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Fort Detrick BIdS Farewell to CSM Erick Detrich in
Relinquishment of Responsibility

Story and Photos by Lanessa Hill, USAG Public Affairs

Chwt¢ 59 ¢ wU.5 Ardy GardRoh Fort Detrick bid farewell to
its senior enlisted advisor, Command Sgt. Maj. Erick Detrich, during a
Relinquishment of Responsibility ceremony on June 26, 2026, at the
Fort Detrick Auditorium. The ceremony marked the conclusion of
Detrich's tenure at the garrison and celebrated his retirement after 28
years of military service.

During his remarks, USAG Commander Col. Christopher Chung spoke
proudly of DetrichQimpactful work and steadfast commitment to the
installation.

OLooking back today, | know you can say with absolute certainty
that—Ilike every other command challenge youQe faced—you figured
that role out," Chung said. "You became so much more than an advi-
sor. You were the sensor of this organization. You were the clarifier of
higher command guidance and intent, a cheerleader, a consensus
builder, a collaborator, a coach, and a vital sounding board for our
employees.&

Chung went on to praise DetrichQ dedication to the workforce and

community.

@You consistently checked the pulse of the organization, connecting

with employees at the Operations & Maintenance shops, the Child
Development Centers and School Age Services, the police and fire ] o 3 L
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station, and the gates," Chung noted. "You mentored our Better Op-

support more than 15 community events. You cared for our Soldiers [FySaalr 1Attt ! {!D tdzoftAO !0l ANER
in need, working closely with Army Community Services to ensure

that thousands of dollars of Army Emergency Relief loans were acces-

sible.€

Throughout his assignment, Detrich led numerous efforts to improve Retirement Cont. to Page 2
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Retirement Cont. From Page 1

quality of life. He coordinated with the Army
and Air Force Exchange Services to establish
unmanned marketplaces in the Warrior Zone
to expand food options, and partnered with
privatized housing representatives to assess
living standards across Fort Detrick and the
Glen Haven housing communities.

Additionally, Detrich worked alongside the
School Liaison Officer to develop an Adopt-a-
School program for Fort Detrick. He also col-
laborated with fellow senior enlisted leaders
to implement a borrowed military manpower
program at the installation gates, balancing
critical mission assurance requirements while
minimizing the impact on units' primary mis-
sions.

Detrich thanked the Fort Detrick directorates,
USAG employees, tenant units, and local or-
ganizations for their support, noting that the
installation and the Frederick community rep-
resent the best location he and his family
have ever lived. He stressed the vital role that
garrison professionals play in everyday mis-
sion success.
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OWhen | first came here, | had never served in
a garrison role," Detrich said. "I didn®@know
what it was, what it entailed, or what to do.
But | quickly found out that it is everything
you do each and every day that ensures our
service members, their families, and our civil-
ians have everything they need."

He added, GYou make each other successful,
and you do it very well. Thank you for all you
do for the Army.£
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Immediately following the relinquishment,
the garrison hosted a retirement ceremony to
honor Detrich's nearly three decades of ser-
vice as he transitions into the next chapter of
his life.

He was joined by his family—including his
father Dana, mother Twyla, wife Janie, sons
Ethan and Matthew, daughter Makayla, and
grandchildren Mason, Max, and Meadow—as
well as numerous friends, colleagues, and
mentors. Detrich grew emotional when re-
flecting on the people who shaped his jour-

ney, expressing deep gratitude to his family
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By Kenya Baylor, National Museum of Health and Medicine

Mosquitoes, ticks, flies, and pollina-
tors drew a crowd at the National Mu-
seum of Health and Medicine's Buga-
palooza on June 13. Nearly 400 visi-
tors attended the annual event to

stood out: education is one of the best
tools for prevention.

"The first way that anyone protects

ent area of expertise, one message

for their unwavering support.

Over his 28-year career, Detrich served in
multiple leadership positions and completed
four deployments in support of Operations
Iraqi Freedom and Enduring Freedom.

ol went from an 18-year-old kid who was a
little ornery, to an equipment and parts spe-
cialist, to a heavy and light wheeled vehicle
mechanic," Detrich reflected. "Then, after a
few other positions, to a battalion command
sergeant major before coming to Fort Detrick.
And this is a special place."

