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RAPPEL MASTER COURSE
RMPIHANDOUT




RAPPEL MASTER PERSONNEL INSPECTION

Rappel Master Personnel Inspection (RMPI) is performed by a
current and qualified Rappel Master. A Rappel Master inspects all
rappellers who are rappelling off a tower or out of an aircraft.
During the inspection, the rappel seat or harness and equipment are
inspected for deficiencies that could potentially cause serious
injury or death to a rappeller.

A Rappel Master’s number one priority is SAFETY. At no
time will a rappeller attempt a rappel without being properly
inspected by a certified Rappel Master or commander-appointed
personnel. Failure to check a rappeller before conducting any type
of rappel could result in serious injury or death.

To assist you in training, this handout lists the most common
deficiencies found while inspecting a rappeller utilizing a Hip
Rappel Seat. There are two types of deficiencies you will see
during RMPI training: deliberate and student-rigged. As a student
you must seek clarification on how the deficiencies should be
rigged during training. Be sure to only rig the deficiencies that
appear in the RMPI Card (deliberate). Any additional deficiencies
will slow down the training process. Your instructors will inspect
every rappeller for proper rigging.



RMPI DEFICIENCIES BY INSPECTION SEQUENCE

Deficiency List

Square Knot On Wrong Side

Gloves Not Worn

Glove Unserviceable

Sleeve Not Down

Helmet Not Worn

Chinstrap Not Fastened
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Chinstrap Loose

Rucksack Cheststrap Not Fastened

FLC Not Fastened

Shirt Not Tucked In

Overhand Lay Below Belt

Carabiner Missing

Carabiner Inverted

Carabiner Backward

Carabiner Not Around All Ropes

Overhand-Lay Improper

Carabiner Through Overhand Lay

Carabiner Touches Square Knot

Square Knot Improper

Overhand Knot Missing

Overhand Knot Improper

Overhand Knot Tied To Wrong Rope

Overhand Knot Tied To Both Ropes

Overhand Knot Tied Behind Half-Hitch

Ropes Out Of Pocket

Leg Ropes Crossed

Half Hitch Missing

Half Hitch Improper
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Leg Ropes Too Close

X XXX [X X [X|X[X|X[X|X[X]|X[X]|X[X]|X[X]|X[X]X

Weapon Improperly Slung

Rucksack Not Secured

Seat Loose

Rope Routed Under Belt
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Equipment On Break-Hand Side X X

H - Hollywood Configuration
S - Semi-combat Configuration
F - Full-combat Configuration



RMPI DEFICIENCIES DEFINED

SQUARE KNOT ON WRONG SIDE

THE SQUARE KNOT IS TIED ON THE BRAKE HAND SIDE HIP

GLOVES NOT WORN

AUTHORIZED RAPPELING GLOVES NOT WORN

GLOVES UNSERVICABLE

GLOVE EXPOSES SKIN OR FAILS STITCH RULE

SLEEVE NOT DOWN

SLEEVE MUST BE UNROLLED AND CUFFED AT THE WRIST

HELMET NOT WORN

HELMET MUST BE WORN

CHINSTRAP NOT FASTENED

HELMET CHINSTRAP MUST BE FASTENED

CHINSTRAP LOOSE

HELMET CHINSTRAP IS NOT ADJUSTED PROPERLY OR NOT BISECTING CHIN

SQUARE KNOT IMPROPER

THE KNOT DOES NOT FORM TWO INTERLOCKING BIGHTS

OVERHAND KNOT(S) MISSING

OVERHAND SAFETY KNOT(S) ADJACENT TO SQUARE KNOT IS NOT PRESENT

OVERHAND KNOT TIED BEHIND HALF-HITCH

HALF-HITCH IS BETWEEN THE SQUARE KNOT AND OVERHAND SAFETY KNOT

OVERHAND KNOT IMPROPER

ONE OR BOTH OVERHAND KNOTS ON THE SQUARE KNOT ARE HALF-HITCH KNOTS

OVERHAND KNOT(S) TIED TO WRONG ROPE

OVERHAND KNOT(S) MUST BE TIED TO WAIST ROPE ONLY

OVERHAND KNOT(S) TIED TO BOTH ROPES

OVERHAND KNOT(S) MUST BE TIED TO WAIST ROPE ONLY

ROPES OUT OF POCKET

EXCESS ROPE TAILS ARE NOT INSIDE POCKET (UNLESS TOO SHORT)

