
By

Melissa Connor & James Schneck

National Park Service
Midwest Archeological Center, Lincoln, Nebraska

Prepared for and funded by:
The Directorate of Environmental Compliance and Management

F ort Carson, Colorado



lso~~S g!l;11;) pm' Al:}~u~w S!llO']
'S){ma uqof IguoIO;) 'l~S~ID pml°"M ~l~U~ lOrUW 'mlO~lO;) sgImq;)
[Rl~U~D '~IAoa Au~a pm uqof tmu~tn~!'l ~pnI~u! sl~U~I pm sI~~
~uoqd~I~~ wm~l pm u°!1mm°JU! ~A~ O~ ~1ll!1 ~00~ oqA\ S~~A\~!Al~tUI

.~u~snrpu tnoAuI ggud Jo SpUnOl ~l~AgS

qgnolqJ. ~Ooq S~ tnd pm gU!ss~:)0ld plOA\ ~UlloJl~d uosuqof .f g!lUW

.(UO~S suIgnoa 'S:tlgq°"M U!I£!)J 'umqxow I°lm;) 'l~qqoD U~)J 'u~S~lpUV
uqOr) ~~rold ~q:J ~noqgnOlqJ. :tloddns P~P!AOld OS[R l~tU~;) ~~~oIooq~lV

~S~A\p!W S,~!Al~S ~md ~UO!tUN ~q:J ~u JJP.~s ~q.L .u°!1mmoJU!
~IqUl~P!SUro ~P!AOld pm AUUV ~q:J q:J!A\ uos!l;1!I mo su ~t~U

o~oq;) ~A~~S .opulOI°;) 'UOSm;) :tl°d 'tU~Ul~gumw pm g~mndwo;)
[RtU~wUOlI.AU3 Jo ~~U1Ot~~lI.a ~q:J Aq p~pullJ SUA\ t~~rold S!q,L

SmHW DG3'lM. O N)lJ V



m

6~ gU!PU~"H l~q1Jnd lod

' sd~.L

L~

x~Idwo;) re1!dsOH PIO ~q1 U! S~u!PI!ng

II m 1\\ ppo 1\\ U! ~:J!dsOH IU1~U~ uosmJ dwuJ ~q.L £z

.""""" UOSl'P.J 1l°tI JO Alo~s!H J~!la v

L Am~IIIW s~~t!~S P~~Iufl ~q~ uI s1t!~IdsOH

UO!~~npOl~UI

S~l~ld .Jo :!sl'l A!

s~ugm~pgl A\oill{~V I

Sl.N3.LNO;)



FIGURES

Interior of wwn hospital ward; location unknown cover

The hospital complex from the air

2. Typical hospital layout as described in a 1941 Army

technical manual

Proposed layout for the Camp Carson Station Hospital
showing building functions

3.
15

4. Location of the hospital complex and convalescent
hospitals ,., ,." , 25

, 265. Convalescent Hospital Area B

, 286. Convalescent Hospital Area C

Standard organization of regional medical services

and station medical services

7.

The Administration Building during the building's
tenure as post headquarters ,

8.

Elevations and sections for a neuropsychiatric ward ,419.

10. A neuropsychiatric ward with screened porches accessed
from the common-ward rooms 43

11. Interior of World War II hospital ward .. 44

12. Interior view of a special-ward second-floor hallway 45

,4813. Nurses' Mess and Kitchen

iv



A

x~ldwo:> {U~!dsoq ~q1 o~ 1 ~Z9S ~U!Pl!ng ~U!~:>~uuo:>
lOp!ll°:> ~lqnop pUR w~~sAs d~l JO ~oqs lOP~~UI .L

~snoq~lmS ~~ JO l°!l~~UJ .91

~nglow IR~!dsoq ~q~ lOJ SUO!~RA~I~ pun SURld .~I

.""""""""guwI1nH UO1:J\1~l~~"M ,s:Ju~1:J\1d "vI O~



pue ~uoI gre S~UWI!nq gq:J Jo A:t!lOrmu gq.L .loI°:> ~qg!I ~ pg~~d AI~U!
-~!lo glgA\ SI~A\ ~:>0Iq-lgpU!:> gq.L .sgJn:J:>ru:}S ~uonmnsU! 'ue~nnn
glgA\ gsgq:J ~~q:J uo!ssgld1lI! gq:J 19q:llnJ s~UWI!fiq gq:J Jo Sl°!l~U! gq.L

.S~J:1
1\\gJ u q~I1\\ Pg~uuld puu pg1\\om Apugu ~dg){ 'sugJU Assui?, glg1\\ s~U!PlInq

gq1 U~1\\~gq sg:)uds I{UUIs gu .loIo:) mugl:) A:IJ!p u pg~ufi:!d lOpg~Xg
gq1 puu 'S){:)oIq 19p1l!:) Jo pg~:)nJ:tsuo:) , A:JImn lOJ AI~:)!I1S Pg~Isgp glg1\\

mgq1 ~ll!l;)';}uuo:) sAu1\\){lU1\\ gq1 puu S~U!PI~q gql. .~ugJUddu sgmo:)gq
'Sgl:)U Z9 ~som{U ~UpgAo:) 'xgldmo:) gq1 Jo A~ISU~ gq1 'punoi?, gq~

mold .sAu!l\){fe1\\ PglgAO:) Aq pg~;)';}uuo:) ~som 'xgldmo:) gq1 uI s~uWlInq
6~ glg1\\ glgU .( I g~Id) A:J!IP.I~glJUI~uu~;),;}l s~I uI ~no poo~s '~Ug:)Sgl:)

s~~ Jo ~sg1\\q1nos gq1 o~ 'xgldmoJ IU:JIdsOH PIO gu .gduqs-~ug:)Sgj:)
u ll! ~no Pfi:!I sI uosJUJ :jjod Jo ~som ~uq1 ~s o~ Asug sl~I 'lfI:! gq1 mold

.uosJUJ :jjod ~U gq Plno1\\ 19PII~ {U:)I~gq1odAq mo 'gJn:J:)unr ~uq1 ~U ~~!l
'spuuIssui?, o~ pg~uuq:) uonU~g~gA gq1 pUU ~no pgugUUTJ punoi?, gq1 ugqJ\\
.sufl:!Id ~UgjD gq1 spJU1\\O~ 'suoAuu:) ~uwugJ:1-A1lg~sug 19q1O gq1 Jo guo lO

'uoAuuJ s,lgqsId ~nolq1 SdUqlgd 'llfI:!1unow guugAgqJ U1\\Op ~sug gpn~
AI{u:)ngq~odAq Plno:) guo '~~J O I I 'v I Jo uoI~uAgIg UU ~u ':){Ugd s,g){!d Jo

do~ gq1 mold .sUfl:!Id ~ugJD gq1 Jo g~pg gq1 puu sufi:!1unow ~;)0'M gq1 Jo
sgo~ gq1 U~1\\~gq pgI~sgu sgII UOnUAlgsg'M ,(re~IIIW uosJUJ :jjod gql.

