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McGregor Range Land Withdrawal Public Comment and Response Document

1.0 INTRODUCTION

On November 6, 1998, the U.S. Department of the Army (DA) issued the Draft McGregor Range, New
Mexico Land Withdrawal Renewal Legislative Environmental Impact Statement (LEIS) (also referred to
as the Draft McGregor Range LEIS) for review by the states of New Mexico and Texas, Indian tribes,
local governments, other federal agencies, private organizations, and the general public. As with the
scoping meetings, hearing notification letters were sent in English and Spanish. The formal comment
period lasted 95 days, ending on February 9, 1999.

As part of the comment process, the Army held public hearings in Alamogordo and Las Cruces, New
Mexico, and El Paso, Texas, to discuss the Draft McGregor Range Land Withdrawal Renewal LEIS.
Nearly 70 people attended the hearing in Alamogordo; 14 in Las Cruces; and five in El Paso. The Army
received 397 comments from the hearings and through letters and e-mail.

Volume II of this LEIS, the Public Comment and Response Document, contains three chapters and one
appendix. Chapter 1.0 contains this introduction and summarizes the methodology used to resolve the
comments. Chapter 2.0 provides a summary of the issues and comments received. Chapter 3.0 contains
the full text of the public comments on the Draft McGregor Range LEIS that raise issues, ask questions,
or recommend changes to the text of the Draft McGregor Range LEIS, as well as all three public hearing
transcripts. This chapter also contains the Army’s responses to the public comments and describes how
the comments affected the Draft McGregor Range LEIS. Appendix A contains the full text of the public
comments on the Draft McGregor Range LEILS that state a preference for a specific alternative. The
comment letters are separated based on which alternative is supported.

Methodology

The Army reviewed all comments on the Draft McGregor Range LEIS. Many of the comments required
that the text of the final LEIS be corrected, clarified, or otherwise revised. Each comment was reviewed
for content and relevance to the environmental analyses and data contained in the Draft McGregor Range
LEIS, and addressed accordingly.

Spoken comments at public hearings were recorded by a court reporter and a verbatim transcript was
produced. The written comments and transcripts were reviewed and individual comments and questions
were identified. Each comment and question identified is addressed in Chapter 3.0 and Appendix A of
this volume. The responses indicate whether or not the text of the Draft McGregor Range LEIS was
revised because of the comment.

Many commentors provided comments supporting specific alternatives discussed in the Draft McGregor
Range LEIS. The Army acknowledged and will consider these comments, but these comments did not
result in changes to the text of the Draft McGregor Range LEIS.

Some comments raised topics that are not pertinent to the Draft McGregor Range LEIS. In those cases,
the Army answered the questions or addressed the concerns; but no change to the text was made.
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2.0 SUMMARY OF COMMENTS AND RESPONSES

2.1 ISSUES

The Army received comments regarding the Draft McGregor Range LEIS from 15 federal agencies,
Native American groups, state agencies, local agencies, and private citizens and organizations. The full
text of these comments and the Army’s response are presented in Chapter 3.0.

Public comments on the Draft McGregor Range LEIS raised four topics of broad interest or concern.
These topics, categorized as “Issues,” are:

e [ egislation should be included in the congressional withdrawal decision for the restriction of military
actions on Otero Mesa and the Sacramento Mountains foothills, and the environmental protection of
this area;

e  The length of the withdrawal period;

e Increased public access to McGregor Range; and

e Guarantee of access for recreation, mineral leasing, and oil and gas exploration.
2.1.1 Legislation

Several comments requested that legislation for specific activities on Otero Mesa and the Sacramento
Mountains foothills be included in the withdrawal action. These legislation requests included designating
Culp Canyon Wilderness Study Area (WSA) as a Wilderness Area; and designating Otero Mesa as a
National Conservation Area (NCA); restricting the types of military missions that would be allowable on
Otero Mesa and the Sacramento Mountains foothills; recognizing and providing for the long-term use of
lands by the cattle growers; and allowing mineral leasing, and gas and oil exploration on areas of
McGregor Range.

The request for the designation of Culp Canyon as a Wilderness Area and Otero Mesa as a NCA is
addressed in the LEIS under Alternative 6. The Army’s proposed training area use refinements to its Real
Property Master Plan (RPMP) discussed in Section 2.1.1, restricts the types of military activities in each
training area. Long-term use and practices that have sustained cattle growers and other land uses on
McGregor Range have been recognized in the legislation regarding the current withdrawal (Public Law
[PL] 99-606, Military Lands Withdrawal Act [MLWA]) in that Section 3, Management of Withdrawn
Lands, provides for grazing, protection of wildlife and wildlife habitat, control of predatory and other
animals, recreation, and the suppression of brush and range fires. The MLWA also provides that all
nonmilitary uses of withdrawn land are subject to such conditions and restrictions as necessary to permit
the military use of such lands and protect public safety. The Army proposal for withdrawn land under
each alternative incorporates the Bureau of Land Management’s (BLM’s) McGregor Range Resource
Management Plan Amendment (RMPA) that resulted from PL 99-606. In this manner, these uses are
explicitly proposed for the forthcoming legislation. In addition, under the McGregor Range RMPA and
the 1990 Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the Army and the BLM, there are provisions
for 5-year reviews of the possibility of opening a portion of McGregor Range to locatable mineral
exploration and development. Portions of McGregor Range are open to oil and gas and geothermal
leasing, and for saleable materials disposal. Therefore, additional legislative authority for minerals
leasing is not required.
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2.1.2 Length of the Withdrawal Period

Several commentors stated concern regarding the renewal of the withdrawal for 50 years. The comments
stated that 50 years is too long a timeframe for the Army to predict its training and testing needs.

The Army employs various planning cycles for different aspects of its mission. For example, the Army
uses a 6-year programming cycle for operational activities with facility planning over a 20-year horizon.
Doctrinal and equipment life-cycle planning can extend over a period of 40 years or more. The proposed
50-year withdrawal period encompasses each of these periods and enables long-term national security
plans to rely on a stable land resource.

Different (shorter or longer) withdrawal periods would not substantially change the environmental
impacts of a land allocation decision. Continuing stewardship and compliance activities would be
required regardless of duration. Public and/or agency participation in ongoing environmental
management activities on McGregor Range is assured through existing laws, regulations, and policies as
listed in Table 1.6-1. The Army is committed to continuing public participation under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) as major new actions that could significantly affect the environment
are proposed for the installation. The McGregor Range RMPA, jointly prepared by the BLM and the
Army provides for continuing public participation. The annual Resource Management Plan (RMP)
update informs the public of the progress made in implementing the RMPA. The Army’s Integrated
Natural Resources Management Plan (INRMP) and Integrated Cultural Resources Management Plan
(ICRMP) contain provisions for agency coordination and revision as necessary every 5 years. Together,
these regulatory requirements, policies, and procedures will ensure opportunities for both public and
agency input into the future.

2.1.3 Public Access

Many comments requested that the public have increased access to areas on McGregor Range for such
activities as recreation, grazing, mineral leasing, and oil and gas exploration. The current use of some
areas as an impact area would be considered incompatible with the public’s expressed desire for access to
the area. Additionally, during firing exercises (FIREX) and field training exercises (FTXs), access to
some or all areas of the range are restricted to protect public safety. However, as stated in Section 2.1.1,
the current withdrawal (PL 99-606), Section 3, Management of Withdrawn Lands, provides for grazing,
protection of wildlife and wildlife habitat, control of predatory and other animals, recreation, and the
suppression of brush and range fires.

2.1.4 Protection of Otero Mesa and the Sacramento Mountain Foothills

Several commentors stated that because of the uniqueness of Otero Mesa and the Sacramento Mountains
foothills, these valuable areas must be protected. Although military activities in these areas may continue
under some of the withdrawal alternatives, the Army has and will continue to take precautions to
minimize impacts to the areas, and complies with environmental regulations and laws. In addition,
nonmilitary activities on Otero Mesa and the Sacramento Mountains foothills are co-managed with the
BLM in accordance with the RMPA.

2.2 GENERAL COMMENTS

Many commentors provided statements in support of a specific alternative. There are 179 comments that
support Alternative 1, the renewal of the McGregor Range land withdrawal. There are six comments that
support Alternative 3, the partial withdrawal of McGregor Range and the return of 180,000 acres to the
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public domain. There are four comments in support of Alternative 4, the partial withdrawal of McGregor
Range and the return of 244,000 acres to the public domain. There are three comments in support of
Alternative 5, the No Action Alternative. Thirteen comments state support for Alternative 6, designation
of Culp Canyon as a Wilderness Area, and the Otero Mesa and Sacramento Mountains foothills as an
NCA. The full text of the letters that provide only support for a specific alternative are provided in
Appendix A.
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January 29, 1999
Dr. Andrew Vliet
Program Manager
McGregor Renewal
U.S. Army Air Defense Artillery Center and Fort Bliss
P.0. Box 6020
Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Viiet:

In accordance with our responsibilities under Section 309 of the Clean Air Act, the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), and the Council on Environmental Quality
Regulations for Tmplementing NEPA, the U.S. Envitonmental Protection Agency (EPA) Region
6 office in Dallas, Texas has completed its review of the Department of the Army (DOA)
legislative Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the renewal of the withdrawal of
public lands at McGregor Range for military purposes.

This DEIS has been prepared in support of an application by the United States (U.S.)
Army to renew the withdrawal of McGregor Range which is critical to our nation's military
readiness. The Military Lands Withdrawal Act (MLWA) provides that the Army may seek
renewal of the McGregor Range withdrawal. In connection with the application for renewal, the
ML WA specifies that the Secretary of the Army will publish a DEIS , consistent with the
requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), if there is a continuing
requirement for military use pf this range. Since this action is a proposal for legislation, the
Ammy and the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) have mutually agreed to use the DEIS
process; pursuant to 40 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 1506.8, to comply with the
reguirerments of Public Law (TL) 95-005. This Ei3 is being prepared in coopetation with BLM
and local govemment, Therefore, pursuant to the EIS process, the Army has decided to prepare a
Final EIS, and a Notice of Availability of the Final EXS will be published in the Federal Register.
However, there will not be a Record of Decision (ROD) because the decision to renew the
withdrawal is made by the U.S. Congress and signed into law by the President.

MeGregor Range, located in Otero County, New Mexico, has supported the military
mission of the U.S. Army at Fort Bliss from the 19405 to the present. McGregor Range is
comprised of public lands, which are lands owned by the Federal Govemnment and admvinistered
by the Department of the Interior (DOI) through BLM pursuanit to the Federal Land Policy and
Management Act (FLPM4) (PL 94-57%) and other public land laws. At MeGregor Range, the
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public Jauds have been withdrawn from the provisions of various public land laws for military
use. Public lands comprising the range were subsequently withdrawn through Public Land Order
(PLO) 1470 in1957 for a period of twenty years. At that time, the public lands were interspersed
with private ranch holdings that were purchased by the Army and are now owned in fee by the
Army. Portions of McGregor Range were first leased by ranchers to the Army during the 1940s.
The PLO withdrawing McGregor Range expired in 1977, but the legislation required by the
Engle Act of 1958 (43 United States Code [USC] 155) to continue the withdrawal was not
passed until 1986 when Congress enacted the PL 99-606. Throughout the intervening period, the
Army continued its mission on McGreger Range. PL 99-606 renewed the withdrawal for a
period of 15 years, through 2001.

‘We now offer the foliowing coments for your consideration and n preparation of the
Final EIS. These comments are offered to strengthened the Final EIS and to assist Congress in
the legislative rengwal process.

Comments:

EPA recognizes and appreciates the critical role which the McGregor Range plays in the
Army’s mission. Fort Bliss administers, trains and deploys active duty U.S. Army, Army
Natienal Guard , Army Reserves, and other service personnel and units. Periodic exercises
involve ynits from other installations, and from other services and allied nations. Units are
organized, trained, and equipped for national emergency or crisis and overseas deployment.
However, we also acknowledge the need for the Department of Defense and the Atmy to manage
the lands withdrawn for military purposes in a environmentally sensitive manner. The potential
and realized impacts of human intervention in an area requires management procedures that
adapt to changing conditions, evolving regulations, and new information obtained from
monitoring and other sources. Regular coordination with other agencies and the public is one
means to help achigve and effective adaptive management strategy. However within the
framework of the 50 year renewal, it is unclear how this can be effectively achieved. Without
regular disclosure of the scope of activities taking place and public would be prectuded from
actively participaiing in protecting the environment on the range.

Six alternatives have been identified of analysis in the DEIS. These include optiens for
renewal of the withdrawal for all, part, or none of the existing withdrawn land area, The Army
proposgs to apply for a renewal of the lands currently comprising the MacGregor Range
(Alternative 1) for a 50 year period form 2001 to 2051. We are concerned that the proposed 50
vear withdrawal period could effectively eliminate public involverment in future environmental
decision making on the Range. Based on the potential for long-term and significant impact
within the recommended withdrawal of 50 years, we believe that an altemative with a shorter
renewal period, preferably ten years, be evaluated in the Final EIS. .

EPA rates the Draft FIS as EC-2, ( Environmental Concerns and Need for Additional
Information.) We propose that an alternative with a shorter, preferably ten years, be evaluated in

The Army employs various planning cycles for different
aspects of its mission. For example, the Army uses a 6-year
programming cycle for operational activities with facility
planning over a 20-year horizon. Doctrinal and equipment
life cycle planning can extend over a period of 40 years or
more. The proposed 50-year withdrawal period
encompasses each of these periods and enables long-term
national security plans to rely on a stable land resource.

Different (shorter or longer) withdrawal periods would not
substantially change the environmental impacts of a land
allocation decision. Continuing stewardship and compliance
activities would be required regardless of duration. Public
and/or agency participation in ongoing environmental
management activities on McGregor Range is assured
through existing laws, regulations, and policies as listed in
Table 1.6-1. The Army is committed to continuing public
participation under the National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA) as major new actions that could significantly affect
the environment are proposed for the installation. The
McGregor Range Resource Management Plan Amendment
(RMPA), jointly prepared by the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) and the Army provides for continuing
public participation. The annual Resource Management
Plan (RMP) update informs the public of the progress made
in implementing the RMPA. The Army’s Integrated Natural
Resources Management Plan (INRMP) and Integrated
Cultural Resources Management Plan (ICRMP) contain
provisions for agency coordination and revision as
necessary every 5 years. Together, these regulatory
requirements, policies, and procedures will ensure
opportunities for both public and agency input into the future.

A shorter withdrawal period would not substantially change
the environmental impacts of the proposal. Continuing
stewardship and compliance activities would be required
regardless of the duration of the withdrawal.
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the EIS. Our classification will be published in the Federal Register according to our
responsibility under Section 309 of the Clean Air Act, to inform the public of our views on
proposed Federal actions.

We appreciate the opportunity to review the DEIS. We request that you send our office
two (2) copies of the Final EIS at the same time that it is sent to the Office of Federal Activities,
EPA, 401 M Street S.W., Washington, D.C. 20460.

Sincerely yours,
e _ Robert D. Lawrence, Chief

Office of Planning and Coordination
Compliance Assurance and Enforcement Division
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United States Department of the Interior

QOFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
Office of Environmental Policy and Compliance
Post Office Box 642
Albuquerque, New Mexica 87103

JAN 30 B

January 28, 1999

ER 98/700

Dr. Andrew Vliet

Program Manager, McGregor Rengwal

U. 8. Army Air Defense Artillery Center and Fort Bliss
P. O. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr, Vliet:

The U.S. Department of the Interior (DOT) has reviewed the Draft McGrégor Range,

New Mexico Land Withdrawal Renewal Legislative Environmental Impact Statement (LDEIS),
United States Army, October 1998. In this regard, the following comments are provided for
your consideration.

GENERAL COMMENTS:

A network for monitoring PM,, emissions similar to the one at Ft. Irwin should be established
on the Range., This network would provide useful current baseline data, If the Heavy
Division Training Center (HDTC) is developed with its greater potential for dust production,
these baseline data can provide the information needed to measure the effects of any mitigation
efforts.

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) has worked with Fort Bliss to develop five pre-
scoping alternatives. Public input provided an additional reasonable alternative to designate
the Otero Mesa and the Mouniain Foothills as a Natjonal Conservation Area (NCA). The
designation of Otgro Mesa and the Foothills as an NCA would provide much needed tong-term
protection while still allowing for traditional uses. This alternative was considered in the
LDEIS, however, only in conjunction with Alternatives 3, 4, or 5. Alternative 6 should be
considered in conjunction with all alternatives. A NCA can be compatible with military use,
particularly if the area is used mainly as it is now, as a buffer zone and field training exercise
area.

For alternatives 2 thru 6, where relinquishment of the withdrawal is envisioned, analysis is
based on the premise the Army will refain their fee-owned in-holdings. The range of
alternatives should consider the equally viable scenario in which Army fee-owned in-holdings

The Army will consider your suggestion relative to
opportunities for use of the installations’ capabilities to
support new missions and relative to its current and future
funding constraints.

Under Alternatives 1 and 2, the Army has the responsibility
to close the area when public safety is potentially
endangered. Should the area be designated a National
Conservation Area (NCA), the current use as a buffer zone
and field training exercise (FTX) area would be incompatible
with the public's expressed desire for access to the area.

The Army has continuing training requirements that can be
met through the use of its fee-owned lands. Management of
the Army fee-owned lands is proposed to continue under the
existing Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the
BLM, therefore, no significant environmental impacts are
expected relative to fee-owned lands under any scenario
including a congressional decision to transfer the lands. The
Army proposes to provide water to support the activities
under the existing MOU with the BLM under each
alternative.
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would be Congressionally transferred to BLM along with water rights sufficient to support
grazing and wildlife uses. On lands returned to public ownership, a water right sufficient to
support the existing grazing operation and wildlife must be conveyed to BLM.

In order to accurately assess the impacts of each alternative addressed in the LDEIS, BLM
requested that Fort Bliss develop a scenario for each alternative that describes military uses
likely to occur under that alternative. Future military missions on Fort Bliss are being
addressed in the Mission and Master Plan EIS (MMPEIS), which is incorporated to a certain
extent into the Withdrawal LDEIS. However, the alternatives in the LDEIS do not clearly
delineate the types of military uses which would be allowed to take place or, conversely, the
types of uses which would be restricted from occurring on the Otero Mesa and Mountain
Foothills. This must be remedied in the final document and carried through to legislation.

Alternative 3 is most compatible with the resource values and public use interests. Under
Alternative 3, Otero Mesa and the Mountain Foothills would be returned to public land status
and would be available for unrestricted public use. If Congress selects another alternative,
rewithdrawn land on the Otero Mesa and Mountain Foothills must be available for public use.
Because of the uniqueness of Otero Mesa and the Foothills, this valuable area must be
protected. Hard military use such as track vehicles and other heavy military equipment would
unduly harm the area’s unique values and should never be considered as an option. This area
must not be allowed to become contaminated with unexploded ordnance. The area off the
Otero Mesa, known as the "Tularosa Basin," must be utilized as the primarily military use
area. The withdrawal legislation must restrict the types of military missions which would be
allowable on the Otero Mesa and Mountain Foothills.

The U.S. Air Force has issued their record of decision to establish a bombing range on Otero
Mesa. This LDEIS does not contain a discussion of this situation or how it affects Congress’
decision-making latitude. This LDEIS must contain a description of how the two DOD
agencies will share use of the range and how that combined use will affect public access and
use and other natural resource values.

BLM also requested that the LDEIS alternatives address the utilization of the adjacent White
Sands Missile Range for some of the military activities that cannot be accommodated entirely
within the Tularosa Basin portion of McGregor Range. More efficient uwtilization of the White
Sands/McGregor Range complex is necessary. This is not addressed in the LDEIS directly,
nor indirectly through incorporation of the MMPEIS, which also does not address the
utilization of other military ranges to accommedate mission requirements.

6.

Alternative 1 of the Draft McGregor Range Legislative
Environmental Impact Statement (LEIS) is based upon the
mission capabilities of McGregor Range. The installation is
in the process of refining its facility planning in the training
complex including McGregor Range. Military uses are
illustrated on Figure 2.1-1 relative to specific training areas
and described in Table 2.1-1. The uses include Surface
Impact, surface danger zone (SDZ)/Safety Footprint, On-
road Vehicle Maneuver, Controlled Access FTX,
Dismounted Training, Aircraft Operations, Conservation, and
Public Access. Off-road use of tracked vehicles is limited to
Training Area (TA) 8 in the southern portion of the Tularosa
Basin.

Congress could direct through legislation that the Tularosa
Basin be utilized as the primary military use area on
McGregor Range and place limits on military use of the
Otero Mesa. Additionally, Congress may select other
periods of withdrawal or transfer jurisdiction of specified
areas from the Secretary of Interior to the Secretary of the
Army. These land management options would not affect the
environmental impacts of the land allocation decision before
Congress.

The Record of Decision (ROD) for the Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) on the Proposed Expansion of German Air
Force (GAF) Operations at Holloman Air Force Base (AFB),
New Mexico, states that training activities on the tactical
target complex will require that portions of the areas south of
New Mexico Highway 506 be closed to the public for
approximately 60 hours per week. The MOU between the
BLM and the U.S. Air Force (USAF) provides that routine
public access to the USAF tactical target complex will be
from 1:00 p.m. Friday through Sunday at 9:00 p.m. Use by
the USAF would generally be Monday through Friday
morning. The scheduling for the target complex, as well as
for Army training, will be controlled by the Fort Bliss Range
Scheduling Office in a manner that generally allows the

Continued on Next Page
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The LDEIS indicates management will continue as per the BLM's Resource Management Plan
for the area and in accordance with the 1990 Memorandum of Understanding between the
BLM and Army. This also must be carried through from the LDEIS into proposed legislation,
It shonld be given the weight of law to ensure continued public access and natural resource
management by the BLM. Incorporation of the MOU into the legislation weuld clearly
delineate management responsibility.

Each alternative assumes a withdrawal term of 50 years. Justification for such a protracted
withdrawal is not included in this LDEIS, but should be provided, The withdrawal term
should be commensurate with the foreseeable uses of the Range, Fort Bliss® MMPEIS
indicates the military planning horizon is usually 20 years. If there is a withdrawal renewat, it
should be commensurate with the military’s planning horizon.

This document aftempts to consider the impact that refurn of presently withdrawn lands to the
public domain would have on land use management under the public land laws. This reaches
beyond the decision scope of the LDEIS and requires speculation on the part of DOD as to
how Congress will act and how DOI would manage the resonrces, Aftempting to perform
such analysis in this document is inappropriate. In the event portions of McGregor Range are
not tewithdrawn, DOT will preceed with the actnal planning, public participation, and
environmental analysis which would result in Jand nse decisions,

The LDEIS also attempts impact analysis of how the BLM may authorize grazing on lands
returned to the public domain, This is specalative and not appropriate. It is not relevant to the
decision to be made and distracts the reader from the primary issue. The grazing authorization
system would be the current bid system and/or one prescribed by Congressional guidance.
Analysis beyond this general scenario is beyond the purpose and scope of the LDEIS. Grazing
authorization is outside of the jurisdiction of the DOD and would be administered by the DOI,
BLM. BLM would authorize grazing under the legal mechanisms available, following
appropriate additional planning and environmental analysis. As such, grazing should be
approached consistent with the approach taken in the LDEIS concerning NCA analysis:

“The establishment of an NCA by Congress is outside the jurisdiction of the
DeD and would be administered by the DOL. This LEIS, the purpose of which
is 1o address the application for military withdrawal, does not address the
impacts of wildemness and NCA designation in detail.”

SPECIFIC COMMENTS:

Pages ES-12 and 1-3: Wording has been included concerning the spatial requirements of a
concept or plan feferred to as “Army foree XXI and Army after next.” There is no explanation

8. Continued

USAF use of the target complex and Army use of the
training areas. Concurrent use is planned to meet most of
the demand of both missions.

9. Under Department of Defense (DoD) policy for the use of
major range and test facilities such as White Sands Missile
Range (WSMR), evaluation of routine use for training such
as conducted at McGregor Range is not permitted. Joint
use is hindered by the different missions and associated
scheduling philosophies. There are different installation
support requirements and different operating tempos.

10. The agency comment was considered during preparation of
the final LEIS and has become a part of this public comment
response document for congressional review.

11. The Army employs various planning cycles for different
aspects of its mission. For example, the Army uses a 6-year
programming cycle for operational activities with facility
planning over a 20-year horizon. Doctrinal and equipment
life-cycle planning can extend over a period of 40 years or
more. The proposed 50-year withdrawal period
encompasses each of these periods and enables long-term
national security plans to rely on a stable land resource.

12. The LEIS presents the possible conflicts between the
proposed action and alternatives and the objectives of
federal, regional, state, and local land use plans, policies,
and controls for the area concerned (40 Code of Federal
Regulations [CFR] Part 1502.16 [C]). The potential conflicts
that arise from adopting other than Alternative 1 are
discussed in Section 2.2.3. That congressional designation
of the current method of grazing administration as specified
in the RMPA would serve to solidify the legal aspects of the
issue was recognized in this discussion. The agency
comment was considered during preparation of the final
LEIS and has become a part of this public comment
response document for congressional review.

Continued on Next Page
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14.

Continued
13.

The LEIS presents the possible conflicts between the
proposed action and alternatives and the objectives of
federal, regional, state, and local land use plans, policies,
and controls for the area concerned (40 CFR Part
1502.16 [C]). The potential conflicts that arise from adopting
other than Alternative 1 are discussed in Section 2.2.3. That
congressional designation of the current method of grazing
administration as specified in the RMPA would serve to
solidify the legal aspects of the issue was recognized in this
discussion. The agency comment was considered during
preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part of this
public comment response document for congressional
review.

The following text has been added to Section 1.2 and the
terms defined in the glossary. “The Army has a long history
of developing innovative approaches to future warfighting
challenges. The future Army Force XXI and its follow-on,
Army-After-Next, is being designed with organizations and
capabilities that will allow it to be rapidly tailored,
strategically deployable, and effectively employable in joint
and multinational operations. Army Force XXI provides rapid
and effective response to the changing situations and local
conditions. Mission planning and rehearsal will be conducted
simultaneously with the build-up of decisive forces, as
automated systems and simulations, capable of operating
from ships and aircraft, provide the capability to plan,
coordinate, and war game possible courses of action while
forces are en route. Vastly improved capabilities of long-
range missiles with smart submunitions, precision weapons
delivered throughout the battlespace, and attack helicopters
capable of operations deep within enemy forces, integrated
with an air campaign, are critical to ensuring that national
objectives are met. Army Force XXI operations must be fully
integrated as the land force commander draws from a suite
of complementary capabilities of the other services, our

Continued on Next Page
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of what “Army force XXI” or “Army after next" are. If these topics are brought up, especially
as a reason for needing certain attention, they should be explained and described.

Page 2-1, 2.0: Include launch facility in TA 10 in the list of “Future training needs could
affect the level of use . . ."

Page 2-12, Table 2,1-4; Additional FTX sites are listed among the efforts with NEPA
Documentation On-Going or Completed. Is there an ongoing environmental assessment of the
proposed FTX sites other than the MMPEIS? The FTX should be listed as one of the activities
“Under Consideration.” On page 2-13, it is stated the 13.5 square miles are being “evaluated
in separate NEPA documentation , . ." Is this other than the MMPEIS? These relationships
must be described in detail in order to facilitate public understanding.

Page 3.1-3, 3.1.1.2: Omit or reword the last two sentences of this section: “As required
under AR 200-3 . . . . These plans will apply ecosystem management and biodiversity
principals, and comparative property significance criteria, respectively, to prioritize Army
management actions on McGregor Range.” This is incorrect. The MMPEIS correctly states:
“On McGregor Range, the INRMP applies to Army fee-owned land and managing impact of
military missions on withdrawn public land, as specified in the BLM/Army MOU (Appendix
D). The BLM retaing management for public access uses on withdrawn and Army fee-owned
land as enumerated in the Federal Land Policy and Management Act (FLPMA), PL 95-606,
and the McGregor Range RMPA (BLM, 1990)." (Page 5.2-6 section 5.2.1.2 of the
MMPEIS.)

Page 3.1-3, Figure 3,1-1; Label the ATACM impact area in TA 25, and depict the proposed
launch facility in TA 10, This will assist with impact analysis.

Page 3.1-6, 3.1.2.2: Add to the U.S, Border Patrol paragraph a description of their drag
roads and fully assess the impacts resultant from this operation.

Page 3.1-7, 3.1.2.2, Water Use: Poor placement of last sentence implies the tesidents of Oro
Grande are obtaining water from earthen tanks.

Page 3.1-19, 3,1.3.2, Grazing: Change to Phillips 1998, In the final, use the exact number
on the prazing permit: 1,725 head of sheep.

Page 3.1-22, 3.1.4, Land Use Compatibility: Should include a discussion of and subsequent
analysis of resultant impacts from the bombing range on Otero Mesa.

Page 3.2-1, 3.2: In the paragraph reading “The ROI considered . . .", clarify whether the
analysis region of influence for airspace includes the airspace to be used in conjunction with
the USAF bombing range on Otero Mesa.

14. Continued

allies, and other government and nongovernment
organizations. The training and test activities conducted on
McGregor Range are critical to achieving the expectations
set for Army Force XXI and its follow-on in the preparedness
planning the Army-After-Next.”

15. The text will be modified as follows: *...helicopter training
complex, establishment of a launch facility for a tactical
ballistic missile (TBM) target for Patriot training, and...”

16. An Environmental Assessment (EA) will be prepared by Fort
Bliss for any additional FTX sites on McGregor Range,
should Alternative 2 or 3 of the Fort Bliss Mission and
Master Plan Programmatic EIS (PEIS) be adopted.

17. The text has been revised as recommended.

18. The potential Army Tactical Missile Systems (ATACMS)
impact area in TA 25 is depicted as a small circle with the
horizontal hatching designating an impact area and its
envisioned size. The specific location of a potential launch
facility in TA 10 for Patriot targets is undetermined at this
time.

19. The text has been revised to include appropriate available
information from the Construction of Drag Roads Near the
U.S. Highway 54 Border Control Checkpoint, Otero County,
New Mexico Environmental Assessment Finding of No
Significant Impact (FONSI) dated 8/18/93.

20. The sentences within the paragraph have been reorganized.
21. The text has been revised as recommended.

22. The land use for the USAF tactical target complex is
summarized in Section 4.1.1.2, subsections Military Use and
Nonmilitary Use. Additional information on land use effects
relative to the tactical target complex is presented in Chapter
4, Section 4.3, Land Use of the Proposed Expansion of GAF
Operations at Holloman AFB, New Mexico EIS prepared by
the USAF in April 1998.

Continued on Next Page
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Page 3.3-1, 3.3.1: Include Border Patrol Drag Roads. The drag roads were established in
approximately 1995 near the 506 and 54 intersection. See Hart, Jeanie (Aug 1994) Arch
Survey for US Border Parol Drag Roads, Prepared for the US Army Corp of Eng, JTFG6, Ft.
Bliss, TX. According to that report, 586 acres were surveyed on McGregor Range.

Page 3.8-14, 3.8.3.4, Northern Aplomado Falcon: Omit the parenthetical statement *{e.g.
grassiand habitat converted to shrubland due to livestock grazing.)” This statement makes a
sweeping generalization about the effects of livestock grazing without acknowledging that the
causes of vegetation change are often very complex and controversial.

Page 3.9-3, 3.9.3: Historic Landscapes are appropriate for inclusion in this section. They are
a class of cultural resources on McGregor Range along with Prehistoric and Histeric
Archaeological and Architectural Resources.

Page 3.9-8, 3.9.4.3: The information in this section is incomplete. Replace “BLM has
conducted preliminary research . , ." with the following wording and cite Hart 1997: “The
Burean of Land Management recently completed a rural historic landscape National Register
evaluation for a landscape based on Qliver Lee's historic sphere of influence (Hart 1997). The
potential boundary of the historic landscape encompasses McGregor Range."

Hart, Jeanie (November 1997) A Cultural Resources Inventory of Particular Fence Lines,
Pipelines, and Trap Fences on McGregor Range, and Rural Historic Landscape Nation
Register Evaluation. U.S.D.I. BLM Cultural Report 030-97-65.

Page 3.12-2, 3.12.1, Noise: Add information abont the overall noise anticipated from the use
of the Otero Mesa target complex.

Page 4.1-1, 4.1: Considering the “effect that return of lands to the public domain would have
on land use management under the public land laws" reaches beyond the decision scope of this
document and requires speculation on the part of DOD as to how DOI would manage the
resources. It is our opinion that attempting to perform such analysis in this document is
inappropriate. In the event portions of McGregar Range are not rewithdrawn, DOI will
proceed with the actual planning, public participation, and environmental analysis which would
result in land use decisions.

Page 4.1-3, 4.1.1.2: Add wording in parenthesis: “See Access and Realty and Livestock
Grazing below.”

Page 4.1-3, 4.1,1.2, Access and Realty: Include information on restricted access up to 60
hours per week south of 506 on the Mesa due to the USAF target complex.

Page 4.1-6, 4.1.2.1, BLM: Reword: “BLM will continue to use the existing RMPA . . . .
Strike “Alternatively.” The CRMP is a document tiered to the RMP, not a substitute plan.

Continued

23. The Region of Influence (ROI) (Figure 3.2-1) considered for
the McGregor Range LEIS is the airspace that is affected by
training activities on McGregor Range and Dofa Ana
Range—North Training Areas and aviation activities at the
Biggs Army Air Field (AAF).

24. Reference to Border Patrol drag roads has been included in
the text.

25. The parenthetical information has been deleted.

26. Historic landscapes are defined as a type of cultural
resource in Section 3.9.1 and the potential for historic
military and rural landscapes on McGregor Range is
discussed in Section 3.9.4.3. Currently, both a rural and
military historic landscape are being reviewed, there are no
designated historic landscapes on McGregor Range.

27. The text has been revised as recommended.

28. Section 3.12 describes noise in the existing environment of
McGregor Range. Information regarding the overall noise
level anticipated from the use of the Otero Mesa tactical
target complex is found in Section 4.12.1 of the LEIS and in
the USAF's Proposed Expansion of GAF Operations at
Holloman AFB, New Mexico, Final EIS dated April 1998.

29. The agency comment was considered during preparation of
the final LEIS and has become a part of this public comment
response document for congressional review.

30. The text has been revised as recommended.

31. The last sentence in the paragraph states, “Use of the GAF
target complex is expected to reduce access of 60,000 acres
on Otero Mesa for up to 60 hours per week.” No text change
is required.

32. The text has been revised as recommended.
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Page 4.1-7 and 4.1-8, 4.1.2.2, Livestock Grazing: Most of this analysis is beyond the scope
of this document and should be deleted for the reasons stated above,

Page 4.1-8, line 44: Add wording on beneficial results of management actions including fire:
“Specific actions are not defined, but are likely to benefit grazing, soil cover, watershed, and
wildlife habitat."

Page 4.1-11, 4,1,3.2, Livestock Grazing: Most of this analysis is beyond the scope of this
document and should be deleted for the reasons stated above.

4.1-18, 4.1.6.2, line 2: Add wording and reword: “Other traditional uses of the land, such as
grazing, will also be included. The NCA has the potential to be managed as a grazing
management showcase.”

Page 4.5-2, Table 4.5-1, Predicted Soil Loss: The units for the soil loss are unclear.
However, if the units of the Fuller equation (Appendix H) are tons/acre/year, then the
predicted wind erosion for the Pintura-Dofia Ana complex, the predominant soil type for the
off-road area (TAB), is 143 tons/acre/year on the maximum disturbed areas. This is more than
28 times the sustainability value of 5 tons/acre/year for the soil type. With these amounts, soil
loss needs to be included in Section 4.5.9, Trreversible and Irretrievable Commitment of
Resources.

Page 4.5-9, Section 4.5.7.2, Soils: Coppice dunes, which show up as vegetative elements in
Temote sensing monitoring, are actually signs of extreme desertification and loss of scil
productivity. Mention should be made of the impact on soils of coppice dune areas on the
Range.

Page 4.6-2, Roving Sands Field Training Exercises: Data are needed to substantiate the
conclusion that fugitive dust (PM,,) emissions are localized and of a short-term duration,
PM,, dust travels great distances under certain wind conditions. The city of El Paso, south of
the Base, is a moderate nonattainment area for PM,, emissions and the prevailing wind
direction for five months of the year is from the north, possibly adding emissions from the
MeGregor Range to the city of El Paso area.

Page 4.6-3, Heavy Division Training Center; Data are needed to support comparisons
between the fugitive dust data at Ft. Irwin and any fugitive dust emissions at the envisioned
HDTC at McGregor Range, The soil surfaces, wind regimes, and vegetation are totally
different for the two areas. Therefore, the conclusion of “insignificant air quality impacts”
based on Ft. Irwin data is not sufficient.

Page 4.6-5, Section 4.6.8, Mitigation: The assumption that the impact of dust production only
occurs during lraining exercises is limited. The loss of vegetative cover (Figure G-3) and the
continual disturbance of the soils cause the surface to become more vulnerable to PM,, dust

33. The LEIS presents the possible conflicts between the
proposed action and alternatives and the objectives of
federal, regional, state, and local land use plans, policies,
and controls for the area concerned
(40 CFR Part 1502.16 [C]). The potential conflicts that arise
from adopting other than Alternative 1 are discussed in
Section 2.2.3. That congressional designation of the current
method of grazing administration as specified in the RMPA
would serve to solidify the legal aspects of the issue was
recognized in this discussion. The agency comment was
considered during preparation of the final LEIS and has
become a part of this public comment response document
for congressional review.

34. The text has been revised as recommended.

35. The LEIS presents the possible conflicts between the
proposed action and alternatives and the objectives of
federal, regional, state, and local land use plans, policies,
and controls for the area concerned
(40 CFR Part 1502.16 [C]). The potential conflicts that arise
from adopting other than Alternative 1 are discussed in
Section 2.2.3.

36. The text has been revised as recommended.

37. The units for soil loss (tons/acre/year) have been added to
the footnotes of Table 4.5-1. The undisturbed scenario
assumes current conditions with little disturbance to
vegetation or soil from military or nonmilitary actions. The
moderate impact scenario assumes a 50 percent reduction
in vegetative cover and 50 percent disturbance to the soil
surface from military or nonmilitary activities. The maximum
impact assumes 100 percent removal of vegetation and 100
percent disturbance to the soil surface from military or
nonmilitary activities. The Fort Bliss comprehensive
monitoring program described in Section 4.8.7.1 illustrates
that from the 1986 image to the 1996 image, reductions in
vegetative cover from all natural and noninduced sources
were in the lower range of the moderate soil disturbance

Continued on Next Page
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38.

39.

40.

37. Continued

category. The soil loss from wind on undisturbed land in the
Pintura-Dofia Ana complex, the predominant soil type for the
off-road area (TA 8), under undisturbed conditions is 21.73
tons/acre/year or over 4 times the acceptable soil loss.
Under moderate use assumptions, wind erosion could
increase this to 54.7 tons/acre/year or 2.5 times the natural
loss on undisturbed lands. Section 4.5.9 was modified to
read “The impact of military activity has exposed soils in TA
8 to increased gully erosion and irretrievable loss of soil by
wind. These impacts would likely continue regardless of
which withdrawal configuration alternative is selected. By
following installation management practices and avoiding
highly erodible soils, these impacts can be minimized.”

Soils in the coppice dunes area of the Tularosa Basin
portion of McGregor Range are discussed in Section 3.5.2
while impacts are discussed in Section 4.5.2.

More detailed air quality evaluations supporting this
conclusion may be found in the Final PEIS for the Joint
Training Exercise Roving Sands at Fort Bliss, Texas and
New Mexico and White Sands Missile Range, New Mexico,
published in February 1994, and the Supplemental EA for
Joint Training Exercise Roving Sands 97, published in
February 1997.

The potential for air quality effects resulting from activities of
a Heavy Division Training Center would be evaluated in
additional NEPA documentation on the proposal to establish
a center. Most of the activities associated with the capability
of the Fort Bliss Training Complex to support potential
activities such as a Heavy Division Training Center would
occur outside of McGregor Range since the capabilities on
this withdrawn land occur primarily in TA 8, Meyer Range,
and the McGregor Range Camp. The discussion was
presented in a programmatic sense using the best available
data to illustrate potential use of Fort Bliss capabilities that
could effect the use of McGregor Range.

Continued on Next Page
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production (and wind erosion) whenever the wind blows. Mitigation for fugitive dust
production should be addressed in each project-specific National Environmental Policy Act
{NEPA) document.

Page 4.8-19, 4.8.5, lines 13-14; Omit sentence “If graring were instituted . . .” This
statement conflicts with an earlier more realistic statement indicating cattle grazing could be
restricted due to UXD contamination.

Page 4.8-23, Table 4.8-4: The conclusion to be drawn from the text is that pending farther
study, the effect of grazing on Aplomado falcon potential habitat should be “unknown” rather
than “negative.”

Page 4.9-24, line 25; Omit “Management responsibility for archacological resources on the
returned Jands would be assumed by the BLM,"” BLM already has management responsibitity
for cultural resources as per the FLPMA.

Appendix G, Page G-8, Section G.5, Comprehensive Landscape Monitoring: Overall, the
deseription of the use of remotely sensed satellite image data to monitor vegetation and land
impact changes in the Fort Bliss area is sound. The following are some comments and
suggestions on the monitoring method:

The Advance Very High Resolution Radiometer (AVHRR) data, with less than 1 km
resolution, 1s more of a global tool—as is mentioned—and therefore not as useful for
monitoring such a localize area, even on a daily basis. A reference on the methodology
of using AVHRR data for soil moisture mapping is needed because there is not yet a
known good satellite image tool to do this on a regional or local scale.

Normalized vegetation index type products usually do not work well in low vegetation
density desert environments {as stated on page G-11), Using calibrated visible bands to
do some of the vepetation change detection, as described in Chavez and MacKinnon,
reference following, should prove to be more successful,

The vse of two Landsat Thematic Mapper (TM) images (1986 vs 1996) to generate a
preliminary change Image map I3 a good start, but 1t is unclear how often 8 TM image
will be used fo monitor changes in the area. At least one or two per year (seasonally
spaced) would provide the best monitoring results.

Continued

41.

42.

43.

44.

45.

46.

47.

The Army agrees with the agency comment and is
committed to continuing evaluation under NEPA as major
new actions that could significantly affect the environment
are proposed for the withdrawn area.

The sentence has been deleted as recommended.

Results of existing studies indicate that grazing may have
resulted in a reduced capacity for the Otero Mesa
grasslands to support breeding Aplomado falcon (see
Section 3.8.3.4). In addition, grazing may have been a
factor that lead to the extirpation of this species from the
United States (see Section D.4.4 in Appendix D). Therefore,
the table was not changed, although a footnote was added
indicating that the assessment of the impacts of grazing on
potential Aplomado falcon habitat on Fort Bliss are
preliminary.

The text has been revised to read “...would be solely by the
BLM.”

The Army will consider the agency suggestion in the future
development of the monitoring system as funding resources
permit.

The Army will consider the agency suggestion in the future
development of the monitoring system as funding resources
permit.

The Army agrees with the agency comment. The following
qualifications may be found in Section 4.8.7.1. “The results
from this analysis must be interpreted with some
qualifications. The model was generated from plot data in
grassland and desert shrub communities where vegetation
cover ranged from 15 percent to 53 percent of the total
covered area. Extrapolation of the model to other vegetation

Continued on Next Page
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The methodology presented for change detection is to classify the TM images into land
cover types for the given date and then to use these results to do the change detection.
This method could result in errors in the classification process of each date (usvally less
than 90 percent classification accuracy for desert vegetation), showing up as changes on
the ground, Using the actual calibrated images to do change detection and then using
these results as a guide for detailed field investigations could be a better monitoring
method.

References:

Chavez, Pat 8., Jt., and MacKinnon, David J., Automatic detection of vegetation changes in

the Southwestern United States using remotely sensed images, Photogrammetric
Engineering & Remote Sensing, Vol. 60, No. §, May 1994, pp. 571-583.

We appreciate the opportunity to review this LDEIS. We trust the above comments will be of
assistance as you prepare subsequent documentation.

Sincerely,

By Bhaee

Glenn B. Sekavec
Regional Environmental Officer

47. Continued

48.

types or to vegetation cover outside of the range of the
model cannot be evaluated for accuracy. Therefore,
comparisons made in other vegetation types or outside of
the model's range should be viewed as preliminary
comparisons. The images used in the analysis represent a
snapshot view of conditions for 2 days 10 years apart, and
do not represent trends in vegetation cover. The number of
observations over time correlates to the reliability of the
trend analysis.”

The monitoring program that uses National Aeronautics and
Space Administration (NASA) LANDSAT Thematic Imagery
is under development and will be used to monitor the entire
landscape of Fort Bliss at high spatial resolution to capture
variability in land cover on ftraining areas. Validation will
occur through the on the ground use of Land Condition
Trend Analysis (LCTA) and other field investigations
/observations.  This capability will allow positioning of
monitoring plots to provide an accurate sample of impacts
on the training landscape. Additional post sampling analysis
using plot data, monitoring data, and Geographic
Information System (GIS) themes will allow analysts to map
the extent and impact of training activities on a landscape
scale. The analysis presented in the LEIS reflects the early
stages of the process being implemented at Fort Bliss to
evaluate cumulative impacts of military training, grazing, and
natural events on training lands.
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At

United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
New Mexico State Office
1474 Rodeo Road
P. 0. Box 27115
Santa Fe, New Mexico 875020115

IN REPLY REFER TO:

1780 (230)

December 04, 1998

Dr. Andrew Vliet

Program Manager, McGregor Renewal

U.S. Army Air Defense Artillery Center
and Fort Bliss

P. O, Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet:

The New Mexico Resource Adviscry Council, during it's meeting on
November 20, 1998, discussed and approved the enclosed letter
{Enclosure 1). The letter concerns the Draft Legislative
Environmental Impact Statement for the McGregor Range, New Mexice
Land Withdrawal Renewal, October 1998, prepared by the United
States Army. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Acting Deputy State Director
Division of Resource
Planning, Use and Protectiocn

2 Enclosures
1- Letter (4 pp)
2- cc List

JudWNIO( Asuodsay pue JuUIWWO)) I[qNJ [EMBIPYIAA PUBT dSuey J10331D)IA



SI-¢

49

Federal Government
United States Department of the Interior Bureau of Land Management

TN B
. I 1Y
Dr. Andrew Viiet bs

Program Manager, McGregor Renewal

U.S. Amy Air Defense Artillery Center and Fort Bliss
P.O. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, TX 79906

Dear Dr. Viiet:

The New Mexico Resource Advisory Council (RAC) is a 15 member New Mexico citizens advisory
council appointed to provide advice and recommendations to the Secretary of the Interior through the
Bureau of Land Management (BLM), New Mexico State Office. In previous comespondence to you
dated January 9, 1998, we provided scoping comments for review and consideration during
preparation of the Draft Legislative Environmental Impact Statement (LEIS) for the renewal of the

McGregor Range military withdrawal.

We recommended the Amy consider six altematives in the LEIS: Five boundary altematives and a sixth
alternative to establish a National Conservation Area (NCA) for the Otero Mesa and Foothills. During
this process, we have been disappointed in the actions and methods of the military in this process and
selection of the proposed action. By making a case only for the proposed action, the military has

devalued the other altematives, public support for those altematives and the entire process.

Regardless of which altemative is chosen, we wish to emphasize the importance of continued public

access to public land. People have a right to use public land, and this right must not be hampered.

The RAC's guiding tenets for McGregor Range were first articulated in a letter dated August 5, 1997, in

response to the Air Force's proposal to establish a bombing range on Otero Mesa:

1. The public has historically used Otero Mesa and the Mountain Foothills for multiple-use.
Otero Mesa holds some of New Mexico's finest examples of native grasslands and finest

antelope herds.
2. The area west of Otero Mesa, known as the “Tularosa Basin” is an appropriate location for
the continued military use including a bombing range. This area is currently used as an impact

area for military munitions for Fort Bliss.

Enclosure 1-1

49. Based on recommendations received from the public
through the NEPA scoping process, the McGregor Range
LEIS analyzes five boundary alternatives and a sixth
alternative to establish a NCA for Otero Mesa and the
Sacramento Mountain foothills. As required by NEPA, the
environmental impacts of each alternative were presented in
comparative form with substantial treatment of each
alternative.
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These two tenets continue to guide RAC positions for McGregor Range issues. Conceming the
withdrawal renewal, the RAC supports Altemative 3, which would retum the area known as “Otero
Mesa and the Mountain Foothills” to non-withdrawn pubiic land status. The area west of the Otero
Mesa, known as the “Tularosa Basin” portion of McGregor Range, would continue to be withdrawn for
military use. The Otero Mesa and Mountains Foothills have traditiorally been used for Amy oop
training and as an impact buffer area. The Otero Mesa is not an appropriate location for the Air
Force's bombing range or any future hard military use or impact areas. By contrast, the Tularosa Basin
is much better suited for such use as it histosdcally has been an impact area with unexploded ordnance

and closed ta public use.

It is our understanding that the Withdrawal renewal decision will be made by Congress. As such, the
RAC asserts that for whatever altemative selected by Congress, the resultant legisfation must ansure the
historic use pattern of McGregor Range, including guaranteed substantive public use and protection of

the natural landscape of the Ctero Mesa and Mountain Foothills,

The LEIS states that all re-withdrawn lands would continue under management as per the White Sands
Resource Area Resource Managernent Plan (RMP} and the Memorandum of Understanding (MOL)). To
ensure this happens, the essential parts of the RMP and MOU should be incorporated tnto renewal
legislation, The legislation shouid clearty delineate management responsibility as per the RMP and
MO, The legistation should use the RMP and MOU as a template, and should address Land Use;
Minerals; Scff, Water, and Alr; Yegetation; Livestock Grazing; Wildlife; Recreation; Visual Resources;

Wildemess; Cultural Resources; and Fire Maragement.

In addition, part of the military respensibility is to act as good land stewards. Part of that responsibility
is to cleanup debris as a result of military activity. It is imperative that such items be cleaned up as it
oceurs rather than waiting for years of accumulation. The military should devefop a 15-year aggressive

cleanup plan for McCregar Range.

Enclosure 1-2

50. The Army’s proposed action, described in Section 2.1,
allows for the continuation of the substantive public use of
the range, subject to risks to public safety and national
security requirements.

51. The Army's proposed action would continue management
under the White Sands Resource Area RMP as amended for
McGregor Range for the 50 years to provide a stable land
base for military training and planning. However, Congress
could reinforce this proposed action through legislation that
the existing MOU govern the future management of
McGregor Range. Congress could further specify other
periods of withdrawal and allowable activities on different
portions of McGregor Range. For example, Congress could
specify a 35-year period of withdrawal and that the Tularosa
Basin be utilized as the primary military use area on
McGregor Range, and place limits on military use of the
Otero Mesa.

52. The Army has an on-going evaluation of the ordnance and
explosive hazards on McGregor Range and will continue
with studies and pursue clean-up actions to the extent
resources are available.

As described in Section 3.13.3, an archive search report
documented areas of potential ordnance and explosive
hazards. Additional physical surveys are being conducted to
evaluate the extent of the potential ordnance and explosive
hazards. Potential hazards to public safety associated with
the granting of public access in portions of McGregor Range
such as the Tularosa Basin may preclude return of this area
to the public domain necessitating transfer of that land to the
Secretary of the Army for future clean-up.
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We are concermed about the S0-year withdrawal renewal timeframe proposed by the Army, and
believe that is too long. The current withdrawal was for 15 years. Extending the withdrawal for over
three times that duration is excessive. The withdrawal certainly should not exceed the foreseeable uses
by the military. The draft Fort Bliss Mission and Master Plan Programmatic Environmental Impact
Statement indicates the military planning horizon s usually 20 years, but that even the period beyond

& vears is highly speculative. If there is a withdrawal renewal, it should be for 15 years.

In summary, the RAC supports Altemative 3 because it unequivocally ensures continued public use of
the Otero Mesa/Mountain Foothills while providing the Army with an exclusive use area to fulfill its
training mission requirements. IF Congress selects a different altemative, the legislation should be

specific and used as a mechanism to fulfill these objectives and delineate management responsibilities.

Sinceraly,

Approved on 11/20/98 at the New Mexico Resource Advisory Council meeting in Las Cruces, New
Mexico by all. cument members present as follows:
Group 1°

Nancy Clopton

Joseph Quintana

Joe Romero

Buddy Shaw

Marvin Lee Watts
Croup 2™

Gregory Green

Phillerore Howard

Bob Nordstrum

Sanford Schemniz

Steve West
Group 3

Danny Charlie

Celestino Gachupin

Kenneth Heil

Dan Lopez
Enclosure 1-3

53. The Army employs various planning cycles for different
aspects of its mission. For example, the Army uses a 6-year
programming cycle for operational activities with facility
planning over a 20-year horizon. Doctrinal and equipment
life-cycle planning can extend over a period of 40 years or
more. The proposed 50-year withdrawal period
encompasses each of these periods and enables long-term
national security plans to rely on a stable land resource.

Different (shorter or longer) withdrawal periods would not
substantially change the environmental impacts of a land
allocation decision. Continuing stewardship and compliance
activities would be required regardless of duration. Public
and/or agency participation in ongoing environmental
management activities on McGregor Range is assured
through existing laws, regulations, and policies as listed in
Table 1.6-1. The Army is committed to continuing public
participation under NEPA as major new actions that could
significantly affect the environment are proposed for the
installation. The McGregor Range RMPA, jointly prepared by
the BLM and the Army provides for continuing public
participation. The annual RMP update informs the public of
the progress made in implementing the RMPA. The Army’s
INRMP and ICRMP contain provisions for agency
coordination and revision as necessary every 5 vyears.
Together, these regulatory requirements, policies, and
procedures will ensure opportunities for both public and
agency input into the future.
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* Group 1.

rk

* kK

Holder of Federal grazing permit/lease,
transportation/rights of way, developed outdoor recreation,
off-highway vehicle user, commercial recreation activity,
commercial timber industry, ensrgy/mineral development;

Group 2.

national/regicnal envircnmental organization, resource
conservation group, dispersed recreational activity,
archeological or historical interest, national/regicnal wild
horse/burre groups; and

Group 3.

holder of state/county/leocal elected office, State agency
employee in field of natural resource/land/water, Indian
tribes, academiclians of natural resource/science,

public-at-large,

Enclosure 1-4
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Jerry W. Sandel

NM House of Representatives
716 Rosa St.

Farmington, NM 87401

Ray Begaye

NM House of Representatives
Box 609

Shiprock, NM 87420

P. David Vickers

NM House of Representatives
41 Sands Loop

Los Lunas, NM 87031

Henry Kiki Saavedra

NM House of Representatives
2838 2 SW

Albuguerque, NM 87102

Daniel P. Silva

NM House of Representatives
1323 Canyon Trail SW
Albuquerque, NM 87121

Joe Nestor Chavez

NM House of Representatives
1116 Atrisco Dr. NW
Albuquerque, NM 87105

Sheryl M. Williams

NM House of Representatives
Box 27165

Albuquerque, NM 87125

Ron Godbey

NM House of Representatives
Box 1002

Cedar Crest, NM 87008

Danice R. Picraux

NM House of Representatives
4308 Ave. La Resolana, NE
Albuquerque, NM 87110

Joseph P. Mohorovic

NM House of Representatives
13224 Candelaria NE
Albuquerque, NM 87112

Thomas C. Taylor

NM House of Representatives
5909 Rinconada

Farmington, NM 87401

R. David Pederson

NM House of Representatives
Box 1712

Gallup, NM 87305

Fred Luna

NM House of Representatives
1651 Los Lentes NE

Los Lunas, NM 87031

Rick Miera

NM House of Representatives
1011 Forrester NW
Albuquerque, NM 87102

Miguel P. Garcia

NM House of Representatives
1118 La Font Rd. SW
Albuguerque, NM 87105

Edward C. Sandoval

NM House of Representatives
5102 12" St. NW
Albuquerque, NM 87107

Ted Hobbs

NM House of Representatives
1415 Catron Ave. SE
Albuquerque, NM 87123

Robert Burpo

NM House of Representatives
10101 Anaheim Ave. NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122

Art Hawkins

NM House of Representatives
7701 Winter NE
Albuquerque, NM 87110

Timothy E. Macko

NM House of Representatives
4628 Rainbow St. NW
Albuquerque, NM 87114

Sandra L. Townsend

NM House of Representatives
Box 1292

Farmington, NM 87401

George J. Hanosh

NM House of Representatives
Box 1299

Grants, NM 87020

Leo C. Watchman, Jr.

NM House of Representatives
Box 1278

Navajo, NM 87328

James G. Taylor

NM House of Representatives
3909 Camino Del Valle SW
Albuquerque, NM 87105

Raymond G. Sanchez

NM House of Representatives
Box 1966

Albuquerque, NM 87103

Gail C. Beam

NM House of Representatives
425 Aliso Drive NE
Albuquerque, NM 87108

Mimi Stewart

NM House of Representatives
313 Moon NE

Albuquerque, NM 87123

George D. Buffett

NM House of Representatives
8212 Harwood NE
Albuquerque, NM 87110

Lorenzo A. Larranaga

NM House of Representatives
7716 Lamplight NE
Albuquerque, NM 87109

Pauline K. Gubbels

NM House of Representatives
2818 Las Cruces, NE
Albuquerque, NM 87110

Loiefo? a-1
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Joseph M. Thompson

NM House of Representatives
Box 22082

Albuquerque, NM 87111

Mary Helen Garcia

NM House of Representatives
5271 S. Highway 28

Las Cruces, NM 88005

J. “Andy” Kissner

NM House of Representatives
3245 E. University Ave.

Las Cruces, NM 88011

Nick L. Salazar

NM House of Representatives
Box 1076

San Juan Pueblo, NM 87566

Jeannette Wallace

NM House of Representatives
1913 Spruce

Los Alamos, NM 87544

Ben Lagan

NM House of Representatives
Rt. 1 Box 102

Santa Fe, NM 87501

Don Tripp

NM House of Representatives
Box 1369

Socorro, NM 87801

Delores C. Wright

NM House of Representatives
150 West Lisa

Chaparral, NM 88021

John A. Heaton

NM House of Representatives
102 S. Canyon

Carlsbad, NM 88220

Dara A. Dana

NM House of Representatives
6574 Cherokee Rd.

Dexter, NM 88230

Dona G. Irwin

NM House of Representatives
420 8. Slate

Deming, NM 88030

Benjamin B. Rios

NM House of Representatives
233 S. San Pedro St.

Las Cruces, NM 88001

F. Dianne Hamilton

NM House of Representatives
4132 N. Gold St.

Silver City, NM 88061

Debbie A. Rodella

NM House of Representatives
Box 1074

San Juan Pueblo, NM 87566

Judy Vanderstar Russell

NM House of Representatives
4104 La Colorada Ct.

Rio Rancho, NM 87124

Max Coll

NM House of Representatives
Rt. 9, Box 72-F

Santa Fe, NM 87505

Rhonda King

NM House of Representatives
Box 103

Stanley, NM 87056

Terry T. Marquardt

NM House of Representatives
903 New York Ave.
Alamogordo, NM 88310

W.C. “Dub” Williams

NM House of Representatives
HC66, Box 10

Glencoe, NM 88324

David M. Parsons

NM House of Representatives
607 Golondrina

Roswell, NM 88201

J. Paul Taylor

NM House of Representatives
Box 133

Mesilla, Nm 88046

E.G. Smokey Blanton

NM House of Representatives
8005 N. Dona Ana Rd.

Dona Ana, NM 88005

Manue! Herrera

NM House Representatives
105 N. Cactus

Bayard, NM 88023

Roberto J. Gonzales

NM House of Representatives
Box 6193

Taos, NM 87571

Patsy Trujillo Knauer

NM House Representatives
Box 15532

Santa Fe, NM 87506

Luciano “Lucky” Varela

NM House of Representatives
1709 Callejon Zenaida

Santa Fe, NM 87501

Gloria C. Vaughn

NM House of Representatives
503 16® St.

Alamogordo, NM 88310

Joe M. Stell

NM House of Representatives
22 Colwell Ranch Rd.
Carlsbad, NM 88220

Daniel R. Foley

NM House of Representatives
806 Deborah Drive

Roswell, NM 88201

Lisa L. Lutz

NM House of Representatives
1620 Borealis Ave. SE

Rio Rancho, NM 87124

-

Loeenre 7.2
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Donald L. Whitaker

NM House of Representatives
Box 556

Eunice, NM 88231

Anna Marie Crook

NM House of Representatives
1041 Fairway

Clovis, NM 88101

Bopbbie K. Mallory

NM Honsc of Representatives
10228 St. Highway 104
Tucumeari, NM 83401

Richard D. Vigil

NM House of Representatives
Box 456

Ribera, NM 87560

Tom Ldall

Ph. 982-7078 Fax 982-6185

Bue to recent efections. address is noi
avuilable .

