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APPENDIX  A 

Examples of Defense Community Partnerships and Sample Memoranda of Agreement 

Fort Drum Regional Liaison Organization 

Fort Drum Link 

South Sound Military & Communities Partnership 

South Sound Military & Communities Partnership Link 

NAS Fort Worth, JRB Regional Coordination Committee   

NAS Fort Worth Link 

Fort Bragg Regional Land Use Advisory Commission 

RLUAC Link 

 

 

  



APPENDIX B 

Comprehensive Plan Language 

 

  



Local governments can add the following suggested goals and specific policies to their 
Comprehensive Plans as separate elements or as supplementary language to strengthen 
existing goals and policies. 

General Compatibility 

Goal:  Compatibility with the Military  

Promote future development that protects the public health, safety, and welfare by minimizing 
risk to life, property and the well‐being of [City/County] residents from military training and 
testing operations and maintaining compatibility with current and foreseeable missions at [Fort 
Bliss, Holloman Air Force Base, White Sands Missile Range]. 

Policy:  Role of [Fort Bliss, Holloman Air Force Base, White Sands Missile Range] 

Continue to support the unique and vital mission capabilities of [Fort Bliss, Holloman Air Force 
Base, White Sands Missile Range] and the significant contribution of the installations to the 
economic base of the community and region. 

Policy:  Military-Community Partnerships 

Partner with [Fort Bliss, Holloman Air Force Base, White Sands Missile Range] to anticipate and 
meet community growth and service demands related to military mission change and to ensure 
that residents of [City/County] participate fully in economic opportunities and outreach 
activities associated with the installations.  

Goal:  Communication/Coordination 

Foster meaningful, ongoing communication among [City/County], residents, [Fort Bliss, 
Holloman Air Force Base, White Sands Missile Range] and regional partners to increase 
awareness of Department of Defense and other federal and state missions and activities and to 
coordinate on ongoing compatibility planning and management activities. 

Policy:  Support for Compatibility Implementation  

Continue [City/County] participation in the Joint Land Use Study (JLUS) by appointing primary 
points of contact to facilitate the communication and coordination strategies recommended in 
the JLUS Report. 

  



Policy: Information Exchange with [Fort Bliss, Holloman Air Force Base, White Sands Missile 
Range] 

Work with [Fort Bliss, Holloman Air Force Base, White Sands Missile Range] to establish ongoing 
communication mechanisms for issues of mutual concern, including mission or operational 
changes that could affect the surrounding community or specific development and 
infrastructure projects that could affect compatibility with training and testing operations.  

Policy: Increase Public Awareness 

Partner with [Fort Bliss, Holloman Air Force Base, White Sands Missile Range] to make 
information on the potential impacts of training and testing operations available to residents.  

Additional Communication and Coordination Strategies  

Policy: Development Review 

Review community development and infrastructure proposals for interaction that could produce 
compatibility challenges with training and testing operations, including: noise sensitive uses in 
areas of known exposure to aviation and range noise; physical infrastructure that could 
interfere with low-level flight operations; and sources of electrical emissions that could 
interfere with military communications or navigation systems.  

Policy: Military Involvement and Planning Process 

Provide notice to [Fort Bliss, Holloman Air Force Base, White Sands Missile Range] for review and 
comment on [County/City] discretionary land use actions to include, but not be limited to, 
Comprehensive/Specific Plan amendments or updates, zoning changes, land development code 
changes, and subdivision plats.  

Goal: Land Use Compatibility  

Enhance land use compatibility between [Fort Bliss, Holloman Air Force Base, White Sands 
Missile Range] and property in the surrounding area and to protect public health and safety. 

Policy: Military Influence Area (MIA) Overlay 

Define and maintain a Military Influence Area (MIA) as an overlay to the zoning map. The MIA 
will consist of areas based on noise and safety guidance from the [Air Installation Compatible 
Use Zone or Installation Operational Noise Management Plan] study, as well as other 
compatibility factors evaluated in the JLUS program. Within the MIA, the [County/City] will 
implement a variety of land use, communication and other mitigation techniques to reduce 



possible land use conflicts and protect the health and safety of people and property in affected 
areas. The appropriate strategies will vary based upon the particular operational impacts 
associated with sub-areas of the MIA. 

