
Tennessee TCA 55-9-107. Tinted motor vehicle windows. 

(a) 

(1) It is unlawful for any person to operate, upon a public highway, street or road, any motor vehicle in 
which any window that has a visible light transmitance equal to, but not less than, that specified in the 
Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard No. 205, codified in 49 CFR 571.205, has been altered, treated or 
replaced by the affixing, applica�on or installa�on of any material that: 

(A) Has a visible light transmitance of less than thirty-five percent (35%); or 

(B) With the excep�on of the manufacturer's standard installed shade band, reduces the visible light 
transmitance in the windshield below seventy percent (70%). 

(2) Any person who installs window �n�ng materials in this state for profit, barter, or wages or 
commissions is defined as a “professional installer” for the purposes of this sec�on; and it is unlawful for 
a professional installer to apply �n�ng materials to any motor vehicle so as to cause that motor vehicle 
to be in viola�on of this sec�on. 

(3) All professional installers of window �n�ng materials shall supply and shall affix to the lower right 
corner of the driver's window an adhesive label, the size and style of which shall be determined by the 
commissioner of safety, that includes: 

(A) The installer's business name; and 

(B) The legend “Complies with Tennessee Code Annotated, § 55-9-107.” 

(4) All professional installers of window �n�ng materials shall supply each customer with a signed 
receipt for each motor vehicle to which �n�ng materials have been applied that includes: 

(A) Date of installa�on; 

(B) Make, model, paint color and license plate number and state; 

(C) The legend “Complies with Tennessee Code Annotated, § 55-9-107, at date of installa�on”; and 

(D) The legend “This receipt shall be kept with motor vehicle registra�on documents.” 

(5) The owner of any vehicle in ques�on has the burden of proof that the motor vehicle is in compliance 
with this sec�on. 

(6) 

(A) The restric�ons of this subsec�on (a) do not apply to any of the following motor vehicles: 

(i) Any motor vehicle model permited by federal regula�ons to be equipped with certain windows �nted 
so as not to conform to the specifica�ons of subdivision (a)(1)(A) with respect to those certain windows; 

(ii) Any motor vehicle bearing commercial license plates or government service license plates that are 
used for law enforcement purposes, for those windows rearward of the front doors; 

(iii) Any motor vehicle that is registered in another state and meets the requirements of the state of 
registra�on; and 



(iv) Any motor vehicle owned or leased by private inves�gators or inves�ga�ons companies licensed 
pursuant to �tle 62, chapter 26. 

(B) This subdivision (a)(6) shall not be construed in any way to exempt the front door windows of any 
motor vehicle of any kind from the specifica�ons of subdivision (a)(1)(A). 

(b) 

(1) Notwithstanding subdivision (a)(1) to the contrary, any person with a medical condi�on that is 
adversely affected by ultraviolet light may submit a statement to the commissioner from that person's 
physician cer�fying that the person has a medical condi�on that requires reduc�on of light transmission 
in the windows of the person's vehicle in excess of the standards established in subsec�on (a). The 
commissioner shall submit the cer�fied statement to the department's medical review board for 
evalua�on. If the review board finds the exemp�on warranted, it shall recommend that the 
commissioner authorize the exemp�on, and the degree of �n�ng exemp�on that is appropriate. The 
commissioner shall then supply a cer�ficate or decal, indica�ng the degree of exemp�on, to the 
applicant who shall display it in the motor vehicle. 

(2) Any applicant aggrieved by a decision of the medical review board or the commissioner may appeal 
in accordance with the Uniform Administra�ve Procedures Act, compiled in �tle 4, chapter 5. The appeal 
may be made to the chancery court of the county where the aggrieved applicant resides at the op�on of 
the applicant. 

(c) It is probable cause for a full-�me, salaried police officer of this state to detain a motor vehicle being 
operated on the public roads, streets or highways of this state when the officer has a reasonable belief 
that the motor vehicle is in viola�on of subdivision (a)(1), for the purpose of conduc�ng a field 
comparison test. 

(d) It is a Class C misdemeanor for the operator of a motor vehicle to refuse to submit to the field 
comparison test when directed to do so by a full-�me, salaried police officer, or for any person to 
otherwise violate any provisions of this sec�on. 

(e) The commissioner of safety shall establish a standardized method and procedure by which law 
enforcement officers can readily, and with reasonable accuracy, conduct a field comparison test to 
determine if a motor vehicle's windows are in compliance with this sec�on. 

 

Kentucky KRS 189.110 Unobstructed windshields -- Display of American flag -- Windshield  

wipers. 

(1) A windshield in a fixed and upright posi�on, that is equipped with safety glazing as  

required by federal safety-glazing material standards, is required on every motor  

vehicle which is operated on the public highways, roads, and streets, except on a  

motorcycle or implement of husbandry. 

(2) A person shall not operate a motor vehicle on a public highway, road, or street with  



any sign, sunscreening material, product, or covering atached to, or located in or  

upon the windshield, except the following: 

(a) A cer�ficate or other paper required to be displayed by law; 

(b) Sunscreening material along a strip at the top of the windshield, if the material  

is transparent and does not encroach upon the driver's direct forward viewing  

area as defined in Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards No. 205 as the  

AS/1 por�on of the windshield. 

(3) A person shall not operate a motor vehicle required to be registered in the  

Commonwealth, on a public highway, road, or street on which vehicle the side  

wings and side windows on either side forward of or adjacent to the operator's seat  

are composed of, covered by, or treated with any sunscreening material or other  

product or covering which has the effect of making the window nontransparent or  

which would alter the window's color, increase its reflec�vity, or reduce its light  

transmitance, except as expressly permited by this sec�on. A sunscreening  

material may be applied to the windows if, when tested on one-eighth (1/8) inch  

clear glass, the material has a total solar reflectance of visible light of not more than  

twenty-five percent (25%) as measured on the nonfilm side and a light  

transmitance of at least thirty-five percent (35%) in the visible light range. 