Honorable Joe Skeen

\U.S. Housc of Representatives
2362 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20310-3102

Stevan E. Pierce

NM House of Representatives
2009 N. McKinley

Hobhs, NM 88240

James Roger Madalena

NM House of Representalives
Box 255

Jemez Puehlo, NM 87024

Jose R. Abeyta

NM House of Representatives
Box 147

Wagon Mound. NM 87752

Honorable Kathleen McGinty
Council on Environmental Quality
722 Jackson Place, NW
Washington, DC 20503

Honerable Pete Domenici
U.S. Senalor

SH-328 Senate Office Bldg,
Washington, DC 20510-3101

Honorable Heather Wilson
U.S. House of Representatives
226 Cannon Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510-3101

Mario Urioste

NM House of Representatives
2105 E. Brady

Clovis, NM 88101

Earlene Roberts
NM House of Representatives

Box 39

Lovington, NM 88260

W. Ken Martinsz
NM House of Representatives

Box 10

Grants, NM 87020

Honorable Gary fohnson
Governor of New Mexico
417 State Capitol

Santa Fe, NM 87503

Honorable Jeff Bingaman

U.S. Senator

SH-703 Hart Seante Office Bldg.
Wastiington, DC 20510-3102
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Walter D. Bradley
Lt. Governor

417 State Capitol
Santa Fe, NM 87503

Manny M. Aragen

NM State Senator
Drawer 2

Albuguerque, NM 87103

Joseph J. Carrarc

NM State Senator

10216 Carraro Place NW
Albuguerque, NM 87114

Dianna J. Duran
NM State Senator
909 Eighth Street
Tularosa, NM 88352

Joseph A. Fidel
NM State Senator
Box 968

Grants, NM 87020

Phil A. Griego

NM State Senator
Box 10

San Jose, NM 87565

Timothy %. Jennings
NM State Senator
Box 1797

Roswell, NM 88202

Carroll H. Leavell
NM State Senator
Drawer D

Jal, BM 88252

Fernando R. Macias
NM State Senator
Box 1155

Mesilla, NM 88046

Billy J. McKibben
NM State Senator
505 East Alteo
Hobbs, NM 88240

Rod Adair

NM State Senator
Box 96]

Roswell, MM 88202

Mark L. Beitano

NM State Senator

41¢8 Asper Ct. NE
Albugquerque, NM 87111

Carlos R. Cisneros
NM State Senator
Box 1129

Questa, NM 87556

Pauline B. Eisenstadt
NM State Senator

Box 638

Corrales, NM 87048

Mary Jane M. Garcia
¥M State Senator
Box 22

Dona Ana, NM 88032

Gloria Howes

NM State Senator
1515 Monterey
Gallup, NM 87301

Don Ridd

NM State Senator
Box 1358

Carlsbad, NM 88221

Linda M. Lopez

NM State Senator

9132 Suncrest sW
Albuguerque, NM 87121

Roman M. Maes III
NM State Senator

402 Graham Avenue
Santa Fe, NM 87501

Cisco McSorley

NM State Senator

401 Tulane NE
Albuquerque, MM 87106

Ben D, Altamiranc

NM State Senator

1123 Santa Rita St.
Silver city, NM 88061

Pete Campos

NM State Senator
500 Raynolds Ave.
Las Vegas, NM 87701

William F. Davis

NM State Senator

Box 6

Albuguerque, NM 87103

Dede Feldman

NM State Senator

1821 Meadowview Dr. NW
Albuquerque, NM 87104

Ramsey L. Gerham
NM State Senator
805 Salamanca NW
Albuguerque, NM 87107

Stuart Ingle

NM State Senator

2106 W, University Drive
Portales, NM 88130

Raymond L. Kysar
NM State Senator
300 W, Arrington, 100
Farmington, NM 87401

Patrick H. Lyons
¥M State Senator
Ima Rt. Box 26

Cuerva, NM 88417

Phillip J. Maloof

¥M State Senator

119 Industrial Ave. NE
Albuguergue, NM 87107

Cynthia Nava

¥M State Senater
3002 Broadmoor

Las Cruces, NM 88001
K 2 Poe e
Lot = ;
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William H. Payne

NM State Senator

Box 14823
Albuguergue, NM 87191

Shannon Robinson

NM State Senator

716 Indiana SE
Albuguergue, NM B7108

Richard M. Romero

NM State Senator

307 Silver SW
Albugquergue, NM 87102

R.L. Stockard

NM State Senator
Box 1364

Bloomfield, NM 87413

Sue F. Wilson

NM State Senator

812 Sagebrush Ct. SE
Albuguerque, NM §7123

John Pinto

NM State Senator
Box 163

Tohatchi, NM 87325

Arthur H. Rodarte

NM State Senator

Box 132

0Ojo Caliente, NM 87549

Michael S. Sanchez
KM State Senator
03 Bunton Read
Belen, NM 87002

Lecnard Tsosie

NM State Senator

Box 1003

Crownpoint, NM 87313

Leonard Lee Rawson
NM State Senator

Box 996

Las Cruces, NM BB8004

Nancy Rodriguez

NM State Senator

1838 Camino La Canada
Santa Fe, NM B75C1

John Arthur Smith
NM State Senator

Box 998

Deming, MM 88031

L. Skip Vernen

NM State Senator

Box 3827

Albugquergque, NM 87110
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PEFARTMENT QF THE AR FQRCE
WASHINGTON D¢
Office 3 The Axsistant Secrotuy
§FE3 gl
MEMORANDUY FOR DASAESOHY
FROM: SAFMIQ

SUBIECT: .AdrForce Commenis on McG_mgor Range LETS

W bave reviewed the draft Legiflrive Brvironmental mpast Statements (LFIS) oo
reoews] of the withdmwal of McGregor Range. This range is vital 1o USAF and Germetr AT
Fores {GAF) traring and cormbet readiness.

Based on our teview of the documet, it appears tha altemmtives three thivuk s have
significars adverse impacts © the USAF and GAF, 25 Otera Mesz. (locarad within MoGtegor
Range) woald tetwn 1o the miblic. Howeaver, the LEIS does not adequately refect these potentiat
impacts.

The Record of Degisian (ROD) {or the GAF B1S ideanfies Otora Mesq as te #te for
corstruction of £ new target corplex for air-to-ground waining. Crera Meza will support the
ractical wmining for a total 0742 GAF Tomado aircrat, a palitically aud exonomically important
irtiagve. Raturming (ters Mess to the public vwill seriously impass our trainne, combat
reatiness, and Geaman/US relations. OQur detalled sonsmeres are anached,

TFywa have any questons oo our commenls, my point of comtae is Maj Jim Mis,
DEN; 223-7548; e-mail; JamesW Milli) pertagenafion]

Tl

$iccais, m
Depriy Asgistare Ssorstary
of the Ak Forre
(Eovironunent, Safety und
Ocrpational Health)

Astachments.
Drtailed Coraments

54. Table ES-3 illustrates that under Alternatives 3 through 6, the
capability for training that requires air-to-ground surface
impact areas is totally eliminated; therefore, the mission
could not be accomplished. This loss would totally eliminate
the benefits to the USAF and GAF expressed in the purpose
and need section of the USAF’s Proposed Expansion of
GAF at Holloman AFB, New Mexico, Final EIS, dated April
1998. As stated in the LEIS Section 1.5.3, Other
Environmental Analyses and Decisions Relevant to the
Action, the USAF EIS was incorporated by reference into
this LEIS. Details of the operational and environmental
impacts of the LEIS Alternatives 3 through 6 may be found in
the USAF document.
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59

60|
61|
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AIR FORCE COMMENTS
OX

MCGREGOR RANCE
LEGISLATIVE ERVIRONVIENTAL IMPACY STATEMENT (LETS)

1. Geoeral comment: TheLE!Sdoesm*imazypﬁmanemepersamdassg:wdeon

Bliss. TheGenmAn‘I’orcc(GﬁF)hasthm*dﬂanbtmﬂstb&thavtbemmphceatf‘othss

for several decades. The first is the German Armmed Forces Comrmand for USA/Canada. This unit
mwmmdedhyaGAFBngad:emeeml The second uait is the GAF missile schoal. The third
is the GAF Parriot Office. The total mimber of GAF pecsorme pevmanently assigned to Fort Bliss
15240, The LELS ouly refers to forcign contingents prrforming temparary duty at Fort Bliss

2. Page2-1, line 40 Repiace " .the USAF is proposing 20 expand GAF cperations ar HAFB,
New Mexico. ™ with “._the USAF is.expanding GAF operations at HAFR, New Medeo.”

3. Page2-12, Table 2.1-4, First Buller Defete bullet and replace with, "Consiraction of s tactical
target complex on (nero Mesz,”

4. Page4-3, line 38-39, This secticn swmircs that milizary activities at HAFB have the potertial for
causing curnulative effects on MeGregor Range without refeyercing the ressoning, Recommend
deleting the statement uniess a clear explanation cag be provided.

5. Page 4.6-2, lires 38-42. This is an obsolete peragraph. We are expanding the GAF operations
at Holloman, We saggest the paragraph be replaced with: "USAFR Expansion of GAP
Operations at HAFB. The expansion  of GAF operations ar HAFB, NM, through the beddown
of an additicaal 30 Tomade aircraft, is one of the most semkHcet fture mission acrivities with a
potential to jmpact air quality at McGregor Range. The sxpansion includes the estabBshment of 2
new aif-to-ground tactical target complex on McGregor Range o be usad for maining by USAF
and GAF airerews,”

6. Page 4.12-1, lines 44-45. Delete first sentence. We are already expanding GAF operations a
Holloman,

7. Page 6-1, line 9. Shouldnt the UTSAT be ksted in this scerion?
2. Page ES-7, Enes 12-13. The initial stavement of this parzgraph is somewtat incomplete, in that
mot only wodld Alternative | allow the Army to contine its current air defenss wairing, Tt would

also allow the USAF and GAF 1o continue the military training associated with the new targss
camplex (NTC) to be constrocted ca West Otera Mess.

Capt Cabala/TLEVP/E04-0565/5 Jan 59

55. These units are included in the total Army Stationing and
Installations Plan (ASIP) data presented in Table 1.2-2. The
LEIS pertains to the McGregor Range portion of Fort Bliss.
The discussion of unit stationing at Fort Bliss Section 1.2.2.1
was limited to those units that typically perform much of their
mission on McGregor Range. All units, both U.S. and allied,
stationed at Fort Bliss, or elsewhere, that use McGregor
Range on an infrequent basis were considered in the total
training use of McGregor Range.

56. The text has been changed to read, “..the USAF is
expanding GAF operations at Holloman AFB (HAFB), New
Mexico.”

57. The first bullet has been revised as “Construction of an air-to-
ground tactical target complex.”

58. The text was revised to read: “Military activities at HAFB,
other than the USAF construction of a new air-to-ground
tactical target complex such as the deactivation of units
such as the 435" Fighter Squadron that reduced flight
operations over McGregor Range, have the potential to
contribute to the cumulative effects on McGregor Range.”

59. The text has been revised as requested.
60. The first sentence has been deleted as requested.

61. The U.S. Department of the Air Force has been added to the
list of agencies notified or contacted.

62. The sentence has been revised to read, “...the full renewal of
the withdrawn land would allow the U.S. Army to continue its
current air defense mission, allow continued military training
for other U.S. services and allied forces, and would provide
flexibility.”
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5. Page ES-7 bnes 36.37 The statemen: “Alergatives 1,2, 3,4, and 6 would net affect airspace
mearma.uagmemintthcgionannﬂu:nce{ROI)“dcesmtappwtobemnmv&r.hmpect
to 2irspace use. If Alternatives 3, 4, 5, or § ware selected, the USAF and GAF wonld not have
aLCess 19 Wcﬂﬂthﬁa,wuu]ﬁnathcahi:tnbm]dth:hTC mdwmﬁdbepmm'bnedﬁ‘om
traiming on the Mesa,

10, Page ES-12 Milirary Mission Consequences, This discussion totally ignores the military
mission comsequenices of the proposed action and altexmatives on the USAY and GAF, We
recognize this is an Ay range and eovironmental analysis; neverthedess, the impacts of the
proposad action and alternatives apply to all military users of the range. The document should
accurately and completely reflect those impacta. This comment spplies ot only to the Executive
Summary, but to the entirs document,

11. Papge 1-9 and 1-10, Rc&rmtojmmm:gmdamedmmumgthcrmgc:smade,m
no mention of USAF and GAF yse of the NTC and West Otera Mesa is made. Although the NTC
myettobehnlt.md:vﬂommwﬂnmmmcnwqumhmmdam;prMm
acaurate picture of the use of the mnge,

12. Page4.1-7, para4.1.22. No mention is made of the USAF and GAF use of the West Oterz
Mesz in this discussion. The concern is that an incomplete and inaccurate description is presented.

I3. Page4.1-10, para 4132 (alsopara4.] 4.2 -4.1.62)) All the "Effects on Land Use and
Land Users of McGregor Range” paragraphs in chapter 4 need to give an accurate peraayal of
the real impacts to the USAF and GAF. Simply stating that operations by the USAF on Otera
Mesa would net ccour does not provids the decision-maleer the real impact.

14. Page 4.1-15, para 4.1 /7., Cumulative Impacts, Lines 20-22. This seqtence s inaccueate, For
altematives 3-6, it would gppear the effect on land use and land users would be substantially
different than under alternative 1 or 2. The USAF and GAF training missions (land users of
McGregor Ranee) would be substantialy curtaited, for exzmple, under alteratives 3-8, and under
ahemnatives S and G, land use would be drastically different than undar any of the other
alternatives for virtually any land user. This senience does mot agree with teble 2.7.2.

15, Pages42-1and 4.2-2, parn 4.2.2 - 4.2.6. (Airspace — Alternatives 3-8), The comments in
each of these discussions {that the alternarive would not affect airspace use) appears 10 be
inacourzte, as the UUSAF and GAF use of the airspace would be drastically curtatled if the USAF
and GAF could not se the NTC on the Oterd Mesa.

18, Page 4.2-2, para 4.2.7, Cumuletive-Impacts, lines 33-39. The Tatwanese Air Force Traimang
Program at Holloman AFB was deactivated several years ago, so this information s outdated, and
should be removed.

17. Pages 6-2 - 6-5, pats 6.4, Persors Consalted. This list sppears 1o be missing USAF contacts

made. Surely more than otie telcpboae call to an Air Force contractor was made (Mr. Witkam
Wuest).

Capt CabalaMl EVP/S04-0565/5 T $9

63. The text has been revised to read, “Alternatives 1 and 2
would not affect airspace use or management in the ROI.
Alternatives 3, 4, and 6 would not affect airspace use or
management in the ROI. However, the return of Otero Mesa
and other areas of the existing McGregor Range to the
public domain would preclude development of the USAF
tactical target complex on Otero Mesa, potentially reducing
the level of activity within Restricted Area 5103.”

64. Table ES-3 illustrates that under Alternatives 3 through 6, the
capability for training that requires air-to-ground surface
impact areas is totally eliminated, therefore the mission
could not be accomplished. This loss would totally eliminate
the benefits to the USAF and GAF expressed in the purpose
and need section of the USAF’s Proposed Expansion of
GAF Operations at Holloman AFB, New Mexico, Final EIS,
dated April 1998. As stated in the LEIS Section 1.5.3, Other
Environmental Analyses and Decisions Relevant to the
Action, the USAF EIS was incorporated by reference into
this LEIS. The operational and environmental impacts of the
LEIS Alternatives 3 through 6 may be found in the resource
area discussions in Chapter 4 of the LEIS.

65. While the Army’s principal requirement for McGregor Range
is to support Air Defense Artillery (ADA) missile training,
other activities such as the USAF tactical target complex are
discussed throughout the document. Table ES-3 in the
Executive Summary illustrates the capability for training that
requires air-to-ground surface impact areas such as the
Otero Mesa site. This refers to the USAF target complex. As
stated in the LEIS Section 1.5.3, Other Environmental
Analyses and Decisions Relevant to the Action, the USAF
EIS was incorporated by reference into this LEIS. In
general, the tactical target complex is discussed under each
resource evaluation of Alternative 1 in this LEIS. However,
details of the operational and environmental impacts of the
tactical target complex may be found in the USAF document.

Continued on Next Page
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66. This section describes differences in military use for
Alternative 2 from those described for Alternative 1. The
tactical target complex is discussed briefly in Section 4.1.1.2.
Under Section 4.1.2.2, the tactical target complex is
considered one of the potential expanded missions.

67. As stated in the LEIS Section 1.5.3, Other Environmental
Analyses and Decisions Relevant to the Action, the USAF
EIS was incorporated by reference into this LEIS. In general,
the tactical target complex is discussed under each resource
evaluation of Alternative 1 in this LEIS. However, details of
the operational and environmental impacts of the tactical
target complex may be found in the USAF document.

68. Curtailment of the Army’s Patriot training mission as well as
the USAF and GAF training missions (land users of
McGregor Range) would occur under Alternatives 3 through
6. These are addressed under each alternative as direct
impacts. Section 4.1.7 addresses cumulative impacts that
add to these direct impacts from activities other than the
Army missions on McGregor Range. In this context, no
additional impacts are expected to occur.

69. Section 4.2.2, Alternative 2, discusses airspace use and
management under conditions that still allow USAF
construction of the tactical target complex. Section 4.2.3,
Alternative 3, addresses the reduced level of activity from
returning the Otero Mesa to the public domain. Section
4.2.4, Alternative 4, includes a statement that incorporates
the effects of Alternative 3. Section 4.2.5, Alternative 5,
recognizes that while air activity would remain, air-to-ground
activity would cease. Section 4.2.6 recognizes that the
establishment of an NCA could also contain undetermined
changes that affect airspace use and management.

70. The text has been revised as recommended.

71. Mr. William Wuest was not listed as a person contacted in
Section 6.4. Persons Consulted records were reviewed and
additional USAF persons contacted were added as
appropriate.
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Federal Government
White Sands Missile Agency

From: Andreoli, Robert
Sent: Wednesday, February 10, 1999 7:46 AM

To:

ViietA

Subject: FW: Response to MeGregor Land Withdrawal LEIS

Andy- This is our only comment. Bob

1.

Reference: MCGREGOR RANGE, NEW MEXICO LAND WITHDRAWAL RENEWAL
LEGISLATIVE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT (LEIS); Section 4.13, Safety;
Subparagraph 4.13.1 Alternative 1; Second paragraph page 4.13-2.

With regard to the statement made, Reference paragraph 1above, the need to comment on
the ATACMS firing, from Ft. Wingate, NM is pertinent with regard to establishing an
ATAGMS impact area on McGregor Range, NM. However, since WSMR is the lead range
for conducting ATACMS firings from Ft. Winagte, NM, and has the responsibility for
ensuring the safety of the public for overflights from Ft. Wingate, NM , your comment
regarding major safety concerns, is inappropriate and irrelevant . To quote from the
Reference paragraph 1 above " One initiative by WSMR with the potential to create major
safety concerns, involves the proposal to launch an ATACMS from Fort Wingate, New
Mexico, to impact on McGregor Range.” ATACMS firings from Ft. Wingate, NM were
addressed in the WSMR Extended Range EIS and approved by a Record of
Decision(ROD), 1994. ATACMS safety issuies were appropriately addressed in this EIS,
and since, ATACMS has safely and successfully conducted firings from Ft. Wingate, NM
onto WSMR. Please note that the WSMR Extended Range EIS ROD, ATACMS safety
approval, and safe conduct of an ATACMS firing from Ft. Wingate, NM, all occurred prior to
the publication of your LEIS.

72. The existing text has been replaced with the following text.
“An initiative by WSMR with safety implications involves the
proposal to launch an ATACMS from Fort Wingate, New
Mexico, to impact on McGregor Range. WSMR currently
conducts such launches that terminate in impact areas on
WSMR. The safety implications of these activities were
assessed in the Theater Missile Defense Extended Test
Range EIS completed in November 1994. When the launch
occurs, coordination is effected with the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), landowners potentially impacted are
notified, and some residents are evacuated.”
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Pueblo of San Juan de Guadalupe
P.0, Box 16243
Yag Cruces, Hew Mexdco 82004

26 Jarwary 1999

vicki Hamilton

U.5. Army Air Defense Artillery Center & Fort Bliss,
Directorate of the Environment,

Attn; ATZC-DOE-C (PEIS)

Building 516 B, Pleasonton Read,

Fort Bliss, Texas 79916-6812

BE: (A), Fort Bliss Mission & Master Plan, Programmatic Envirommental
Impact Statement (DRAFT)

Dr, Andrew Vliet, DPhil

Program Manager, McGregor Rerewal

U.5. Army Air Defense Artillery Center & Fort Rliss
Attn: P,0, Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

RE: (B). McGregor Range, New Mexico, Land Withdrawal Renewal,
Legislative Environmental Impact Statement {DRAFT)

ENCLOSURES: (a). Bureau of Indian Affairs Acknowledgement cases

{b), Cultural/Historical Assessment of the Piro/Manso/Tiwa Tribe
by Nick Houser, Cultural Anthropologist

Dear Ms Hamilton and Dr, Vliet:
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The Piro/Manso/Tiwa Indian Tribe, Pueblo of San Juan de Guadalupe,
P.0. Box 16243, Las Cruces, New Mexico 88004, hercby submits written comments
to reference (A) and (B) Draft Environmental Tmpact Statements.

Where applicable, the Tribe expresses a common comment by referencing the
appropriate section and/or paragraph of the applicable EIS document(s).
Please note that the Tribal comments are limited only to the "DRAFT" EIS
documents that have been submitted to the Tribe for review. All other
documentation referenced in the EIS documents were not provided with the
"IRAFT" Reports.

Piro/Manso/Tiwa Indian Tribe comments:

A. Fort Bliss EIS, 4.9 Cultural Resources, and
McGregor EIS, 3.9 Cultural Resources

For the record, the Piro/Manso/Tiwa Indian Tribe, submits the following
commentary to correct and update EIS deficiences and cmissions of the Cultural
history and affiliation of this Tribe in New Mexico, Texas and the El Paso
del norte geographical land areas.

1. The Piro/Manso/Tiwa Indian Tribe, Pusblo of San Juan de Guadalupe officially
filed a Petition for Federal Recognition with the Bureau of Indian Affairs
in January 1, 1992. The Petition of the Tribe is under ready consideration
by the Bureau and the Tribe is listed as number 8 on a Ready Status.{ see
enclosure (a) }.

The people of the Piro/Manso/Tiwa Indian Tribe, Pueblo of San Juan de
Guadalupe, Las Cruces, New Mexico are lineal descendants of the Piro Pueblcs
of Abo, alamille, Gran Quivira, Quaral, Senmecu, Socorro and Tajique of the

Salinas Pueblos of central New Mexico, Senecu del Sur and Socorro del Sur of the
El Paso del Norte areas. Also, the Tribe is comprised of descendants from the
Tiwa Pueblos of Isleta, New Mexico and Ysleta del Sur, Texas. In addition,
the Tribe is comprised of descendants of the Manso (Athapaskan) Indians, who
were the aboriginal inhabitants of the Mesilla Valley of southern New Mexico
and who occupied the geographical areas from the Mimbres Valley to the
Guadalupe mountains of Texas and into northern Mexico as encountered by the
Spanish Explorer Coronado in 1540. The Organ Mountains are identified as the
MANSO MOUNTATNS in earlier Spanish gecgraphical maps and documents. The
Manso people and descendants have used the Franklin and Organ Mountain ranges
for sacred worship, Further, the Tribe claims cfficial cultural affiliation
to the Mimbres-Mogollon cultures and the Jornada-Mogollon cultures of which
archaeological sites and burial grounds are evident in the Fort Bliss/McGregor/
White Sands/Eclloman AFB Military complexes and National Park Service grounds.
Pursuant to Public Law 101-601, MNative American Graves Protection and
Tepatriation Act, (NAGPRA), the Tribe has filed claims of Cultural affiliation
on the Human remain and associated funerary objects with; (1) Salinas Pueblo
Missions National Momment, (2) Carlsbad Caverns Natiocnal Park, (3) Guadalupe

Mountains National Park, (4} White Sands Naticnal Monument, (5) Gila Cliff
Dwellings National Monument, (6) Chamisal Mational Memorial, (7) San Diego
Museum of Man, (8) Cibola National Forest and the same is applicable to Fort
Bliss and McGregor.
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The Tribe utilizes certain mountain sites inconjunction with permits from the
Bureau of Land Management and other Federal jurisdictions. Also, the Tribe for
ceramonial and religious uses obtains permits for use of plants, minerals and
vegetation for seasonal religious and traditicnal Native American cbservances.

The Tribe requests that the two EIS documents be amended to reflect the
Cultural affiliation of the Tribe to Fort Bliss and the McGregor Range. Further,
the Tribe would appreciate copies of the inventories of Human remains and
associated funerary objects and Archeaclogical studies. As a supplement to our
coments, the Tribe submits enclesure (b), a Cultural/Historical Assessment of
the Piro/Manso/Tiwa Indian Tribe by Mick Houser, Cultural Anthropclogist.

1 . VOLUME II, FORT BLISS EIS APPENDIX D, APPENDIX R., McGREGOR TARLE 1,56-1.

(uestion: Upon reading both EIS's. and in particular concerning
Archaeological, CQultural and Historical Resources, the REPORTS
make references to consultation with Native Anerican Tribes, however
the 2ppendix does not contain any Memorandums of Agreements {(MOA) or
Memorandims of Understanding (MOU) with any Wative American Tribes??

MeGregor EIS 3.9.4.2, pages 3.89-6,3.9-7 reflect the various Federal
Acts, hut how are they implemented without MOAs or MOUs with the
applicable Tribes??

2. VOLUME II, FGRT BLISS EIS, APPENDIX B., 4,7 WATER RESOURCES

QUESTICN: RE; B.3.7 and 4.7 Water Resources. In Isleta Pueblc V.
City of Albuquerque, certain purity standards of the Safe Drinking
Water Act were adjudicated by the 9th Circuit Court. Is Fort Bliss,
Megregor and other city entities pumping and/or discharging water
into the acquifers and River basin effected by these standards??

The Tribe wishes to thank Fort Bliss and McGregor for affording us the
opportunity to comment on the DRAFT Envircnmental Impact Statements,

Pursuant to Public Law 101-601 Native American Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act (MAGPRA), the Tribe claims cultural affiliation to the
Fort Bliss and McGregor Ranges and requests bi-lateral cultural consultation
on MAGPRA issues.

Tf additional information is required, please contact the Piro/Manso/Tiwa

Indian Tribal Office, P.0. Box 16243, Las Cruces, MNew Mexico 88004,
telephone (505)271-5012 or (505)647-5372,

Sincerely,

For the Piro/Manso/Tiwa Indian Tribe:

LouG.s RoyWrn;:/}

73. Section 3.9.3.4 was revised to include the following. “None
of the inventories conducted to date have identified Piro-
Manso-Tiwa human remains or associated funerary objects.”

74. Federal agency consultation with Native American tribes
occurs under the auspice of the Executive Memorandum (29
April 1994) entitled, “Government-to-Government Relations
with Native American Tribal Governments”. Under this
guidance, it is not necessary to have an existing
Memorandum of Agreement (MOA), MOU, or other
agreement document in place between the federal agency
and the Native American tribe. However, MOUs are in
development with the federally recognized tribes in the area.

75. Federal acts requiring consultation with Native American
tribes are implemented through the NEPA process and U.S.
Army Regulations (Department of the Army [DA] Pamphlet
200-4), which reference the federal acts and require
compliance with those acts.

Native American tribes may also participate in consultation
through the avenues of public scoping and public comment.

76. The Army has no discharging facilities on McGregor Range.
The Army facilities at Fort Bliss do not pump/and or
discharge water into aquifers and river basins affected by
the adjudicated standards.
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Enclosure: (a}
Friday, Qctober 16, 1898 http:/fwww.doi.gav/bias0s1 7stat.htm

-- Biloxi, Chitimacha Confederation of Muskogees, Inc. (#56a) (Withdrew from the United Houma Nation,
Inc, 9/6/93; responding to same Proposed Finding; comment period closed 5/12/1997)

- Point Au Chien Indian Tribe (#56b) (Withdrew from the United Hourna Nation, Inc, 7/22/1996;
responding to same Proposed finding; comment period closed [ 1/6/97}

Final Determination Pending - 5

17616 United Houma Nation, Inc., LA (#56) (Active 5/20/91; proposed negative finding pub'd 12/22/94,
comment period closed 11/13/96; respn to 3rd-party comments recv'd 2/4/97)

165 Yuchi Tribal Organization, QK (#121) (complete 4/23/93; proposed negative finding pub'd 10/24/95;
comment period closed 4/22/96; comment period extended to 11/29/96; petitioner's respn to comments 5/5/97)

140 Match-E-Be-Nash-She-Wish Band of Pottawatomi Indians of MI (formerly, Gua Lake Village Band...)
(#9a) (Active 12/24/96; proposed positive finding pub'd 7/16/97; comment pericd closed 1/12/98; 60 day
period for petitioner to respond to third party comments period closed 3/13/98)

1517 Cowlitz Tribe of Indians, WA (#16) (Active 7/11/95; proposed positive finding pub'd 2/12/97; comment
period closed 8/11/97, comment pertod extended to 11/17/97; 60 day period for petitioner to respond to
third-party comments closed 1/16/98)

356 Duwamish Indian Tribe, WA (#23) (Active 5/1/92; proposed negative finding pub'd 6/28/96; comment
period extended to 7/25/97; comment period extended to 12/22/97, comment period extended to 1/21/98; reply
period closed 3/23/98)

Petitioner Commenting on Proposed Finding - 2

8§36 Snohomish Tribe of Indians, WA (#12) (Active 1/7/81; proposed negative finding pub'd 4/11/83; edited
staff notes provided 3/25/91; comment period reopened 12/1/91, extended indefinitely at petitioner's request
pending resolution of Sumish litigation; comment period reopened; comment peried closed 4/12/98; comment
period extended to

9E198)
1,566 Chinook Indian Tribe/Chinook Nation, WA (#57) (Active 1/28/94; proposed negative finding pub'd

8/22/07; comment period closed 12/22/97; comment period extended to 06/15/98; comment period extended to
7/30/98)

PETITIONS UNDER CONSIDERATION WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT OF THE
INTERIOR
(as of June 17, 1998, continued)
READY STATUS

Ready, Waiting for Active Consideration - 12

Petitioners have correcied deficiencies and/or stated their petition should be considered "ready” for active
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Friday, Cctaber 18, 1398 hittp:/fwww doi.gowbia/0B17 stat.ntm

consideration. Priority among "ready' petitions is based on the date the petition is determined
"ready" by the Branch of Acknowledgment and Research (BAR).

Ready DateName of Petitioner

10/26/95 Burt Lake Band of Ottawa and Chippewa Indians, Inc., MI (#101} (09/12/1983; doc'n recv'd
9/40/95; TA ltr 4/5/93; respn 10/26/95; complete)

1/17/96 St, Francis/Sokoki Band of Abenakis of VT (#68) (OD Itr 6/14/83; "ready" 8/1/86; petitioner says "not
ready” 9/18/90; complete 1/17/96)

2/12/96 Juaneno Band of Mission Indians, CA (#84a) (doc'n recv'd 2/24/88; OD ltr 1/25/90; respn recv'd
9/24/93, complete; removed from "ready" list G5/19/95; respn recv'd 9/28/95)

2/14/96 Mashpee Wampanoag, MA (#15) (doc'n recy'd 8/16/9C; OD lir 7/30/91; respn recv'd 1/24/96; ready
2/14/96)

2/28/96 Brothertown Indians of Wisconsin, WI(#67) (4/15/80; doc'n recv'd 2/13/96; ready 2/28/96)

5/23/96 Juaneno Band of Mission [ndians, CA (#84b) (withdrew from #84a 12/17/94; formal letter of intent
3/8/96; doc'n recv'd 3/8/96; TA ltr 5/15/96; respn recv'd 5/23/96)

7/30/96 Tolowa Nation, CA (#85) (1/31/83, doc'n recv'd 5/12/86; OD ltr 4/6/88; respn recv'd 8/22/95 and
11/22/95; limited TA Itr 5/16/96; respn recv'd 7/30/56)

5/29/97 Piro/Manso/Tiwa Indian Tribe of the Pueblo of San Juan de Guadalupe (formerly Tiwa Indian Tribe),
NM (#5) (1/18/71; doc'n recv'd 3/24/92; OD ltr 8/25/93; respn recv'd 1/10/97)

6/2/97 Schaghticoke Indian Tribe, CT (#79) (12/14/81; doc'n recv'd 12/7/94; TA ltr 6/5/95; respn recv'd
4/16/1997)

10/6/97 Meherrin Tribe, NC (#119b); partial doc'n recv'd 9/11/95; TA ltr 3/15/96; respn recv'd 8/22/97)

1/16/98 Scuthern Sierra Miwuk Nation (#32) (formerly American Indian Council of Mariposa County aka
Yosemite), CA {4/24/82; doc'n recv'd 4/19/84; OD ltr 5/1/85; respn 12/12/86; 2nd OD Itr 4/11/88; respn
1/26/95; respn 1/16/98)

3/26/98 Muwekma Indian Tribe, CA [formerly Ohlone/Coastanoan Muwekma Tribe] (#111) (5/9/89; doc'n
recv'd LO/1/95; BIA letter re: previous recognition 5/24/96; TA Itr 10/10/96; respo recv'd 111/14/96 and
3/28/97; TA ltr 6/30/97; partial respn recv'd 1/16/98; add'l doc'n recv'd 6/10/98)

IN POST-FINAL DECISION APPEAL PROCESS

In Post-Final Deecision Appeal Process - 3

Before the Interior Board of Indian Appeals (IBIA) - 3

82 Golden Hill Paugussett Tribe, CT (#81) (negative final determination pub'd 9/26/96; eff 12/26/96;
petitioner requested reconsideration from IBIA 12/26/96; decision affirmed by IBIA subject to supplemental
proceeding 6/10/98)

313 Snoqualmie Indian Tribe, WA (#20) (positive final determination pub'd 8/29/97; eff. 11/28/97; Tulalip
Tribes requested reconsideration from IBIA 11/26/97)

c4000 MOWA Band of Choctaw, AL (#86) (negative {inal determination pub'd 12/24/97; eff 3/24/98,;
petitioner requested reconsideration from IBIA 3/23/98)
PETITIONS RESOLVED
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Enclosure: (b}

Te: Mr. Andrew J. Royhal
Coordinator, Piro Manso Tiwa Indian Tribe (Las Cruces, New Mexico)
Sabject: Cultural/Historical Assessment of the PMT Indian Tribe
From: Mick Houser, Rescarch Consul Cultural Anthropelogisi/Historian
Date: January 24,1996
Dear Mr. Royhal;
Tt is 2 pl to serve as 3 jant 10 the PMT and coordinate ouy research activites wilh the Tribal

Council and with Dr. Howard Campbel] (UTEP). 1 hereby provide a stalement which is an assessment conceming
the cultiirat and historical rejationship of the PMT as 2 distinet Native Arperican Tribe and the ancestral relationships
to other Indian communities of Southern New Mezico and the E] Paso District (particularly Ysicta, Senecit and E1
Paso del Norte).

1 have reviewed much of the documentary materials which you and other tribal members have developed

as well as thosc by comtract 1t ¥ am imp d with the depth of research and the analysis and
imerpreaation. Thave pted 10 zugment infi jon from my as Y only in those arcas where
T have additional knowledge and can contribute to youe h endeavors, For ple, 1 have introduca! you

and Mr., Campbell to Natividad Camargo, the late Manso descondant of Saa Loremeo (Cd. Judrez, Mezxica). | have
2is0 included addivonal references 1o the Mansos of the Bl Paso and (e Piros of Seneed del Sur {Cd. Juinz). 1
am also aware of the hisiorical interactions and refationchips between Ysieta Pueblo and the Iodians of the Las
Cruces area (i.e., PMT).

FPlease find enclosed a (1) "Chronology of Significant Events - Piro, Manso, Tiwa"; (2) "Manso Research
Bibiiography” (carphasis upon the Manso ancestry of the PMT); (3) 1784 Ysleta Census; (4) 1784 Senecti Census;
(3} 1787 Ysleta Census; (6) 1787 Socorro Census: (7) 1787 Senecd Census: (8) 1792 Yslela Baplisms; and (9) 1841
Ysleta and Senemd Tribal Leaders List. 1 have other consus materials which are not included but T helieve your files
may contain that information. I read the well researched report by Reynolds and Tayior and realized that some of
the surnames that peraic 10 PMT Indians were not traced to Senecit or Ysleta. Many of these Indian surnames are
dbvious Manso Indian aames and arc meatoned in the archival reports and pestain 1o the puchlos of Chamizal, San
José, Barrial, Alamo Grande, San Lorenzo and Pueblito,

1 have an exiensive background in cultural anthropology and history, particularly refated 10 tbe Pire, Manso
and Tigua Indians of the El Paso arca. ] have devoted more than 6 years of concentrated study of these groups and
bave been involved in this research, {rom time to timc, since 1966, I have 1 BA in History, MA in Auntbropology
and a MPH in Health Education. I have worked with Native American communities in the United States and Latin
America for over 20 years.

T wrote 2 chapter in the Handbook of North American Indians (Volume 9) published by the Smithsonian
Institution which coucerned the Tigua Indians of Ysleta del Sur Pusblo (8 Paso, Texas) but aleo mentioned the Piro
and Manso relationships as well as the Indian community of Tortugas (Las Crices, New México). | bave offered
my testimony as an cxpent witness before the US Seate (Indian Affairs Commities) as well as before the State
Legislative Committoe (Avstin, Texas). [ have worked on several claims cases (Ysleta del Sur, and Tonto Apache).
1 have more than 25 years of experience working with Indian communities in the American Southwest (primarily
Arizona, Texas, Nevada, Utah, New Mexico and California),

1 bave been engaged in research in the Ciudad Juarcs arez and worked with the descendants of the Mang
a0d Piro Indians in that vicinily - La Colonia Saa José (Mansc) and Senect del Sur (Piro). I have 2n exteasive
experieacs in working with Spanish and English documents {deed records, reports, civil and church records) and
an a cultural aathropologist have conducted research throughout the El Paso, Cd. Juarez and Las Cruces ancas.

1

Copyright © 1826 by Turtle River Nasion Ine.
Al Rights reserved. No part of thig work
may be reproduced or eopisd in any form.
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1 believe that | am well qualified as cultural anthropologist and historian, who has been involved in
cxtonsive ressarch in this region, to comment on the Manso Tiwa Tribs (PMT). They are the only tribal entity that
formally recognizes (as their name implies) Lheir tribal ancestry 10 the primary indigenous peoples of this region -
the Manso, the Piro and the Tigua. They represent not only the survivors or descendanis of these groups but 2
living legacy that today still is vital and alive and practices the age old traditions of the three groups. This is
uplike, the descendants in Cd. Juarez who acknowledge their Piro and Manso heritage but have lost their cultaral
identity and tribal government and no longer can be idered as Native Ameri

1 believe that the PMT ancestry to the Las Cruces area predates the period of contact with nen-Endians,
The Las Cruces region was Manso aboriginal territory which extended from Presidio, Texas north to the Gila River
in Mew Mexico. The PMT are 2 Native American tribal group whe have coalesced from three major triba groups
in order to survive. This was not a merging of tribes but was 2 gradual process of intermarriage between local tritwl
groups. Even the Tigua of Ysleta del Sur reflect this intermarmiage patiern although they bave retained their Tigua
identity. This continuity of identity and tribal character hes survived despite mpeated attacks 1o destroy this identity
that is docm.\mted lhmugh over a period l'ullr bundred years. Thesc atiacks have taken on many forms that include

the followi ion of tribal lands, cafercement by law which denied the right to
practice nauvc religion, war and xmlmry actions against the native people, stavery, forced laborand peonage, foread
removal from homelands, denial of traditional and subjugation to alien d (epidemi The PMT

THE

have also Suma aneestry, afthough less pronounced.

The cultural identity of 1he PMT is obvious 10 any competent social scientist or historian. Commencing
with my first visit to the Las Cruces area in 1966, T becamne aware that there were two distinct groups who
considered themselves "Indians” and that a split was oceurring between these two peoples. The first group were
aften called the "The Tigua” and possessed an ancestry that included not only the Tigua (of Ysleta del Sur Pusblo)
but the Piro of Seneci del Sur and Manses of Cd. Juanez. In Cd. Juarez I found families (as well as documents and
photopraphs) of Mansas and Piros who were related to the PMT of Las Cruces, Now Mexico, 1 also witnessed the
intcraction between the PMT families and those of the Tigua of Ysleta det Sur Pueble. This interaction involved
common cultural and family associations and involvement in tribal and religious obscrvances at either location.
Tigua oral history ioned relocaiion of family bers to Las Cruces and the acquisition of almagre mineral
face: paint pigment from the Las Crutes poople.

I have examined the PMT genealogical records which clearly demonstrate the tribal ancestry to the Manso,
Tigea and Piro groups of the B Paso district. In fact, ] have submitted newly discovered inlormation concerning
PMT history (several the Judrez archives that contain names of tribal members from the Piro Pucblo of Seneci and
the Manso barrios of Barrial and San Jos€). I have also introduced PMT bers 10 Manso d dants in Cd.
Judrez.

The PMT are a Native American tribal entity who have genealogical and cuitural roots Lo the three base
cultures. The PMT arc an active tribe that represeats a long historical tradition of self governance that has been
recognized by the US Government (BIA Indian School, Indian Scouts for the US Anmy), State of New Mexico (New
Mexico militia), and the governments of Mexico (tribel lands and rights) and Spain {iribal fands and rights). This
legacy is expressed in the lribel government, community and family life and in cercmouial and religious
observances. The tenacious cultural strength of e PMT is the major factor in their survival as a viable Native
American tribe.
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The Organ Mountains in Spanish limes were referred 10 as Sietra do Jos Mansos. Spanish records mention
tbat Manso inhabiting 1be Las Cruces region, especially the Organ M i On several 1ons, Spanish
government officials entered that region to parley for peace with the Mansos or conducied war expisditions 1o
annihilate the Mansos. The Piro and Tigtm ancestry of the PMT is also derived from the Saline Pueblos east of
Socorro, New Mexica. This is 3 shared ancestry with e people of Ysleta del Sur. The Federal Government {Park
Service) has recognized this ancestry as evidence in the re-intemment of hurman remains that were stored at the
Arizona Staie Unjversity (Tempe). The Saline Pueblos wers abandoned during the 1670°s as result of continued
drought and depredations by hostile Indian groups.

The Mansos were the original Indian group in the El Paso arca. The Piro and Tigua arived with the 1680
Pucbio Revoll as refugess (some arrived by force and other volunlarily). There were already (in 1659) some Piro
families in the Manso settlement at the Pass of the North who provided assistance to the first franciscan missionary,
Fray Gartfa de San Frascisco y Zufiiga. There were some Pueblo Indians from New Mexico (Tiwas, Pirs, Tanos.
Tewas) living at Bl Paso del Norte, prior to the Pucblo Revelt. Al this carly time (1659-1680), this wis
intermarriage between the Mansos and other Pueblo Indian peoples.

The PMT represent arc Pucblo Indian. It is well documeated that the Tigua and Piro were Pucblo Indian,
Also, the evidence is over whelming that the Manso were Pueblo Indian as well. Mexican and American reconds
refer to the Manso as Pucbic Indians. This was alse lished by Adolph Bandelier who visited ihe Las Cruces
and E] Paso del Norte regions (Cd. Judrez) and noted the cultural commonalities of the Mants with the Pucblo
Indians of Now Mexico. These associations ipcluded clans and tribal government,

The first recorded land transaction in the EF Paso area involved the purchase of a tract of land near the
Manso mission ¢f Nuestra Sejiors de Guzdalupe from the Manso Indians by the Spanish government (Governor
Aatenio Oterm(n) in order to cstablish the beadquarters of (he g of the provinee of New Metico. The
original mission buill by the Manso Indians still stands today (the only E) Pase Mission intact} and the old civil
building behind the church stapds on the land which the governor purchased from the Iodians.

Despile the alrocilies committed by the Spanish Government on the Manso, Tigua and Piro peopies, that
government was more tolerant and protected Indian rights (especially land) than did the Mexican and American
governments. In fact, the three groups maintained their sovercignty and land during the two hundred year period
of Spanish rule.

The doess of (he ins is among Pueblo Indians (and other Native Americans). This
loog tradition among the PMT is evidenced in the historical record permaining to the Las Cruces area (Organ
Mountains) 2nd among the Tigua, Piro and Manso pucblos of the B Paso district. T have included old newspaper
references 1o the Manso and their ceremonics that related to Cerro de la Bola (Judrez Mountzins). The Manso
Indiaps of El Paso del Norte made: frequent pil grimages to the ins and the historical record demonstrates that
these zctivities invoived other feasts in addition to the Guadzlupe Feast Day. In fact, Mexican authoritics attemptod
10 lerminate these mountain vigils by force.

The patron of the Manso Mission i El Paso del Norie was Old Lady of Guadatupe. This recognition
d with (ke establish of Tortugas who has the same patron. PMT members traditionally have shrines
to Guadalupe in their homes and the main feast was beld in mid december on Guadlaupe Day (Dec. 12).

1 cenaiply coneyr with the analysis of Dr. Howard Campbell concerning modern PMT eultural Jife and
community interaction which is very viable and is n P ive of a loog lradition that has exisied in the Las
Cruces area for some one hundred years and can be traced 10 its Piro, Maoso and Tiwa antecedents. 1 have attended
Iwo Lribal meetings and bave obscrved the sei goverament process and the spirituafily and sense of community thai
characlerizes cach gatbering. The latier involves prayer, cleansing and reverence for mother carth,

Evidence of ibal government and ¢ ity L ion js well d d from the 1950’5 10 the present (oral
bistory, newspaper articles, tribal minutes aod documents and graphically recorded family photograph albums),

3
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Piro-Manso-Tiwa Indian Tribe

“The Piro Manso Tigua Tribe arc as the name implies are descendants from the Piro (mainly Seneci de) Sur
in Cd. Judrez, Mexico), Manso (El Paso del Norte or modern day Cd, Judrez, Mexico, and the Las Cruces region
of New Mexico) and the Tigua (Ysicta del Sur, Texas). The PMT also acknewledge 10 be descendants of the Tigua
and Tompiro Indians of the Gran Quivira or Saline Pucblos to the northeast. In this sonse, so are the Tigua of
Yaleta del Sur Pueblo of whom the PMT are also related. The Tigua Safine ancesiry is primarily from Quari Pueblo
and the Piro {or Tompiro} s from Abo Pueblo.

The PMT bave iegitimate claim to the territory in southem New Mexico, espesially within the Las Cruces
area and Organ M ins, which is d d in the historical and anthropolagical literatere, This claim is
through the Manso indians who traditionally occupied the riverain region and adjacent plains and mountains from
southern New Mexico to Presidio, Texas. The Organ Mountains were historically (in the Spanish pexiod) known
as Lhe Sierra de los Manses. Their claim to the Las Cruces area is logical and it is possible that the Manso bands
may have continually hunted and gathered in this region, and from Gime to time lived in this region during the
period from 1659 (founding of £1 Paso de! Nerte and the Manso Mission of Nussta Sciora de Guadalupe). It is
likely, that during periods of threat from bostile Indians {Apaches and C hes), the Manso 110 the E
Paso del Norte area,

The ancient tradition of lighting fires on the mountains in mid December is from the Manso Indians of El
Paso del Norte. This tradition is well established in the historical literature. It may originate from the lighting of
fires o the night of the feast of Guadalwpe and is documented in the bistorical literature concerning Tortegas Pusblo
in Las Cruces. This practice appears 1o originate from (he mid-winter solstice as celebrated by the PMT.

The PMT arc the coly Native American group that formally recognize their Piro, Manso ang Tigea
heritage. In this sense, they are survivors of the Manso and Piro who are now extinct as a tribal entity. Their
histeric association with the Virgin of Guadalupe is from the Manso Indians of E] Paso del Norte.

It is this researcher’s opinion, based on the historicl record and from oral history, that the Manso practiced
some agriculture but relied heavily on a hunting and gathering economy and exploited the Rfo Grande area from
Presidio 1o southern New Mexico and may have extended as far north as the Gila River. At the time of contact with
the White Man, culturally, they were probably Puebio Indians but oo longer lived in sedentary pueblos as did their
relatives to the North (Piro and Tigw indians).

1 wish to thank the PMT Indian Tribe for their cooperation and interest in supporting my research and
collaboration with Dr. Campbell,

It T=]
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: Written Comment Sheet
McGregor Range Land Withdrawal Renewal
Draft Legislative Environmental Impact Statement
Thank you for your input
PLEASE PRINT DATE _ January 1599
Tribal letter comments enclosed.
Louis Rovbal, Governor, Pirc/Manso/Tiwa Tndian Tribe, Pueblo of San Juan de Guadalupe

NAME:

ADDRESS:  PeD. Tox 16243

CITY: Las Cruces,

STATE, 2IP CODE New Mexico 88004

PHONE NUMBER_ { 503 ) 647-5372

Area Code
!
‘glﬂem check if you would like to receive a copy of the Final LELS (Phone Number Required for Federal Express Delivery)
Please Hand This Form In or Mail BEFORE FEBRUARY 5, 199%
Dr. Andy Vilet, Program Manager
U.8. Army Air Defense Artillery Center and Fort Bliss
ATTN: ATZC-CSA (LEIS Comiments)
P.0. Box 6020
Fort Bliss, Texas 79906
Email: megregor@emh 10.bliss.army.mil
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77

State Government

State of New Mexico Environment Department

State of New Mexico
ENVIRONMENT DEPARTMENT
Harold Runnels Building v
1190 St. Francis Drive, P.O. Box 26110

Telephone (505) 827-2855 .
Fax (505} 827-2836 81 Y

GARY E. JOHNSON
CGFOVERNOR

Secretary

January 26, 1999

Dr. Andrew Viiet, Program Manager

McGregor Renewal

U.S. Army Air Defense Artilery Center and Fort Bliss
P.0. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet:

RE: MCGREGOR RANGE, NEW MEXICO LAND WITHDRAWAL RENEWAL DRAFT
LEGISLATIVE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT; UNITED STATES ARMY,
OCTOBER 1998.

This transmits New Mexico Environment Depastment (NMED) staff comments concerning the
above-referenced Draft Legislative Environmental Impact Statement (DLE1S).

WATER QUALITY

Many activities described in this DLEIS meet the definition of industrial activity as defined by the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency {USEPA). USEPA requires National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES) permit coverage for all storm water discharges associated with
industrial activity from these sites. Among other things, this permit requires that a Storm Water
Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) be prepared for each site and that appropriate Best
Management Practices (BMPS) be instalted and maintained until all storm water discharges
associated with industrial activity are eliminated, and the sites are finally siabilized by
vegetation, or equivalent stabilization measures have been employed.

AIR QUALITY

The project i in an area that is currently in attainment for all National Ambient Air Quality
Standards (NAAQS). During potential road upgrades and improvements, care should be taken
to minimize clust emissions. Emissions during fraining activities are expected to be short term
and spread over a large area. These emissions would largely come from mobile sources. The
DLEIS determines that emissions would be widely dispersed and would not cause a significant
impact.

\
N
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87502-6110 »

PETER MAGGIORE

77. To date, Fort Bliss has not identified any discharges into

arroyo-riparian drainages, nor to unclassified ftributaries,
which might drain into playa lakes. Storm water Best
Management Practices (BMPs) have been and continue to
be implemented at all Fort Bliss facilities, including the ten
Fort Bliss industrial facilities, which occur in New Mexico.
These BMPs will preclude storm water impacts, and are
described in the Fort Bliss Storm Water Pollution Prevention
Plan. Fort Bliss continues to monitor storm water discharges
from its industrial areas, and is pursuing the development
and execution of various storm water-related projects.
These actions demonstrate that Fort Bliss has resolved to
comply with the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
Storm Water regulations.
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79

State Government

State of New Mexico Environment Department

Dr. Andrew Vliet
January 26, 1998
Page 2

Govemment military activities such as those described in the DLEIS are generally exempt from
permitting requirements in the State of New Mexico, “to the exignt that such activities: a. Do not
result in visible emissions entering publicly accessible areas; and b. Are not subject to a NSPS
or NESHAP" [20 NMAC 2.72.202.A.5]. NSPS is a New Source Performance $tandard;
NESHAP means National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants. The Army shouid
ascertain that these activities are indeed exempt from state permitting requirements.

HAZARDOUS/RADICAGTIVE MATERIALS

The Department's Hazardous and Radioactive Material Bureau (HRMB) currently regulates the
disposal and environmental remediation of five (5) locals within McGregor Range. They include
the foliowing:

MeGragor “Rubble Pit” {Landiill No. 13)

McGregor Range Oxidation Pond

McGregor Camp Fire Training Arga

McGregor Range former Drum Storage Area
McGregor Range Open Detonation unit

{Permitted for Hazardous Waste Treatment Disposal)

M@=~

We should note that any alternative use of these properties will require coordination with the
HRMB.

We appreciate the opportunity to review this document, please let us know if you have any
questions on the above.

Sincerely,

Gedi Gibas, Ph.D.
Environmental Impdet Review Coordinator

NMED File No. 1218ER

78.

79.

The text in Section 3.6.3 has been modified to point out the
Army’s on-going program to evaluate each activity for
compliance with New Source Performance Standards
(NSPS) and National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air
Pollutants (NESHAP).

The text has been revised to include a discussion of the New
Mexico Environmental Department (NMED), Hazardous and
Radioactive Material Bureau (HRMB) regulated sites and to
note that any alternative use of these properties will require
coordination with the HRMB.
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Local Government
Otero County

JSAN 077 RECT

COUNTY OF OTERO

1000 NEW YORK AVENUE, ROOM 101
ALAMOGORDO, NEW MEXICO 88310-8935

Mr. Andy Vliet, Commander

. 8. Amy Air Defense Center

ATTN: ATZ-C-CSA

Ft. Bliss, Texas 79916

Re:  Copy of letter supporting McGregor Range Land Withdrawal
Dear Mr. Viiet:

Enclosed is a copy of one of the letters we sent out in support of the McGregor Range Land
Withdrawal,

If you have any questions or need further information, please call me at (505) 437-7427.

RL.Z/kmd

enciosure (1)
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Local Government
Otero County

1-21-48

10:05am  From=OTERO COUNTY ADMINISTRATICN +5054376542 T-010  P.03/02  F-206

—

¥

<
=]

COUNTY OF OTERO

anary 1006 NEW YORK AVENLUE, ROOM 101
I 7,199 #LAMCGORDO, NEw MEXICO 883110-6935

Chamber of Commerce
Mr. Ed Brabson, President
1301 N. White Sands Blvd.
Alamogordo, NM 88310

Dear Mr. Brahson:

The Board of County Commissioners in Orero County arc making an official statement of
contipued withdrawal of McGre gor iange. with the Anmy’s proposed action, which renews fora
periad of 50 years beginning in 2001, McCregor Range’s boundartes as they are today.

We fislly support the withdrawa for continued military use. Further, we have requesied
cooperating agency status 1o assist in the withdrawal process of such use.

The installations are critical conponasts of aur econony and valuable to naticnal defense. They
are also a viral asset 1o Alamog: rda.

Otero Coumty fully supports Ho loman Air Force Base, Forp Bliss, and White Sands Missile
Range.

BOARD OF COMM [SSIONEES

TIMOTHY MCGINN, Membe:

JudWNIO( Asuodsay pue JuUIWWO)) I[qNJ [EMBIPYIAA PUBT dSuey J10331D)IA



ev-¢

80

81

82

Local Government

Otero County

02-04-08 10:24am F

ron-OTERO COUNTY ADMINISTRATION

—

5054376542 T-078

COUNTY OF OTERO

1100 NEW YORK AVENUE, ROOM 101
ALLMOGO AP0, NEW MEXICO BE310-6935

February 4, 1995

Pr. Andrew Vliet, Dphil
Program Manager-McGregor Ren :wal

P.0. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79916

Re: McGregor Range Lam!t Withdrawal
Legislarive Fnvironme ptal Impact Statement

Dear Dr. Vilet:

p.02/0d  F-338

FEB 9 - HECH

Previously, the Board of Conaty (Comunissioness bave written and cxprosscd our preference for
Option I as sct forth in the above efer:nced document. Nevertheless, we would like to express
the following addirional commems:

1

!d

We are concerned hat the document does nor adequaiely
recognize or asses: the imypacis on potential Private Property
Rigins that may exist in the area. As you ave aware, at least one
Federal Court has ecoguized Praperty Rights in penmits, water
rights, and improv ;ments put on rangelands by various permittees.

The leng-term use and practices that have sustained cartle growers
and other land use 8 on the Range should be explicitly recognized

and provided for i the Legislution that implements the Withdrawal.

The processes that have resulted in this document as well as a
number of other p anning sffoxts by the military estabhshment,
the BLM, Forest £ ervie and other Federal agencics have heen
fragmented to dau .

80.

81.

82.

Section 3.7.1 summarizes the surface water rights as
described in the McGregor Range Water Requirements and
Resources Assessment dated October 1998. Additional
material from this document to include Table 6-1, Surface
Water Rights Associated with McGregor Range, and the
discussion of groundwater rights was included in the text of
Sections 3.7.1 and 3.7.2 of the final LEIS. This new table
describes 17 surface water rights held by the federal
government, communities, and private individuals and
organizations.

Long-term use and practices that have sustained cattle
growers and other land uses on McGregor Range have
been recognized in the legislation regarding the current
withdrawal (PL 99-606) in that Section 3, Management of
Withdrawn Lands, provides for grazing, protection of wildlife
and wildlife habitat, control of predatory and other animals,
recreation, and the suppression of brush and range fires.
The Act also provides that all nonmilitary uses of withdrawn
land is subject to such conditions and restrictions as
necessary to permit the military use of such lands. The
Army proposal for withdrawn land under each alternative
incorporates the BLM’s McGregor Range RMPA that
resulted from PL 99-606. In this manner, these uses are
explicitly proposed for the forthcoming legislation.

Federal government planning is specific to each department
and as a result, is often unknown to other departments. In
this LEIS, the Army has included as many actions of federal,
state, and local governments, as well as local organizations
as could be identified. Those actions with sufficient
available information were included in the cumulative effects
discussion in Chapter 4 of the LEIS.
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Local Government

Otero County

02-08-90  10:24am  Fror~OTERD COUNTY ADMINISTRATION +5054376542 T-078  P.03/03

Dr. Andrew Vliet, DPhil Page 2

February 4, 1999

An effort should b : mads 16 plan the entire south west arez as a
unified whole so il at lccal citizens can be adequately informed
as to the entirery o “the impacts they are likely to suffer from.
We believe that NI PA requirss such an approach.

3. As co-managers o1 the area, the BLM and military should be very
careful 1o ensure o .ar all staluvory requirements are fulfilled in
planning for the a1 :a especially in determining the effect those
decisions will hav.: on Otero County. The County should be
included in any NI{PA ar FLPMA processes oceurring Iwith 1espect
10 the area, '

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OTERO COUNTY, NEW MEXICO

2 .

Ronny Rardin, Chairman

Timothy D. McGinn, Member ~ ~—

F-338

83.

84.

The Army appreciates Otero County's comment and
considered it during preparation of the final LEIS. It has
become a part of this public comment response document
for congressional review. However, evaluation of the entire
southwest as a whole is beyond the scope of the NEPA
requirement relative to the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal.

The Army appreciates Otero County's involvement in the
environmental analysis process for the renewal of the
McGregor Range military land withdrawal. The Army will
continue to include Otero County in its development of
actions subject to public or agency coordination or review
under NEPA or the Federal Land Policy and Management
Act (FLPMA).
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Private Citizens/Organizations

Prg Briney 20 B
1408 Hhiond Rood
Roswell AM 88201

January 25, 1999

ATTN: ATZC-CSA

Mr. Andrew J. Vliet, DPhil

McGregor Range

Military Lang Withdrawal

U.$. Army Air Defense Artillery Center and Fort Bliss
P.0. Box 6020

Fort Bligs, Texas 79906

Dear Mr. Vliet:
Thank you for this opportunity to respond to the draft LEIS regarding the McGregor Range.

1 opt for alternative number 6 of the draft document which suggests that Culp Canyon be
designared as a wilderness area by the U.S. Congress and the ireplaceable Otero Mesa plus the
foothills of the Sacramentoy be designated as a Netional Conservation areal

The many reasons for the above suggestions have been offered by the BLM, by the Sportsman
from several counties and by the Ranchers wha seem to have an agreement with the Sierra Club!

T comprehend why the U.S. must rent our bases to foreign governments - save US §., but for the
fox telling the hen, “Sit quietly while [ have you for lunch,” is a little mucht

As T understand, the German Air Force refuses to fly on Sundays, also Holloman is close to Bliss
where other German nationals are stationed - thus facilitating a shuttle for those who wish to fly
te Germany,

Previously, | stated that T would like to see the utilization rate data for existing Bombing, Fighter
planes bases, ranges, not only of the Air Farce, but also of the Army, Navy and Marine Corps.

The U.S. Mifitary must recognize that the Population of the US and the world is increasing while
the land mass is not (if it is, it is by incremental amounts).

Therefore, better utilization of existing military areas must be made - Lands such as the Otero
Mesa and surrounding areas must be returned to full public utilization.

Peg Briney
National Director-at-Large
Izagk Walton League of America

JJ /:/ﬁ,v é/’f/?’f////

85. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.

86. Existing and proposed airspace utilization relative to the
Proposed Expansion of GAF Operations at Holloman AFB,
New Mexico, is presented in Chapter 2 of the EIS evaluating
that action. It was prepared by the USAF in April 1998. The
Army utilization rates for the McGregor Range airspace are
described in Section 3.2 of the LEIS.
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Private Citizens/Organizations

WirLiam F. BRivgy, M.D., FA.C.8. COL. AVS (RET)

1406 Highenp Roap » Roswew, New Mzoco 88201
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WiLLiam F. Briney, M.D., FA.C.5.
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87. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the Final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.

88. Your comment was considered during preparation of the
Final LEIS and has become a part of this public comment
response document for congressional review.

89. The Army’s proposed action continues the current public
access and BLM co-management of McGregor Range.

90. The Army employs various planning cycles for different
aspects of its mission. For example, the Army uses a 6-year
programming cycle for operational activities with facility
planning over a 20-year horizon. Doctrinal and equipment
life-cycle planning can extend over a period of 40 years or
more. The proposed 50-year withdrawal period
encompasses each of these periods and enables long-term
national security plans to rely on a stable land resource.

