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GOALS FOR THIS
YEAR

 Improve communications and awareness
for reuse/recycle
 Conduct building
audits to survey their
sustainability and find
areas for improvements
 Promote a plastic
bag-free garrison

INSIDE THIS
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Winter quarter in
the garden
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Energy and Water
Consumption at
USAG Ansbach
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Is Road Salt damag- 2
ing to the environment?
On Post Disposal
Guide for Christmas
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SPECIAL
POINTS OF
INTERESTS:
Environmental Officer
(EO) Training Link:
http://imcom-e.eotraining.com/login.asp
Visit our share portal:
https://army.deps.mil/
army/cmds/imcom_eurusag/ansbach/SitePages/
Home.aspx

Leafless branches and no radiant
flower in sight; the winter makes our
gardens look drab and lifeless. However, watch out, because even during
the long, cold winter months, nature
is full of life. Hedges, ponds, piles of
leaves and more are used by animals
as a hotel for winter. Even in the
garden shed butterflies rest before
spring. In autumn, many animals start
to search for a suitable place to stay
during winter. Such places can be
found in abundance in our gardens,
especially if we look for them. But
why is it even necessary to make your
garden available for animals in winter?
Quite simply because hedgehogs,
birds, frogs and others help keep the
garden free from pests. Insects like
wild bees, bumblebees or butterflies
diligently pollinate the flowers that
bloom so colorfully in spring and
summer. So where can the various
animals potentially hibernate in our
garden and what can we do to help
them survive the cold season?
At the garden shed: Insects and bats
Roof and facade greenery on a garden
shed are popular retreats for various
insects, while stacks of wood with
small crevices and niches are ideal for
bats. If you want to support them,
you can install special nesting boxes
for insects and for bats. These can
either be bought or built by yourself
out of natural materials.
In rock piles: Insects, reptiles and amphibians
Dry-stone walls and stone piles are a
popular habitat for animals not only in
summer. In winter, these garden
elements offer blindworms, toads and
various insects a sheltered place
where they can linger.

In garden ponds: Amphibians and dragonflies
Some amphibians sleep through the
wintertime under the ice cover of
garden ponds. Dragonflies depending
on the species or their development
stage also wait for the next spring
either under a sheet of ice or above
water on plant stems. Consequently,
remember not to cut down any withered plants or flowers so that dragonflies have a place to stay during winter.
In old trees: Bats
Many bats species like to survive in
caves or in old trees. A hollow tree is
therefore a good place for them because the tree holes and cavities protect them from the frost in winter.
Withered seed stems: Birds and insects
Many birds that can be found in our
gardens in Germany also stay with us
in winter. However, in the cold season
the food supply is scarce. Therefore,
you are doing them a great service if
you wait with pruning shrubs until the
end of winter. Do not cut down any
dried sunflowers; whatever seeds are
left behind will be eaten by birds. The
same also is the case for wild teasel
and many other plants. There are even
some insects that spend the winter in
the stalks of these plants.
In the garden soil: Insects, amphibians,
mammals
Even in winter a lot of life can be
found in the soil of our gardens. Although the residents staying there are
quite relaxed. Ants, solitary bees or
dormice (Der Siebenschläfer) spend the
winter either in some sort of a winter
rest intermitted with several phases
were they are awake or they completely hibernate.
In compost and soil: Toads
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Look for our informative
2020 Environmental Calendars, available at the EMD.
Although not everyone likes toads,
they are a real asset to the garden as
they feed on potato beetle larvae,
woodlice, snails or worms. Toads like
to spend their winter in sheltered
places for example a wet hole in the
ground. The compost is also pleasantly warm even in winter, which is
good news for the European toad
(Die Erdkröte) that likes to stay there
when it gets cold.
Brushwood and leaves: Hedgehogs and
insects
In November the hedgehog finds a
suitable frost-proof winter nest for
hibernation in heaps of brushwood
or leaf piles. Insects too, also feel at
home here in winter. Consequently,
how about creating a dead hedge
(Benjeshecke) from cut branches,
saplings, and foliage?
In shrubs and trees: Birds
Hazel bushes, holly, common spindle,
blackberry or even an old cherry
tree, offer birds a good hiding place
and also a rich food supply to survive
the cold months.
In dead wood: Hedgehogs and insects
The hedgehog also feels very comfortable in deadwood piles with lots
of leaves in winter. If the heap includes large upright tree stumps and
is placed in a sunny area, various
insect species will use them to sleep
through the winter.