.Ulg mumgIA gq1 puu

JUA\ UUglO)l gq1 ~upnp gIol sro Pg~Ugdgl xgldmO:) gq~ 's~ug~xg 19ssgI O.L
.g{U:)s sro uo pgpunO1\\ gq1 Jo uonu~IIIquqgl puu UJn:Jgj gq1 uI pg~udI:)nmd

~uq1 AItuno:) gq1 ll! sgxgldmo:) gq1 Jo guo SU1\\ xgldmoJ {U~IdsOH PIO

uosJUJ :jjod gu .spuuI ~uu~sW ll! pgpunO1\\ gsoq1 Jo uonu~IIIquqgl puu
UJn:Jgl gq1 SU1\\ JU1\\ gq1 Jo s~;)';}JJg '~ll!~suI puu '~uu~Iod ~som gq~ ~uomv
.:jjoJJg JU1\\ gq1 Aq ~;)';}JJU AI{Uuoslgd SU1\\ sg~U1S pg~1Un gq1 uI PI~:)
puu 'uemO1\\ 'uem AJ.gAg ~SOT.nIV .pUOlqU JU1\\ gq1 O~ gSUOdSgl s.AItuno:)

s~~ pgspdmo:) ~uq1 :jjoJJg gpI1\\UOnUU 'g{U:)s-IInJ gq1 pugqgldmo:)
O~ Aupo~ sn Jo Auem lOJ ~In:)YJW sI ~I .pglgPIsUO:) AIgAn:)grqo gq uu:)
'gIdood gq1 puu ' AJ:Juno:) gq1 uo s~;)';}JJg s~I ~uq1 ~sud gq1ll! q~noug ~UU1sW

sI n JUA\ P1loA\ ugq1\\ gmI~ U ~~:)Ugl1\\OU AluO sI sg~u~s pg~1Un gql.

NOIl.JnaO~

I 1;)1d{?q;)



Old Hospital Complex

-
"'
~
Q)

~
-
=
0
"'
Q)

~
-

0
-

~
Q)

:>

...
.;
Q)

~
-

6
o

~
~
Q)

~
6
o
()

-;-
.Q.
"'
0

~
Q)

~
~

Q)
...
=

.~
~

2



£

.Sl01~~l~ S:J.! Aq U~~S~lOJUn Alq~qold A:J!A~~U01
~ S~U!pnnq ~tp 1u~I ~~U~l~mP s~l. .s){~Iq l~PU!~ ~U!sn ~1~lll1SUO~

SUM '~JlJ JO Ip.~J ~q1 pUR S{t?!l~1~ JO A1!I!q~I!"RA~ ~tp JO Uon~U!qwo~

~ 01 ~np 'x~Idmo~ ~!dSOq ~qJ. .A~po1 uon~I{t?1SU! ~tp 1~ ~sn U! IIns ~IP.

S~lll1~lll1S U~pOOM AmlOdm~1 n IP.A\ PPOA\ ~tp JO Amml 'l~A~MOq 's!tp

~1!ds~a lu~m~s~q ~ tP!M lO sp~d ~1~l~UO~ Uo 10U 'SIP.II!d ){~Iq l~PU!~

UO 1~S ~l~M AURW .S~U!PI!llq 1S0m JO UO!1~lll1SUO~ ~tp U! p~sn SUM pOO A\

.uon~I~SU! AmlOdm~1 ~ ~U1l1Y~ l~uumn ~ U! P~1~lll1SUO~ SUM dmu~

~tp JO 1S0m '~lOJ~l~ql. .UO!1~I~SU! AIP.1!I!lli 1U~URllil~d ~ 10U '1U~UlU01UR~

AmlOdm~1 ~ S~ ~1~~!S~P S~M 'UOSIP.J dmuJ ~n 1~tp 1~ 'UOSIP.J

1l°tI .sURld AIP.1!I!lli s~!l~S 008 ~tp ~l~M ~!dSOq ~q1 JO ~!S~P ~tp U! ~sn
~l~M 1~tp SURld JO S~!l~S ~ql. .{t?nsnun AI{t?lll1~~1~~IP. S~M ' AI~U~P!~~~

1S0m{t? 'X~IdmoJ ~!dSOH PIO ~tp 'I~UUOSl~d P~UllOJ!Ull SI~~!l~

JO SpURSnotp JO S~A!I ~tp U! p~A~Id 1! ~IOl ~tp 01 Uon!PP~ UI

.~J!I UR!I!A!~ 01 wm~l I~UUOSl~d
Auuy ~u!dI~q 'l~1u~~ UO!1~Ip.d~S ~ SU ~Al~S ~!dSOq ~tp 'SIP.A\ muU1~!A

pUR UR~lO)l ~q1l~Ul'! pUR n IP.A\ PPOA\ l~Ul'! AI~1~~muq .p~pUnoM
~q1 JO Uonm!I!q~q~l pUR Al~AO~l ~tp lOJ ~~U p~pURdx~ ~tp l~AO~ 01

SIP.A\ muU1~!A pUR UR~lO)l ~tp ~U!lllP p~pURdx~ ~l~M S~!1!I!~~J ~!dSOq

~ql. "JI~S1! 1S0d ~tp JO sp~~U ~tp l~AO~ 01 ~1~nb~p~ Aldm!s S~M ;}Z!S

p~q ~tp '~1n!1~~~~d ~u!llla .~1snrp~ Apu~nb~lJ S~n!I!~~J ~!dSOq {t?m~~
~tp JO ~Z!S p~ ~tp tP!M ' AlJ,uno~ ~tp JO S~~U ~U~URq~ ~tp 01 ~1d~

s~q x~Idmo~ ~ql. .ss~m pUR 'sl~:).mnb 's~~YJO ~U!Z!suqdm~ SUon~UllJ

JO A:J~!IP.A ~ p~q x~IdmoJ ~!dSOH PIO ~tp '9661 pUR Zt6I U~~M1~g

.s~n!I!~~J l~PIO ~tp P~~~Id~l ~!dSOH Auuy SURA3 ~tp U~qM 9861 Inun
A:J!I!~~J {t?~!p~m ~ SU ~Uon~UllJ x~Idmo~ ~tp JO SUO!:Jl°cI .s1u~lli:).md~p

Auuy JO A:J~!IP.A ~ lOJ S~~YJO S~ ~sn U! IIns ~ s~u!PI!nq ~tp JO Amml

'~un!JA\ s!tp 1~ 'l~A~MOH .sIP.~A ~ltp URtp ss~I lOJ {t?Uon~UllJ AIIllJ S~M

'p~~!S~P SU 'x~Idmoo ~ql. .Zt6I '91sll:3nv UO p~U~do {U1!dsoq ~qJ.