Different (shorter or longer) withdrawal periods would not
substantially change the environmental impacts of a land
allocation decision. Continuing stewardship and compliance
activities would be required regardless of duration. Public
and/or agency participation in ongoing environmental
management activities on McGregor Range is assured
through existing laws, regulations, and policies as listed in
Table 1.6-1. The Army is committed to continuing public
participation under NEPA as major new actions that could
significantly affect the environment are proposed for the
installation. The McGregor Range RMPA, jointly prepared by
the BLM and the Army provides for continuing public
participation. The annual RMP update informs the public of
the progress made in implementing the RMPA. The Army’s
INRMP and ICRMP contain provisions for agency
coordination and revision as necessary every 5 years.

Continued on Next Page
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90. Continued

Together, these regulatory requirements, policies, and
procedures will ensure opportunities for both public and
agency input into the future.
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BURLINGTON
RESOURCES

MID-CONTINENT DIVISION

FEB 1 1 MECR

VIA: E-MAIL
megregor(@emh10.bliss.army.mil

February 4, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet, DPhil

Program Manager, McGregor Renewal

U. S. Atmy Air Defense Artillery Center & Fort Bliss
Attn: PO, Box 6020

Ft. Bliss, Texas 79906

Re: Draft Legislative Environmental Impact Statement
MeGregor Range Land Withdrawal Renewal

Dear Mr. Vliet:

Burlingten Resources Oil & Gas Company (“BR™) appreciates the opportunity to provide
comments on the McGregor Range Land Withdrawal Legislative Environmental Impact
Statement (LELS). We participated in the public scoping via letter dated January 8, 1998,

BR is the largest independent (non-integrated) oil and gas exploration and production company
m the United States in terms of total domestic proved equivalent reserves. Those reserves were
estimated to be equivalent to 8.0 trillion cubic feet of natural gas (TCFE) on December 31, 1998.
We are the lessee of approximately ten- percent of the federal leases held by production and
operate approximately ten percent of all wells located on federal oil and gas leases. BR currently
has interest in the Bennett Ranch Unit, a recent commercial discovery east of McGregor Range
and nominated for leasing over 200,000 acres in Otero County in early 1998. Therefore we are
extremely interested in how oil and gas resources and associated activities will be managed by
this LEIS.

Based upon preliminary geologic understanding of the McGregor Range, BR believes this area to
have potential for oil and gas exploration and production. More subsurface evaluation of this
area, such as seismic activity and/or wildcat drilling, is needed before further conclusive
information can be determined. At a minimum BR believes that the McGregor Range, currently
the areas open for multiple use, should be available for leasing.

The following are issues and concerns that we believe should be considered prior to the
publication of the Final LEIS:

4 As stated in our “scoping” letter, BR secks understanding of why the 271,000 acres,
currently designated for non-military co-use, does not provide for mineral exploration. The
LEIS, Section 3.1.2.2 Nonmilitary Use, states, “about 100,00 acres are open for oil and gas,

B

and geothermal leasing....... *  Moreover, this issue, our question, was not addressed in
Section 1.5.2.2 Issues Identified in Scoping, page 1-15 in the LEIS.

+ Sec 2.1.2 Nonmilitary Uses of Withdrawn Land (under Alternative 1, page2-13): This
section does not provide for mineral leasing, however does provide for other multiple uses.

3300 N. “A" St,, Bldg. 6, 79705-5405, P.C. Box 51810, Midland, Texas 79710-1810, Telephone 915-688-6800

91.

92.

93.

We agree that more subsurface evaluation of McGregor
Range is needed to better evaluate the potential for oil and
gas production. As stated in the Energy and Minerals
subsection (page 3.1-6) in Section 3.1.2.2 in the Land Use
chapter, about 100,000 acres of the range currently are
open for oil and gas leasing, subject to Army approval. No
revisions to the text are necessary.

This issue was added to Section 1.5.2.2, Issues Identified in
Scoping. The RMPA and the Proposed RMPA, Final
Environmental Impact Statement for McGregor Range, that
are referenced in the Section 1.5.3, specifically address
issues relative to leasable and locatable minerals. The
decision to open only 100,000 acres due to suitability for
leasable minerals was discussed in those documents.

A reference has been added to the end of the first paragraph
in Section 2.1.2, as follows: “Exploration and development of
mineral resources are managed by the BLM in accordance
with the White Sands RMP as amended.”
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McGregor Range LEIS Comments
February 4, 1998
Page 2 of 2

BR suggests that mineral leasing be considered in this section or a justification as to why it is
not. The development of mineral resources is an integral part of multiple use management
programs providing the benefits of increased domestic supplies of oil and gas along with
substantial federal revenues from lease and production sales.

4+ The discussion on oil and gas in Section 3.5 Earth Resources, tends to be vague and lacking
current science. It would be beneficial to add the number of wells per township or number
of wells per square miles to the first paragraph on page 3.5-9 for clarification and
understanding. The second paragraph tends to be speculative and opinionated; not factual.
It should make mention of the recent discovery located on Otero Mesa. The third paragraph
is speculative as well; it would be difficult to determine reservoir capacity based upon what
little exploration activity has occurred in the past. This paragraph also mentions that there
have been no formal requests for exploration on McGregor Range: however there has been
“informal” interest—a seismic spec shoot.

+ Sectign 4.10 Socio-economics; Socioeconomic censiderations and benefits from oil and gas
activities were not considered in the LEIS; “Preliminary investigations indicate low to
moderate potential for oil and gas resources, and petroleum exploration and development on
the range appears unlikely.” BR believes that socio-economics relating to petroleum
exploration and development be discussed in this section. il and gas exploration and
development would clearly be beneficial to the local economy of Otero County. Under the
current management plan, McGregor Range military employees tend to live in El Paso.
Otero County does not significantly benefit from this arrangement.

4+ Under the current McGregor Range Management Plan, mineral leasing is addressed in the
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the New Mexico BLM and the U.S.
Department of the Army Air Defensc Artillery Center and Fort Bliss. (See Appendix A in
the draft LEIS.) BR believes that legislation should be considered 1o address mineral
leasing. Legislation may be the vehicle for the MOU so that it extends through, and is not
affected by the expiration of the MeGregor Range LEIS. This method would also eliminate
military discretion when addressing leasing matters. However, the BLM must ensure their
management practices are in accordance with their multiple use mandate.

¢ While BR appreciates the military’s need for the lands within the McGregor Range, BR
supports alternatives that would allow oil and gas activity along with other multiple uses.
Examples of energy exploration and development operations taking place on military ranges
are numerous including: China Lake Naval Base in California and Ft. Chaffe in Arkansas.

Again, we thank you for the opportunity to comment on the McGregor Range Land Withdrawal
Renewal LEIS. Please contact me at (915) 688-9042 if you have any questions in regards to our
comments or to oil and gas exploration and development operations.

,,Sinf:ﬁrely,

;

Gilicollaaced

Eileen D. Dey
Regulatory Compliance Supervisor

94. The information on oil and gas exploration in the Tularosa
Basin in Section 3.5, Earth Resources, is a general
summary and is not intended to go into specific detail. The
information was summarized from the Minerals and Energy
Resource Assessment of the McGregor Range, August
1998, prepared for the withdrawal application. Additional
information from this study is provided in Appendix C of the
LEIS. However, Section 3.5.1 discusses energy resources
such as oil and gas and Figure 3.5-1 shows the locations
and depths of oil test wells in the McGregor Range area.
The information in Section 3.5.1 was obtained from the most
recent appraisals available. Obviously, when and if
significant discoveries are made in the basin, the appraisals
will require revision. The recent discovery on Otero Mesa,
east of McGregor Range is discussed in the section and was
mentioned previously in Section 3.1.2.2. We have no
information on the “seismic spec shoot,” but the paragraph
on page 3.5-9 notes the expression of “informal” interest in
future exploration by oil companies. No revisions to the text
are necessary.

95. Data necessary to evaluate the socioeconomic effects of oil
and gas development on McGregor Range was not available
during the development of this LEIS. Information required
for such an analysis includes the number of employees that
would be committed to the effort, where they would reside,
what their wage scale would be, when the exploration and
development would take place, the amount of the oil and
gas to be placed on the market, the expected market price,
and the costs associated with the exploration and drilling.
The geotechnical probability of the occurrence of
developable deposits was discussed in Section 3.5 as
summarized from the minerals and energy study (U.S. Army,
1998q) prepared for the withdrawal application.

Continued on Next Page
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97.

Continued
96.

As discussed in Section 3.1.2.2, McGregor Range is closed
to locatable minerals. Under the McGregor Range RMPA
and the 1990 MOU between the Army and the BLM, there
are provisions for 5-year reviews of the possibility of opening
a portion of McGregor Range to locatable mineral
exploration and development. Portions of McGregor Range
are open to oil and gas and geothermal leasing and for
saleable materials disposal. Additional legislative authority
for minerals leasing is not required.

The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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™~ Written Comment Sheet
McGregor Range Land Withdrawal Renewal
Draft Legislative Environmental Impact Statement
I o
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NAME: -

. Marjorie F. Graham
ADDRESS: ]%fPSFCQI%EaIAve.
— 850, 79930

STATE, ZIP CODE

PHONE NUMBER_( 7/ 5 ) 824 - 7L 75
Area Code

\@ Please check if you would like to receive & copy of the Final LEIS (Phone Number Required for Federal Express Delivery)
Please Hand This Form In or Mail BEFORE FEBRUARY 5, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet, Program Manager
U.S. Ammy Air Defense Artillery Center and Fort Bliss
ATTN: ATZC-CSA (LEIS Comments)
P.0. Box 6020
Fort Bliss, Texas 79906
Emall: mcgregor@emh10.bliss.army.mil

98. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. However, specific information
regarding the proposal for widening U.S. Highway 54 along
McGregor Range was not available during the preparation of
this report.
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Written Comment Sheet
McGregor Range Land Withdrawal Renewal
Draft Legislative Envir tal Impact §

M2 3 T

Thank you for your input

PLEASE PRINT pate |- 1% 99
Rather than cxpress thoughts over sections of the varicus 6 altematives, [ will just like 1o give an overall
review. 1have been involved in severat Federal DLEIS and found this one not much different than
previons ones reviewed. There are always somc controversics, politics, and ofien threatening opposition to
whatever is rocommended.

One section is noted with specific comments only

My observations of this particular LEIS was one which I wish 1 had had the time and commitment to
review more closely. An on-site review of some of the arcas being considered for a return to the public
domain would have been nice as well. 1 believe that many of us would have found an on-sitc review much
more informative. Maybe I missed the offer for a tour since 1 live in Carlsbad, NM.

Alternative 1 probably is thc most scnsible option but Atternative # 6, where Congress could designate
the Otero Mesa and Sacramento Mountain foothills as a National Conservation Area and Culp Canyon asa
wilderness area isa most iniriguing idea. I would like to study this aliernative in more detail if it is
considered.

T have serious concerns about turning any previously “protccted lands being “returmed to or put into public
domain. I find few peoples willing 1o “take care” of whal is given lo them.

Section 4.8 Biological resonrces - Often, our protected lands, especially those on military reservations are
unique “islands” of biodiversity. The United States Gevernment should access any changes carefully.
Military lands are often an untouched and wnique ecological system.

Concems aboud fire hazards seem irivial a1 best. Accidental fires produced by humans have little impact
compared to what nature has to offer. 1t is seen regularly that prescribed bums do much to build a healthice
cnvironment. Amimals will survive as will the diversity of other biological specimens

End of my comments for this LEIS. Although I have indicated that [ do not wish to receive 2 copy of the
final LEIS, 1 would be most intcrested in being kept informed of all future develops of the MoGregor
Range Land Withdrawal Renewal process.

mame_ Patricia L. 3% abklonshy

ApDRESS: 0% Southern %\'\\{J

oy Clarls ‘D 9d

News Menien — %5230

PHONE NUMBER_( DOF ;1 3% 1- Lkl

Area Code

STATE. ZIP CODE

l:l Please check if you would like to receive a copy of the Final LEIS (Phone Number Required for Federal Express Delivery)
@ Please Hand This Form In or Mail BEFORE FEBRUARY 5, 1999

Dr. Andy Vlict, Program Manager
U.5. Army Air Defense Artillery Center and Fort Bliss
ATTN: ATZC-CSA (LEIS Comments)
P.O. Box 6020
Fort Bliss, Texas 79906
Email: megregor@emh 10.bliss.army.mil

99. The Army’s proposal would continue the record of sound
environmental stewardship established over the past 40
years.
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Written Comment Sheet M2 B
McGregor Range Land Withdrawal Renewal
Draft Legislative Environmental Impact Statement
Thank you for your input
DATE [= F2-7F
PLEASE PRINT
[ t Location in D t

(Include page and line numbers

Comment and Suggested Improvement
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SEPHAL IS Aepocen Frk  FiRing o F  PATRT Miss. ice
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Need For DILTARY yse of Mol ¢ po.

L ARG €

*++% CONTINUE ON BACK FOR MORE SPACGE **+**
nevg: _Panva T MLl fan
ADDRESS: PO _Pox &7
o HIEA Kolls M
sTaTE, ZIPconE_ B 83 0 5T

pHONE NUMBER_(_ 325 | L 8 2- 3¢ é
Area Code

[Z Please check if you would like to receive a copy of the Final LEIS (Phone Number Required for Federal Express Delivery)
PLEASE HAND THIS FORM IN OR MAIL BEFORE FEBRUARY 9, 1999 TO:

Dr. Andy Vliet, Progran Manager
U.8. Army Air Defense Artillery Center and Fort Bliss
Attention: ATZC-CSA (LEIS Comments}
P.O. Box 6020
Fort Bliss, Texas 73906
Email: megregon@emhl0 bliss.army.mil

100. The Army’s principal requirement for McGregor Range is to
support ADA training, and other activities such as the USAF
tactical target complex are discussed throughout the
document. Table ES-3 in the Executive Summary illustrates
the capability for training that requires air-to-ground surface
impact areas as the Otero Mesa site. This refers to the
USAF target complex. As stated in the LEIS Section 1.5.3,
Other Environmental Analyses and Decisions Relevant to
the Action, the USAF EIS was incorporated by reference into
this LEIS. In general, the tactical target complex is
discussed under each resource evaluation of Alternative 1 in
this LEIS. Details of the operational and environmental
impacts of the tactical target complex may be found in the
USAF document. The tactical target complex is shown on
Figure 2.1-1.

101. The alternatives of this LEIS include renewing the
withdrawal in its current configuration or withdrawing a
different amount of land. Although the No Action Alternative
would allow retirees and others more access to the range, it
is unlikely that any of the alternatives presented to Congress
will generate activities that significantly affect retirement
living in the region.

102. Under DoD policy for the use of major range and test
facilities such as WSMR, evaluation of routine use for
training such as conducted at McGregor Range is not
permitted.
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PAGE 2
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Commaent Location in Document
(include page and line numbers
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NEW MEXICO NATURAL HISTORY INSTITUTE
A Nonprotit Cacporation
1750 Lamine Corrales
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-7502

5 February 1999

McGregor Range Mifitary Land Withdrawal Renewal
U. S. Army Air Defense Artillery Center and Fort Bliss
ATTN: ATZC-CSA

P. O. Box €020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear MRMLWR:

It's & big book and it's taken a long time to get through it. Clearly written, with much valuable
information.

Howaver, some of the information is hard 1o believe. In particular in Table ES-1 on
consequences of the six alternatives for army operations, effects seem exaggerated. From
our understanding of where operaticns are caried out or where, it appears, thay could easily
be relocated, a loss of 89 t0 100% of the Patriot program and of 89 to 100% of the McGregor
Launch Complex under Altermnative & seems completely unrealistic. Just shift the targets a bit
to the west.

One military mission is environmentally unacceptable and deserves to lose. 100% under all
allematives: the proposed USAF tactical target on Otero Mesa. That kind of pressure—
especially including aircraft noise—would be extremely damaging to wildiife and to the fine
habitat of the Mesa.

We favor Alternative 8, perhaps modified as discussed in the next paragraph. Our reasons
for choosing 6 are (1) it protects the most valuable natural resources of the McGregor Range
without destroying too much of the military usefulness of the Range: (2) it would bring some
balance between the military’s very extensive land-holdings in south-central New Mexico and
the public's right fo use public lands; {3) it would create Culp Canyon Wildermess, which is the
right designation for those out-of-the-way foothills lands; and {4) it would precluda the use of
Otero Mesa as an aircraft target range—a terrible idea.

It is unfortunate that most of the fee-owned land would be excluded from McGregor Range
under Alternative 6. To meet this problem we propose exchange of those lands for BLM
lands in the western part of the Range. We do not think that natural-resource values in Train
ing Units 10, 11, and the western half of 12 are as high as values to the east, and we think
that retention of those areas in the Range would ant much damage the public interast. Were
that dane, the fee-owned lands couid be blogkBd up in those unjs xehgnge with BLM.

103. For safety purposes, it is necessary to keep the SDZs within
the Range boundaries. Therefore, a simple shift to the west
is not feasible.

104. Aircraft noise and other potential impacts from development
of the tactical target complex was presented in the Final EIS,
Proposed Expansion of GAF Operations at HAFB, New
Mexico, April 1998.

105. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.

106. Your comment was considered during preparation of the
final LEIS and has become a part of this public comment
response document for congressional review.
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EL PASO REGIONAL ¢ ;
800 8, PIEDRAS ST. » EL PASO. TEXAS 79905 » (813) 532-9645
Patling Address: P.O. Box 9191 o £ Pase. Texas 75943

February 8, 1999

Dr.- Andrew Vliet

Program Manager, McGregor Renewal

U.S. Army Air Defense Artillery Center and Fort Bliss
P.O. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, TX 79906

Re:  McGregor Range Land Withdrawal Renewal
Draft Leaislative Enyvironmental Impact Statement

Dear Dr. Viiet:

The El Paso Regional Group of the Sierra Club has a long-standing interest in
McGregor Range and resource-management issues involving the Range. We offer
these comments on the Draft Legislative Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for
renewal of the land withdrawal for the Range.

1. One concern we have is with the length of the withdrawal. We believe 50
years is too ong. The Draft Fort Bliss Mission and Master Plan has a 20-
year planning horizon. The withdrawal should match this time frame, and
we ask that the alternative of a 20-year withdrawal be evaluated.

2. (p. ES-14, lines 4-14) We request that the measures found in the MOU and
RMPA and alluded to here be sent to Congress for inclusion, as mandated
actions, in the withdrawal legisiation.

3. {p. 2-2, lines 11-13) If the Forest Service lands within McGregor Range are
used under a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the Forest Service
rather than being withdrawn, why can't other areas, such as Otero Mesa,
be used under similar MOUs? The Alternatives section should discuss this
option for the lands that would not be withdrawn under Alternatives 2, 3
and 4.

Also, we note that the MOU between the Forest Service and Fort Bliss s
dated 1971, The 1988 Master Agreement between the Department of

“To Explore, Enjoy and Protect the Earth.”

Fy 9 "I

107.

108.

109.

The Army employs various planning cycles for different
aspects of its mission. For example, the Army uses a 6-year
programming cycle for operational activities with facility
planning over a 20-year horizon. Doctrinal and equipment
life-cycle planning can extend over a period of 40 years or
more. The proposed 50-year withdrawal period
encompasses each of these periods and enables long-term
national security plans to rely on a stable land resource.

Different (shorter or longer) withdrawal periods would not
substantially change the environmental impacts of a land
allocation decision. Continuing stewardship and compliance
activities would be required regardless of duration. Public
and/or agency participation in ongoing environmental
management activities on McGregor Range is assured
through existing laws, regulations, and policies as listed in
Table 1.6-1. The Army is committed to continuing public
participation under NEPA as major new actions that could
significantly affect the environment are proposed for the
installation. The McGregor Range RMPA, jointly prepared by
the BLM and the Army provides for continuing public
participation. The annual RMP update informs the public of
the progress made in implementing the RMPA. The Army’s
INRMP and ICRMP contain provisions for agency
coordination and revision as necessary every 5 years.
Together, these regulatory requirements, policies, and
procedures will ensure opportunities for both public and
agency input into the future.

The MOU that is incorporated in the RMPA is presented in
Appendix A of the LEIS. This document is a part of the case
file information that will support the legislation.

The FLPMA [43 CFR 1702(j)] states the purpose of a
withdrawal is to limit activities in order to maintain other
public values or to reserve the area for a particular public
purpose or program. Minimizing public safety risks from
military training and testing activities requires reserving
McGregor Range from settlement, sale, location, or entry. It

Continued on Next Page
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Dr. Andrew Vliet
February 8, 1999
Page 2

Defense and the Department of Agriculture concerning use of National
Forest System lands for military activity (pp. 4-35 to A-38) would appear to
supersede the 1971 MOU. The 1988 Master Agreement requires that the
Department of Defense seek special use authorizations for military training
activities on National Forest System lands (Sec. V). Further, it stipulates
that those training activities are actions that require a NEPA analysis (Sec.
HI.B}. Has the Army complied with these requirements in its training
activities on Lincoln National Forest lands? We request discussion of these
paints; it would help clear up any misunderstandings we may have.

4. {op. 2-4, 2-5; Figure 2.1-1, Table 2.1-1) This figure and table appear to
indicate that Training Area 10 is closed to public access. Qur membership
has historically been granted access to this area, which has some of the
most appealing scenery on McGregor Range. Will it now be off limits to the
public? We would strongly oppose such a closure. Please clarify the access
status of these lands.

5. (p. 2-10, Jines 41-42; p. 3.1-12, lines 41-50; p. 4.1-5, lines 16-17} The
analysis of recreational use of McGregor Range is flawed and misleading.
For several reasons, the draft EIS underestimates the level of recreational
interest in the Range:

L Up until last summer, public access to entire training areas was
denied any time even a single Fort Bliss individual or contract
employee was conducting activities in any part of a training area.
This policy included weekends, the time when the public would most
likely seek access.

. This restrictive policy was changed last summer to allow greater
public access, but the data used for the EIS analysis were collected
under the old policy. Those data thus do not reflect current or future
conditions.

* Members of the public who were denied access under the old policy
were not always recorded as seeking access. Our members, on being
denied access, have specifically asked the Fort Bliss staffer taking
their call at the check-in number if Fort Bliss is supposed to log in the
request. The response has always been, no, they don't do that.

L) The process for obtaining access permits is difficult and cumbersome.
It discourages the public from seeking permits. The Range
Enforcement Office is an hour's drive from many parts of El Paso. It
is closed on weekends, forcing many individuals to use vacation time
if they want to get a permit.

109. Continued

110.

111.

is incumbent upon the federal government to control public
access to hazardous areas through withdrawal or transfer.

Military activities in the Lincoln National Forest were
described in the Army's EIS for the Land Use Withdrawal
McGregor Range Fort Bliss, Texas, August 1977. Present
military activities are described in the Draft Fort Bliss Mission
and Master Plan PEIS, July 1998.

Figure 2.1-1 has a diagonal line hatch pattern to denote
areas of public access. TA 10 is included in the portion of
McGregor Range that the Army proposes for continuing
public access.

As recognized in the comment, the policy restrictions on
public access have been modified during the development of
this LEIS. The Army has considered the comments received
throughout the public involvement process. The data
required to estimate future public use that would allow
quantitative evaluation in the final LEIS are not available. All
persons are required to coordinate access and use with the
Range Commander (through the Range Scheduling Office)
to ensure safety and to avoid interference with military
missions. This procedure applies to government employees,
contractors, and the public at large. Current access
procedures allow concurrent use of some areas for a military
mission or Army and BLM maintenance and resource survey
activities, with public recreational use. Members of the
public can obtain annual recreation access permits from
either the Army or BLM. The Army is currently considering
procedures that would be automated to the degree possible
to facilitate public access while maintaining public safety.
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February 8, 1999
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it would seem the number of people desiring access could be much higher
than the number actually granted access. The EIS should be corrected to

reflect this. We request that a clear access policy be stated in the EIS and
in the withdrawal legislation, so access will not be subject to change with

each new commander.

Finally, though the EIS covers a 60-year time frame, it does not take into
account the inevitable increase in outdoor-recreational interest that will
accompany population growth in the Southwest during this period. We
request that the Environmental Consequences section be revised to indicate
this expected increase in recreational interest.

6. {p. 2-13, lines 40-42) In our comments on the Draft Programmatic
Environmental Impact Statement for the Fort Bliss Mission and Master Plan,
we noted that, ultimately, the Army and the BLM are going to have to
choose between training or grazing on Otero Mesa. The grassland
ecosystem does not have the capacity to sustain both activities. The
McGregor Withdrawal EIS must discuss this issue and arrive at a decision on
whether the Army will commit to a policy of not training in areas where
grazing is occurring on black grama grasslands.

7. Ip. 2-15, lines 4-8) As discussed in comment b above, the current policy
for obtaining access permits actively discourages the public from getting
permits, Why make people go all the way to McGregor Range? Why can't
the Fort Bliss post issue permits? In the computer age, one would think this
would be simple.

Also, why can't permit holders bring a friend when they visit the Range?
Current policy prohibits a permit holder from, for example, bringing an out-
of-town weekend guest on the Range for a hike. Why can't the permit
cover a limited number of accompanied guests?

We request that these issues be addressed in the EIS. We are very
concerned about the current overly restrictive permit policy.

8. (p. 2-21, lines 48-51) Since some of our members work on White Sands
Missile Range, we are aware that, during Roving Sands, participants in that
exercise use areas all the way from Fort Bliss to the north end of White
Sands, near Socorro, New Mexico. It is not at all clear to us how the loss
of Otero Mesa, a small area relative to the huge area used in Roving Sands,
would significantly affect training. Please explain. Also, could not this area
be used under agreement with the BLM, since it is only used once a year?

112.

113.

114.

The two activities mentioned (grazing and training) are
compatible actions and have co-existed on Otero Mesa
since 1966. This area is considered by many to be in
excellent environmental condition after almost 34 years of
co-use. Your comment was considered during preparation
of the final LEIS and has become a part of this public
comment response document for congressional review.

The Army is currently considering procedures that would be
automated to the degree possible to facilitate public access
while maintaining public safety. The request for
accompanied guests is being considered by the Range
Commander.

Section 1.2.2.3 discusses other mission activities on
McGregor Range in addition to the annual Roving Sands
Joint Training Exercise (JTX). The principal mission that
requires the Otero Mesa for on-going military training is the
air defense training mission, in particular, the Patriot training.
Figure 2.1-2 illustrates a full range of Patriot training
scenarios that can be accomplished with the present land
withdrawal. Figures 2.2-2 through 2.4-2 illustrate how the
loss of Otero Mesa, even though it is a small area relative to
the area used for Roving Sands, would significantly affect
training for this critical mission.

The FLPMA [43 CFR 1702(j)] states the purpose of a
withdrawal is to limit activities in order to maintain other
public values or to reserve the area for a particular public
purpose or program. Minimizing public safety risks from
military training and testing activities requires reserving
McGregor Range from settlement, sale, location, or entry. It
is incumbent upon the federal government to control public
access to hazardous areas through withdrawal or transfer.
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Page 4

9.

10

(p. 3.8-12, lines 36-38) The public’s ability to evaluate the adequacy of the
impact analysis is compromised by the absence of information from the
biological assessment. The final EIS needs to provide full details of Section
7 consultations.

(p. 4.8-39, iines 1-4) We strongly disagree with the statement that no
mitigation measures are required. Mitigation is absolutely necessary,
especially in light of the proposed increase in use of the black grama
grasslands.

Further, we understand Fort Bliss is a Training and Doctrine Command post,
but all training is done by Forces Command units. Apparently for this
reason, Training and Doctrine Command wilt not fund any monitoring or
mitigation of training impacts created by Forces units. This incredible catch-
22 is a major impediment to sound resource management on McGregor
Range.

We also understand environmental funds can be, and are at times, diverted
for non-environmental projecis. For these reasons, we request that the
following mitigation measures be discussed in the EIS and submitted to
Congress with the EIS:

a. The withdrawal legislation should commit to a yearly appropriation of
environmental funds for impact monitoring and mitigation to make up
for the lack of Training and Doctrine Command funds availabie for this
purpose.

b. Congress should stipulate clearly that these funds could be used only
for the above-stated purpose.

c. The withdrawal legislation should guarantee that the Integrated
Cultural Resources Management Plan, the Integrated Natural
Resources Management Pian and the Integrated Training Area
Management program for Fort Bliss will be funded until expiration of
the withdrawal,

d. The withdrawal should be limited to a 20-year period.

e. A public oversight or participation process should be established so
the public can be brought into the environmental compliance process,
become aware of compliance issues, and assist, if appropriate, in their
resolution,

115.

116.

117.

118.

Fort Bliss has been consulting with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service (USFWS) since 1997. The Threatened and
Endangered Species section of Affected Environment
(Section 3.8) explains the habitat for listed species that
occur, and describes their status. Section 4.8 provides
potential impacts on sensitive species of renewing the
withdrawal under each of the configuration alternatives.

The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.

The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.

The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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f. The black grama grasslands should be protected through a
commitment to allow either grazing or training, but not both, in any
given grama grassland area. The grasslands below the mesa that are
designated nationally significant should be set aside from ground
disturbance, since these are among the last ungrazed grama
grasstands.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment.
Very truly yours,
s

Nt "*/Vﬂiﬂ’\\

Maurence Gibson
Chairman
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R
Wildlife Management Institute

Len H. Carpenter, Field Representative
4015 Cheney Drive  Fort Collins, Colorado 80526
Phone (970) 223-1099 ¢ Fax (970) 204-9198
E-Mail - eampenti@ifitersernsom. (o4 ¢ @ Vevinel GW-

ROLLIN D. SPARROWE

President

LONNIE L. WILLIAMSON
Vice-President

RICHARD E. McCABE
Secretary

February 3, 1999

McGregor Range Withdrawal,

U.S. Army Air Defense Artillery Center and Fort Bliss,
ATTN: ATZC-CSA, PO Box 6020,

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Mr. Vliet:

T am the Southwest Field Representative for the Wildlife Management Institute. The Institute is a
private, nonprofit, scientific and educational organization founded in 1911 and dedicated to the
restoration, conservation, and sound management of natural resources, especially wildlife, in
North America. I have the following comments on the DLEIS for the military withdrawal on
McGregor Range, New Mexico.

Overall, the DLEIS is well organized and prepared. It presents a thorough coverage of the issues
and provides for a nice range of alternatives. A key finding in the report is the fact that vegetation
cover of all major habitat types on the McGregor Range decreased from 1986 to 1996 ( Figure G-
3; Tables G-5 & G-6). Most of these decreases are more than 10%. This finding should concern
all responsible for the long-term stability of this landscape. The disturbing thing is that cover of
both shrub lands and grasslands decreased. 1 can only conclude that this means that there is more
bare ground that is absent of any vegetative cover. If this is true, this is a frightening occurrence
and suggests that overall land management strategies need to change. In my professional opinion
the authors of the FDEIS do not address this finding adequately in the report. The FLEIS should
address this finding and thoroughly explore the ramifications.

Given the long-term threat to the overall ecological well-being of this landscape under current
management practices it seems that now is the time to make the land use changes suggested in the
alternatives. Since the land withdrawal that will occur in this action is long term (50 years) it is
critical that alternatives that provide for the protection of key ecological resources are done now.
Therefore it seems that either alternative 2 or 3 should be seriously considered if indeed there is
serious interest in the environmental impacts of the proposed action. Obviously, alternative 5 or 6

Washington, DC Office: 1101 14th Street, NW « Suite 801 + Washington, DC 20005 « Phone (202) 371-1808 » FAX (202) 408-5059

119. The limitations of the methodology used to derive the

120.

quantitative results was expressly noted in the LEIS, Section
4.8.7.1. “The images used in the analysis represent a
snapshot view of conditions for 2 days 10 years apart, and
do not represent trends in vegetation cover. The number of
observations over time correlates to the reliability of the
trend analysis.” This caveat being said, the resources being
Fievoted to development of this monitoring program is an
indication of the Army's concern for the long-term stability of
this landscape not only from a natural resource management
perspective but also from the requirement to have quality
training lands available to support the mission.

Your comment was considered during preparation of the
final LEIS and has become a part of this public comment
response document for congressional review.
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McGregor Range Land Withdrawal LEIS 2

would be the best choice for the long-term ecological welfare of the lands in question. Now is the
time to protect these valuable natural landscapes and allow opportunity for the American people
to enjoy them. However, given the adverse impacts of these alternatives on the military mission it
is highly doubtful these alternatives will receive much attention from the Army. The LFEIS
should discuss the tradeoffs, benefits, and adverse impacts of each alternative on the long term
welfare of the land and on the military mission. As a reader and reviewer I could only wish that
the adverse impacts of each alternative on the environment could be as thoroughly and
dramatically graphed as were the impacts of each alternative on the military mission in Table ES-1
on page ES-13. Please consider such an approach for the LFEIS.

Finally, in discussions on impacts on wildlife species, especially impacts on amphibians and
reptiles and on other sensitive species I find the LDEIS inadequately relays the probable negative
impacts of continuing existing land use strategies. Loss of vegetative cover, impacts of man-
caused fires, and over all environmental degradation all speil doom for many of these species in a
large portion of the land withdrawal. Given the large costs to the taxpayers of this nation when
animals become endangered it seems that the negative impacts of the proposed alternatives need
to be elucidated better in the LFEIS. Citizens of this country should better understand some of
the long-term ecological and financial costs of land management decisions.

Thanks for the opportunity for comment. I request that my concerns and suggestions be
considered as the LFEIS is prepared.

Sincerely,

[Md(dm

Len H. Carpenter

cc:
R. Sparrowe

wmi\let\megregor2

121.

122.

The Army believes the LEIS has disclosed the potential
benefits and adverse impacts of each of the alternative
amounts of land that Congress could withdraw for military
use. Impacts specific to current or future individual missions
and locations have been or will be analyzed in project-
specific NEPA documentation. Ways to improve the
communication of effects on the environmental resources
was considered for the final LEIS.

Your comment was considered during preparation of the
final LEIS and has become a part of this public comment
response document for congressional review.
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HEYCO HARVEY E. YATES COMPANY
PETROLEUM PRODUCERS P.0. BOX 1933 ONE SUNWEST CENTRE 505 /623-8601
FAX 5057622-4221

February 8, 1999

FEB 9 B

Dr. Andy Vliet

Program Manager, McGregor Range Renewal

U. S. Army Air Defense Atillery Center @ Ft. Bliss
P. Q. Box 6020

Ft. Bliss, Texas 79908

Re: McGregor Range
Land Withdrawal/Renewal Draft LEIS

Dear Dr. Viiet:

Harvey E. Yates Company (HEYCOQ) appreciates being able to provide comments for the McGregor
Range Withdrawal renewal process. HEYCO is a small, privately owned independent oil and gas
operator and producer located in Roswell, New Mexico with current production over 3,000 bamels of oil
equivalent per day from over 200 wells. As part of the Yates family of companies, HEYCO has
experience in all phases of Oil and Gas operations going back more than 70 years. HEYCO is curmently
the operator of the Bennett Ranch Federal Unit on which a recent significant gas discovery was made
just east of the McGregor Range.

HEYCQ is interested in any process under which the McGregor Range lands and the Orogrande Basin
would be opened up to oil and gas exploration and operations. Qur understanding of the Orogrande
Basin leads us to believe that this area has significant potential for oil and gas production from similar
hydrocarbon traps and reservoirs as found at Bennett Ranch and the Permian Basin general. HEYCO
believes that it is in the region’s best interest to facilitate a more thorough subsurface evaluation of this
area by way of multiple use and leasing that includes exiractive minerals and oil and gas operations.

The following comments and statements reflect concerns that should be addressed prior to the Final
LEIS:

DLEIS
pg #, fline#, Comment

C8-1/15-29, ES-1/31-32

The Army's Application is for a 50-year period. No explanation or supporting statement(s) is given here
for this time frame, and none of the atematives are set out for a different time frame. Comment: 50 yrs.
is too long a period of withdrawal. REASONS: Technology evolvement is and should be on a faster pace
than every 50 yrs.; no connection between the current renewal process and a future process; 50 yrs.
greatly exceeds working lifetime of all investigators involved (the last renewal period was for 15 yrs).

ES-1/37-39
MOU with USFS has no dates for expiration listed. Will it continue unchanged if USFS lands continue to
be withdrawn? No statement is given here.

ES-1/44-47
MOU with BLM expires in 2001 unless canceled or renewed. What is proposed by the Army, cancellation
or renewal? If renewal, will responsibilities and mission remain the same? No statement is given here.

ES-2/15-16
WSMR uses the Fort Bliss Training Complex (McGregor Range) for limited tests. Is this occasional use,
or otherwise? What %? |s the converse true as well? Does Ft. Bliss use WSMR for limited tests?

ROSWELL, NEW MEXICO 88202-1933

123.

124.

The Army employs various planning cycles for different
aspects of its mission. For example, the Army uses a 6-year
programming cycle for operational activities with facility
planning over a 20-year horizon. Doctrinal and equipment
life-cycle planning can extend over a period of 40 years or
more. The proposed 50-year withdrawal period
encompasses each of these periods and enables long-term
national security plans to rely on a stable land resource.

Different (shorter or longer) withdrawal periods would not
substantially change the environmental impacts of a land
allocation decision. Continuing stewardship and compliance
activities would be required regardless of duration. Public
and/or agency participation in ongoing environmental
management activities on McGregor Range is assured
through existing laws, regulations, and policies as listed in
Table 1.6-1. The Army is committed to continuing public
participation under NEPA as major new actions that could
significantly affect the environment are proposed for the
installation. The McGregor Range RMPA, jointly prepared by
the BLM and the Army provides for continuing public
participation. The annual RMP update informs the public of
the progress made in implementing the RMPA. The Army’s
INRMP and ICRMP contain provisions for agency
coordination and revision as necessary every 5 vyears.
Together, these regulatory requirements, policies, and
procedures will ensure opportunities for both public and
agency input into the future.

McGregor Range includes 18,004 acres of U.S. Forest
Service (USFS) lands, which are used by the Army in
accordance with a MOU between the USFS and the DA,
Fort Bliss. The 18,004 acres of USFS lands are not part of
the withdrawal renewal. The USFS lands will continue to be
used by the Army under the existing MOU. The following
sentence has been added to the text. “The 18,004 acres of
USFS are not included in this withdrawal renewal.”

Continued on Next Page
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125. The proposed action and alternatives are briefly described in
the Executive Summary beginning on page ES-2. More
detailed descriptions of the proposed action and alternatives
are presented in Chapter 2, which presents discussions
regarding the responsibilities and missions that pertain to
each alternative.

126. The WSMR activities that are conducted on McGregor
Range are described in Section 1.2.2.3. The U.S. Army
Missile Command (MICOM) elements stationed at Fort Bliss
use McGregor Range on a regular basis.
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Program Manager, McGregor Range Renewal
February 8, 1989

Page 2

What %? Can that use be expanded?

ES-3/44-46
Military uses of McGregor Lands are defined in two Ft. Bliss Cocuments. The docurments are not in the
Appendix, nor referenced to publicly locatable source.

ES-4 & 5/

Under Atematives 2, 3, & 4, nothing is mentioned as to changes that impact any Army training
procedures listed here. Why not? Are there really no current impacts involved? Also nothing is
mentioned of Army casts (cleanup or otherwise) to make the change.

E£8-6/1-19

Alternative 5 {(total return of McGregor Range to public domain} brings up for the first time the subjeci of
land exchange. Maintaining the infrastructure around McGregor Range Camp, McGregor ASP, and
Meyer Range seems to be of prime importance to the ARMY even if McGregor Range goes away. The
idea of swapping fee-owned holdings for public domain lands, upon which the Army would have sole
control as proposed here, seems to be beneficial even if Alternative 5 is not supported. Fee-owned
hakdings in the Sacramento Foothills most likely would have greater assessed value due to better fresh
water rights and therefore could be swapped for a greater (disproportionate) amount of acreage on the
Tutarosa Basin desert floor flatiands.

ES-6/19-23

McGregor installation facilities that would be relocated elsewhere are mentioned here but no listing is
given of viable atternative locations or consolidation sites for such facilities, and cost or cost savings
involved.

ES-6/28-40

Culp Canyon WSA has been hanging around for a long time. The Army/BLM should either get i
designated as a Wilderness, put it back inte multiple use status public domain land, or just drop the
designation. Altemative 8, the creation of an NCA (what is involved in this designation--is this just
another non-legislative land withdrawal for an undefined length of time and non-specific envirenmental
reasons?) has no explanation given here.

ES-7/112-17
Ongoing environmental effects from missicn activities and non-military activities would continue.
Are there no ongoing cleanup and resloration activities that go on as well?

ES-7/26-27

Ground troop maneuvering would no longer occur on lands returned to the public domain. This statement
is not explained. Does the army already know that the BLM will not grant pemmits for activities on lands
returned to public domain?

ES-7/41-45

Restricted Area airspace could be reconfigured to change the vertical & lateral boundaries and
procedures (MOA?). Why are no proposals for change listed with the various alternatives or explained
here?

ES-8/1-2

Under alternatives 2, 3, 4, and 5, periodic closures of NM Highway 506 would be reduced or eliminated,
which would be a beneficial impact. Yes, in fact, if atternatives 2, 3, or 6 are chosen, this road and right
of way should be relocated and improved to connect from existing roads near Canon Eduardo Negro to
NM 508 on top of Otero Mesa. Additional roads in Otero County and Hudspeth County, TX. should also
be improved and paved giving the public access to an altemative route from Alamogordo to El Paso
around the Ft. Bliss Mifitary Reservations and WSMR. If Alternative 4 or & are chosen the existing road
should be improved and paved as part of the return of lands to the public domain.

127.

128.

129.

130.

131.

The referenced documents are the Training Area
Development Concept (TADC) and the Fort Bliss Mission
and Master Plan PEIS. The following libraries received
copies of these documents: El Paso Public Library; Irving
Schwartz Public Library; Westside Branch Library; Branigan
Memorial Library; Dell City Library; Alamogordo Library; New
Mexico State University, Bramson Library; New Mexico
State University, Roswell Library; University of Texas at El
Paso Library; Cloudcroft Library.

The Executive Summary briefly describes the proposed
action and alternatives, but does not discuss the resulting
impacts. Table 2.7-1 in Chapter 2 summarizes the
Comparison of Alternatives by Resource and Potential
Impacts. Detailed discussions of the impacts resulting from
the actions are presented in Chapter 4. Cost analyses to
implement the proposed action and alternatives are not
typically part of the NEPA process.

As discussed in Section 2.5, Alternative 5 - No Action, the
Army fee-owned in-holdings within the lands returned to the
public domain would be exchanged for public lands in TAs 8
and 32, to maintain essential infrastructure around
McGregor Range Camp, the McGregor Ammunition Supply
Point (ASP), and the Meyer Range Complex. Under the
other five alternatives, the lands surrounding this
infrastructure would remain withdrawn for military purposes,
therefore, land exchanges would not be required.

Viable alternative locations for these facilities are not known
at this time. However, it is known that should Alternative 5
be implemented, these ranges would no longer be useable
for military purposes. Cost analyses of implementing the
alternatives are not typically part of the NEPA process.

A detailed discussion of the Culp Canyon WSA and NCA
designation are provided in Section 2.6. As stated in
Section 2.6, these designations would be concurrent with or
follow congressional action on the Army’s application for
renewal of the land withdrawal.

Continued on Next Page
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133.

134.

135.

Continued
132.

Military and nonmilitary activities, including restoration and
remediation of contaminated areas, would continue under
Alternative 1. A discussion of the Installation Restoration
Program (IRP) is presented in Section 3.14.3.1.

The FLPMA [43 CFR 1702(j)] states the purpose of a
withdrawal is to limit activities in order to maintain other
public values or to reserve the area for a particular public
purpose or program. Minimizing public safety risks from
military training and testing activities requires reserving
McGregor Range from settlement, sale, location, or entry. It
is incumbent upon the federal government to control public
access to hazardous areas through withdrawal or transfer.

As discussed in Section 2.5, Alternative 5 - No Action,
restricted airspace above the land area could continue to be
used for some aircraft training by Army aviation and USAF
units within the region. Section 4.2.5 discusses changes to
Restricted Area airspace that could occur should all air-to-
ground and ground-to-air activities be discontinued. Any of
these airspace actions would follow congressional action on
the McGregor Range LEIS and would be evaluated under a
separate NEPA process.

Your comment was considered during preparation of the
final LEIS and has become a part of this public comment
response document for congressional review.
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ES-8/17-21

Earth Resources

“There would be no impacts to geological resources under any altemative, since the management
practices of the current White Sands RMP, as amended by the McGregor Range RMPA, are assumed io
continue on all withdrawn, Army fee owned, and public domain lands with the current boundaries of
McGregor Range.” Statement is not true!! This should read... There would be no additional impacts
to geological resources.....The area, county and country are already impacted by the withdrawal of over a
million acres of potentially productive hydrocarbon basin, and the economic impact such activities would
generate.

ES-8/29-33

This is another statement that curmrently conducted or pianned military exercises could not be held on
lands turned over to the public domain. How so, could the Army not apply for activity permits just like
everyone else?

ES-9/24-26

Water rights from the Sacramento River (which just barely crosses a corner of the Range) and Camrizo
Springs (not on McGregor Range) should be transferred to the BLM or the USFS under Alternatives 1-8
not just 5 & 6. The BLM also should not be using diverted water to create unnatural habitat for the sake
of native species survival or species reintroduction, and it shouldn't be in the grazing rights to the highest
bidder business either, uniess it is going to do se everywhere. Additional stockpiled Military water rights
along the Sacramento Min., front and south of Alamogordo and not within McGregor Range, which are
not mentioned in the LEIS, should aise be given or sold back to the public domain.

ES-10/3-5
There is no map summarizing the location, extent and types of Cultural Resources on McGregor Range
here. What is the distribution of these resources?

ES-10/26-29

The Socioeconomics associated with the military, Fort Bliss, and the implementation of any of the
proposed alternatives is significant, bul where does nrearly all of the money go? It goes to the Texas
economy, not to New Mexico, where all of McGregor Range and more than 2/3 of Ft. Bliss's training
areas are located. Continued use of McGregor Range and Dona Ana Range by the Army calls for a
more significant benefit to the economy of New Mexico. Why doesn't the Ammy have a permanent
cantonment of troops at Sacramento City (abandoned), or at the north end of the Range?

Why is there no mention of possible economic impacts or benefits from oil and gas exploration and
operations here? (See attached Document 1}

ES-10/30-21

Should read.... Additional possibly significant impacts can be expected from changes in the manner in
which the natural resources of McGregor Range are utifized. Geco-Prakla (Schlumberger) has already
proposed (10/98) a 540 mile speculative 2-D seismic survey that would cover a large portion of McGregor
Range (This survey has subsequently been revised (2/99) to cover only the area of current access in the
northeast comer of the Range. (See attachment 2). This proposed expenditure of approximately
$2,000,000 could kick off a major exploratory effort in the region if it goes forward.

ES-10/45-48

Can it be assumed that this means the Army can and will completely ciean up all metal, spent armor and
unexploded ordnance under Alternative 5 to a level where they assume no future liability will occur? No
cost is set out anywhere for remediation and restoration.

ES11/3-5
The noise impacts resulting from the approved USAF target complex and the possible helicopter training
range are not known or not estimated, just assumed to be insignificant. Are the land use compatibility

136.

137.

138.

139.

The LEIS compares the existing conditions on McGregor
Range to the conditions that would exist if the alternatives
were implemented. Implementation of the alternatives would
not change the conditions of the existing geological
resources. Therefore, no impacts would occur.

The FLPMA [43 CFR 1702(j)] states the purpose of a
withdrawal is to limit activities in order to maintain other
public values or to reserve the area for a particular public
purpose or program. Minimizing public safety risks from
military training and testing activities requires reserving
McGregor Range from settlement, sale, location, or entry. It
is incumbent upon the federal government to control public
access to hazardous areas through withdrawal or transfer.

The Army water rights on the Sacramento River and
Carrisa Springs pertain to the diversions for the McGregor
Range pipeline systems, primarily for livestock, although the
stated use is for preservation of wildlife. This system,
originally constructed by ranchers, has been in place since
the turn of the century, and, in all probability, will continue to
be tied to McGregor Range, which is what the LEIS says
here. However, any decisions or determinations regarding
those rights will be up to the New Mexico State Engineer,
not the military; nor is it the intent of the LEIS to suggest to
the BLM how to conduct their business. We are not aware
of any “additional stockpiled military water rights... not within
McGregor Range,” nor was any reference to such found in
the State Engineer’s files. No revisions to the text are
necessary.

A more detailed discussion of the extent and types of
cultural resources on McGregor Range is presented in
Section 3.9 and Appendix E. In accordance with the
National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) and common
practices to protect these resources, a map summarizing
their location has not been provided.

Continued on Next Page
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140.

141.

142.

143.

The Army cantonment facilities have been concentrated at
Fort Bliss proper and the three range camps: McGregor,
Dona Ana, and Orogrande which is in the north of the Dofa
Ana Range-North Training Areas. While principally for
supporting troops when they undergo field training, these
camps have a small cadre of personnel stationed at them.
All three of these range camps are in New Mexico. Section
3.5 discusses the probable level of energy resources on
McGregor Range. The employment of the mining sector
(including oils and gas) is presented in Table 3.10-4 while
the earnings of this sector are shown in Table 3.10-7. The
secondary employment attributable to this sector of the
three-county economy is also presented in Table 3.10-6.

It is not known that the impacts would be significant.
Therefore, no revisions to the text are necessary.

As stated in Section 2.2, 2.3, and 2.4, the Secretary of the
Army would prepare a written determination concerning the
contamination of the returned lands with explosive, toxic, or
other hazardous substances. The Secretary of the Interior,
in consultation with the Secretary of the Army, would decide
what decontamination, if necessary, is economically feasible
given different potential future use and relative risk.
Alternatively, the Secretary of the Interior could decide not to
accept certain areas due to future liability, thereby
necessitating transfer to the Army. Cost analyses of clean-
up are not typically part of the NEPA process.

The noise impacts resulting from the approved USAF tactical
target complex and the possible helicopter training range are
discussed in Section 4.12.1. The land use compatibility
guidelines are set for human activities. The guidelines were
issued by the Federal Interagency Committee on Noise
(FICON), which is composed of representatives from the
DoD, U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT), U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD),
EPA, and the Veterans Administration. A brief discussion of
land use compatibility is presented in Appendix F, Section
F.1.3.
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guidelines set for human activities or wildiife activities?

ES-11/25

Scheduling prevents incompatible range-use conflicts. This statement should be true for all uses of
McGregor Range (including Oil and Gas Exploratory and Production type activities), in areas where
dismounted maneuvers can be conducted.

ES-11/30-31
Alternative 5, Ground and explosive safety risks will remain low. Low is not the same as non-existent. Is
the Army going to reclaim alf of the acreage or not, under this alternative.

ES-11/38-40
Do Armmy procedures and applicable hazardous material laws and regulations differ?

ES-11/44-45
The Army does use hazardous chemicals, but there is no statement here as whether they use hazardous
chemical weapons at McGregor Range.

ES-12/3-9

Principal Military mission at McGregor Range is air defense, weapons, and equipment operation and
training. McGregor is an Ammy base and shoukin't be used for basic Air Force training. No mention here
of giving a portion of the Range to the Air Force for & new target complex for their training.

ES-12/3-25 Conceptual forces (Army force XX| and Army after next) should be explained or dropped from
text?

Figure ES-1 Table ES-1

It is hard to believe that On-Road Vehicle Maneuvers, Control Access FTX sites and use, and
Dismounted Training would be up to 100% affected by alternatives 2-6. On-road vehicular and
dismounted maneuvers could easily be conducted with permits and scheduling, and the Army should be
able to permit an FTX site just like the Oil and Gas Industry would permit a drilling pad or location. Does
the Military already know that the BLM will not permit such activities, or are they just reluctant to be in
position where they're at the whims and time delays of another government agency?

ES-14/6-7

1990 MOU implements a means to support environmental preservation and maintenance operations to
the degree funding for the appropriate agency allows. The Army is making projections for greatly
increased aclivity and therefore funding levels at McGregor Range continuing over a 50-year period.
How accurate can this be given the USA paiitical system and

Budget projections?

Section 1.0

There is no map in this section or Section 2 similar to 2.1.2 showing current use of the Range for
comparison purposes in relation to proposed/projected usage (Alternative 1) or usage under the various
Alternatives. (Figure 2.1.2 shows potential, at least 1 potential new target surface danger zone)

Section 2.0

2-10811

Tables 2.1-2&3 Level of Miltary Use Criteria and Training Category(s) by Training Area. There is nothing
like putting vague and misleading numbers to work!!! The table contains 28 Training Areas with Current
Average Level of Use and Projected Training Level of Use. Putting numbers to the levels as in Table 2.1-
2, the proposed and projected level of use for McGregor Range is expected to increase by 38% and be

144.

145.

146.

147.

148.

149.
150.

Your comment was considered during preparation of the
final LEIS and has become a part of this public comment
response document for congressional review.

The Army has an on-going evaluation of the ordnance and
explosive hazards on McGregor Range, and will continue
with studies and pursue clean-up actions to the extent
resources are available. Potential hazards to public safety
associated with the granting of public access in portions of
McGregor Range, such as in the Tularosa Basin, may
preclude return of this area to the public domain,
necessitating transfer of that land to the Secretary of the
Army for future clean-up. The text will be modified to reflect
this circumstance.

The Army complies with all federal, state, and local
hazardous materials laws and regulations. In some
instances, Army procedures are more conservative than the
federal, state, or local regulations.

The types and uses of hazardous chemicals used on
McGregor Range are discussed in Section 3.14.1. McGregor
Range is not used for the testing or training of chemical
munitions.

The principal military mission on McGregor Range is
training. Air defense training conducted at McGregor Range
is essential to the nation’s security. Portions of McGregor
Range, such as the Class C Bombing Range, are currently
used for other service training. The use of the USAF tactical
target complex on Otero Mesa is discussed in Section 2.1.1
and shown on Figure 2.1-1.

Explanations were added to Section 1.2 and the glossary.

The FLPMA [43 CFR 1702(j)] states the purpose of a
withdrawal is to limit activities in order to maintain other
public values or to reserve the area for a particular public
purpose or program. Minimizing public safety risks from
military training and testing activities requires reserving

Continued on Next Page
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150. Continued

151.

152.

McGregor Range from settlement, sale, location, or entry. It
is incumbent upon the federal government to control public
access to hazardous areas through withdrawal or transfer.

Military activities in the Lincoln National Forest were
described in the Army's EIS for the Land Use Withdrawal,
McGregor Range Fort Bliss, Texas, August 1977. Present
military activities are described in the draft Fort Bliss Mission
and Master Plan PEIS, July 1998.

The Army employs various planning cycles for different
aspects of its mission. For example, the Army uses a 6-year
programming cycle for operational activities with facility
planning over a 20-year horizon. Doctrinal and equipment
life cycle planning can extend over a period of 40 years or
more. The proposed 50-year withdrawal period
encompasses each of these periods and enables long-term
national security plans to rely on a stable land resource.

Reasonable capabilities of McGregor Range to support
requirements for future training were described in Alternative
1. The capabilities to support the possible future activities
other than those with completed or on-going NEPA
documentation shown on Table 2.1-4 may or may not
become actual missions performed on McGregor Range and
are not projected as such. They are discussed in
consideration of the Army’s long-range planning objectives
and full disclosure of these potential uses of withdrawn land.

Under Alternative 1, the withdrawal of McGregor Range
would be renewed under the same conditions as provided in
PL 99-606. The boundaries of the range would remain the
same, as would current and projected activities. Figure 2.1-
2 represents existing target flight areas and SDZs as well as
the SDZ required to use a tactical ballistic missile as a target
for Patriot training, should the Army propose do so in the
future. Figure 2.1-1 illustrates the military land use potential

Continued on Next Page
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152. Continued

for each training area on McGregor Range. This potential is
consistent throughout each alternative as the action and
alternatives evaluated relate to the withdrawal configuration.

153. The potential use is based upon the capabilities of
McGregor Range. The uses considered are conceptual and
may or may not occur, dependent upon the needs of the
Army in the future.
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sustained for 50 years. | guess we expect to be fighting or pelicing more conflicts than current levels, or
consolidating our troops at Ft Bliss. If this is the case the Army needs to permanently withdraw and solety
manage this land with no BLM restrictions or oversight.

2412

Table 2.1-4 Future Activities on McGregor Range—in progress, Geothermal Resource exploration in
Southern McGregor Range. The Army at Ft. Bliss is already in the energy exploration business,
drilling test holes, conducting geophysical surveys, and planning to set up energy produciion facilities. It
looks like the Army is doing, or going to do, everything that they don’t want a private O&G business to do.
What happens if the Ammy finds natural gas, CO2 or liquid hydrocarbons? Is a national government
owned oil company formed? Methane is stable at temperatures of greater than 500 degrees.
Geothermal Resources and part of the reservoir at Bennett Ranch (a Tertiary Syenite Sill) both owe their
origins to igneous activity. Finding the two together may not be that uniikely. Also, why not set up a wind
farm for electrical generation as well? The Rim of Otero Mesa should be an excellent place for the army
to set up wind turbines to take advantage of the moderately strong sustained winds that buffet the area.

2-13/30-48

Oil and gas operations and other extractive operations are not mentioned in this section, but grazing will
continue on 271,000 acres of withdrawn fands, of which, about 100,000 acres of that are available
currently for Qil and Gas leasing. Why the omission and disparity? Oil and Gas operations require
similar man-hours of maintenance activity and have been conducted and have coexisted with the
military for many years at Ft. Chaffee in Arkansas.

2-34
Table 2.71 Comparison of Altemnatives by Resource and Potential Impacts
Alternative 1 Column
Military use of McGregor Range is projected to increase dramatically, as stated above by the Army, yet
none of the comparison items reflect this. Alternative 1 is not continued military use, but projected
increased military use. As proposed, some of these impacts, although possibly slight in nature, should
read:

Decrease in non-military land uses

Increased noise

Increased road closures and delays

Greater visual impairment

Increased aircraft detours

Increased utility consumption

Increased waste generation

Increased soil erosion and ground disturbance

Increased water consumption

Increased explosive safety risk

Increased eventual reclamation cost
2-36
Table 2.7-1 Comparison of Alternatives by Resource and Potential impacts
Earth Resources
A continued erroneous assumption that Oil and Gas operations and mineral leasing are not compatible in
any manner on all lands nat currently designated by RMPA for Alternative 1 (~100,000 Acres only)

2-37

Table 2.7-1 Comparison of Alteratives by Resource and Potential impacts

Socioeconomics:

No change or only minor change in socioeconomic effects is reported from ingreased or decreased
military employment and purchases even if nearly all of McGregor Range is retumed to the Public. Why
should anyone in New Mexico be in favor of continued use based on economics? No changes are noted
for any non-military activities (Cil and Gas Operations, Extractive Minerals Production, Grazing,
Geothermal, Wind Farm Energy Production and Contracted Reclamation of Military Missile and Bombing

154.

155.

156.

157.

158.

Geothermal resources in southern McGregor Range are
being explored, and installation of a geothermal binary
generation and desalination plant is under consideration as
an alternative energy source for the installation under the
Army’s geothermal energy program. It is also being
considered as a potential source of water for the McGregor
Range Camp following desalination.

The following text has been added to Section 2.1.2, “Should
oil and gas exploration occur on McGregor Range lands that
are available for oil and gas leasing, the activities would be
managed by the BLM in accordance with the White Sands
RMP (BLM, 1986a).”

This table presents the results of the impact analyses that
were conducted for each resource and alternative. No
change to the text is required. Your comment was
considered during preparation of the final EIS.

Oil and gas operations on designated areas of McGregor
Range are managed by the BLM in accordance with the
White Sands RMP.

The analyses of the socioeconomic impacts of the
alternatives indicate that Alternatives 1 through 4 would not
have an economic impact on the area because military
employment and purchases would not change significantly.
Under Alternative 5, there would be a minor impact due to
reduced military employment and purchases.
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Ranges) which might take place on the Range after the area has contracted. These changes could be
very significant.

3.0

Affected Environment (Baseline 1996)

A second Baseline for Environment issue should be pre-McGregor Range. Early low-level photography
and pre-WWI documents should be used to establish this longer-term look at Affected Environment.

3.1 Land Use

3.1-1/40-41

Army has annual rights to {(and diverts) about 110,000 gpd of water from the Sacramento River and
Carrizo Springs for preservation of fish and wildlife. The U. S. Army should not be creating unnatural
habitat anywhere. |s it in the fish farming business? Is it running a Game Preserve for profit?

3.1-2/9-14

Rights-of-way, such as would be needed for il and Gas Operations, have been granted in the past, and
currently exist in areas off-limits to extractive operations. Approval of ROW's therefore, should not be a
significant problem in most areas.

3.1-4/47-48

FTX areas have undergone environmental evaluation and clearance. There is no mention here of any
archeological surveying. Why not? Are these sites disturbed to the point where they need to be re-
seeded with the proscribed BLM plant mixture?

3.1-5

Figure 3.1-1

Why is the huffer zone te the USAF Taclical Target Complex so huge in comparison to the McGregor
Class C Bombing Range (which has no buffer zone marked at ail on the map)?

The Army is projecting a large increase in oversized (greater than 0.4 sq. mi.)) FTX sites on Otero Mesa
and along Highway 54. Why? No explanation is with the figure.

3.4-6/32

ROW's are not required for infrastructure constructed by the Army within McGregor Range. Does this
mean the Army has exempted itself from having to conduct archeological surveys and environmental
assessments as required by BLM operations elsewhere? Why?

3.1-7/20 — 3.1-11/48

The U. S. Army and Bureau of Land Management are in the Livestock Business as detailed here. This
should be left sclely to the local ranchers or the area should be completely withdrawn. Do the out-of-state
grazing contractor put their animals in quarantine to reduce the risk of non-native plant species
introduction or weed wash the hauling trailers.