Policy : Support for Buffering Activities  

Open space, agriculture, and low-density uses adjacent to military activities provide a critical 
buffer that protects surrounding areas from the nuisance and safety risks of nearby military 
operations; therefore, as part of overall compatibility strategies, the [County/City] will, 
whenever feasible, use open space and conservation planning to assist in establishing buffers in 
proximity to  [Fort Bliss, Holloman Air Force Base, White Sands Missile Range]. 

  



Local governments can add the following suggested goals and specific policies to their 

Comprehensive Plans as separate elements or as supplementary language to strengthen 

existing goals and policies. 

General Compatibility 

Goal:  Compatibility with the Military  

Promote future development that protects the public health, safety, and welfare by minimizing 

risk to life, property and the well‐being of [City/County] residents from military training and 

testing operations and maintaining compatibility with current and foreseeable missions at [Fort 

Bliss, Holloman Air Force Base, White Sands Missile Range]. 

Policy:  Role of [Fort Bliss, Holloman Air Force Base, White Sands Missile Range] 

Continue to support the unique and vital mission capabilities of [Fort Bliss, Holloman Air Force 

Base, White Sands Missile Range] and the significant contribution of the installations to the 

economic base of the community and region. 

Policy:  Military-Community Partnerships 

Partner with [Fort Bliss, Holloman Air Force Base, White Sands Missile Range] to anticipate and 

meet community growth and service demands related to military mission change and to ensure 

that residents of [City/County] participate fully in economic opportunities and outreach 

activities associated with the installations.  

Goal:  Communication/Coordination 

Foster meaningful, ongoing communication among [City/County], residents, [Fort Bliss, 

Holloman Air Force Base, White Sands Missile Range] and regional partners to increase 

awareness of Department of Defense and other federal and state missions and activities and to 

coordinate on ongoing compatibility planning and management activities. 

Policy:  Support for Compatibility Implementation  

Continue [City/County] participation in the Joint Land Use Study (JLUS) by appointing primary 

points of contact to facilitate the communication and coordination strategies recommended in 

the JLUS Report. 

  



Policy: Information Exchange with [Fort Bliss, Holloman Air Force Base, White Sands Missile 

Range] 

Work with [Fort Bliss, Holloman Air Force Base, White Sands Missile Range] to establish ongoing 

communication mechanisms for issues of mutual concern, including mission or operational 

changes that could affect the surrounding community or specific development and 

infrastructure projects that could affect compatibility with training and testing operations.  

Policy: Increase Public Awareness 

Partner with [Fort Bliss, Holloman Air Force Base, White Sands Missile Range] to make 

information on the potential impacts of training and testing operations available to residents.  

Additional Communication and Coordination Strategies  

Policy: Development Review 

Review community development and infrastructure proposals for interaction that could produce 

compatibility challenges with training and testing operations, including: noise sensitive uses in 

areas of known exposure to aviation and range noise; physical infrastructure that could 

interfere with low-level flight operations; and sources of electrical emissions that could 

interfere with military communications or navigation systems.  

Policy: Military Involvement and Planning Process 

Provide notice to [Fort Bliss, Holloman Air Force Base, White Sands Missile Range] for review and 

comment on [County/City] discretionary land use actions to include, but not be limited to, 

Comprehensive/Specific Plan amendments or updates, zoning changes, land development code 

changes, and subdivision plats.  

Goal: Land Use Compatibility  

Enhance land use compatibility between [Fort Bliss, Holloman Air Force Base, White Sands 

Missile Range] and property in the surrounding area and to protect public health and safety. 

Policy: Military Influence Area (MIA) Overlay 

Define and maintain a Military Influence Area (MIA) as an overlay to the zoning map. The MIA 

will consist of areas based on noise and safety guidance from the [Air Installation Compatible 

Use Zone or Installation Operational Noise Management Plan] study, as well as other 

compatibility factors evaluated in the JLUS program. Within the MIA, the [County/City] will 

implement a variety of land use, communication and other mitigation techniques to reduce 



possible land use conflicts and protect the health and safety of people and property in affected 

areas. The appropriate strategies will vary based upon the particular operational impacts 

associated with sub-areas of the MIA. 