(4) A person shall not operate a motor vehicle required to be registered in the  

Commonwealth, on a public highway, road, or street on which vehicle any windows  

behind the driver are composed of, covered by, or treated with any sunscreening  

material, or other product or material which has the effect of making the window  

nontransparent or which would alter the window's color, increase its reflec�vity, or  

reduce its light transmitance, except as specified below: 

(a) Sunscreen material consis�ng of film which, when tested on one-eighth (1/8)  

inch clear glass, has a total solar reflectance of visible light of not more than  

thirty-five percent (35%) as measured on the nonfilm side and a light  

transmitance of at least eighteen percent (18%) in the visible light range;  

however, sunscreen material which, when tested on one-eighth (1/8) inch clear  



glass, has a total solar reflectance of visible light of not more than thirty-five  

percent (35%) as measured on the nonfilm side and a light transmitance of at  

least eight percent (8%) in the visible light range may be used on mul�purpose  

passenger vehicles; 

(b) Perforated sunscreening material which, when tested in conjunc�on with  

exis�ng glazing or film material, has a total reflectance of visible light of not  

more than thirty-five percent (35%) and a light transmitance of no less than  

thirty percent (30%). For those products or materials having different levels of  

reflectance, the highest reflectance from the product or material will be  

measured by dividing the area into sixteen (16) equal sec�ons and averaging  

the overall reflectance. The measured reflectance of any of those sec�ons may  

not exceed fi�y percent (50%). 

(5) A person shall not operate a motor vehicle required to be registered in the  

Commonwealth, upon a public highway, road, or street, on which vehicle the rear  

window is composed of, covered by, or treated with any material which has the  

effect of making the window nontransparent, unless the vehicle is equipped with  

side mirrors on both sides. 

(6) Each installer or seller of sunscreening material shall provide a pressure-sensi�ve,  

self-destruc�ve, nonremovable, vinyl-type film label to the purchaser sta�ng that  

the material complies with the provisions of KRS 189.010(20) to (23) and  

subsec�ons (1) to (5) of this sec�on. Each installer shall affix the required label to  

the inside le� door jamb of the motor vehicle. In addi�on, the label shall state the  

trade name of the material and the installer's or seller's business name. Labeling is  

not required for factory glazing which complies with Federal Motor Vehicle Safety  

Standard No. 205. 

(7) Every percentage measurement required by subsec�ons (3) and (4) of this sec�on is  

subject to a tolerance of plus or minus three percent (3%). 

(8) A person shall not install window �n�ng materials on a vehicle that fails to meet the  

minimum standards for light transmission pursuant to subsec�ons (3) and (4) of this  



sec�on. Tinted material that fails to meet the minimum standards for light  

transmission pursuant to subsec�ons (3) and (4) of this sec�on shall be removed  

immediately. 

(9) A person who applies sunscreening materials in viola�on of this sec�on shall be  

guilty upon convic�on of a Class B misdemeanor. 

(10) Nothing in this sec�on shall prevent the display of a representa�on of the American  

flag on the rear window of any motor vehicle, including any vehicle owned by a  

local or state government, provided that the representa�on does not exceed a size of  

five (5) inches by eight (8) inches and is placed in a lower corner of the rear  

window. 

(11) The windshield on every motor vehicle shall be equipped with a device for cleaning  

rain, snow or other moisture from the windshield. The device shall be so  

constructed as to be controlled by the operator of the vehicle. 

(12) Nothing in this sec�on shall be construed to prevent the use of any window which is  

composed of, covered by, or treated with any material or component in a manner  

approved by federal statute or regula�on if the window was a component part of a  

vehicle at the �me of the vehicle manufacture, or the replacement of any window by  

a covering which meets these requirements. 

Effec�ve: July 15, 1994 

 

189.990 Penal�es.  

(1) Any person who violates any of the provisions of KRS 189.020 to 189.040,  

subsec�on (1) or (4) of KRS 189.050, KRS 189.060 to 189.080, subsec�ons (1) to  

(3) of KRS 189.090, KRS 189.100, 189.110, 189.130 to 189.160, subsec�ons (2) to  

(4) of KRS 189.190, KRS 189.200, 189.285, 189.290, 189.300 to 189.360, KRS  

189.380, KRS 189.400 to 189.430, KRS 189.450 to 189.458, KRS 189.4595 to  

189.480, subsec�on (1) of KRS 189.520, KRS 189.540, KRS 189.570 to 189.590,  

except subsec�on (1)(b) or (6)(b) of KRS 189.580, KRS 189.345, subsec�on (6) of  

KRS 189.456, and 189.960 shall be fined not less than twenty dollars ($20) nor  



more than one hundred dollars ($100) for each offense. Any person who violates  

subsec�on (1)(a) of KRS 189.580 shall be fined not less than twenty dollars ($20)  

nor more than two thousand dollars ($2,000) or imprisoned in the county jail for not  

more than one (1) year, or both, unless the accident involved death or serious  

physical injury and the person knew or should have known of the death or serious  

physical injury, in which case the person shall be guilty of a Class D felony. Any  

person who violates paragraph (c) of subsec�on (5) of KRS 189.390 shall be fined  

not less than eleven dollars ($11) nor more than thirty dollars ($30). Neither court  

costs nor fees shall be taxed against any person viola�ng paragraph (c) of  

subsec�on (5) of KRS 189.390 