3.1-11/50 - 3.1-12/1
Diverting water to wildlife via a pipeline system that diverts water from the Sacramento River is not
ensuring the natural abundance and diversity of wildlife.

3.1-13/38 - 3.1-14/10

Special Management Areas

ACEC’s and WSA's should be very temporary designations limited by a set time frame. The ARMY/BLM
shouid be required to get these areas approved as Wilderness Areas, National Grasslands or other such
legislatively approved designations.

3.1-19/35 — 3.1-20/3
General statements about the viability of livestock operations (not needed), all lead to the observation

159.

160.

161.

162.

163.

The NEPA process for the LEIS analyzes the environmental
impacts to the existing environment resulting from
implementation of the current withdrawal configuration and
alternatives to the amount of land withdrawn. The
environment has already been altered from its original or
pre-McGregor Range state. The description of the existing
environment represents the cumulative effects from all
actions, natural and man-made up until 1996.

The Army water rights on the Sacramento River and Carrisa
Springs pertain to the diversions for preservation of fish and
wildlife and additionally is used to support livestock grazing.
The McGregor Range pipeline system, originally constructed
by ranchers, has been in place since the turn of the century,
and is used to support natural resource management
responsibilities of the Army and the natural resource and
nonmilitary activity management responsibilities of the BLM
as specified in the 1990 MOU between the two agencies.

The referenced section describes existing rights-of-way
(ROWSs). Access and ROWs are further described along with
the existing procedures affecting energy and mineral
development may be found in Section 3.1.2.2. Should oil
and gas operations occur in the future, they would be
managed by the BLM subject to the Army’s concern for the
compatibility of military missions and public safety.

The environmental evaluation and clearance process
includes the conduct of archeological surveys. Roving
Sands FTX sites are rotated to minimize the disturbance to
areas and to prevent the disturbance of the area to a point
that it is unable to recover naturally.

The buffer zone to the USAF tactical target complex is
required to ensure safety during the use of inert/subscale
munitions whereas only inert munitions are used on the
McGregor Class C Bombing Range.

The potential increase in the number of FTX sites on Otero
Mesa and along U.S. Highway 54 is discussed in Section

Continued on Next Page

JudWNIO( Asuodsay pue JuUIWWO)) I[qNJ [EMBIPYIAA PUBT dSuey J10331D)IA



SL-€

Private Citizens/Organizations

163. Continued
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2.1.1 and Table 2.1-4. Figure 2.1-4 illustrates the areas on
McGregor Range that meet the physical and operational
requirements for controlled access FTX sites.

Although ROWs are not required for infrastructure
constructed by the Army on McGregor Range, the Army
must comply with NEPA and other environmental regulations
that require environmental assessments and studies.

Grazing on McGregor Range is managed by the BLM. BLM
procedures that affect grazing on McGregor Range may be
found in the McGregor Range RMPA (BLM, 1990).

Your comment was considered during preparation of the
final LEIS.

Your comment was considered during preparation of the
final LEIS.

Your comment was considered during preparation of the
final LEIS.
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that small (mom & pop) ranching operations are not economic. |t appears the U.S. Government wants
each family unit today to work 2 jobs in the city/metroplex to get by, leaving the range land for big
business or the environmentalists.

3.1-20/5-12

Minerals

The statements “Some oil and gas potential exists in Otero County.” and “These reserves may become
more economically viable for production, depending on market conditions™ need to be reworded, and
expanded. Why is there not more detail here about past mining in the Jarilla Mountains, quarrying, and
recent Oil and Gas activities in Otero County and the surrounding geological province (RO1)? For an
evaluation covering the next 50 yrs. this information is important. (See attachment 3)

,24,960.00 acres under NM Federal Leases
7000,480.00 acres under suspended Federal Leases
166.080.00 acres under NM State Lease

84.480.00 acres unleased State Leases

6,351.49 acres under Fee Leases (N.M.)
440,640.00 acres under TX ULS Leases

400 line miles of 2D seismic shot in TX

5 line miles of 2D seismic shot in NM

540 line miles of 2D seismic proposed in NM

25 square miles of 3D seismic proposed in NM
1 well drilled in TX

1 discovery well drilied in NM with additional wells delayed by BLM

procedures and low product pricing.
$7,000,000.00 Estimated Industry expenditures in the area {ROI) since 1996.

3.1-22/32-41 Aesthetics and Visual Resources
Are all buildings on Federal Land painted with the recommended BLM color to match the environment?

3.4 Utilities

3.4-1/8-Water Supply

Water Supply details are given here about pipelines, delivery capacities and water use. Do each of the
major water pipelines have an established ROW? Have archeological surveys been done?

3.4-2/14-Wastewater Treatment

Are the wastewater ponds on McGregor Range netted to protect migratory and resident birds? During
July-September brief, heavy rainstorms frequently cause localized flooding. Are the Army installations at
McGregor Range all in compliance with storm water waste run-off statues?

3.4-2/45 Energy
A gas transmission pipeline (27) with distribution system is already in place at McGregor Range Camp
similar to that which any Oil and Gas Operation would need to build.

3.4-3/1-9

Commercial telephone services originate off Range. Is there an existing buried or above ground ROW?
Do DSN trunk lines and any newly-constructed fiber optic cables have an approved ROW (Arch'd and
ES).

3.5 Earth Resources

3.5-2

Figure 3.5-1 Mineral and Energy Resources in the McGregor Range Area ofTexas and New Mexico need
better research. Many oil and gas wells are missing in Texas. Numerous water-test wells are missing
from the recognized geothermal area.

169.

170.

171.

172.

173.

174.

175.

The text in the Land Use section was modified to add a
cross reference as follows: “Additional information regarding
mineral and energy resources is provided in Section 3.5,
Earth Resources, and Appendix C.”

The referenced section is describing the feature categories
of aesthetic and visual resources. A description of the
existing aesthetics and visual resources is presented in
Section 3.1.5.1 and 3.1.5.2. All the buildings are not painted
a specific color, but rather are maintained to fit the cultural
landscape and remain as unobtrusive as is practical.

The McGregor Range pipelines date from the early 1900s,
prior to requirements for ROWs and archeological surveys.
However, about 30 percent of the range has been surveyed
for cultural resources as discussed in Section 3.9.

The sewage treatment lagoons on McGregor Range are not
netted to protect birds. In fact, the lagoon at McGregor
Range Camp has become a miniature wildlife refuge,
abounding in birds. Range facilities are in compliance.

Your comment was considered during preparation of the
final EIS and has become a part of this public comment
response document for congressional review.

However, as stated in Section 3.1.2.2, ROWs are not
required for infrastructure constructed by the Army within
McGregor Range, such as telephone or utility distribution
lines. Yes, ROWs are granted for commercial telephone or
utility lines originating off-range that enter onto the range.

Four wells in Texas, 6 to 10 miles from the McGregor Range
boundary, were not included on the figure. Since completion
of the Draft LEIS, the geothermal test wells have been
located by the Global Positioning System (GPS). The wells
will be added to Fig. 3.5-1.
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3.5-3

Table 3.5-1. Mining Districts in the Vicinity of McGregor Range

This listing of mining districts with descriptions gives some production values. Are these referenced in
current dollars? Are there any reserve figures to go along with the production values you have quoted?

3.5-4/45

Qil and Gas

The Army lists the important factors for an area to have commercial oil and gas production: the presence
and volume of source rocks; the degree of maturation of the source rocks; the availability of reservoir
rocks; and the availability of stratigraphic or structural features to trap the migrating oil and gas, but goes
on with practically no delail about each of these factors. The NM Bureau of Mines and Mineral
Resources has provided the Army with informalion conceming the presence and maturation of source
rocks on the Range. This information should be combined with lab geochemistry to get hydrocarbon
yields and an estimate of the amount of hydrocarbons that could be or have been generated in the area.

3.5-911

Tularosa Basin should not be used here in reference to Paleozoic rocks. The proper term is Orogrande
Basin. The Tularosa Basin refers to a Tertiary age fault-bounded valley, which only somewhat coincides
with the older geology.

3.5-9/2

To the oil and gas industry the number of wells drilled in the Tularosa valley would hardly be called
numercus. No statements are made here about the actual number of welis drilied or weli density. No
statements are made conceming the dates many of these were drilied and the level of petroleum
technolegy that existed at that time. Many dry or non-commercial wells have been drilied in other basins
or plays {such as the Rocky Mountain Overthrust Belt) before an initial discovery changed thinking and
opened up a large producing province.

3.5-9/16-18
The statement presented here is misieading; the Otero Mesa—Diablo Plateau is not entirely undesiain by
the flanks and core of the Pedemal Uplift and source rocks are abundant in some areas.

3.5-9/20-26

Staternents presented here are probably correct in an overall vague sense. Large pre-Tertiary single
reservoir hydrocarbon traps would have poor preservation due to Tertiary destructive processes.
However, smailer traps such as fluvial-deltaic sandstones and carbonate phylloid algal mounds could
easily be intact. Those same destructive processes could have also created secondary migration traps,
new reservoirs such as igneous sills, or jumpstarted the hydrocarbon source rocks (“ the kitchen®) into
generating oif and natural gas. Hydrocarbons do exist in similar settings to the Tularosa Valley (Railroad
Valley, Nevada) and Otero Mesa. The commercial gas discovery at Bennett Ranch and new technology
may just now be leading the industry into opening up many new fields in the Orogrande Basin. As for the
size ranges given by the Army here, this is just speculation. Will there only ever be one commercial gas
well in the Basin? it couid be equally fikely that quite a few 1-10 MMBO/10-60BCFG fields could exist
under McGregor Range.

3.8-11/1 Hueco Mountains
Why is there no Rapter paragraph here as with the other areas?

3.9-3/23 Historic Architectural Resources
There is no listing here for the 21 historic resources mentioned. Is the 100-yr. old water pipeline and
earthen dam system on Ctero Mesa considered part of these resources?

4.1-2/29

176.

177.

178.

179.

180.

181.

The production values in the table are shown in actual
dollars, a common practice, rather than in current dollars.
Reserve figures were not available.

Collection and analysis of data as recommended are beyond
the scope of the LEIS and the Mineral and Energy Resource
Assessment (U.S. Army, 1998g), prepared by Mariah and
Associates and the New Mexico Bureau of Mines and
Mineral Resources, for the application to renew the
McGregor Range land withdrawal.

The comment is technically correct, but the use of “Tularosa
Basin” is not incorrect. The Tularosa Basin (or Tularosa
Valley) is a formally recognized geographic feature having
surface expression, in addition to being a geologic structural
feature. The Orogrande basin is not recognized as a
geographic feature, although it is a geologic structural
feature. In order not to confuse a mostly nontechnical
audience, “Tularosa Basin” will be retained as a geographic
location, but the sentence will be reworded to read,
“Paleozoic source and reservoir rocks underlie the Tularosa
Basin....”

“Numerous...wells” will be replaced with “several.” The
information on oil and gas exploration in the Tularosa Basin
in the LEIS is a general summary and does not go into
specific detail. The information was obtained from the most
recent appraisals available.

The comment is unclear. The referenced statement neither
says nor infers that the Otero Mesa-Diablo Plateau is
entirely underlain by the flanks and core of the Pedernal
uplift. As for the abundance of source rocks, there does
appear to be disagreement in opinion between LEIS sources
(Black, 1975; King and Harder, 1985) and the reviewer.

The comment is valid for the referenced part of the
paragraph; however the second half of the paragraph does
acknowledge the possible presence of smaller reservoirs
and the optimism generated by recent exploration.

Continued on Next Page
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Continued
182.

A discussion of raptors in the Hueco Mountains has been
added to the text.

Most of the 21 historic resources are identified and
discussed in Appendix E, Cultural Resources, of the LEIS.
The water pipelines and dirt tanks on McGregor Range
probably are not considered historical architectural
resources because the original pipelines have been rebuilt
and expanded several times. Some of the older tanks may
still exist in their original form, although most have been
rebuilt or are destroyed.
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The Otero County Comprehensive Land Use Policy Plan mentioned here is of what status and
importance? Will it be adopted? When?

4.5-5/45-

Earth Resources at the USAF tactical target complex on Ctero Mesa will be significantly impacted. This
is not stressed enough anywhere in the text. The Military will be sculpting the land with blades and
bulidozers before bombing, strafing and exploding the relatively virgin 8+ sq. mi. area.

4.5-8/38-40

A general statement is given here that as the amount of restricted land increases so does the adverse
impact to the availability of energy and mineral resources. The Orogrande Basin encompasses roughly
11,000 sq. miles in southern New Mexico and far West Texas. Over 4,000 sq. miles of those same acres
are currently restricted to any kind of oil and gas exploration by the Federal government. If the U.S.A.
wants to maintain a domestic hydrocarbon industry and production over the next 50 years areas like
McGregor Range must be opened up and investigated.

The above comments are HEYCO's abbreviated thoughts on the Draft McGregor Range LEIS, due to
the fact HEYCO received the draft document on October 26, 1998 and had approximately 68 business
days (106 total days less 30 days made up of weekends and an estimated 8 days for Thanksgiving,
Christmas and New Years holidays) between the date of receipt and February 9, 1999 to review over
600+ pages of information that surely took the staff of McGregor Range several years to compile. This
time frame is not sufficient for an independent oil and gas producer with limited staff, such as HEYCO, to
give sufficient and comprehensive comments to such an important issue as the McGregor Range
Renewal. HEYCO would have certainly appreciated more sufficient time for its staff to make personal
visits to Fort Bliss to gain knowledge of critical information needed to use toward its review of the Draft
LEIS, as well as the time needed to research public information for all aspects of McGregor Range ang
Otero County in general. There are several documents mentioned in the Draft LEIS that are not included
in the Draft and are not available to industry without a trip to Fort Bliss, Texas. In any event, HEYCQ will
be anxiously waiting for the Final LEIS to arrive. Thank you for your cooperation and immediate attention
to this response. If you have any questions conceming this response, please call Steve Yates, Vice
President, Gordon Yahney, Geologist, or me at 505/623-6601.

Very truly yours,

Zoorien ) Loy

Vernon D, Dyer, CPL #3174
Land Manager

GKY:VDD/dIm
Enclosures

McGregarleis.dac/A orogrande

184.

185.

186.
187.

188.

This first Draft Otero County Comprehensive Plan (March
1998) is currently being reviewed by the State of New
Mexico. Following approval by the State, the Plan will be
finalized by the county planning commission and the citizen
working group. Then the County Commission will vote on
adopting the Plan. Once adopted, the Plan would reflect the
county’s official policy and recommended use of lands within
its boundary (excluding municipalities). The Plan would
provide a basis for evaluating the effects of proposed
activities on the public lands relative to the county’s goals for
land use and development. Public lands would continue to
be managed by their appropriate state and federal land
managers in accordance with all applicable land
management and environmental laws.

The potential environmental impacts resulting from the
USAF tactical target complex on Otero Mesa are
summarized in Section 4.5.1.2. More detailed evaluation is
presented in the Final EIS, Proposed Expansion of German
Air Force Operations at HAFB, New Mexico.

Thank you for your comment.

The NEPA requires a 45-day minimum comment period for a
Draft EIS.

Several of the documents referenced in the LEIS such as
the Mineral and Energy Resource Assessment of the
McGregor Range (U.S. Army, 1998g), the McGregor Range
Water Requirements and Resources Assessment (U.S.
Army, 1998f), the McGregor Range Land Use Study (U. S.
Army, 1998e), the McGregor Range Economic Report (U.S.
Army, 1998m), the Fort Bliss TADC (U.S. Army, 1998d), the
Fort Bliss INRMP (U.S. Army, 1998b), the Fort Bliss ICRMP
(U.S. Army, 1998c), and the Fort Bliss Mission and Master
Plan PEIS (U.S. Army, 1998a), were provided to the
following libraries: El Paso Public Library; Irving Schwartz
Public Library; Westside Branch Library; Branigan Memorial
Library; Dell City Library; Alamogordo Library; New Mexico

Continued on Next Page
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188. Continued

State University, Bramson Library; New Mexico State
University, Roswell Library; University of Texas at El Paso
Library; Cloudcroft Library. In addition, other documents
referenced in the LEIS have been provided to various area
libraries by the agencies that prepared them such as the
USAF.

JudWNIO( Asuodsay pue JuUIWWO)) I[qNJ [EMBIPYIAA PUBT dSuey J10331D)IA



McGregor Range Land Withdrawal Public Comment and Response Document

= W N

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

Page 1

STATE OF NEW MEXICO COUNTY OF OTERO

IN THE MATTER OF THE SCOPING MEETING )
CONCERNING McGREGOR RANGE, MILITARY LAND)
WITHDRAWAL DRAFT LEGISLATIVE )
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT )

TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS

January 12, 1989

BE IT REMEMBERED that on January 12, 1999, at 6:30 PM at
the ALAMOGORDCO CIVIC CENTER, 800 East First Street, Alamogordo,
New Mexico, a public meeting was held before RON RUFFENACH,
Public Affairs Manager, U.S5. Army Corps of Engineers and the
following transcript was produced by R. JAN WIMBERLY, a Court
Reporter and Notary Public within and for the State of New

Mexico.
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MR. RUFFENACH: Let me begin by welcoming
everyone this evening. This is a public hearing on the
McGregor Range Military Land Withdrawal Draft Legislative
Environmental Impact Statement. My name’s Ron Ruffenach and I
will be facilitating this evening’s meeting.

This hearing is being held in accordance with the
provisions of the National Environmental Policy Act, or NEPA,
and the regulations that are published by the Councll on
Environmental Quality. The purpose of this hearing is to
receive your comments about the adequacy of the environmental
analysis and the environmental impacts associated with the
proposals that were studied in the Draft Legislative
Environmental Impact Statement, or DLEIS.

Before proceeding with the overview briefings this
evening, I would like to explain my role. I do work for the
U.S. Army. I have had no involvement in the development of
this document, however, my role this evening is simply to
facilitate this meeting and to have a fair, ordinarily and
impartial hearing, and more importantly, to provide everyone
who would like to speak an opportunity to do so.

This hearing will be conducted in two parts. The
first part will begin with a brief presentation by the Army and
the Bureau of Land Management. Dr. Andy Vliet and Mr. Tim
Sanders will discuss the findings of the DLEIS and the

importance of your participation at this hearing, whether by
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providing oral or written comments tonight, or by simply
listening to our presentations and providing your comments
later,

The second part of the hearing takes up the remainder
of the evening. This will be your time to come up to the
microphone and present your comments on the draft document. 1In
order to accommodate everyone who would like to speak, we will
limit individual comments to five minutes. Elected officials
and their representatives will have ten minutes. The time
limits are necessary so that everyone who wants to speak will
have an opportunity to do so. If you didn’'t sign up to speak
when you first arrived this evening at the registration table,
you can do so during the short break that we will take
following the presentations. The speaker cards can be found at
the registration table.

However, if you do not wish to speak, we encourage
you to submit your comments in writing and we will give more
information on that later, as to when the comment period ends
and where you can mail those comments. Comment forms, there’s a
table here to my right where you can get those comment sheets
and it has an address on there where you can mail those back to
us. We’ll be talking more about that later on in the evening.

We will take, again, a short break between the
presentations and the actual comment period, so that if you

have any questions that you want to get clarified from any of

DAMA'S REPORTING SERVICE
P.0. Box 2022, Alamogordo, New Mexico 88310
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the speakers, you can do so at that time. I would like to now
introduce our presenters. Dr. Andy Vliet, the program manager
for the McGregor Range Renewal and Mr. Tim Sanders is the
interagency coordinator for the BLM Las Cruces field office.

Also with us we have a court reporter this evening
because the proceedings for this evening’s meetings are
documented and do in fact become part of the final record.
With that, I will turn the meeting over to Dr. Andy Vliet with
the presentation on the Draft LEIS. If I could please have the
lights down.

DR. VLIET: Thanks, Ron. As he said, my name is
Andy Vliet, I'm the program manager for the McGregor Range
Renewal. I'm the guy behind the mailings that you may have
been getting. And I’ve been fortunate to meet with a lot of
you in circumstance less formal, maybe over coffee or something
like that here in town.

Tonight I'm going to briefly discuss the results of
the Environmental Impact Analysis that we’ve undertaken over
the past year. But before I get into that, I'd like to take a
minute and go over a little bit of background on the McGregor
Range Land Withdrawal process, of which this Draft LEIS is a
part.

The Military Land Withdrawal Act of 1986 authorized
the use of McGregor Range for military purposes through the

year 2001, and requires, among other things, preparation of an
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Environmental Impact Statement to address the effects of
continuing the withdrawal, in this case for 50 years until
2051, if there is a continuing need for the range.

The Army believes that there is a continuing need for
the military training and testing activities that take place on
this range, and has filed an application for extension of the
withdrawal. The application includes several studies and
reports in addition to the LEIS. These studies and reports are
submitted to the Department of the Interior and comprise the
case file for renewal of the land withdrawal.

That information, including proposed legislation
prepared by the Army and BIM, has been transmitted to Congress
for legislative action prior to November 2001. Congress makes
a decision, through its legislation, on the future of McGregor
Range. The Draft LEIS serves as a tool to evaluate
environmental effects of renewing the existing military land
withdrawal and the alternatives.

So with that as background, I’d like to provide you
with a summary of the findings of our Environmental Impact
Analysis for the continued withdrawal of McGregor Range. We
examined six alternatives, including our proposed action to
renew the withdrawal that currently exists and the no action
alternative, to let the withdrawal expire and the land return
to the public domain, that are currently subject to the

Military Lands Withdrawal Act.
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We also did an analysis of environment impacts of
four other alternatives to the proposed action, including one
that was proposed during scoping. Each alternative describes
different portions of McGregor that Congress could renew and
what lands could return to the public domain.

The Army has been conducting studies to identify
potential contamination on McGregor Range. Prior to the return
of currently withdrawn land under any alternative, the
Secretary of the Army would need to prepare a report on lands
that may be contaminated with explosive, toxic or other
hazardous substances, and then decide, in conjunction with the
Secretary of the Interior, what level of cleanup is feasible
given different future uses and relative risks.

Following this decision, the Army would continue with
studies and pursue cleanup actions at McGregor Range to the
extent resources are available. The LEIS alternatives are
compared to the existing or baseline environment in 14 broad
categories of environmental resources, including land use,
water resources, biological resources, noise, cultural
resources and socioeconomics. Here's a summary highlighting
the main findings of our enviromnmental analysis for each of the
six alternatives.

Under Alternative 1, the proposed action, Congress
would renew the McGregor Range land withdrawal under the same

conditions as provided for in Public Law 99-606. McGregor

DAMA’S REPORTING SERVICE
P.0O. Box 2022, Alamogordo, New Mexico 88310
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Range currently encompasses approximately 697,472 acres of
land, 608,000 of which are withdrawn under Public Law. The
Army owns 71,000 acres in fee and uses 18,000 acres of U.S.
Forest Service land as a safety buffer for ground training.
This additional acreage is not inciuded in the withdrawal but
would continue to be used through an agreement with the Forest
Service. There would be no change for the McGregor Range
boundary under the proposed action.

If Alternative 1 is chosen, impacts to environmental
resources will not change significantly from current
conditions, but there could be a slight increase in water
demand on public supplies in El Pasoc if use of McGregor Range
Camp increases during the renewal period. Land management
would continue as present, including continuation of
nonmilitary land uses and the beneficial effects of the
regional economy.

Operationally, military activities would continue and
could expand in the future as additional training needs arise.
Any potential new military uses of McGregor Range would require
additional project-specific environmental analysis.

Under Alternative 2, McGregor Range, the renewal of
McGregor Range would only include the Tularosa Basin and Otero
Mesa portions of McGregor Range. This is about 698,000 acres
of public land. Under this alternative, the land returned to

the public domain would total about 40,000 acres, it includes

DAMA‘S REPORTING SERVICE
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the Sacramento Mountain Foothills portion of McGregor Range,
and public land in the Culp Canyon Wildermess Study Area. The
Army would retain the fee-owned lands within the area returned
to public domain for specialized training.

Selection of this alternative would result in an
increase in public access to the Sacramento Mountain Foothills
area for nonmilitary users. There would be no significant
impacts to resources, such as biological resources or to public
safety. Impacts to military operations would include a 33%
reduction in Patriot Missile training scernarios, a reduction in
military ground activities in the Sacramento Mountain
Foothills. Training on Army owned land would continue.

Under Alternative 3, the withdrawal would include
approximately 429,000 acres of public land. This is in the
Tularosa Basin of McGregor Range. The area returned to the
public domain, about 180,000 acres, would include public land
on Otero Mesa and in the Sacramento Mountain Foothills portion
of McGregor Range. Culp Canyon Wilderness Study Area and the
McGregor Black Grama Grassland Area of Critical Envirommental
concern would be returned.

The withdrawn area of MeGregor Range would encompass
areas within the Tularosa Basin and the escarpment of Otero
Mega. Army owned property within the lands returned to the
public domain would be retained by the Army for specialized

training.
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If Alternative 3 is selected, military activity on
Otero Mesa would be reduced. The tactical target complex for
Holloman Air Force Base would no longer be used, resulting in
less aircraft noise for residents north and east of Otero
Mesa. The airspace over McGregor Range would continue to be
used for military aircraft training, however. Public access to
the returned areas would increase and there would be fewer road
closures of New Mexico Highway 506. There would be no
significant impact to other resources.

Operationally, the military would have an 89%
reduction in its Patriot Missile training scenario. There
would be a reduction in field training exercise sites, on-road
vehicle maneuver areas, and a reduction in ground training
activities in the Sacramento Mountain Foothills and on Otero
Mesa. Training on Army owned land would continue.

Alternative 4 would renew the withdrawal of about
365,000 acres for continued military use. This includes the
Tularosa Basin portion of McGregor Range south of New Mexico
Highway 506. This alternative would not renew the withdrawal
of any portion of McGregor Range north of New Mexico Highway
506 or on the Otero Mesa.

The lands returned to the public domain, about
244,000 acres, are comprised of all the existing leased cattle
grazing units in currently withdrawn land, the Culp Canyon

Wilderness Study Area, and McGregor Black Grama Grassland Area
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of Critical Environmental Concern. The portion of grazing unit
2 south of New Mexico Highway 506 would be exchanged for the
area between New Mexice Highway 506 and grazing unit three.
Army owned property within the lands returned to the public
domain would be retained for specialized training.

Environmental impacts would be the same as under
Alternative 3, but there would be no closures of New Mexico
Highway 506 for military reasons. There would be a reduction
in aircraft noise because the land north of Highway 506 that
currently has a bombing range would be returned to the public
domain and the military use would cease. The tactical target
complex for Helloman Air Force Base on Oterc Mesa would also
cease to be used. However, military aircraft training in the
airspace over McGregor Range would continue.

From a military operational standpoint, impacts on
Patriot Missile training would be the same as under Alternative
3. There would be no military ground operations on public
lands on Otero Mesa and north of New Mexico Highway 506, but
training could continue on Army owned land within those areas.

Under Alternative 5, the no action alternative, there
would be no renewal of any portion of withdrawn lands on
McGregor Range. All currently withdrawn lands would return to
the public domain. Army owned parcels surrounded by public
land would be exchanged for public lands in the southern part

of McGregor Range to retain training capabilities and essential
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infrastructure around McGregor Range Camp, McGregor Ammunition
Supply Point, and the Meyer Range Complex. The installation
facilities on McGregor Range that would have to be relocated
elsewhere include the Orogrande Range, the SHORAD Range, and
the McGregor Range Firing Complex.

There would be no further military use of the land
returned to the public domain. Restricted airspace above the
land area would continue to be used for aircraft training by
military units in the region. In addition te the environmental
impacts that would occur if Alternative 4 were selected, there
could be increased soil erosion in the Tularosa Basin portion
of the range from cleanup activities and grazing under the No
Action Alternative.

However, erosion from military activities would be
less and there would be a reduction in noise associated with
military activities. Unless public access to portions of
Tularosa Basin is restricted prior to cleanup, there could be
increased safety risks. A minor economic impact would result
from the decrease in military employment and purchases.
Operationally, the military would continue aircraft training in
the airspace above McGregor, but there would be no military
ground operations except at the south end of the range.

Alternative 6 was developed using public comments
submitted during scoping. It was suggested that Congress

designate the Culp Canyon Wilderness Study Area as a Wilderness
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area. In addition, it was suggested that Congress designate
the Otero Mesa and Sacramento Mountain Foothills, including
in-holdings owned by the Army, as a National Conservation
Area. The affected Army owned in-holdings would be exchanged
for other public lands within McGregor Range.

This alternative would require future Congressional
action, separate from the Army’'s proposed renewal of the
military land withdrawal, and could alter management practices
associated with the area included in the National Conservation
Area. Existing grazing would continue to be available for
multiple uses, to the extent that these areas have productive
value. The land would be managed in accordance with public
land laws and Congressional specifications for the National
Conservation Area.

The area, as envisioned, could be designated along
with Alternatives 3, 4 or 5. Environmental impacts would be
the same as those that would occur if Alternative 3, 4 or 5
were selected, plus some changes to land use designations would
be required. Military operational impacts would be the same as
those under Alternative 3, 4 or 5, except that no military
training would occur within the National Conservation Area.

To sum up, the Draft LEIS did not identify any
significant environmental impacts with any of the alternatives
compared to current conditions. Operationally, the renewal is

needed to meet our nation’s training requirements now and into
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the future. As I mentioned earlier, the Congressional decision
for the Army'’'s proposal will be, in effect, the record of
decision for the LEIS.

Comments we receive tonight will be used to prepare
the final LEIS, which is scheduled for completion by ARugust of
this year. While the Military Lands Withdrawal Act only
required a draft document, we have chosen to complete a final
LEIS which considers public comment on the draft. The final
LEIS will be distributed to local libraries, individuals,
agencies, local government and organizations. All of your
comments on the Draft LEIS will be considered for the Final
LEIS.

Again, thank you for your time and coming out tonight
and I'1ll be followed by Mr. Tim Sanders from the BLM.

MR. SANDERS: Thank you, Andy. My name is Tim
Sanders, I‘'m the assistant field manager for the Las Cruces
office of the BLM. I would like to talk to you tonight about
the Bureau of Land Managment’s involvement in the McGregor
Range EIS. McGregor Range is a part of the public lands and is
administered jointly by the Las Cruces Field Office of the
Bureau of Land Management, Department of the Interior and the
U.S. Army, Fort Bliss.

The BLM manages McGregor Range much like the adjacent
public land, providing for such uses as public access, hunting

and livestock grazing. The BLM 1s a cooperating agency in the
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McGregor withdrawal project. 1In this capacity, the BLM has
reviewed the draft documents and provided input for development
of the withdrawal draft EIS.

McGregor Range offers an assortment of spectacular
natural resources. McGregor Range contains three distinct
regions. Going from the lower elevation to the higher, we have
the Tularosa Basin portion of McGregor Range, we alsc have the
Otero Mesa portion and the Mountain Foothills. The area of
McGregor Range known as Otero Mesa and the Mountain Foothills
contain some of New Mexico’s most spectacular cultural,
recreational, livestock, wildlife and biological resources.

Otero Mesa and the Foothills contains a nationally
recognized wilderness study area, the Culp Canyon Wilderness
Study area, a black grama grassland area of critical
environmental concern and extensive deer and antelope herds.
The area also provides an important grazing resource and is one
of the few military withdrawals where the public is allowed
access. As a co-manager of McGregor Range, the BLM has focused
its management on the protection and the enhancement of these
valuable public resources.

The Bureau of Land Management worked with Fort Bliss
to develop the EIS alternatives that were presented to you
tonight. Alternative 3, which would return Otero Mesa and the
Foothills to public land status is the alternative that is most

compatible with resource values and public use interests of the
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BLM.

Under Alternative 3, Oterc Mesa and the Mountain
Foothills would be returned to public land status and would be
avallable for unrestricted public uses. Congress will
ultimately select the boundary for McGregor Range Withdrawal.
Congress may very well select an alternative other than
Alternative 3, If this occurs, five major items should be
included in whichever alternative Congress ultimately selects.
I would like to go over those five major items with you
tonight.

The first of the five is that because of the
uniqueness of Otero Mesa and the Foothills, the alternative
selected must protect this valuable area.

Second, if an alternative rewithdrawing Otero Mesa
and the Foothills is selected, the alternative must restrict
the types of military missions which would be allowable on the
Otero Mesa and the Foothills.

Third, the existing 1990 Memorandum of Understanding
that exists between the BLM and the Army should be incorporated
into whatever alternative is selected. This would ensure
public access and continued natural resource management by the
Bureau of Land Management. Incorporation of the 1990 OMU would
clearly delineate management responsibility eon the range, and
would address allowable land and mineral uses, wildlife and

cultural resource protection measures and livestock grazing
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practices.

Fourth, the selected alternative must ensure
continued public access to the range.

And lastly, the withdrawal term should be
commensurate with the foreseeable uses of the Range. The Fort
Bliss Mission and Master Plan EIS indicates the military
planning horizon is usually 20-years. If there is a withdrawal
renewal, we believe it should be commensurate with the
military’s own 20-year planning horizon.

I would like to conclude tonight by saying the
publie, BLM and the Army have had a long relationship on
McGregor Range. This is a critical moment in determining the
fate of over one-half million acres of land in southern New
Mexico. It is crucial that the BLM and Army work at the local
level with the public's input and support to craft an
alternative which will protect the public use and the natural
resources of McGregor Range. Thank you very much.

MR. RUFFENACH: Thank you, Tim. And thank you
all for your attention. We realize that this is a very
complicated process and we welcome gquestions to clarify
information and to provide additional information during a
short term break that we’'re going to take before we start the
public comment period.

Once again, when we do return from that short break,

we will begin with elected officials, followed by those who
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registered in the order that they so indicated on those cards
when you came in. I will remind you, however though, that the
informal discussions that take place during the break and
following the meeting will not be deocumented by the court
reporter. So therefore, if you have something that you really
want included in the official record and you want considered in
comments on the draft document, you can provide those again
during the comment period at the mike or we strongly encourage
those to be provided to us in writing. And again, you can do
so by getting the address and the information from the comment
table here to my right.

Oral comments are no less important than the written
ones, so if you’re not comfortable speaking in front of others,
you can submit those, like I said, to us in writing. If you
have brought written comments, you can turn those in this
evening to me and I will make sure that they get incorporated
in the document. If you want to mail in a comment, the mailing
address is on the fact sheets that are at the different
stations. Again, the comment period ends February 9th, 1999.
Again, all those comments and all the proceedings from this
evening’s meeting and two follow-on meetings tomorrow night in
Las Cruces and Thursday night in El Paso will become part of
the final document.

And right now I’d like to limit our break, initially

we were scheduled for a 1l5-minute break, I‘d like to limit that
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to 10 minutes, if that's all right with everybody. I have 7:00
o’clock straight up, on the clock in the back of the room and
we’ll reconvene at ten after, thank you.

(Recess was taken.)

MR. RUFFENACH: I‘d like to begin the comment
period again for this evening. So far we have had nine people
who have expressed an interest to speak. Once we go through
those nine cards, I will do a call ouwt in case there’s anybody
in the audience who would like to make a comment. The comments
will be taken at this microphone here in the center aisle. And
when you come to that microphone, we ask that you speak very
clearly, stating your name and your address, so that that can
be documented by the court reporter.

During your comments we will give you a sign, the
lady sitting here in the front seat will show you a sign
indicating you have 30 seconds left. At that time, we’d ask
that you begin to draw your comments to a conclusion. And at
the end of five minutes, she will hold up another sign, asking
that you please stop.

Again, please restrict your comments to the document
that we're talking about, the Draft LEIS. Our first speaker
this evening is the Honorable Don Carrell, who is the Mayor of
the City of Alamogordo.

MAYOR: CARROLL: Thank you. First I'd like to

welcome you to Alamogordo and thank you for holding this public
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hearing here this evening. McGregor Range is vitally important
to our community and we appreciate the oppertunity to have our
community give their input for the continued withdrawal.

I would like to speak on behalf of the continued
withdrawal under Alternative 1. The City Commission recently
passed a resolution supporting Alternative 1 for the withdrawal
and I'11 give you a copy of that. We feel that Alternative 1,
which keeps it as it is today, is & workable plan, it gives
maximum flexibility to the military to continue the testing and
training that they do and will allow future testing and
training missions.

The current situation is a partnership with the
public and with BLM and that has worked well in the past and we
are confident that it will continue to work that way in the
future. So I would again say that the City Commission of the
City of Alamogorde is in support of Alternative 1.

MR. RUFFENACH: Thank you, Mr. Mayor. Our next
speaker is Bill Hornback.

MR. HORNBACK: I would like to hold for a minute
or two.

MR. RUFFENACH: I'm sorry, sir.

MR. HORNBACK: I’'d like to hold coff for a minute
or two.

MR. RUFFENACH: Our next speaker is George

Bussing. Mr. Bussing? Our next speaker is Mr. Bill Burt.
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of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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MR. BURT: Thank you very much. My name, again
is Bill Burt, I live here in Alamogordo and I’'m the chairman of
the Committee of 50 for Alamegorde. And I‘d like to go on
record saying that the Committee of 50 is in favor of
Alternative 1 for the continued withdrawal of McGregor Range.

Just like the Mayor commented, the cooperation
between the BLM and the Army has been there for several years.
With its continued use, continued withdrawal, we see that
continuing on. And we at the Committee of 50 would again like
to support Alternative 1 for the continued withdrawal.

MR. RUFFENACH: Thank you, Mr. Burt. Our next
speaker is Mr. Ray Quick.

MR. QUICK: I‘m Ray Quick, I spent the first few
years of my 1life out on MoGregor Range. The Army, most of the
fences and stuff, me and my dad built up in Culp Canyon and
stuff. The only -- I work for BLM, I work on their windmills.
With this Alternative 1, nobody has mentioned the German Air
Force coming in. With the range closed down where BLM can’t
take care of the water, the Army doesn’t care.

It’s been in the past, I suppose I've been working
for BLM about 20 years when they called me. Whenever the range
is closed, the Army does not care if deer are cut water, if
cows are out water, it makes no difference to the Army. And

it‘s not going to make any difference to these 50 in

Alamogordo, or the banks, they’re not going to be hurting.

DAMA 'S REPORTING SERVICE
P.0. Box 2022, Alamogordo, New Mexico 88310

190. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental

191.

analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.

The potential impacts resulting from GAF operations on
McGregor Range are summarized in Chapter 4 of the LEIS
and presented in more detail in the Final EIS, Proposed
Expansion of GAF Operations at HAFB, New Mexico. Under
Alternative 1, the BLM will continue to co-manage McGregor
Range, and will continue to have access to maintain the
water pipelines, tanks and other improvements.
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What's going to be hurting if the German Air Force moves out
there, you’'re not menticning that. In all of this, you’'re not
mentioning that.

There’s going to be a bumper zone around there where
BIM taps into the water., I was hoping more people would talk
before I said anything, but I know what’s going to happen I‘'ve
seen deer starving. When they took McGregor Range, then before
BLM took over and the ranchers, you know, they kicked the
ranchers out, the water all went dry. Deer was standing out
there starving, nobody cared.

When BLM took over, BLM is doing a very good job.
They're keeping water in. If you extend it where they can’t
work on pipeline for five days a week during the daytime, if
water goes down, your deer is going to starve, your cattle are
going to starve and there won’'t be anything.

In this other alternative to make it a wilderness
area, without somebody maintaining the pipeline there is no
water on McGregor, except for mud tanks. You give five years
without cattle watering in the mud tank, a mud tank goes dry,
it won’t hold. There will be no deer. There will be no
antelope in the center of it, they will have to go elsewhere to
get water,

BLM is doing a good job, they’'re keeping everything
going good, but if you make it to where they can’t get in there

at any time except on the weekends, that’s not enough time. A
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cow in the summertime or a deer can die within a week. And the
Army does not care. The Army does not care that a well is down
and stock is out of water. They have a man on 506 and they
won’t let me go through anytime.

That’s just about all I have to say, except BLM is
doing a good jok and I don’t think you should let the German
Air Force use it. I was in the Air Forece, I have nothing
against the American military. I do have something against
training foreign troops on our scoil. And I think you've
probably got some more people that’s going to say something
about that. But you guys are not mentioning what's going on.

Now, I think you’'re going te get what you want, this
is not going to make any difference. We‘re just here because
you have to do this. And you’'re going to do what you want to
do, but a few of us are going to protest. Thank you.

MR. RUFFENACH: Thank you, Mr. Quick. Our next
speaker is Colleen Van Winkle.

MS. VAN WINKLE: Hi, I‘m Colleen Van Winkle and
I'm with the Alamogordeo Chamber of Commerc¢e and the Otero
County Economic Development Council at 1301 North White Sands
Boulevard here in Alamogordo. And on behalf of the Board of
Directors of the Alamogordo Chamber of Commerce and the Board
of Directors of Otero County Economic Development, we are for
Alternative No. 1, the continued use of McGregor Range for both

the public and the military. Thank you.
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MR. RUFFENACH: Thank you. Our next speaker is
Doug Sandifer.

MR. SANDIFER: Doug Sandifer, 240 Hamilton, just
speaking for myself, not an organization or anything.

Basically a hunter. I like Alternative 4 for the simple fact
that Highway 506 will not be closed, that area north of there
would be open to hunting and any other activity and the range
would stay south of that. There would be no disruption of the
public functions in that area, hunting or otherwise. That's
basically what I'd like to say. Thank you.

MR. RUFFENACH: Thank you, sir. Our next speaker
is Mr. Ed Buck.

MR. BUCK: My name is Ed Buck, I‘m an attorney at
law here, 1701 10th Street. Life long resident of this county,
who worked on a ranch out on the mesa. I would like to thank
you for the hearing. I'd like to thank you for the fairness of
considering different alternatives. I would like to ask you to
keep fairness in mind.

I think that this county has other interests than
just commercial, but we do want to see our economy prosper.
And I see prosperity here through the German activity, which I
do not see as a threat to our security of our country. They’ve
been in El1 Paso a long time, we’ve had troops over there and
they seem to be law abiding citizens here. I think they can

contribute to our economy.
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However, I would like to point out that if it might
seem to some government agency that if the government just pays
for land down there in the mesa, then no one should care. And
if the government agency feels that way, they do not understand
the people in this county. Because that area is some of the
finest grazing country and wildlife ccuntry in the State of New
Mexico and possibly this entire region. It is something
unique.

And we wonder, we raise a reasonable question about
why you must use some of the finest grazing land to bomb on,
when there is other barren land that is not that unique. We
raise that reasonable question.

The other thing I, as an individual, would like to
know, which of these alternatives allow the Patriot exercises,
which do not and which of these alternatives allow the German
Air Force and which do not. I haven’t seen that tonight and I
haven’'t been involved in all of these meetings.

There’s another point that I would like to raise that
always has concerned me. The McGregor Range activity withdraws
600,000 acres from our county, from our tax base. It involves
our wildlife. It involves military uses, during these big
military exercises, of our highway with a lot of heavy military
equipment. And it has a major effect on our county but we do

not get much of the economic benefit of it.

The Army stations all their troops in El Paso. They
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The ROD for the Final EIS, Proposed Expansion of GAF
Operations at HAFB, New Mexico, describes rationale for
the decision to place the tactical target complex on the Otero
Mesa portion of McGregor Range. The MOA between the
USAF and the BLM describes the agencies’ commitment to
public access, grazing management, cultural resources,
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs), the Culp
Canyon WSA, and fire management. These documents are
provided in Appendix A of the LEIS.

Chapter 2, Description of Proposed Action and Alternatives,
describes the activities that would or would not be included
in each alternative.
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do all their procurement in El Paso. They do their
construction contracting with contractors in Texas. And they
station their troops down there and we get nothing. We would
like to know 1f the New Mexico communities will get some of the
economic impact if we give you 600,000 acres of our county.

The military, I'm speaking, I'm saying you and I don’t mean to
make it personal. I'm saying the government is taking this
acreage from our tax base and it affects other things and we
would like to get some of the economic impact.

The other thing that I’ve noticed over the years
about economic¢ -- about environmental studies that have been
done for these military establishments is that very seldom do
we get a study and the report and a commitment from the
government about what will happen if you withdraw and leave
us. We don’t see that in these environmental studies and we
would like to ask for that. Thank you.

MR. RUFFENACH: Thank you, sir. I’'ll return to
Mr. Hornback. Are you prepared, sir?

MR. HORNBACK: My name is Bill Hornback, retired
military. I know some of the actions work day to day, but I
seem to have a problem with what’s going on today. Some of the
information incorporated within your EIS is flawed and not
complete and many half truths. Procedures concerning human
dimensions have not been realized within it. Legalities are

not fully complied with. Citizens are frustrated, fed up,
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The potential socioeconomic impacts resulting from the
alternatives are presented in Section 4.10. The Army
appreciates your involvement in the environmental analysis
process for the renewal of the McGregor Range military land
withdrawal. Your comment was considered during
preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part of this
public comment response document for congressional
review.

Under Alternative 5, No Action, the withdrawal of 608,385
acres of currently withdrawn land on McGregor Range would
not be renewed. There would be no further military use of
the land returned to the public domain. With a decreased
training capability, it is likely that a smaller number of military
units and personnel will spend time at Fort Bliss. It is highly
probable that decreased support will be required. Such
support would include the procurement of fewer goods and
services, mostly from the local economy.  Additional
information regarding the socioeconomic impacts of
implementing Alternative 5 are presented in Section 4.10.5.
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tired of being force fed by bureaucrats.

Alternative 4 is the only option that should be
supperted. I choose this option in hopes of reducing foreign
military presence in New Mexico. We do not need money that
bad. Thank you.

MR, RUFFENACH: Thank you, sir. Our final
speaker who registered early to speak is A.R. Torres.

MR. TORRES: Good evening, my name is Al Torres
or A.R. Torres. And I'm here mainly to advise whoever wants to
contact me, to contact me, I know about the ranges. I was the
territorial maintenance on McGregor Range, Fort Bliss, agent
supervisor. 1 was on those ranges for over 30 years, I know
how they were used. I know exactly how they were used, every
inch of them. I know where it’s dangerous, I know where it
isn‘t.

We had over 1600 miles of roads and fences
maintained. And right now you people may get something back,
Otero County may get something back, but they are not going to
get as much as they think. Alternative 4, if they get it,
they’'re lucky and I agree with it. We move north of 506,
define 506. There are two of them, define them, remove them,
give them to the public domain, not to wilderness.

If you give them to wilderness you're only making the
boundaries, the bordering properties rich. Timberon, Bug

Scuffle, Circle Cross, they become richer. Turn it back to the

DAMA'S REPORTING SERVICE
P.0. Box 2022, Alamogordo, New Mexico 88310

198. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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public. The Army can maintain better security in the McGregor
Range by separating with 506 and the boundary that cuts across
to the Hammond Ranch. I know where they are, I know every inch
of it and I would like to see that done. Thank you. Anybody
who wants to contact me, they can do it. Thank you.

MR. RUFFENACH: Thank you, Mr. Torres. Again,
that was our final speaker who registered to speak, I will now
ask if there’s anyone in the audience who would like to make a
comment, they may do so. Please raise your hand, so T can call
you in some orderly fashion. Sir? Please again, it’'s
important, since we do not have a card for you, to state your
name and your address.

MR. GOSLIN: My name is Clarence R. Goslin, Box
1083 Alamogordo. I am very much in again, they have never
mentioned the Air Force needing the bombing range out there.

If our troops need the ground out there to train on, it is
fine. For the Germans, I say no. And this 50 party went
around helping them. If they've got any grandkids, they better
go to thinking, instead of thinking about the dollar and go to
thinking about their grandkids because they're going to be
fighting them again.

I don’t think that they out to be allowed
whatsoever., 1 think that they ocught to allow the people go out
there and hunt or do whatever they like, graze their livestock

out there, county gets all the tax. That's all.

DAMA’S REPORTING SERVICE
P.0. Box 2022, Alamogordo, New Mexico 88310
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MR. RUFFENACH: Thank you, sir. Anyone else?
Not seeing any other hands or anyone interested in speaking --
excuse me, sir. Please, I'm sorry.

MR. YAHNEY: My name is Gordon Yahney and I'm a
geologist with Harvey Yates Company. I live in Roswell, New
Mexico. I’'m involved in the oil and gas industry. I was
partially or directly responsible for a gas discovery that’s
been made a couple of miles west of Alamo Mountain, which is,
oh, 10 or 15 miles east of McGregor Range along the south
border of the state line.

I guess I'm here as a proponent for multiple use for
McGregor Range that includes oil and gas exploration. I think
that the oll and gas reserve estimates that were part of the
LEIS were grogsly understated. And that, you know, I really
wouldn’t be here unless I thought that there was more oil and
gas potential out there and more reserves to be found.

I think oil and gas activities are not incompatible
with the McGregor Range activities, and that any alternative
that is picked by the Congress or whatever should include o0il
and gas exploration activities as part of that legislation.
And that’s basically my statement.

MR. RUFFENACH: Thank you very much, sir.
Appreciate it. Anyone else? Yes, ma’am.

MS. MILLICAN: My husband just said you're going

to talk? You don’t know what you’re talking about. 1I‘'m Janie

DAMA'S REPORTING SERVICE
P.0. Box 2022, ARlamogordo, New Mexico 88310

199. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental

analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Oil and gas reserve estimates on
McGregor Range are discussed in Section 3.5.
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Millican, I live in High Rolls.

MR. RUFFENACH: Closer to the microphone.

MS. MILLICAN: Closer to the mike, okay. I live
up in High Rolls and one of my concerns is that I would like to
see either 3 or 4, where the Otero Mesa is not used as a
bombing range or have the planes fly over. And it’s purely
selfish, we moved up to the mountains in order te have guiet
and when the planes come over the top of us in Haynes Canyon,
we’ve had some blasts where they break the sound barrier that
knocked dishes out of the counters and so on.

And I think that we need to take more into
consideration, that there’s ranchers out there who are raising
their children and the noise factor, because I agree with
people I hear, that we have not mentioned Otero as a bombing
range and yet it seems like that’s what we’re working towards.
To give this, if we go with No. 1, then that gives the military
the right to go ahead and use that as the Otero bombing range.
And if they do, it will impact upon the lives of the people.
And I personally feel the government has way too much public
land under their control.

So my opinion is that we do need to take some of that
back for our use. There's a whale of a lot of territory out
there that it seems to me like they could find someplace for
the German Army to drop their bombs and do their tralining

without getting into this beautiful Otero Mesa and the other

DAMA'S REPORTING SERVICE
P.0. Box 2022, Alamogordo, New Mexico 88310

200. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental

analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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area up there. Thank you.

MR, RUFFENACH: Thank you, ma‘'am. I'11l do a last
call and then if I put my head down, T’'ll see another arm go
up. With that, that concludes our comment period for this
evening. Again, the address on the screen is most important
for those of you who wish to continue to provide us input on
the Draft LEIS. Also I would encourage you this evening to
take advantage of a number of the people who are here, who are
involved in the writing of that document.

Again, your discussions, if you want them to be part
of the permanent record, those informal discussions will not be
part of that public record. But I will ask the court reporter
to stay on for a few minutes following our meeting and if you'd
like to go up and present a comment to her directly, you may do
so. However, we really do encourage you tc put your comments
in writing. You can use the forms provided on the table. And
again, the comment period closes February 9th.

On behalf of the Army and BLM, thank you for spending
time with us this evening and thank you for providing your
comments.

(Hearing adjourned at approximately 7:30 PM.)

DAMA‘S REPORTING SERVICE
P.0O. Box 2022, Alamogordo, New Mexico 88310
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STATE OF NEW MEXICO )
) s8 Reporter’s Certificate

COUNTY OF QTERO )

I, R. JAN WIMBERLY, CCR No. 13 within and for the
State of New Mexico, do hereby certify that the foregoing and
attached Transcript of Proceedings of the Public Meeting held
January 12th, 1999, at 6:30 o’clock P.M., was reported by me,
and that the transcript is a true and accurate record of the

meeting, to the best of my knowledge, skill and ability.

i bt
iéz 13

R. Janlazggerly, CCR .
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MR. RUFFENACH: Let me begin by
welcoming you here this evening. This is a public
hearing on the McGregor Range Military Land
Withdrawal Draft Legislative Environmental Impact
Statement.

My name is Ron Ruffenach, and I will be
facilitating this evening's meeting. This meeting
is being held in accordance with the provisions of
the National, NEPA, and the regulations that are
published by the Council on Environmental Quality.

The purpose of this hearing is to receive your
comments about the adequacy of the environmental
analysis, the environmental impact associated with
the proposals that were studied in the Draft
Legislative Environmental Impact Statement, or
DLEIS.

Before proceeding with the opening briefings, I
would like to explain my role. I do work for the
U.S. Army; however, I have had no involvement in the
development of this document. My role here this
evening is simply to make sure we have a fair,
orderly and impartial hearing, and that everyone who
wishes to speak has opportunity to do so.

This hearing will be conducted in two parts.

The first part will begin with a brief presentation

ELSIE R. PORTER, CERTIFIED COURT REPORTER
LAS CRUCES, NEW MEXICO 523-8233
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by the Army and the Bureau of Land Management. Dr.
Andy Vliet and Mr. Tim Sanders will discuss the
findings of the DLEIS and the importance of your
participation in this hearing, whether by providing
oral or written comments tonight or simply by
listening this evening and providing your comments
later.

The second part of the hearing will take up the
remainder of the evening. This will be your time to
come up to the microphone and present your comments
on the draft document. 1In order to accommodate
everyone who wishes to speak, we will limit
individual comments to five minutes. Elected
officials and their representatives will have 10
minutes. The time limits are necessary so that
everyone wanting to speak will have the opportunity
to do so. And also, we are conducting this meeting
in the exact same format and fashion that we
conducted the last one last evening in Alamogordo
and the one tomorrow night in El1 Paso.

When you signed in this evening, you were asked
whether or not you'd like to speak, and we will
provide everyone, even though you may not have
indicated on the card, an opportunity to do so at

the end of the meeting. You can also provide your

ELSIE R. PORTER, CERTIFIED COURT REPORTER
LAS CRUCES, NEW MEXICO 523-8233
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comments to us in writing. And there is a comment
table in the left-hand corner of the room in the
back, my left, where you can take that comment sheet
and provide your comments. You can leave those here
this evening or, again, you can mail then in to the
address on that sheet. BAnd we'll have the address
posted on screen later this evening, and we'll talk
a little bit more about the time the comment period
ends.

I'd like to now introduce our presenters. Dr.
Andy Vliet is the program manager for the McGregor
Range, New Mexico. And Mr. Tim Sanders is
interagency coordinator in the BLM Las Cruces field
cffice. Also sitting up here this evening is Col.
Jeff Gault, who is the chief of staff at Fort
Bliss.

You'll also notice in the front of the room
there is a court reporter. The comments made this
evening and the complete documentation of this
meeting are going to be handled by the court
reporter, and they will in fact become part of the
permanent record. So with that, let me turn it over
to Dr. Andy Vliet.

DR. VLIET: Hi, my name is Dr. Andy

Vliet, and I'm the program manager for the McGregor

ELSIE R. PORTER, CERTIFIED COURT REPORTER
LAS CRUCES, NEW MEXICO 523-8233
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Range Renewal. I've had a chance previously to
visit with you, and it's kind of good to see you all
again.

Tonight, I'm going to briefly discuss the
results of the environmental impact analysis that we
have undertaken over the past year. But before I
get into that, I'd like to take a minute to go over
a little bit of background on the McGregor Range
land withdrawal process of which this draft LEIS is
a part.

The Military Lands Withdrawal Act of 1986
authorized the use of McGregor Range for military
purposes through the year 2001 and requires, among
other things, preparation of an environmental impact
statement to address the effects of continuing the
withdrawal, in this case for 50 years, until 2051,
if there is a continuing need for McGregor Range.

The Army believes that there is a continuing
need for the military training and testing
activities that take place on the range and has
filed an application for extension of the
withdrawal. The application includes several
studies and reports in addition to the LEIS. These
studies and reports are submitted to the Department

of Interior and comprise a case file for renewal of

ELSIE R. PORTER, CERTIFIED COURT REPORTER
LAS CRUCES, NEW MEXICO 523-8233
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the land withdrawal. That information, including
proposed legislation prepared by the Army and the
BLM, is transmitted to Congress for legislative
action prior to November 2001.

Congress makes this decision through legislation
on the future of McGregor Range. The draft LEIS
serves as a tool to evaluate the environmental
effects of renewing the existing military land
withdrawal and reasonable alternatives. So with
that as background, I'd like to provide you with a
summary of the findings of our environmental impact
analysis for the continued withdrawal of McGregor
Range.

We examined six alternatives, including our
proposed action to renew the withdrawal as it
currently exists, and the no-action alternative to
let the withdrawal expire and return to the public
domain lands that are currently subject to the
Military Lands Withdrawal Act.

We also did an analysis of environmental impacts
of four other alternatives to the proposed action,
including one that was proposed during scoping.
Each alternative describes different portions of
McGregor that Congress could renew and what lands

would be returned to the public domain. The Army

ELSIE R. PORTER, CERTIFIED COURT REPORTER
LAS CRUCES, NEW MEXICO 523-8233
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has been conducting studies to identify potential
contamination on McGregor Range.

Prior to the return of the currently withdrawn
land under any alternative, the Secretary of the
Army would prepare a report on lands contaminated
with explosive, toxic or other hazardous substances
and then decide, along with the Secretary of
Interior, what clean-up is feasible given different
future uses and relative risks.

Following this decision, the Army would continue
its studies and pursue cleanup actions on McGregor
Range to the degree that resources are available.
The LEIS alternatives are compared to the existing
or baseline environment in 14 broad categories of
environmental resources, including: Land use, water
resources, biological resources, noise, cultural
resources, and socioeconomics.

Here is a summary highlighting the minimum
findings of our environmental analysis for each of
the six alternatives:

Under alternative one, the proposed
action--which would renew the McGregor Range land
withdrawal under the same conditions as provided in
public law 99-606. McGregor Range currently

encompasses approximately 698,000 acres of which

ELSIE R. PORTER, CERTIFIED COURT REPORTER
LAS CRUCES, NEW MEXICO 523-8233
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608,000 acres are withdrawn under public law. The
Army owns 71,000 acres. And in addition, the Army
uses 18,000 acres of U.S. Forest land as a safety
buffer for ground training. This additional acreage
is not included in the withdrawal, but would
continue to be used through an agreement with the
Forest Service.

There would be no change to McGregor Range
boundaries under the proposed action.

If alternative one is chosen, impacts to
environmental resources will not change
significantly from current conditions, but there
could be a slight increase in water demands and
public supplies in El Paso if the use of McGregor
Range cap increases during the renewal period.

Land management would continue as present,
including continuation of nonmilitary land uses and
the beneficial effects on the regional economy.

Operationally, the military's activities would
continue and could expand in the future as
additional training needs arise. Any potential new
military uses at McGregor Range would require
additional project specific environmental analysis.

Under alternative two--which would renew the

withdrawal of the Tularosa Basin and Otero Mesa

ELSIE R. PORTER, CERTIFIED COURT REPORTER
LAS CRUCES, NEW MEXICO 523-8233
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portions of McGregor Range for continued military
use. This is approximately 670,000 acres of public
land.

Under this alternative, the land returned to the
public domain would total about 40,000 acres, and
includes the Sacramento Mountain Foothill portions
of McGregor Range and public lands in the Culp
Canyon Wilderness Study Area.

The Army would retain fee-owned lands within the
area returned to public domain for specialized
training. Selection of this alternative would
result in an increase in public access to the
Sacramento Mountains Foothills area for nonmilitary
uses. There would be no significant impact to
resources, such as biological resources or to public
safety.

Impact to military operations would include a
33-percent reduction in Patriot Missile training
scenarios and reduction in military ground
activities in the Sacramento Mountain Foothills.
Training on Army-owned land would continue.

Alternative three would renew the withdrawal of
approximately 429,000 acres of public lands for
continued military use. This is in the Tularosa

Basin portion of McGregor Range. The area returned

ELSIE R. PORTER, CERTIFIED COURT REPORTER
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to the public domain, about 180,000 acres, would
include public lands on the Otero Mesa and in the
Sacramento Mountains Foothills, portions of the
McGregor Range Culp Canyon Wilderness Study Area,
and the McGregor Black Gramma Grassland area of
critical environmental concern.

The withdrawn area of McGregor Range would
encompass areas within the Tularosa Basin and the
escarpment of the Otero Mesa. Army-owned property
within the lands returned to the public domain would
be retained for specialized military training.

If alternative three is selected, military
activity on Otero Mesa would be reduced and the
tactical target complex supporting Holloman Air
Force Base would no longer be used, resulting in
less aircraft noise for residents north and east of
Otero Mesa. The airspace over McGregor Range would
continue to be used for military aircraft training.

Public access of the returned areas would
increase, and there would be fewer closures of New
Mexico Highway 506. There would be no significant
impacts to other resources.

Operationally, the military would have an
89-percent reduction in its Patriot Missile training

scenarios. There would be a reduction in field

ELSIE R. PORTER, CERTIFIED COURT REPORTER
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training exercise sites, on-road-vehicle maneuver
areas and reduction in ground training activities in
the Sacramente Mountains Foothills and on Otero
Mesa.

Again, training on Army-owned lands would
continue.

Under alternative four, which would renew the
withdrawal of 365,000 acres of land for continued
military use. This includes the Tularosa Basin
portion of McGregor Range south of New Mexico
Highway 506.

This alternative would not renew the withdrawal
of any portion of McGregor Range north of New Mexico
Highway 506 or on the Otero Mesa. The lands
returned to the public domain, about 244,000 acres,
are comprised of all the existing leased cattle
grazing units in currently withdrawn lands, the Culp
Canyon Wilderness Study Area, and the McGregor Black
Grama Grasslands area, a critical area of concern.

A portion of grazing unit two south of New
Mexico Highway 506 would be exchanged for an area
between New Mexico Highway 506 and grazing unit
three. Army-owned property within the lands
returned to the public domain would be retained for

specialized training.