Policy : Support for Buffering Activities  

Open space, agriculture, and low-density uses adjacent to military activities provide a critical 

buffer that protects surrounding areas from the nuisance and safety risks of nearby military 

operations; therefore, as part of overall compatibility strategies, the [County/City] will, 

whenever feasible, use open space and conservation planning to assist in establishing buffers in 

proximity to  [Fort Bliss, Holloman Air Force Base, White Sands Missile Range]. 
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FINDING RELIABLE INFORMATION  
ABOUT WIND ENERGY4.0 

 

 

This resource was developed by members of the Department of Environmental Quality’s 

Renewable Energy Local Government Outreach Stakeholder Group, an effort that 

involved representatives from local government, public colleges and universities, 

industry, environmental organizations and others in reviewing ways to identify reliable 

information about wind energy. 

 

 

Purpose 
 

The purpose of this document is to help local decision makers and citizens identify 

reliable sources of information about modern wind power.  

 

Anyone can now find a wealth of information about wind power, but some may be 

unreliable, anecdotal, outdated or from less than credible sources. Whether the 

information is in books, periodicals or newspapers, on the Internet or on television, 

accuracy and objectivity must be assessed.  This is particularly true on the Internet, where 

many sites have no review process. 

 

This document identifies sources that are likely to be regarded as reliable by academic 

and government researchers because of the level of peer review or similar forms of 

evaluation.  It also suggests characteristics that might signal the need for more careful 

scrutiny by the reader. 

 

 

General guidelines 
 

The following types of sources tend to have highly reliable information about wind 

energy: 

 

 Government and university sources. These sites provide a wide variety of 

information including wind resources maps and studies on many aspects of 

wind energy.  Examples of such sources include the following: 

o For Virginia-specific information, tools and other resources 

 James Madison University's Wind Energy Collaborative 

http://vwec.cisat.jmu.edu/index.html  

 Virginia Department of Environmental Quality 

http://www.deq.state.va.us/renewable_energy/homepage.html  

http://vwec.cisat.jmu.edu/index.html
http://www.deq.state.va.us/renewable_energy/homepage.html
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o U.S. Energy Information Administration for statistics, studies and 

projections on energy use of all types http://www.eia.gov/. Details of 

electricity generation by source and location are found on this site as well 

http://www.eia.gov/electricity/data.cfm  

o The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE)  

 Wind and Water Program 

http://www1.eere.energy.gov/windandhydro/index.html  

 Wind Powering America http://www.windpoweringamerica.gov/  

o The DOE's National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL) wind 

research program http://www.nrel.gov/wind/ and its affiliated laboratories 

such as 

 E.O. Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory, Environmental 

Energy Technologies Division, University of California 

http://eetd.lbl.gov/  

 National Wind Technology Center (Boulder, Colorado) 

http://www.nrel.gov/wind/nwtc.html  

o University of Massachusetts Wind Energy Center 

http://www.umass.edu/windenergy/  

o U.S. Fish and Wildlife service on wind energy 

http://www.fws.gov/habitatconservation/wind.html and 

http://www.fws.gov/midwest/wind/references/index.html.  

 

 For medical and scientific information, peer-reviewed sources (i.e., statements 

that have been reviewed and scientifically accepted by credentialed experts in the 

field – see detailed explanation below) such as 

o PubMed, a free search resource developed and maintained by the 

National Center for Biotechnology Information (NCBI), at the U.S. 

National Library of Medicine (NLM), located at the National Institutes of 

Health (NIH) 

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK3827/#pubmedhelp.PubMed_Qu

ick_Start (search "Pub Med" in the pull-down menu) 

 

 On bats and wind energy, the Bats and Wind Energy Cooperative, which 

draws on expertise from Bat Conservation International (BCI), the U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service, the American Wind Energy Association (AWEA), and the U.S. 

Department of Energy's NREL http://www.batsandwind.org/  

 

The American Wind Energy Association (AWEA), though decidedly pro-wind, is a 

reputable industry group that provides a great deal of technical information about wind 

energy and the wind industry. http://www.awea.org/  

For details about particular makes and models of wind turbines or components, technical 

specifications may be available from the manufacturer. 