He concluded, & can@believe my time has
already come to an end here at the garrison. |
had heard of Fort Detrick but had no clue
where it was. When | first arrived, everyone
told me that | was getting a great garrison
with motivated and dedicated Soldiers and
civilians. They were all so right.€

While the time flew by, Detrich stated he is
incredibly grateful for his time in uniform and
looks forward to the future, which includes
spending more time with his family and tak-
ing his boat out to fish every chance he gets.
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explore the world of insects through
hands-on activities, exhibits, and con-
versations with military and civilian
experts.

Throughout the day, visitors learned
how insects affect health, support the
environment, and affect military read-
iness. Children explored interactive
stations, families met researchers, and
guests discovered simple ways to stay
safe from insect-borne diseases.

While each presenter brought a differ-

themselves is by learning. Education is
our number one priority," said Navy
Lt. Cmdr. Jodi Fiorenzano, with the
Armed Forces Pest Management
Board.

Experts explained that understanding

insects is important not only for public
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carry have affected military forces
throughout history and remain a
threat today.
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"Historically infectious diseases have impacted soldiers much
more than bullets and shrapnel. A huge portion of those infec-
tious diseases are vector-borne diseases," said Army Maj. Paul
Lenhart, an entomologist with the Walter Reed Army Institute of
Research.

Army Maj. Aduba Obinna, with the U.S. Army Medical Research
Institute of Infectious Diseases, said vector-borne diseases can
have a serious impact on military units. "Vector-borne diseases
affect soldiers more than combat itself. It can incapacitate a
whole unit," Obinna said.

Presenters also explained how military teams prepare before
service members deploy. Experts study local health threats to
help protect forces operating around the world.

"We cannot put forces on the ground anywhere without first
making sure that they@e going to be safe and the environment is
going to be safe," said Navy Lt. Jacob Kabbah, with the Navy
Bureau of Medicine and Surgery.

The event also focused on steps visitors can take to protect

MWR hosts Outdoor Recreation Day

themselves and their families. Experts encouraged the use of
insect repellent, protective clothing, and routine tick checks
after spending time outdoors.

"Use repellent when they go outside, and make sure their home
is as sealed as possible. Screens are intact, and door seals are
good," Lenhart said.

By the end of the day, visitors left with more than fun memories
and hands-on experiences. They left with a better understanding
of how education, research, and prevention help protect service
members, families, and communities.

From mosquitoes and ticks to pollinators and other helpful in-
sects, Bugapalooza 2026 showed that even the smallest crea-
tures can have a big impact on our world.

NMHM thanks all presenters, volunteers, and visitors who
helped make Bugapalooza 2026 a success. We look forward to
welcoming everyone back next year for another day of science,
discovery, and bug-filled fun.




Fort Detrick Kicks Off Summer With Annual Flag Lowering

By USAG Public Affairs

Col. Chris Chung, Fort Detrick garrison
commander, and Command Sgt. Maj.
Erick Detrich high-five students at

Whittier Elementary School in Freder-
ick, Maryland, during the school's an-

nual flag-lowering celebration on June
16, 2026. The event kicked off sum-
mer vacation for more than 800

children. As a certified Purple Star
School, Whittier serves as the feeder
school for families stationed at nearby
Fort Detrick. Fort Detrick recognizes
the strength and support of our com-
munity and how their support enables
our service members to be mission




One Team, One Mission: USAG Hosts Annual Organization [
to Honor Workforce
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Fort Detrick hosted an opening ceremony on June 4, 2026 to kick off Army Heritage Month and commemorate 251 years of the United
States Army. The year 2026, marks an important milestone—the first year of the ArmyQ second quarter millennium, and the beginning
of a new chapter in our history. Displays included artifacts from the National Museum of Health and Medicine and guest speaker in-
cluded Command Sgt. Maj. (ret.) Darryl W. Warren who is also the commander of Frederick VFW Post 3285.




AMLC welcomes DeCola, bids farewell to
Wright in change of responsibility ceremony

‘ By CJ Lovelace, AMLC Public Affairs ‘

With the passing of the unit colors, Command Sgt. Maj. Andrew De-
Cola assumed responsibility as U.S. Army Medical Logistics Com-
mandQ senior enlisted adviser from Command Sgt. Maj. Gabriel
Wright during a ceremony June 22.