.UO!1mS SSOlJ ~~ ~ pUR
'xcI ~ ' Amlq!I ~tp 'ss~m ~tp 's~n!I!~~J {U1!dsoq ~tp II~ ~l~M S~ 'x~Idmo~

~q1 01 p~q~~u~ ~l~M SpIP.M pUR S){~~lIP.q {t?~~ ~q1 'SA~!'.\){[p.M ~tp

Aq x~Idmo~ ~tp 01 ~q~~u~ 10U ~~M sl~:).mnb 1s~ll:3 ISl~~YJO pUR IS~SlnU

~q1 ~I!qM. .x~Idmo~ ~tp ~P!SU! sA~p ~l!1u~ pu~ds AI!S~~ Plno~ JJp.1S pUR

S1U~n~cI .x~Idmo~ ~tp U!tP!M SlOP!ll°~ MOlIP.U '~U01 JO s~I!lli ~~npold

'S~U!pnnq U~~M1~ SA~M){{t?M ~tp tP!M p~U!qmo~ 's!tp pUR' MOlIP.U~

l~d1!11J



Old Hospital Complex

The longevity of the buildings also gave the Amly a series of
headaches as the buildings aged. The electrical system was quickly
overburdened as medical technology developed and placed increasing
emphasis on electrical equipment. Even by 1945, renovation of the
complex had started with the addition of fIre escapes to the second
floors. Wooden stairs leading to doorways were eventually replaced
with concrete stoops. The plumbing and lighting systems have had to be
updated several times, and the insulation and heating systems have also
had to be updated. The increasing dependence of offices on computers
has again highlighted the inadequacy of the electrical system. Finally,
the lack of air-conditioning, while common in 1942, causes complaints
among 1990s occupants of the buildings.

These problems led Fort Carson' s Directorate of Public Works
(DPW) to evaluate the cost of renovating and upgrading the buildings
versus demolishing the buildings versus mothballing them. The financial
costs were considered in conjunction with the historic value of the
structures. DPW concluded that in order to renovate and upgrade the
buildings to current standards, the interior of most of the buildings would
need to be completely rebuilt for the structure to be usable. The exteriors
of the structures were painted with lead paint, and asbestos is also
present. Mothballing the structures consists of capping the utilities,
draining the lines, and securing the buildings. The exteriors of the
structures would still need to be painted to prevent deterioration, and
other maintenance would still occur, but in a reduced amount. DPW
anticipated that safety would be a constant problem if the facility was
mothballed, since Amly housing is located nearby and sma11 children and
teenagers would have constant access to the area. The sale of the
buildings was also considered, but the idea was discarded since the
buildings could not be moved due to the concrete-block construction.

These recommendations were sent to the Colorado State Historic
Preservation Office. That office, Fort Carson, and the Advisory Council
on Historic Preservation outlined the steps necessary to document the
Old Hospital Complex in a Memorandum of Agreement signed on 14
February 1995. This document stipulated that the entire complex would
be photogrammetrically mapped, that all structures would be described in
narrative format, and that a Colorado Historic Building Inventory would
be completed for each structure and corridor. Each building would be
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Old Hospital Complex

The 600 Series of building plans for mobilization camps were
complete in 1914. These drawings largely remained unchanged
throughout World War I. For the most part, they were unpainted single-
story gable-roofed frame buildings, with single-sash windows and metal
chimneys on tarpaper roofs. Central heating and indoor plumbing were
not part of the design. These were modular buildings based on a 20-foot
span, with overall lengths varying according to need, but divided into
bays of 7 feet. Barracks were heated with a stove placed near the center.

When war started in Europe in 1914, the Regular Anny had 4,701
officers and 87,781 men. Diplomatic relations were broken with
Germany on February 3,1917, and the U.S. entered its fIrst World War.
World War I was the fIrst war in the history of the United States in which
death from battle exceeded that from disease, even with the worldwide
flu epidemic of 1918. Sixteen additional cantonments and 16 camps
were constructed, based on standardized plans, with final designs and
specifications based on the site-specific details. All locations included
hospitals and/or infIrmaries. In 1918, the Surgeon General reported that
over 80 fully equipped hospitals in the United States offered a total
capacity of 120,000 patients, 74,672 of them at camp hospitals.

Demobilization after World War I reduced the armed forces
considerably. In 1933, Chief of Staff Douglas MacArthur ranked the
United States 17th among the armies of the world. As historian David
Cleary has pointed out, nowhere was the U .S. Anny's lack of preparation
for World War II more evident than in the lack of hospital facilities. In
June 1939, there were 135,749 Anny officers and men stationed in the
United States and Alaska. They were served by 4,136 general hospital
beds and 8,234 station hospital beds. In general, a station hospital
normally only served the local station to which it pertained, and the bed
size fluctuated with the manpower detailed to the station. General
hospitals are designed to serve general and special needs, and patients
needing services not available to them locally may be sent to a general
hospital. The ratio of beds to strength was three percent for general
hospitals and six percent for station hospitals. When the war started, the
Medical Department had five general hospitals and 104 station hospitals
in the United States and Alaska and two general and 15 station hospitals
overseas. The hospitals were scattered around a number of permanent
posts and had typical ages of 25 to 30 years. Few had facilities to
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Old Hospital Complex

too solid for "temporary" construction. ByOctober 1942, the 800 Series
had been canceled.

As the United States faced up to the reality of mobilization, sites for
construction were chosen, land acquisition began, and contractors. were
selected. As locations were chosen, architect-engineer contractors
adapted standardized plans to local conditions with an eye toward speed
of planning and construction. Construction work was hampered by a
shortage of lumber and other materials. The lumber industry went on
strike in the fall and the program ran out of lumber. The construction
program was organized in a highly centralized manner, and the major
concern was to keep enough funding coming in to cover the construction
costs.

The accelerated schedules for construction forced the crews into an
assernbly-line approach that is common today in tract housing but was
new at the time. Crews of masons, carpenters, plumbers, and electricians
went from building to building performing specialized functions.

When the scope of mobilization became clear in August 1940, the
Surgeon General authorized the construction of ten new general
hospitals, with a total of 9,500 beds. These were to be distributed around
the country proportionate to troop strength. Two were to be created by
the conversion of station hospitals to general hospitals.

Station hospitals also increased, both in size and number. Between
September 1940 and December 1941, station hospitals increased from
7,391 beds to 58,736 beds. During the same period, space in general
hospitals increased from 4,925 beds to 15,533 beds. Due to the sudden
expansion, the military was short on medical supplies. They fIrst issued
World War I surplus stocks, but 20-year-old medical supplies were of
limited use. The typical hospital opened only 50 to 60 percent complete
in terms of the necessary equipment and supplies.

Hospitals built between 1940 and mid-1941 mostly followed the
Surgeon General's 1935 plans and were not considered satisfactory. The
Surgeon General's Office and the Quartermaster General's Office were
forced to cooperate to redesign the hospital buildings. The new hospital
buildings were of two-story masonry construction, making them more
compact and fIre-resistant. All wards and clinics were increased from 25
to 32 feet wide and were arranged in more efficient layouts. In August
1941, the General Staff authorized two-story, semi-permanent, fIre-
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Old Hospital Complex

concrete block, rather than a temporary design of lumber. Both of these
contributed to the long-lived nature of these "temporary" buildings.

World War II General Hospitals

The general guidelines in 1941 for locating and establishing a
general hospital can be found in the Technical Manual for Fixed
Hospitals of the Medical Department published in the summer of 1941
by the War Department. The manual shows a typical layout for a 1,000-
bed general hospital, which was to be suited to local conditions and
needs (Figure 2).

In general, a 1,000-bed general hospital would have 62 buildings: 33
wards, administration, surgical, receiving and forwarding, and bath
buildings, messes, and personnel buildings. The manual specifies three
types of wards: combination, standard, and detention. The combination
ward has 26 beds, 10 of which were private and 16 in an open ward.
Wards of this type provided for the seriously ill, isolation and
segregation. Standard wards had 33 beds, with only two semi-private
beds and the rest open. These wards were intended for the
noncontagious and convalescent patients. The detention ward has 25
beds, 9 private and 16 open. The porches were to be iron-meshed, rather
than open. These wards were meant for neuropsychiatric patients and
prisoners. In a general hospital of 1,000 beds there were to be 10
combination, 21 standard, and 2-4 detention wards.