Assessing a source of information 
 

http://www.eia.gov/
http://www.eia.gov/electricity/data.cfm
http://www1.eere.energy.gov/windandhydro/index.html
http://www.windpoweringamerica.gov/
http://www.nrel.gov/wind/
http://eetd.lbl.gov/
http://www.nrel.gov/wind/nwtc.html
http://www.umass.edu/windenergy/
http://www.fws.gov/habitatconservation/wind.html
http://www.fws.gov/midwest/wind/references/index.html
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/
http://www.nih.gov/
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK3827/#pubmedhelp.PubMed_Quick_Start
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK3827/#pubmedhelp.PubMed_Quick_Start
http://www.batsandwind.org/
http://www.awea.org/
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When presented with information about wind energy, the following questions can help 

determine the credibility and usefulness of the source.  

 

1. Where does the information appear?  

2. What is the original source of the information?  

3. How was the information reviewed before publication? If scientific, medical, 

or scholarly information, was it peer-reviewed? 

4. What is the publication date of the original information? 

 

 Comments in italics indicate CAUTION. Information with these characteristics may 

be less reliable. 

 

 

 

 

1. Where does the information appear? 
 

Information may be found in a myriad of sources, including print (newspapers, 

magazines, journals, books) and electronic (Internet, radio, television) media. 
 

The most reliable information generally comes from scientific, educational and 

government sources whose primary purpose is to  

 Determine the facts 

 Report peer-reviewed research 

 

 Caution is advised if:Purpose of the source is to sell a product (unless the source 

is providing technical specifications of the product) 

 Purpose of the source is entertainment 
 

 

Special note on Internet sources. When using Internet search engines, it is 

important to remember that most popular search engines do not determine the 

accuracy of content.  The highest listed results are often 

 

 Paid advertisements, or  

 Sites with many hits (popular but not necessarily accurate) 

 

Most search engines do not assess the reliability of sources. They reflect 

popularity or a paid listing. The criteria in this document may help sort out less 

reliable sources. 

 

In general, scholarly sources are more credible than mass media. The following criteria 

can be used to help distinguish between scholarly and popular sources, using the example 

of a scholarly journal compared with a magazine article. These criteria apply to both print 

and electronic media. 
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Articles in scholarly journals, whether print or electronic, are usually 

 Signed by the author(s) 

 Written by one or more experts whose position(s) and institution(s) are listed 

 Footnoted and/or include a bibliography 

 Published by a professional association, journal or scholarly press (see more 

details on publishers below) 

 

 Caution is advised if:Work is unsigned 

 Work is written by someone outside the field  

 No references (footnotes and/or bibliography) are provided 

 Work contains advertisements 

 Author represents the wind industry or an industry that competes with wind 

energy(example: competing energy sources) 

 

Reliable sources base their conclusions on data gathered over time, that is, carefully 

recorded observations that have been widely documented. 

 

 Caution is advised if:Conclusions based on anecdotal (casual, one-time, and 

difficult-to-replicate) observations that are poorly documented or not documented 

at allWork is an Internet video from an unreviewed source (reliability cannot be 

determined) 

 
 

 

2. What is the original source of the information? 

Regardless of where the information appears, it is important to identify the original 

source of the information. Mass media do not always identify the original source of the 

information, simply quoting an individual. 

Caution is advised if: 

 The original source of information is not known.  

Once the original source is known, proceed to determining how the information was 

reviewed before publication. 

 

3. How was the information reviewed before publication? If scientific, 

medical, or scholarly information, was it peer-reviewed? 



 

 5 

Many Internet publications are not reviewed before being posted; however, government 

and educational sites generally have some sort of review process. If no review process is 

stated or evident on a site, there may well be none. 

 

In the scholarly world, "peer-reviewed" has a fairly specific meaning. Peer-reviewed 

scientific, medical or scholarly articles should meet the following criteria: 

 

 The work was originally published by a scholarly journal or academic press , or,  

 The work has been reviewed and deemed credible by scholars in the appropriate 

field, and  

 The peers are chosen by a scholarly publication, not by the author of the work. 

 

 Caution is advised if: Work was self-published (the author paid for publication) 

or published by non-academic or non-reviewed press 

 

When examining a source, some useful questions are: 

 If the source is a periodical article, was it peer reviewed (refereed) or reviewed by 

an editorial board?  

