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GENERAL INFORMATION

The first plastics made from fossil fuels are just over a century old. They came into wide-
spread use after World War II and are found today in everything from cars to medical devic-
es to food packaging. Their useful lifetime varies. Once disposed of, they break down into
smaller fragments that linger for centuries.

The largest market for plastics today is for packaging materials. That trash now accounts for
nearly half of all plastic waste generated globally; most of it never gets recycled or inciner-
ated.

WASTE CHARACTERIZATION

Plastic containers are usually marked with a number that indicates the type of plastic. Plastics # 1 & 2
are currently recycled by the USAG Hawaii Recycling Program.

This includes HI-5 plastic bottles as well as non-deposit plastic containers like shampoo and detergent
bottles. Refer to the beverage container fact sheet for more information on redeemable beverage con-
tainers.

Plastics # 3-5 are not recyclable in Hawaii and # 6 & 7 are not recyclable anywhere. These plastics are
considered solid waste and should be disposed of in an appropriate garbage container.

Smart Plastics Guide

HANDLING AND DISPOSAL PROCEDURES

Note: Plastic bags are NOT accepted at the ARC but they are accepted at the
Commissary on Post. 2
« Drop off your plastic #1 & 2 at the ARC LA |
p off your plastic at the , : _ -
1087-B McMahon Rd., Schofield Barracks 1 ‘ E ng
or request a recycle pick-up by calling
(808) 787-0867 or filling out the online

pick-up request form: U.S. Army Garrison
(USAG) Hawai'i Recycling Pick-Up Request Form.

e Note that the Army Recycling Center is not a deposit refund center. HI-5 containers tak-
en to the ARC are considered donation.

e For a deposit refund, containers must be taken to a HI-5 Redemption Center

Recycling/disposal protocols for on-post residents: https://www.islandpalmcommunities.com/resident-resources/
Recycling/disposal protocols for off-post residents: QL-Recycling Centers | Department of Environmental Services



https://www-tc.pbs.org/strangedays/pdf/StrangeDaysSmartPlasticsGuide.pdf
https://forms.osi.apps.mil/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=D9fm-kuVEUiStgUw1vhMQzfY9-VdLa9OmC6nquQSw6xUMk9TSzFYVzhaN0xMSDU4MTc4TTBHTUxYRC4u&origin=lprLink&route=shorturl
https://forms.osi.apps.mil/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=D9fm-kuVEUiStgUw1vhMQzfY9-VdLa9OmC6nquQSw6xUMk9TSzFYVzhaN0xMSDU4MTc4TTBHTUxYRC4u&origin=lprLink&route=shorturl
https://www.honolulu.gov/env/ref/ql-recycling-centers/
https://www.islandpalmcommunities.com/resident-resources/
https://www.honolulu.gov/env/ref/ql-recycling-centers/