Quarters were divided into areas for officers, nurses, and the
medical detachment. In the standard general hospital described in the
1941 technical manual, officers' and nurses' accommodations should
consist of simple 1- and 2-bed rooms, common toilets and showers, and a
common living room in all buildings. The medical detachment should be
housed in barracks on the basis of 125-man blocks. A 250-man block
consisted of four barracks, one mess hall, one recreation building, and
one administration and supply building. Variations were encouraged
with different-sized detachments to minimize the administrative and
transportation aspects. It was considered necessary to have at least three
messes: one for officers, one for the enlisted detachment, and one for
enlisted patients. In this plan, officers and nurses shared the same mess.
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Old Hospital Complex

The corridor system was divided into two types of corridors: open
covered walkways and enclosed walkways. The nurses' and officers'
quarters were attached to the complex via open, covered walks. A
system of fIre roads also ran through the complex, no doubt as the
buildings were expected to consist of woOd construction.

The general layout was encouraged to be followed if local terrain
permitted. The fundamentals governing the layout included: (a)
buildings having to do with the sick are centrally located, (b) ward
housing principally for ambulant patients (standard wards) forms the fIrst
concentric building group immediately surrounding the central group, ( c )
wards housing communicable diseases, the seriously ill requiring quiet,
and the segregated ( combination wards) form the next concentric

building group.
Nine general hospitals were authorized and built at the beginning of

World Warn. These included the hospital at Camp Carson as well as
hospitals at Fort McCoy (Wisconsin), Fort Riley (Kansas), Fort Leonard
Wood (Missouri), Fort Gordon (Georgia), Fort Jackson (South Carolina),
and Camp Wallace (Texas). The general hospital at Camp Carson
followed these general guidelines (Figure 3). The relatively flat site
provided no obstacles to the layout of a classic military general hospital.
The major differences between the hospital at Camp Carson and the
other hospitals were not in the layout, but rather in the use of the 800
Series drawings and the semi-permanent construction, rather than the
temporary construction. This meant that the buildings were two-story
cinder block buildings, rather than one-story wooden buildings.
Walkways were changed to two-story, enclosed corridors with ramps in
the middle to facilitate the transportation of wheelchairs and gurneys
between floors. The corridors connected through the center of each
building, rather than at the ends.

The two-story construction did not halve the number of buildings,
but did reduce it. The proposed layout in the technical manual consists
of 62 buildings, of which 33 were wards. The hospital complex at Camp
Carson consisted of approximately 55 buildings, of which 22 to 24 were
originally designed as wards. The general layout of a "typical II 1,OOO-bed

hospital occupied 42 acres. The larger 800 Series buildings allowed
hospital patient capacity to triple while occupying only half again as
much area. Camp Carson's hospital occupied about 64 acres. By the end
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Old Hospital Complex

of the war, it could accommodate 3,000 patients, or 2,000 patients over
the number accommodated in the proposed layout.

The hospital as designed functioned as the proposed layout
indicated. The administration and receiving areas were in the front of the
hospital, flanked by the nurses' and officers' quarters. Many of the
services needed by the patients, x-ray, surgery, mess, Red Cross, and
library, were located in the center of the complex, flanked by wards on
either side. The barracks for the medical detachment were in the rear of
the complex, as were the medical supply warehouses, the morgue, and

the utility and support buildings.
The hospital complex functioned fully as it was designed for no

more than three or four years (1942 to 1945), and it probably functioned
at full capacity for less than two years. Shortly after the war ended,
excess wards were being converted to officers' quarters. As the need for
hospital facilities lessened between wars, hospital facilities were
converted to other uses. During wartime (Korea, Vietnam), as the need
for hospital facilities increased, more portions of the hospital complex
were re-used as medical facilities.

16
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Old Hospital Complex

and artillery, consisting of 14,615 enlisted men and 630 officers. Thanks
to the planning and topographic surveys already conducted, it was
possible to begin construction almost immediately.

Construction of the Old Hospital Complex was carried out by the
Colorado Springs Constructors, Incorporated. This company, known
also as !lThe Big Five,!I consisted of a group of five companies that
combined their resources to construct 1,650 buildings in a matter of
months. Companies comprising the Big Five included Edward H.
Honnen Construction Company of Colorado Springs, Colorado; Peter
Kiewit of Omaha, Nebraska; Condon-Cummingham Construction
Company of Omaha; Thomas Bate and Sons of Denver, Colorado; and
the C.F. Lytle Company of Sioux City, Iowa. Thousands of men and
women, laboring around the clock, participated in construction. Skilled
laborers were initially culled from union rosters nationwide. At the peak
of construction activity, however, skilled labor that the unions could not
provide was recruited from the general work force.

Construction at the camp proceeded rapidly, and the fIrst building
was completed at Camp Carson on January 31, 1942, less than a month
after the announcement that the camp would indeed be established. Most
of Camp Carson was constructed using the 800 Series building plans.
These plans were introduced in 1941, and their use was cancelled in
October 1942, due to general dissatisfaction with the amount of materials
and design of the structures. The hospital buildings constructed at Camp
Carson varied from the standard 800 Series plans in several ways. When
constructed as semi-permanent buildings at Camp Carson all walls were
constructed with 8!1 x 8!1 x 16!1 (nominal) cinder block. Exterior double
doors and paired windows specified to have brick rowlock arched lintels
were instead constructed with one or more pre-cast, reinforced-concrete
or cinder block lintels. The only known use of 4!1 x 2 1/3 !I x 8 !I

(nominal) bricks occurred in the blocked-up foundation wall openings
through which utility lines ran, in some window sills, and reportedly in
the lintels of some interior double-door openings. Window sills at
Buildings 56220 and 56226 were constructed of red clay bricks. Many
or all of the remaining buildings have cinder brick window sills.

The assembly-line method of construction, which was making
headlines all around the country , was also used in building Camp Carson,
and the newspapers reported on the method there as elsewhere. A transit
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Old Hospital Complex

end of the war. Major units stationed at Camp Carson after World War
n earned the post the nickname of the "Home of Mules, Mutts, and
Mountaineers." The 4th Field Artillery Battalion (Pack) continued its
training with mules. Camp Carson also became the summer home for
mountain troops who wintered near Leadville. The 39th and then the
14th Regimental Combat Teams used the camp as headquarters.

The northeast section of the post held the mule barn area. Each
mule of the 4th Field Artillery Battalion (Pack) had its own serial number
and was trained to carry portions of 35mm howitzers weighing as much
as 300 pounds, plus a 95-pound pack saddle. On December 15, 1956, the
Army mules were retired, to be replaced by helicopters. The mule barns
were razed in 1970.

In the 1950s and 1960s, one group of Carson trainees ate raw meat,
fought with their teeth, were chained at night, and branded for
identification. They were the four-footed members of the Army's canine
school where dogs were trained as scouts, messengers, and sentries. By
1954, the school had furnished a dog platoon for each active division. In
July 1974 dog training became an Air Force function and the Carson
center was discontinued.