 If the source is a book, what is the reputation of the publisher?  

 If it is from the Internet, was there any review process?  

 Was it critically reviewed by qualified experts after it was written? 

 Has the source been widely (and positively) cited in other peer-reviewed 

publications?  

Some useful sources for assessing the quality of a source: 

 To find out whether a journal is peer reviewed or refereed, look at the journal's 

Web page or check Ulrich Web http://ulrichsweb.serialssolutions.com/login 

(requires institutional membership; should be available at local college, university 

or public library).  

 Information may be published by an association, a university press, a commercial 

publisher, or a governmental entity. Knowledge of the publisher can help identify 

point of view and potential bias.  

 The following reference sources can help in evaluating publishers:  

o Associations Unlimited 

http://galenet.galegroup.com/servlet/AU/form?l=2&u=n&u=i&u=r&u=s&

locID=salt60366&n=10   

o Publisher's Directory (access through public library, college or university)  

Caution is advised if 

 No review process 

 For periodicals, no evidence of peer review or review by editorial board 

 Publisher has poor review process  

 

http://www.lib.jmu.edu/resources/more.aspx?id=1394
http://ulrichsweb.serialssolutions.com/login
http://www.lib.jmu.edu/resources/more.aspx?id=1342
http://galenet.galegroup.com/servlet/AU/form?l=2&u=n&u=i&u=r&u=s&locID=salt60366&n=10
http://galenet.galegroup.com/servlet/AU/form?l=2&u=n&u=i&u=r&u=s&locID=salt60366&n=10


 

 6 

4. When was the information first published? 

In fields such as medicine, science, business, and technology, currency of information is 

important. Wind energy technology is developing rapidly and experience with wind 

energy is growing, so more recent sources tend to be more reliable than older sources.  

Some sources that are currently in use rely on information that was published many years 

ago. Whenever possible, determine the original publication date of the information. 

Original publication dates of cited information should be available in the footnotes or 

bibliography. Information published before 2000 is of little, other than historical, value 

due to rapid changes in technology, cost of production, siting requirements, and other 

factors. 

 

Caution is advised if: 

 Original source of information is pre-2000, especially regarding turbine 

technology, turbine noise, government policies, incentives, and legal 

requirements. 

 

Sources consulted: 

 
Go for the Gold, Information Seeking Skills, James Madison University Libraries, Module 6, "Evaluating 

Sources of Information," http://www.lib.jmu.edu/gold/default.aspx) 

 
CalPoly Library Services http://lib.calpoly.edu/research/guides/peer.html  

 

Life Sciences Library, The University of Texas at Austin 

http://www.lib.utexas.edu/lsl/help/modules/peer.html 

 

University Libraries, University of Nevada, Reno http://knowledgecenter.unr.edu/help/using/peer.aspx  

 

Wilson Web  

http://www.hwwilson.com/documentation/peer_reviewed.cfm  

http://www.lib.jmu.edu/gold/default.aspx
http://lib.calpoly.edu/research/guides/peer.html
http://www.lib.utexas.edu/lsl/help/modules/peer.html
http://knowledgecenter.unr.edu/help/using/peer.aspx
http://www.hwwilson.com/documentation/peer_reviewed.cfm
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Appendix J
City of Albuquerque – Bernalillo County

Kirtland Air Force Base Military Influence Area

FACT SHEET

Disclosure Notice
This Fact Sheet provides information concerning property located within the Military Influence Area (MIA) of Kirtland Air Force Base 
(KAFB).  The MIA essentially surrounds KAFB as a buffer area that includes civilian communities adjacent to the boundary of KAFB (refer 
to attached map).  Your property has been identified as being located in the Kirtland MIA.

Land use and development on properties located in the Kirtland MIA may be subject to the following impacts due to the operations at 
KAFB, including aviation activities at Albuquerque International Sunport:
• Noise disturbance
• Vibrations
• Odors
• Aircraft overflights
• Nighttime missions and operations

Land Use Compatibility
Kirtland Air Force Base is crucial to the economy of Albuquerque, Bernalillo County, and the State of New Mexico.  In order to ensure 
the long-term viability of the missions and activities on KAFB and the Albuquerque Sunport, land use and development in the 
vicinity should be compatible with the Base and airport.  Review of applications for proposed development in the Kirtland MIA will 
be conducted by appropriate agencies to determine if there are any issues of compatibility with KAFB and Albuquerque International 
Airport.

