DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
U.S. ARMY INSTALLATION MANAGEMENT COMMAND, PACIFIC REGION
HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY GARRISON, HAWAII
745 WRIGHT AVENUE, BUILDING 107, WHEELER ARMY AIRFIELD
SCHOFIELD BARRACKS, HAWAII 96857-5000

REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF

IMHW-PW 20 January 2017

MEMORANDUM FOR All Military Personnel and Department of Defense Civilian
Employees within United States Army Garrison, Hawaii (USAG-HI) Installations

SUBJECT: Avoidance of Little Fire Ant Introduction

1. References.

a. Army Regulation (AR) 200-1, Environmental Protection and Enhancement, 13
Dec 07.

b. Sikes Act, 16 USC 670a-6700, as amended through Public Law 118-84, Enacted
28 Oct 09.

c. Department of Defense Instruction (DODI) 4715.03, 18 Mar 11.
d. Executive Order 13112, Invasive Species, 3 Feb 99.
e. USAG-HI Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan, 2010-2014.

2. Applicability. This policy applies to all Soldiers, Civilians, Family members,
contractors, and any other person, (“covered person”), who installs landscaping on any
U.S. Army installation, facility, housing area, or work site in the State of Hawaii,
(“covered area”). This policy also applies to all products sold at the Army and Air Force
Exchange Service, including but not limited to: plants, mulch, and wood products.

3. Policy.

a. Protecting our environment is one of the most important aspects of accomplishing
the USAG-HI mission. USAG-HI is committed to reducing the spread of invasive
species that harm the local Hawaiian environment. Invasive species are often
unintended hitchhikers on cargo and other trade conveyances. Still more species are
deliberately introduced as pets, ornamental plants, crops, food, or for recreation, pest
control or other purposes. Most non-native species, including most of our sources of
food and fiber, are not harmful, and many are highly beneficial. A small percentage of
non-native species cause great harm to the environment, the economy or human
health. Non-native species that cause harm are collectively known as invasive species.
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b. USAG-HI aims to ensure that the Little Fire Ant (LFA), Wasmannia punctata, an
invasive species that was recently introduced to the State of Hawaii, does not become
established on U.S. Army installations. LFA has the potential to infest homes and
cause painful stings on both adults and children. The LFA also stings pets, such as
dogs or cats on their eyes, which has the potential to cause blindness.

c. Pursuant to a Biological Opinion with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, USAG-HI
must monitor invasive species and develop methods to eradicate invasive species. To
achieve this end, all new USAG-HI landscaping projects must be sourced from LFA free
nurseries. For confidentiality reasons, the Hawaii Department of Health has not
published a formal list of nurseries that are not fire ant free. However, the agency has
disclosed that these nurseries are located in the Waimanalo area on the Windward
coast of Oahu. Therefore, it is strongly recommended that the covered persons not
purchase or install any landscaping products purchased from the Waimanalo area until
further notice.

d. Any individual who proposes or initiates a new landscaping project is required to
contact the Directorate of Public Works Natural Resource Program (NRP), at 655-9189
or 655-9191, to obtain an approval certificate for the project prior to purchasing the
landscaping materials.

e. Once the landscaping materials are installed, the project proponent must provide
NRP personnel access to survey and inspect the newly landscaped sites. The purpose
of the inspection is to look for LFA. If LFA are found, the project proponent or contractor
who installed the plants must provide the labor and funding to remove the LFA. Under
these circumstances, the responsible party may only use pest management controls
that comply with the current USAG-HI Pest Management Plan and obtain approval from
the Installation Pest Management Coordinator (IPMC) prior to any treatment. A copy of
the Pest Management Plan may be obtained at Building 104 on Wheeler Army Airfield
from the Pest Management Program Manager, 656-3093. The IPMC can provide
guidance on how to comply with the Pest Management Plan.

f. The enclosures to this policy memorandum contain additional information about
LFA and how to test plants for their presence.

g. This policy memorandum supersedes Policy Memorandum USAG-HI-71, SAB, 24
Jul 15, is effective immediately and remains in effect until cancelled or superseded in
writing.
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4. The proponent for administration of the Avoidance of Little Fire Ant Introduction
policy is the DPW Environmental Division, at 655-9189 or 655-9191.

FOR THE COMMNADER:

2 Encls LLY G. PFENNING
1. Little Fire Ant Brochure \  Directof of Public Works
2. Little Fire Ant Testing Brochure '
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