With the start of the Korean War in 1950 the military began to
expand again. A Separation Center was established at the post. Through
the center enlisted reservists, national guardsmen, and draftees were
separated from the service, and additional men, rotated from combat
zones, were reassigned duties. Also in 1951 a Blood Donor Center was
established at the army hospital. Voluntary donations from troops and
civilians sent more than 11,500 pints of blood to Korea. Other units
included the 5022 ASU Special Troops, 4Oth Field Artillery Group, 11 th
Armored Cavalry Regiment, 313th Engineer Construction Group, U.S.
Army Hospital, Mountain and Cold Weather Training Command, and
the Army Dog Training Center. When the Korean War ended in 1953,
the Army again began to downsize, and the east wing of the hospital
complex was converted to officers' quarters.

In August 1954 Camp Carson officially became a permanent
installation and the name was changed to Fort Carson. Camp Hale, near
Leadville, was only sporadically used after the transfer of the Mountain
and Cold Weather Training Command for Fort Greeley, Alaska. Camp
Hale was closed June 30, 1965. In trade for camp Hale, 2,871 acres~
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Old Hospital Complex

The hospital opened on August 6, 1942, and admitted the fIrst
patient the following day. It could accommodate 1,250 patients with a
staff of 1,000 nurses, hundreds of doctors, and 2,000 civilians, according
to articles in the Colorado Springs Gazette and Telegraph. By early 1943,
hospital capacity expanded to 1,754 beds, and by August, 1943, plans
were made to expand hospital capacity to 2,146 beds. By the end of the
war, the hospital could handle about 3,000 patients. On May 10, 1943,
the Convalescent Barracks opened. Prisoner of War wards also opened
in May, and cared for between 100 and 130 admissions a month.

In October 1943, the hospital became home to the Army Nurse
Corps Training Center, which trained civilian nurses in Army nursing
techniques. The center only existed for two years, but trained over 3,000
nurses.

Convalescent rehabilitation was an ongoing part of the Camp
Carson hospital mission. In September 1943, the Camp Carson
Mountaineer reported that "in the far end of the Station Hospital are
located barracks for men who are able to leave their hospital ward, but
are still not ready to return to their outfits for general duty." In June
1944, the station hospital was redesignated as the Fort Carson Army
Service Forces Convalescent hospital. In February 1945, the Camp
Carson U.S. Army General Hospital was activated. In May 1945, the
Fort Carson Hospital Center was organized with jurisdiction over the
convalescent center, the general hospital, and the nurses' training center.
By the end of the war, there were two convalescent hospital centers in
addition to the general hospital complex (Figure 4). Combined, these
two centers could handle an additional 4,500 patients. These centers
were to emphasize the rehabilitation of patients through physiotherapy,
recreation, and vocational training. Both centers were mainly of
temporary wooden buildings, which are no longer extent.

Convalescent Hospital Area B was constructed in 1945 at least
partially from 700 Series plans. It housed about 2,400 patients and
included three mess halls, a ration breakdown building, post exchange, a
clinic, a bowling alley, five gymnasiums, shops, a physiotherapy
building, swimming pool, and a Finnish bath (Figure 5). Sports facilities
included tennis, basketball, handball, croquet, horseshoe, volleyball, bad-
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Figure 5. Convalescent Hospital Area B. From Carson's Record is Proven: Hospi-
talization in Nature's Most Healthful Climate..and Morale-Building Environment.
Manuscript on file in the Local History Collection, Pikes Peak Library District,
Colorado Springs, Colorado.

26



LZ

:lU:}Idsoq ~~ s~I.I"s~p 1lod~l
~q.L .Spgq 001 Jo ,\:J;I"~d~" ~ :J~ nI:Js S~M U~~ lU:}Idsoq ~~ :J~~ S~:J~S

uosmJ dwuJ Jo ~:JIdsOH uoI:J~S ~~ Jo 1lod~~ ~nuuy 6v61 ~q.L
.suoI:J"UnJ lU:}Idsoq mlnB'~l Jo :JIp.d SU :Jno P~!JlR" ~l~M S~I:J!AI:J"~ ~S~~

'Apu~mddv .Lv61 '1 :JsnB'nv uo lU:}Idsoq uoI:J~s ~~ :J~ ~"IAl~S A1~AIl~P
pm ,\:J;III"~J ~"!1:J~:Jsqo ~:J~ldmoo ~ Jo uoI:JmI:JsuI ~q:J ~IM p~lln""O ~~mq"
lOr~ ~ :J~~ p~:JOU 1lod~~ ~nuuy ~q.L .11-V pmA\ UI ~l~M S~~~J

nv .ZI-V 'pmM ~UO O:J ~ll~JSml:J s:Ju~I:J~d ~"!p~m 1~ pm P~sol"
~l~M SpmM oollp 'Lv61 Alnf UJ .Lv61 '11 Alnf uo sp~q 001 O:J p~"np~l
l~q:tlnJ pm 'Lv61 '1 Alnf uo sp~q OOZ O:J ~S~~l"~p S~M S!lU .m~A

~q:J Jo ~U1UU~~ ~~ :J~ spgq O~Z p~zI.l°q:Jn~ SUM lU:}Idsoq ~~ s~~"!pUI

uosmJ dwuJ Jo lU:}IdsOH uoI:J~~S ~~ Jo 1lod~~ ~nuuy Lv61 ~q.L
.s:Ju~pu~d~p l!~~ pm I~UUOS1~d Al"R:JIl1lli O:J P~~Iss~ sl~:JIp.nb ~UIAn

O:JUI P~1l~AUO" ~l~M lU:}Idsoq ~~ Jo pu~ W~:JSU~ ~~ :J~ s~u!Pl~q lU:}Idsoq
~snun ~~ Jo Amw '9v61 UJ .p~ss~:)0ld ~l~M ~~m ~:J~S-lnOJ ~ molJ
sl~!PloS lOJ S:JU~ISSU~l pm s~~mq"s!p ~l~qM l~:JU~" uoI:J~md~s ~ SU

~Al~S s~U!PIInq lU:}Idsoq p~snun ~q.L .1~m~AON UI sp~ 00£ O:J p~"np~l
1~q1lnJ pm ~unf UI spgq O~£ O~ ~"n~l S~M S!l{.L .~~Idsoq uoI:J~:Js

P~-OOv ~ Aq P~"~ld~l S~M ~:JIdsoq ~l~U~~ ~q.L .oP~loloJ 'uosmJ
dwuJ '~:JIdsOH uoI:J~S SU AluO SU UM°tD1 Al~oJ ~"~q lU:}Idsoq
~q~ U~qM '9v61 '1£ q"mw uo p~:J~AI:J"~UI S~M l~:JU~" lU:}Idsoq ~q.L .~pu~
s~I:JIII"~J ~~Idsoq ~AISU~:JX~ lOJ p~~U ~~ 'n m A\ P1l0 A\ JO pu~ ~~ :JV

.A1~q"m pm
'Jlo~ 'pmoq~wnqs 'uo~U1illp~q 'n~qA~nOA 's~OqS~SlOq ':J~nbol" 'l~qpmq
'l~q:J~){S~q 'sIUU~~ lOJ s~~m pm 'wnIs~uwA2 ~~ ~pnl"uI s~I:JnI"~J s1lodS
.(9 ~1nB'Id) ss~m ~ pm sl~nb SU n~M SU '~u!pIInq Ad~l~q:J ~uoI:J~dn":)0
m pm Ad~l~q:JOIsAqd ~ 'sl~:JIp.nbp~~q ~UIU°I:J!pUO"~l uoI:J~"np~
~"IsAqd ~ '~U!PIInq SSOlJ p~~ ~ ' Amsu~ds!p u°I:J~lnsuo" ~ '~"YJo