Some areas within the Kirtland MIA may be determined through the development review process to be within airport-related safety 
zones such as:
• noise protection overlay zones, or
• areas of land extending some distance off the end of certain airport runways where military aircraft are taking off or landing, or
• areas near airport runways that may be subject to height regulations of man-made structures and natural objects to protect 
the airspace around the runway.

Airport Noise Complaints
There are two ways to file an aircraft noise complaint:
1) Call the Noise Hotline of the Noise Office at 505-842-2007. This Hotline will prompt and record your complaint, including the 
time and place of the occurrence.
2) Call the Noise Office directly at 505-244-7717.

Page 63 Appendix J: Kirtland MIA Fact Sheet
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Page 65 Appendix L: MOU between KAFB and City of Albuquerque
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Page 73 Appendix O: MOU between KAFB and N.M. State Land Office
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING FOR MILITARY COORDINATION (MOU) 
LOCAL GROWTH MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
MAY 31, 2013 

DRAFT 
 

 
Memorandum of Understanding for Military Coordination ● Benchmark – White & Smith – Marstel-Day 

MOU - 1 
 

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
FOR  

MILITARY COORDINATION 

This Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU”) is entered into by and 
between Cannon Air Force Base, Curry County, Roosevelt County, the City of 
Portales, and the City of Clovis (collectively referred to as the “Parties”) for 
the purpose of encouraging compatible land uses and Party coordination in 
the vicinity of the training areas associated with Cannon Air Force Base and 

Melrose Air Force Range. 

RECITALS 

WHEREAS, the Parties to this MOU wish to accommodate Cannon AFB’s mission, 
protect the quality of life of the surrounding community, and enhance the 
opportunity for appropriately sited and deliberately planned renewable energy 
infrastructure within the jurisdictions of the local government parties to this MOU; 
and 

WHEREAS, Cannon AFB, the community, and local jurisdictions have historically 
cooperated to ensure the sustainability of the ongoing mission of Cannon AFB and 
the preservation of constitutionally protected property rights; and 

WHEREAS, the Parties wish to adopt a Memorandum of Understanding in order to 
formalize the procedures that guide that cooperation, as recommended by the 2011 
JLUS; and 

WHEREAS, Cannon Air Force Base and Melrose Air Force Range (together “Cannon 
AFB”) historically have conducted flight training missions in the region and are 
anticipated to continue to do so for the foreseeable future; and 

WHEREAS, the ongoing presence and operation of Cannon AFB is critical to the 
nation’s defense and to the common good of Eastern New Mexico; and  

WHEREAS, the Parties to this MOU recognize there are numerous land uses in the 
vicinity of Cannon AFB, including those associated with wind energy facilities; and  

WHEREAS, the Parties wish to take certain steps to ensure the continued 
compatibility between Cannon AFB and land uses occurring in the vicinity of 
Cannon AFB; and 

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the Parties that all land use decision-making powers, 
lawfully delegated to the local governments by the New Mexico Legislature, be 
preserved and that nothing herein is intended to diminish or cede those powers to 
any other entity or Party; and 

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the Parties to protect private property rights, as they 
are defined by New Mexico and federal laws and constitutions; and 
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WHEREAS, a Joint Land Use Study was completed in March 2011 (the 2011 JLUS), 
which identified potential incompatible land uses in the vicinity of Cannon Air Force 
Base and Melrose Air Force Range, including wind energy facilities, and which 
recommended, among other things, coordination between Cannon AFB and local 
jurisdictions on development projects within the JLUS study area; and 

WHEREAS, the Parties wish to implement the JLUS recommendations related solely 
to coordination between the community and Cannon AFB; and 

WHEREAS, the 2011 JLUS recognized that incompatible land uses within designated 
training areas, in the vicinity of the base and throughout the region, may impede the 
mission of Cannon AFB and threaten the safety of base personnel and citizens; and  

WHEREAS, the 2011 JLUS recognized that New Mexico is ranked 12th among the 50 
states for wind energy potential; and  

