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WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION OF VIRGINIA
HISTORICAL INVENTORY

134 COUNTY: Ceroline

CLASS: Church
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LIBERTY BAPTIST CHURCH

This write-up is a part of the Virginia W. P. A.
Historical Inventory Project sponsored by the
Virginia Conservation Commission under the
direciion of its Division of History- Credit to both
the Commission and W. P. A. is requested for
publication, in whole or in part. Unless otherwise
stated, this information has not been checked for
accuracy by the sponsor.

Research made by
Selms Fermer

Port Royel, Virginis. Jenusry 12, 1937.
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SUBJECT: -
Liberty Beptist Church.

LOCATION:

This church is locsted 6.2 miles southwesi from Reppehen-
nock Acsdemy, Virginis on the west side of Route #614.
1 mile esst of Mics, Virginie.

R TS A Y B8 5 . P i Bt At 2 T i L ia b

DATE:

This Church wes constituted snd the first building erect-

ed in 181l.
The present building wes erected in 1850.
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OWNEES:
No definite owners.

DESCRIPTICN:

This is & brick building, comperstively squsre. There
are cement steps end cement walkwseys leeding to the
two front doors. The inscription on the front resds:
"Tiberty Beptist Church -- 1850".

HISTORICAT SIGNIFICANCE:

This Church wes constituted in 1811, end sppesred for
the first time in the minutes of the Goshen Association

in 1513, where it wes recorded 8s 8 new church.

The first building %o be erected by the members of this
church wes s freme one. Thirty-six of the members were
defegsted in their sdvocecy of 8 msessure "prohibiting

the mesnufscture snd sele of srdent spirits for ordinery
use by members of the church on pein or excommunicstion"
withdrew end formed s church of their own. When the re-
meining members ssw whet & fine church hed been estsblish-
ed, known ss "Bethesds" they erected the present brick
building, which wss & grest improvement over the old

freme building. This brick building wses constructed in

18560.

In 1813, Reverend Pitkins Pittmen snd P. Merrimen were
its messengers snd these with R. Long, Reuben Hose,

Cherles Telisferro snd Stenfield Jones represented it
until 182¢<. At this time the church reported 1<5 mem=-

bers.

From,1822Ato 1827, the church was pestorless. Lswrence
Bettsile becsme psstor in 1827, slthough the church did
not set him spert from the ministry until 1850, In 1632,

Liberty reported 277 members snd two Sundsy Schools, still
goining ground. In 1840, fiiteen members were dismissed
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for the purpoce of constitution a church st "Round Osgk"
snd smong the number wes the tressurer, Robert Jessie,
in whose plsce W. Bstes wes chosen.

In 1647, when the "Test" wes sn issué in this section,
the church psssed resolutions condemning the meking
snd selling of liquor, but by 8 me jority of one vote
refused to mske complisnce with this sentiment g8 test
of church membership. Thirty-six of the members who
believed in "The iest"” withdrew snd organized Bethesds
Church, csrrying with them the Clerk, Addison L. Long
snd the psstor, Reverend Lswrence Bstteile, who hed
served Liberty nesrly twenty yesrs. Asron YThornley
wss then elected clerk snd Reverend George W. Trice,
Pgstor. Nr. Trice served until his desth in 1868. He
is buried in the cemetery here. Following is the in-
scription taken from his stone: G. #. Trice, born 8th
April, 1806. Died 1lst Februsry, 166t. For twenily yeers
psstor of Liberty Church.
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In 1861, there were 1635 white members here snd 546 col-
ored members. In 1867, letters were grented the color-
ed members who wished to orgenize 8 church of their own,
lesving & white membership of 181.

Reverend Jemes D. Colemsn died in 1876 sfter serving the
church for ten yesrs. His successcors in the psstorste
heve been the Reverend Messrs. A. B. Dunswey, A. @. T,OV~
ing, C. W. Yreinhem, Jo. W. MCCown, J. *. Eubenk snd S.
B. Overton. |

At present, 1937, there are 150 members of this church,
79 meles snd 71 femsles. Reverend Amos Clery, Bowling
Green, Virginie, is the psstor. MNr. George Keyser, is
Clerk, E. 1. Vsughan, Superintendent snd #. H. Yeughen,
Jr., Secretsry.