ELSIE R. PORTER, CERTIFIED CQURT REPORTER
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Environmental impactsg would be the same as under
alternative three, but there would be no closures of
New Mexico Highway 506 for military reasocns. There
would be a reduction in aircraft noise, because the
lands north of Highway 506 that currently are used
as a target complex would be returned to the public
domain, and military uses would cease.

The tactical target complex for Holloman Air
Force Base on Otero Mesa would also ceasge to be
used; however, military aircraft training in the
airspace over McGregor Range would continue. From a
military operational standpoint, the impact on
Patriot Missile training would be the same as under
alternative three, There would be no military
ground operations on public lands on Otero Mesa and
north of New Mexico Highway 506, but training would
continue on Army-owned lands within those areas.

Alternative five is the no-action alternative
and would not renew any portion of withdrawn lands
on McGregor Range. All currently withdrawn lands
would return to the public domain.

Army-owned parcels surrounded by public lands
would be exchanged for public lands in the southern
part of McGregor Range through retained training

capability and essential infrastructure around

ELSIE R. PORTER, CERTIFIED COURT REPORTER
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McGregor base camp, the McGregor Ammunition Supply
Point, and the Meyer Range Complex. The
installation facilities on McGregor Range that would
have to be relocated elsewhere include the Orogrande
Range, the SHORAD Range, and the McGregor Range
Firing Complex.

There would be no further military use of the
land returned to the public domain. Restricted
alrspace above the land areas would continue to be
used for aircraft training by military units within
the region.

In addition to the environmental impacts that
would occur if alternative four were selected, there
could be increased soil erosion in the Tularocsa
Basin portion of the range from cleanup activities
and grazing under the no-action alternative.
However, erosion from military activities would be
less, and there would be a reduction in noise
associated with military activities.

Unless public access to portions of Tularosa
Basgin is restricted prior to clean-up, there could
be increased safety risks.

Minor economic impacts would result from the
decreased military employment and purchases.

Operationally, the military would continue

ELSIE R. PORTER, CERTIFIED COURT REPORTER
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aircraft training in the airspace above McGregor
Range, but there would be no military ground
operations, except at the south end of the range.

Alternative six was developed using public
comments submitted during scoping. It was suggested
that Congress designate the Culp Canyvon Wilderness
Study Area as a wilderness area. In addition, it
was suggested that Congress designate the QOtero Mesa
and Sacramento Mountains Foothills, including
in-heoldings owned by the Army, as a national
conservation area. The affected Army-owned
in-holdings would be exchanged for other public
lands elsewhere within McGregor Range.

This alternative would require further
Congressional action separate from the Army's
proposed renewal of the military land withdrawal and
could alter management practices associated with the
area included in the national conservation area.

The existing grazing area would continue to be
available for multiple uses to the extent that these
areas have productive value. The lands would be
managed in accordance with public land laws and
Congressional specifications for a naticnal
congervation area.

The area, as envisioned, could be designated
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along with alternatives three, four and five. The
environmental impact would be the same ag those
found in alternatives three, four and five, plus
some changes to land use designations may be
required.

Military operational impacts would be the same
as those under alternatives three, four and five,
except no military training would oc¢cur within the
national conservatiocon area.

To sum up, the draft LEIS did not identify any
significant environmental impacts for any of the
alternatives compared to current conditions.

Operationally, the renewal is needed to meet our
nation's training requirements now and into the
future. As I mentioned earlier, a Congressional
decision on the Army's proposal will be, in effect,
the record of decision.

Comments we receive tonight will be used to
prepare the final LEIS which is scheduled for
completion by August of 1999. While the Military
Lands Withdrawal Act only required a draft document,
the Army has chosen to complete a final LEIS which
considers public comments on the draft LEIS.

The final LEIS will be distributed to local

libraries, individuals, agencies, local governments

ELSIE R. PORTER, CERTIFIED COURT REPORTER
LAS CRUCES, NEW MEXICO 523-8233

JuAWNIO( Asuodsay pue JUIWWO)) [BMBIPYIIAL PULT dSuey 1039.10)d]A]



8CI-¢

Public Hearing Transcripts
Las Cruces, New Mexico

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

16

and organizations. All of your comments on the
draft LEIS will be considered for the final one.

Again, thank you for your time in coming out
tonight. I'll be followed by Tim Sanders from the
BLM.

MR. SANDERS: Thank you, Andy.

I appreciate the opportunity to be able to speak
with you tonight. My name is Tim Sanders. I'm the
agsistant Field Office Manager for the Lag Cruces
Field Office of BLM.

I would like to speak to you tonight about the
BLM's involvement in the McGregor Range EIS.
McGregor Range is a part of the public lands
administered by the Bureau of Land Management and
the U.8. Army, Fort Bliss.

The BLM manages McGregor Range much like
adjacent public lands, providing for such uses as
public access, hunting and livestock grazing,

The BLM is a cooperating agency in the McGregor
withdrawal project. In this capacity, the BLM has
reviewed the draft EIS and provided input for the
development of the withdrawal EIS.

McGregor Range offers an assortment of
spectacular natural resources. McGregor Range

contains three distinct regions. Going from the
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lower elevations to the higher, we have the Tularosa
Basin porticn of the McGregor Range. We have the
area known as the Otero Mesa. And in the higher
elevation, the Mountain Foothills.

The area of McGregor Range known as Otero Mesa
and the Mountain Foothills contain some of New
Mexico's most spectacular cultural, recreational,
livestock, wildlife and biological resources. Otero
Mesa and the foothills contain a nationally
recognized wilderness study area, a Black Grama
Grassland Area of Critical Environmental Concern,
and extensive deer and antelope herds.

The area also provides an important grazing
resource, and i1s one of the few military withdrawals
where public access continues to be allowed.

As co-manager of McGregor Range, the BLM has
focused its management on the protection and
enhancement of McGregor Range's valuable public
resources. The BLM worked with Ft. Bliss to develop
the EIS alternatives.

Alternative three is the most compatible with
the resource values and public use interests of the
BLM. Under alternative three, Otero Mesa and the
Mountain Foothills would be returned to public land

status and would be available for unrestricted
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public use.

Congress will ultimately select the boundaries
for the McGregor Range withdrawal. Congress may
very well select an alternative other than
alternative three. If this occurs, there are five
major items that should be addressed in whichever
alternative is ultimately selected.

I would like to go over these five items with
¥ou.

Number one, because of the unigueness of Otero
Megsa and the Foothills, the alternative selected
must protect this valuable area.

Second, if an alternative withdrawing Otero Mesa
and the Foothills is selected, the alternative must
restrict the types of military uses which would be
allowed on Otero Mesa and in the Mountain
Foothills.

Third, the existing 1990 memorandum of
understanding between the BLM and the Army should be
incorporated into the alternative. This would
ensure continued public access and continued natural
resource management by the BLM. Incorporation of
the MOU would clearly delineate management
responsibility and would address allowable land and

mineral uses, wildlife and cultural resource
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protection measures, and livestock grazing
practices.

Fourth, the selected alternative must ensure
continued public access.

Lagtly, the withdrawal term should be
commensurate with the foreseeable uses at McGregor
Range. Fort Bliss' own mission and master plan
indicates the military planning horizon is usually
20 years. If there is a withdrawal renewal, it
should be commensurate with the military's own
20-year planning horizon,

In conclusion, I'd like to say that the public,
the BLM, and the Army have had a long relaticnship
on McGregor Range. This is a critical moment in
determining the fate of over one-half million acres
of land in southern New Mexico. It is crucial that
the BLM and Army work at the local level with the
public's input and support to craft an alternative
which will protect public use and alsc protect the
natural resources which occur on McGregor Range.

Thank you very much.

MR. RUFFENACH: Thank you, Tim. And
thank you all for your attention. We realize this
is a very complicated process, so we are going to

take about a 10-minute break at this point in time
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so that those of you who have expressed an interest
to speak can have some discussions or get some
points clarified with the presenters this evening.

Before we do that, 1'd like to just once again
go over a few of the items related to the comment
period. Again, our focus is to listen to your
comments on the draft document; so, therefore, we
would like your comments this evening to pretty much
focus on the document itself.

If you want to make oral comments, again you can
do so, and we will be calling folks up to the
microphone in the order in which they registered.
Once again, if you are shy of standing up to the
microphone, you can provide your comments in
writing, and we will be taking these comments
through February 9th. And I think there is a slide
at the end of the presentations this evening that
has the address on it. But I also think the
handouts that are around the room also reinforce
that.

Again the speakers this evening will be asked to
limit their comments to five minutes. And again we
ask that if you are going to plan on commenting, and
you haven't done so, will you please £ill out a

card. Currently, we have five people who have
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expressed an interest to speak.

Oral comments are no more or less important than
the written ones. And again, all of these comments
will be incorporated into the final document,

At this point in time, I'd like to go ahead and
take about a 10-minute break, and I'll call everyone
back in about one minute before we're ready to
begin, and then we'll have the comment period.

Thank you.
(A recess was taken.)

MR. RUFFENBACH: Ag I said before the
break, we have five speakers who have indicated an
interest in speaking this evening. And again, we
will ask that you limit your comments to five
minutes.

My associlate here in the front will give you a
30-gecond warning sign. We'd ask you to try to draw
your comments to conclusion, begin drawing your
comments to conclusion at that time. Again, we are
conducting these meetings in a format, a similar
format at each of the three locations. 8o in the
interest of being consistent, we've allowed five
minutes at the other locations, and we will do that
again tomorrow evening in E1 Paso.

As we said earlier, also, the meeting is in fact
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being documented by the court reporter, and she
asked that you please come to the microphone and
speak clearly, because this will, in fact, be your
official input document.

We'd like to ask you to restate your name and
address and, again, please try to limit your
comments to the draft LEIS document.

Our first speaker this evening is Marianne

Thaeler.

MS. THAELER: My name is Marianne
Thaeler. I live at 2015 Huntington Drive, Las
Cruces, New Mexico, 88011. I am an Affected

Interest on the 14 grazing units of McGregor Range,
and I am here representing myself.

It is time to stop the long, bitter and historic
battle between the military and the citizens of
southern New Mexicc over acgquisition of lands for
military purposes which began during the World War
II era. Some acguisgitions were made by adverse
condemnation; therefore, it is ironic and
insensitive to the history of McGregor Range for the
German and Japanese militaries to both desire to use
the area, one flying into the path of the other.

The one and only way to put things right is to

support the DLEIS alternative number six. This
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201. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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alternative allows Congress to designate the Otero
Mesa and Mountain Foothills, which includes Culp
Canyon Wilderness Study area as a National
Conservation Area with its Culp Canyon WSA as BLM
wilderness.

NCA designation wcould take Otero Mesa and the
Mountain Foothills off the market. I say "off the
market,” because the military solicits customers and
tenants for its ranges. Foreign governments and
multinational forces can choose from those sites
which are said to be available. Cost is the major
factor.

Presently, the German Air Force wants to use
Otero Mesa grasslands to construct a bombing range
tactical target complex. Japan wants to continue to
use the Otero Mesa grasslands as the buffer zone for
live Patriot missile training. The U.S. Army wants
to use the grasslands for Patriot missile training.

While the public presently uses the area for its
historic uses--grazing, hunting and recreation--and
desires to continue to do so. There are alternative
sites for military activities, but they cost more to
use.

Ctero Mesa and the Mountain Foothills, with its

Culp Canyon Wilderness area, gqualifies as a national
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conservation area because it is unique: It is a
National Historic Landscape with national historic
and archeological sites. It has vast grasslands and
mountain ecosystems. It has unique populations of
plants and animals, including eagles, fox, prairie
dog tecwns, aplomado falcons, and unique cacti and
tall yucca.

It has unigue topography. Oterc Mesa is 1200
feet above the Tularosa Basin floor. The Mountain
Foothills rise above the mesa and provide
spectacular views of two states--Texas and New
Mexico.

It has grazing units with no resident ranchers,
and thus can be managed for the best interest of the
natural resources. It is presently managed for
historic uses--grazing, hunting and recreation.

It can be and should be managed as a showcase
for the historic custom and culture of southern New
Mexico, an historic landscape where ranchers fought
the military, where their homes, corrals, wells and
cisterns, and gravesites still exist.

The unique tall yucca habitat, which is the
nesting habitat for the endangered aplomado falcon,
ig presently used as a buffer zone for live Patriot

Missile training. Every time a missile lands, it
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202. Comment considered.
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causes a hot range fire. Hot fires are caused by
burning propellants; cold fires are naturally caused
by lightering fires. But on the ground, it is easy
to see the difference. These fires need to be
stopped. The buffer zone should be eliminated.
There are alternative sites for the training.

Hunting seasons are regulated by the New Mexico
Department of Game and Fish, which also regulates
hunting on the DOD-personnel-only hunting area.
Pronghorn herds are uniquely large and docile, and
hunts are limited to the use of antigue
muzzle-loaded guns and bows and arrows.

The Culp Canyon Wilderness Study area was not
initially recommended for wilderness status solely
because of the temporary withdrawal under BLM/U.S.
Army Fort Bliss joint management., This temporary
withdrawal of Otero Mesa and Mountain Foothills
areas of McGregor Range should not be renewed, and
Congress should act to permanently resolve public
versus military conflicts.

For these reasons, the LEIS includes alternative
number six, the designation by Congress of the Otero
Mesa and Mountain Foothills NCA, and designation of
Culp Canyon WSA as wilderness,

I strongly support alternative number 6. I do
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not object to the continued use by the military of
the portiocn of McGregor Range which ig in the
Tularosa Basin as long as the activities no longer
impact Otero Mesa and Mountain Foothills. Thank
you.

MR. RUFFENBACH: Thank you very
much. Our next speaker is Noel Cooley.

MR. COOLEY: My name is Noel Cooley.
My address is 935 Delta Drive, Lag Cruces, New
Mexico, 88001. I am a member of Dona Ana County
Associated Sportsmen, but I am here tonight tonight
to speak on my own behalf.

I support alternative four. And I support it
for only 20 years. I think a 50-year withdrawal is
too long, and the military doesn't plan that far
ahead anyhow. So I support it for 20 years,
alternative four. Thank you.

MR. RUFFENBACH: Thank you very much,
sir. Our next speaker is Jim Bates.

MR. BATES: My name is Jim Bates. I
live at 2977 Sundance Circle, Las Cruces, New
Mexico, 88001. And I am here representing the
Southwest Consolidated Sportsmen, and I have a
prepared statement to read on their behalf.

The Southwest Consolidated Sportsmen represent

ELSIE R. PORTER, CERTIFIED COURT REPCRTER
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203. The Army employs various planning cycles for different

aspects of its mission. For example, the Army uses a 6-year
programming cycle for operational activities with facility
planning over a 20-year horizon. Doctrinal and equipment
life-cycle planning can extend over a period of 40 years or
more. The proposed 50-year withdrawal period
encompasses each of these periods and enables long-term
national security plans to rely on a stable land resource.

Different (shorter or longer) withdrawal periods would not
substantially change the environmental impacts of a land
allocation decision. Continuing stewardship and compliance
activities would be required regardless of duration. Public
and/or agency participation in ongoing environmental
management activiies on McGregor Range is assured
through existing laws, regulations, and policies as listed in
Table 1.6-1. The Army is committed to continuing public
participation under NEPA as major new actions that could
significantly affect the environment are proposed for the
installation. The McGregor Range RMPA, jointly prepared by
the BLM and the Army provides for continuing public
participation. The annual RMP update informs the public of
the progress made in implementing the RMPA. The Army’s
INRMP and ICRMP contain provisions for agency
coordination and revision as necessary every 5 vyears.
Together, these regulatory requirements, policies, and
procedures will ensure opportunities for both public and
agency input into the future.
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approximately 1,500 outdoors-oriented men and women
in the Las Cruces area. We support alternative
three for the proposed withdrawal. It is our
position that there are adequate areas in the
Tularosa Basin to carry out military objectives,
including the proposed bombing range. However,
recognizing the past history of the McGregor Range,
we feel that the chance of the military returning
the Otero Mesa south of the Sacramento Foothillg
portion of the range to public ownership is remote.

Therefore, our seccondary position on this issue
is that assuming the Otero Mesa and Sacramento
Foothills area is again withdrawn, that the military
be required under the agreement to act cooperatively
with the Bureau of Land Management and the New
Mexico Department of Game and Fish, and the Forest
Service to ensure that this portion of the range is
not degraded or contaminated.

Further, our organization strongly feels that
public access to the range for recreational
purposes, including hunting, should be guaranteed as
part of the withdrawal. Under no circumstances
should any military activity be allowed which would
preclude the use of this area by the public. Aall

such activity should be confined to areas west of

ELSIE R. PORTER, CERTIFIED COURT REPORTER
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204. Thank you for being involved in the public participation

process. The Army will consider your comment. Many
military activities that occur on McGregor Range prevent the
concurrent use of the land for public recreation. There are
safety issues that would occur should military training and
testing occur in areas that are open for recreational
purposes.

205. Alternative 1, the Army’s proposed action, would continue to

provide public access to McGregor Range consistent with
public safety, the military mission, and the BLM
management of nonmilitary activities.
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the esgcarpment which are already degraded and off
limits to the public.

Finally, it should be noted that at some point
in the future, however distant, this area, as well
as all other military installations will be used for
other purposes. It should be a matter of policy
that the military, or any other contaminating entity
be required to clean up their mess as it occurs
rather than let these areas be ongoing dumping
grounds for potentially highly dangerous materials
and explosives. We must not jeopardize the
well-being of future generations and their quality
of life because of our own present
shortsightedness.

MR. RUFFENBACH: Thank you, Mr.
Bates. Our next speaker is Tony Popp.

MR. POPP: My name is Tony Popp. I
live at 455 El Prado in Las Cruces, New Mexico,
88005. I am president of the Dona Ana County
Associated Sportsmen. I want to thank you for the
opportunity to make comments concerning the McGregor
Range Land Withdrawal Renewal Legislative
Environmental Impact Statement.

You have heard from me before and should not be

surprised by my comments. The first comment I would
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like to make is that I am pleased to see that the
alternatives do not include the actual permanent
transfer of lands to military use. This assures
that the public will have another chance to have
unrestricted access to the area in question in the
future.

The members of the group I represent are
concerned with two aspects of the renewal. The
first is that we would like to maintain the
integrity of land that makes up McGregor Range. And
second, we would like to maintain and, in fact,
increase public access to the range. In light of
these concerns, we would like to gupport the
no-action alternative.

This may not be reasonable, since it would
severely restrict Ft. Bliss in accomplishing its
military training missions. As we all know, the
Tularosa Basin portion of McGregor Range cannot be
used by the public because of the presence of
unexploded ordnance.

The possibility of this area being rehabilitated
to the extent of allowing public use is very low.
Even if it could be done, the price is prohibitive.
We do not want the rest of McGregor Range to become

like the Tularosa Basin. The alternatives presented
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206. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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do not suggest that the rest of the range will be
used this extensively; however, the plan is to
increase the use of the other arecas of the range.

The protection of the Otero Mesa and Sacramento
Foothills portions of McGregor Range are of primary
interest to the group. Any additional use by the
military increases the possibility of long-lasting
damage to the habitat in these portions of the
range; therefore, the Dona Ana County Associated
Sportsmen would support alternatives three through
six. Any cf these alternatives would ensure no
damage to areas of primary concern and would allow
access to the public, since the areas would be
returned to unrestricted public use.

If either alternative one or alternative two is
selected, there are some things that still can be
done to preotect habitat and ensure access by the
public. First of all, the area must be co-managed
by the military and BLM.

The BLM has done a great job in managing the
area for public use. 1In particular, the grazing
management practices provide an excellent example of
how all grazing allotments could be managed.

Second, access by the public must be assured.

While I must commend the military in its efforts to
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assure access, the amount of access is usually
determined by the sitting commander. These access
issues should be addressed in, and access
guaranteed, in the legislative withdrawal
documents.

Thank you for allowing me to present thesge
comments.

MR. RUFFENBACH: Thank you, Mr.
Popp. Our next speaker is Cheryl Blevins.

MS. BLEVINS: My name is Cheryl
Blevins. P. 0. Box 443, Mesilla, New Mexice,
88046. And I'm here representing the Southern New
Mexico Group of the Sierra Club, which includes
members from the southern part of the state,
including Silver City, Alamogordec, and T or C. And
I am also representing the Rio Grande Chapter of the
Sierra Club, which includes the whole state of New
Mexico, as well as West Texas.

We would like to express our support for Otero
Mesa and the Sacramento Mountains Foothills as a
national conservation area and also for Culp Canyon
as a wilderness area, alternative six.

Otero Mesa rises 1200 feet above the floor of
the Tularosa Basin. The foothills in the Sacramento

Mountains rise above the basin. Culp Canyen is a

ELSIE R. PORTER, CERTIFIED COURT REPORTER
LAS CRUCES, NEW MEXICC 523-8233

207. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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wildernegs study area in the Sacramento Foothills.
Otero Mesa and the Mountain Foothills is
presently managed jointly by the BLM and the U.S.
Army, Ft. Bliss, until the year 2001. The BLM
manages Otero Mesa and Mountain Foothills for
multiple uses--wildlife, recreation, grazing, and

hunting. The U.S. Army uses portions of the area

occasionally for multinational force training and as
a buffer zone for live-fire missile training. These

military training programs expire with the temporary

withdrawal of M¢Gregor Range in the year 2001.

Otero Mesa and Mountain Foothills are recognized

as an historic landscape under the rules of the New
Mexico State Historic Preservation Offices, with
designation to the National Registry of Historic
Places. This historic landscape includes 10
historic homesites an over 100 prehistoric sites.
The area is being evaluated by the Mescalero and
Tigua Indians for potential historic sacred sites.

Alternative six in the legislative EIS, the
rewithdrawal of McGregor Range for 50 years, would
have Congress designate Otero Mesa and Mountain
Foothills as a national conservation area and Culp
Canyon as a BLM wilderness area.

We support alternative six. The German Air

ELSIE R. PORTER, CERTIFIED COURT REPORTER
LAS CRUCES, NEW MEXICO 523-8233
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Force wants it for a bombing range complex. The
Army wants it for missile training. Alternative
sites for these activities exist. We think
Congressicnal designation of Otero Mesa and Mountain
Foothills as a national conservation area, and Culp
Canyon as a BLM wilderness area is very important
and needed. Thank you.

MR. RUFFENBACH: Thank you very
much.

That concludes the speakers who have registered
this evening. Is there anyone at this point in time
that did not register that would like to make a
comment?

Once again, I'll allow five minutes on these
comments? Anyone? Not seeing anyone, again, that
concludes the formal portion of the meeting;
however, a member of the BLM paneled, and Fort Bliss
folks are here this evening, and will be more than
happy to answer any guestions you might have. Just
a reminder, though, that those questions and the
exchange of information does not become part of the
permanent records; so, therefore, we again encourage
you to provide your comments to us in writing By
February 9th to the address listed up there.

Or again, you can FAX us to the number listed on

ELSIE R. PORTER, CERTIFIED COURT REPORTER
LAS CRUCES, NEW MEXICO 523-8233
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the thing. Thank you for taking the time out of
your very busy schedules to be with us this
evening. Thank you, for coming.

(Formal meeting adjourned at 7:26

(Following statement dictated to the
court reporter at the end of the
formal comment section.)
MR. HAKKILA: My name is Mark
Hakkila, 1750 Boston Drive, Las Cruces, New Mexico,
88001. I'm representing myself. And I support
alternative five or no-action alternative. I
believe that the Army loses site of American freedom
and what it is. And to me, American freedom is the
ability for me, as an American, to go use public
land. And this is important public land. It has a
lot of recreational values to it that the Army
doesn't manage and in fact destroys. And I think
it's important to keep this land available for the
American public. That's the basis of American
freedom for me and for a lot of future generations.

That's it.

ELSIE R. PORTER, CERTIFIED COURT REPORTER
LAS CRUCES, NEW MEXICO 523-8233

208. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.

JudWNIO( Asuodsay pue JuUIWWO)) I[qNJ [EMBIPYIAA PUBT dSuey J10331D)IA



Ly1-¢

Public Hearing Transcripts
Las Cruces, New Mexico

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

35

REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE

I, ELSIE R. PORTER, do hereby certify that I
was a Certified Court Reporter for the State of New
Mexico on January 13, 1999.

I further certify that the preceding 34 pages
represent a true and correct transcript of the
public hearing held on that date, to the best of my

knowledge and ability.

oo Prde

Elsie R. Porter, NM CCR #61

ELSIE R. PORTER, CERTIFIED COURT REPORTER
LAS CRUCES, NEW MEXICO 523-8233
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Dona Ana Comnty Associated Sportsmen, Inc,

P.0.Box 1517 . Las Gruces, N. M. 88001
Dedicated to The Canservation of Seils, Forests, Waters, Wildlife, and Al Naturel Resources

Afitlinted with
NEW MEXICO WILDLIFE FEDERATION

January 13, 1999

MeGregor Range Military Land Withdrawal Renewal
U.S. Army Air Defense Artillery Center and Fort Bliss
ATTN: ATZC-CSA

P.0. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Madam/Sir:

1 wart to thank for the opportunity to testify concerning the McGregor Range Land Withdrawal
Renewal Legislative Environmental Impact Statement. You have heard from me before and
shoufd not be’surprised by my comments.

The first comment I would like to make is that T am pleased to see that the alternatives do not
include the actual permanent transfers of land to military use, This assures that the public will -
have another chance to have unrestricted access to the area in question in the future.

The members of the group I represent are concerned with two aspects of the renewal. The first is
that we would like to maintain the integrity of land that makes up McGregor Range and second
we would like to maintain and, in fact, increase public access to the Range. In light of these
coneerns we would like to support the No Action Alternative. This may not be a reasonable
alternative since it would severely restricts Fort Bliss in accomplishing its military training
Mmiss10ns. -

As we all know the Tularosa Basin portion of McGregor Range cannot be used by the public
becanse of the presence of unexploded ordinance. The possibility of this area being rehabilitated
to the extent of alfowing public use is very low. Even if it could be done the price is prohibitive.
We do not want the rest of McGregor Range to become like the Tularosa Basin. The alternatives
presented de not suggest that the rest of the Range will be used this extensively. However the
plan is to increase the use of the other areas of the Range.

The protection of the Otero Mesa and Sacramento Foothills portions of McGregor Range are of
primary interest to the group. Any additional use by the military increases the possibility of long
lasting damage to the habitat in these portions of the Range. Therefore, the Dona Ana County
Associated Sportsmen would support altematives three through six. Any of these alternatives
would ensure no damage to the areas of primary concern and would allow access to the public
since the areas would be returned to unrestricted public use.
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I either Alternative ong or Alternative two is selected, thete are Some things that still can be
dons to protect habitat and ensure access by the public. First of ll the area must be co-managed
by the military and BLM. The BLM has done a great job in managing the area for public use. In
perticular the grazing management practices provide an excellent example of how all grazing
allotments could be managed.

Second, access by the public must be assured. While I must commend the mifitary in its efforts
to assure access, the amount of aceess is usually determined by the sitting commander, These
aceess issues should be addressed in, and access guaranteed, in legislative withdrawal
documents.

Thaxk you for allowing m¢ to present these comments for your consideration.

Respectfully,

—
Jord / %ﬁ
Tony Popp, President
Dona Ana County Associated Sportsmen, Inc.
P.0. Box 1417
Las Crces, NM 88004
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TESTIMONY McGREGOR RANGE LEIS HEARING
Hilton Hotel, Las Cruces, New Mexico
January 13, 1999, 6:30 PM

My name is Marianne Thaeler.
T'am an Affected Interest on the 14 grazing units of McGregor Range.
I am here representing myself.

It is time to stop the long and bitter historic battles between the military and
the citizens of southern New Mexico over acquisition of lands for military
purposes which began during the WWII era. Some acquisitions were made by
adverse condemnation. Therefore, it is ironic and insensitive to the history of
McGregor Range for the German and Japanese militaties to both desire to use
the area - one flying into the path of the other.

D
The one and only way to put things right is to support the LEIS
Alternative #6.

This Alternative allows Congress to designate the Otero Mesa and Mountain
Foothills (which includes Culp Canyon Wilderness Study Area) as a National
Conservation Area with its Culp Canyon WSA as BLM Wilderness.

NCA designation would take Otero Mesa and Mountain Foothills “OFF THE
MARKET.”

I say “off the market” because the military solicits customers and tenants for 28
ranges. Foreign governments and multi-national forces can choose from

those sites which are said to be available. COST IS THE MAJOR FACTOR,,
Presently, the German AF wants to use Otero Mesa grasslands to construct a
bombing range tactical target complex, Japan wants to continue to use the

Otero Mesa grasslands as a buffer zone for live PATRIOT missile training,

and the US Army wants to use the grasslands for PATRIOT missile training.
While the public presently uses the area for historic uses - grazing, hunting

and recreation, and desires to continue to do so.

There are alternative sites for military activities, but they cost more to use.
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Otero Mesa and Mountain Foothills with its Culp Canyon Wildness area
quelifies as a National Conservation Area, because it is unique:

- it is a National Historic Landscape with National Historic and Archeologic
Sites.

- it has vast grasslands and mountain ecosystems.

- it has unique populations of plants and animals, eagles, fox, praitie dog
towns, aplomado falcons, and unique cacti, and tall yucca.

- it has unique topography. Otero Mesa is 1200 feet above the Tularosa Basin
floor. The Mountain Foothills aze rise above the Mesa and provide
spectacular views of two states, Texas and New Mexico.

- it has grazing units with no resident ranchers, and thus can be managed for
the best interests of the natural resources.

- it is presently managed for historic uses - grazing, hunting, and recreation.

- it can be, and should be, managed as a Show Case for the historic custom
and culture of southern New Mexico, an historic landscape where ranchers
fought the military, where there homes, corrals, wells and cisterns, and
grave site still exist.

The unique tall yucca habitat, which is nesting habitat for the endangered
aplomado falcon, is presently used for a buffer zone for live PATRIOT
missile training, Every time a missile lands it causes a hot range fires, (Hot
fires are caused by burning propellant, cold fires are naturally caused by
lightning fires. On the ground it is easy to see the difference.) These fires
need to be stopped. The buffer zone should be eliminated. There are
alternative sites for the training,

Hunting seasons are regulated by the New Mexico Dept. of Game and Fish,
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which also regulates hunting on the DOD PERSONELL ONLY hunting area.
Pronghorn herds are uniquely large and docile, and hunts are limited to the
use of antique mussel loaded guns and bow-and-arrow,

The Culp Canyon Wilderness Study Area was not initially recommended for
Wilderness status, solely because of the temporary withdrawal under
BLM/US Army Ft. Bliss joint management. This temporary withdrawal of
Otero Mesa and Mountains Foothills area of McGregor Range should not be
renewed and Congress should act to permanently resolve the public vs.
military conflicts,

For these reasons, the LEIS includes Alternative #6, the designation by
Congress of the Otero Mesa and Mountains Foothills NCA, and designation
of the Culp Canyon WSA as Wilderness,

I strongly support Alternative #6.

I do not object to the continued use by the military of the portion of
McGregor Range which is in the Tularosa Basin, as long as activities no
longer impact Otero Mesa and Mountain Foothills.

Thank you.
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MR. RUFFENNACH: If I can have everybody take their
seat, we’'re going to begin.

Let me first begin by welcoming you here this
evening to -- this is a public hearing on the McGregor
Range Military Land Withdrawal Draft Legiglative
Environmental Impact Statement. My name is Ron
Ruffennach and I will be facilitating this evening’s
meeting. This meeting is being held in accordance with
the provisions of the National Environmental Policy Act
or NEPA and the regulations that are published by the
Council on Environmental Quality.

The purpose of this hearing is to receive your
comments about the adequacy of the environmental analysis
and the environmental impacts associated with the
proposals that were studied in the Draft Legislative
Environmental Impact Statement or DLEIS.

Before proceeding with the overview briefings this
evening, I would like to explain my role tonight. I do
work for the U. §. Army; however, I‘'ve had no involvement
in the development of this document. My role is simply
to ensure that we have a fair, orderly and impartial
hearing and that all who desire to be heard have the
opportunity to do so.

This hearing will be conducted in two parts. The
first part will be briefings by the Army and the Bureau

2
SHARON CARDON & COMPANY
1300 Bassett Tower, 303 Texas Avenue

El Paso, Texas 79901
(915) 545-1410 FAX (915) 545-1469
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of Land Management. Dr. Andy Vliet and Mr. Tim Sanders
will discuss the findings of the DLEIS and the importance
of your participation at this hearing whether by
providing oral or written comments tonight or simply
listening to our presentation and providing your comments
later.

The second part of the hearing takes up the
remainder of the evening. This will be your time to come
up to the microphone and present your commentg on the
draft document. In order to accommodate everyone who
wishes to speak, we will limit individual comments to
five minutes., Elected officials and representatives will
have ten minutes. The time limits are necessary so that
everyone wanting to speak will have an opportunity to do
so. And at this point this time I think it’s important
to point ocut the fact that the format for this meeting
this evening is being done the exact same way we’ve done
the two previous evening meetings, the one in Alamogordo
on Tuesday night and the one last evening in Las Cruces.

When you registered you were asked if you’'d like to
speak and we have those cards this evening and we’ll take
the speakers in the order in which they registered.
However, if you do not want to speak this evening, you
can also provide your comments to us in writing and we’ll

have a date up on the screen later on and an address

SHARCON CARDON & COMPANY
1300 Bassett Tower, 303 Texas Avenue
El1 Paso, Texas 79901
(915) 545-1410 FAX (915) 545-1469
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where you can mail your comments. There are comment
sheets in the back of the room where you can actually
take those with you, complete them and mail them in to us
or provide your comments in any way you’'d like to by a
date that we’ll tell you later.

Our presenters for this evening are Dr. Andy Vliet
who is the program manager of the McGregor Range land
renewal and Mr. Tim Sanders, who is the interagency
coordinator for BLM in the Las Cruces field office. Also
here this evening is Colonel Jeff Gault, who is the chief
of staff at Fort Bliss. Following their presentations I
will go over the procedures for the public comment
period.

I'd like to now turn it over to Dr. Andy Vliet.

MR. VLIET: Thanks, Ron. I’m Dr. Andy Vliet. I'm
the program manager and responsible for the preparation
of the draft LEIS. Tonight I'm going to briefly discuss
the results of the environmental impact analysis that we
have undertaken over the past year, but before I get into
that, I‘'d like to take a minute and go over a little bit
of background of the McGregor Range land withdrawal
process of which this draft LEIS is a part.

The Military Lands Withdrawal Act of 1986
authorized the use of McGregor Range for military
purposes through the year 2001 and requires among other

4
SHARON CARDON & COMPANY
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things the preparation of an environmental impact
statement to address the effects continuing the
withdrawal, in this case for 50 years, until 2051, if
there is a continuing need for McGregor Range. The Army
believes there is a continuing need for the military
training and testing activities that take place on the
range and has filed an application for extension of the
withdrawal.

The application includes several studies and
reports in addition to the LEIS. These studies and
reports are submitted to the Department of Interior and
comprise the case file for renewal of the land
withdrawal. That information, including proposed
legislation prepared by the Army and the BLM, is then
transmitted to Congress for legislative action prilor to
November 2001.

Congress makes the decision through legislation on
the future of McGregor Range. The draft LEIS serves as a
tool to evaluate environmental effects of renewing the
existing military land withdrawal and reasonable
alternatives. So with that as background, I'd like to
provide to you a summary of the findings of our
environmental impact analysis for the continued
withdrawal of McGregor Range.

We examined six alternatives including our proposed

5
SHARON CARDON & COMPANY
1300 Bassett Tower, 303 Texas Avenue

El Paso, Texas 79901
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action to renew the withdrawal as it currently exists and
the no-action alternative, to let the withdrawal expire
and return to the public domain of 608,000 acres of
McGregor Range that are currently subject to the Military
Lands Withdrawal Act. We also did an analysis of
environmental impacts of four other alternatives to the
proposed action including one that was proposed during
scoping. Each alternative describes different portions
of McGregor that Congress could renew and what lands
would be returned to the public domain.

The Army has been conducting studies to identify
potential contamination of McGregor Range. Prior to the
return of currently withdrawn land under any alternative,
the Secretary of the Army would prepare a report on lands
contaminated with explosive, toxic or other hazardous
substances and then decide along with the Secretary of
Interior what level of cleanup is feasible given
different future uses and relative risks. Following this
decision the Army would continue with studies and pursue
cleanup actions at McGregor Range to the degree resources
are available.

The LETS alternatives are compared to the existing
or baseline environment in 14 broad categories of
environmental resources including land use, water

resources, biological resources, noise, cultural

SHARON CARDON & COMPANY
1300 Bassett Tower, 303 Texas Avenue
El Paso, Texas 79901
(915) 545-1410 FAX (915) 545-1469
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resources and socioeconomics. Here’'s a summary
highlighting the main findings of our environmental
analysis for each of the six alternatives.

Under alternative one, the proposed action would
renew the McGregor Range land withdrawal under the same
conditions as provided in Public Law 99-606. McGregor
Range currently encompasses approximately 697,000 acres;
608,000 acres are withdrawn under public law.

The Army owns 71,000 acres. In addition, the Army
uses 18,000 acres of U. S. Forest Service land as a
safety buffer and for ground training. This additional
acreage is not included in the withdrawal but would
continue to be used through an agreement with the Forest
Service. There would be no change to the McGregor Range
boundary under the proposed action.

If alternative one is chosen impacts to
environmental resources would not change significantly
from current conditions, but there could be a slight
increase in water demand on public supplies in El Paso.
If use of the McGregor Range camp increases during the
renewal period, land management would continue as present
including continuation of nonmilitary land uses and the
beneficial effects on the regional economy.

Operationally the military’'s activities would

continue and could expand in the future as additional

SHARON CARDCN & COMPANY
1300 Bassett Tower, 303 Texas Avenue
El Paso, Texas 79901
(915) 545-1410 FAX (915) 545-1469
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training needs arise. Any potential new military uses of
MeGregor Range would require additional project-specific
environmental analysis.

Alternative two would renew the withdrawal of the
Tularosa Basin and Otero Mesa portions of McGregor Range
for continued military use. This is approximately six
hundred -- correction -- 569,000 acres of public land.
Under this alternative the land returned to the public
domain would total about 40,000 acres and includes the
Sacramento Mountains foothills portion of McGregor Range
and the public land in the Culp Canyon Wilderness study
area. The Army would retain fee-owned lands within the
area returned to public domain for specialized training.

Selection of this alternative would result in an
increase in public access to the Sacramento Mountain
foothills area for nonmilitary users. There would be no
significant impacts to resources such as biological
resources or to public safety.

Impacts to military operations would include a 33
percent reduction in Patriot missile training scenarios
and reduction in military ground activities in the
Sacramento Mountain foothills. Training on Army-owned
lands would centinue.

Alternative three would renew the withdrawal of
approximately 429,000 acres of public land for continued

8
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military use. This is in the Tularosa Basin portion of
McGregor Range. The area returned tc the public domain,
about 180,000 acres would include public land on the
Otero Mesa and in the Sacramento Mountain foothills
portions of McGregor Range, Culp Canyon Wilderness study
area and the McGregor black grama grasslands area of
critical environmental concern.

The withdrawn area of McGregor Range would
encompass areas within the Tularosa Basin and the
escarpment of Otero Mesa. Army-owned property within the
lands returned to the public domain would be retained by
the Army for training.

1f alternative three is selected, military activity
on Otero Mesa would be reduced and the tactical training
complex proposed by the U. S. Air Force would no longer
be used resulting in less aircraft noise for residents
north and east of Otero Mesa. The air space over
McGregor Range would continue to be used for military
aircraft training, however.

Public access to the returned areas would increase
and there would be fewer closures of New Mexico Highway
506, There would be no significant impacts to other
resources.

Operationally the military would have an 89 percent

reduction in its Patriot missile training scenarios.

SHARON CARDON & COMPANY
1300 Bassett Tower, 303 Texas Avenue
El Paso, Texas 79901
(915) 545-1410 FAX (915) 545-1469
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There would be a reduction in field training exercise
sites, on-road vehicle maneuver areas and reduction in
ground training activities in the Sacramento Mountain
foothills and on the Otero Mesa. Training on Army-owned
land would continue.

Alternative four would renew the withdrawal of
about 365,000 acres for continued military use. This
includes the Tularosa Basin portion of McGregor range
south of New Mexico Highway 506. This alternative would
not renew the withdrawal of any portion of McGregor Range
north of New Mexico Highway 506 or on Oterc Mesa. The
lands returned to the public domain, about 244,000 acres,
are comprised of all the existing leased cattle grazing
units in currently withdrawn lands, the Culp Canyon
wilderness study area and the black -- McGregor black
grama grassland area of critical environmental concern.

The portion of grazing unit two south of New Mexico
Highway 506 would be exchanged for the area between New
Mexico Highway 506 and grazing unit three. Army-owned
property within the lands returned to the public domain
would be retained for specialized training.

Environmental impacts would be the same as under
alternative three, but there would be no closures of New
Mexico Highway 506 for military reasons. There would be
a reduction in aircraft noise because the land north of
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Highway 506 that currently has a bombing range would be
returned to the public domain and military use would
cease. The tactical target complex proposed by the Air
Force on QOtero Mesa would also cease to be used; however,
military aircraft training in the air space over McGregor
Range would continue.

From a military operational standpoint impacts on
Patriot missile training would be the same as under
alternative three. There would be no military ground
operations on public lands on Otero Mesa north of New
Mexico Highway 506. The training would continue on
Army-owned lands within these areas.

Alternative five, the no-action alternative, would
not renew any portion of withdrawn land on McGregor
Range. All currently withdrawn lands would return to the
public domain. Army-owned parcels surrounded by public
land would be exchanged for public lands in the southern
part of McGregor Range to retain training capability and
essential infrastructure around the McGregor Range camp,
the McGregor ammuniticon supply point and the Meyer Range
complex.

The installation facilities on McGregor Range that
would have to be relocated elsewhere include the Oro
Grande Range, SHORAD Range and McGregor Range firing
complex. There would be no further military use of the
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lands returned to the public domain. Restricted air
space above the land area would continue to be used for
aircraft training by the military units in the region.

In addition to the environmental impacts that would
occur if alternative four were selected, there could be
increased soil erosion in the Tularcsa Basin portion of
the range from cleanup activities and grazing under the
no-action alternative; however, erosion from military
activities would be less and there would be a reduction
in noise associated with military activities.

Unless public access to portions of Tularosa Basin
is restricted prior to cleanup there could be increased
safety risks. A minor economic impact would result from
the decrease in military employment and purchases.

Operationally the military would continue aircraft
training in the air space above McGregor Range, but there
would be no military ground operations except at the
south end of the range.

Alternative six was developed using public comments
submitted during scoping. It was suggested that Congress
designate the Culp Canyon Wilderness study area as a
wilderness area. In additien it was suggested that
Congress could designate the Otero Mesa and Sacramento
Mountains foothills including in-holdings owned by the
Army as a national conservation area. The affected
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Army-owned in-holdings would be exchanged for other
public lands elsewhere within McGregor Range.

This alternative would require further
Congressional action separate from the Army’s proposed
renewal of the military land withdrawal and could alter
the management practices associated with the area
included in the national conservation area. Existing
grazing area would continue to be available for multiple
uses to the extent that the areas have productive value.

The land would be managed in accordance with public
land loss and Congressional specifications of the
national conservation area. The area as envisioned could
be designated along with alternatives three, four or
five. Environmental impacts would be the same as those
that would occur if alternatives three, four or five were
selected plus some changes to land use designations would
be required.

Military operational impacts would be the same as
those under alternatives three, four and five except no
military training would occur within the national
conservation area.

To sum up, the draft LEIS did not identify any
significant environmental impacts with any of the
alternatives compared to current conditions.
Operationally the renewal is needed to meet our nation’s
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training requirements now and into the future, but as I
mentioned earlier the Congressional decision on the
Army’s proposal will be in effect the record of decision
for the LEIS.

Comments we receive tonight will be used to prepare
the final LEIS which is scheduled for completion by
August 1999, While the Military Lands Withdrawal Act
only required a draft document, the Army has chosen to
complete a final LEIS that considers public comment on
the draft LEIS. The final LEIS will be distributed te
local libraries, individuals, agencies, local governments
and organizations. All of your comments on the draft
LEIS will be considered for the final.

Again, thank you for your time and attention and
now Mr. Tim Sanders from the BLM will discuss their role.
MR. SANDERS: Thank you, Andy. My name is Tim

Sanders. I'm the assistant field manager for the Las
Cruces office of the Bureau of Land Management. I°'d like
to talk to you tonight about BLM’s involvement in the
McGregor Range LEIS.

McGregor Range is a part of the public lands and is
administered jointly by the Las Cruces field office of
Bureau of Land Management and the U. S, Army/Fort Bliss.
The BLM manages McGregor Range much like the adjacent
public land provided for such uses as public access,
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hunting and livestock grazing.

The BLM 1s a cooperating agency in the McGregor
withdrawal project. In this capacity we have reviewed
draft documents and provided input for the development of
the withdrawal LEIS.

McGregor Range offers a spectacular assortment of
natural resources. McGregor Range contains three
distinct regions. 1If I could withdraw your attention to
the map to my right, going from the lower elevation to
the higher, we have the Tularosa Basin portion of
McGregor Range, the Otero Mesa portion and the mountain
foothills.

The area of McGregor Range known as Otero Mesa and
the mountain foothills contains some of New Mexico’s most
spectacular cultural, recreational, livestock, wildlife
and biclogical resources. Otero Mesa and the foothills
contains a nationally recognized wilderness study area,
the culp Canyon Wilderness study area, a black grama and
grassland area of critical environmental concern and
extensive deer and antelope herds. The area also
provides an important grazing resource and is one of the
few military withdrawals where the public is allowed
access.

As co-manager of McGregor Range the BLM has focused
its management on the protection and the enhancement of
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the range’s valuable public resources. The BLM worked
with Fort Bliss to develop the EIS alternatives presented
to you teonight. Alternative three is the most compatible
with resource values and public use interest of the
Bureau of Land Management. Under alternative three Otero
Mesa and the mountain foothills would be returned to
public land status and would be available for
unrestricted public use.

Ccongress will ultimately decide which boundary to
select for McGregor Range. Congress may very well select
an alternative other than alternative three. If this
were to occur there are five items that should be
addressed in whichever alternative is ultimately selected
by Congress.

These five items are, number one: Because of the
uniqueness of Otero Mesa and the mountain foothills, the
alternative selected must protect this valuable area.

Second, if an alternative withdrawing Otero Mesa
and the foothills is selected, the alternative must
restrict the types of military uses which would be
allowable on Otero Mesa and the foothills.

Third, the existing 1990 memorandum of
understanding between the BLM and the Army should be
incorporated into the alternative. This would ensure
continued public access and natural rescurce management
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by the BLM. Incorporation of the MOU would clearly
delineate management responsibility and would address
allowable lands and minerals uses on the range, wildlife
and cultural protection measures and livestock grazing
practices.

Fourth, the selected alternative must ensure
continued public access and, lastly, the withdrawal terms
should be commensurate with the foreseeable uses of the
range. The Fort Bliss mission master plan EIS indicates
a military planning horizon of 20 years. If there is a
withdrawal renewal, we believe it should be commensurate
with the military‘’s own 20-year planning horizon.

In closing, I would like to say that the public,
BLM and the Army have had a long relationship on McGregor
Range. This is a critical moment in determining the fate
of over one-half million acres of land in southern New
Mexico. It is crucial that the BLM and Army work at the
local level with the public’s input and support to craft
an alternative which will protect the public use and the
natural resources of McGregor Range.

Thank you very much.

MR. RUFFENNACH: Thank you, Tim. At this time we
would normally take a break to allow our speakers to
prepare or clarify any information or ask any questions
that they have of the presenters. With your permission I
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have one speaker who has expressed an interest to speak
this evening. 1I'd like to dispense with the break if
that’'s okay with everyone and just proceed directly to
the public comment peried.

Once again oral comments taken are no more or less
important than the written ones so again for those who
are in the audience and they’re not comfortable coming to
the microphone to speak, we strongly encourage you to
provide your written comments to the address that’'s shown
on the screen. Those comments are required to be in by
February 9th of this year so that they become part of the
official record. You may have noticed that we do, in
fact, have a court reporter here this evening who is
documenting this meeting as it has been done at the other
two locations that I mentioned to you earlier.

For those of you who are going to come to the
microphone to speak we ask that you please state your
name and your address and speak clearly so that the court
reporter can, in fact, get our comments. Once again we
will ask that you limit your comments to five minutes.
Even though we only have one speaker we are trying to
remain consistent in the way in which we conduct all
these meetings allowing others at the two locations only
five minutes as well.

So with that I will ask our first and only
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registered speaker at this point in time, Mr. Mark
Bentley to come to the microphone.

I'm sorry, Mr. Bentley, the one in the center of
the room.

MR. BENTLEY: I'm sorry. My name is Mark Bentley
and my address is 695 Sagewood Drive, Chaparral, New
Mexico, 880217418, and I was asked to represent the El
Paso Archaeologlical Society and I would like to first
mention what my credentials are so that some of the
things I‘l1l be mentioning it will be obvious that it
isn’t just top-of-the-hat sort of comments.

I just finished working out at the U. 5. Army Yuma
Proving Grounds on their range YEIS and out there at the
Yuma Proving Ground. I was the senior archaeologist. I
was in charge of field projects, NEPA documentation. I
completed 19 projects in 22 months as well as being a
core team leader for the range YEIS. I was in charge of
the cultural resources out there as well as the
socioeconomic analyses for Yuma and Yuma Proving Ground
to see what its effect would be at various levels.

My experience out there lasted two-and-a-half
years. Prior to that I lived in the El Paso region, and
I'm probably one of the most knowledgeable people of the
culture resources on McGregor Range. I worked ocut at
Fort Bliss before there was an environmental office and
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professionally I've worked out in the field on many
surveys. Some of the largest surveys conducted out there
I worked out there as a crew chief.

I worked on the Anapra information for the Corps of
Engineers, St. Louis district, for Fort Bliss, which is
the Native American grazing Repatriation Act. I also
worked on the National Register of Site Study for Fort
Bliss and I also worked on the site file project, which
was assessing all of the site projects -- all of the
projects that were conducted on Fort Bliss including
McGregor Range and compiling computerized data base. I
worked on that for a year with three other people.

I started working out there in 1977 on the survey
maneuver area 1 and 2, which is 198 square miles. I also
participated in the McGregor Range survey which was
conducted in 1978 by people from UT-Austin.

I‘ve worked on the Paloe-Indian site excavation up
in maneuver area 3. I worked in Dona Ana ranges, all the
ranges 2, 3, 47, 49, 51, 52 surveying those, and as for
McGregor Range, I‘ve surveyed a 36-square-kilometer area
north of the initial bombing range and I worked with the
Air Force engineers from Holloman on the installation of
that bombing range and we did have to move the location
for the reason that I’1ll mention in a moment.

McGregor Range -- Approximately 25 percent of
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McGregor Range is comprised of alluvial fans and these
are probably the most active geomorphological units of
McGregor. And there’s a zone, it's an interface between
the alluvial fans and the desert floor and it’s called a
transition season and it’s -- the lower gradients of the
alluvial fan are the most critical because that’'s

where -- if you’re dealing with cultural resources
because that’s where the majority of the populations were
living along doing agriculture out there. There are
prehistoric reservoirs out there. I wrote up the Hot
Well Pueblo Reservoir, which is in maneuver area 2
immediately south of McGregor less than a quarter of a
mile and also worked on other pueblos out there and also
used remote sensing in situations looking for additional
pueblos out there in the course of my cfficial
responsibilities.

And the point that I would like to make is
irregardless of which of these alternatives is chosen,
the interface of these alluvial fans needs to be taken
under consideration because the majority of the Native
American remains are going to be found in -- in among
those rooms of those pueblos, and the only other comment
I‘d like to make is that the El Paso Archaeological
Society fully supports Fort Bliss’ continued use of
McGregor Range.
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Thank you very much.

MR. RUFFENNACH: Thank you, Mr. Bentley. Once
again if I could have confirmation that no one else has
registered to speak.

1’11 ask now if anyone from the audience would like
to come to the microphone and make a comment, they may do
SO now.

Ma‘'am? And again please state your name and your
address very clearly for us.

AUDIENCE MEMBER: My name is Sally Savage, 829
Cloudburst Drive, El Paso, Texas, 79912. I'm
representing the Sierra Club of the El1 Paso regional
group, and we'd like to go on record supporting
alternative number 6. I guess the simplest way of
stating it is we basically believe that this area has
been stressed enough over the years and so therefore we
support the action of turning it into a national
conservation area. Thank you.

MR. RUFFENNACH: Thank you very much. Anyone else
who would like to make a comment, please. At this time?

With no other comments from the floor, that will
actually draw the meeting to a conclusicon this evening.
Once again a reminder that written comments c<an be made
to the address on the gcreen through February 9th, and we
would like on behalf of BLM and the U. S. Army to thank
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you-all very much for coming this evening. There are
officials from both of those agencies here who would be
more than happy to stay behind and talk with you and
ask -- answer any questions or provide ycu with any
additional information.

Again, thank you very much for coming.

(Proceedings concluded.)
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STATE OF TEXAS ) (

COUNTY OF EL PASO ){

CERTIFICATE
1, SHARON CARDON, a Certified Shorthand Reporter
of the State of Texas, do hereby certify that the above
and foregoing contains a true and correct transcription
of the proceedings had in the above styled and numbered
cause, /ﬁX;
CERTIFIED TO on this the g day of

1999.

o

[ARON CARDON"
CERTIFICATION NUMBER 1115
Expiration Date: 12/31/00
SHARON CARDON & COMPANY
1300 Bassett Tower
303 Texas Avenue
El Paso, Texas 79901
Telephone: (915) 545-1410
FAX: {915) 545-1469
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Local Government
City of Alamogordo

City of Alamaogordo

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
1376 E. NINTH STREET ® ALAMOGORDO, NEW MEXICO 88310-5838 ® (505) 439-4205 FAX (505) 439-4396

a8 T

January 5, 1999

Dr. Andy Viiet, Program Manager

McGregor Range Military Land Withdrawal Renewal
U.S. Army Air Defense Attillery Center and Fort Bliss
Attn: ATZC-CSA

P.O. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, TX 79906

Dear Dr. Viiet:

Enclosed please find a copy of the City of Alamogordo’s Resolution No. 1998-25 which
reaffirms our support for the continued withdrawal of McGregor Range, and which supports
Alternative 1 of the Legislative Environmental Impact Statement. Said Resolution was
unanimously approved by the Commission at its Regular Meeting of December 22, 1998.
Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

(o002 (20 QL

Donald E. Carroll
Mayor

Enclosure

T

211. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental

analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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City of Alamogordo

JW o EECD.
RESOLUTION No. 1998-25

A RESOLUTION SUPPOR {iING THE REAUTHORIZATION OF THE
MCGREGOR RANGE LAND WITHDRAWAL

WHEREAS, on December 23, 1997, the City Commission of Alamogordo, New
Mexico passed Resolution No. 1997-28 supporting the reauthorization of the McGregor
Range Land Withdrawal; and

WHEREAS, the Draft Legislative Environmental Impact Statement for McGregor
Range, New Mexico Withdrawal Renewal identifies six alternatives for the withdrawal,
and

WHEREAS, five of the alternatives studies would severely limit or curtail the use
of McGregor Range for military operations; and

WHEREAS, McGregor Range is vitally important to our nation’s military training
and test and evaluation capabilities, as well as to the long term stability of our area’s
military installations, including Holloman Air Force Base, White Sands Missile Range,
and Fort Bliss; and

WHEREAS, only Alternative 1 will allow the continued use of McGregor Range
as it currently exists; and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE
CITY OF ALAMOGORDO, NEW MEXICO that we reaffirm our support for the continued
withdrawal of McGregor Range; and

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED that the City Commission of the City of
Alamogordo, New Mexico supports Alternative 1 of the Legislative Environmental
Impact Statement.

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED THIS 22" DAY OF DECEMBER 1998.

CITY OF ALAMOGORDO, NEW MEXICO
a New Mexico municipal corporation

By: Q&\N&g& % - MN—G-Q_Q—

Donald E. Carroll, Mayor
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City of Alamogordo

ATTEST:
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N N
S ".\:\\\\‘.,‘f.\,.\:,'q ?7 11 (0¥

1

Rel

becca W. Ehler, City Attorney
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City of El Paso

Mm
Written Comment Sheet !
McGregor Range Land Withdrawal Renewal fr -
Draft Legislative Environmental Impact Statement 84 o
Thank you for your input
PLEASE PRINT DATE __ January 26, 1999
_To: Dr. Andy Vliet, Program Manager

I am in full support of McGregor Range. It is operating well, and I respectfully

recommend that it remain as is, without any changes.

Thank you for your consideration.

A

NAME: City Representative Barbara Pej

ADDRESS: City of El Paso, Two Civic Center P azC/_a

CITY: El Paso

STATE, ZIP CODE __Texas 79901

PHONE NUMBER__(__ 915 )_541-418
Area Code

{;‘ Please check if yon would like to receive a copy of the Final LEIS (Phone Number Required for Federal Express Delivery)
Please Hand This Form In or Mail BEFORE FEBRUARY 5, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet, Program Manager
U.S. Army Air Defense Artillery Center and Fort Bliss
ATTN: ATZC-CSA (LEIS Comments)
P.O. Box 6020
Fort Bliss, Texas 79906
Emalil: mcgregor@emh10.bliss.army.mil

212. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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ITERE
January 12, 1999 AW s EED

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA
PO Box 6020

Fort Bliss, TX 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet:

I am writing to express my support for the Alternative 1 listed in the Draft Legislative Environmental
Impact Statement for McGregor Range, New Mexico, Land Withdrawal Renewal. Alternative 1
states that the current boundaries of McGregor Range would remain the same. Nonmilitary activities
would continue under the BLM Resource Management Plan, McGregor Range.

T understand that the McGregor Range is under the joint jurisdiction of the US Army and the BLM.
T want you, as a decision-maker in this process, to know that the vast majority of people in Otero
County (pop. 55,000) support this project. Plus, please keep in mind that this deals with the life-
blood of our community, Holloman AFB.

The target complex proposed for the Otero Mesa and McGregor Range and associated flight routes
fill a shortcoming of Holloman noted by the last Base Realignment and Closure Commission.
Holloman and the USAF need this range space for force readiness and training. The fact that the
German Air Force is willing to pay for much of the infrastructure provides tremendous savings to the
US taxpayer.

I support the continued withdrawal of the entire McGregor Range. The range is a vital resource to
the installation triangle of Ft. Bliss, White Sands Missile Range and Holloman AFB. These
installations are critical components of our economy, providing jobs and a tax base to a relatively
sparsely populated and industry-poor region. These installations have proven their value to national
defense over and over, and will continue to be vital assets in the future.

I would appreciate your support for Alternate 1: the current boundaries of McGregor Range would
remain the same, and for the McGregor Range target complex.

Respectfully submitted,

e 2 ol

Georgf Abbott

213. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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February 3, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA

P.0.Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet:

McGregor Range, as a training and testing site for
Fort Bliss, White Sands Missile Range and Holloman Air Force
Base, is of utmost importance to our nation's defence and to
our region's economic well-being.

Therefore, I strongly support the continued
withdrawal of McGregor Range for use as directed by the U.S.
Army for a period of 50 vyears beginning 2001; that the
current boundaries of the Range remain as they are today;
and that there be no constraints applied to the range for
military use.

Genleral Manager
/

I

6400 Montana Ave. + ElPaso, Tx. 79926 + Ph.(915)772-4231 + Fax(915)779-2918

FEB 4 HECD

214. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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EXPERT REFRIGERATION

January 26, 1999

Dr. Andy Viiet

Attn; ATZC-CSA

P.0. BOX 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Viiet:

McGregor Range, as a training and testing site for Fort Bliss, White Sands Missile
Range and Holloman Air Force Base, is of utmost importance to our nation's
defense and to our region’s econormic well-being.

Therefore, | strongly support the continued withdrawal of McGregor Range for use
as directed by the U.S. Army for a period of 50 years beginning 2001; that the
current boundaries of the Range remain as they are today; and that there beno
constraints applied to the range for military use.

Jesse Alvarez

3631 WOOSTER LANE + (915) 5981732 « P.O. BOX 371310 - EL PASO, TEXAS 79937 + FAX (815)508-3160
MEMBERS AIR CONDITIONING CONTRACTORS OF AMERICA

215. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental

analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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216. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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MEDIA COMPANY

January 26, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA

P. O. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Viiet:

McGregor Range, as a training and testing site for Fort Bliss, White Sands
Missile Range and Holloman Air Force Base, is of utmost importance to our
nation's defense and to our region’s economic well-being.

Therefore, | strongly support the continued withdrawal of McGregor Range for
use as directed by the U.S. Army for a period of 50 years beginning 2001; that
the current boundaries of the Range remain as they are today; and that there be
no constraints applied to the range for military use.

Signature

EL PASO DIVISION

4705 PERSHING, EL PASO, TEXAS 79903
(915) 566-9380  FAX (915) 566-9409

217. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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APODACA

February 3, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet
ATTN: ATZC-CSA
P.Q. Box 6020
Ft. Bliss, TX 79906

Dear Mr. Viet:

FEB 4 HEED

MeGregor Range, as a training and testing site for Ft. Bliss, White Sands Missile

Range and Holloman Air Force Base, is of utmost importance to our nation’s
defense and to our region’s economic well-being.

Therefore, 1 strongly suppart the continued withdrawal of McGregor Range for use
as directed by the U.S. Army for a period of 50 years beginning 2001 that the

current boundaries of the Range remain as they today; and that there be no
constraints applied to the range for military use.

