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The Maryland Associa-
tionofCounties, anonprofit,
nonpartisan voice for all
24 counties in the state, is
proposing that solarcompa-
nies with state approval to
buildsolar farmsonagricul-
tural land,berequiredtopay
$3,500 and $5,000 per acre
to the county where farms
are located. The money
wouldbeusedinthatcounty
for conservation or agricul-
tural preservation.
“MACo has been having

discussions with all the
state agencies and with
the solar industry and so
on, recognizing that next
spring there’s more than
likely going to be a push for
further solar legislation,”
Chris Heyn, Carroll Coun-
ty’s Department of Plan-
ningandLandManagement
director said at a solarwork
sessionThursday.
“MACo is trying to nego-

tiateacompromisebillwith
the solar industry, and all
the various state agencies,”

Heyn said.
Lawmakers in theMary-

land General Assembly are
expected to discuss the
expansion of solar proj-
ects around the state when
their three-month legisla-
tive session starts in Janu-

ary, Heyn said. The state
hasalreadydeterminedthat
solar farms may be built on
commercial and industrial
sites, as well as agricultural
land, he said, so, MACo is
stepping in.
“Fromthestate’sperspec-

tive, solarcangoanywhere,”
Heyn said. “The where has
been settled, now it’s how
can we get the best deal
for a municipality. (MACo)
recognizes that thebestway
topreventsolar is todoagri-
cultural preservation. To
preventsolaronagricultural
land is topreserve it.
“WhatMACo is trying to

accomplish is to have the
solar developers contribute
funding towardmunicipali-
ties to help the ag preserva-
tion,” he said.
“The solar developer

would have to contribute
funds toward the county’s
preservation program. The
dollar amounts that they’re
talking about are between
$3,500 and $5,000 an acre,
that the solar development
companywouldhave topay
us, and that would go into
our fund to preserve other
properties in that same
area.”
Since the proposalwould

need the approval of state
lawmakers next year, it’s
unclear what impact it

would have on the seven
solar projects slated for
developmentonagricultural
land in Hampstead, Sykes-
ville andWestminster.
Community solar proj-

ects are prohibited on agri-
cultural land in Carroll
County, so the seven solar
companies have applied
to the Maryland Public
Service Commission, the
state agency that certifies
and approves the siting of
solar andwind energy proj-
ects. The commission has
the authority to override
the county’s prohibition on
agricultural land.
Thecompaniesareasking

the state for a Certificate of
Public Convenience and
Necessity, which grants it
theauthority toconstructan
energy-generatingsystemor
high-voltage transmission
line inMaryland.
District 5 Commissioner

Ed Rothstein said though
payment from the compa-
nies would be welcome if
thesesolar farmsarebuilton
Carroll farmland, it is still a

negative for the county.
“That still takes away the

purpose of preserving agri-
culture,” he said. “I under-
stand about contributing
dollars to preserving, but
the purpose is preserving
agriculture.”
Commissioners’ Pres-

ident Ken Kiler, who
represents District 2, said
thoughCarrollwouldspend
any generated money on
agriculturalpreservation,he
believes other more popu-
lated counties likely would
not.
Heyn said the downside

to the proposed legislation
is that the county would no
longer be able to prohibit
solar facilities from being
built on farmland.
“The state is shoving this

down our throats, regard-
less,”Rothstein said.
Kiler expects that solar

expansionwillbeabig topic
in the General Assembly
next year. “Solar is going to
be discussed in Annapolis,
and itain’tgoingtobegood,”
he said.

Lawwouldmake solar companies pay counties for farmlanduse

From left, Standard Solar Director of Business Development
John Finnerty, Carroll County Commissioner Dennis Frazier,
U.S. Sen. Ben Cardin and Standard Solar Chief Operating
Officer Rick Berube walk between rows of solar panels during
a visit to the Shepherd’s Mill Community Solar Project site in
Union Bridge on Sept. 9, 2021. STAFF FILE

Police said Prince was
later arrested when hewas
trying to break into a home
in the area. The 16-year-
old is being charged as an
adult with murder, first-
and second-degree assault,
and the use of a firearm in
thecommissionof a felony/
crime of violence.
The Harford County

State’sAttorney’s office said
during a bail review hear-
ing that a search of Prince’s
home found ammunition
under his mattress and
photos of him with a fire-
armonhisphone.However,
the firearm that police say
Prince used in the shooting
has not been recovered.
During the hearing,

Princewas denied bail.
Joppatowne High and

other schools in the area
were closed during a
portion of theweek follow-
ing the shooting as school
officials said thecommunity
needed “time to heal” from

the tragic event.
Community members

mourned Grant through a
vigil inEdgewoodthatdrew
more than 100ofhis friends
and community members.
Flowers were left in front
of Joppatowne High and
hundreds of students wore
purplewhen they returned
to school in support of the
Joppatowne community.
Since the shooting,

JoppatowneHigh students
have been prohibited from
carrying large backpacks
at the school as a safety
precaution taken by the
school’s principal, Melissa
Williams. Students carrying
largebackpacksare stopped
and searched, and the bags
are confiscated.
The restriction followed

the discovery that Joppa-
towne High does not have
enough lockers for all
students— forcingmany to
carry their backpacks with
themthroughout the school
day.
Public comment during

the Board of Education’s
first meeting after the

shooting was charged
with emotion as residents
demanded increased safety
measures in all Harford
County school buildings.
Many residents said the

bag restrictions were a
step in the right direction,
but that the school system
needs to installmetaldetec-
tors and mandate that
students use clear back-
packs.
“We must implement

additionalmeasures suchas
metal detectors, expanded
school police forces and
tighter security protocols,”
Nikia Evans wrote in a
letter to the school system.
“Iurge the schooldistrict to
implement more stringent
measures to prevent future
acts of violence within our
schools.”
A petition started by a

