KULEANA

PROTECTI

U.S.ARMY

IN THIS ISSUE

Take

~ Take Control of Your
< Chemicals

Post Cleanups: Keeping Our

Community Clean

.

How to Dispose of Green

Waste

Upcoming Events and

Volunteer Opportunities

ECO Class Schedule

A U. S.

newsl/l etter
upt adat e

Ar my 655"‘
Hawai DPW quart

pro
i nfor 799 DPW,I,Enwronmental

NG TONMEENWV |

St or e

Everything is made up of
chemicals and the reactions
between them occur inside and
around us continuously. Many
chemicals are used in the
workplace for cleaning,
repairing equipment, painting,
and much more. Some
chemicals and their reactions
are hazardous or harmful such
as those that result in the
release of noxious gases, fires,
or explosions. It is crucial to be
aware of the chemicals present
at your workplace on base

whether it be motor pool, office,

or warehouse and ensure that
hazardous materials are stored
properly to avoid unintended
harmful consequences.

For example, a building in a
company area on post was
recently evacuated due to an
overwhelming chemical smell.
The Federal Fire Department,
blVlSlon%ustalnment
,/qadgVSafety, Military Police,

and guidanc e Division Installation Response

suppor't

compl i ance.

envir deamalh regponded to the

incident. An investigation

determined that the odor was
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likely caused by two bottles of
expired calcium hypochlorite, a
chemical used in field
sanitation kits for water
purification. The bottles were
stored in an old field sanitation
kit along with other items
including latex gloves, plastic
bags, and rodent snap traps.
Calcium hypochlorite can
decompose to release chlorine
gas over time. Chlorine gas has
an odor like that of bleach and
even at low concentrations can
cause difficulty breathing,
coughing, and irritation to the
eyes, nose, and throat. At high
concentrations, the effects can
be severe including permanent
damage to the respiratory
system and even death.

Thankfully, nobody was injured
during this event and business
was able to resume as usual
once the building was aired out.
However, this incident
highlights the importance of
properly storing and handling
any hazardous materials within
unit inventory.

Continued on next page.

U.S. Army Garrison Hawai‘i Environmental Compliance Newsletter ¢ Winter 2026



Handling and storage
guidelines are in place to help
protect human safety and the
environment. Improper
storage of hazardous
materials may result in
serious injury or a hefty fine
issued by regulatory
agencies.

Information on proper
storage of chemicals can be
found on the materialis Safety
Data Sheet (SDS). The
Occupational Safety and
Health Administration (OSHA)
requires that SDSs be readily
available for any employee
that may encounter a certain
hazardous substance (CFR
1910.1200 App D).

One of the standardized
sections of an up-to-date
SDS is information on
chemical storage and
handling.- Ch 1Ji G
i AeCEy Agi CA

For example, the SDS for
calcium hypochlorite
produced by Thermo Fisher
Scientific states (among many
other storage and handling
requirements) that the
product should be kept in a
dry, cool, and well-ventilated
area. Further, it should be
protected from moisture, kept
out of direct sunlight, and in a
Icorrosives] area (meaning it
should be stored in a rated
corrosive locker when not in
use). The SDS also states that
calcium hypochlorite should
not be stored near
incompatible materials such
as metals.

Reading, understanding, and
following the instructions
provided in the SDS for the
proper storage and handling
of materials is crucial to
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Remember, everyone has an obligation to practice good
chemical stewardship and protect the health and safety of
others as well as the environment. Please check your
workplace inventory for hazardous chemicals, ensure SDSs
are up to date and available, store chemicals properly, and
coordinate appropriate disposal of any expired materials. If
you are ever in doubt or have questions about chemical or
hazardous materials storage, please contact your
Environmental Compliance Officer, your Environmental

Compliance Inspector, or your Safety Manager for help!
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Hazmat items improperly
stored in a shopping cart :
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Keeping Our Community Cl ean

wice a year, USAG Hawai'i hosts an installation-wide Post Cleanup event where
soldiers are encouraged to undertake post beautification tasks and dispose of litter
and illegally dumped items. In 2025, these week-long Post Cleanup events occurred in
March and September. Units scoured their respective installation areas and collected
bulk waste, green waste, trash, and recyclables and disposed of them at the designated
Debris Collection Points.
ﬂ During the 2025 Post Cleanup events, 93.1 tons of waste was
collected at the Debris Collection Points (45.8 tons in March and
47.3 tons in September). Thatis over 186,000 pounds!

76.3 tons of the waste collected was recycled. That equals a
waste diversion rate of 82%.
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During the March Cleanup, the largest fraction of collected
waste was scrap metal (28.3 tons) while in September the
largest fraction was green waste (17.5 tons).
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These Post Cleanup events are significant for the upkeep of the installation. Thank you to
everyone who participated in the efforts in 2025 and we look forward to more successful
cleanup events in 2026.

Keeping the installation clean and beautiful is not only a biannual event, but an everyday
effort that everyone should participate in. Please dispose of all waste properly, utilizing
trash dumpsters and recycle bins for approved items only. Never dump items next to or
around waste collection points. Abandoned items do not get picked up by the solid waste
service providers. Reach out to the USAG Hawai‘i Solid Waste and Recycling Program at
T4 -8 7 Mif'you have questions about waste disposal.
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How t o Dispose of Green Was
reen waste includes grass clippings,

G tree branches and trimmings, leaves
and palm fronds. While lush and beautiful, the
verdant surroundings at USAG Hawai'i also
create green waste and plant material that
needs to be regularly maintained around
buildings, unit areas, and residential
neighborhoods. Proper management of green
waste reduces landfill and incinerator use and
keeps plant debris out of the storm drains,
where it can have negative impacts on water
quality and wildlife.

Green waste is NOT permitted in USAG Hawai‘i
dumpsters or recycle bins and should not be
left piled next to or around waste collection
points. Military personnel, civilian employees,
and residents should drop off green waste at
the Army Recycle Center (ARC) located at 1087
McMahon Rd, Schofield Barracks. Pick-up
service is not available for green waste.

All the green waste collected at the ARC gets

brought to Hawaiian Earth Recycling, the local

green waste recycling company in Wahiawa.
Each year Hawaiian Earth converts over
75,000 tons of green waste into high-quality
compost as well as mulch, wood chips, and
erosion socks that are used by residents,
businesses, and farmers across the island.

Remember that green waste brought to the
ARC must be free from dirt, rocks, gravel and
trash. Any plastic or non-organic material
recycled with the green waste can
contaminate the compost. Logs and tree
stumps brought to the ARC must be less than
3 feet long and less than 2 feet in diameter.
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Composting is the process of promoting
microorganisms to effectively break down
organic material. The resulting product is a
nutrient rich soil amendment that increases
soil organic matter, improves water retention,
and promotes plant growth. Composting green
waste helps reduce the volume of waste being
incinerated or filling the landfill on Oahu,
keeps storm drains and waterways clear, and
also reduces the need for imported fertilizer
and soil amendments.

ARMY
RECYCLE
CENTE

US ARMY GARRISON, HAWAII  #8

Help promote a healthy and sustainable island
environment and community by recycling your
green waste!
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https://home.army.mil/hawaii/garrison/dpw/eco-training
https://www.gohawaii.com/islands/oahu/events
https://hawaii.armymwr.com/calendar
https://kokuahawaiifoundation.org/events/
https://climate.hawaii.gov/events/
https://808cleanups.org/calendar/
https://oanrp.com/
https://dlnr.ivolunteer.com/#1
https://dlnr.ivolunteer.com/#1