The traditional Army change of responsibility ceremony serves as a
simple yet profound physical act representing the formal transfer of
authority, responsibility and loyalty of the enlisted corps from one
senior noncommissioned officer to another.

AMLC Commander Col. Deon Maxwell officiated the event, praising
the critical role the NCO corps plays in maintaining the command's

global footprint and sustaining the health of the warfighter. . L ] w o
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backbone for that mission,€ Maxwell said.

The commander reflected on the impact of Wright, whose 26-year

. . . . in military medicine. Entering the Army as a combat medic in 2003,
career spans a diverse array of assighments, starting as an infantry-

. . . DeCola brings a wealth of experience from both tactical and strategic
man before transitioning to be a respiratory specialist. g P g

levels, including multiple deployments in support of the Global War
Calling Wright a ¢true standard bearer for the organization,&€ Maxwell on Terror and significant humanitarian missions globally.

noted his leadership has been crucial to AMLC navigating multiple

. . . . He most recently served as the command sergeant major for the
major events in recent years, including system and process changes,

. . . 421st Multifunctional Medical Battalion in Germany, having relin-
Al and power platform integration, staff restructuring and more, all Y g

quished responsibility just four days prior to taking up his new man-

while helping lead the command through building readiness to sup-
tle at Fort Detrick.

port real-world missions.

. . L . Maxwell expressed absolute confidence in DeCola's ability to guide
@¥our leadership has ensured our formation is not only tactically pro- P ytog

- . . . - the command into the future.
ficient, but technically unmatched in the realm of medical logistics

support for the warfighter,€ Maxwell said. it is clear you are the right leader at the right time to take on this

) . . . . . ibility,€ M I told DeCola. ¢Th f ical lo-
Reflecting on his tenure, Wright emphasized that true impact is responsibility, Maxwell told DeCola. dThe demands for medical lo

. - istics are not slowing down.€
measured by the people left behind to carry the mission forward. g g

dLegacy is not a building, an organizational chart or a position, & Taking the podium, DeCola voiced enthusiasm for joining the AMLC

. . . . . . . . enterprise. Drawing on his years of experience as a combat medic,
Wright said during his remarks. cLegacy is the people we invest in; P & ¥ P

. he noted his eagerness to collaborate on AMLCQ modernization initi-
itQthe leaders we develop, the teammates we support and the or-

o . atives to support the continued, seamless delivery of medical equip-
ganizations we leave stronger than we found them. If IQe contribut- PP ¥ quip

ed anything during my time, | hope it is that.£ ment and supply to the warfighter.

. . . . . Ultimately, the day served as a reminder of the command's endurin
Following his successful tour at AMLC, Wright@Q next assignment is to ¥ y &

serve as command sergeant major at Medical Readiness Command- purpose: ensuring the warfighter is medically equipped for any fight.

East at Fort Belvoir, Virginia. GReadiness does not occur by chance,€ Wright said. dit is built every

day by the individuals present in this audience and those supportin
As the colors passed to DeCola, AMLC gained a leader with deep vy ] P PP &

X us around the globe.€
roots



Heroes Walk: Fort Detrick honors the

fallen and their families

By USAG Public Affairs |

The Fort Detrick military community gathered on the Blue & Gray
Parade Field for the annual Heroes Walk ceremony, honoring Gold
Star Families and paying tribute to service members who lost their
lives in service to the nation.

The event, set against a backdrop of 250 American flags, red roses,
and patriotic placards, was co-hosted by Fort Detrick Garrison Com-
mander Col. Chris Chung and Maj. Gen. Paula Lodi, senior command-
er of Fort Detrick and commander of the U.S. Army Medical Research
& Development Command.

Leaders welcomed family members of 11 fallen service members:
Staff Sgt. Bryan Tomaszewski, Sgt. Blain Gatrell, Pfc. Semaj Hunter,
Sgt. William Scott, Spc. Taylor Sherwood, Sgt. David Smith, Sgt. 1st
Class Lange Vogeler, Sgt. Diana Molina, Master Sgt. Ashley Henning,
Sgt. David Williams, and Capt. Jennifer Odom.

During his remarks, Chung emphasized that the visual display of flags
and placards along Porter Street serves as both a memorial and a
celebration of meaningful service.

"We gather here today surrounded by a powerful, visual testament
to bravery," Chung said. "These 250 flags of our Nation and the plac-
ards bearing the names and faces of our fallen heroes represent the
very best of America."