Records of Liberty Church hsve been plsced with the Bsp-
tict Historicsl Society in richmond, virginis.

ART:

PhOtOgraph

8. SOURC:=" CF INFORKMATION:

Informent: Mrs. Weorge Keyser, Bowling ureen, Virginia,
the Clerk of Liberty Church.

Hingfield's History of Ceroline County, Virginis.
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ARuHITEC;bAA DESCRIPTION OF BUILDING CA.LLED FOR
S-A. of BULLETIN 3400 '

Neme of Building - LIBERTY BAPTISYL ‘Gs‘UHCH.

EXTERIOR

| z
1, Building Flan ____Almoat bguare. _Gellar ( )

2, Nos of stories: (1 ) snd bslcony. . Attio olassed as 1/2 story.
e S

3e i.r:o.i.:eri'al': Brick ( x) Frome ( ) Stone ( ) Log ( )

4, If briek, state what bond; Flemish ( ) English ( ) Coymon ( x) Other ()
6. Kind of roof: Hip ( ) Gabled (X) Gambrel ( ) Lean~to ( ) Deck ( )
S I1f chureh, describe or draw sk.e‘cch of roof on reverse side.

7. "Roaofl Mn"erio.l~ Slate () Shingle (x) Meto.l () Tile ( )
On the resr of the

8, Chimneys: Numoer (1) Brlck (x) Stonse ( ) Loocationghurch,

9, eatherboording:. Beaded ( )Plain ()

10. . Cornloes: Plain or glaborate Plsin. _Materinl_Wooden.

. | ' 10 x 12. 12 psene sashes
‘11, Windows; Number (7) Size and number of pones__lower windows and 8 psne
gsashes in upper windows. (See reverse side.) o '

124 Shutterss- msaribewuwm&wmml;
the windows. S - :
. 13, Dormarsi Number, cnd Shope of roof_Nonse.

14, Porsh:s . N. Qne.,
: There sre two double trsnsom doors on. the front.

15, Type of Eﬁtrdnoe&{[}hgzg are three panals.._ln._a_a_c_h__dn:m.ana_.p&nﬁls—of

 woodwork_on e de.
- 1B Bolgmxs; . gr io ? S ]?l o ( ) Corinthian ( )- Sguare ( ) -

INTERIOR

17, Noe of Rooms: ( 1 ) Large (x y sSmall ( ) Apnroximate ceiling height
There is one en-

1.8, Sta.irway Open String ( ) Closed String ( ) Deaoribexﬂwung_stslr-
way here thst lesds to the balcony.
+19.. Cellar:.. _Desoribe__None. S

20. Doors: Style and type of wood_There sre two pine doors on tg resr
.of ‘%he church. They sre. hend mede, the two double trensom doors .
on WMW —

. 21e Wallss: Panelled. po.peled or painted The walls 8xe DL&SZQI:QQ:

22. Interior Cernioes :nhgzg 8re no jnj‘,emgz ggxmges,- [
The loeks on the bsck doors seem to be
23, Hordware: Looks and hinseswmmimwiﬁhwe
on the front sre the concesled locks. ' .
24e Floarsy Tha floorg sre six dvch and 4.0 000 TaXd. m_gi,za..,

KO MmalS'-_Me' e S ey o v ‘ wk
26, Misos______ , . R

&7« Present oondition: end state if apoiled arohibecturnlly by'remodollingz

. *
T [

' 28, Does ocoupant seem to appreciote old architectural‘;‘eo;tures?

. o

. Your Name_Selem Fgrmer.




[image: image5.png]. Windows

. There are 8ix windows hers, thrse on each side of the
church, they heve penels of wood between the windows
to the bslcony end tho$e ‘on the lower floor. Those
‘on the lower floor heve the twelve pane sashes while,
those to the bBélcony heve the eight pane ssshes. Lhe,
window in the resr Qf the church hss besen steined.
This window is five snd one ~half feet wide. One other
window has been stsined also. '
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Liberty Church 1937
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Liberty Baptist Church #134