:Jsod ~ '~U!PIInq uoI:J~"yIssul" pm ~un~suno" ~ 'SUlOO1SS~I" '~~mq"x~
:Jsod ~ '~u!pIInq uoI:J~u~I.I° m ~pnl"uI l~U~" ~~ ' Al~~!lO .:J~X~ nI:Js

l~:JU~" :Ju~"s~I~Auo" ~~ molJ s~u!pIInq M~J ~~ JO ~UO SI ( 1 VVZd3~ ~:JIs

'£v81-.L ~U!PIInH) mAD ~SlOH uoll ~q.L .smld s~I.I~S OOL molJ Al~~d
:Js~~1 ~~ ~v61 UI ~~"ru:}suo" OS~ SUM J ~~lV lU:}IdsOH ~U~"S~~AUOJ

.UOI:J"ru:}SUO" ){:)0lq l~PUI" JO ~l~M

(~vvZd3~ ~:JIs 'OZ19- .L ~U!PIInH) 1~:J~~~ ~~ pm (vvvZd3~£ ~:JIs '6VO9
-.L ~U!PIInH) mnIsuuwA2 ~uo AIUO .S:jln°" pmoq~mnqs pm 'uo~u1lli

t l~dt!q;)



Old Hospital Complex

28



6Z

p';}t~m~nu Ip.';}A ';}~ 10J UO!t~Z!l°~n~ p';}q t~~ S';}t~tS :jlOd';}~ ~nuuv

17S-61 ';}ql. .p';}Z!SUMOP U~S~ S~M ~!dSOq ';}qt 'IP.A\ ~,;}10)J ';}~ l,;}W

.~pU,;} IP. A\ ~,;}10)J

';}~ l~ sOS-61 AIIP.';} ';}qt U! ~s~';}~ Apu';}Ip.dd~ S~t!dSOq tU';}~S';}~AUO~ ';}~ JO
';}s11 .St~ SU!Snoq l,;}~YJO ot p';}:jl';}AUO~ U~S~ ,;}l,;}M sSu!pI!nq p';}snun ';}~ JO

tSoW .P';}sOI~ ~M X';}Idwo~ ~!dSOq ';}~ JO SU!M t~';} ';}~ p~ p';}p';}';}U 1';}SU01

OU U~S~ ,;}l,;}M s';}!t!I!~~J ~!dSOq JO Sl~WnU ';}SIP.I q~ns '£S-61 U! p';}pu';}

IP.A\ ~,;}10)J ';}~ U';}qM. .00£'1 S~M Ip.';}A ';}qt 10J ~!~~d~~ p~ p';}Z!l°qtn~

';}qt t~qt S';}t~tS ~!dSOq ';}~ JO :jlOd';}~ ~nuuv ZS-61 ';}ql. .1,;}tU';}~ 10UOp
poOIq ~ OS~ P~ 'l,;}tU';}~ uO!l~Ip.d';}s ~ ';}Snoq ot p';}sn U~S~ osI~ ~M I~t!dsoq

';}ql. .s';}!t~ns~~ SU!W°~U! ';}~ ';}Snoq ot SpIP.M ';}Ay ot p';}p~dx';} ,;}l,;}M