Chung noted that each placard tells a deeply personal story of indi-
viduals who chose to act on their patriotism.

"They tell stories of daughters, sons, husbands, wives, fathers, and

mothers who looked at their country and said, 'l will serve," Chung

said. "They did not just love freedom in theory; they loved it in ac-

tion.

Turning his attention to the attending Gold Star Families, Chung
praised their resilience and reaffirmed the military installation's en-
during obligation to support them.

"To our Gold Star Families joining us today: you carry a burden that
few can fully understand, yet you carry it with immense grace,"
Chung said. "Sharing in your loss, encouraging you, and standing be-
side you is not just our duty — it is our absolute privilege and deepest
responsibility. You will always have a home and a family here."

Fort Detrick provides ongoing financial, educational, healthcare, and
housing assistance to families across Maryland, West Virginia, and
Virginia through its Survivor Outreach Services.

"We do this because our commitment to a Soldier does not end
when their service does, and our commitment to their family never

ends," Chung said.

The commemorative display will remain along Porter Street for sev-
eral weeks. Chung encouraged community members and passersby
to use the time to reflect on the individuals behind the names.

"As you walk or drive along Porter Street over the coming weeks, |
ask you not just to mourn, but to truly consider these faces and flags
and smile at their legacy," Chung said. "Let us resolve to live our lives
in a way that is worthy of the incredible price they paid."
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By Jenni Benson, USAG Public Affairs

When complaints about a stubborn stop light started piling up, most
of us grumbled and waited for a costly fix. But not Andrew Detwiler,
Acting Electric Supervisor with the Directorate of Public Works Inside
Electric Shop. Armed with curiosity and a knack for problem-solving,

he did what few dared—he read the manual.

When the work request landed on Detwiler@Q desk about a malfunc-
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tioning stop light, he admits, & was unaware of there being an issue

until | received a ticket stating the lights weren@functioning proper-
ly. I assigned the ticket to myself as | like a good challenge and love
learning something new.£ It turned out the problem had been frus-

trating drivers for months—at the very exit he used every day.

OApparently, this has been an issue for some time and | drive out that i

exit every day and didn@pay it any mind,£ Detwiler joked.

The fix wasn@straightforward. Brandon Rice, Supervisory General
Engineer from the same directorate, had been searching for answers,
even trying to track down the original equipment manufacturer—no
easy feat since the company had changed hands. But when Rice saw
Detwiler taking on the task, he handed over the only thing he had: a
generic manual and the keys. Detwiler was ready to dive in. @Once in
the cabinet | saw evidence of rodents that had taken up occupancy. |
was trying to figure out how to clean it all out without shutting down
the traffic signals and causing a crash. So, | moved on to trouble-

shooting the crosswalk signals.&

His approach was hands-on and inventive. & love to take things
apart, so | hopped right in and took all the crosswalk buttons apart
and used an electrical ohmmeter to figure out if they were working. |
found two that were not functioning.€ With no spare switches in
stock, he got creative: & started searching other equipment that pos-
sibly used the similar mini microswitches. Fortunately, | found two
that weren@the exact ones, but being the MacGyver that some call

me, | retrofitted the ones | found to get them functional again.£

Detwiler continued, @Once put back in operation, the change was
immediate—the lights changed rapidly when it sensed a vehicle at

the signal, and Brandon came and verified the timing.€ Problem
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solved.

But there was still the matter of weekend traffic. Contractors had
said it couldn@be done without new equipment, but Detwiler wasn®
convinced. d started reading the manual when | had a moment here
and there.€ Even on his day off, he was eager to learn, joining Bran-
don and a remote expert via FaceTime to program the controller. dit
started to storm—we stayed out in the rain for about 20 minutes
before we had to take a break and ultimately reschedule for another
day to finish. We tested the programming, and it worked without any

additional controllers.é

His efforts saved the organization a significant sum. Aif | had to guess
what it would have cost to have a contractor come in and change out
the equipment, which was the option being discussed, it could be
well over $100k. For fixing the buttons that were causing the main
issues, due to the age of the equipment, we probably saved between
five and ten thousand dollars between labor and parts to replace the