Thanking you for your immediate attention, I remain

Vi tzuly yours,

i 1‘ -
Vlcmr Apodaca, Jr. %

110 North Campbell . El Paso, Texas 79901-2404 . {915) 542-1961

Fax (915) 532-6144

218. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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Written Comment Sheet M 2 3 D
McGregor Range Land Withdrawal Renewal

Draft Legislative Environmental Impact Statement

Thank you for your input L
DATE -

PLEASE PRINT ( ;

C Location in D ~

{Include page and line numbers

Comment and Suggested improvement
or broader information)

A puppedt Ll [Lithohacnd
Cnieilia L

**** CONTINUE ON BACK FOR MORE SPACE ****

NAME: ___ ) V] aria élﬁ//uz,—

ADDRESS: !77&99 " b‘%k&ua St.R-/00
arv 6) Fhs o t

STATE, ZIP CODE___{ Y 719903

PHONENUMBER_(CHSS | =5 (, 6 ~ oL (p

Area Code
D Please check if you would like to receive a copy of the Final LEIS (Phone Number Required for Federal Express Delivery)
PLEASE HAND THIS FORM IN OR MAIL BEFORE FEBRUARY 9, 1999 TO:

Dr. Andy Vliet, Program Manager
U.S. Army Air Defense Artillery Center and Fort Bliss
Attention: ATZC-CSA (LEIS Comments)
P.O. Box 6020
Fort Bliss, Texas 79906
Email: megregor@emh10.bliss.army.mil

219. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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January 12, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA
PO Box 6020

Fort Bliss, TX 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet:

T am writing to express my support for the Alternative 1 listed in the Draft Legislative Environmental
Impact Statement for McGregor Range, New Mexico, Land Withdrawal Renewal. Alternative 1
states that the current boundaries of McGregor Range would remain the same. Nonmilitary activities
would continue under the BLM Resource Management Plan, McGregor Range.

Tunderstand that the McGregor Range is under the joint jurisdiction of the US Army and the BLM.
I want you, as a decision-maker in this process, to know that the vast majority of people in Otero
County (pop. 55,000) support this project. Plus, please keep in mind that this deals with the life-
blood of our community, Holloman AFB.

The target complex proposed for the Otero Mesa and McGregor Range and associated flight routes
fill a shortcoming of Holloman noted by the last Base Realignment and Closure Commission.
Holloman and the USAF need this range space for force readiness and training. The fact that the
German Air Force is willing to pay for much of the infrastructure provides tremendous savings to the
US taxpayer.

I'support the continued withdrawal of the entire McGregor Range. The range is a vital resource to
the installation triangle of Ft. Bliss, White Sands Missile Range and Holloman AFB. These
installations are critical components of our economy, providing jobs and a tax base to a relatively
sparsely populated and industry-poor region. These installations have proven their value to national
defense over and over, and will continue to be vital assets in the future.

I'would appreciate your support for Alternate 1: the current boundaries of McGregor Range would
remain the same, and for the McGregor Range target complex.

Respectfully S| t d,

S A /:(;%/

Bert Atkins

220. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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January 12, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA
PO Box 6020

Fort Bliss, TX 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet:

Tam writing to express my support for the Alternative 1 listed in the Draft Legislative Environmental
Impact Statement for McGregor Range, New Mexico, Land Withdrawal Renewal. Alternative 1
states that the current boundaries of McGregor Range would remain the same. Nonmilitary activities
would continye under the BLM Resource Management Plan, McGregor Range.

Tunderstand that the McGregor Range is under the joint jurisdiction of the US Army and the BLM.
I 'want you, as a decision-maker in this process, to know that the vast majority of people in Otero
County (pop. 55,000) support this project. Plus, please keep in mind that this deals with the life-
blood of our community, Holloman AFB.

The target complex proposed for the Otero Mesa and McGregor Range and associated flight routes
fill a shortcoming of Holloman noted by the last Base Realignment and Closure Commission.
Holloman and the USAF need this range space for force readiness and training. The fact that the
German Air Force is willing to pay for much of the infrastructure provides tremendous savings to the
US taxpayer.

I'support the continued withdrawal of the entire McGregor Range. The range is a vital resource to
the installation triangle of Ft. Bliss, White Sands Missile Range and Holloman AFB. These
installations are critical components of our economy, providing jobs and a tax base to a relatively
sparsely populated and industry-poor region. These installations have proven their value to national
defense over and over, and will continue to be vital assets in the future.

Twould appreciate your support for Alternate 1: the current boundaries of McGregor Range would
remain the same, and for the McGregor Range target complex.

Respectfully submittedi

S. W. Atkins

221.The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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BORDER TOBACCO CO. INC/PARTY BOWL

215 E. YANDELL
EL PASO, TX 79902

(915) 544-4860
FAX (915) 5330791

January 29, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA

P.O. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet:

McGregor Range, as a training and testing site for Fort Bliss, White Sands Missile Range
and Holloman Air Force Base, is of utmost importance to our nation’s defense and to our
region’s economic well being.

Therefore, T strongly support the continued withdrawal of McGregor Range for use as
directed by the United States Army for a period of 50 years beginning 2001, that the
current boundaries of the Range remain as they are today and there be no constraints
applied to the range for military use.

_—

%order Tobacco Co. Inc.

222.The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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David M. Austin & Associates
6205 Pinchurst
El Paso, Texas 79912

February 4, 1999
Dr. Andy Vliet
Attn: ATZC-CSA

P.O. Box 79906
Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

VIA FAX
Dear Dr. Vliet:

McGregor Range, 2s a training and testing site for Fort Bliss, White Sands Missile Range and
Holloman Air Force Base, is of utmost importance to our nation’s defense and to our region’s

ic vell-being, ;
Therefore, I strongly support the continued withdrawal of McGregor Range for use as directed by
the U.S. Army for a petiod of 50 years beginning 2001; that the current boundaries of the Range
remain as they are today; and that there be no constraints applied to the Range for military use.

Sincerely,

£ A 2

223. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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FEB 3

KENNETH L. BASS

BROADCAST CONSULTANT
P. 0. Box 1109
Alamogordo, NM 88311-1109
Phone: 505-585-6405  Cell: 505-439-9002
Fax: 505-585-6506
E-maii: kbass@wazoo.com

February 3, 1999

Dr. Andy Viiet, Program Manager

US Army Air Defensc Artillery Center and Fort Bliss
ATTN: ATZC-CSA (LEIS Comments)

£ O Box 6020

Fort Bliss, TX 79906

Dear Dr. Viiet:

1 am one of the more than 600 members of the Alamogordo Chamber of Commierce and a member of the
Alamogordo Committee of Fifty. 1am writing to express my support for the Alternative 1 (One) listed in
the Draft Legistative Envirosmental Impact Statement for McGregor Range, New Mexico, Land
Withdrawal Renewal. Alternative 1 states that current boundaries of McGregor Range would remain the
same. Nonmiilitary activities would continue under the BLM Resource Management Plan, McGregor
Range.

It is my opinion, based on many discussions on this matter, that the vast majority of people in Otero
County support this Alternative since it deals with the future of Holloman AFB, one of the major
economic cornerstones of Alamogordo and Otero County.

The target complex proposed for the Otero Mesa and McGregor Range and associated flight routes fill a
shortcoming of Holloman neted by the last Base Realignment gnd Closure Commission, Holleman and
the USAF nieed this range space for force readiness and training, The fact that the German Air Force is
willing to pay for much of the infrastructure provides tremendous savings to the US laxpayer.

I join the Alamogorde Chamber of Commerce is voicing my strong support for the continued withdrawal
of the entire McGregor Range. The range is a vital resource 10 the installation triangle of Ft. Bliss, White
Sands Missile range and Holloman AFB. These installations are not only critical components of our
economy, providing jobs and a tax base to a relatively sparsely populated and industry-poor region, but
also serve as a vital element in our nations military defense system.

T would appreciate your support for Alternative 1 in which the current boundaries of McGregor Range
would remain the same, and for the McGregor Range target complex.

Respectfully submitted,

Kenneth L. Bass
Broadcast Consultant

PECD

224.The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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From: BentleyMT

Sent: Saturday, December 12, 1998 10:13 AM

To: Dr. Vliet

Subject: McGregor Range Military Land Withdrawal Renewal

This document is submitted to affirm full support to Fort Bliss and particulary herein, its efforts
to successfully complete the McGregor Range/Otero Mesa FIS.

I am familiar with many other Federal Governmental EIS's. After leaving Fort Bliss as an IPA
through UT El Paso in the Fall of 1995, I became an EIS core team leader at U.8. Army Yuma
Proving Ground (YPG). I was responsible for both cultural resource and socio-economic
analyses directly related to YPG's EIS. This included reviewing the working and problematic
EIS's of other agencies. I also directly dealt with current native American issues from ten tribes
living in Arizona and eight tribes living in California. I worked in direct coordination with the
YPG JAG office, and one of those JAG lawyer associates is now at the Pentagon in the
Environmental Department's Superfund Division.

Dr. Vliet, we first met in 1994 while I working at Fort Bliss. During that time, as Project Director
I was in charge of the Fort Bliss National Register Site Evaluation and investigated Fort Bliss
NAGPRA issues for the U.S.Army Corps of Engineers - St. Louis District (at the request of Mr.
Bowman and Mr. Landreth). I also prepared the eultural resource assessment for Casiner Range
at the request of Mr. Bowman and conducted official JTF-6 related assignments on South
MecGregor Range.

T am familiar with all of McGregor Range, Otero Mesa, the southern Sacramento Mountains, and
the Tularosa Basin/Hueco Bolson for I was assigned many cultural resource assignments in those
regions. Some earlier assignments date back to the early 1970s. (That was before any
environmental office existed and projects originated from the U.S.Army Corp. of Engineer Office
Fort Worth and Albuquerque Districts - and the local implementation was facilitated through the
Fort Bliss DEH.)

On official project assignments in North McGregor I surveyed large tracts and excavated
prehistoric pueblo villages hidden in the alluvial fans. I assisted the U.S.Air Force engineers
stationed out of Holloman in the survey, placement and construction of the 1st Air Foree
Bombing Range located in North McGregor. I completed many cultural resource surveys in the
SHORAD Range and employed some of the 1st commercially available GPS equipment during
those assignments. In the South McGregor area I conducted numerous archeological surveys,
tests, and excavations. I prepared numercus documentation related to the largest recorded pucblo
village known for the State of Texas. It lies immediately south across the state line in MA II from
South McGregor and contains affiliated materials lightly extending northward into South
MecGregor.

For land management I hace extensive cadastral and remote sensing experience. I employ
innovative, GPS equipment and techniques in tracking locational placement and creating
X,Y,and Z cordinate maps from field information. I addition, I posses land management skills
implementing GIS. Through my official project assignments I have discovered field applications
that I never fully researched, but perhaps may be of real benefit to Federal Governmental
agencies.
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First and foremost the continued military mission of Fort Bliss and in this case particularly on
McGregor Range, Otero Mesa must be maintained. If I may be of assistance let me know.

Sincerely,
Mark T. Bentley
Archeofogist

695 Sagewood Drive
Chaparral, New Mexico
88021-7418

phone: (505) 824-0005
e-mail: BentleyMT@aol.com

225. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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Written Comment Sheet
MeGregor Range Land Withdrawal Renewal
Draft Legislative Environmental Linpact Statement

Thauk you for your input

DATE Q?(Q/ ZZ
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NAME: %HJ/J L Aobo

ADDRESS: 5595 N Sdavduy 726 A
cry: £ PR

state, ziv covs ) K 7G5re

proNE NuMBER_(9/S | 534~ 4603

Area Code
D Please clhiecke if you would like to receive n copy of the Final LEIS (Phonc Number Required for Federal Express Delivery)
Please Kand This Form In or Mall BEFORE FEBRUARY 5, 1999

Dr. Andy Viet, Program Manager
U.S. Army Alr Defense Artillery Center and Fort Bllss
ATTN: ATZC-CSA (LEIS Commients)
P.0. Box 6020
Fort Bliss, Texas 79906
Emall: megregor@emhl0.bilss.army.mil

226. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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B. Philip Boswell, D.D.S.
5929 Crdmo Dr., Suie B = EI Paso, TX 79912 » (9405 581-6688"

January 26, 1999

Dr. Andy Viiet

Altn; ATZC-CSA

P. O. Box 6020

Fort Bliss. Texas 79906

Dear Dr, Viiet'

McGregor Range, as a training and testing site for Pért Bliss, White Sands
Missile Range and Holloman Air Force Base. is of utmost importance to our
nation's defense and to our region's economic well-being

Therefore, | strongly support the continued withdrawal & McGrégor Range for
use as diracted by the U.S. Army for a pericd of 50 yeafs baginning 2001: that
the current boundaries of the Range remain as they are @ay; and that there be
no constraints applied to the range for miltary use

Signature

ﬁ/ﬁj@g } ab.s

7]

227. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.

JudWNIO( Asuodsay pue JuUIWWO)) I[qNJ [EMBIPYIAA PUBT dSuey J10331D)IA



12V

228

Private Citizens/Organizations

933 17749

J1559u5 38 BOWEN IND CUNTRS PAGE

-
Triple B Cattle Company

\ﬁr

#9801 Camegie*El Paso, Texas 798254(915)598-0100%Ranch Headquartara*(915) B21-8000%
Trangmiral No.JNB118:21099

February 10, 1999

Dr. Andy Vilgt

Aun: ATZC-CSA

P.0. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texps 79906

Deat Dr. Vilet:

‘McCGregor Range, as a training and tesiing site for Fart Bliss, White Sands Missile Range and Holloman
Air Force Bese, is of ntmest importance to our nation's defense and 1o our Tegion’s econotmic well-being.

Therefore, I pport the inged withd 1 of McGregor Range for usc as directed by the U.S.
Army for a period of 50 years beginning 2061; that the corront boundaries of the Range remain as they are
today; axd that there be no constrains applied to the range for military use.

Sincerely,
BOWEN RANCH

228. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental

analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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P & J INDUSTRIES, INC. - ELL PASO A 30 BECH

INDUSTRIAL PLATING SPECIALIST

44 BUTTERFIELD CIRCLE « EL PASO, TEXAS 79906
TELEPHONE (915) 779-8777 FAX (915) 779-1919

January 28, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZA-CSA

PO Box 6020

Fort Bliss Texas 79906

Dear Mr. Vliet:

McGregor Range, as a training and testing site for Fort Bliss, White Sands Missile Range
and Holloman Air Force Base, is of utmost importance to our nation’s defense and to our
region’s economic well-being.

Therefore, I strongly support the continued withdrawal of McGregor Range for use as
directed by the US Army for a period of 50 years beginning 2001; that the current
boundaries of the Range remain as they are today; and that there be no constraints applied
to the range for military use.

Regards,

ﬁ:yéimdbury

229.The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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ALL AMERICAN INTERNATIONAL SECURITY
PO. BOX 27109 * EL PASO, TX 79926-7109

fp 4 BEED

February 2, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA
P.0. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, TX 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet:

McGregor Range, as a training and testing site for Fort Bliss, White Sands Missile Range and
Holloman Air Force Base, is of utmost importance to our nation’s defense and to our region’s
economic well-being,

Therefore, I strongly support the continued withdrawal of McGregor Range for use as directed by
the U.S, Army for a period of 50 years beginning 2001, that the current boundaries of the Range
remain as they are today; and that there be no constraints applied to the range for military use.

Sincerely,

b

Ben W. Bradford
President / C.E.O.

230.The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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AN 15 8D

January 12, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA
PO Box 6020

Fort Bliss, TX 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet:

1 am writing to express my support for the Alternative 1 listed in the Draft Legislative Environmental
Impact Statement for McGregor Range, New Mexico, Land Withdrawal Renewal. Alternative 1
states that the current boundaries of McGregor Range would remain the same. Nonmilitary activities
would continue under the BLM Resource Management Plan, McGregor Range.

I understand that the McGregor Range is under the joint jurisdiction of the US Army and the BLM.
I want you, as a decision-maker in this process, to know that the vast majority of people in Otero
County (pop. 55,000) support this project. Plus, please keep in mind that this deals with the life-
blood of our community, Holloman AFB.

The target complex proposed for the Otero Mesa and McGregor Range and associated flight routes
fill a shortcoming of Holloman noted by the last Base Realignment and Closure Commission.
Holloman and the USAF need this range space for force readiness and training. The fact that the
German Air Force is willing to pay for much of the infrastructure provides tremendous savings to the
US taxpayer.

I support the continued withdrawal of the entire McGregor Range. The range is a vital resource to
the installation triangle of Ft. Bliss, White Sands Missile Range and Holloman AFB. These
installations are critical components of our economy, providing jobs and a tax base to a relatively
sparsely populated and industry-poor region. These installations have proven their value to national
defense over and over, and will continue to be vital assets in the future.

1 would appreciate your support for Alternate 1: the current boundaries of McGregor Range would
remain the same, and for the McGregor Range target complex.

Respectfully submitted,

Paul Brusuelas

231. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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ATTORNEYS AT LAW
906 VIRGINIA AVENUE
POST OFFICE DRAWER 5008

ALAMOGORDO, NEW MEXICO
88311-5008

January 22, 1999

Dr. Andy Bliet

Program Manager

U.S. Army Air Defense

Artillery Center - Ft. Bliss

ATTN: ATZC-CSA (LEIS COMMENTS)
P.O. Box 6020

Ft. Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Bliet::

I support Alternative One which would allow for the continued withdrawal of the
McGregor Range.

F RANDOLPH BURROUGHS
JEFFERSON R. RHODES.

Area Code 505
4321010
Facsimile Number
(434-5805)

232.The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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Alamogordo
Committee of Fifty

P.0. Box 518 — Alamogordo, New Mexico 88311-0518
(505) 437-6120

January 12, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA
PO Box 6020

Fort Bliss, TX 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet,

On behalf of the members of the Alamogordo Chamber of Commerce Committee ot Fifty, we
are writing to express our support for the Alternative 1 listed in the Draft Legislative
Environmental Impact Statement for McGregor Range, New Mexico, Land Withdrawal
Renewal. Alternative 1 states that the current boundaries of McGregor Range would remain the
same. Nonmilitary activities would continue under the BLM Resource Management Plan,
McGregor Range.

We understand that the McGregor Range is under the joint jurisdiction of the US Army and the
BLM. We want you, as a decision-maker in this process, to know that the vast majority of
people in Otero County (pop. 55,000) support this project. Plus, please keep in mind that this
deals with the life-blood of our community, Holloman AFB.

The target complex proposed for the Otero Mesa and McGregor Range and associated flight
routes fill a shortcoming of Holloman noted by the last Base Realignment and Closure
Commission. Holloman and the USAF need this range space for force readiness and training.
The fact that the German Air Force is willing to pay for much of the infrastructure provides
tremendous savings to the US taxpayer.

We, the Committee of Fifty have voiced our strong support for the continued withdrawal of the
entire McGregor Range. The range is a vital resource to the instailation triangie of Fi. Bliss,
White Sands Missile Range and Holloman AFB. These installations are critical components of
our economy, providing jobs and a tax base to a relatively sparsely populated and industry-poor
region. These installations have proven their value to national defense over and over, and will
continue to be vital assets in the future.

We would appreciate your support for Alternative 1: the current boundaries of McGregor Range
would remain the same, and for the McGregor Range target complex.

Respectfully submitted,

G

Chairman
Committee of Fifty

233. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental

analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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1 °S9 14:508 FROM MITHOFF ADVERTISING

MITHOFF ABVERTISING INC' .

. '4105 RIO RRAVO STRFET » EL PASO, TEXAS 79902-1090 |

TELEPHONE 915 544-9400 « FAX 916 544-9426

V7w TOTAL PAGE:
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234. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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Written Comment Sheet
McGregor Range Land Withdrawal Renewal AN 12 Y
Draft Legislative Envir tal Impact Statement
Thank you for your input R
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Comment and Suggested Improvement
or broader information)
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**** CONTINUE ON BACK FOR MORE SPACE ****

BUS(IU\M
Valll Venele

NAME: g€
sooress:_ 2| Cannmiing
CITY: ﬁ / dUW\a/om o
STATE, ZIP CODE, N/ i EE5o O
PHONE NUMBER_( f@T//Z‘/ L2850

Area Code

D Please check if you would like to receive a copy of the Final LEIS (Phone Number Required for Federal Express Delivery)
PLEASE HAND THIS FORM IN OR MAIL BEFORE FEBRUARY 9, 1999 TO:

Dr. Andy Vljet, Program Manager
U.S. Army Air Defense Artillery Center and Fort Bliss
Attention: ATZC-CSA (LEIS Comments)
P.O. Box 6020
Fort Bliss, Texas 79906
Email: mcgregor@emh10.bliss.army.mil

235. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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é 5RESTAURANTS, INC. FER 1 1 Mep

6801 Gateway Blvd. West ¢ El Paso, Texas 79925 ¢ 915/779-2900 « Fax 915/779-0600

January 29, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA

P. O. Box 6020

Ft. Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Viiet

McGregor Range, as a trining and testing site for Fort Bliss, White Sands
Missile Range and Holloman Air Force Base, is of utmost importance to our
nation’s defense and to our region’s economic well-being,

Therefore, I strongly support the continued withdrawal of McGregor Range for
use as directed by the U. S. Army for a period of 50 years beginning 2001; that
the current boundaries of the Range remain as they are today, and that there be
no constraints applied to the range for military use.

Sincerely yours

(U eyt
Walter H. Buster

General Manager
Landry’s Seafood House

L. .

236. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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P

ALAMOGORDO REALTY, INC.
BETTER HOMES AND GARDENS®

20 Jan 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet, Program Manager

US Army Air Defense Artillery Center and Fort Bliss
Attention: ATZC-CSA (LEIS Comments)

PO Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet:

As aresident of Otero County, and a business owner in Alamogordo, NM, I wish to express my
strong support for Alternative 1 as listed in the Draft Legislative Environmental Impact Statement for
McGregor Range, NM, Land Withdrawal Renewal. It is my understanding that under this proposal, use
and boundaries of the McGregor Range would remain the same as they have been historically.

This range and its proposed target complex will be of significant value to the overall combat
readiness and training of the U.S. and German Air Forces. The fact that the German Air Force is willing to
pay for a significant portion of the development of this range provides major savings to the US taxpayer
while providing a training environment of great benefit to our Air Force.

The three military bases of Ft. Bliss, White Sands, and Holloman AFB are major factors in the
economy of El Paso, Las Cruces, and Alamogordo and to limit or reduce the use of McGregor Range will
have a detrimental impact on us all.

You have my support for Alternative 1 for McGregor Range.

Sincerel >
A G
Richard A. Carroll

Colonel, USAF, (Ret)
Owner/Broker

2103 First Street ® Alamogordo, NM 88310
Office: (505) 434-0800 Fax: (505) 434-0802
Tolt Free: (800) 530-4567

M 25 PECY

237. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental

analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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United Way of E1 Paso County 9
N 30 B
Executive
Committee

Eduardo A. Rodriguez
Board Chair

Robert E. Rook
Vice Chair

Dr. Frank Hoy
Vice Chair
Tsmac] Legarreta

Vice Chair

Margarita Sanchez
Sccrctary

Steve Helbing
Treasurer

Martini DeGroat
Campaign Chair

Donna Bentley
Allocations Chair

Adolpho R. Telles
Finance Chair

Hector Enriquez
Planning Chair

Alicia R. Chacén
President

January 28, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA

PO Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet:

McGregor Range, as a training and testing site for Fort Bliss, White Sands Missile
Range and Holloman Air Force Base, is of utmost importance to our nation’s defense
and to our region’s economic well-being.

Therefore, I strongly support the continued withdrawal of McGregor Range for use
as directed by the U.S. Army for a period of 50 years beginning 2001; that the current
boundaries of the Range remain as they are today; and that there be no constraints
applied to the range military use.

Sincerely,

W;’Ca) L{) Mc/v/

Alicia R. Chacon

P.0. BOX 3488

. 79923 . 1918 TEXAS . ELPASO,TEXAS . 79901 . (915)333-243¢ . (915)532-2104 FAX

238.The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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SIEMENS 82 B

February 1, 1998

Dr. Andy Viiet

Attn: ATZC-CSA

P.0. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Viiet

McGregor Range, ‘as a training and testing site for Fort Bliss, White Sands and Holloman
Alr Farce Base, is of utmost importance to our nation's defense and to our region’s well-
being.

Therefore, | strongly support the ‘continued withdrawal of McGregor Range to use as
directed by the U.S. Army for a period of 50 years beginning 2001, that the current
boundaries of the Range remain as they are today, and that there be no constraints
applied to the range for military use.

Sincetely,
AN

uby Ciciretti
erations Manager

Siemens Energy & Automation, Inc.

Distribution Products Division 1400 Henry Brennan Drive Tel: (915) 867-4200
El Paso. TX 78836 Fax: (915) 857-8251

239. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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Marcia A. and Larry E. Clark

(505) 437-2912

January 8, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet, Program Manager

McGregor Range Military Land Withdrawal Renewal
U.S. Amy Air Defense Artillery Center & Fort Bliss
Attn: ATZC-CSA

P.O. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr.Vliet:

We are writing to express our support for the Alternative 1 listed in the Draft
Legislative Environmental Impact Statement for McGregor Range, New
Mexico, Land Withdrawal Renewal. Alternative 1 states that the current
boundaries of McGregor Range would remain the same. Nonmilitary
activities would continue under the BLM Resource Management Plan,
McGregor Range.

McGregor Range is a vital resource to White Sands Missile Range, Ft. Bliss
and Holloman Air Force Base. These installations, especially Holloman, are

vital to our economy.

We would appreciate your support for Alternative 1 where the current
boundaries of McGregor Range would remain the same.

Sincerely,

Mantia A
Marcia A. Clark Larry E. Clark

1109 Michigan Ave. Alamogordo, NM 88310 JAN 12 By

240. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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\ UN ﬁ 34100 North Mesa, Suite B @ El Paso, Texas 79902 e (915) 532-8900

RAVEL
& TRAVEL BOUTIQUE FEB 3 BECD

February 1, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA

P.0. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet:

McGregor Range, as a training and testing site for Fort Bliss, White Sands Missile Range
and Holloman Air Force Base, is of utmost importance to our nation’s defense and to our
region’s economic well-being.

Therefore, I strongly support the continued set-aside of McGregor Range for use as
directed by the U.S. Army for a period of 50 years beginning 2001; that the current
boundaries of the Range remain as they are today, and that there be no constraints applied
to the Range for military use.

Sincerely,

YV

Duane P. Coleman
Vice President

241. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental

analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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CONDE INC

January 26, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA

P.O. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet:

McGregor Range, as a training and testing site for Fort Bliss, White Sands Missile Range and
Holloman Air Force Base, is of utmost importance to our nation’s defense and to our region’s
economic well-being.

Therefore, 1 strongly support the continued withdrawal of McGregor Range for use as directed by
the U.S. Army for a period of 50 years beginning 2001; that the current boundaries of the Range
remain as they are today; and that there be no constraints applied to the range for military use.

Sincerely,

ENGINEERING/PLANNING/SURVEYING

VISTA HILLS BANK PLAZA (] 1790 LEE TREVIND. SWITE 400/ EL PASO. TEXAS 799368/(9 151 592-0283

242. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental

analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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. fep 3 BECD
ACCIeN
EL PASO

More than hope, success.

January 28, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA

P.0O. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet:

McGregor Range, as a training and testing site for Fort Bliss, White Sands Missile Range
and Holloman Air Force Base, is of utmost importance to our nation’s defense and to our
region’s economic well-being.

Therefore, I strongly support the continued withdrawal of McGregor Range for use as
directed by the U.S. Army for a period of 50 years beginning 2001; that the current
boundaries of the Range remain as they are today; and that there be no constraints applied
to the range for military use.

Singerely,
Z é[//’)té;b/ M@J

Carmen Contreras
President & CEO

ACCION EL PASO 7744 North Loop Rd., Suite A, El Paso, Texas 79915 Tel 915-779-3727 Fax 915-779-3966 accionelpaso@compuserve.com

243. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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Written Comment Sheet

McGregor Range Land Withdrawal Renewal
Dralt Legislative Environmental Impact Statement

PLEASE PRINT

Thank you for your input
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sovress: £/2)  flage 7 e

cm:_g/ - ’()4 %9

STATE, 1P CODE /] 5

7995

PHONE NUMBER (_4/_(/\ ) ﬁry - ??3/{’

Area Code
Please check il you would like to rec

Pleas

eive a copy of the Final LEIS (Phone Number Required for Federal Express Delivery)
e [land This Form In or Mail BEFORE FEBRUARY 5, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet, Program Manager

U.3. Army Air Defense Artillery Center and Fort Bliss

ATTN: ATZC-CSA (LEIS Comments)
P.O. Box 6020
Fort Biiss, Texas 79906
Emall: megregor@emh 10.bliss.army.mil

244. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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)«»‘?efe Cook /

(W°"National Bank

Your Community Bank
Since 1956

N 12 ECD

January 12, 1999

Department of the Army
Re: McGregor Range, New Mexico, Land Withdrawal Renewal

1 am writing to express my support for the Alternative 1 listed in the Draft Legislative Environmental
Tmpact Statement for McGregor Range, New Mexico, Land Withdrawal Renewal. Alternative 1
states that the current boundaries of McGregor Range would remain the same. Nonmilitary activities
would continue under the BLM Resource Management Plan, McGregor Range.

I understand that the McGregor Range is under the joint jurisdiction of the US Army and the BLM.
We want you, as a decision-maker in this process, to know that the vast majority of people in Otero
County (pop. 55,000) support this project. Plus, please keep in mind that this deals with the life-
blood of our community, Holloman AFB.

The target complex proposed for the Otero Mesa and McGregor Range and associated flight routes
fill a shortcoming of Holloman noted by the last Base Realignment and Closure Commission.
Holloman and the USAF need this range space for force readiness and training. The fact that the
German Air Force is willing to pay for much of the infrastructure provides tremendous savings to the
US taxpayer.

I continue to have strong support for the continued withdrawal of the entire McGregor Range. The
range is a vital resource to the installation triangle of Ft. Bliss, White Sands Missile Range and
Holloman AFB. These installations are critical components of our economy, providing jobs and a
tax base to a relatively sparsely populated and industry-poor region. These installations have proven
their value to national defense over and over, and will continue to be vital assets in the future.

1 would appreciate your support for Alternate 1: the current boundaries of McGregor Range would
remain the same, a)wuge McGregor Range target complex.

)
RespectﬁﬂlW
R
N\

President & CEO

First National Bank In Alamogordo
414 10th Street / Post Office Box 9 / Alamogordo, New Mexico 88311-0009 / (505) 437-4880

245. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.

JudWNIO( Asuodsay pue JuUIWWO)) I[qNJ [EMBIPYIAA PUBT dSuey J10331D)IA



6¢-V

246

Private Citizens/Organizations

1/99 10:25 FAX 8337888

FEB 1

CRANFORD CONSULTING ASSOCIATES
5704 LOS CERRITOS
EL PASO, TEXAS 79912

29 January 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA

P.O. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet:

McGregor Range, as a training and testing site for Fort Bliss,
White Sands Missile Range and Holloman Air Force Base, is of
utmost importance to our nation’s defense and to our
region’s economic well being.

Therefore: I strongly support the continued withdrawal of
McGregor Range for use as directed by the U.S. Army for a
period of 50 years beginning in the year 2001: that the
current boundaries of the Range remain as they are today;
and that there be no constraints applied to the range for
military use, ‘

Sincerely, .-

S
Operatio

i@o1

246. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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Written Comment Sheet
McGregor Range Land Withdrawal Renewal
Draft Legislative Environmental Impact Statement

Thank you fer your input

PLEASE PRINT
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NAME: M/J»&Z A vl
ApDRESS: F3FLT LY Gt PR3
arY.__ /2 / gba

STATE. ZIP CODE ﬁ{ﬂﬁ 7972
PHONE NUMBER_ ( G e -y 76

Area Code
D Please check if you would like to receive a copy of the Final LEIS (Phone Number Reguired for Federal Express Delivery)
Please Hand This Form In or Mail BEFORE FEBRUARY 5, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet, Program Manager
U.S. Army Air Defense Artiliery Center and Fort Bliss
ATTN: ATZC-CSA {LEIS Comments})
P.O. Box 6020
Fort Bliss, Texas 79906
Email: megregor@emh10.bliss.army.mil

247. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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Written Comment Sheet
McGregor Range Land Withdrawal Renewal
Draft Legislative Environmental Impact Statement

Thank you for your input

PLEASE PRINT
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NAME: / A Clos

ADDRESS: 93?5 MFJ('W’W% #2/03

CITY: é—/ ,4#0

STATE. ZIP CODE __/ C % V7

PHONE NUMBER_(_7 /S ) S PV VA

Area Code
D Please check if you would like to receive a copy of the Final LEIS (Phone Number Required for Federal Express Delivery)
Please Hand This Form In or Mail BEFORE FEBRUARY 5, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet, Program Manager
U.S. Army Air Defense Artillery Center and Fort Bliss
ATTN: ATZC-CSA {LEIS Comments)
P.O. Box 6020
Fort Bliss, Texas 79906
Email: megregor@emh 10.bliss.army. mil

248. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.

JudWNIO( Asuodsay pue JuUIWWO)) I[qNJ [EMBIPYIAA PUBT dSuey J10331D)IA



wv

249 |

Private Citizens/Organizations

QUINTON E. DANIEL
1307 GREENWOOD LANE
ALAMOGORDO, NEW MEXICO 88310
(505) 437-3854

AN 12 BECY

January 12, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet, Program Manager

McGregor Range

P.O. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Gentlemen:

| hereby state that | favor Alternative No. 1, regarding the McGregor land dispute.

Sincerely,

249. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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FEB-91-8S8 13:48 FROM:BUCK ROGERS- TRAVEL MAIN ID: 8157780361 PAGE

Fnkllnpn_
A World Travel Partmers Affilite

Travel
FFB 1

February 1, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet
Attn: ATZC-CSA
PO Box 6020

Fort Bliss, TX 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet:

McGregor Range, as a training and testing site for Fort Bliss, White Sands Missile Range
and Holloman Air Force Base, is of utmost importance to our nation’s defense and to our
nation’s defense and to our region’s economic well-being.
Thuefore,lsmnglywppoﬁmeoomhmedwithdmwalofMoGregorngefmuseas
cﬁmwdbymeUSAmyforapeﬁodofSwasbeginningZOOl;ﬂmtbnqm'm‘ i
boundaries of the Range remain as they are today; and that there be no constrains applied
to the range for military use.

Sincerely,
/ﬁ .

Richard E. Dayoub
President

Corporate Office The Vasation Cester

At Ainat Posperee Square
Airwey Bivd+ EL Paas, TX 10025 1 W, bloca SL.v I Paso, YX 912
1(1:§m-m»msprrm FAX (915) 5810083+ (15 ST FAX

A TR AV EL M ANAGEMENT cC O M P ANRNY

ik

171

250. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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coLbweLL
BANKEGRO

Feg 3 BECD

de WETTER
HOVIOUS, INC.

February 1, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA

P.O. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Andy:

5662 N. MESA STREET
EL PASQ, TX 79812
BUS. (915) 834-4000

11212 MONTWOOD DRIVFE
EL PASO, TX 79936
BUS. (915) 592-8100

McGregor Range, as a training and testing site for Fort Bliss, White Sands Missile Range and
Holloman Air Force Base, is of utmost importance to our nation’s defense and to our region’s

economic well-being. It is a unique national asset.

Therefore, 1 strongly support the continued withdrawal of McGregor Range for use as directed
by the U.S. Army for a period of 50 years beginning 2001. The current boundaries of the Range
must remain as they are today. In addition, the Army must be free to use the Range for military
use as needed. The past has shown that the Army has done an outstanding job of maintaining the

Range.

President

cdw/js

An Independently Owned and Operated Member of Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation

251. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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Written Comment Sheet JAN 2 3 BECT-
McGregor Range Land Withdrawal Renewal
Draft Legislative Envir tal Impact St t i

. 1 [l
Thank you for your input DATE ///L/ /q ’
PLEASE PRINT
c Location in D

(Include page and line numbers Comment and Suggested Improvement

or broader information)

—¢ ST S [ racal Ejagal)

**** CONTINUE ON BACK FOR MORE SPACE ****

NAME: {;?@WL& j)l -\Lfrd )

ADDRESS: b%:)q ﬁl%fi AL , (XLAB“ e

CITY: 4(?&60

STATE, ZIP CODE v‘,AK ) (] (;[6{1 C) 3
prone yomser_( U9 Sle (s d0(p lp

Area Code
E/Please check if you would like to receive a copy of the Final LEIS (Phone Number Required for Federal Express Delivery)
PLEASE HAND THIS FORM IN OR MAIL BEFORE FEBRUARY 9, 1999 TO:

Dr. Andy Vliet, Program Manager
U.S. Army Air Defense Artillery Center and Fort Bliss
Attention: ATZC-CSA (LEIS Comments)
P.O. Box 6020
Fort Bliss, Texas 79906
Email: mcgregor@emh]10.bliss.army.mil

252. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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gamsi 04 %éaﬁ Co.

PO. BOX 1856 PHONE 533-9091
EL PASO, TEXAS 79950

January 28,

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA

P.0. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet:

McGregor Range,
Bliss, White Sands Missile Range and Holloman Air Force Base,
of utmost importance to our nation’s defense and to our
economic well-being.

Therefore, I strongly support the continued withdrawal
McGregor Range for use as directed by the U.S. Army for a
of 50 years beginning 2001; that the current boundaries of
Range remain as they are today; and that there be nho
applied to the range for military use.

Sincerely,

1999

as a training and testing site for Fort

is

region’s

of

period

the

constraints

Preed) ﬂ%@%rj’

e

James A. Dick III
President

253. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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- Written Comment Sheet FEB 3 HED
McGregor Range Land Withdrawal Renewal
Draft Legislative Environmental Impact Statement

pATE_ [ — /Y- 79

Thank you for your input

PLEASE PRINT

Comment Location in Document
(In¢lude page and line numbers
or broader information)

Comment and Suggested Improvement

B PNON oNE Lo THRRAWL

**** CONTINUE ON BACK FOR MORE SPACE ****

) N
NAME: TBITHANY J epeckar

appress: LT MESCAUQ Fv 2

oy AL Ao CokO0

STATE, z1P copE___ [~/ M g 83/ 0

PHONE NUMBER_( & O ) Ug\'}' 85(&-7

Area Code
D Please check if you would like to receive a copy of the Final LEIS (Phone Number Required for Federal Express Delivery)

PLEASE HAND THIS FORM IN OR MAIL BEFORE FEBRUARY 9, 199% TO:

Dr. Andy Vliet, Program Manager
U.S. Army Air Defense Artillery Center and Fort Bliss
Attention: ATZC-CSA (LEIS Comments)
P.O. Box 6020
Fort Bliss, Texas 79906
Email: megregor@emh]0.bliss.army.mil

254. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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Mdz 77 @?W JAN 2 3 ECD
P.0. BOX 1522

ALAMOGORDO, NEW MEXICO
88311-1522

January 14, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA

P.O. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet:

I wish to express my full support for the Alternative 1 listed in the Draft
Legislative Environmental Impact Statement for McGregor Range, New Mexico, Land
Withdrawal Renewal.

Alternative 1 states that the current boundaries of McGregor Range would remain
the same. Nonmilitary activities would continue under the BLM Resource Management
Plan, McGregor Range. I understand that the McGregor Range is under the joint
jurisdiction of the US Army and the BLM.

The vast majority of people in Otero County support this project. Holloman Air
Force Base is the lifeblood of our community.

The target complex proposed for the Otero Mesa and McGregor Range and
associated flight routes fill a shortcoming of Holloman noted by the last Base
Realignment and Closure Commission. Holloman and the USAF need this range space
for force readiness and training. The fact that the German Air Force is willing to pay for
much of the infrastructure provides tremendous savings to the US taxpayer.

1 support the continued withdrawal of the entire McGregor Range. The range is a
vital resource to the installation triangle of Ft. Bliss, White Sands Missile Range and
Holloman AFB. These installations are critical components of our economy, providing
jobs and a tax base to a relatively sparsely populated and industry-poor region. These
installations have proven their value to national defense over and over, and will continue
to be vital assets in the future.

I would appreciate your support for Alternate 1: the current boundaries of
McGregor Range would remain the same, and for the McGregor Range target complex.

Very truly yours,
. [
\ R ! .
/&Q/W /{,l/x,ffﬁﬂh/

Doris Duggan

255. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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02/04/989

11:15 FAX 505 527 5548

LC CHAMBER COMM

GREATER LAS CRUCES
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, INC.

1999
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

February 2, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA

P.0. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet:

McGregor Range, as a training and testing site for Fort Bliss, White
Sands Missile Range (WSMR) and Holloman Air Force Base, is of the
utmost importance to our nation’s defense and to our region’s economic
well-being.

The Greater Las Cruces Chamber of Commerce has always been and will
continue to be a major supporter of the three (3) military bases mentioned
above. The economies of El Paso, TX; Las Cruccs, NM; Alamogordo,
NM; and our surrounding communities depend a great deal upon these
three (3) military bases.

The Greater Tas Cruces Chamber of Commerce strongly supports the
continued withdrawal of McGregor Range for use as directed by the U.S.
Army for a perod of 50 years beginning in 2001, that the current
boundaries of the Range remain as they are today, and that there be no
constraints applied to the range for military use.

Should you have any questions regarding this matter or our support,
please do not hesitate to contact us.

si %W/
Chair of the Board

Tom Hutchinson

Vice President

Government Relations
Division

P.O. Drawer 519 +Las Cruccs, New Mexico * USA * 88004-0519
Tel: (505) 524-1968 - Fax: (505) 527-5546
hup:f/www.lascruces.org

]

256. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.

JudWNIO( Asuodsay pue JuUIWWO)) I[qNJ [EMBIPYIAA PUBT dSuey J10331D)IA



05-V

257

Private Citizens/Organizations

AN 15 RECD

January 12, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA
PO Box 6020

Fort Bliss, TX 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet:

T am writing to express my support for the Alternative 1 listed in the Draft Legislative Environmental
Impact Statement for McGregor Range, New Mexico, Land Withdrawal Renewal. Alternative 1
states that the current boundaries of McGregor Range would remain the same. Nonmilitary activities
would continue under the BLM Resource Management Plan, McGregor Range.

I understand that the McGregor Range is under the joint jurisdiction of the US Army and the BLM.
T want you, as a decision-maker in this process, to know that the vast majority of people in Otero
County (pop. 55,000) support this project. Plus, please keep in mind that this deals with the life-
blood of our community, Holloman AFB.

The target complex proposed for the Otero Mesa and McGregor Range and associated flight routes
fill a shortcoming of Holloman noted by the last Base Realignment and Closure Commission.
Holloman and the USAF need this range space for force readiness and training. The fact that the
German Air Force is willing to pay for much of the infrastructure provides tremendous savings to the
US taxpayer.

I support the continued withdrawal of the entire McGregor Range. The range is a vital resource to
the installation triangle of Ft. Bliss, White Sands Missile Range and Holloman AFB. These
installations are critical components of our economy, providing jobs and a tax base to a relatively
sparsely populated and industry-poor region. These instailations have proven their value to national
defense over and over, and will continue to be vital assets in the future.

I'would appreciate your support for Alternate 1: the current boundaries of McGregor Range would
remain the same, and for the McGregor Range target complex.

Respectfully submitted,
/ é‘é é/ P

Mark Eaton

257. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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James D. Edge & Associates
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

4100 RIO BRAVO, SUITE 200
EL PASO, TEXAS 79902-1048

MEMBER MEMBER
(915) 532-2463 DIVISION FOR CPA FIRMS
FAX (915) 533-5779 PRIVATE COMPANIES PRACTICE SECTION

AMERICAN INSTITUTE
OF CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

January 29, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA

P. O. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Viict:

McGregor Range, as a training and testing site for Fort Bliss, White Sands Missile Range and
Holloman Air Force Base, is vital to our nation’s defense and to the West Texas and Southern New Mexico
economy.

I understand that some groups want the land used for other purposes. 1 personaily am strongly
opposed to using this land for any other purpose. I support the continued withdrawal of McGregor Range
for use as directed by the U. S. Army for a period of 50 years beginning 2001; that the current boundaries
of the Range remain as they are today; and that there be no constraints applied to the range for military use.

Very truly yours,

258. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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T GEORGE ERNST BUSINESS: (915) 544-2940 RESIDENCE: (915)584-4236
ittion
:g:;':; PO.BOX 117 / 124 CASTELLANO. SUITE 202 / EL PASO. TEXAS 79941
R

February 1, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet
Attn: ATZC-CSA
PO Box 6020

Ft. Bliss TX 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet:

McGregor Range, as a training and testing site for Fort Bliss, White Sands Missile Range and
Holloman Air Force Base, is of utmost importance to our nation’s defense and to our region’s
economic well being.

Therefore, I strongly support the continued withdrawal of McGregor Range for use as directed
by the U.S. Army for a period of 50 years beginning 2001; that the current boundaries of the
Range remain as they are today; and that there be no constraints applied to the Range for military
use.

Sin:e/rei,//_

George Emst

NATIONAL SALES LEADER

Asocation for Adancad Life Underwriving COMPANIES
]

259. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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ARITIIES 75058 LOCKHEED, EL PASO, TX 79925
i
RESEARCH INTERNATIONAL TELEPHONE: (915) 7722700 TELEFAX: (915) 772-2250

February 2, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA

P.O. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet:

McGregor Range, as a training and testing site for Fort Bliss, White Sands Missile Range and
Holloman Air Force Base, is of utmost importance to out nation's defense and to our region's
economic well-being.

260. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental

260 Therefore, T stron; i i i
3 ply support the continued withdrawal of McGregor Range for use as directed .
by the U.S. Army for a period of 50 years beginning 2001; that the current boundaries of the aqgly&s proce;s for the renewal of the McG regor Range
Range remain as they are today; and that there be no constraints applied to the range for military military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
use. during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional

review.

Vice President and Manager
Tactical Operations & Test Group

JRE:Ivb
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C’gW & %;W T RELYL
ATTORNEY AT LAW
FIRST NATIONAL BANK BUILDING
POST OFFICE DRAWER 628
ALAMOGORDO, NEW MEXICO Telephone: (505) 437-6620
88311-0628 Facsimile: (505) 437-6629

E-mail: gef@totacc.com

January 13, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA

P.O. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet:

1 am writing to express my support for the Alternative 1 listed in the Draft
Legislative Environmental Impact Statement for McGregor Range, New Mexico, Land
Withdrawal Renewal. Alternative 1 states that the current boundaries of McGregor Range
would remain the same. Nonmilitary activities would continue under the BLM Resource
Management Plan, McGregor Range.

I understand that the McGregor Range is under the joint jurisdiction of the US
Army and the BLM. I want you, as a decision-maker in this process, to know that the vast
majority of people in Otero County (pop. 55,000) support this project. Plus, please keep
in mind that this deals with the lifeblood of our community, Holloman AFB.

The target complex proposed for the Otero Mesa and McGregor Range and
associated flight routes fill a shortcoming of Holloman noted by the last Base
Realignment and Closure Commission. Holloman and the USAF need this range space
for force readiness and training. The fact that the German Air Force is willing to pay for
much of the infrastructure provides tremendous savings to the US taxpayer.

T support the continued withdrawal of the entire McGregor Range. The range is a
vital resource to the installation triangle of Ft. Bliss, White Sands Missile Range and
Holloman AFB. These installations are critical components of our economy, providing
jobs and a tax base to a relatively sparsely populated and industry-poor region. These
installations have proven their value to national defense over and over, and will continue
to be vital assets in the future.

I would appreciate your support for Alternate 1: the current boundaries of
McGregor Range would remain the same, and for the McGregor Range target complex.

Very truly yours,
y >
N
George E. Béttinger *

GEF:ep

261. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental

analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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POST OFFICE DRAWER 628 JAN l 7 !m

ALAMOGORDO, NEW MEXICO
88311-0628

January 14, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA

P.O. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet:

I am writing to express my support for the Alternative 1 listed in the Draft
Legislative Environmental Impact Statement for McGregor Range, New Mexico, Land
Withdrawal Renewal. Alternative 1 states that the current boundaries of McGregor Range
would remain the same. Nonmilitary activities would continue under the BLM Resource
Management Plan, McGregor Range.

I understand that the McGregor Range is under the joint jurisdiction of the US
Army and the BLM. I want you, as a decision-maker in this process, to know that the vast
majority of people in Otero County (pop. 55,000) support this project. Plus, please keep
in mind that this deals with the lifeblood of our community, Holloman AFB.

The target complex proposed for the Otero Mesa and McGregor Range and
associated flight routes fill a shortcoming of Holloman noted by the last Base
Realignment and Closure Commission. Holloman and the USAF need this range space
for force readiness and training. The fact that the German Air Force is willing to pay for
much of the infrastructure provides tremendous savings to the US taxpayer.

1 support the continued withdrawal of the entire McGregor Range. The range is a
vital resource to the installation triangle of Ft. Bliss, White Sands Missile Range and
Holloman AFB. These installations are critical components of our economy, providing

jobs and a tax base to a relatively sparsely populated and industry-poor region. These

installations have proven thieir value io national defense over and over, and wiil continue
to be vital assets in the future.

I would appreciate your support for Alternate 1: the current boundaries of
McGregor Range would remain the same, and for the McGregor Range target complex.

Very truly yours,

AN \szZf;%au
R. Nell Fettinger

262. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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Written Comment Sheet
McGregor Range Land Withdrawal Renewal
Draft Legislative Environmental Impact Statement

Thank you for your input

PLEASE PRINT DATE

I support. the retention of MeGrepor Range Land under the control of and

February 2, 1999

use bv Ft. Bliss for testing purvoses.

NaME: __ Al fred D W’

ADDRESS: 10124 Woodway Dr.

CITY: El Paso, TX 79925

STATE, ZIP CODE

PHONE NUMBER__( 915 ) 598-7272

Area Code
l:] Please check if you would like to receive a copy of the Finai LEIS (Phone Number Required for Federal Express Delivery}
Please Hand This Form In or Mail BEFORE FEBRUARY 5, 1999

Dr, Andy Vliet, Program Manager
U.S. Army Air Defense Artillery Center and Fort Bliss
ATTN: ATZC-CSA (LEIS Comments)
P.O. Box 6020
Fort Bliss, Texas 79906
Emall: mcgregor@emhl0.bliss.army.mil

263. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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Written Comment Sheet
McGregor Range Land Withdrawal Renewal
Draft Legislative Environmental Impact Statement

Thank you for your input

PLEASE PRINT

The continues use of McGregor Range Land for testing and training by

DATE February 2, 1999

Ft. Bliss units best serves and benellts our Military Misstomn:

mamE: _ 0ladys S. Flelder %LM T Hove
7

ADDRESS: 10124 Woodway Dr.

CITe: El Pasa

STATE, ZIP CODE __Texas 79925

PHONE NUMBER_ (915 ) 598-7272

Arca Code

D Flease check if you would like to receive a copy of the Finat LEIS (Phone Number Required for Federal Express Delivery)
Please Hand This Form In or Mail BEFORE FEBRUARY 5, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet, Program Manager
U.5. Army Air Defense Artillery Center and Fort Bliss
ATTN: ATZC-CSA (LEIS Comments)
P.O. Box 6020
Fort Bliss, Texas 79906
Email: megregor@emh10.bliss.army.mil

264. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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Written Comment Sheet
McGregor Range Land Withdrawal Renewal
Draft Legislative Environmental Impact Statement

OEC 4 8 wcD

Thank you for your input

PLEASE PRINT DATE _Dec, 14, 98

Keep the Mc Gregor Range as is.. It is needed for the kind of launching that is

done there There are not many place where is enough spacefor-this.—And—for
the sake of the eccolgyit should be retained as is. The grass and the other plant
life has not been as lush as it is for decades. I am old enough to remember when
the—grasses;—the—framma—amd—=—coupte—of other—vartertes—were—tushbefore (A3
grazing left little bhut a few desert plant It has taken all these years to
recover. I see nothing wrong with the arraingments for limited grazing, permits

for hunting and other outdoor pastimes that are allowed. 1f the cattlemen had

b

: & 14 3 PR 3 5 113
FHowdyTIewotTa—Soon-peovergrazed; dune—buggies—wouldbe—tearingup—the

fragiledesert terrain as they have dome in Southern Calif.And with unrestrcred

hunting, there would soon be nothing left to hunt.

Lets keep the status quo.

13 2 14 FERT RN Py
Terae s rrtzgeraid. .. 2400 Weeting ——Et Pasori 79930 566=2106

NAME:

IADDRESS:

CITY:

STATE, ZIP CODE

PHONE NUMBER__ ( )
Area Code

j Please check if you would like to receive a copy of the Final LEIS (Phone Number Required for Federal Express Delivery)
Please Hand This Form In or Mail BEFORE FEBRUARY 3, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet, Program Manager
U.S. Army Air Defense Artillery Center and Fort Bliss
ATTN: ATZC-CSA (LEIS Comments)
P.O. Box 6020
Fort Bliss, Texas 79906
Email: mcgregor@emh 10.bliss.army.mil

265. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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Southern
Union Gas

Richard G. Fleager
Regional Vice President, West Texas
(915) 680-8201

FEB 5 fEp-

February 2, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA

P. O. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, TX 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet:

McGregor Range, as a training and testing site for Fort Bliss, White Sands Missile Range and
Holloman Air Force Base, is of utmost importance to our nation’s defense and to our region’s
economic well being.

Therefore, I strongly support the continued withdrawal of McGregor Range for use as directed by
the U.S. Army for a period of 50 years beginning 2001; that the current boundaries of the Range

remain as they are today; and that there be no constraints applied to the range for military use.

Cordially,

Rl

RGF:vp

PEOPLE SERVING CUSTOMERS AND THE ENVIRONMENT WITH COMMITMENT, LEADERSHIP AND INNOVATION
P.0O. Box 31458 El Paso, Texas 79931-0458 Fax (915) 680-8292

266. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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_ Dale: 1/27/89 Time: 17:91:18 Page 505
(O[] LINPAC, INC.
@ ANC) Container Division

FEB 4 fItD
CHUCK FRENCH
TERRITORY MANAGER
421 FREDERICK OFFICE: (915) 772-4565
EL PASO, TEXAS 79905 FAX: (915) 7720967

LETTER OF SUPPORT

January 26, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA

P. 0. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Viiet:

McGregor Range, as a training and testing site for Fort Bliss, White Sands
Missile Range and Holloman Air Force Base, is of utmost importance to our
nation's defense and to our region’s economic well-being.

Therefore, | strongly support the continued withdrawal of McGregor Range for
use as directed by the U.S. Army for a period of 50 years beginning 2001; that
the current boundaries of the Range remain as they are today; and that there be
no constraints applied to the range for military use.

Signature

e
ﬂ;v Pop{,{}f\{’/ 4y Frodbode

T fuan T 79905

s admin armfaree mearen? dne

267. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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Private Citizens/Organizations

Written Comment Sheet
McGregor Range Land Withdrawal Renewal
Draft Legislative Environmental Impact Statement

Thank you for your input
PLEASE PRINT DATE “-2 5{‘ 2 f
My LeQueeT (s THAT Mo bhetyx Renbe
Lanpy | 5 r%v’ LN THE For  THE e SEN XE s

TS Mep i VE Ay T Bk THE CogiiyED (- Ag Wrdt
(F FT Eijan AND "rps whre Sigpe Ugsie Abd5Z

ADDRESS: _ 3 /) H T UAN STONE

o L fN 7
STATE. ZIPCODEj'[_"K;{-% 7?7
pHowE Numper_(_ S )5 ﬁ" 79\74/

Area Code
D Please check if you would like to receive a copy of the Final LEIS (Phone Number Required for Federal Express Delivery)
Please Hand This Form In or Mail BEFORE FEBRUARY 5,1999

Dr. Andy Vliet, Program Manager
U.S. Army Air Defense Artillery Center and Fort Bllss
ATTN: ATZC-CSA (LEIS Comments}
P.O. Box 6020
Fort Bliss, Texas 79906
Emalil: mcgregor@emh10.bliss.army.mil

268. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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JAK 15 BECD

January 12, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA
PO Box 6020

Fort Bliss, TX 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet:

1 am writing to express my support for the Alternative 1 listed in the Draft Legislative Environmental
Impact Statement for McGregor Range, New Mexico, Land Withdrawal Renewal. Alternative 1
states that the current boundaries of McGregor Range would remain the same. Nonmilitary activities
would continue under the BLM Resource Management Plan, McGregor Range.

Tunderstand that the McGregor Range is under the joint jurisdiction of the US Army and the BLM.
I want you, as a decision-maker in this process, to know that the vast majority of people in Otero
County (pop. 55,000) support this project. Plus, please keep in mind that this deals with the life-
blood of our community, Holloman AFB.

The target complex proposed for the Otero Mesa and McGregor Range and associated flight routes
fill a shortcoming of Holloman noted by the last Base Realignment and Closure Commission.
Holloman and the USAF need this range space for force readiness and training. The fact that the
German Air Force is willing to pay for much of the infrastructure provides tremendous savings to the
US taxpayer.

I'support the continued withdrawal of the entire McGregor Range. The range is a vital resource to
the installation triangle of Ft. Bliss, White Sands Missile Range and Holloman AFB. These
installations are critical components of our economy, providing jobs and a tax base to a relatively
sparsely populated and industry-poor region. These installations have proven their value to national
defense over and over, and will continue to be vital assets in the future.

I would appreciate your support for Alternate 1: the current boundaries of McGregor Range would
remain the same, and for the McGregor Range target complex.

Respectﬁllly submitted,

bl

2 C,(/( /<
‘Kengeth Garland

269. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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From: FRANCIS P GAUTHIER [SMTP:gbgaut@juno.com]
Sent: Monday, February 01, 1999 12:07 PM

To: megregori@emhl(.bliss.army.mil

Subject: MeGregor Range Withdrawl

Dr. Andy Vliet, Program Manager,
ATZC-CSA (LEIS Comments)

Dear Dr. Vliet,

As a citizen of Ctero County, NM, I want to express my support for the
Alternative 1 listed in the Draft Legishative Environmental Impact
Statement for MecGregor Range. This range is vital to our national
security and to the economy of Alamogordo and Otero County. T am also
in favor of using the Otero Mesa area for construction of a bombing
range for Holloman Air Force Base.

Sincerely,

Gus Gauthier

270. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental

analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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AN 2 § ECD
Gerber Distributing 1148 Barranca Suite B
Wonder Bread El Paso TX 79935
Hostess Cake Office (915) 590-3980

Fax (915) 5903934

January 28, 1999

Dr. Andy Viiet

Ann:| ATZCCSA
P.O.Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Viiet,

McGregor Range, as a training and testing site for Fort Bliss, White Sands Missile
Range and Holloman Air Force Base, is of outmost importance to onr nation's
defense and to our region's economic well-being,

Therefore, l|strongly support the continued withdrawal of Mc Gregor Range for use as
d By the U.S. Army for a period of 50 years beginning 2001: that the current
boun of the Range remain as they are today, and that there be no constraints
o the range jor military use.

T
—99 89:12 AM GERBER DISTRIBUTING 9215 S9V 39896 P. 9

271. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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L
MMN e Cleaners ®' ™

(915) 565-1407
FAX (915) 565-0625

2631 WYOMING ST. EL PASO. TEXAS

January 29, 1999

Dr. Andy Viiet

Attn: ATZC-CSA
P.O. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, TX 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet,

McGregor Range, as a training and testing site for Fort Bliss, White Sands Missile Range and
Holloman Air Force Base, is of utmost importance to our nation's defense and to our region's
economic well-being.

Therefore, I strongly support the continued withdrawal of McGregor Range for use as directed by
the U.S. Army for a period of 50 years beginning 2001; that the current boundaries of the Range
remain as they are today, and that there be no constraints applied to the range for military use.

Respec! 1ly,

I [ 7
Howard Goldberg
President

272. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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Private Citizens/Organizations

Written Comment Sheet
McGregor Range Land Withdrawal Renewal
Draft Legislative Environmental Impact Statement

Thank you for your input

PLEASE PRINT

DATE __# % 22

/
_fw@a_% Lod] s 1o GLH 2 Tfu
2V ) 7/

Lo U5 F Sotimgy 7/;?&7 7/7; i Y Ca,«-lﬂ/z—/ olicac -

2, &@a_‘gﬂ’fd"t’ Less ol ¢ o
Lefanre [fosroae

w2

lzﬂ[
3 The Ripme o ifeot- 3{ u/ne/_rgydw/b;/" s 4 oI Rl
*Xe

/t;l/"c‘r' Lrrit fo VI

v LT (Red) Aybomie G, Cpuzide s
0482 Jaaiesr
CITY: L S

STATE, ZIP CODE __J X

ADDRESS:

5725

PHONE NUMBER_(_ %/ 7 ) 3FE~ BF 1 —
IZ/ Area Code
Please check if you would like to reccive a copy of the Final LEIS (Phone Number Required for Federal Express Delivery)

Please Hand This Form In or Mait BEFORE FEBRUARY 5, 1999

Dr. Andy Vllet, Program Manager
U.5. Army Air Defense Artillery Center and Fort Bliss
ATTN:; ATZC-CSA (LEIS Comments}
P.0O. Box 6020
Fort Bliss, Texas 79906
Email: megregor@emh10.bliss.army.mil

273. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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81-29-1999 12:86PM  FROM GONZALEZ CHIROPRACTIC TO 5686643 P.@2

Gonzalez Chiropractic Family Practice
Carlos M. Gonzalez, D.C., CCST

%X 4172 N Mesa 1 Ste. C 3% El Paso XTX t 79902 5 (915)532-2273 £ Fax: (915) 533-8631 £
1¥ 615 N Zaragosa 2¥ El Paso £ TX $ 79907 3 (915) 860-7396 % Fax: (915) 858-4279 ¥

January 29, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA
P.0.Box 6020

Fort Bliss, TX 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet,

McGregor Range , as a training and testing site for Fort Bliss, White Sands Missile
Range and Holloman Air Force Base, i8 of utmost importance to our nation's defense and
10 our region's economic well-being.