WHEREAS, lands in eastern New Mexico, including those in the vicinity of Cannon 
AFB, have a statistically significant potential for wind energy development; and 

WHEREAS, the US Air Force has taken deliberate steps in recent years to increase 
its use of renewable energy, including that generated by wind energy facilities; and 

WHEREAS, Cannon AFB supports appropriately-located and sufficiently-mitigated 
wind energy facilities; and  

WHEREAS, according to the Cannon AFB Economic Impact Statement, Cannon AFB 
generates approximately $688 million annually from employee payroll, other 
expenditures, and estimated job creation and which greatly benefits the area’s 
economy; and 

WHEREAS, wind energy development also offers the opportunity for significant 
economic development for the citizens and communities in the vicinity of Cannon 
AFB; and  

WHEREAS, the Parties further recognize, consistent with the recommendations of 
the 2011 JLUS, that wind energy facilities and related infrastructure, placed within 
Cannon AFB’s flight training areas, may create obstacles to and interference with 
Cannon AFB’s mission and radar capabilities; and  

WHEREAS, the 2011 JLUS called for formalizing the coordination mechanisms for 
ensuring compatible development by and between Cannon AFB and surrounding 
properties; and 

WHEREAS, in 2004, Governor Bill Richardson signed Executive Order No. 2004-046, 
which recommended “that all political subdivisions and municipalities that adopt 
land-use plans and enforce zoning regulations ensure that planned development is 
compatible with military installations, and that they consider the impact of new 
growth on “Military Value” when preparing zoning ordinances or designating land 
uses for land adjacent to military facilities or other parcels of land which are in 
proximity to military installations.”  
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 Part I:  DEFINITIONS 

For purposes of implementing the provisions of this MOU, the terms set forth below 
shall have the following meanings: 

Cannon Air Force Base (or Cannon AFB) means either or both Cannon Air Force 
Base or Melrose Air Force Range (Melrose AFR). 

Cannon AFB Public Outreach Plan means the plan entitled “Military Coordination 
Public Outreach Plan.”  

Potential Incompatible Development means land uses or structures, which, based 
on their nature and location, may threaten the ongoing mission of Cannon AFB.  For 
purposes of this MOU, Potential Incompatible Development includes structures and 
uses that: 

a. are two hundred feet (200’) or more in height;  

b. if located in an Accident Potential or Noise Zone, are indicated to be 
“conditionally compatible” or “unacceptable” in a Clear Zone, APZ 1, APZ 
2, or a designated Noise Zone, according to Table 4.1 of the 2011 JLUS; or 

c. if associated with a Wind Energy Facility, have not received a Preliminary 
Land Use Opinion from Cannon AFB, pursuant to subsection (A)(3) of 
Part III of the MOU, indicating that the proposed Wind Energy Facility is 
compatible with base operations and needs.   

Increased Military Impacts means sound, vibration, traffic, or other off-base 
impacts, which are greater than those typically experienced by the community, and 
which may result from training operations and activities at Cannon AFB over and 
above those that existed as of the Effective Date of the MOU.  “Increased Military 
Impacts” may result from, among other things, significant increases or changes in 
personnel or training operations; permanent changes in on-base aircraft; new 
squadrons; and military or other events held on-base. 

Local Government Parties means Curry County, Roosevelt County, the City of 
Portales, and the City of Clovis. 

Local Growth Management Committee means a formal partnership, between the 
Local Government Parties to this MOU, maintained for the purpose of addressing 
land use changes at Cannon AFB or in the community that impact the region and for 
the purpose of promoting compatibility between Cannon AFB and the community. 

Preliminary Land Use Opinion means a written opinion from Cannon AFB 
providing an early, initial determination of the impacts a proposed development 
may have on military training operations, as provided herein.  

Wind Energy Facilities means facilities used to generate, transport, or distribute 
electricity derived from wind resources; including wind turbines, generators, 
towers, blades, foundations, base and pad transformers, substations, meteorological 
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towers, cables, wires, on-and off-site lines, transmission facilities, buildings, and 
other associated control or conversion equipment. 

Written Notice means an electronic or hardcopy communication by and between 
Points of Contact as provided in the MOU. 

  




