faulty ones.é

What drives him to go the extra mile? & personally love fixing things

and ultimately seeing the results. And when people smile because |

0/ 2yoydzsSSRAzy

0t K242



6{ 2L [AIKG O2yoaydSR FTNRBY LI 3IS oo

was able to get something fixed either temporarily or permanently
when they were experiencing stressful situations. | always try and
think outside of the box. When others say they can@—1 like to say |
can. | have noticed in my field that itQ easier to just say Yeplace it,Q
but it takes a good person to try and fix it.€ Detwiler also likes to get
to the root of the problem - not just fixing it, but figuring out why it
failed in the first place, recognizing his skills and abilities as a God-
given gift, A truly believe that God has blessed me with the
knowledge and skills, so | try and help as many as | can and whenever

| can.£

Detwiler shared a little bit about his background, and his sto-
ry is one of resilience and giving back. Removed from his
home at the age of nine and never returning, he grew up
with little and learned early on the value of hard work. Each
year, he returns to the group home organization where he
was raised, speaking to children facing the same challenges
he once encountered, offering them hope and inspiration.
His commitment to supporting young people extends beyond
these visits — he is a passionate advocate for kids, having
coached and mentored many over the years. For the past six
years, he has also coached his daughterQlacrosse team.
Now, he hopes to finish writing a book about his lifeQjour-

ney, continuing to inspire others with his story.

Fort Detrick Garrison Commander Col. Christopher Chung,

reflecting on the accomplishment, said, 8What Andrew did

about fixing a stop light; itQ about taking ownership, thinking crea-
tively, and making a real difference for our community. These are the

actions that keep us moving forward, both literally and figuratively.£

For Detwiler, it@simple: & honestly believe you get out what you put
into life. Success takes effort—failing is the easy way out.€ Thanks to

his ingenuity and determination to succeed, our stop light—and our

budget—are shining brighter than ever.

may seem small on the surface, but itQa perfect example of

the initiative and resourcefulness we value here. [tQnot just
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News - Events - Training
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Fort Detrick@ 2025 Drinking Water Quality Report is now open During weekend closures, all traffic that would normally use
for community review. This report provides an overview of the Old Farm Gate should usetheb I £ £ Ay (®bODIAN- D |
water quality data collected by water suppliers to ensure com- ber Drive, off Opossumtown Pike).
pliance with drinking water regulations. In 1996, Congress re-
vised the Safe Drinking Water Act to include a requirement for

all community water systems to deliver an annual summary of
water quality to their customers.

This applies to everyone entering and exiting the installation
on weekends.

The report is accessible through the following: Residents and Employees are encouraged to:

The Environmental Division, 9255 Amber Drive 1 Coordinate with weekend guests in advance.

Electronic copies available to family housing units Notify delivery services before weekend arrivals.

Both hard and electronic copies provided to organizations Direct all weekend traffic to Nallin Farm Gate.

and mission partners.

On the Fort Detrick website at https://

homeadmin.army.mil/detrick/about/Garrison/ _ o _ o _
directorate-public-works/environmental-management This decision was not made lightly; however, this adjustment is

_division necessary to stabilize our security guard workforce, ensuring
- we can maintain installation security while taking care of our
personnel. We recognize this is an inconvenience and sincerely
For more information, call Jairus Slagle, Directorate of Public ~ appreciate your understanding and cooperation as we imple-
Works, Environmental Division at (301) 619-0327 or the Envi-  ment this essential change.
ronmental hotline at 301-619-0044.
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Plan ahead to prevent weekend entry delays.
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With the help from our county colleagues, calls are immediate- ject. Employees of buildings 1545 and 1546 and residents will
ly dispatched to us here with details about the call, location, need to park in alternate areas during this time.
and necessary needs. If you call the Fire Department directly,
you are dialing a non-emergency phone line. ] 5
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Old Farm Gate (998 Old Farm Road, off Rosemont Avenue) will Reserve, National Guard, DoD Civilian, Retirees and Cadets.

be closed on weekends for both entry and exit until further Registration is opening soon and will close on July
notice. Weekday operations (Monday—Friday) remain un-
changed. 1, 2026. https://runsignup.com/Race?raceld=209346

POC: MSG Timothy Owens, timothy.t.owens8.mil@army.mil,

ht R CI NdfrerBain doSed on weekends for both entry 571-644-7846.
and exit. This became effective Sat. June 27,2026
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