Therefore, I strongly support the continued withdrawal of McGregor Range for use as
directed by the U.S. Army for a period of 50 years beginning 2001; that the current
boundaries for the Range remain as they are today; and that there be no constraints
applied to the range for military use.

Signature th éﬂ//ﬁﬁj éb/

TOTAL P.B2

274. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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( El Paso - Los Angeles Limousine Express, Inc. )

First Class Bus Lines
FER 5

February 02, 199

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn. ATZC-CSA

P. O. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet:

MecGregor Range, as a training and testing site for Fort Bliss, White Sands Missile Range
and Holloman Air Force Base, is of utmost importance to our nation’s defense and to our
region’s economic well-being.

Therefore, | strongly support the continued withdrawal of McGregor Range for use as
directed by the U.S. Army for a period of 50 years beginning 2001; that the current
boundaries of the Range remain as they are today; and that there be no constraints
applied to the range fot military use.

Sincerely,

ol _Honglt

Isela Gonzalez
Operations Manager

720 8. Oregon« BEO. Box 1183 » El Paso, TX 79947 » Phone: (815} 532:4061 ¢ Fax: (915} 532-1711

FECD

275. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental

analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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p2/81/1998 17:43 9155857265

Frontera
Manufacturing Support Services uc

8521 Grand Ridge Drive

© Poso, Taxas 79912

Phone: 915587-8458; 915-585-1263
Fac 91655857265

Emall: jnetBprimenetcom

Fax Transmittal Form

To

Name: Dy, Andy Viiet
Organization Name/Dept: ATZC-CSA
cc:

Phane number:
Faxnumber: 915-568-6843

1 Urgent

GRAHAM PAGE 81
FEB 1 BECD
Frem
'RAY GRAHAM
Phone: 915-587-8456; 915-585-7263

Fac 915-585-7265
Email: jnet@primenet.com

Date sent: 1 February 1999

1 ForReview Time sent:

[ Please Comment Number of pages Inaluding cover page: 1
O Please Reply .

Wassage:

Dear Dr. Vilat,

McGregor Ranga, as a tralning and testing site for Fort Bllss, White Sands Missile Range apd Holloman Alr Force
Base, is of utmost Importance to our nation’s defense and to our region’s aconomic well béing.

Tharefore, | strangly support the continued withdrawal of McGregor Ihngeforusnasdlmd_ndbym .S, Army for
a period of 50 years baginning 2001; that the current boundaries of the Range remain as they are today and that
there be no constraints appiled to the range for military use.

276. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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JAN 12 T

Dr. Andy Vliet, Program Manager

U.S. Army Air Defense Artillery Center & Fort Bliss
Attn: ATZC-CSA (LEIS Comments)

P.O. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

January 12, 1999

I strongly support the Alternative 1 listed in the Draft Legislative Environmental Impact
Statement for McGregor Range, New Mexico, Land Withdrawal Renewal. This
Alternative states that the boundaries of McGregor Range would remain the same.

The range is a vital resource to the three installations of Ft. Bliss, Holloman AFB, and
White Sands Missile Range.. I believe that we need a strong national defense and these
three installations have proven their value to this means.

Having served in the US Army I am much in favor of the national defense and training is
so important on this range for all of our military services. Our economy depends on these
installations.

John L. Gre;:n v&ﬂ/\/\

1019 Canyon Road
Alamogordo, NM 88310
505 437-4377

I would like to receive a copy of the Final LEIS

277. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.

JudWNIO( Asuodsay pue JuUIWWO)) I[qNJ [EMBIPYIAA PUBT dSuey J10331D)IA



IL-V

278

Private Citizens/Organizations

-
NeuA
St
]

LOCO

J ) 7 B

CREDIT UNION

BOX 1743 « 808 WASHINGTON
ALAMOGORDO, NM 88311-1743

PHONE: 1-505-437-3110 « FAX: 1-505-437-5646
1-800-765-4130

TOOTS GREEN, CEOJanuary 12’ 1999

Dr. Andrew Vliet
Program Manager, McGregor Renewal
U.S. Army Air Defense Artillery Center and Fort Bliss
P.0. Box 6020
Fort Bﬁ5§, Texas 79906
(W&ft/
et:

Dear Dr.

As Past President of the Alamogordo Chamber of Commerce, I support the
Alternative 1 listed in the Draft Legislative Environment Impact Statement for McGregor
Range, New Mexico, Land Withdrawal Renewal. Alternative 1 states that the current
boundaries of McGregor Range would remain the same. Nonmilitary activities would
continue under the BLM Resource Management Plan, McGregor Range.

The target complex proposed for the Oero Mesa and McGregor Range and
associated flight routes fill a shortcoming of Holloman noted by the last Base Realignment
and Closure Commission. Holloman AFB and the USAF need this range space for force
readiness and training. The fact that the German Air Force is willing to pay for much of
the infrastructure provides tremendous savings to the US taxpayer. This is very important
to our economy.

1 strongly support the continued withdrawal of the entire McGregor Range. These
strategic decisions further strengthen the reciprocal relationship between all the area
military installations--the strategic defense triangle formed by Holloman AFB, WSMR,
and Fort Bliss. These installations have proven their value to our national defense over
and over, and will continue to be vital assets in the future.

Sincerely,

N/ -

Toots Green, CEO

Serving School Employees in the 10 Counties of Catron, DeBaca, Guadalupe, Harding, Hidalgo, Lincoln, Otero, Socorro, Torrance, Union;
All Students in Otero County; Loving Teachers; All Retired School Employees

278. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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279. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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BPLW

Architects & Engineers, Inc.

Martin Building, Sulte 501
215 North Stanton Street
El Paso, Texas 79901

(915) 545-1665

FAX (915) 545-1635

e-mail: bplwhx@bplw.com
web page: bplw.com

Officers

William L. Burns, AIA

Ronald L. Peters, AIA, AICP
Joseph D. Long, Emeritus, AIA, PE
Bift J. Waters, AIA

Charlie M. Otero, AIA

Senior Vice Presidents

John C. Crafton, PE

David A. Penasa. PE, MIES
Eugene A. Valentine, AIA, CC$
W. Paut Waters, AIA

Vice Presidents

Ronald Burstein, AlA, CCS
Marie L. Costiey

Roger Easley, APA

Carl W. Jordan. AIA

John I Manzanares, AlA
Tyler M. Mason, AlA, CCS
Michael J. Melichar, PE
Maureen M. Walter, AlA, CCS
Jason M. Weaver, PE

29000

January 28, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA

Post Office Box 6020
Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet:

McGregor Range, as a training and testing site for Fort Bliss, White Sands
Missile Range and Holloman Air Force Base, is of utmost importance to our
nation’s defense and to our region’s economic well-being.

Therefore, 1 strongly support the continued withdrawal of McGregor Range
for use as directed by the U.S. Army for a period of 50 years beginning
2001; that the current boundaries of the Range remain as they are today, and
that there be no constraints applied to the range for military use.

Sincerely,

Bill J. Hammons, P.E.
Project Manager

BJH/klc

280. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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HANSON .
DEVELOPMENT FER 4
CORPORATION

February 3, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA

P.O. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet:

McGregor Range, as a training and testing site for Fort Bliss, White Sands Missile Range and
Holloman Air Force Base, is of utmost importance to our nation’s defense and to our region’s
economic well-being.

Therefore, I strongly support the continued withdrawal of McGregor Range for use as directed by

the U.S. Army for a period of 50 years beginning 2001; that the current boundaries of the Range
remain as they are today; and that there be no constraints applied to the range for military use.

ussell Hanson

1715 B Weston Brent, El Paso, Texas 79935 (915) 592-4111 Fax 591-8421

281. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.

JudWNIO( Asuodsay pue JuUIWWO)) I[qNJ [EMBIPYIAA PUBT dSuey J10331D)IA



SLV

282

Private Citizens/Organizations

Y JAN 2 8 BECR
N

CHARLES, GARLAND AND HARRIS AGENCY

January 25, 1999

Dr. Andy Vleit

Program Manager

U.S. Ammy Air Defense Artillery Center and Fort Bliss
Attention: ATZC-CSA (LEIS Comments)

P.O. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet,

On behalf of Charles, Garland and Harris Agency, we are writing to express our support for the Alternative 1
listed in the Draft Legislative Environmental Impact Statement for McGregor Range, New Mexico, Land

Withdrawal Renewal. Alternative 1 states that the current boundaries of McGregor Range would remain the
same. Nonmilitary activities would continue under the BLM Resource Management Plan, McGregor Range.

We understand that the McGregor Range is under the joint jurisdiction of the US Army and the BLM. We
want you, as a decision-maker in this process, to know that the vast majority of people in Otero County (pop.
55,000) support this project. Plus, please keep in mind that this deals with the life-blood of our community,
Holloman AFB.

The target complex proposed for the Otero Mesa and McGrefor Range and associated flight routes fill a
shortcoming of Holloman noted by the last Base Realignment and Closure Commission. Holloman and the
USAF need this range space for force readiness and training. The fact that the German Air Force is willing
to pay for much of the infrastucture provides tremendous savings to the US taxpayer.

The range is a vital resource to the installation triangle of Ft. Bliss, White Sands Missile Range and
Holloman AFB. These installations are critical components of our economy, providing jobs and a tax base to
arelatively sparsely populated and industry-poor region. These installations have proven their value to
national defense over and over, and will continue to be vital assets in the future.

We would appreciate your support for Alternative 1: the current boundaries of McGregor Range would
remain the same, and for the McGregor Range target complex.

i tfully su‘;n%tte/d,

Jim Harris
President
Charles, Garland & Harris Agency

P.0.BOX 370 . 816 TENTH STREET + ALAMOGORDO, NEW MEXICO 88311 -+ (505) 4376910 - FAX (505) 437-8187

282. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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McGregor

Monday, January 18, 1999 11:50 AM
To: Vliiet, Andrew
Subject: FW: McGregor Range

Friday, January 15, 1999 6:19 PM
mcgregor@emh10.bliss.army.mil
McGregor Range

To:
Subject:

Dr. Andy Vliet, Program Manager
McGregor Range Military Land Withdrawal Renewal
U.S. Army Air Defense Center
& Fort Bliss (Attn: ATZC-CSA)
P.O. Box 6020
Fort Bliss, TX 79906

Dear Sir,

| am writing in regards to the current issue with Mc Gregor Range. | believe that the
implementation of Alternative 1 would be in the best interest of both the Military and the land.
The military control of the area restricts access to the land and therefore protects it from the
abuses that many of the public areas in the country have sustained.

Sincerely,
Linda Hartt-Goggin
5620 Green Castle Rd
El Paso, TX 79932

283. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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JAN 2 § BECD

MONTE VISTA TOWNHOMES
&
CORPORATE SUITES
1776 E. 17. STREET
ALAMOGORDO, NEW MEXICO 88310

January 27,1999

Representative Joe Skeen
1065-B S. Main Street, Suite A
Las Cruces, NM 88005

Dear Representative Skeen,

I am writing to express my support for the Alternative 1 listed in the Draft Legislative
Environmental Impact Statement for McGregor Range, New Mexico, Land Withdrawal
Renewal. Alternative 1 states that the current boundaries of McGregor Range would
remain the same. Nonmilitary activities would continue under the BLM Resource
Management Plan, McGregor Range.

T understand that the McGregor Range is under the joint jurisdiction of the US Army and
the BLM. I want you, as a decision-maker in this process, to know that my constituents
and I support this project. Plus, please keep in mind that this deals with the life blood of
our community, Holloman AFB.

The target complex proposed for the Otero Mesa and McGregor Range and associated
flight routes fill a shortcoming o f Holloman noted by the last Base Realignment and
Closure Commission. Holloman and the USAF need this range space for force readiness
and training. The fact that the German Air Force is willing to pay for much of the
infrastructure provides tremendous savings to the taxpayer.

As a Chamber member, 1 am voicing strong support for the continued withdrawal of the
entire McGregor Range. The range is a vital resource to the installation triangle of Ft.
Bliss, White Sands Missile Range and Holloman AFB. These installations are critical
components of our economy, providing jobs and a tax base to a relatively sparsely
populated and industry-poor region. These installations have proven their value to
national defense over and over, and will continue to be vital assets in the future.

284. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental

analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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I would appreciate your support for Alternative 1: the current boundaries of McGregor
Range would remain the same, and for the McGregor Range target complex.

fron Haymes
Property Manager/JKS Properties
cc

Chamber of Commerce
(form letter submitted by CC)
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January 26, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet
Altn: ATZC-CSA
P. 0. Box 6020

MEDIA COMPANY

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Vlet:

JAN 2§ BECD

McGregor Range, as a training and testing site for Fort Bliss, White Sands
Missile Range and Holloman Air Force Base, is of utmost importance to our
nation’s defense and to our region’s economic well-being.

Therefore, | strongly support the continued withdrawal of McGregor Range for
use as directed by the U.S. Army for a period of 50 years beginning 2001; that
the current boundaries of the Range remain as they are today; and that there be
no constraints applied to the range for military use.

1-27¥%

EL PASO DIVISION

4705 PERSHING, EL PASO, TEXAS 79903
(915) 566-9380  FAX (915) 566-9409

285. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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286 286. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental

analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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iy =
ety

B Pags Bperations

FEB 9 BECR

Pheips Dodge Copper Products Company, PO Box 20000, El Pasg, Texas 79998

Phelps Dodge Refining Corporation, PO Box 20001, El Paso, Texas 79998 (915) 775-8807 (915) 775-8327

John W. Holzenthaler
Vice President & General Manager

Dr. Andy Viiet

Attn: ATZC-CSA
P.O. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, TX 79906

Dear Dr. Viiet:

February 4, 1999

McGregor Range, as a training and testing site for Fort Bliss, White Sands Missile Range and
Holloman Air Force Base, is of utmost importance to our region's economic well-being.

Therefore, | strongly support the continued withdrawal of McGragor Range for use as directed by
the U.S. Army for a period of 50 years beginning 2001; that the current boundaries of the Range
remain as they are today,; and that there be no constraints applied to the range for military use.

Very truly yours,,

287. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental

analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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January 26

MEDIA COMPANY

, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA

P. O. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Vi

jet:

JAN 2 § FECD

McGregor Range, as a training and testing site for Fort Bliss, White Sands
Missile Range and Holloman Air Force Base, is of utmost importance to our
nation's defense and to our region’s economic well-being.

Therefore, | strongly support the continued withdrawal of McGregor Range for
use as directed by the U.S. Army for a period of 50 years beginning 2001; that
the current boundaries of the Range remain as they are today; and that there be

no constrai
\,

nts applied to the range for military use.

EL PASO DIvISION

4705 PERSHING, EL PASO, TEXAS 79903
(915) 566-9380  FAX (915) 566-9409

288. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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JAH 12 &CD

e Office Supplies and Equipment

P.O. DRAWER F 314 NINTH STREET
ALAMOGORDO, NEW MEXICO 88310

TELEPHONE: (505) 437-7300

“Complete Office Dlanming”
FAX: (505) 434-6888

Dear Sirs:

| am writing as a concerned community citizen, a person involved in a family
business of over 42 years and a member of the Chamber of Commerce

Board. Having been in this community for some time | can remember the

late 1950's and early 1960's when the future of Holloman AFB was sometimes
in question. This community and HAFB have survived several BRAC consider-
actions. Team Holloman is an important and vital part of this community. This
community is also fortunate, at this time, to have the German Air Forbe here.
Their future here as well as that of a healthy future of WSMR is important

to this community. For all of the reasons listed in this letter it is IMPERATIVE
that the withdrawal of the McGregor Bombing Range continue. This community
is a friend to the farm and ranch community as well as environmentalists and are
grateful to have them in this community. However, the Future for some of us is
NOW and we want a Healthy future for Alamogordo and this "combined community".
| URGE you to weigh the seriousness of the actions at hand and continue the

complete withdrawal of the McGregor Bombing Range.

Sincerely,

Janice E. Jeter VP
The Ink Well, Inc.

289. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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Written Comment Sheet
MeGregor Range Land Withdrawal Renewal
Draft Legislative Environmental Impact Statement

Thank you for your input

—
PLEASE PRINT DATE _+ éi}) g 4%¢
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NAME: G::’?Zéz\/ CO . j D &#’&ﬂfg
ADDRESS: 5 8] g Co /QL“E' et 7
CITY: & s

" —_ o~
STATE, ZIP CODE [ 7 "77@7// 2
pronE NuMBEr (/S 18 ¢/ “T2¢y
Area Code

D Please check if you would like to receive a copy of the Finat LEIS (Phone Number Required for Federal Express Delivery)
Please Hand This Form In or Mail BEFORE FEBRUARY 5, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet, Program Manager
U.S. Army Air Defense Artillery Center and Fort Bliss
ATTN: ATZC-CSA (LEIS Comments)
P.O. Box 6020
Fort Bliss, Texas 79906
Email: megregor@emhl0.bliss.army. mil

290. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental

analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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Jerry and Patricia Johnson

P O Box 81

Alamogordo, NM 88311-0081
November 12, 1997

Tef; s05-437-3787

Dr. Andy Vliet, Program Manager JW 17 D
U.S. Army Air Defense Artillery Center and Fort Bliss

Attn.: ATZC-CSA (LEIS Comments)

P.O. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, TX 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet:
291 We would like to urge adoption of Alternative One of the McGregor Range Withdrawal 291. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
Renewal, for the following reasons: analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
1. We believe that military preparedness and training is of utmost importance, and is the military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
best way to reduc;e the chances ,Of a f}m}re war, All of Phe other alternativ.es results in during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
a decrease in testing of the Patriot Missile, which is an important element in defense. of this public comment response document for congressional
2. All other alternatives (except alternative 2) would result in the loss of the Otero Mesa review.

as a potential bomb target area for Holloman Air Force Base. The Air Force has
chosen the Otero Mesa as the most optimum sight for the proposed bombing target
site, and we support them in this. This bombing target site will allow Holloman to
move forward with more training of the German Air Force personnel, and maybe with
other allies in the future. We think that having allied military personnel train in this
country helps strengthen our bonds as allies, and should be expanded at every
reasonible opportunity.

3. The economy of the Alamogordo area needs the boost that will be provided by the
influx of the additional German Air Force personnel, to offset the losses suffered
recently by the transfer of personnel from Holloman to Arkansas and other locations.

4. The argument that the Otero Mesa provides some of the best hunting and recreational
area is, in our opinion, a weak one, since there are thousands and thousands of acres
of excellent hunting and recreation area in Otero and Lincoln Counties. Our national
defense requirements are much more important than the desire for hunters to have
more areas to hunt.

We appreciate the opportunity to comment on this important issue.

Sincerely,
4 y

AL o D

— Patricia A. Johagon
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Ir
JOROAEN

CONSTRUCTION * CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT

C.F. JORDAN
CHAIRMAN

February 2, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA

P. O. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet:

McGregor Range, as a training and testing site for Fort Bliss, White Sands Missile Range
and Holloman Air Force Base, is of utmost importance to our nation’s defense and to our
region’s economic well-being.

Therefore, I strongly support the continued withdrawal of McGregor Range for use as
directed by the U.S. Army for a period of 50 years beginning 2001; that the current
boundaries of the Range remain as they are today; and that there be no constraints applied
to the range for military use.

1940 Northwestern Drive = El Paso, Texas 79912 = 915/877-3333 = Fax 915/877-3999
wwwi.cfordan.com = cfiordan@cfjordan.com

FEB & BECD

292. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental

analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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Written Comment Sheet
McGregor Range Land Withdrawal Renewal
Draft Legislative Envir tal Impact Stat t

Thank you for your input

DATE i — Z-F9
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Nelombnd Lhat e Lyeaon Foskte he pedaved Wy

ET fhi fod as fens -//e//r/ef,(//i/#/(r/\/ea\/s /

s Ohester £ Jovda A/
ADDRESS:_Q/Z’_S_' Pex a7

ey Ll P SO

STATE, 2P ClpE T A28 TGLZ2E

PHONE NUMBER_( F/& 1 59/~ 052§/

Area Code

D Please check if you would like to receive a copy of the Final LEIS (Phone Number Required for Federal Express Delivery)
Please Hand This Form In or Mail BEFORE FEBRUARY 5,1999

Dr. Andy Vljet, Program Manager
U.S. Army Air Defense Artillery Center and Fort Bliss
ATTN: ATZC-CSA (LEIS Comments}
P.O. Box 6020
Fort Bliss, Texas 79906
Emall: mcgregor@emh10.bliss.army.mil

293. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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Written Comment Sheet
McGregor Range Land Withdrawal Renewal
Draft Legislative Environmental Impact Statement

Thank you for your input

PLEASE PRINT DATE

TN

Lo el for oo t/uu ﬂjﬁaﬂ mawzz

(o

) Undgye)
ADDRESS(/ q / o @’ %&A @ﬁ’bULt

CITY: 83,01 k,/r/aﬂ,@

STATE, ZIP CODE dﬁAJﬂﬂ 7 Q9 72454/ Q—(o

PHONE NUMBER__| i /5— 59/—' Koxj-_cj\/g-

Area Code

D Please check if you would like to receive a copy of the Final LEIS (Phone Number Required for Federal Express Delivery)

Please Hand This Form In or Mail BEFORE FEBRUARY 5,1999

Dr. Andy Vijet, Program Manager
U.S. Army Air Defense Artillery Center and Fort Bliss
ATTN: ATZC-CSA (LEIS Comments)
P.O. Box 6020
Fort Bliss, Texas 79906
Emalil: mcgregor@emh 10.bliss.army. mil

294. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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JAN-29-98 FRI 11:30 ISOMEDIX EL PASO FAX NO. 9158552860 P. 01701

January 28, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

Aftn; ATZC-GSA

P.O. Box 79906

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Viist:

McGregor Range, as a training and testing site for Fort Bliss, White Sands
Missile Range and Holioman Air Force Base, is of utmost importance to our
nations defense and to our region’s economic well-being.

Therefore, | strongly support the continued withdrawal of McGregor Range for
use as directed by the US Army for a period of 50 years beginning 2001; that the
current boundaries of the Range remain as they are today; and, that there be no
constraints applied to the range for military use.

{

Sincerely, )
Victor Kach

General Manager

{SOMEOIX » VISTA del SOL INDUSTRIAL PARK, 1435 ISOMEDIX PLACE, EL PASO, TX 79936 « (915) 855-2001 » FAX (915) 857-3467

295. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental

analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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FROM GEPCC CHAMBER FAX3 91BEG779916
CAMINOREAL BOTEL

P-A4—1998 4:48PM
02/04/9% 15:38 FAX 0155342024

P
Boz

,

w GAMINO REALHOTEL.
FLPASO, TEAS

February 4, 1999

Dr. Andy Viiet
Amm: ATZC-CSA
P.O. Box 6020

Font Bliss, TX 79906

Dear Dr. Vijet:

MuGregor Runge, as a training and testing stee for Fort Bliss, White Sands Miissile Range
and Holloman Air Force Base, is of utmost importauce to our narion’s defense and 1o our
region’s economnic well-being.

Therefore, T strongly support the, contizned withdrawal of McGregor Range for use as
directed by the U.S.  Aimy for a‘period of 50 years beginning 2001; that the current
boundaries of the Range remain as they are today: and that there be no consmrals «pplied
1o the range for military use.

{
Sincerely.

Midborni
Michetle L. Kaip
Director of Sales

¢, » E1 Fano, Tewas 79901-1107

.
191 §. El Paso ¢,
b ”*..;’“}, s cmdeal o

. 1.7/ s SO

296. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental

analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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FEB 4 BECD

February 1, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA

P.O. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet:

McGregor Range, as a training and testing site for Fort Bliss, White Sands Missile
Range and Holloman Air Force Base, is of utmost importance to our nation’s defense and
to our region’s economic well-being.

Therefore, I strongly support the continued withdrawal of McGregor Range for
use as directed by the U.S. Army for a period of 50 years beginning 2001; that the current
boundaries of the Range remain as they are today; and that there be no constraints applied
to the range for military use.

Sincerely,

Gatekeeper Property Management, Inc.

By:Eddie W. Karam, Treasurer

600 Sunland Park Drive, Building 1 Suite 200
El Paso, Texas 79912
(915) 584-1212 (fax) 585-1627

297. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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Written Comment Sheet
McGregor Range Land Withdrawal Renewal
Draft Legislative Environmental Impact Statement

pATE_//, ﬁ/ﬁ?

Thank you for your input

PLEASE PRINT

P ¢ L tion in D "
(Include page and line numbers
or broader information}

Comment and Suggested Improvement

st

Afernetive | shpated b ﬂ%géféﬁ/
{yor, Z:

OPLr 77T 7.5 .

m/‘»;?//&{e/k 2z m/W .

#+++ CONTINUE ON BACK FOR MORE SPACE ****
NAME: L{éé/? é%//‘ffé{/éf/\

aporess: 7/ 7 cpu/ﬁf jé//fl

CITY: g/ /Q/ESO

STATE, ZIP CODE, 72 xXas 799,/2

PHONE NUMBER (q/fl ﬂ{’ gééq

Area Code

Q@wk if you would like to receive a copy of the Final LEIS (Phone Number Required for Federal Express Delivery)
PLEASE HAND THIS FORM IN OR MAIL BEFORE FEBRUARY 9, 1999 TO:

Dr. Andy Vliet, Program Manager
U.S. Army Air Defense Artillery Center and Fort Bliss
Attention: ATZC-CSA (LEIS Comments})
P.O. Box 6020
Fort Bliss, Texas 79906
Email: mcgregor@emh10.bliss.army.mil

298. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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Feb-04-99 09:03A T&T JS‘i.‘,a‘F‘F Inc. P.O1
FEB 4 266D
- e
STAEF INC. —
- g Doy
w -
& 5724 Trowbricige Dr. « El Paso, Texas 79925

Tel: {915) 771-0393 * Fax: (915) 771-0397
Toll Free: (800) 598-1647

January 26, 1999

Dr. Andy Viiet

Attn: ATZC-CSA

P. 0. Box 6020

Fort Bliss. Texas 739906

Dear Dr. Viiet:

McGregor Range, as a training and testing site for Fort Bliss, White Sands
Missile Range and Holioman Air Force Base. is of utmost importance to our
nation's defense and to our region’s economic wefl-being.

Therefore. | strongly, support the’ddntinued withdrawal of McGregor Range for
use as directed by the U.S. Army for a period of 50 years beginning 2001: that
the current boundaries of the Range remain as they are today. and that there be
no constraints applied {o the range for military use.

Signatury

<~ Q ew~-A

Website: wwwiitstaficom « E-Mall: Info@fistaff.com

299. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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OF INDUSTRIAL,
COMMERCIAL AND
INVESTMENT REAL ESTATE

CHASE BANK BUILDING * 201 E.MAIN * EL PASO, TEXAS 79901

S (915) 533-1478 * FAX(915) 545-2750

FEB 3 ~ BECD

February 2, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

ATTN: ATZC-CSA
P.O. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet:

McGregor Range, as a training and testing site for Fort Bliss, White Sands Missile
Range and Holloman Air Force Base, is of utmost importance to our nation’s defense and
to our region’s economic well being.

Therefore, I strongly support the continued withdrawal of McGregor Range for
use as directed by the U.S. Army for a period of 50 years beginning 2001; that the current
boundaries of the Range remain as they are today; and that there be no constraints applied
to the range for military use.

incerely,

Y e

JAMES A. KELLER

JAK/smc

SOCIETY OF INDUSTRIAL AND
INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIPS ¥ OFFICE REALTORS

- % JAMES A. KELLER, Realtors InC. srocns & oeveroeees

300. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental

analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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FEB 3 LD
Serenity Outpatient Services, Inc.

4625 Alabama El Paso, Texas 79930-2514  (915) 566-2000
FAX: (915) 566-2056 E-MAIL: sos@dzn.com

February 1, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet
ATTN: ATZC-CSA
P. 0. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, TX 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet:

McGregor Range should be preserved for use by Ft. Bliss, WSMR and Holloman Air Force
Base. Preservation for military use is important to both our national defense and local
economy.

I strongly support the continued withdrawal of McGregor Range for use as directed by the
Army for a period of 50 years beginning in 20001. I believe that the current boundaries
should remain constant and that no constraints be applied to the range for military use.

David J. Kruzich, Ph.
President, SOS, Inc.

"Providing...the Outpatient Alternative for Chemical Dependency Treatment”
Visit our WEB site at SOS-ELPASO.COM

301. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental

analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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Fab-01-99 05:23P Waestern Tech Inst 9155326946

Quality Training For Industry
February 1, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

Atm: ATZC-CSA
P.O. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, TX 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet:

McGregor Range is a great location for a training and testing sile For Bliss, Whitc Sands
Missilc Range and Holloman Air Force Base utilize quite oftcn. It is a great asset to our
nation’s defense and (o our region’s cconomic well being.

T strongly object to McGregor Range being used as directed by the U.S. Army for a
period of 50 years beginning 2001. Tdo support that ihe current boundarics of thc Range
remain as they are today; and (hat there be no constraints applicd to the range for military
use.

Sincerely,
Western Technical Institutc

- Zdy Kuykendall

President

MAILING ADDRESS » P.O. BOX 512361 » EL PASO, TEXAS 79951-0013

1000 TEXAS AVENUE 4710 ALABAMA STREET
(815) 532-3737 (915) 566-9621
1-800-225-5984 1-800-522-2072

FAX (815) 532-6946 FAX (915) 565-9903

FB 1 mep

.02

302. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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AN—-28-99 B2:55 PM

A-1 Moving

9700 Railroad Drive

January 28, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA

P.0. Box 6020

Fort BlHss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Viiet:

As you know MacGregor Range, a training and testing.site}for Ft. Bliss, is

& Storage Company

- = - El Paso, Texas 79924
Phéne: (915) 751-6483

essential and important to Ft. Bliss and the surrounding community.

If the government decides to use Mac Gregor Range for something other than
military training, it would hurt Ft. Bliss greatly as well as the economy

of the community.

I ask that the range be used as it is today with no limits applied to the

range for military use.

/Si ncerely’ ‘:
( )Aﬂyg/ﬂ%
M

anda LeBarre
Manager

303. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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Feb-02-99 03:49P Dean Witter Reynolds, Inc 915-545-5612 P.02

MORGAN STANLEY DEAN WITTER

425 North Kansas
El Paso, TX 79901
800-347-3002 915-545-5610
915-545-5612 Fux

DAVID J. LEMASTER
February 2, 1999 Senior Vice President

Branch Manager
Senior Consultant, ICS

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA
PO Box 6020

Fort Bliss, TX 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet:

McGregor Range, as a training and testing site for Fort Bliss, White Sands Missile Range and
Holloman Air Force Base, is of utmost importance to our nation's defense and to our region's
economic well-being.

Therefore, I strongly support the continued withdrawal of McGregor Range for use as directed by
the U.S. Army for a period of 50 years beginning 2001; that the current boundaries of the Range
Temain 'as they are today; and that thefe be no constraints applied to the range for military use.
Sincerely,

P

David J. Lemaster

DIL/idr

304. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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JAN 2 9 P

2400 North Oregon Dr., Suite D
El Paso, TX 79902

S. .
LY uS Ph 915 533-1825

800 756-7518

The Voice of
i Fax: 915 545-2535

Business Communications

January 28, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet
P.O. Box 6020
Attn: ATZC-CSA
Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet,

McGregor Range, as a training and testing site for Fort Bliss,
White Snads Missile Range and Holloman Air Force Base, is of utmost
importance to our nation’s defense and to our region’s economic
well-being.

Therefore, I strongly support the continued withdrawl of McGregor
Range for use as directed by the U.S. Army for a period of 50 years
beginning 2001, that the current boundaries of the range remain as
they are today, and that there be no constraints applied to the
range for military use.

Sincerely,

Corne B hocTe

Anne B. Leutze

305. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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2-05-1988 8:20AM FROM GEPCC CHAMBER FAX3 8155779918

FEB-64-9% FRI 13127 PASO.DEL.NPRTE.AVIOMIGCE Hi%. 775 0835

January 26, 1999

Dx. Andy Viier

Attn: ATZ-CSA

P. O. BOX 6020 .
Fort Bliss, Texas 79946

Dear Dr. viiet:

McCGregor Range, as a training and testing site for Fort
Bliss, White Sands Misgsjile Range and Hollomar Air Force
Base, ic of utmost importance to our nation’'s defense
and to our region's edonomiec well-being.

Therefore, I strongly |support the continued withdxawal
of McGregor Range for [use as dixected by the U. 8. Army
far a period of 50 years beginping 2001;’ that the current
boundaries of the Range remain as they are today, and
that there be no consiraints applied to the range for
military use.

Sifcer -
g ~

Leo Lopez F.
General Mahager

306. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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BUS. SERVICES ID+1-915-544-0325 F%E 05°'99 13:06 No.011 P

February 1, 1999

Dr. Aundy Viiet

Atin: ATZC-CSA
P.O. BOX 6020
Fort Bliss, TX 79906

Dear Dr. Viiet:

McGregor Range, as a training and testing site for Fart Bliss, White Sands Missile Range and
Holloman Air Force Base, is of utmost importance to our nation’s defense and to our region’s
economic well-being

Therefore, T strongly sapport the contihued withdrawl of McGregor Range for use as directed by
the!' U1.S. Army for a period of 50 years beginning 2001 that the current boundaries of the Range
remain as thoy are today; and that there be no constraints applied to the range for military use.

Nationai Business Services, Inc:
1601 Magoflin £ Pase, uxas 799011735
S15/5449271 AKX 9159440325

Catalog Saies Call Tol-Froe: 1-800-777-TA07

307. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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s
Rexcel Coatings Corporation

GEN. OFFICE AND PLANT: 4600 Ripley Dr. » Ei Paso, Texas 79922
MAILING ADDRESS: PO. Box 12310 « El Paso, Texas 79913
PHONE: 915-584-9491 « FAX: 915-584-9766

SALES WAREHOUSE: 2416 Comanche N.E. « Albuquerque, New Mexico 87107
PHONE: 505-884-6909 » FAX: 505-880-1932

January 28, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA

P. O. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, TX 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet:

McGregor Range is an essential training and testing sit for Fort Bliss, White Sands Missile
Range and Holloman Air Force Base. Not only is McGregor Range of extreme importance to
our nation’s defense, it is also an important factor in our region’s economic vitality.

I strongly support the continuance of McGregor Range for use as directed by the U. S.
Army for fifty years beginning in 2001. The boundaries of the Range should remain as they are
today and no constraints must apply to the range for military use.

Paints ® Lacquers * Adhesives » Metal and Wood Finishes » Corrosion Control Coatings
Textured Coatings ® Roof Coatings ¢ Resins ¢ Solvents  Washes » Application Equipment
Decorative Architectural Coatings ® Floor Coatings « U.S. Federal Specification Paints and Coatings

308. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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W15 BECD

January 12, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA
PO Box 6020

Fort Bliss, TX 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet:

I'am writing to express my support for the Alternative 1 listed in the Draft Legislative Environmental
Impact Statement for McGregor Range, New Mexico, Land Withdrawal Renewal. Alternative 1
states that the current boundaries of McGregor Range would remain the same. Nonmilitary activities
would continue under the BLM Resource Management Plan, McGregor Range.

1 understand that the McGregor Range is under the joint jurisdiction of the US Army and the BLM.
T want you, as a decision-maker in this process, to know that the vast majority of people in Otero
County (pop. 55,000) support this project. Plus, please keep in mind that this deals with the life-
blood of our community, Holloman AFB.

The target complex proposed for the Otero Mesa and McGregor Range and associated flight routes
fill a shortcoming of Holloman noted by the last Base Realignment and Closure Commission.
Holloman and the USAF need this range space for force readiness and training. The fact that the
German Air Force is willing to pay for much of the infrastructure provides tremendous savings to the
US taxpayer.

I'support the continued withdrawal of the entire McGregor Range. The range is a vital resource to
the installation triangle of Ft. Bliss, White Sands Missile Range and Holloman AFB. These
installations are critical components of our economy, providing jobs and a tax base to a relatively
sparsely populated and industry-poor region. These installations have proven their value to national
defense over and over, and will continue to be vital assets in the future.

T would appreciate your support for Alternate 1. the current boundaries of McGregor Range would
remain the same, and for the McGregor Range target complex.

Respestfully submitted.
(PN

Jim Liyptch

309. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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JAY 29 MY

Technology & Communications Gateway, Inc.

January 28, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA

P.O. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet:

McGregor Range, as a training and testing site for Fort Bliss, White Sands Missile Range
and Holloman Air Force Base, is of utmost importance to our nation’s defense and to our
region’s economic well-being.

Therefore, 1 strongly support the continued withdrawal of McGregor Range for use as
directed by the U.S. Army for a period of 50 years beginning 2001; that the current
boundaries of the Range remain as they are today, and that there be no constraints applied
to the range for military use.

Sincerely,

'\ijj\\\'\\u\é:/«

Olga M. Mapula
President/CEO

OM/ec

4100 Rio Bravo Ste. 202 * Ei Paso, Texas 79902
915.532-1171 » Fax: 544-6840

www.lcg-ep.com

310. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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< COLUMBIA
Medical Center-East Feg 3 KD

10301 Gateway West

El Paso, Texas 79925

Phone (915) 595-9000

COLUMBIA'S home page is hitp://www.columbia.net

February 1, 1999

Dr. Any Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA

P.0. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet:

McGregor Range, as a training and testing site for Fort Bliss, White Sands Missile
Range and Holloman Air Force Base, is of utmost importance to our nation’s defense
and to our region’s economic well-being.

Therefore, I strongly support the continued withdrawal of McGregor Range for use as
directed by the U.S. Army for a period of 50 years beginning 2001; that the current
boundaries of the Range remain as they are today and that there be no constraints

applied to the range for military use.
;7

Doug Mdtney
Chief Executive Officer

311. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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312. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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313. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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February 19, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA

P.0O. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906
Dear Mr, Viiet:

McGregor Range, as a training and testing site for Fort Bliss, White Sands Missile Range and Holloman

Air Force Base, is of utmost importance to our nation’s defense and to our regions economic well-being.

Therefore, T strongly suppott the continned withdrawal of McGregor Range for use as directed by the
United States Army for 2 period of 50 year beginning 20001; that the current boundaries of the
Range remain as they are today; and that there be no constraints applied to the range for military use.

Thank you for your time and cooperation.
Sincerely,

A 7oty
Mike Mendez-Flores

Auction Manager
El Paso Auto Auction

485 COATES DRIVE » EL PASG, TX 79832 » (915) 833-9333 « FAX (915} 833-9390

314. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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wy 30 HECD

EXCEL STORAGE MARINA

7200 MOHAIR A (915) 821-0609
EL PASO, TX 79934

January 29, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA

P.O. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet:

McGregor Range, as a training and testing site for Fort Bliss, White Sands Missile Range
and Holloman Air Force Base, is of utmost importance to our nation’s defense and to our
region’s economic well being.

Therefore, 1 strongly support the continued withdrawal of McGregor Range for use as
directed by the United States Army for a period of 50 years beginning 2001, that the
current boundaries of the Range remain as they are today and there be no constraints
applied to the range for military use.

Excel Storage Marina

315. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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01/28/1993 14:81

Mark T. Miles®

9157724880 MILFS FIPasn acsn PAGE

Mark T. Miles 2 3wy

PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATION MANAGEMENT SERVICES

January 28,:.1999 .

Dr.. Andy- Vliet
Attn: ATZC-CSA’
P.0. Box 6020, =
Fort Bliss.TX 79308

.Dear Dr. Vliet,

McGregox” Range as a tgainingrandvtesting-sitg'for our armed forces
personndl at Fort.BRliss, White Sands Missile Range and Holloman Air
Force Base is. an irreplaceable requirement for our nation’s defense

In:addition these facilities are all major\contributors‘td,the
economic well being of ‘the El Paso Metropolitan Area and our
neighboring seuthgrn'Néw Mexico regipn.

The continued withdrawal of McGregor Range for use as directed and
vitally needed by}the“United_States'Army;'fo; a period of 50 years
beginning in’the year: 2001; that the current boupdaries of the Range
must’'remain as. they -are today; and that theré nott be any -constraints
applied to the rangefor military use. o :

Limiting,thejcurgént-availagﬁlity_of white Sands Missile Range for .
military use will in my opinlion constitute g serious threat- to .the -
National security gnd well being of the united States. -

Sincerely, -

MTM/vp.

5201 HANAWALT - » P.0. BOX 3612 » EL PASO, TX 19823 '» -915) 7785020

316. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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MEDIA COMPANY

January 26, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA

P. 0. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet:

JAN 2 8 GECT

McGregor Range, as a training and testing site for Fort Bliss, White Sands
Missile Range and Holloman Air Force Base, is of utmost importance to our

nation's defense and to our region’s economic well-being.

Theretore, | strongly support the continued withdrawal of McGregor Range for
use as directed by the U.S. Army for a period of 50 years beginning 2001; that
the current boundaries of the Range remain as they are today; and that there be

no constraints applied to the range for military use.

o

EL PASO DIVISION

4705 PERSHING, EL PASQO, TEXAS 79903
(915) 566-9380  FAX (915) 566-9409

317. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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7170 WESTWIND DR.

SulTE 105
EL Paso, TEXAS
79912-1726

MOORE
NORDELL
KROEGER

Fre 4

February 2, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA
P.0. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, TX 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet:

As a member of this community, I am writing this letter to express my
concerns regarding the future of McGregor Range. McGregor Range, as a
training and testing site for Fort Bliss, White Sands Missile Range and
Holloman Air force Base, is of utmost importance to our nation’s defense and
to our region’s economic well-being.

Therefore, I strongly support the continued withdrawal of McGregor Range
for use as directed by the U.S. Army for a period of 50 years beginning 2001;
that the current boundaries of the Range remain as they are today; and that
there be no constraints applied to the range for military use.

Sincerely,

MOORE NORDELL KROEGER ARCHITECTS, INC.

IS

915.587-5023
FAX915-587-0985

Mervin Moore, AIA
President

idsi]

318. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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20 FED

nee in imaging is Art.”

January 27, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA

PO Box 6620

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet:

McGregor Range, as training and testing site for Fort bliss, White Sands Missile
Range and Holloman Air Force Base, is of utmost importance to our nation’s
defense and to our region’s economic well-being.

Therefore, I strongly support the continued withdrawal of McGregor Range for use
as directed by the U.S. Army for a period of 50 years beginning 2001; that the
current boundaries of the Range remain as they are today; and that there be no
constraints applied to the range for military use.

Sincerely,

@AM,}.

Art Moreno, Jr.
fesa President

10to Processing - Camera & Darkroom « Custom Framing « Digital Imaging « ID Systems » Audio Visual « Repairs & Rentals

319. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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January 26, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet
Attn: ATZC-CSA
P. O. Box 6020

ELLE]
MEDIA COMPANY

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Vlet:

JAW 2 9 BEC

McGregor Range, as a training and testing site for Fort Bliss, White Sands
Missile Range and Holloman Air Force Base, is of utmost importance to our
nation's defense and to our region’s economic well-being.

Therefore, | strongly support the continued withdrawal of McGregor Range for
use as directed by the U.S. Army for a period of 50 years beginning 2001; that
the current boundaries of the Range remain as they are today; and that there be
no constraints applied to the range for military use.

T W

EL PASO DIVISION

4705 PERSHING, EL PASO, TEXAS 79903
(915)566-9380  FAX (915) 566-9409

320. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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- JAN 29 193 assanm RMPERSONNEL;IN; T SR . -‘ .- p1/1

4707MOMAvem¢ ElPﬂm,Tms 79903 915/565 7674 - Vou‘eMad56S 76.'11 FA:SSS 7687/7688

Fort Bliss, TX- 79906 i

Dr. Audy Viiet - | . oo T L
MMM ATACCSA. D T L ' TWW"' . .
- . PO.Box6020 . . ’ o Weuwmmm

» ‘DearDthet: . '. ’

R McGregor llange, asa ttammg am‘lﬁes!mg sne for FonBl:ss, Wrme Sands stnle Range nnd Holloman, . :
. AirForee Basc. i of utmost l.mponnuoc 0 ournatwn s defense and to-our xegxon ] econnmu: well bcmg .

. Therefore, Istrungly support the coxmnued wnhdmwal of Mchgor Range. for useas dlrectcdby the US..
Army for a’period of 50 years beginning 2001 tlmmecmemboundmesoﬂhekmgermmastheym
. ‘mduy,mdtﬁmmbcnoconmm:pplwdwﬁcmgefmmﬂxmyuse o

" Sincazely, . .-

 Ceei MJes Mulyibi
"' PrésideatCEQ

321. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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— A G s

11 PINON CIRCLE
LA LUZ, NEW MEXICO 88337

N 2 § ECD

January §4, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA

P.0O. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet:

1 support the continued withdrawal of the entire Mc{iregor Range. The range is a
vital resource to the installation triangle of Ft. Bliss, White Sands Missile Range and
Holloman AFB. These installations are critical components of our economy, providing
jobs and a tax base to a relatively sparsely populated and industry-poor region. These
installations have proven their value to national defense over and over, and will continue
to be vital assets in the future.

The target complex proposed for the Otero Mesa and McGregor Range and
associated flight routes fill a shortcoming of Holloman noted by the last Base
Realignment and Closure Commission. Holloman and the USAF need this range space
for force readiness and training. The fact that the German Air Force is willing to pay for
much of the infrastructure provides tremendous savings to the US taxpayer.

I. as well as the majority of people in Otero County, would appreciate your
support for the Alternative 1 listed in the Draft Legislative Environmental Impact
Statement for McGregor Range, New Mexico, Land Withdrawal Renewal. Alternative 1
states that the current boundaries of McGregor Range would remain the same.
Nonmilitary activities would continue under the BLM Resource Management Plan,
MecGregor Range. Holloman AFB is the lifeblood of our community.

Very truly yours,

o 0 Mo (Flgid oz ﬁmgw)

Mrs. W. C. Myers

322. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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FEB & By

820 N. RAYNOR

EL PASO, TX 79903
TEL. (915) 562-4801
FAX (915) 562-4853

NAVA ES,INC.

JANUARY 26, 1999

DR. ANDY VILET

ATTN: ATZC-CSA

P.0.BOX 8020

FORT BLISS, TEXAS 79906

DEAR DR. VILET,

MC GREGOR RANGE, AS A TRAINING AND TESTING SITE FOR FORT
BLISS, WHITE SANDS MISSLE RANGE, AND HOLLOMAN AIR FORGE BASE,
IS OF UTMOST IMPORTANCE TO QUR NATION'S DEFENSE AND TO OUR
NATION'S DEFENSE AND TO OUR REGION'S ECONOMIC WELL-BEING.

THEREFORE, | STRONGLY SUPPORT THE CONTINUED WITHDRAWAL OF
MCGREGOR RANGE FOR USE AS DIRECTED BY THE U.S. ARMY FOR A
PERIOD OF 50 YEARS BEGINNING 2001; THAT THE CURRENT
BOUNDARIES OF THE RANGE REMAIN AS THEY ARE TODAY; AND THAT
THERE BE NO CONSTRAINTS APPLIED TO THE RANGE FOR MILITARY
USE.

WVIER NA!

ESIDENT

GENERAL & MPEHIANICAL

CONTRACTORS

323. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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Robert Navarro & Associates Engineering, Inc.

FEB 3 - 86D

mmmmnm}«i&nssomms ENGINEERING, IIXC.

124 W. GASTELLANO DRIVE, SUITE 201
EL PASO; TEXAS 78912 RNAengr.com
(916)532-1406  FAX (915) 532-1496

February 1, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA

P.O. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet:

McGregor Range, as a training and testing site for Fort Bliss, White Sands Missile Range
and Holloman Air Force Base, is not only of utmost importance to our nation’s defense but
also to our region’s economic well-being.

| strongly support the continued withdrawal of McGregor Range for use as directed by the
U.S. Army; that the current boundaries of the Range remain as they are today; and that
there be no constraints applied to the range for military use.

Sincerely,
ROBERT NAVARRO & ASSOCIATES

Rnp_gn Navarro, P.E:

President

324. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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FEB 1§ BECD

coLDWeLL
BANKER O

820 SCENIC DRIVE, SUITE A
ALAMOGORDR, NM 86310
BUS. (505) 437-1137

FAX (505} 437-2422

SUDDERTH NELSON, INC.

11 Februarv., 1999

Dr. Andy Viiet., Program Manager

US Army Air Defense artlleryv Center
P,0. Box 6020

Fort Bliss. TX 79906

Dear Dr. Andv Viiet.

T am writng to express mv support for the Alternative 1 listed in the
praft Legisiative Environmental Impact Statement for McGregor Range. New Mexico.
Tand Withdrawa!l Renewal. Alternative | states that the current boundries of
MeGregor Range will remain the same. Nonmilitary activities would continue under
the BIM Resource Ma ent Plan, Mcotregor Range.

T undersiand that the Mohreenr Rans
U5 Army and Phe BIM. T want vou, as a decision-maker ir
that the st majority of peonle in Otero County (pop. 3
project.,  Pius, please keep in mind that this deals with the Life-bl
commurity. Holloman ATB.

se is under the joint jurisdiction of the
this process. to know
L000) supperi this

a4 of our

The target complex proposed for the Otero Mesa and McoGregor Range and
associated fliehi routes fill a shorteoming of Holloman noted by the last B
Realionment and Closvre Commission. Holioman and Lhe USAF need this
for foree readiness and trair The fact that the German
e pay for much of the infrastructure provides tremendous

taxpayver.

f the entire
rianzle of
stions are
™0 a relatively
have proven

g support for the continued withdr
TH a vital resource to the instal
White Sands Misslie Rangs amd Holloman AFB. The
ts of our economy. providing jobs and a tax ba
d and industry-poor region. These installa
vatue o national defense over and over. and will continue to be vitad
ausels in the future.

ot

An Independently Owned and Operated Member of Coldwel| Banker Residential Affiliates, inc.

325. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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1 woujd appreciate vour support for altermative |: the current boundries of
McGregor Range would remain the same. and for the McGregor Range target complex

Respecltively submitted.

%7%

Brian Nelson
President
Sudderth Nelson. Inc.

1 eony file
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[ |
| Jn 2 9 #TD
]

MEDIA COMPANY

January 26, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA

P. O. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Vhet

McGregor Range, as a training and testing site for Fort Bliss, White Sands
Missile Range and Holloman Air Force Base, is of utmost importance to our
nation’s defense and to our region’s economic well-being.

Therefore, | strongly support the continued withdrawal of McGregor Range for
use as directed by the U.S. Army for a period of 50 years beginning 2001; that
the current boundaries of the Range remain as they are today; and that there be
no constraints applied to the range for military use.

EL PASO DIVISION

4705 PERSHING, EL PASO, TEXAS 79903
(915)566-9380 FAX (915) 566-9409

326. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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Finished & Unfinished Furniture Center, Inc.

6430 GATEWAY EAST EL PASO, TEXAS 79905 (915) 778-9269

January 28, 1999

I 30 KD

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA

P.0O. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet:

McGregor Range, as a training and testing site for Fort Bliss,
White Sands Missile Range and Holloman Air Force Base, is of
utmost importance to our nation's defense and to our region's
ecohomic well-being.

Therefore, I strongly support the continued withdrawal of
McGregor Range for use as directed by the U.S. Army for a
period of 50 years beginning 2001; that the current boundaries
of the Range remain as they are today; and that there be no
constraints applied to the range for military use.

Signature

S

327. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.

JudWNIO( Asuodsay pue JuUIWWO)) I[qNJ [EMBIPYIAA PUBT dSuey J10331D)IA



eCI-v

328

Private Citizens/Organizations

P.O. BOX 1748
ALAMOGORDO, NEW MEXICO
88311-1748

January 14, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA

P.O. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet:

I support the Alternative 1 listed in the Draft Legislative Environmental Impact
Statement for McGregor Range, New Mexico, Land Withdrawal Renewal.

Alternative 1 states that the current boundaries of McGregor Range would remain
the same. Nonmilitary activities would continue under the BLM Resource Management
Plan, McGregor Range. I understand that the McGregor Range is under the joint
jurisdiction of the US Army and the BLM.

The vast majority of people in Otero County support this project. Holloman Air
Force Base is the lifeblood of our community.

The target complex proposed for the Otero Mesa and McGregor Range and
associated flight routes fill a shortcoming of Holloman noted by the last Base
Realignment and Closure Commission. Holloman and the USAF need this range space
for force readiness and training. The fact that the German Air Force is willing to pay for
much of the infrastructure provides tremendous savings to the US taxpayer.

1 support the continued withdrawal of the entire McGregor Range. The range is a
vital resource to the installation triangle of Ft. Bliss, White Sands Missile Range and
Holloman AFB. These installations are critical components of our economy, providing
jobs and a tax base to a relatively sparsely populated and industry-poor region. These
installations have proven their value to national defense over and over, and will continue
to be vital assets in the future.

I would appreciate your support for Alternate 1: the current boundaries of
McGregor Range would remain the same, and for the McGregor Range target complex.

Very truly yours,

V. Elaine Painter

J 17 D

328. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental

analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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I
FEB o BECY
Bank of the West
February 3, 199%%
Dr. Andy Vliet
ATTENTION: ATZC-CSA
P, O. Box 6020
Fort Bligs, Texas 79906
Dear Dr. Vliet:
I am an economist, a banker with thirty-six years of
experience in El Paso, and a former U.S. Army officer.
I believe that McGregor Range, as a training and testing
site for Fort Bliss, White Sands Missile Range and Holloman
Air Force Base, is of utmost importance to our nation's
defense and to our region's economic well-being.
I strongly support:
1. The continued withdrawal of McGregor Range for
use as directly by the U.S. Army for a period of
fifty years beginning 2001.
2. That the current boundaries of the Range remain review.
as they are today.
3. There be no constraints applied to the Range in
respect to military use.
Please contact me if you have questions about the foregoing
or wish further commentary.
Presideht
ke
(915) 532-1000 + Post Office Box 99100 « E) Paso, Texas 79999-9100
Principal Office Alto Mesa Banking Center Lee Trevino Ranking Ceater Montwood/Varhrough Banking Center Montwoad/Zaragosa Banking Center
1500 Nurth Mesa Street 760 North Mesa Slceel 10400 Montwond Drive 12101 Montwood Drive
¥ Poso, Texas 70001 B Paso, Texas 79912 1 Paso, Texzs 79935 Bl Paso, Texas 79936
X (919) 471025 FAX(915) 385958 ENK (013) 5947623 FAR (915) §35-0800

329. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental

analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part

military land withdrawal.

of this public comment response document for congressional

JudWNIO( Asuodsay pue JuUIWWO)) I[qNJ [EMBIPYIAA PUBT dSuey J10331D)IA



SCI-V

330

Private Citizens/Organizations

o ELPaso e

CHAMBERIOF COMMERCE

"Success Through Unity'

'

January 28, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA

P.O. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet:

McGregor Range, as a training and testing site for Fort Bliss, White Sands Missile Range
and Hollman Air Force Base, is of utmost importance to our nation’s defense and to our
region’s economic well-being.

The El Paso Hispanic Chamber of Commerce supports the continued use of McGregor
Range for Military Activities by the U.S. Army for a period of 50 years beginning 2001.
It is that the current boundaries of the Range remain as they are today; and that there be
no constraints applied to the range for military use.

Sincerely,

P.B. (Pete) Parr:
President/CEO

CC:  Mayor Carlos Ramirez
Congressman Silvestre Reyes

2829 MONTANA » SUITE B-100
EL PASO, TX 79903

FEB 3 BECp

PH. (915) 566-4066 - FAX (915) 566-9714

Wernber of: U.S, Hspanic Chamoer of Commeice Texas Assoraton of Mexcan Amercar Crambers of Commare, Greater £ Paso Chamber of Commerca

330. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental

analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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Susan Parten, Vice President for Government and Public Affairs
Time Warner Communications Southwest Division

7010 Airport Road

FI Paso, TX 79906

TIME WARNER

COMMUNICATIONS

January 29, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA

PO Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet
Time Warner Communications with 117,000 customers, and 200 employees in the El
Paso area, recognizes the importance of the military in our local economy.
McGregor Range serves as the training and testing site for Fort Bliss, White Sands
Missile Range and Hollman Air Force Base, therefore it is of the utmost importance to our
nation’s defense and to our region’s economic well being,
T am writing to express strong support for:

e The continued withdrawal of McGregor Range for use as directed by the U.S.

Army for a period of 50 years beginning 2001.

s The current boundaries of the Range remaining as they are today.
¢ Unconstrained use of the range for military use.

Sincerely,

S fote—

Susan Patten
Vice President for Government and Public Affairs
Southwest Division

A Division of Texas Cable Partrers, L.P.

JAN 3 0 fECD

331. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental

analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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Handgards inc. FEB 5 FECD

901 Hawkins Bfvd.  El Poso, TX 79915-1202
800 351 8161 # 915 779 6606
Fax 800 777 0043 = 915 779 1843

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA

P.0. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Tx. 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet:

McGregor Range, as a training and testing site for Fort Bliss, White Sands Missile Range and
Holloman Air Force Base, is of utmost importance to our nation’s defense and to our region’s
economic well-being.

Therefore, I strongly support the continued withdrawal of McGregor Range for use as directed by
the U.S. Army for a period of 50 years, beginning 2001; that the current boundaries of the Range
remain as they are today; and that there be no constraints applied to the range for military use.

Sincerely,

ey
Arnie Pedersen
VP of Operations

Corporate Office « 950 Skokie Blvd. » HWorthbrook, IL 60062-4069 o B47 564 5870

332. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental

analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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—1)
LEVITON

Manufacturer of Electrical and Electronic Wiring Devices
7800 Trade Center Avenue
El Paso, TX 79912-8407

Edward Plaia

Vice President/General Manager

El Paso Operations

www leviton.com

FEB &

February 2, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA

P. O. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet

McGregor Range, as training and testing site for Fort Bliss, White Sands
Missile Range and Holloman Air Force Base, is of utmost importance to our
nation’s defense and to our region’s economic well being.

Therefore, I strongly support the continued withdrawal of McGregor Range
for use as directed by the U.S. Army for a period of 50 years beginning 2001;
that the current boundaries of the Range remain as they are today; and that
there be no constraints applied to the range for military use.

Sipcerel

(O

Ed Plaia

Leviton Manufacturing Co., Inc.

Telephone: (915) 877-1202 Fax; (915) 877-1280

BECY

ISO
9002

333. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental

analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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Wriiten Comment Sheet
McGregor Range Land Withdrawal Renewal
Draft Legislative Environmental Impact Statement

Thank you for your input

oare_<n 76 1977
A Ketuesr 7 Ao bregon /6:’4‘4@ sid S e Fae//}féu

PLEASE PRINT

é/' tioh, s Hlpg re fromenfdy elablihed  TH 3 SFRLSSH Yy Ao

Huré Fin (’n//,/'luﬁ Ef 7‘(5/12( Ll Al 7‘1214{/"{14 g &F )%,&’

Defesico TE Loty 72/07(/_/!.-» (?7/74//2/6‘ ot stelsdse e enesity &) H
;///ﬁ 7 ﬁ/d Siﬂma//zn//’ [ rep ity )y ;4;/. 4

NAME: /L/U{ﬁ /%44/&{11 ( Leo /ﬂ&?ﬂfﬂﬂrs) /176 65/ )
AvDRESS: _SOE23 [Gt fAs7 At

o KL fhse, Tems  2egos

STATE, ZIP CODE

PHONE NUMBER_( 975 ) S78-7363

Area Code

[:I Please check if you would like to receive a copy of the Final LEIS (Phone Number Required for Federal Express Delivery)
Please Hand This Form In or Mail BEFORE FEBRUARY 5, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet, Program Manager
U.S. Army Air Defense Artillery Center and Fort Bliss
ATTN: ATZC-CSA (LEIS Comments}
P.O. Box 6020
Fort Bliss, Texas 79906
Emall: megregor@emh10.bliss.army.mil

334. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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Written Comment Sheet
McGregor Range Land Withdrawal Renewal
Draft Legislative Envir tal Impact Stat t

Thank you for your input

PLEASE PRINT DATE 3/ ﬁﬁ i

NAME: jﬁr&\‘o H. 4QDO\/E R Mis UsH GQ“*>
aoomsss: [ 0103 LA Sabdn Deyve

o L Obso

STATE, zie cope DX 19935

PHONE NUMBER (&]/g) 5946l

Area Code

[J’ﬁease check if you would like to receive a copy of the Final LEIS (Phone Number Required for Federal Express Delivery)
Please Hand This Form In or Mail BEFORE FEBRUARY 5, 1999

Dr. Andy Viiet, Program Manager
U.S, Army Air Defense Artiilery Center and Fort Bliss
ATTN: ATZC-CSA (LEIS Comments)
P.O. Box 6020
Fort Bliss, Texas 79906
Email: megregor@emh 10, bliss.army. mil

335. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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Written Comment Sheet
McGregor Range Land Withdrawal Renewal
Draft Legislative Envir tal Impact Statement

Thank you for your input

s &
PLEASE PRINT DATE »ﬁwz)o “f / 775

A5 4 _erbaf £ z;/%o, Zf:/_ﬁf gD A

Y Lfoctwm T oF A4 <t Hi . T fare

7¥B7 S At Tt /S oF 7L Wd_ e

WSO R e pen peisa

’}g £ Sy presr /M‘;p.o,;;/l /

NAME: ,4& gﬂb

anpress: /ol A cad £

Ty A/ (b

STATE. ZIP CODE ;L\Lp,:}f 777D
PHONE NuMBER_( P ) PS5 . 2§32

Area Code

me check if you would like to receive a copy of the Final LEIS (Phone Number Required for Federal Express Delivery)
Please Hand This Form In or Mail BEFORE FEBRUARY 5,1999

Dr. Andy Vliet. Program Manager
U.5. Army Air Defense Artiliery Center and Fort Bliss
ATTN: ATZC-CSA (LEIS Comments)
P.O. Box 6020
Fort Bliss, Texas 79906
Email: mcgregor@emh10.bliss,army.mil

336. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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M\ Mesa Verde ., %0

1219 Oregon Ave, * P.O. Box 907 « Alamogordo, NM 88311-0907
Ph. (505) 437-2995 « Fax (505) 437-8358 + 1-800-9756-5263

January 19, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA
P.0O. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet:

On behalf of the 600+ members of the Alamogordo Chamber of Commerce, we are writing to express
our support for the Alternative 1 listed in the Draft Legislative Environmental Impact Statement for
McGregor Range, New Mexico, Land Withdrawal Renewal. Alternative 1 states that the current
boundaries of McGregor Range would remain the same. Nonmilitary activities would continue under the
BLM Resource Management Plan, McGregor Range.