s';}!l!I!~~J ~!dSOq '0~61 U! IP.A\ ~,;}10)J ';}~ JO SU!UU!S';}q ';}~ ~!A\

.stu';}!l~d ';}I1?W,;}J I~ 10J p';}sn p~ pIP.A\ S,U';}WOA\ ';}~ p';}t~uS!S';}p
S~M pIP.M p~ ~ p~ '(O1V ';}~!Al';}s I~~!Sros ';}qt 'Z1V p~q ';}~!Al';}s

~~~w) pIP.M ';}UO p~q q~~';} S';}~!Al';}S ~~!SlnS p~ ~~!p';}W ';}ql. lU';}UJt~';}IJ

~~!p';}w 10J ';}sn U! ,;}l,;}M SpIP.M ';}';}~ AIUO 61761 U! 't~~J ur .u';}w P';}tS!IU~

~~ 10J sl,;}:Il"Rnb AI~J AIP.lOdw';}t S~ ';}sn U! ,;}l,;}M S){~~lIP.q tU~~~';}a

~~!p';}W ';}ql. .sl,;}:Il"Rnbp~';}q tSod S~ p';}sn ,;}l,;}M sl';}:jJ"Rnbp~';}q ';}~ p~

'qnI~ ,Sl,;}~YJO ~ ot p';}:jl';}AUO~ ~M I~q ss';}w ,S';}SlnU ';}~ 'sl,;}:Il"Rnb AI!llmJ

ot UO!Sl';}AUO~ ot UO!t!pP~ ur .SlOp!ll°~ A~u';}I ';}~ U! ';}Iq~I~A~ "s';}!l!I!~~J

Su!lqs 1';}II01 lOOPU!" ';}~ S~ II';}M ~ ";}Iq~I~A~ swooJqt~q JO ~lO~';}Id

';}~ ~!M ~ss';}ldW! ,;}l,;}M S){roH ';}ql. .s';}!I~J l!';}~ p~ Sl,;}~YJO ';}p~iB PI';}Y

~l';}A';}S P!P ~ 'sl,;}:Il"Rnb AI~J ~ ~n!~~J ~!dSOq tSod ';}qt JO SU!M ';}l!lU';}

~ p';}!dn~:)0 AI~J s~ p~ l,;}pAuS 10;) 1'l .1';}pAuS 10;) 1'l '~qSIP.W

tSOAOld tSOd S,UOSIP.;) :jl°d P';}t!S!A AI~J s~ p~ ){roH uqOf '61761 ur

.s~murnJ 8~ ~~snoq SpmM 6Z Jo tm°:l u ~U!:>1U1ll

'sJ~nb JoJ ~lquI111AU ~puUI ~J~M SpmM ~JOUI ~Ay 6v61 'J~qUI~AON

JO qlUOUI ~qI UJ .dumJ SSOD ~UI U Aq pgp!",~p s~ pmM q:)1!~ ~snu:>~q

~lq~ssod s~ s!q:l 'pmM q:)1!~ ~ sJ~nb pg~~ssu ~~~q s~murnJ OML

.S~murnJ .l!~qI puu SJ~:>YJO JOJ sJ~nb ~U!A~1 su pgsn ~J~M SpmM vZ m~A

:lsud ~qI ~U!Jna lu~1:1ud J~.d :I~~J ~Jlmbs 00 I qI!1\\ spgq 909'Z Jo f:.::I~:)1!du:>

p~q u qI!1\\ 'SpmM 8v JO 's~~nnq vZ Jo tm°:l u ~~UI '01 Jo J~qlo

~qI puu s~~pnnq v I Jo ~UO 'SMOJ I~URmd OM:l ~ :lnnq s~~pnnq pmM

vZ ~m ~J~qL .u°1:1:>nJ:Isuo:> :lu~uuUJJ~d-!1U~s 'AJO:lS-OM:l Jo ~m s~~pnng

.Mon~A ~~d "1:>°lq J~p~:> Jo ~:>nJ:Isuo:> s~ tm~dsOH u°1:1U:lS ~qL

Vl;}!d1!qJ



Old Hospital Complex

between 725 and 560 beds. In 1955, the bed authorization fluctuated
between 560 and 400. Similar bed capacity was reported for 1956.

John and Betty Boyle served three tours of duty at Fort Carson
between 1953 and 1965. She was an orthopedic nurse and he was in the
Medical Supply section. They remember the surgical wards as being
Wards A2 through A10 (Buildings 6231-6237), and the surgical overflow
wards as Wards A12-A28 (Buildings 6230; 6240-6249). The medical
wards at that time were B 1-B9 (Buildings 6253-6253; 6262). Additional
medical wards, which served as the tuberculosis wards in the early 1950s,
were B 11-B27 (Buildings 6263-6267). The prison ward was apparently in
B10 (second floor, Building 6262), and the Boyles remembered that ward

had bars on the windows.
Mrs. Boyle remembers that the skiers from Camp Hale kept the

orthopedic ward busy. Not just the mountaineers who were training at
Camp Hale would use the facilities, but others from Fort Carson, and their
dependents, would go into the mountains to go skiing ...and use the
orthopedic facilities as necessary .Mrs. Boyle remembered one weekend
when they brought an entire bus back from Camp Hale to the hospital
complex. Among the patients was an officer's wife who had four small
children at home and had broken both ankles.

In 1958, a site for a new hospital complex was selected, but the
project was shelved due to cost. The hospital complex continued to
function as a hospital through the Vietnam War. In 1969, the hospital
complex was designated as a U.S. Army Medical Department, providing
medical and dental services for armed forces personnel, retirees, and their
dependents from Colorado, Utah, Wyoming, and North and South Dakota.
In 1959, active wards were consolidated on the second floor of the west

side of the complex.
Throughout the Vietnam War, portions of the hospital complex were

serving as base housing. Men quartered in the hospital complex were
lucky , as many enlisted men had to find their own housing off base. Post
Commander at the time, General Corcoran remembers fmding enlisted
men living in rented chicken coops in Colorado Springs.

Craig Schinost served at Fort Carson from October 1966 to August
1968 except for a short temporary duty assignment at Walter Reed
Medical Center. Although his duties were in the veterinary corps, he
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Old Hospital Complex

Hospital Organization

Military hospitals in World War n and since are divided into two
categories: fIXed or mobile. Mobile units are used in the field and can
include field hospitals, evacuation hospitals, and convalescent hospitals or
depots. The Old Hospital Complex at Fort Carson was a fIXed hospital.
Fixed hospitals could be either a station hospital or a general hospital. The
station hospital normally received patients only from the station to which
it pertained. General hospitals were designed to serve general and special,
rather than local and ordinary, needs. The 1941 technical manual also
states that when possible two or more general hospitals be grouped
together with a convalescent center in order to reduce administration and
transportation needs and that this grouping be called a hospital center.
This is clearly what the Army was working toward when it made the Old
Hospital Complex a part of the Fort Carson Hospital Center.

General hospitals in 1945 were run by the Post Surgeon, a Hospital
Commander who functioned as the chief executive officer of the facility
(Figure 7). Below him were the Medical Inspector, the Post Veterinarian,
the Administrative Division of the hospital, and the professional divisions
of the hospital. The Post Veterinarian inspected all the food products of
animal origin used at the post, made inspections of local food supply
locations, and supervised care of the animals at the post. The duties of the
Medical Inspector were to inspect communicable disease control
measures, sanitation, water supply, and waste disposal. He also supervised
insect and rodent control, prepared numerous government reports, and
conducted the venereal disease control program.

The hospital administrative staff was divided into medical supply, the
adjutant's office, the registrar, and the dietetics division. The medical
supply division was subdivided into the office of the Medical Supply
Officer, purchases, property, maintenance, and linen exchange. Particular
attention was paid to the supply and storing of alcohol, narcotics, and
habit-forming drugs. The Medical Supply Officer was to receive and issue
these supplies in person. All reserve supplies were to be kept locked in
safes in rooms specially provided for that purpose, and the keys and safe
combinations were to be kept by the Medical Supply Officer in person.
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Old Hospital Complex

The Adjutant's duties were fIrst to assist the Hospital Commander as
necessary .The postal branch and the officer service branch, which
provided secretarial and office services for the hospital, were also under
the Adjutant. The Registrar was responsible for keeping all the medical
records, except those of the outpatient branch, and was responsible for
taking care of the patients' personal belongings.

The Admission and Disposition Branch was also under the Registrar,
and was responsible for examining patients prior to admission and for
admitting them to the proper ward, as well as keeping track of the
paperwork. In 1941, patients were required to surrender all personal
baggage except for one suit of pajamas, one convalescent suit, and one
bathrobe. The storage of these personal items was the responsibility of the
branch. When prisoners or insane cases were admitted, their guards or
attendants were to escort them to the proper ward accompanied by an
orderly from the branch.

The dietetics division was responsible for preparing menus and
distributing food, as well as operating and inspecting all the messes, the
central bakery, and meat cutting shop. Enlisted duty personnel and
patients in enlisted status whose condition permitted were to be served
through a cafeteria system There were to be separate messes for nurses
and officer patients. Ambulant patients on an officer status were to be
furnished table service. Nurses ran their own mess, which could also be
used by dietitians, physical therapy aides, and other employees. They were
to pay into the hospital fund for each day they were furnished meals.

The professional staff at the hospital was divided into the nursing
division and the major services. The 1941 technical manual lists five
major services: surgical, x-ray (roentgenological), medical, dental, and
laboratory. By 1945, the War Department had added reconditioning and
outpatient services to the technical manuals. The x-ray service operated
the diagnostic section, maintained necessary records, and filed and

disposed of x-ray films.
The nursing service was responsible for providing nursing services

for the hospital, assisting in the general training of nurses, supervising the
nurses' quarters, and conducting the cadet nursing training program.
Nurses were to be regarded as having authority in and about the hospitals
next after the officers of the Medical Department and were to be accorded
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its neighboring ward buildings. With the addition of a later wing, the
building's backwards L shape extends well beyond the end wall line from
the surrounding buildings, making this one of the few exceptions with
the right grid pattern of the complex. The original building is also ,?"ider
than the standard 32'-4" width of most 800 Series buildings.

The Clinic Building (S6243) is also the only building of its kind in
the complex. The building is a narrow, rectangular, basically
symmetrical, two-story structure. As constructed, it contained a sick-call