Harford schools parent,
Marcus Custer, advocat-
ing for metal detectors and
clear backpacks in schools
has 4,278 signatures.
“We need to act now

because we cannot afford
another tragedy to push us

to act,” Custer said during
the board meeting follow-
ing the shooting.
During the board’s first

meeting since the shooting,
MelissaHahn, schoolboard
vice president, argued that
safety concerns associ-
ated with students carry-
ing backpacks during the
school day led to the shoot-
ingandcalled for the school
system’s superintendent,
SeanBulson, to resign.

Hahnalleged thatBulson
knew of many safety
concerns at Joppatowne
High—including the short-
age of lockers — and failed
to act on them.
“Achildhasdied and this

is directly due to the negli-
gence on the part of Dr.
Bulson,” Hahn said during
the meeting. “Dr. Bulson
failed to enforce discipline
policies and procedures
while knowing of their

existence … and it is for
that reasonandmanyother
reasons that I request that
Dr. Bulson immediately
resign as superintendent.”
Board President Aaron

Poynton stated that the
board is conducting a
thorough investigation
into Hahn’s allegations
and said that Bulson, along
with the board, has already
begun planning the imple-
mentation of additional
security resources in
schools using input from
the community.
“The safety and well-be-

ing of our students and
staff is our highest prior-
ity,” Poynton said. “Schools
mustbeaplacewhereevery
child feels safe. … Moving
forward,we are committed
to exploringnew initiatives
including both physical
and technological security
measures.”

Haveanews tip?Contact
MattHubbard at
mhubbard@baltsun.com,
443-651-0101, or@mthubb
onX.

Safety
from Page 1

Joppatowne High School, days after a 16-year-old was
arrested and charged with murder in connection with the
shooting of Warren Grant during a fight at the school. LLOYD
FOX/STAFF
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U.S. ARMY INVITES PUBLIC COMMENT
ONTHE PROPOSED PLAN FOR A RECORD OF

DECISION AMENDMENT AT GRACES QUARTERS
STUDY AREA, ABERDEEN PROVING GROUND

PROPOSED PLAN

The Proposed Plan for the
Record of Decision (ROD)
Amendment for Graces
Quarters Operable Unit (OU)
A: Groundwater Primary Test
Area, located in the Graces
Quarters Study Area within
the Edgewood Area of the
United States Army Garrison
APG, Maryland, is available
for review at:
https://bit.ly/3BEmfH8.

VIRTUAL PUBLIC
MEETING

APG invites the public to
attend:

DATE/TIME:Wednesday, 30
October 2024, 7:00 PM

E-mail Sarah Barr
sbarr@ecc.net for

information on how to
participate via computer/

phone.

WRITTEN COMMENTS
The 30-day public comment period on the
proposed action extends from 16 October
to 15 November 2024.Written comments,
postmarked by 15 November 2024, should
be sent to:

Mr. Rurik Loder
Directorate of Public Works –
Environmental Division

Environmental Restoration Branch
Building E6881
Aberdeen Proving Ground, MD 21010

Or
Ms.Andrea Barbieri, Regional Project
Manager

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency,
Region 3

1600 John F Kennedy Boulevard (3HS11)
Philadelphia, PA 19103-2852

Or
Mr. Patrick Deery
Maryland Department of the Environment
Federal Facilities Installation Restoration
Program

1800 Washington Blvd.
Baltimore, MD 21230-1719

PROPOSED ACTION
APG has prepared this Proposed Plan for ROD Amendment for Graces
Quarters OU A: Groundwater Primary Test Area. The Graces Quarters OU A:
Groundwater Primary Test Area comprises USEPA OU 21.The Proposed Plan
identifies the Preferred Alternative for the amended remedy.

Graces Quarters groundwater consists of two interconnected aquifers,
the Surficial Aquifer and the Middle Aquifer, which are both impacted by
chlorinated volatile organic compounds (VOCs). The preferred alternative for
the amended remedy for both aquifers is Chemical/Biological Injections with
Institutional Controls.

Remedial actions for this site had previously occurred under a 2004 ROD.The
remedy selected in the 2004 ROD has been amended because the existing
monitored natural attenuation (MNA) and enhanced degradation remedies
are not functioning as intended and will not meet performance standards for
contaminant reductions or the specified durations.

Under the new, amended remedy alternative, potential risk exposure to
groundwater would continue to be managed with Institutional Controls. The
injections are proposed to establish a decreasing trend in the contaminants to
meet the groundwater remedial action objectives.

NOW OPEN! TOUR TODAY!
Merion Village Apartments is designed for older

adults aged 62+ is now accepting applications for

our 1 and 2 bedroom living spaces! Don’t miss out

on the chance to make Merion Village your new

home. Call to start your application and enter a

wonderful community where comfort meets style.

Call Today: (410) 612-2280 (TTY:711) Ask for Emily!
904 B Edgewood Rd · Edgewood, MD 21040

www.MerionVillageSeniorApts.com