We understand that the McGregor Range is under the joint jurisdiction of the US Army and the BLM.
We want you, as a decision-maker in this process, to know that the vast majority of people in Otero
County (pop. 55,000) support this project. Plus, please keep in mind that this deals with the life-blood
of our community, Holloman AFB.

The target complex proposed for the Otero Mesa and MeGregor Range and associated flight routes fill
a shortcoming of Holloman noted by the last Base Realignment and Closure Commission, Holloman and
the USAF need this range space for force readiness and training. The fact that the German Air Force
is willing to pay for much of the infrastructure provides tremendous savings to the US taxpayer.

As a Chamber, we have voiced our strong support for the continued withdrawal of the entire McGregor
Range. The range is a vital resource to the installation triangle of Ft. Bliss, White Sands Missile Range
and Holloman AFB. These installations are critical components of our economy, providing jobs and a
tax base to a relatively sparsely populated and industry-poor region. These installations have proven their
value to national defense over and over, and will continue to be vital assets in the future.

We would appreciate your support for Alternative 1: the current boundaries of McGregor Range would
remain the same, and for the McGregor Range target complex.

Respectfully submitted,

7

Tim Rabon
Vice President
Mesa Verde Enterprises, Inc.

337. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental

analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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McGregor Range Land Withdrawal Renewal
Draft Legislative Environmental Impact Statement
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‘E Please check if you would like to receive a copy of the Final LEIS (Phone Number Required for Federal Express Delivery}
Please Hand This Form In or Mail BEFORE FEBRUARY 5, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet, Program Manager
U.S. Army Air Defense Artillery Center and Fort Bliss
ATTIN: ATZC-CSA (LEIS Comments)
P.O. Box 6020
Fort Bliss, Texas 79906
Emall: mcgregor@emhl0.bliss.army.mil

338. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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MEDIA COMPANY

January 26, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA

P. O. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Viiet:

McGregor Range, as a training and testing site for Fort Bliss, White Sands
Missile Range and Holloman Air Force Base, is of utmost importance to our
nation's defense and to our region’s economic well-being.

Therefore, | strongly support the continued withdrawal cf McGregor Range for
use as directed by the U.S. Army for a period of 50 years beginning 2001; that
the current boundaries of the Range remain as they are today; and that there be
no constraints applied to the range for military use.

Signature
A,
¢

:Iﬂ/‘w«fiw g%é d “ z

EL PASO DIVISION

4705 PERSHING, EL PASO, TEXAS 79903
(915) 566-9380  FAX (915) 566-9409

339. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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McGregor Range Land Withdrawal Renewal

Draft Legisiative Environmental Impact Statement
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D Please check if you would like to receive a copy of the Final LEIS (Phone Number Required for Fedcral Express Delivery)
PLEASE HAND THIS FORM IN OR MAIL BEFORE FEBRUARY 9, 1999 TO:

Dr. Andy Vliet, Program Manager
U.8. Army Air Defense Artillery Center and Fort Bliss
Attention: ATZC-CSA (LEIS Comments}
P.O. Box 6020
Fort Bliss, Texas 79906
Email: megregon@emh10.bliss.army.mil

340. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.

JudWNIO( Asuodsay pue JuUIWWO)) I[qNJ [EMBIPYIAA PUBT dSuey J10331D)IA



9¢I-v

341

Private Citizens/Organizations

- LN
¢  a' V
% ELk:
ST
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February 5, 1999
Dr. Andy Viiet
P.0. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906
Aftertion: ATZC-CSA

Dear Dr. Viiet,

McGregor Range, as a fraining and testing site for Fort Bliss, White Sands Missile Range and
Holloman Air Foroe Base, is of utmost importance to our to owr nation’s defense and to our region’s economic
well-being.

Therefore, | strongly support the continued withdrawal of McGregor Range for use as directed by the
U.S. Army for a period of 50 years baginning 2001; that the cument boundaries of the Range remain as they are
today; and that there be no constraints to the range for military use.

Sincerely,
Grace Rendall
Station Manager
oc: File
68400 Escondido « EIl Paso, Texas 79912 « (015) 585-8838 « Fax (Pp15) 585-8841

web page: http://www.flash.net/~ksce « e-mail: ksce®aol.com

fEB 8 MY

341. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental

analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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W 2070y

January 26, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA

P. 0. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 73908

Dear Ds. Viiet:

McGregor Range, as a training and testing site for Fort Bliss, White Sands
Missile Range and Holloman Air Force Base, is of utmost importance to our
nation's cefense and to our region’s economic well-being.

Therefore, | strongly support the continued withdrawal of McGregor Range for
use as directed by the U.S. Army for a period of 50 years beginning 2001; that
the current boundaries of the Range remain as they are today, and that there be
no constraints applied to the range for military use:

Sincerely:

al'/taﬁ ] &2‘1

ALBERTO RIOS

DESIGNERYMANUFACTURERS (1 CLSTUM CONTINUOLSGNAPOUT FORMS, MICR DOCUMENTS, CUT SHEETS, 343 CODING LABELS AND LAJELFIEM COMBNATIGHE
SERVICES N FORMS MANAGEMENT, STSTEMS ANALYS'S, FORMS DES G, INVENTORY CONTRO_ WAREHOLSING/ DI TRIBUTION
SPECIALISTS 'N DIRFCT Al PRINTING. PERSONALIZATION, MAILING SERVICES AN FULLHLLIENT

342. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental

analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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MEDIA COMPANY

January 26, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA

P. 0. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Viiet:

McGregor Range, as a training and testing site for Fort Bliss, White Sands
Missile Range and Holloman Air Force Base, is of utmost importance to our
nation's defense and to our region’s economic well-being.

Therefore, | strongly support the continued withdrawal of McGregor Range for
use as directed by the U.S. Army for a period of 50 years beginning 2001; that
the current boundaries of the Range remain as they are today; and that there be
no constraints applied to the range for military use.

MMMA,L)QVW

EL PASO DIVISION

4705 PERSHING, EL PASO, TEXAS 79903
(915)566-9380  FAX (915) 566-9409

My 29 %09

343. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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Written Comment Sheet
MeGregor Range Land Withdrawal Renewal
Draft Legislative Environmental Impact Statement

Thank you for your input

DATE 2/ Y/ 7

PLEASE PRINT

i Pq $o Lor  A4rne. Pas+
Seen Fha Dot ca. 06
Comaua, hu Plea s,

laad@.. .0 € 250 .

#s a ros.det  of
Folnbg oo I ha gl
M‘G\»aa’w\fc @)Umc'{é. e =
(eda i th. s

NAME: 5"1(%« Q\\/as
ADDRESS: _ P Gox_ 1D
v gl Pose T x

T9948 -l

STATE. 2iP CODE [ ¥

S - 3,19

-
PHONE NUMBER__( o” ) )
Area Code

D Please check if you would like to receive a copy of the Final LEIS (Phone Number Required for Federal Express Delivery)
Please Hand This Form In or Mail BEFORE FEBRUARY 5, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet, Program Manager
U.S. Army Air Defense Artillery Center and Fort Bliss
ATTN: ATZC-CSA (LEIS Comments)
P.O. Box 6020
Fort Bliss, Texas 79906
Email: mcgregor@emh10.bliss.army.mil

344. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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2600 Aspen
ALAMOGORDO, NEW MEXICO 88310
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January 14, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA

P.O. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet:

1 support the continued withdrawal of the entire McGregor Range. The range is a
vital resource to the installation triangle of Ft. Bliss, White Sands Missile Range and
Holloman AFB. These installations are critical components of our economy, providing
jobs and a tax base to a relatively sparsely populated and industry-poor region. These
installations have proven their value to national defense over and over, and will continue
to be vital assets in the future. The vast majority of people in Otero County (pop. 55,000)
support this project.

I support Alternative 1 listed in the Draft Legislative Environmental Impact
Statement for McGregor Range, New Mexico, Land Withdrawal Renewal. Alternative 1
states that the current boundaries of McGregor Range would remain the same.
Nonmilitary activities would continue under the BLM Resource Management Plan,
McGregor Range.

The target complex proposed for the Otero Mesa and McGregor Range and
associated flight routes fill a shortcoming of Holloman noted by the last Base
Realignment and Closure Commission. Holloman and the USAF need this range space
for force readiness and training. The fact that the German Air Force is willing to pay for
much of the infrastructure provides tremendous savings to the US taxpayer.

I support the continued withdrawal of the entire McGregor Range. The range is a
vital resource to the installation triangle of Ft. Bliss. White Sands Missile Range and
Holloman AFB. These installations are critical components of our economy, providing
jobs and a tax base to a relatively sparsely populated and industry-poor region. These
installations have proven their value to national defense over and over, and will continue
to be vital assets in the future.

I would appreciate your support for Alternate 1: the current boundaries of
McGregor Range would remain the same, and for the McGregor Range target complex.

Very truly yours,
S [
NG 6:;2\;-(’/%/

Patti Rivera

345. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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Written Comment Sheet

McGregor Range Land Withdrawal Renewal
Draft Legislative Environmental Impact Statement

Thank you for your input
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or broader information}
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Area Code

D Please check if you would like to receive a copy of the Final LEIS (Phone Number Required for Federal Express Delivery)

PLEASE HAND THIS FORM IN OR MAIL BEFORE FEBRUARY 9, 1999 TO:

Dr. Andy Vliet, Program Manager

U.S. Army Air Defense Artillery Center and Fort Bliss
Attention: ATZC-CSA (LEIS Comments)

P.0O. Box 6020
Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Email: mcgregor@emh10.bliss.army.mil

346. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental

analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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D Please check if you would like to receive a copy of the Final LEIS (Phone Number Required for Federal Express Delivery)
PLEASE HAND THIS FORM IN OR MAIL BEFORE FEBRUARY 9, 1999 TO:

Dr. Andy Vliet, Program Manager
U.8. Army Air Defense Artillery Center and Fort Bliss
Attention: ATZC-CSA (LEIS Comments)
P.O. Bax 6020
Fort Bliss, Texas 79906
Email: megregor@emh10.bliss.army.mil

347. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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January 26, 1999

Dr. Andy Vilet

Attn: ATZC-CSA

P.0. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Vilet:

McGregor Range, as a training and testing site for Fort Bliss, White Sands Missile Range and
Holloman Air Force Base, is of utmost importance to our nation’s defense and to our regions’s
economic well-being.

Therefore, I strongly support the continued withdrawal of McGregor Range for use as directed by
the U.S. Army for a period of 50 years beginning 2001; that the current boundaries of the range
remain as they are today; and that there be no constraints applied to the range for military use.
Sincerely,

Y.y cloe

Charles E. Roark, Ed.D., FACHE
Executive Director

CER/ym

3901 N. MESA e SUITE 400 ¢ EL PASO, TEXAS 79902 e 915 / 532-5699

348. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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Leavell & Roberts, Inc.

REAL ESTATE SERVICES

January 28, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn. ATZC-CSA

P. O. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet:

McGregor Range, as a training and testing site for Fort Bliss, White Sands Missile Range and
Holloman Air Force Base, is of utmost importance to our nations defense and to our regions
economic well-being.

Therefore, I strongly support the continued withdrawal of McGregor Range for use as directed by
the U. S. Army for a petiod of 50 years beginning 2001; that the current boundaries of the Range

remain as they are today, and that there be no constraints applied to the range for military use.

Sincerely,

=L 2#@ )

C. I. Roberts

012895C1.01

LEAVELL & ROBERTS, INC + 4487 NORTH MESA « SUITE 204 « EL PASO, TEXAS 79302 + (915) 533-9511 » FAX 532-1995

AN 2 9 &0

349. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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ROCKETTYADVERTISING FEB & - B

February 3, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA

P.O. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet,

McGregor Range, as a training and testing site for Fort Bliss, White Sands Missiie Range and Holloman
Air Force Base, is of utmost impartance to our nation’s defense and to gur region’s economic well-
being.

Therefore, 1 strongly support the continued withdrawal of McGregor Range for use as directed by the
U.S. Army for a period of 50 years beginning 2001, that the current boundaries of the Range remain as
they are today, and that there be no constraints applied to the range for military use.

Sincerely,

ﬁnita Rockett

President

114 Castellano, Suite 24 / El Paso, Texas 79912/ (915) 577-9944 / FAX (915) 577-9558
E-MAIL rackett@rockett.com

350. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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McGregor Range Land Withdrawal Renewal
Draft Legislative Environmental Impact Statement

Thank you for your input
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PLEASE HAND THIS FORM IN OR MAIL BEFORE FEBRUARY 9, 1999 TO:

Dr. Andy Vliet, Program Manager
U.S. Army Air Defense Artillery Center and Fort Bliss
Attention: ATZC-CSA (LEIS Comments)
P.O. Box 6020
Fort Bliss, Texas 79906
Email: mcgregor@emh10.bliss.army.mil

351. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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Written Comment Sheet
McGregor Range Land Withdrawal Renewal
Draft Legislative Envir tal Impact Stat 1t
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mase check if you would like to receive a copy of the Final LEIS (Phone Number Required for Federal Express Delivery)
Please Hand This Form In or Mail BEFORE FEBRUARY 5, 1999

Dr., Andy Vliet, Program Manager
U.S. Army Air Defense Artillery Center and Fort Bliss
ATTN: ATZC-CSA (LEIS Comments)
P.C. Box 6020
Fort Bliss, Texas 79906
Email: megregor@emh10.bliss.army.mil

352. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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Feb-03-99 01:29P

HOME El);%cmrlowé}i Lt%%m 3 PLANS, INC.
Distributors of World Book Educational Brodu Is

7044 San Marino
L1 Doon Texas 79912

1-3-99

Dr. Andy Vliet
Attn: ATZC-CSA

P.O. box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear D. Vliet:

McGregor Range, as a training and t sting site for Fort Bliss, White Sands Missile
Range and Holloman Air;Force Base is of utmost importance to qur nation's defense
ang to our region's economic well-be 1g. -

Therefore, | strongly support the con inued withdrawal of McGregor Range for use
as dirjeted by the U.S. Army for a pe iod of 50 yehrs beginning 2001; that the current
boundaries of the Range remain as tf 2y are today; land that there be no constraints
applied to the range for military use

Best regards, !

Esmeraldo Saenz
Distributor

Phone: (915) 584-7020
Fax: (915)581-1833

353. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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February 4, 1999

VIA FACSIMILE - 568-6643

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA

P.O. Box 6020

Ft. Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet

McGregor Range, as training and testing site for Fort Bliss, White Sands Missile Range
and Holloman Air Force Base, is of utmost importance to our nation's defense and to our
region’s economic well being.

Therefore, I strongly support the continued withdrawal of McGregor Range for use as
directed by the U.S. Army for a period of 50 years beginning 2001; that the current
boundaries of the Range remain as they are today; and that there be no constraints applied
to the Range for military use.

Regards,

THE MESA GROUP, INC.

Scott M. Schwartz
Chief Executive Officer

7598 North Mesa Street - Suite 205 - El Paso, Texas 79912 - (915) 845-4000 - (915) 845-4040 Facsimile

354. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.

JudWNIO( Asuodsay pue JuUIWWO)) I[qNJ [EMBIPYIAA PUBT dSuey J10331D)IA



0SI-V

355

Private Citizens/Organizations

2-@8—-19893 12:55PM FROM ALAMOGORDO C/C 525 437 6334 P2

L Asoparony LEWIS SITTON, C.O.T.
1 - 810 3th Seot

k(. Alamogordo, New Maxico 88310
(505) 4344774

February 8, 1999

Representative Joe Skeen
1065-B S. Main Street, Suite A
Las Cruces, NM 88005

Dear Representative Skeen,

I support Alternative 1 Yisted in the Draft Législative
Environmental Impact Statement for MeGregor Range, New

Mexico, Land Withdrawel Renewal.
!’.. Py 4252 ot .

/7 Janice sitton
Secretary
Sitton Dental Tab

355. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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THRIFTY NICKEL WANT ADS

P.O. Box 2045 - 900 9th Street

505-434-0928 Alamogordo, NM 828310

800-649-0928

J 2 5 B

January 21, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet, Program Manager

U.S. Army Air Defense Artillery Center and Fort Bliss
Attention: ATZC-CSA (LEIS Comments)

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

DearDr. Vliet,

Tam writing to express my support for the Alternative 1 listed in the Draft Legislative Environmental
Impact Statement for McGregor Range, New Mexico, Land Withdrawal Renewal. Alternative 1 states
that the current boundaries of McGregor Range would remain the same. Nonmilitary activities would
continue under the BLM Resource Management Plan, McGregor Range.

Tunderstand that the McGregor Range is under the joint jurisdiction of the US Army and the BEM. T want
you, as a decision-maker in this process, to know that the vast majority of people in Otero County
(population 55,000) support this project. Plus, please keep in mind that this deals with the life-blood of
our community, Holloman AFB.

The target complex proposed for the Otero Mesa and MeGregor Range and associated flight routes filla
shortcoming of Holloman noted by the last Base Realignment and Closure Commission. Holloman and the
USAF need this range space for force readiness and training. The fact that the Gerrnan Air Foree is willing
to pay for much of the infrastructure provides tremendous savings to the US taxpayer.

The range is a vital resource to the installation triangle of Ft. Bliss, White Sands Missile Range and
Holloman AFB. These installations are critical components of our economy, providing jobs and a tax base
toarelatively sparsely populated and industry-poor region. These installations have proven their value to
national defense over and over, and will continue to be vital assets in the future.

Twould appreciate your support for Alternative 1: the current boundaries of McGregor Range would
remain the same, and for the McGregor Range target complex.

Sincerely,
7t
%m Slape '
Thrifty Nickel Want Ads

356. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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. |
2-04-1999 10:30AM FROM GEPCC CHf\NBER FAX3 9155779916

ErEa] )

P

FEB 4 BECD

@ ‘

g

The Makarial Hondling Spaciolists

Pebruary 3. £999

® O Box 6020' |
Fort Blisa, Texas 79906 |
|

Dear Dr. V1fgt:: |

7010 INDUSTHIAL AVENUE
EL PASQ, TEXAS 79915

© (915) 773-9562 « FAX (915) 772-6692

McGregot Range, as a -trifuing and testing sfre.for Fort Bliss, Whire -
Sands Missle Ravge and Ablioman Afr Fexca Base; 1w of utmosi- fwportance
to our mation's defense and to our reglon's economic well-being.

Therefoxe, T stxougly suppori 'the Gontimued vithirawal of ‘McGregor
Range for use as dfrected by the 0,5, Ammy- fox a.period. of. 50 years
beginnipg 2001; thar :ﬁg"cut:eu‘c-liouizdarlwloflthe Range Femain as
chey are today; and that there Be no cotetrafnts dpplied to the range

for wilfrary uee.

Robert £. Smashey
(Db 8% s

J

357. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental

analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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Feg 1 BERD
24 %e.
@ Nypro Joint Venture . tco:
Q59000
#A2686
From tbe office of:
Jay Smith

General Manager

February 1,1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA

P. O. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Vhet:

McGregor Range, as training and testing site for Fort Bliss, White Sands Missile Range
and Holloman Air Force Base, is of utmost importance to our nation’s defense and to our
region’s economic well being.

Therefore, I strongly support the contimied withdrawal of McGrefor Rangg for use as
directed by the U.S. Army for a period of SO years beginning 2001; that the current

boundaries of the Range remain as they are today; and that there be no constraints apphied
to the range for military use.

Regards,

Qay Sk

Jay Smith

El Paso, Texas, #9 Zane Grey, 19906
Phone:(915) 771-0080  Fax=(915) 771.000¢

z00@ 0¥dAN @ 9600TLLST8 XVd 2G:L0 68/T0/20

358. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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FEB—B9—-99 83:57 PM R.A. RODRIGUEZ & ASSOC.A ’ 1 215 598 5150

-‘ [] 3
R. A. Rodriguez and Associates, Inc.
10935 B CHEer, ﬁ&ksz‘:rl;“rduwrm %ﬁgmwu. Pax 508 515D
E-cuft: rarjoli s@abcar ¢ors.cam

February 9, 1999

Dr. Andy Viiet

Attn; ATZC-CSA

P.0. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79900

Dear Dr. Viiet:

McGregor Range, as a training and tesling site for Foct Bliss, White Sands Missile Range and
Holloman Air Force Base, is of utmost|importance (6 our nation’s defense and to our region's
economic well-being,

Therefore, 1 strongly support the continved withdrawal of McGregor Range for use as directed by
the U.8. Army for & period of 50 years beginning 2001; that the current boundaxies of the Runge
remain as they are today; and thut there be no constraints applicd to the ranpe for military use.

Regards,

<

ichacl D, Smiithson, CPC

e i} nt §2e

359. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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Written Comment Sheet
McGregor Range Land Withdrawal Renewal
Draft Legislative Envir I Impact Statement

Thank you for your input

PLEASE PRINT

DATE\J%tﬂ_éF /53

34 7‘&# S\ﬁmaﬂu N [ou Seofora )/o,l /P CPV;CW /é
;é(éfﬂﬁ@ww ”qmzﬂma@& G Awffiﬁﬁﬁ k“’“*Z‘*
AT . S
pociod o5 (AT ~Unge€) Uowllo %_:{CMI Je/rd:a/ys 76‘7755

CeSren N&ww (I-'\' ad d'e\ﬂ+ 8ur Cprnnauntfy COn?Llﬂw( /'74\?
(’DmIDW& MM O embin i J

NAME: é’aj) (:I--LAQ}/CSM/Eq &71.) GIDBCL vas,%mw
ADDRESS: ___ | O O,l\/l(/ L‘QNUCQ»( PLA/Z_

CITY: 6/ @ ‘

STATE, 21 CODE__ | E9YAS 78%01~1183

PHONE NUMBER_ ( QIY ) 534" 06’70

Arca Code

MPlease check if you would like to receive a copy of the Final LEIS (Phone Number Required for Federal Express Delivery)
Please Hand This Form In or Mail BEFORE FEBRUARY 5, 1999

Dr. Andy Viiet, Program Manager
U.S. Army Air Defense Artillery Center and Fort Bliss
ATIN: ATZC-CSA (LEIS Comments}
P.0O. Box 6020
Fort Bliss, Texas 79306
Emall: megregor@emh10.bliss.army.mil

360. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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MIRACLE DELIVERY SERVICE

ARMORED

415 S. KANSAS STREET  EL PASO, TEXAS 79901

915-532-6959
FFR 3 o0
January 29, 1999
Dr. Andy Vliet
Attin: ATZC-CSA
P.O. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906
Dear Dr. Vliet:

McGregor Range, as training and testing site for Fort Bliss, White Sands Missile Range and Holloman Air
Force Base, is of utmost importance 1o our nation's defense and to our region's cconomic well being,

Therefore, I strongly support the continued withdrawal of McGregor Range for use as directed by the U.S.
Army for a period of 50 years beginning 2001, that the current boundaries of the Range remain as they are
today, and that there be no constraints applied to the range for military use.

Sincerely,

Ed Soto ﬂ‘/

President

ES/ja

361. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental

analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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;ﬂ;ccuStaff“

1IN CORFPORATED

1200 Gelden Key Circle, Suite 330 » El Paso, TX 799255815 » [915) 592-3400  FAX (915} 590-1 87ﬂ

FE8 1 6 0D

February 1, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA

P.0. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet:

McGregor Range, as a training and testing site for Fort Bliss, White Sands Missile Range
and Holloman Air Force Bast, is very important to our great nation’s defense and also
very important Lo our region’s economic well-being.

Because of this, we at AccuStafT, strongly support the continued use of McGregor Range
by the U.S. Army for a period of 50 years beginning 2001; that the current boundaries of
the Range remain as they are today; and that there be no constraints applied to the range
for military use. El Paso has atways supported its defense personnel in every way and we
will continue to do so.

Thank you,

:(Ly; wh /i\?/fac;f@/)

Jahdt Stacks
Manager of Operations

ASI
wrENE

www.accustaf.com NYSE

362. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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DS

DUFFY B. STANLEY

ARCHITECTS
303 TEXAS AVENUE, SUITE 402
EL PASO, TEXAS 79901

January 28, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA

P. 0. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet:

McGregor Range has been a training and testing site for Fort Bliss,
White Sands Missile Range and Holloman Air Force Base for many
years and is vitally important to our nation's defense as well as
to our region's economic status.

For these reasons, I support the continued withdrawal of McGregor
Range for continued use as directed by the U.S. Army for a period
of 50 years beginning 20001.

Sincerely,
.

e

Duffy B. Stanley

feB 3 HECD

363.The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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From: McGregor
Sent: Manday, January 04, 1999 8:43 AM
To: Viiet, Andrew

Subject:  FW: desert property

--—QOriginal Message-----

From: . ::! Lmstokespc@acl.com [SMTP:Lmstokespc@aot.com]
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 1998 8:37 PM

To: mecgregor@emh10.bliss.army.mil

Subject:  desert property

Dear parties involved in the review process,

| understand & appreciate the impertance of having a manuever area for our (and other) armed
forces in our area. Aside from the fact that the forces have an incidental (and fortuitous)
beneficial effect on the El Paso economy, | am also VERY pleased that another incidental effect
is that, as a sportsman, the Army’s (et al) effect of using this area is (other than some relatively
unnoticeable minor debris) to preserve the natural integrity of the area. Fm sure there are some
naturalists who wilt argue to the contrary, but I've seen a great deal of this area, and I'm pleased
to say the army does a much better job than many property, if not most, property owners. ! would
STRONGLY urge that this area be left to the good stewardship of the army, with the limited
request that it make access to the property a matter of easy contact with the appropriate
personnel, so they may be contacted by phone, mal, fax, or infernet, without having to make a
20-30 mile drive for an access permit.

As a general rule, MOST people want to comply with the rules provided they remain consistent
and don't change. Just let the public know when they need to stay out of the area and they
will Keep up the good work.

Thanks for the good work, L. Stokes

364. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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g

BANKERS LIFE AND CASUALTY COMPANY

A Conseco Company
Branch Office

4150 Rio Bravo, Suite 209
El Paso, TX 70902
916/543-9001

January 29, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA
P.O. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, TX 79906

Dear Mr. Vliet,

McGregor Range, as a training and testing site for Fort Bliss, White Sands
Missile Range and Holloman Air Force Base, is of utmost impertance to our
nation's defense and to our region's economic well-being.

Therefare, | strongly support the continued withdrawal of McGregor Range for
use as directed by the U.S. Army for a period of 50 years beginning 2001; that
the current boundaries of the Range remain as they are today; and that there be
no constraints applied to the range for military use.

Sincerely,

Raobert Sweet
Branch Sales Manager

BOL-4036

365. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental

analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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1516 Serrano
ALAMOGORDO, NEW MEXICO 88310

JAN 2 3 HECD

January 20, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA

P.O. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet:

I understand that the McGregor Range is under the joint jurisdiction of the US
Army and the BLM. I want you, as a decision-maker in this process, to know that the vast
majority of people in Otero County (pop. 55,000) support this project. Plus, pleasc keep
in mind that this deals with the lifeblood of our community, Holloman AFB.

I would appreciate your support for Alternative 1 listed in the Draft Legislative
Environmental Impact Statement for MeGregor Range, New Mexico, Land Withdrawal
Renewal. Alternative 1 states that the current boundaries of McGregor Range would
remain the same. Nonmilitary activities would continuc under the BLM Resource
Management Plan, McGregor Range.

The last Base Realignment and Closure Commission noted that the target
complex proposed for the Otero Mesa and McGregor Range and associated flight routes
fill a shortcoming of Holloman. Holloman and the USAF need this range space for force
readiness and training. The range is a vital resource to the installation triangle of Ft. Bliss,
‘White Sands Missile Range and Holloman AFB. The fact that the German Air Foree is
willing to pay for much of the infrastructure provides tremendous savings to the US
taxpayet.

These installations are critical components of our economy, providing jobs and a
tax base to a relatively sparsely populated and industry-poor region. These installations
have proven their value to national defense over and over, and will continue to be vital
assets in the future.

Sincerely,

/Lavéfwz?

Julia E. Talley

366. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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. Blenn 8o, Talley

1516 Serrano
ALAMOGORDO, NEW MEXICO 88310

M2 7 KD

January 20, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA

P.O. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet:

I understand that the McGregor Range is under the joint jurisdiction of the US
Army and the BLM. I want you, as a decision-maker in this process, to know that the vast
majority of people in Otero County (pop. 55,000) support this project. Plus, please keep
in mind that this deals with the lifeblood of our community, Holloman AFB.

I would appreciate your support for Alternative 1 listed in the Draft Legislative
Environmental Impact Statement for McGregor Range, New Mexico, Land Withdrawal
Renewal. Alternative 1 states that the current boundaries of McGregor Range would
remain the same. Nonmilitary activities would continue under the BLM Resource
Management Plan, McGregor Range.

The last Base Realignment and Closure Commission noted that the target
complex proposed for the Otero Mesa and McGregor Range and associated flight routes
fill a shortcoming of Holloman. Holloman and the USAF need this range space for force
readiness and training. The range is a vital resource to the installation triangle of Ft. Bliss,
White Sands Missile Range and Holloman AFB. The fact that the German Air Force is
willing to pay for much of the infrastructure provides tremendous savings to the US
taxpayer.

These installations are critical components of our economy, providing jobs and a
tax base to a relatively sparsely populated and industry-poor region. These installations
have proven their value to national defense over and over, and will continue to be vital
assets in the future.

Sincerely,

Kl 2/ Tabty

(Glenn W. Talley

367. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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KPMG Pcat Marwick LLp FEE 3 “mp

Adolpho R. Telles 221 N. Kansas Street, Suite 1300
P.O. Box 522651
El Paso, TX 79999-0010
915 532 3665

February 1, 1999

Mr. Andy Vliet
Attn: ATZC-CSA
P.O. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, TX 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet:

McGregor Range, as a training and testing site for Fort Bliss, White
Sands Missile Range and Holloman Air Force Base, is of utmost
importance to our nation’s defense and to our region’s economic well
being.

1 strongly support the continued withdrawal of McGregor Range for use
as directed by the U.S. Army for a period of 50 years beginning 2001;
that the current boundaries of the Range remain as they are today; and
that there be no constraints applied to the Range for military use.
Sincerely, -
e /,,- -

(X 1ol

Adolpho R. Telles

le

368. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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INC

February 4, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA

P. O. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Viet:

McGregor Range, 1s a training and testing site for Fort Bliss, White Sands Missilc Range
and Holloman Air Force Base, is of utmost importance to our nation’s defense and to our
region’s economic well-being.

Therefore, I strougly support the continued withdrawal of McGregor Range for use as
directed by the U.S. Army for a period of 50 years beginning 2001; that the current
boundarics of the Range remain s they are today; and that there be no constraints
applied to the range for militaty vse.

Sincerely,

T8 Fovd

4600 Pollard * El Paso, Texas 79930 « (515) 680-8322 + Fax: (915) 680-8323
OSLINDO EZEOPB9STE 92768 B6G1/GB/ZE

369. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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Jan-28-99 04:23P

©

URAUTY EOMPONENTS /ENGIEERED SIUTIINS

Ja{\uary 26, 1999

Dr. Andy Viiet

Atn. ATZC-CSA

P 0. Box 6020 |
Folt Bliss, Texas. 79906

Dear Dr, Viiet:

Pa Ted Spring Company ol H Paso, Inc.
15700 Goodykat Drive & LI Fasn, TX 79936
fel. 915590 6610 » Fax 415.590-6607

McGregor Range, s a lraining anq‘testing site for Fort Bliss, White Sands
Missile Range and Holloman Air Force Base, is of ulmost importance lo our

nation's defense and to our region’s economic well-being.

Therefore, | strongly support the continuad withdrawal of ‘ McGregor Range for
use as directed by the U.S. Army for a pericd of SO years beginning 2001; that
the current boundaries of the Range remain as they are today, and that there be

no conslraints applied to the range for military use.

Signatyre

i

?wf Pty

370. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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Chamser oF COMMERCE

(505) 437-6120
1301 White Sands Blvd. » P.O. 518, Alamogordo, New Mexico U.S.A, 88311-0518

December 18, 1998

JAN 4R
Dr. Andy Vliet
Attn: ATZC-CSA
PO Box 6020
Fort Bliss, TX 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet,

On behalf of the 600+ members of the Alamogordo Chamber of Commerce, we ate writing to
express our support for the Alternative 1 listed in the Draft Legislative Environmental Impact
Statement for McGregor Range, New Mexico, Land Withdrawal Renewal. Alternative 1 states
that the current boundaries of McGregor Range would remain the same. Nonmilitary activities
would continue under the BLM Resource Management Plan, McGregor Range.

We understand that the McGregor Range is under the joint jurisdiction of the US Army and the
BLM. We want you, as a decision-maker in this process, to know that the vast majority of
people in Otero County (pop. 55,000) support this project. Plus, please keep in mind that this
deals with the life-blood of our community, Holloman AFB.

The target complex proposed for the Otero Mesa and McGregor Range and associated flight
routes fill a shortcoming of Holloman noted by the last Base Realignment and Closure
Commission. Holloman and the USAF need this range space for force readiness and training.
The fact that the German Air Force is willing to pay for much of the infrastructure provides
tremendous savings to the US taxpayer.

As a Chamber, we have voiced our strong support for the continued withdrawal of the entire
McGregor Range. The range is a vital resource to the installation triangle of Ft. Bliss, White
Sands Missile Range and Holloman AFB. These installations are critical components of our
economy, providing jobs and a tax base to a relatively sparsely populated and industry-poor
region. These installations have proven their value to national defense over and over, and will
continue to be vital assets in the future.

We would appreciate your support for Alternative 1: the current boundaries of McGregor Range
would remain the same, and for the McGregor Range target complex.

Respectfully submitted, .

@Ww 0 Vol uide

Colene C. Van Winkle Ed Brabson
Executive Director President, Board of Directors
Alamogordo Chamber of Commerce Alamogordo Chamber of Commerce

"TAKING CARE OF BUSINESS"

E-Mail - chamber@wazoo.com

371. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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AN 29 prop

ELLE]
MEDIA COMPANY

January 26, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA

P. 0. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet:

McGregor Range, as a training and testing site for Fort Bliss, White Sands
Missile Range and Holloman Air Force Base, is of utmost importance to our
nation's defense and to our region’s economic well-being.

Therefore, | strongly support the continued withdrawal of McGregor Range for
use as directed by the U.S. Army for a period of 50 years beginning 2001; that
the current boundaries of the Range remain as they are today; and that there be
no constraints applied to the range for military use.

RV

EL PASO DIVISION

4705 PERSHING, EL PASO, TEXAS 79903
(915) 566-9380  FAX (915) 566-9409

372. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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METAL RECYCLING COMPANY
2508 TENAS AVENUE
EL PASQ, TEXAS 70801
TEL. (815} 544-9890

Dr. Andy Viiet

Altn: 'ATZC-CSA

P. 0. Box 602

Forl Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr, Vliet;

McEreodr Range, as a:training and testing site for Fort Bliss, White Sands
Misdjle Ranga and Holloman, Alr Forca. Base, is of ulmost importance to our
nation’s defense and to our.redion'slaconomic well-heing

Therefore, | strongly support the tontinued hwithdrawal of McGregor Range for
use as directed by the U.S. Ammy fqr a period of 50 ygars beginning 2001; that
the current boundaries of the Range remain as they arestoday; and that there be
no constraints applied to the range for military use.

Signature

Fardosepe , ceo

2fizf29

373. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental

analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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Written Comment Sheet
McGregor Range Land Withdrawal Renewal
Draft Legislative Envir tal Impact § t

Thank you for your input

PLEASE PRINT DATE A -07-79

L Ll yn[ e L4///// /ﬂLJééz //a

Yy /n//,nvﬂow Fx b +o e/ L4 [u(

Llgund f Muiatpor e U //77z//y/ ,
/[ / /

NAME: / ///// %ﬂ(&(//&

ADDRESS: %) /W,//)l/ /%oé/

cITY: f////?uof/ 4

STATE, ZIP CODE 7 U//

prone Numper_(_ YT 14299 7

Area Code
D Please check if you would like to receive a copy of the Final LEIS (Phone Number Required for Federal Express Delivery)
Please Hand This Form In or Mail BEFORE FEBRUARY 5, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet, Program Manager
U.S. Army Air Defense Artillery Center and Fort Bliss
ATTN: ATZC-CSA (LEIS Comments)
P.O. Box 6020
Fort Bliss, Texas 79906
Email: mcgregor@emh10.bliss.army.mil

374. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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StudioPLUS at El Paso
990 Sunland Park Drive ¢ El Paso, Texas 79922
(915) 833-7731 « Fax: (915) 833-6435 ¢ Reservations: (800) 646-8000

o
| StudioPy g

Jik 3 0 BECD

An Extended Sty ot

January 26, 1899

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA

P. O. Box €020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet:

McGregor Range, as a training and testing site for Fort Bliss, White Sands
Missile Range and Holloman Air Ferce Base, is of utmost importance to our
nation’s defense and to our region’s economic well-being.

Therefore, | strongly support the continued withdrawal of McGregor Range for
use as directed by the U.S. Army for a period of 50 years beginning 2001; that
the current boundaries of the Range remain as they are today; and that there be
no constraints applied to the range for military use.

Signature

Knikki Velazquez /@%

General Manager

375. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental

analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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Thank you for your input

PLEASE PRINT

Written Comment Sheet

McGregor Range Land Withdrawal Renewal Feg 8

Draft Legislative Environmental Impact Statement

KD

DATE_[~/Y-7F

c Location in D

(include page and line numbers

or broader infarmation)

Comment and Suggested Improvement

Opkion One (Witfdeawn]

Tttt CONT

INUE ON BACK FOR MORE SPACE

NamE:s _ o ALke WM. UieL

.

ADDRESS: .0 gﬁox 523

CITY: Z_H LL(Z.'

STATE, 2Ip conE____ A /7]

££337

PHONE NUMBER_( 905 ) U 34-1780O

Area Code

D Please check if you would like to receive a copy of the Final LEIS (Phone Number Required for Federal Express Delivery)

PLEASE HAND THIS FORM IN OR MAIL BEFORE FEBRUARY 9, 1999 TO:

Dr. Andy Vliet, Program Manager
U.S. Army Air Defense Artillery Center and Fort Bliss
Attention: ATZC-CSA (LEIS Comments})
P.O. Box 6020
Fort Bliss, Texas 79906
Email: mcgregor@emh]0.bliss.army.mil

376. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental

analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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JRN30 Ty

MEDIA COMPANY

January 26, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA

P. O. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet:

McGregor Range, as a training and testing site for Fort Bliss, White Sands
Missite Range and Holloman Air Force Base, is of utmost importance to our
nation's defense and to our region’s economic well-being.

Therefore, | strongly support the continued withdrawal of McGregor Range for
use as directed by the U.S. Army for a period of 50 years beginning 2001; that
the current boundaries of the Range remain as they are today; and that there be
no constraints applied to the range for military use.

EL PASO DIVISION

4705 PERSHING, EL PASO, TEXAS 79903
(915)566-9380  FAX (915) 566-9409

377. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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Wicland

- Realtors / Investors -
Since 1946

January 28, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet
ATTENTION ATZC-CSA
P. 0. Box 6020

Ft. Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet:

McGreggor Range, along with Ft. Bliss, White Sands Missile Range, and
Holloman Air Force Base, comprise the largest contiguous training and testing
area in the United States. It is extremely important to our nation’s defense, that
the Range remain as a training and testing site, with unlimited access to the
military. It is also vital to our region’s economic well being.

1 very strongly am in favor of continued withdrawal of McGreggor Range for use
as directed by the U.S. Army, for a period of fifty years, beginning in 2001. The
current boundaries of the Range should remain as they are, and there should be no
constraints applied to McGreggor Range for military use.

ly yours,

Michael N. Wieladd

MNW:po

2211 E. Missouri, Suite N-200
REALTOR®

N 2 9 Fecy

Ef Paso, Texas 79903 / (915) 542-1654

FAX: (915) 542-1680

378. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental

analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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Wicland

- Realtors / Investors - -
Since 1946 FFB ! m

January 29, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet
Attention: ATZA-CSA
P. 0. Box 6020
Ft. Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet:

I strongly favor and support the continued withdrawal of McGregor Range for use
as directed by the U.S. Army for a period of fifty years beginning 2001. I support
the current boundaries of the Range, and that there be no constraints applied to the
Range for military use. There are already several other recreational opportunities
in the area, including the Gila National Forest, Sacramento Mountains, Hueco
Tanks State Park, and the Franklin Mountains State Park.

I am a native El Pasoan, very familiar with the importance of Ft. Bliss, McGregor
Range, White Sands Missile Range, and Holloman Air Force Base, to our nation’s
defense and to our region’s economy. Specifically, the use of McGregor Range
for training and testing is paramount for our nation’s security and defense. When
combined with Ft. Bliss and White Sands, this area provides one of the largest, if
not the largest, free fly areas in the free world.

Patrick B. Wieland

PBW:po

12211 E. Missouri, Suite N-200 £l Paso, Texas 79903 / (915) 542-1654
REALTOR®
FAX: (915) 542-1680

379. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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9157812745 DISMAS CHARITIES 548 PB2-@2 JAN 28 '99 1@:18

)
Qoley ' J¥ 2 3 0D

DISMAS CHARITLES, INC.

KEN WILLOUGHBY
DRECTOR

January 28, 1999
Dr. Andy Vliet
Attn: ATZC-CSA
P.O, Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906
Dear Dr. Vliet

McGregor Range, as a training and testing site for Fort Bliss, White Sands
Missile Range, and Holloman Air Force Base, is of utmost importance to
our nations defense and to our economic well-being. The fact that troops
from Air Defense units here at Fort Bliss, and aircraft and erews from
Holloman Air Force Base, were called upon to support the last actions in the
middle east supports the need for this training site. Where else could they go
for essential training?

Therefore, being retired military myself, I strongly support the continued
withdrawal of McGregor Range for use as directed by the U.S. Army for a
petiod of fifty (50) years beginning 2001; that the qurent boundaries of the
range remain as they are today; and that there be no constraints applied to
the range for military use.

Ken Willough

Director
Dismas El Paso

7011 ALAMEDA AVENUL = EL PASQ, TEXAS 79915 » (915) 781-1122 » FAX (915) 781-2745

380. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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AmericanAirlines

FEB & BECD

January 30, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA

P.O. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet:

McGregor Range, as a training and testing site for Fort Bliss, White Sands
Missile Range and Holloman Air Force Base, is of utmost importance to our
nation’s defense and to our region’s economic well-being.

Therefore, | strongly support the continued withdrawal of McGregor Range for
use as directed by the U.S Army for a period of 50 years beginning 2001; that
the current boundaries of the Range remain as they are today; and that there be
no constraints applied to the range for military use.

Sincerely,

bk e C N
Bruce A. Wingren
General Manager
AMERICAN AIRLINES
El Pasc

BWwWi/gh

INTERNATIONAL AIRFORT. EL PASO. TEXAS 79825, FOR RESERVATIONS. PHONE 533-9909. CABLE ADDRESS AMAIR

381. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental

analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.

JUIWINIO(] ISU0dSIY pue JUIWWO)) dN[qNJ [EMBIPYIAL PUBT ISUBY A10391)IA



LLT-V

Private Citizens/Organizations

Weright M 2 9 B
2112 Murchison Dr.

&
D a ’ b l n El Paso, Texas 79930

Phone: 915/ 533-3777
Fax: 915/ 532-7733
emailwdarchs@elp.rr.com

Architects, Inc.

January 28, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

Attn: ATZC-CSA

P.O. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

382 Dear Dr. Viiet: 382. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
We believe McGregor Range should be maintained as a military reserve, both for our an_?lySIS proces_s for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
national defense and for the good of the local economy. during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.

Sincerely,
gLt
e %7 44
A/
_Geoffrey Wr‘i‘ght Frederic Dalbin
Principal Principal
Wright & Dalbin Architects, Inc. Wright & Dalbin Architects, Inc.
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SHELTE R s«ARORTRD.

EL PASO
TEXAS,

A = 79905

AIRPORT -\RKH\(: % M ILITY (915) 778-2020

Dr. Andy Viiet
Attn: ATZC-CSA

McGregor-Range, as a training
Missile Range and Holloman Air:F

FEB 3 BED

383. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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it 12 ey

Jerold Yates
2304 Pine Drive
Alamogordo, NM. 88310

Re:  McGREGOR BOMBING RANGE

Ladies and Gentlemen:

I have been a resident of Alamogordo since 1956. 1 have a business and raised my family
here. Because of the excellent economy of Alamogordo, my children have decided to make
Alamogordo their home., Holloman AFB has always been a vital part of the Alamogordo economy
and we have enjoyed the comradeship of Holloman and now the German Air Force.

This community and Holloman AFB have survived several BRAC considerations. Holloman
AFR is the principal support of Otero County.

The German Air Force arrival has been essential to our continued business health. T urge you
to continve with the gomplete withdrawal of McGregor Bombing Range, including Otero Mesa and
Culp Canyon. This continuation of the withdrawal is vital to Alamogordo, NM, and is the best use

of this land for the majority of its citizens.

Sincerely yours,

%&W' 7 @;{
Igrry Yates/Predident

The Ink Well, Inc,

384. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental

analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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FEB @2 99 21:56 FROM JIM AND MARTHA COODY TO 9155686643 PAGE. 881

Written Comment Sheet
McGregor Range Land Withdrawal Renewal
Draft Legislative Environmental Impact Statement

ﬁ pl.. &//IIN VSef- [t 7{_}"-;(4?.-&;2‘(3 ‘
‘ Thank you for your input -

DATE 2[;_!22 ?

PLEASE PRINT

J/‘ffx.n aFire, #3 -S'/{Vau/
0 _LLload e _andha it s

Rl gl . n WA The Dutintere ., PRy e LG
2. e, Gl Z i O L e i . S5 €Ol 8587 ¢
= % =
Dy emuyi; tailibndy tsase s SHAE ppid o

L T b o el insetenid Fs
SHEM ot aipinin] Sad B lenppmier

4.0 72 Cls
b.fk-ér. /M& &

¢ )

—

v-.—-—'/.
TIPS 2D
Cﬂ‘l:\ . 4‘41/0 —

Y e85/
- - 228
PHONEN'U"MBER (ﬁml 3 2383

]
ADDRESS:

\
STATE, ZiP CODE

nm'.:hneeryouwnuuk.mwu-myammmsmnmmwmrmmmmm)
MMTM:FThorM:ﬂBEFOREFHRUARYS,m

Dr. Andy Vliet. Program Manager
U.S, Army Air Defense Artillery Center and Fort Bliss
ATIN: ATZC-CSA (LEIS Comments)
P.O. Bax 6020
Fort Bliss, Texas 79906
Email: mcgregor@emh10.bliss.army.mil

385. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.

JudWNIO( Asuodsay pue JuUIWWO)) I[qNJ [EMBIPYIAA PUBT dSuey J10331D)IA



181-V

Private Citizens/Organizations

FEB @2 'SS 20:31 FROM JIM AND MARTHA COODY TO 9155686643 PAGE. Ba1

TELECOPIER TRANSMISSION
’ COVER PAGE

10: O Ay drew Viet — For #(G5) 568 66¥3
¥ROM: A/ 3r 7 ha Caoa}/,
DATE: 2/&(9?
SUBJEC!- .Ll;:'S/é'f/W £n Heonrreale! Zrnpsct SFrotoment
COMMENTS ABOUT THE ATTACHED DOCUCMENT:
On 7“4« /oj 7o ~/"o//ow Fre. iy Carmirmeass oo fAe

L. f.,L S. 74r Grt of' /fi/) c Aecw Wexx(& Z&oa’
72 ;%J,-awa/ A”.rn(wa/ Vesse saclude f/;em sn yoer

Foned L ELS

NOMBRR OF PAGES 70 FOLLOW THIS COVER PAGE: _ /
IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS, PLEASE CALL: (505) 963-2383
TELECOPTER NOMBER: (505) 963-2459
CONTACT PERSON:
Ao Loy 247 Oes, fanh Hosd
4/6’»7 ;ord’ol v pr. 58370
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Private Citizens/Organizations

FEB @2 '99 2@:31 FROM JiM AND MARTHA COODY TO 9155686643 PAGE. 022
Written Comment Sheet
McGregor Range Land Withdrawal Renewal
Draft Legislative Environmental Impact Statement
Thank you for your input
e e Ve e
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oy could 3 ¢ir Leties ¢-7Aa' 7 f&a Spme

| Fov g er! / red  Coal 6¢ .68/95/- ,arr.rerp(j and
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sposess: 20 flox 247 /

CITY: Zr0 880 0k

sn'\m.mcom-: 4/42w %'y;‘co -

PHONE Nuvmer_(S08” )- 263~ 3R3Z
‘ Area Code

MHuseduckﬂywwmldlikewnndnamwdmhdlmmnwmhhdqﬂbmmm)

F0 %IFJIMA frovd -

8370

MMNFMEWMWOREMRUARY 5, 1999

Dr. Andy VHet, Manager
U.S. Army Alr Defense Artillery Center and Fort Bliss
ATTN: ATZC- CSA[]EISCommmts)
P.O. Bax 6020
Fort Bliss, Texas 79906
- Email: mcg’egm@mhlo.buss.umy.mﬂ

386. The Army appreciates your involvement in the
environmental analysis process for the renewal of the
McGregor Range military land withdrawal. Your comment
was considered during preparation of the final LEIS and has
become a part of this public comment response document
for congressional review.
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Written Comment Sheet IR 1
McGregor Range Land Withdrawal Renewal
Draft Legislative Environmental Impact Statement

DATE ///L/‘f(}

Thank you for your input

PLEASE PRINT

c Location in D
(Include page and line numbers
or broader information)

Comment and Suggested Improvement

L tooeld frefee FHe parnze Poe

Tl bl (o ifs endpete
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**** CONTINUE ON BACK FOR MORE SPACE ****

NAME: §//(:’,ZW7?1~//(; /. bu%o/;g

ADDRESS: é/g Witlow { gpe

CITY: /DM

STATE, zIP copg,_ V)= b7- €3S~

PHONE NUMBER_( S5 | SEC- ¥/

Area Code
D Please check if you would like to receive a copy of the Final LEIS (Phone Number Required for Federal Express Delivery)
PLEASE HAND THIS FORM IN OR MAIL BEFORE FEBRUARY 9, 1999 TO:

Dr. Andy Vliet, Program Manager
U.S. Army Air Defense Artillery Center and Fort Bliss
Attention: ATZC-CSA (LEIS Comments)
P.O. Box 6020
Fort Bliss, Texas 79906
Email: mcgregor@emh10.bliss.army.mil

387. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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Las Cruces, New

The Southwest Consolidated Sportsmen represents approximately 1500
outdoors-oriented men and women in the Las Cruces area. We support
Alternative #3 for the proposed withdrawal. It is our position that there are
adequate areas in the Tularosa basin to carry out military objectives,
including the proposed bombing range. However, recognizing the past
history of McGregor Range, we feel that the chance of the military returning
the Otero Mesa/Sacramento Foothills portion of the range to public
ownership is remote,

Therefore, our secondary position on this issue is that, assuming the
Otero Mesa and Sacramento Foothills area is again withdrawn, that the
military be required, under the agreement, to act cooperatively with the
Bureau of Land Management, NM Departinent of Game and Fish, and
Forest Service to insure that this portion of the range is not degraded or
contaminated. Further, our organization strongly feels that public access to
the range for recreational purposes, including hunting, should be guaranteed
as part of the withdrawal. Under no circumstances should any military
activity be allowed which would preclude the use of this area by the public.
All such activities should be confined to areas west of the escarpment which
are already degraded and off-Iimits to the public.

Finally, it should be noted that, at some point in the future, however
distant, this area, as well as all other military installations, will be used for
other purposes. It should be a matter of policy that the military, or any other
contaminating entity, be required to “clean up their mess™ as it occurs rather
than let these areas be an on-going dumping ground for potentially highly
dangerous materials and explosives. We must not jeopardize the well-being
of future generations and their quality of life because of our own present
short-sightedness.

388. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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Written Comment Sheet N2 30

McGregor Range Land Withdrawal Renewal
Draft Legislative Environmental Impact Statement
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Thank you for your input
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(Include page and line numbers Comment and Suggested improvement
or broader information)
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E Please check if you would like to receive a copy of the Final LEIS (Phone Number Required for Federal Express Delivery)
PLEASE HAND THIS FORM IN OR MAIL BEFORE FEBRUARY 9, 1999 TO:

Dr. Andy Vliet, Program Manager
U.S. Army Air Defense Artillery Center and Fort Bliss
Attention: ATZC-CSA (LEIS Comments)
P.O. Box 6020
Fort Bliss, Texas 79906
Email: mcgregor@emh10.bliss.army.mil

389. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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Draft Legislative Environmental Impact Statement
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E{ease check if you would like to receive a copy of the Final LEIS (Phone Number Required for Federal Express Delivery)
PLEASE HAND THIS FORM IN OR MAIL BEFORE FEBRUARY 9, 1999 TO:

Dr. Andy Vliet, Program Manager
U.S. Army Air Defense Artillery Center and Fort Bliss
Attention: ATZC-CSA (LEIS Comments)
P.O. Box 6020
Fort Bliss, Texas 79906
Email: mcgregor@emh10.bliss.army.mil

390. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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Michael P. Berman
HC71 Box1370
89 Wilson Rd
San Lorenzo, NM 88041
505 536-3238

McGregor Range Military Land Withdrawal
Comment

[ believe it is incumbent upon the the Army to balance its long term use of the lands
in question with the protection of them. And where ever possible to preserve the
ecological integrity of the lands. Ibelieve this is possible without compromising the
primary mission.

I Alternative 6 presents an elegant proposal to achieve both these ends and I would
hope the Army would support it, as I also do.

Sincerely, .

Michael P. Berman
1/19/99

391. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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NEW MEXICO WILDERNESS RALLIANCE y/A

—
PO Box 13116 « Albuquerque, New Mexico 87192
Dr. Andy Vliet
USA-ADAC Center & Ft. Bliss
Attn; ATZC-CSA
PO Box 6020
Fort Bliss, TX 79906
19 January 1999

Dear Dr. Vliet,

This letter is in support of Alternative 6 in the Legislative Environmental Impact Statement on the
McGregor Withdrawal. 1t is the position of the New Mexico Wildemess Alliance that Culp
Canyon is deserving of full wildemness designation and that Otero Mesa should be designated as a
National Conservation Area. The historical, cultural, recreational and biological values of the
areas (Culp Canyon and Otero Mesa) are simply too important to sacrifice them as a bombing
range or a missile training ground. Other areas exist which can meet this nation’s need for military
training. However a wildemess like Culp Canyon is, once lost, lost forever. We cannot afford to
lose any more wildemess in New Mexico. It has become too rare, and consequently, too precious a
resource.

Sincerely,

Martin Heinrich
for the New Mexico Wildemess Alliance

392. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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New Mexico Audubon Council

Representing Five Local Chapters of the National Audubon Seciety in New Mexico
Conserving and restoring natural ecosystems, focusing on birds, other wildlife, and their
habitats for the benefit of humanity and the earth’s biological diversity

January 15,1599 X 7 3T

Dr. Andy Vliet

USA-ADAC Center and Ft. Bliss
Attn: ATZC-CSA

P. O. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, TX 79906

Dear Dr. Vliet:

The Department of Defense is assessing the impact of future uses of Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) tand on the McGregor Range in an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).
We are particularly concerned that the Army proposes to withdraw the area for 50 years for
use as a training and test range.

This action is opposed by broad coalition of local ranchers, the environmental community, and
hunters because Otero Mesa is one BLM area in New Mexico that is truly well-managed. The
grasslands there are healthy and vibrant, supporting grazing and both game and non-game
wildlife species, a tribute to the BLM's stewardship.

Among other issues, Otero Mesa is prime habitat for the endangered Aplomado Falcon, which
is increasingly reported in New Mexico. The area would be a prime site for reintroduction
efforts to re-establish the falcon in the Southwest. While the environment in many military
areas is in fact protected by their status, this area is well managed as it stands. It is an example
of the potential for success of multiple use, and should be used as an example of the quality
that

We strongly support the designation of Otero Mesa and Mountain Foothills as a National
Conservation Area and the declaration of Culp Cafion as a BLM wilderness area. We
therefore strongly support alternative 6 in the EIS. Withdrawal of this land is not in the best
interests of the people of New Mexico or the United States.

Sincerely,

Thomas Jer¢is, Ph.D., President
60 Barranca Rd.
Los Alamos, NM 87544

393. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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Jemifer Johnson
PO Box 327
Los Alamos, NM 87544

February 3, 1999

Dr. Andy Vliet

USA-ADAC Center and Ft. Bliss
ATTN: ATZC-CSA

P.O. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, Texas 79906

Re: McGregor Range Military Land Withdrawal Renewal

Dear Dr. Vliet,

I am writing to let you know that I support Alternative 6 in the Legislative EIS which
would re-withdraw McGregor Range for 50 years, and would have Congress designate
Otero Mesa and Mountain Foothills as a NATIONAL CONSERVATION AREA and

Culp Canyon as a BLM Wildemess Area.

This seems to me to be the highest and best use for land recognized as an Historic
Landscape, with potential histeric sacred sites and managed for Multiple Use, wildlife,

recreation, grazing and hunting.

The concept that the US Army uses portions of the area occasionally for multi-national
force training and as a buffer zone for live fire missile training is ludicrous. These
military programs should be allowed to expire, as should the temporary withdrawal of all
of McGregor Range, in the year 2001.

Sipcerely,
ennifer Johnson

394. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental

analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of t_his public comment response document for congressional
review.
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395. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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396. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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1-31-99

McGregor Range Military Land Withdrawal Renewal
U.S. Army Air Defense Artillery Center and Fort Bliss
ATTN: ATZC-CSA

P.O. Box 6020

Fort Bliss, TX 79906

To whom it may concern,

1 am writing to you concerning the McGregor Range Land Withdrawal EIS. I favor Alternative

6, which would establish Otero Mesa and Sacramento Foothills as a National Conservation Area.

These areas are in good condition and I would like to see them released as an NCA, preserving
one of our most shrinking assets-- open space and wilderness.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

7
ot
Gary Simpson

4946 Quail Ridge Dr. NW
Albuquerque, NM 87114

397. The Army appreciates your involvement in the environmental
analysis process for the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal. Your comment was considered
during preparation of the final LEIS and has become a part
of this public comment response document for congressional
review.
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AAF
ACEC

ADA
AFB
ASIP

ASP
ATACMS
BLM
BMP
CFR

DA

DoD
DOT

EA
EIS

EPA

FAA
FICON

FIREX
FLPMA

FONSI

FTX
GAF
GIS
GPS
HAFB
HRMB

HUD
ICRMP
INRMP
IRP
JTX

LCTA
LEIS

LIST OF ACRONYMS

Army Air Field MICOM
Area of Critical Environmental MLWA
Concern MOA
Air Defense Artillery MOU
Air Force Base NASA
Army Stationing and

Installations Plan NCA
Ammunition Supply Point NEPA
Army Tactical Missile Systems

Bureau of Land Management NESHAPs
Best Management Practice

Code of Federal Regulations NHPA
U.S. Department of the Army

U.S. Department of Defense NMED
U.S. Department of

Transportation NSPS
Environmental Assessment

Environmental Impact PEIS
Statement

Environmental Protection PL
Agency RMP
Federal Aviation Administration RMPA
Federal Interagency Committee

on Noise ROD
firing exercise ROI
Federal Land Policy and ROW
Management Act RPMP
Finding of No Significant SDZ
Impact TA
field training exercise TADC
German Air Force

Geographic Information System TBM
Global Positioning System USAF
Holloman Air Force Base USFS
Hazardous and Radioactive USFWS
Material Bureau WSA
U.S. Department of Housing WSMR

and Urban Development
Integrated Cultural Resources
Management Plan

Integrated Natural Resources
Management Plan

Installation Restoration Program
Joint Training Exercise

Land Condition Trend Analysis
Legislative Environmental
Impact Statement

U.S. Army Missile Command
Military Lands Withdrawal Act
Memorandum of Agreement
Memorandum of Understanding
National Aeronautics and Space
Administration

National Conservation Area
National Environmental Policy
Act

National Emission Standards for
Hazardous Air Pollutants
National Historic Preservation
Act

New Mexico Environmental
Department

New Source Performance
Standards

Programmatic Environmental
Impact Statement

Public Law

Resource Management Plan
Resource Management Plan
Amendment

Record of Decision

region of influence
right-of-way

Real Property Master Plan
Surface Danger Zone

Training Area

Training Area Development
Concept

tactical ballistic missile

U.S. Air Force

U.S. Forest Service

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Wilderness Study Area

White Sands Missile Range
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