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B f 2y beginnings at Carlisle

Carlisle, established in 1751 at the intersection of Indian trails along the Letort Creek, became a jumping-off point
for traders and settlers heading west over the Allegheny Mountains. In 1757, the British established a military post at
Carlisle under Col. John Stanwix during the French and
Indian War.

In late 1776, the Continental Congress authorized
a laboratory and magazine at Carlisle, which soon
expanded to a manufacturing center and an arsenal, known
locally as Washingtonburg. Washington wrote a detailed
letter to Col. Benjamin Flower about his expectations at
the “laboratory:” furnaces would be erected to cast can-
non and ammunition, carriages would be constructed. The
Hessian Powder Magazine is said to have been constructed
during the Revolutionary War by captured Hessian sol-
diers; the fieldstone gunpowder storehouse complement-
ed the foundry work to fill artillery requirements of the

The Hessian Powder Magazine, built in 1777.

new nation.

In addition to Flower’s Regiment of Artificers, there was an artillery school under Capt. Isaac Coren. Carlisle played an
important role in supplying artillery material to Henry Knox, Washington’s Chief of Artillery.

In 1801, the 27 acres of Carlisle Barracks became federal property when purchased from the heirs of William Penn for
$664.20.

B C:valry School Gives Way to Civil War Era

In 1836, the School of Cavalry Practice was estab-
lished by Capt. E.V. Sumner. This school would be
the forerunner of the Armor School. It recruited and
trained officers and soldiers for frontier service with
mounted units, and tested the equipment and tactics
they would use. In time, cavalrymen trained at Carlisle
would serve with both the Union and Confederate
armies in the Civil War.

As of September 1861, the Mounted Recruiting Ser-
vice at Carlisle Barracks trained new Calvary officers.

At the height of the Civil War, in 1863, Confederate
Brig. Gen. Albert Jenkins captured the post in a drive
toward Harrisburg. It was occupied briefly by Confed-
erate Gen. Richard S. Ewell, and then by Confederate
Maj. Gen. J. E. B. Stuart, whose troops burned much
of the town of Carlisle and all but one or two buildings
on post. The Confederate stay at Carlisle was cut short in July by orders to turn south to Gettysburg,.

Artist rendering of Carlisle Barracks in 1863.

B C.:lisle Indian Industrial School

In the aftermath of the Civil War, frontier support
centers moved west. The post had been little used
when Army Lt. Richard Pratt envisioned a vocational
school for Native American children. In 1879, the
post was transferred to the Department of the In-
terior’s Bureau of Indian Affairs. Between 1879 and
1918, the Carlisle Indian Industrial School educated
more than 10,000 Native Americans, representing
more than 70 tribes. Early in the 20th century, an-
nual enrollment reached 1,000 students who learned
English and trades. The school’s athletes gained fame,
but its once-progressive reputation diminished as
cultural attitudes about the boarding school changed.
World War I triggered the closure of the 39-year-old
Carlisle Indian Industrial School. On September 1,
1918, Carlisle Barracks reverted to War Department
control. Carlisle Barracks maintains the Army cem-
etery here, with honor and respect for the Indian children and the Soldiers who died here, far from home.

Indian School students in the 1900-era gym,
still used today as Thorpe Hall.

B Army Mission Returns

General Hospital 31 was established here in 1919 for wounded Soldiers of World War I. During its brief two-year
existence, the hospital provided medical treat-
ment, mental rehabilitation, and vocational
training for more than 4,000 Soldiers returned
from service with the American Expeditionary
Forces in France.

In 1920, a major expansion of Carlisle Barracks
began in support of the Medical Field Service
School. Established under the command of
Col. Peter M. Ashburn, the school drew upon
the lessons of World War I to develop medical
equipment and doctrine suitable for the battle-
field. The school used classroom instruction
and frequent field exercises to train the Army
in the care and handling of casualties, and in
the prevention of disease. More than 30,000
officers and noncommissioned officers passed
through the school during its 26-year tenure at Carlisle Barracks. In 1946 the Army Medical School moved to Ft. Sam
Houston, Texas.

Students of the Medical Field Service School.

From 1946 until 1951, the Army created six schools to develop skills for post-World War II requirements. The Army
Information School arrived first, followed shortly by the School for Government of Occupied Areas and then the Adju-
tants General School. The next year introduced the Chaplains School and the Military Police School. Finally, the Army
Security Agency School began its training for classified operations in 1949. Carlisle Barracks was the Army’s test bed for
new schools. These schools later moved to new locations to make way for the next phase at Carlisle.

B U .S. Army War College

When the Army War College arrived at Carlisle
Barracks in 1951, it had already educated the
senior military leaders responsible for the execu-
tion of two world wars. It had been established
in 1901 by Secretary of War Elihu Root as both

a military leadership school and a catalyst for

strategic ideas about the “great problems of na-
tional defense, military science and responsible
command.” Since its first class graduated in
1904 at Washington Barracks (now Fort Mc-
Nair) the college has evolved to meet the reali-
ties of the ever-changing strategic environment,

Army War College students listen to a guest speaker
in Bliss Hall.

reflecting the Army’s commitment to profes-

sional education. The USAWC doors shut for
two years during World War I and again in 1940,
to be reopened in 1950 for one year at Fort Leavenworth before settling permanently at Carlisle Barracks.

Today, the Army War College develops the nation’s strategic leaders and the strategic ideas to guide decision-making
through its wargaming center, its research and publications arm, its expert center in Peacekeeping and Stability Op-
erations, and the Army’s premier military history archives and public military education: the U.S. Army Heritage and
Education Center. AHEC is located adjacent to the original Carlisle Barracks, at 950 Soldiers Drive, Carlisle, 17013.

Students of all the Army War College educational programs are officers of the Army and Joint Force: Navy, Marines,
Air Force, and Coast Guard, active and reserve, as well as senior civilians of the federal agencies associated with national
security, e.g., the Department of State. As many as 80 International Officers from allied and partner nations, live in the
Carlisle area. Their impressions of the United States are shaped by friends, neighbors, schools, ballgames, picnics, and a
host of other experiences of central Pennsylvania life as well their professional relationships with U.S. Officers.

Dine with us

19th Hole Snack Bar, in the Golf House at 901 Jim Thorpe Road. Open 7 days a week, March - October. Mon-Fri 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.,
Sat-Sun, 9:30 a.m. - 4 p.m. (717) 245-3267.

Café Cumberland, in the Army Heritage and Education Center at 950 Soldiers Drive. Open Mon-Sat, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Closed all Federal Holidays except: Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, and Veterans Day. (717) 245-3377.

Joint Deli in Root Hall (requires DoD ID card), 122 Forbes Ave., Mon-Fri 7- 9:30 a.m., 11 a.m. -1:45 p.m.
Pershing Tavern, at 313 Lovell Ave. Open Wed/Thur 4 - 10 p.m., menu available 5-9 p.m. (717) 245-4450.
Strike Zone Snack Bar, 686 Letort Lane. Mon-Wed- 8:30 a.m. - 8 p.m., Thur-Fri 8 a.m. - 9 p.m., Sat. 1-9 p.m.

Subway, at 844 Sumner Road in the Exchange Plaza. Open Mon- Sat, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Sun, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. (717) 243-2463.







	Walking Tour 2018 Web
	Walking_Tour Parade Grounds Small.pdf

