Standard Operating Procedure (SOP): Protection of Cultural Resources 
during Intrusive Investigation at Closed Castner Firing Range MRS
During intrusive investigation of magnetic anomalies at Castner Range, URS and Fort Bliss will implement the following procedures to comply with the Fort Bliss Dig Permit #1855 and the Fort Bliss Programmatic Agreement with the Texas State Historic Preservation Officer (TXSHPO) and the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, dated February 2008.
Training on Excavation Methods and Cultural Resource Recognition:

URS requests Fort Bliss Cultural Resource Staff participate in URS Unexploded Ordnance (UXO) Technician training on Thursday, 9 September 2010. URS requests Fort Bliss Cultural Resource Staff conduct a 1 hour training session on excavation and observation methods necessary to protect cultural resources during intrusive investigations. Training will include recognition of objects, features, or conditions indicative of excavation in a culturally significant/sensitive area and guidance to stop work and initiate notification if such an area is discovered. 
Projected Sequence of Excavation Points:

URS Senior UXO Supervisor (SUXOS), Mr. Russ Shattles, will send a spreadsheet to Mr. Ron Baca (ron.baca@us.army.mil) containing the coordinates of the magnetic anomalies planned for excavation the following week (approximately 300 anomalies per week). The SUXOS will email this information each Thursday, beginning 2 September 2010 and continuing through the end of intrusive operations. Mr. Baca will provide this information to all necessary Fort Bliss Environmental staff.
Advanced Notice of Daily Excavations:
URS SUXOS will call Mr. Ron Baca at 915-568-7979 by 1500 each work day providing him the work location (Target Area # and/or Non-target Area Lot #) for the next work day. If the SUXOS cannot reach Mr. Baca, he will leave the above information in a voicemail. Mr. Baca will ensure the information is provided to all necessary Fort Bliss Environmental staff.
Notification of Archaeology Support during Excavation:
Based on information provided in weekly and daily excavation notices, Fort Bliss Cultural Resources staff will identify when an excavation is scheduled in areas not previously surveyed for cultural resources (referred to as “Cultural Resource Areas”). Upon recognition that excavations will occur in Cultural Resource Areas, Fort Bliss Cultural Resources staff will telephone the URS SUXOS (Mr. Russ Shattles, 678-725-4593) and inform him that a Fort Bliss archaeologist will support the excavations in the Cultural Resource Areas. The Fort Bliss archaeologist will meet the URS SUXOS at the URS project trailer at 0630 each morning of planned excavation in Cultural Resource Areas. The URS project trailer is located behind the National Border Patrol Museum, 4315 Woodrow Bean Transmountain Road, El Paso, TX 79924-3753. The Fort Bliss archaeologist must participate in the daily safety briefing each day when providing support to intrusive investigations. When within the Castner Range MRS, the Fort Bliss archaeologist will comply with the URS Accident Prevention Plan and obey all safety instructions from the URS SUXOS, UXO Safety Officer (UXOSO), and UXO Dig Team Leaders. When within the Castner Range MRS, the Fort Bliss archaeologist will be escorted at all times by a URS UXO Technician.
Archaeology Support during Anomaly Reacquisition and Pre-excavation:
During intrusive investigations within Cultural Resource Areas, the Fort Bliss archaeologist will accompany the URS UXO Tech dig team onto the Castner Range MRS to “reacquire and mark” the target anomalies. Upon arrival at each target anomaly, the Fort Bliss archaeologist will conduct a visual inspection of the area immediately surrounding the target anomaly for signs of cultural resources. If the archaeologist identifies cultural resources, he/she will evaluate whether excavation can or cannot proceed. If excavation can proceed, the archaeologist will be escorted out of the exclusion zone and the URS UXO Tech dig team will conduct intrusive investigation procedures. If excavation cannot proceed, the URS UXO Tech dig team will record the anomaly as a “cultural site” and record “no dig” in the comments field of the electronic dig sheet. 
Archaeology Support Post-excavation:

Upon completion of an intrusive investigation within a Cultural Resource Area, the URS UXO Tech dig team will escort the Fort Bliss archaeologist back to the excavation site. All magnetic anomalies found to be attributable to cultural debris (non-munitions or range related) will be brought to the attention of the Fort Bliss archaeologist. The Fort Bliss archaeologist will inspect and evaluate the excavation site for indications of cultural resources and will record his/her findings. 
Inadvertent Discoveries:

If, during intrusive investigations, the URS UXO Tech dig teams discover objects, features, or conditions indicative of excavation in a culturally significant/sensitive area, the Team Leader will direct the team to stop digging. The Team Leader will report the discovery to the SUXOS and will record the discovery on the electronic dig sheet. The URS SUXOS will report the discovery to the Fort Bliss archaeologist (if on-site) or Mr. Ron Baca. No further excavation will occur at the target anomaly until reviewed by the Fort Bliss archaeologist and approval for excavation is granted.
Key Contacts:

	Name
	Position
	Phone
	Email

	Ron Baca
	Fort Bliss Restoration PM
	915-568-7979
	ron.baca@us.army.mil

	Sylvia Waggoner
	Fort Bliss

Multimedia Compliance Branch Chief
	915-568-7031
	sylvia.waggoner@us.army.mil

	Russ Shattles
	URS SUXOS
	678-725-4593
	russ_shattles@urscorp.com

	Victoria Kantsios
	URS Project Mgr
	703-418-3030
	victoria_kantsios@urscorp.com


Signatures:

_______________________________________


__________________

Ron Baca,








Date

Program Manager, Restoration, Fort Bliss
_______________________________________


__________________

Sylvia Waggoner, 







Date

Chief, Multimedia Compliance Branch, Fort Bliss
_______________________________________


__________________

Sue Sitton, 








Date

Chief, Cultural Resources Branch, Fort Bliss
_______________________________________


__________________

Scott Reed, 








Date

Environmental Restoration Manager,

U.S. Army Environmental Command

_______________________________________


__________________

Jerry Hodgson 







Date

Program Manager,

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Omaha District

_______________________________________


__________________

Russ Shattles, 








Date

URS Senior UXO Supervisor
_______________________________________


__________________

Victoria Kantsios, 







Date

URS Project Manager
Standard Operating Procedures: 
Cultural Resources Protection on Castner Range MRS

3

