, and a 
finding no adverse effect to historic properties was presented.  Regarding archaeological 
sensitivity areas, the USAG-HI committed to conduct archaeological monitoring of ground 
disturbing activities in sensitivity areas identified as high and medium.  Based on SHPD 
comments received (11 Jun 2011), adjustments to the layout of proposed barracks buildings 
were made to “reflect a more protected common outdoor area between buildings in keeping with 
the 1930s WAAF Garden City patterned neighborhoods.”  In the letter, USAG-HI committed to 
providing renderings of new buildings when they became available (see Enclosure 3). 
 
4.  Prior to the end of the consultation period, which would conclude on 29 Oct 2012, the USAG-
HI sent a courtesy email on 23 Oct 2012 to the SHPD, informing them that if no response was 
received by the end of the consultation period that concurrence would be assumed.  After the 
consultation period, USAG-HI received an email on 30 Oct 2012 from the SHPD’s Architecture 
Branch Chief, which stated that they did not intend to respond (see Enclosure 4). 
 
5.  Following through with the commitment made in 2012, a letter transmitting plans and 
renderings of Phase II of the project was sent to the SHPD, dated 04 Sep 2014.  The plans and 
renderings offered details of how the project would keep with character defining features of 
WAAF’s Garden City concept.  Since about two years had passed since the initial consultation, 
the USAG-HI also provided the SHPD with copies of previous Section 106 correspondence to 
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ensure continuity.  Although not required, the USAG-HI requested for concurrence from the 
SHPD on Phase II of the project with a continual finding of no adverse effect (see Enclosure 5). 
 
6.  No objection by the SHPD was provided to USAG-HI regarding Phase II.  Pursuant to 36 
CFR 800.5(c)(1), USAG-HI assumed concurrence and continued to move forward with the 
project. 
 
7.  In a letter dated 27 Oct 2014, to the SHPD, the USAG-HI proposed to re-designate a 
medium sensitivity area to low and proposed the discontinuation of archaeological monitoring. 
This request was based on evidence gathered through archaeological monitoring of the project 
that took place from November 2012 to May 2013.  This information was included in the letter 
(see Enclosure 6).  
 
8.  The SHPD concurred with USAG-HI’s proposal to re-designate the sensitivity area as well as 
to discontinue archaeological monitoring in a letter dated 04 Dec 2014 (see Enclosure 7). 
 
9.  Future commitments and requirements. 
 

a. In the case that archaeological features or cultural deposits are encountered during 
the construction of the project, the USAG-HI Cultural Resources program  will be notified 
and mitigation efforts would be initiated in accordance with the project work plan (per 27 
Oct 2014 letter). 

 
 b. The Army intends to use the existing hangars in the Landmark district for the 

CAB in addition to the new complex.  If during the planning phase of this undertaking 
new uses of the NHL district buildings are proposed, the Army will develop a 
Programmatic Agreement for their rehabilitation (per EA, page 2-88). 

 
4.  The point of contact regarding this memorandum is DPW NEPA Coordinator, Alton Exzabe, 
alton.j.exzabe.civ@mail.mil. 
 
 
 
 

Alton J. Exzabe 
NEPA Coordinator 

 
Encls 
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