room on the fIrst floor, as well as a pharmacy, rooms for examination,
and several clinics. The second floor contained a darkroom, as well as
several additional clinics, laboratories, and dental examination rooms.

The Surgery and X-Ray Building (S6233) is also unique in the
complex. It is a narrow, rectangular, two-story structure. As constructed,
the fIrst floor contained two operating rooms and two x-ray rooms, as
well as rooms for fluoroscopy, cystoscopy, and plastering. There was
also an office, several work rooms, and doctors' and nurses' changing
rooms. The second floor contained, four operating rooms, a sterilizing
room, an anesthesia room, a surgical dressing room, doctors' and nurses'
dressing rooms, and several work rooms. This was used as a surgical and
x-ray building until 1977. Following World War n, the Surgical and
Orthopedic Clinic was moved to the lower west wing. An Occupational
Therapy unit was also housed there.

Hospital Wards

Hospital wards are those buildings that housed patients during their
treatment and recovery .Four types of wards at the complex made up
about 40% of all the buildings. There were two combination wards, two
neuropsychiatric wards, seven special wards, and thirteen standard
wards. Standard wards housed non-contagious and convalescent
patients. Neuropsychiatric, or detention, wards housed neuropsychiatric
patients and prisoners.

All wards originally had the same massing, construction, and basic
layout. All were narrow, two-story, cinder block buildings (Figure 9). A
typical layout consisted of doubly loaded corridors flanked by utility,
service, and patient rooms. The corridors terminated in large common-
ward rooms overseen by a windowed observation room. Sun rooms and
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porches were accessed from the common-ward rooms (Figure 10). Each
floor of each building operated independently, and each contained its
own medical personnel office(s), examination and treatment room(s),
kitchen, and linen and utility rooms.

The differences between the ward types were more pronounced.
Standard wards could accommodate up to 48 men in open-ward rooms
(Figure 11) and five men in private rooms, per floor. The open-ward
rooms of the standard wards were the largest of the ward buildings.
Combination wards held 36 men in open wards and ten in private rooms,
per floor. Neuropsychiatric wards held 36 men in open wards and five in
private rooms, per floor. Special wards held 24 men in open wards, 12 in
private rooms and two in semi-private rooms, per floor. Only the special
wards contained semi-private rooms each with call buttons (Figure 12).
All private bathrooms had a toilet, sink. and bathtub or shower, but only
the private and semi-private rooms of the special and combination wards
had private bathrooms. Each of the neuropsychiatric ward floors
contained its own dining room. These wards also incorporated
additional internal and external security measures not seen in the other

ward types.
The neuropsychiatric wards were highly secure areas and sometimes

functioned as wards for ill prisoners such as those from the Prisoner of
War Camp at Fort Carson. These wards were completely self-contained.
Patients slept, recreated, dined, and were treated all within the same
walls. Control elements such as compartmentalized spaces and
windowed observation rooms that have security glass with wood or metal
shutters are fairly obvious. So are the observation windows within heavy
metal doors that could be covered with metal plates, operable on only
one side. Windows and entrances were sealed with expanded metal

mesh.
Seven buildings were built as special wards. Both floors of these

two-story buildings were identical, accommodating 12 patients in private
rooms, two patients in a double room, and another 24 patients in open
wards that sat at the ends of the corridor. Each floor also had offices,
clean and dirty linen closets, utility rooms, general patients' bathrooms,
an examination room, and a kitchen.
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Figure 11. Interior of a World Warn hospital ward; location unknown.
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Living Quarters

The living quarters housed the nurses, medical personnel, and the
doctors (officers). The nurses' and officers' quarters are at the north end,
or front, of the complex, flanking the administration buildings. The
barracks for the medical detachment are. to the rear of the complex.
Through the life of the hospital, many of the wards were also changed to

living quarters.
Building 6222 was built as a hospital nurses' or officers' quarters and

is the only set of living quarters built from this set of plans (HNQ-63,
HOQ-63). It is a two-story structure, constructed with 63 private
bedrooms. Each bedroom had a small closet. Bathrooms were semi-
private, and contained a toilet, sink, and bath tub. Common living spaces
occurred in a large open space at the north entrance and in sun rooms at
the building's east and west ends. An office room sat adjacent to the

central common living space.
Buildings 6224 and 6228 were also hospital nurses' or officers'

quarters, but built from a different set of plans. Building 6224 was
constructed with a two-story wing and Building 6228 was constructed
with a one-story wing. Building 6228 originally contained 43 bedrooms
on the fIrst floor and 32 on the second floor. There were 42 semi-private
bathrooms, one public bathroom. and one private bathroom. The private
and semi-private bathrooms contained a toilet, sink, and bathtub.
Common living spaces occurred at an open space at the north entrance in
the east and west sun rooms (located on both floors), and in an additional
one-story sun room at the building's southeast corner.

Buildings 6223 and 6227 were also nurses' or officers' quarters, but
built from yet a different set of plans. These are one-story structures.
Each originally contained 31 private bedrooms. Each bedroom had a
small closet. Bathrooms were semi-private and contained a toilet, sink,
and bathtub. Common living spaces occurred at the central entrance and
in the sun rooms at the building's ends. Each building contained an
office room located near the central common living space at the north

entrances.
Building 6220 was also built as nurses' quarters, from a different set

of plans. This was a two-story building containing 16 private bedrooms.
Each bedroom had a small closet. Bathrooms were semi-private and
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Figure 13. Nurses' Mess and Kitchen (Building 86221). West view of building.
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Figure 14. The Patients' Recreation Building (Building 86251). Recreational
activities included theater programs.
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Old Hospital Complex

their methods and materials of construction, and they were constructed at
different times. Only Building 56290, the Steam Plant, appears to have
been part of the original Old Hospital Complex layout. All these
buildings are more austere even than most other 800 Series buildings.
None are linked by corridors. Therefore, they are unlike the other
buildings which fit into the complex's rigid functional organization and

physical layout.
The Generator Plant (Building P6229) was constructed in 1974.

Today, the building contains only a generator and engine. The generator
is used as a backup source of electrical power for the complex. The
Standby Generator plant (Building P6268) was also known as a General
Storehouse. The building was constructed in 1962 to house two 150-
kilovolt diesel-powered electrical generators for backup power.
Available 800 Series plans for the similarly constructed Oil Storage
House (Building T6289) suggest that the walls and ceilings of that frame
utility building were not finished.

The Oil Storage House (Building T6289) was constructed in 1948 to
house oil drums. The drums may have been 55-gallon drums filled with
motor oil for the complex's vehicles.

The Steam Plant (Building 56290) originally housed the COal-fIfed
boilers that provided the hospital complex's steam heat. The building is a
large rectangular one-story structure that was originally one large room
on the interior. A metal catwalk along the north wall creates a small
mezzanine. This is used to service the pipes and heaters. A deep
concrete utility trench runs under the building's north wall and continues
as a tunnel outside the building. In 1952, a crematorium was constructed
on the south side of the building. This feature was used to incinerate
contaminated materials. It no longer exists.

In 1981, the complex's original coal-fueled boilers were converted to
use a combination of natural gas and fuel oil. This prompted the
demolition of three silos on the north side of the steam plant. The silos
were apparently used to store coal.

The Covered Walkways

The hospital's system of covered walkways, or corridors, provided
sheltered passage between virtually all buildings (Figure 17). The
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Old Hospital Complex

Figure 17. Interior shot of ramp system and double corridor connecting Building
8625 1 to the hospital complex. The system of covered walkways united the entire
complex. The ramp system allowed wheelchairs, gurneys, and supply trolleys to
move easily between buildings and floors.
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Old Hospital Complex

Between 1942 and 1986, the Old Hospital Complex touched the
lives of thousands of America's uniformed personnel and their families.
While many of the buildings may be demolished, its place in the history
of Fort Carson will endure.
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