RUCKSACK CHEST STRAP NOT FASTENED

RUCKSACK SHOULDER STRAPS ARE NOT FASTENED AT THE CHEST

FLC NOT FASTENED FLC NOT WORN AS DESIGNED
SHIRT NOT TUCKED IN UNIFORM TOP IS NOT TUCKED INSIDE THE PANTS ALL AROUND
OVERHAND LAY BELOW BELT THE OVERHAND LAY IS TIED BELOW THE TROUSER BELT

CARABINER MISSING

CARABINER IS NOT PRESENT

CARABINER INVERTED

GATE ISON BOTIOM OF CARABINER

CARABINER BACKWARD

CARABINER GATE MUST OPEN DOWN AND AWAY FROM RAPPELLER

CARABINER NOT AROUND ALL ROPES

CARABINER MUST CONTAIN BOTH THE WAIST ROPE AND OVERHAND LAY

CARABINER THROUGH OVERHAND LAY

CARABINER IS ROUTED THROUGH WRAPS OF OVERHAND LAY

OVERHAND LAY IMPROPER

OVERHAND LAY IS WRAPPED ONCE OR MORE THAN TWO TIMES

CARABINER TOUCHES SQUARE KNOT

SQUARE KNOT IS TIED TOO CLOSE TO OVERHAND LAY

LEG ROPES CROSSED

ROPES ARE CROSSED UNDER AND BETWEEN LEGS

EQUIPMENT ON BRAKE-HAND SIDE

ANY ITEM ON BRAKE-HAND SIDE THAT DOES NOT BELONG

ROPE ROUTED UNDER BELT

ROPE IS ROUTED BETWEEN TROUSER BELT AND RAPPELLER

HALF-HITCH IMPROPER

HALF HITCH BEHIND RAPPELLER IS TIED WITH LEG ROPE GOING UP BETWEEN
BODY AND WAIST ROPE BEFORE GOING OVER TOP OF WAIST ROPE

HALF HITCH-MISSING

HALF HITCH CREATED BY THE LEG ROPE BEHIND THE RAPPELLER IS MISSING

WEAPON IMPROPERLY SLUNG

WEAPON MUZZLE IS POINTING UP AND/OR TOWARD THE BRAKE HAND SIDE

LEG ROPES TOO CLOSE

LEG ROPES MUST BE MORE THAN 4" APART

SEAT LOOSE

SEAT EXTENDS 4" OR MORE AWAY FROM THE BODY

RUCKSACK NOT SECURED

ALL BUCKLES, EXCESS STRAPS, POUCHES, ETC... MUST BE SECURED
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SQUARE KNOT ON WRONG SIDE (MAJOR)

¥

GLOVE NOT WORN (MAJOR)




GLOVE UNSERVICEABLE (MINOR)

SLEEVE NOT DOWN (MINOR)




HELMET NOT WORN (MAJOR)

CHINSTRAP NOT FASTENED (MAJOR)




CHINSTRAP LOOSE (MINOR)




OVERHAND kKNOT MISSING (MAJOR)

OVERHAND KNOT TIED BEHIND 1/2 HITCH (MINOR)




OVERHAND KNOT IMPROPER (MINOR)

OVERHAND KNOT TIED TO WRONG
ROPE (MINOR)
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OVERHAND KNOT TIED TO BOTH ROPES (MINOR)

ROPES OUT OF POCKET (MINOR)
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CARABINER MISSING (MAJOR)
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CARABINER NOT AROUND ALL ROPES (MAJOR)
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SHIRT NOT TUCKED IN (MINOR)
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CARABINER INVERTED (MAJOR)
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CARABINER THROUGH OVERHAND LAY (MAJOR)

CARABINER TOUCHES SQUARE KNOT (MAJOR)
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OVERHAND LAY IMPROPER (MAJOR)
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HALF HITCH MISSING (MAJOR)
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LEG ROPES TOO CLOSE (MINOR)
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EQUIPMENT ON BRAKE-HAND SIDE (MAJOR)

RUCKSACK NOT SECURED (MINOR)
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