By Pia Amberger
Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year 2020!
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Comparison of Energy and Water Consumption at USAG Ansbach 2018 - 2019
Heat [MBTU]
FY 18

FY 19

Water [Gal]*
Reduction

FY 18

FY 19

Electric [MBTU]
Reduction

FY 18

FY 19

Reduction

216,034

219,390 -1.55%

99,171,374

95,886,011 3.31%

103,640

99,286

4.2%

$5,579,257

$6,994,784 -25.3%

$1,761,997

$1,938,592 -10.0%

$4,810,734

$4,567,870

5.1%

*Potable Water

by Pia Amberger

Hedgehog 1

Winter quarters in the garden 2

Road salt 3

Each year, when the thermometer
falls below the zero-degree limit,
about 1.5 to 2 million tons of road salt
are distributed to keep the German
roads and sidewalks snow- and icefree. Many private individuals also like
to turn to road salt when it comes to
clearing the snow in their own driveways. For many, chloride has proven
to be an effective means of eliminating
ice in winter despite the fact that the
private use of road salt is banned in
many German municipalities and could
be punished with a fine. This is often
the case due to the considerable
damage the salt in and on the ground
can cause.
Contaminates from road salt can
enter water resources by infiltration
to groundwater, runoff to surface
water and through storm drains. The
chloride discharged into these waters
remains in solution and is not subject
to any significant natural removal
methods damaging the local ecosystems considerably. The accumulation
and persistence of chloride poses a
risk to the water quality and the
plants, animals, and humans who
depend upon it. Since the salt changes
the density of the water, the water
circulation in lakes or ponds can be
interrupted. As a result, standing
waters are no longer properly mixed
with oxygen and nutrients. Most fish
and other freshwater animals cannot
survive in such an environment as the
elevated concentrations of salt in
freshwater also has detrimental effects

on the growth and reproduction of a
large range of invertebrates, fish, and
amphibians.
Above all, the most visible impact of
road salt is in the grass, shrubs and
foliage along the roadside. For example, salted splash and spray water
from vehicles can cause plant damage
due to chemical burns. Once the
snow and ice melts, the salt penetrates deep into the soil and damages
or kills microorganisms and fungi.
Consequently, important nutrients are
washed out of the soil, which destroys
the livelihood of plants. Especially the
roots of trees along the roadside are
significantly damaged, which causes
them to dry up slowly. This is usually
noticeable only in the spring when the
leaf edges turn brown and die off.
Furthermore, the plant death encourages the colonization of salt-tolerant
invasive species thereby reducing
species diversity along roadways.
Many pets also suffer from the often
huge amounts of road salt on roads
and sidewalks. Especially dog owners
know the problem when the salt gets
stuck in the paws of their four-legged
friends and causes inflammation. More
serious, are the consequences of
possible poisoning by road salt, which
can occur when the animals bite into
the salted snow, lick their paws or
drink from salted puddles. But road
salt in the environment affects also
the health of wildlife, including birds
and mammals. Small birds confuse
salt crystals with seeds and grit, and

Disposal of Christmas Trees
After Christmas there are two ways in which you may
dispose of your tree if you live on post:
1. Bring your tree to the Urlas Building & Grounds storage
area in front of the gate. A container with a sign
“Disposal of X-mas trees” will be positioned there.
Look for directions signs to find the area.
2. Put your tree in the grass area next to your building
near the road on 13 Jan or 21 Jan 2020. The DPW
O&M Division will collect the trees on these days.
Make sure to remove all decorations before disposal.
1

the ingestion of small amounts leads
to acute toxicity and death. Large
mammals like deer are attracted to
the salt along roadways, which leads
to higher incidents of car accidents
and collisions.
Additionally, the usage of road salt is
also damaging to our roads, bridges
and cars. Concrete and steel are
particularly susceptible to corrosion
and rust. Roads must be patched up
the following year and bridges have to
be renovated regularly. In addition, it
is estimated that road salt is responsible for 50 percent of all damage to the
bodywork of motor vehicles caused
by corrosion.
What can I do?
Shovel well and shovel often. Removing snow before it is walked on or
driven upon prevents the formation of
a hard-packed, slippery snow layer. To
make the cleared area sure-footed,
you can use grit. This include granules,
sand and organic grit. Granulates such
as gravel and crushed stone have the
advantage that they are quite large
and heavy and therefore much more
weather-resistant than sand. You can
sweep them together at the end of
the cold season and reuse them next
winter. Organic gritting agents include
corn granulate, a waste product from
the processing of corncobs. It has the
same blunting effect as mineral granulate, but does not have to be collected
afterwards. Since it is biodegradable,
you can sweep it onto any green
space as a fertilizer.

Disposal of Christmas Gift Paper



Packaging paper and shiny gift paper is made from
valuable material such as wood, and should be recycled



Dispose of all gift papers in the GREEN paper container



It saves the garrison money when everyone separates
the recyclables!

nachhaltigleben.ch; 2baden-wuerttemberg.nabu.de; 3n-tv.de
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